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Alleged  organization  at  Cape  Vincent  of  a 
maraudiug  expedition  into  Canada. 


73 


74 

77 
77 

77 

78 
78 
79 

79 

80 

81 
81 


82 
83 

84 


85 

86 
86 
87 
87 

87 

88 
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Mar. 

6 

Idar. 

6 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

8 

Mar. 

9 

Mar. 

9 

Mar. 

9 

Mar. 

11 

Mar. 

13 

Mar. 

13 

Mar. 

14 

Mar. 

14 

Mar. 

14 

Mar. 

15 

Mar. 

15 

Mar. 

15 

Mar. 

16 

Mai. 

16 

Mas. 

16 

Mac 

16 

Page. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Burnley. 

Do 

Do 

Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bumley. 

Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Do.. 

Do •  — 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bumley. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Mr.  Bumley  to  Sir. 
Seward. 

Do 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bumley. 

Do 

Memorandum  .... 

Mr.  Bumley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Memorandum  .... 


The  ease  of  the  Chesapeake. 


Cotton  captured  at  Savannah  claimed  by 

British  subjects. 
The  case  of  the  Chesapeake 

The  extradition  of  the  St  Albans  nuders 


The  cases  of  the  El  Almandaree  and  Pinero, 
building  at  Montre^  for  depredations  on 
American  commerce. 

The  case  of  theGeorgiana 

Alleged  fitting  out  at  the  Bahamas  of  blockade- 
runners  designed  to  depredate  on  American 
commerce. 

Hostile  designs  of  insurgents  at  HaUfiu 
against  towns  on  the  northem  frontier. 

The  case  of  Jolin  Warrington... . 

The  case  of  the  Chesapeake 

Hostile  designs  of  insurgents  in  Canada 
against  towns  on  the  northem  firontier. 

Cases  of  the  Chesapeake  and  J.  L.  Gerrity  .. 


The  case  of  John  Warrington 

The  case  of  theGeorgiana 

Hostile  designs  of  insurgents  at  Hali&z 
against  towns  on  the  northem  firontier. 

Fenian  Brotherhood.  Alleged  proceedings  of 
the  society. 

Extradition  of  B.  G.  Burley '. 

African  slave  trade 


Fenian  Brotherhood.    Alleged  proceedings  of 

the  society. 
Afiican  slave  trade 


The  case  of  John  Warrington . 


The  President's  proclamation  relative  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  violation  of  the  block- 
ade. 

The  same  subject — .. 
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SulQoet 

Page. 

1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 
Mr.  Seward  toLord 

Lyons. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 

Do 

Mar. 
Mar. 

M4kC 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

17 

18 

fiO 

20 

20 

20 
20 

21 
21 

The  same  subject 

100 

Detention  at  Memphis  of  cotton  claimed  by 

Hostile   designs   of  insurgents  in  Canada 

against  towns  on  the  northern  frontier. 
Retirement  of  Lord  I^vons  t. ...... ......... 

100 
103 
103 

Fenian  Brotherhood.     Alleged  proceedings 

of  the  society. 
Extradition  of  B.  Q.  Burlev 

103 
104 

Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mif. 

Burnley. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 

SewBid. 

Oath  of  allegiance  required  of  British  sub- 
jects at  Charleston  preparatory  to  engaging 
in  business. 

The  caw  of  J«hx»  WMriT^gton  ,_.^ t^-^-- 

105 
108 

Appointment  of  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce 
as  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

109 

Do 

Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mm:. 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 

21 

23 
23 

23 

23 

2i 
26 

Treasury  regulations  respecting  articles  ex- 
ported inland  from  Canada  to  the  United 
States. 

The  case  of  John  Warrinirtoii  -,,.,-,,.^--,^, 

109 

Do 

112 

Mr.86waidtoBlr. 
Burnley. 

Do 

Do.. 

The  cases  of  the  El  Almandaree  and  Pinero, 

to  the  United  States. 
Oath  of  Allegiance  required  of  British  sub- 
jects at  Charleston  preparatory  to  engaging 
in  business. 

Appointment  of  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce 
as  British  minister  to  the  United  States. 

BeLative  to  the  termination  of  the  fishery 
commission. 

112 
112 
113 

Do 

113 

Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 
Sewvd. 

113 

Do 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 

27 

28 

29 

Alleged  organization  at  Cape  Vincent  of  a 

Treasury  regulations  respecting  articles  ex- 
ported inland  from  Canada  to  the  United 
States. 

Belative  to  the  tendSnaOon  of  the  fishery 
oominiffft^A"- 

114 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
BunUi^ 

Do 

114 
114 
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Page. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 


Do. 
Do. 

Do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 

Do 


Do. 


Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Burnley. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


1865. 
Mar.    29 

April     1 

April     3 

April     3 
April     3 

April  5 

April  5 

April  7 

April  7 

April  8 

April  8 

April  10 

April  15 

April  17 

April   18 

April  18 

April  18 
April  18 

April  18 

April  18 


Alleged  organization  at  Cape  Vincent  of  a 
marauding  expedition  into  Canada. 

Movements  of  the  piratical  cruisers  Shenan- 
doah  and  Ajaz. 

Cases  of  Pratt  and  Qreen,  of  the  steamer 
City  of  Richmond. 

Rearrest  of  the  St  Albans  raiders 

Hostile  designs  of  insurgents  in  Canada 
against  the  towns  on  the  northern  frontier. 

Cotton  captured  at  Savannah  claimed  by 
British  subjects. 

Hostile  designs  of  insurgents  in  Canada 
against  the  towns  on  the  northern  frontier. 

Alleged  support  given  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Nova  Scotia  to  insurgent  cruisers. 

The  cases  of  Pratt  and  Green,  of  the  steamer 
'  City  of  Richmond. 

iiovements  of  the  piratical  cruisers  Shenan- 
doah and  Ajax. 

Cotton  captured  at  Savannah  claimed  by 
British  subjects. 

Requesting  audience  of  the  President  for  pre- 
sentation of  his  letter  of  credence  from  the 
British  government. 

Assassination  of  the  President,  and  attempted 
assassination  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same  subject 


Obsequies  of  the  late  President  Lincoln. 
Extradition  of  y.  G.  Locke 


Case  of  the  pirate  Gipsy 

Irregularities  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  the  United  States  vessels-of-war  off  the 
Bahamas. 

Alleged  fitting  out  at  the  Bahamas  of  block- 
ade runners  designed  to  depredate  on 
American  commerce. 

Hostile  designs  of  the  insurgents  in  Canada 
against  the  towns  on  the  northern  frontier.  | 
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Mr.  Bomlej  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 

Do 

1865. 

April  18 

April  20 

April  22 

April  22 

April  24 

April  24 

April  24 

April  25 
April  25 

April  25 
April  25 

April  25 
April  25 

April  26 
April  28 

April  28 

AprU  28 
April  28 

Claim  of  James  Hart  for  alleged  seizure  of 
property  at  Savannah. 

The   President's   proclamation  'relative   to 
persons  engaged  in  the  violation  of  the 
blockade. 

Demonstrations  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
President  Lincoln.     Action  of  the   gov- 
ernor general  of  Canada. 

Piratical  vessels  fitting  out  at  St.  Thomas  for 
alleged  seizure  of  American  vessels  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 

Treasury  regulations  respecting  articles  ex- 
States. 

Extradition  of  V.  G.  Locke 

131 
132 

Do 

133 

Do 

134 
IM 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do 

l35 

Hostile  designs  of  the  Insurgents  in  Canada 

against  the  towns  on  the  northern  frontier. 

Case  of  the  pirate  Gipsey - 

135 

Do 

135 

Do 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Action 
of  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

The  St.  Albans  raiders.    Their  rearrest 

Alleged  fitting  out  at  the^hamas  of  block- 
ade-runners to  depredate  on  American  com- 
merce. 

Extradition  of  V.  G.Locke 

136 

• 

Do 

136 

Do 

136 

Do 

137 

Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Bruce. 

Do 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Besolu- 
tions  tf  condolence  from  British  residents 
in  New  York  city. 

The  same  subject ......................... 

137 
137 

Piratical  vessels  fittmgout  at  St.  Thomas  for 
alleged  seizure  of  American  vessels  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 

Irregularities  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  United  States  vessels-of-war  off  the  Ba- 
hamas. 

Assassination  of  President  Li  ncoln.    Besolu- 
tions  of  condolence. 

The  same  subject 

138 

Do 

138 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 

Do 

138 
139 
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* 

Mr.  Hunter  to  ar 

F.  Bruce. 
SirF.BrrfcetoMr. 

Hunter. 

Do 

186S. 
April  29 

May      1 

May      1 

May     3 

May      8 

May      8 
May      6 

May     6 

May     8 

May     9 

May    10 

May    13 
May    13 

May    16 
May    16 
May    16 

May    17 
May    17 
May    17 

The  President's  proclamation  relative  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  violation  of  the  blockade. 

Cotton  captured  at  MobUe,  Charleston,  and 
Savannah  claimed  by  British  subjects. 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Resolu- 
tions of  condolence. 

Cotton  captured  at  Mobile  claimed  by  British 
subjects. 

Assassination  of  Preddent  Lincoln.    Beso- 
lotions  of  condolence. 

The  same snbiect......  ..^.... 

139 
139 
140 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
P.  Bruce. 

Do 

140 
141 

Do 

141 

Do 

Irregularities  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  United  States  vessels-of-war  off  the  Ba* 
hamas. 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Beso- 
lutions  of  condolence. 

The  same  sulject 

141 

• 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Bruce^ 

Do 

143 
142 

The  same  subiect . ..-- ......  - .. ...... 

143 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Bruoa. 

Do 

The  same  subject 

.    143 

The  same  tmbject . .... ....  ..•. ....  *...  ,**. 

143 

Notice  tfiat  the  United  States  government 
will  no  longer  respect,  on  land  or  sea,  any 
ooncessions  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  in- 
s#gentB. 

Caseof  the  J.  L.Genitv 

144 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Hunter. 
Do 

144 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Beso- 

lutions  of  condolence. 
The  same  subiect  t...^... ...... ...... ... 

154 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 

F.  Bruco. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  to 

Mr.  Hupter. 
Do 

154 

The  same  subiect  ......................... 

154 

Cases  of  Pratt  and  Green,  of  the  steamer 
City  of  Bichmond.                                       j 
Caseof  the  J.  L.  Gerrity 

155 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.Bruce. 

155 

. 

• 
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So. 
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Dste. 

SQbjeet 

P«ge. 

• 

1865. 

Sir  P.  BiQce  to 

May 

18 

A  MMBJualion  of  PreeidBnt  Linc<An.    Extract 

155 

Mr.  Hmiter. 

from  a  speech  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
New  Bmnswick. 

» 

Do 

May 

18 

Tonnage  dues  exacted  firom  British  vessels  at 

156 

• 

Boston. 

Do 

May 

19 

158 

lutions  of  condolence. 

Do 

May 

May 

19 

The  same  subiect ........... ........... 

158 

Bo 

19 

^  Mw^^   m^immmm^^   iv^AW^^r^rw    ••^9«*^«   ••««••  •««^»*  ••«9«* 

Relitiye  to  the  temdnation  of  the  fishery  com- 
mission. 

158 

Do 

May 

19 

Alleged  schemes  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to 
annex  Canada  and  Mexico  to  the  United 

159 

States. 

Mr.  Honter  to  Sir 

May 

19 

Assassination  of  President  lincoln.    Reso-e 

160 

P.  Bruce. 

lution  of  condolence. 

Do 

May 
May 

20 

The  same  subiect ....... . . 

160 

Sir  P.  Bruce  to 

20 

^  **»^    §^%mmmm^^    k9^AUP|^^x#v     •  •••-^•«   •^•••«   *••«•«   *••«•• 

The  piratical  cruiser  StonewalL    Belligerent 

161 

Mr.  Hunter. 

rights  extended  to  insurgent  vessels. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 

May 

«5 

Alleged  schemes  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to 

161 

P.  Bruce. 

annex  Canada  and  Mexico  to  the  United 
States. 

Do 

May 
May 

S6 

Case  of  the  Chesapeake 

162 

St  p.   Bruce  to 

26 

The  same  sul^ject * 

163 

Mr.  Hunter. 

Do ^ 

May 

27 

Assassination  of  President  lincohi.    Beso- 
lutions  of  condolence. 

162 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 

May 

27 

Case  of  the  Margarita  Quintero.    Supposed 

162 

P.Bruce. 

to  be  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

Do ^. 

May 

29 

Assassination  of  Presideht  Lincobi.    Reso- 
lutions of  condolence. 

163 

Do 

May 

29 

Alleged  schemes  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to 
States. 

163 

Sir  P.  Bruce  to 

May 

29 

Assassination  of  President  LincohL    Reso- 

164 

Mr.  Hunter. 

lutions  of  condolence. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 

May 

30 

Relative  to  the  termination  of  the  fisheiy  com- 

165 

P.Bruce. 

mission. 

Do 

May 

31 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Reso- 
lutions of  condolence. 

165 

Po 

May 

31 

The  same  subject «... 

.     165 
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Page. 

Sir  F.   Brace  to 
Mr.  Hnnter. 
Do 

1805. 
June     1 

June     1 

June     1 

June     2 

June     2 

June    3 
June     3 

June     5 

• 
June     5 

June     7 

June     7 
June   10 

June   12 
June   14 
June   15 
June   16 
June   17 
June    19 
June  20 
June   24 
June  26 

The name imbiect  ......................... 

166 

Alleged  schemes  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to 

annex  Canada  and  Mexico  to  the  United 

States. 
Cases  of  Pratt  and  Green,  of  the  steamer 

City  of  Richmond. 
Attempted  introductioh  of  yellow  fever  into 

the  northera  cities. 
Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Reso* 

lutions  of  condolence. 
The  same  subject  ......................... 

166 

Do 

166 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do ,... 

168 
169 

Do 

169 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
1    Hnnter. 

Do r.... 

Attempted  introduction  of  yellow  fever  into 

the  northern  cities. 
Tonnage  dues  exacted  from  British  vessels  at 

Boston. 
Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    Resolu- 

tions  of  condolence. 
Tonnage  dues  exacted  from  British  vessels  at 

Boston. 
The  same  subject 

170 
170 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Brace. 

Do 

172 
172 

Do 

172 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 

Mr.  Sewaid  to  Sir 
*  F.  Brace. 

Do 

Suppression  of  African  slave  trade.    United 
States  vessels  to  be  received  in  British  ports 
on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

The  same  subiect ......................... 

173 
174 

Invitation  to  attend  the  ceremonies  of  Hnb 
soldiers'  national  monument  at  Gettysburg. 

force  on  the  lakes. 
The  same  subject  ...•..••.....  ............ 

174 

Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Brace. 
Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Sewaid. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Brace. 
Sir  F.  Brace  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 

F.  Brace. 

Do 

174 
175 

Invitation  to  attend  the  ceremonies  of  soldiers' 
national  monument  at  Gettysburg. 

Withdrawal  of  the  concession  of  belligerent 
rights  to  the  insurgents  by  Great  Britain. 

The  same  subiect  -^...  ......^^*...^.... .... 

175 
176 
179 

Cases  of  Pratt  and  Green,  of  the  steamer  City 

of  Richmond. 
Proclamation  reflcindintr  thd  blo<>kAdA  ' 

179 
180 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 
Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do : 


Do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Brace. 
SirF.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward, 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 
SirF.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 
Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bnice. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 

Do 


2— u 


1865. 

Julj  1 

July  3 

July  7 

July  10 

July  n 

July  12 

July  18 

July  25 

July  26 

July  27 

July  31 

Aug.  2 

Aug.  7 

Aug.  7 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  10 

Aug.  12 

Aug.  15 


Withdrawal  of  the  recognition  of  insurgents 

as  belligerents. 
The  same  subject 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Resolu- 
tions of  condolence. 

Case  of  the  Margarita  Quintero.  Supposed 
to  be  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Resolu- 
tions of  condolence. 

The  case  of  the  Night  Hawk 


The  same  subject  . 


Hay  tien  aflfairs  relative  to  the  guarantee  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  peninsula  of  Samana. 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Resolu- 
lutions  of  condolence. 

The  same  subject 


181 
181 
181 
182 
182 
182 
184 
184 
184 
184 
185 
185 
185 

185 

187 

189 

18^ 

190 

190 

Haytien  affairs — relative  to  the  guarantee  of        191 
the  neutrality  of  the  peninsula  of  Samana. 
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The  same  subject  . 
The  same  subject  . 


Alleged  improper  enlistment  of  a  deserter  from 
a  British  merchant  vessel  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  St.  Mary's. 

The  same  subject 


Attempted  introduction  of  yellow  fever  into 

the  northern  cities. 
Withdrawal  of  the  recognition  of  insurgents 

as  belligerents. 
Case  of  the  James  Douglass 


Suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade. 
The  same  subject 


XVIII 


LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 
GREAT  BRITAIN— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Date. 

1865. 

Ang. 

19 

Aug. 

22 

Sept. 

19 

Sept. 

22 

Oct. 

2 

Oct. 

23 

Oct 

23 

Oct. 

25 

Oct. 

25 

Oct. 

30 

Oct. 

31 

Nov. 

3 

Nov. 

4 

Nov. 

27 

Subject. 


Page. 


Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 

Do 

Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 

Do 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 

Do 

Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 
Sir  F.Bruce  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sir 

F.  Bruce. 

Do 


Termination  of  the  treaty  limiting  the  naval 

force  on  the  lakes. 
The  same  subject 

Outrage  at  St.  Albans.    Return  of  money 

stolen  by  the  marauders. 
Suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade 

The  same  subject 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.     Reso- 
lutions of  condolence. 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

Removal  of  restrictions    on    United  States 

ships-of-war  in  British  ports. 
The  same  subject * 

Increase  of  naval  armament  on  the  lakes  — 

The  same  subject 

Insurgent  vessels  sailing  under  British  regis- 
try liable  to  capture.  * 


FRANCE. 


1864. 

566 

Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Nov.    21 

Purchase  by  the  insurgents  of  insulated  tele- 
graphic wire  for  the  destruction  of  United 
States  vessels. 

197 

567 

—  ...do 

Nov.    25 

Note  addressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  by 

197 

1 

Mr.  Pennington  to 
Mr.  ^ward. 

Dec      2 

rebel  emissaries.     Unfriendly  spirit  of  the 
French  press. 
Announcing  the  death  of  Mr.  Dayton 

198 

2 

......do 

Dec.      7 

Obsequies  of  Mr.  Davton 

199 

,  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIST  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

FRANCE— Continued. 


XIX 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Pennington  to 

Mr.  Seward. 
724    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Dayton. 
Mr.  Pennington  to 

Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr  Seward  to  Mr. 

Pennington. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do .'. 

do 

do 


Mr.  Pennington  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


10    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
-  Bigelow. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

» 

do 


.do. 


..do.... 


Date. 

1864. 
Dec.      7 

Dec  17 

Dec.  20 

Dec.  22 

Dec.  23 

Dec.  24 

Dec.  26 

Dec    27 
Dec    29 


Dec    30 


bee    31 


1865. 
Jan.    20 


Jan.    23 


Jan.    27 


Jan.    27 


Sympathetic  action  of  the  French  government 

on  the  death  of  Mr.  Dayton. 
Proceedings  of  the  rebel  emissaries  in  France. 

Respecting  a  treaty  between  France  and  Japan. 

Appointment  of  Mr.  Bigelow  as  charg6  d'af- 
faires ad  interim. 

Death  of  Mr.  Dayton.  Appointment  of  Mr. 
Bigelow  as%harg6  d'affaires. 

Personal  instructions 'to  Mr.  Bigelow 


Tributes  of  respect  paid  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Dayton. 

The  same  subject 

Iron-clads  Shanghai  and  San  Francisco  build- 
ing in  France.  Precautionary  measures 
for  the  preYcntion  of  their  use  by  the  in- 
surgents. 

Interview  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.  Re- 
marks upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Dayton.  Pre- 
dictions by  the  French  and  English  press 
of  the  failure  of  General  Sherman's  move- 
ment at  Atlanta. 

Purchase  by  the  insurgents  of  insulated  tele- 
graphic wire  for  the  destruction  of  United 
States  vessels. 

Iron-clads  Shanghai  and  San  Francisco  build- 
ing in  I'^ance.  Precautionary  meas  ures  for 
the  prevention  of  their  use  by  the  insurgents. 

French  law  and  its  application  in  cases  of 
citizens  of  France  swearing  before  consular 
officers  of  the  United  States. 

Report  of  Colonel  de  Channal  to  the  French 
government  on  the  military  situation  of  the 
United  States. 

Opening  of  the  French  Chambers.  Insur- 
gent scheme  for  the  recognition  by  France 
and  England  of  the  so-called  confederate 
government.  ^,^,^,^^^^ 


200 

201 

202 

202 

203 

203 

203 

204 
204 


204 


205 


205 


205 


207 


208 


obgle 
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LIST  OP   DOCUMENTS. 

FRANCE— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Date. 


Sabject. 


Paare. 


13 


14 
16 
17 
19 

22 

35 
36 
23 

26 

28 

r 

43 
31 

34 

46 

50 

51 
53 
39 

40 

41 
42 

43 

58 

59  I 


Mr.  Bifjelow  toMr. 
Seward. 


. ....  do . 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
......do..... 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
......do.......... 

do 

do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

..:... do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 

>....•  UO  ....   .a.... 


1865. 
Jan.     30 


Jan.  31 

Feb.  3 

Feb.  3 

Feb.  6 

Feb.  7 

Feb.  7 

Feb.  7 

Feb.  9 


Feb. 

10 

Feb. 

10 

Feb. 

13 

Feb.  14 

Feb.  16 

Feb.  21 

Feb.  22 

Feb.  27 

Feb.  27 

Feb.  28 

Feb.  28 


Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 


Mar.      6 


Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall,  alias  the  Olinde. 
Her  armament  and  equipment  in  a  French 
port. 

The  game  subject 

The  same  subject.". 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

Projects  of  rebel  emissaries  in  Europe.  Early 
termination  of  the  rebellion. 

iron-clads  Shanghai  and  San  Francisco  build- 
ing in  France. 

Presentation  of  letter  of  credence  as  charge 
d'affaires. 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall,  alias  the  Olinde. 


The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  case  of  the  William  L.  Rh;hardson. 


Piratical  ciuiser  Stonewall,  alias  the  Olinde 


The  same  subject 

Coses  of  the  Stonewall  and  Shenandoah. 


Public  opinion  in  France  concerning  affairs 

in  the  United  States. 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

The  same  subject 

Case  of  William  H.  Castaned,  of  Mobile,  an 

inmate  of  a  workhouse  at  Graffenstaden. 
Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 


Case  of  the  pirate  Rappahannock. 


Proceedings  of  insurgent  emissaries  in  France 

and  Great  Britain. 
Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 


Encyclical  letter  of  the  Pope  of  Rome. 


Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

uigitized  by 
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LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS. 
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XXI 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
......do.......... 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

......  do .......... 

do 


do 

Mar. 

17 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Mar. 

21 

Bigelow. 

......do — . 

Mar. 

21 

do 

Mar. 

22 

do 

Mar. 

23 

do 

Mar. 

2.3 

do 

Mar. 

23 

.....do.......... 

Mar. 

27 

do 

Mar. 

30 

do 

Mar. 

30 

.....do.......... 

April 

4 

1865. 
Mar.     7 

Mar.     7 


Mar.  10 
Mar.  11 
Mar.ri5 

Mar.  17 
Mar.    17 


Respecting  the  transfer  of  the  capital  of  Italy 
from  Turin  to  Florence. 

Commanders  of  United  States  vessels  in  for- 
eign waters  instructed  to  communicate 
freely  with  the  legations  of  the  United 
States. 

Case  of  the  William  L.  Richardson 


Page. 


240 
240 

241 
241 


French  opinion  in  regard  to  the  future  policy 
of  the  United  States. 

Announcing  the  appointment  of  the  Marquis 
de  Montholon  as  minister  of  France  to  the 
United  States. 

Agency  of  the  American  Emigration  Com- 
pany at  Havre. 

The  ram  Cheops  huilding  in  France  for  the 
Prussian  government.  Precautions  taken 
hy  the  government  of  France  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents. 

French  opinion  concerning  affairs  in  the 
United  States. 

Piratical  vessels  Rappahannock  and  Stone- 
wall. 

Proceedings  of  insurgent  emissaries  in  France 
and  Great  Britain, 

Case  of  William  H.  Castaned,  of  Mohile,  an 
inmate  of  the  workhouse  at  Graffenstaden. 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

The  same  subject 

Tributes  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Edward 
Everett  from  the  Academy  of  Moral  and 
Political  Sciences  of  France. 

Case  of  the  William  L.  Richardson 

Collision  between  the  American  schooner 
Three  Sisters  and  the  French  transport  Al- 
hir  near  Cape  San  Antonio. 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

The  ram  Cheops  building  in  France.  Pre- 
cautionary measures  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment of  France  to  prevent  her  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  insurgents.    ^,^,  ,^^^  ^^  Giboglc 


242 


242 


244 


245 

247 

248 

248 

249 
249 
249 


250 
250 


251 
251 
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LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS, 
FRANCE— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Pate. 


Subject. 


Page. 


99 
67 

1(15 
68 

108 
75 
77 

1J5 

121 

86 

87 

128 

129 
90 

91 
92 

146 

150 
96 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do ^- . . 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do 


Do. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

......do.......... 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


.do. I... 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do :.. 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1865. 

April  4 

April  4 

April  5 

April  7 

April  8 

April  17 

April  18 

April  20 

April  24 

April  27 

April  28 

May  3 

May  5 

May  5 

May  10 

May  11 

May  12 

May  16 

May  19 

May  19 


Agency  of  the  American  Emigration  Company 

at  Havre. 
Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

Paris  Universal  Exposition  for  1867 

Peace  negotiations  alleged  to  be  in  progress 

in  Canada. 
Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

Debates  in  the  corps  legislatif  on  the  Mexican 

question. 
Evacuation  of  Richmond.     Opinions  of  the 

French  press. 
Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

Peace  negotiations  alleged  to  be  in  progress 
in  Canada. 

Convalescence  of  the  Secretary  and  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State. 

Reception  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of 
the  President  and  attempted  assassination 
of  the  Secretary  of  Stute. 

Tributes  of  respect  to  the  tnemory  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln. 

Evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg. 
Opinions  of  the  French  press. 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Reso- 
lutions of  condolence. 

Reception  of  the  news  of  the  surrender  of 
Johnston.  Continued  recognition  of  the 
insurgents  as  belligerents. 

Proclamations  closing  certain  ports  in  the 
United  States,  and  also  relating  to  recipro- 
cal naval  hospitalities. 

Assassination  of  the  President 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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FRANCE—Continaed. 


xxm 


^Q. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 

295 

296 
296 

297 

298 

299 

299 
300 

301 

321 

323 

324 

3-24 

326 

327 

327 

328 

328 

329 
33a 


254 

155 
97 

OS 

99 

156 

157 

109 

110 
111 
161 
162 
116 
118 
173 
17b 

1^ 

127 

132 
189 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 

do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

......do.... 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do 

3Ir.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

do 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
...... .do. ...... . 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Air.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do. .  — .... 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 


1865. 

May  22 

May  22 

May  23 

May  23 

May  23 

May  29 

May  30 

May  31 

May  31 

June  1 

June  5 

June  5 

June  9 

June  15 

June  15 

June  17 

June  26 

June  26 

June  27 

July  3 


Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall , 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 
The  same  subject 


Renewal  of  restrictions  upon  United  States 
vessels  in  French  ports. 

Proclamations  closing  certain  ports  in  the 
United  States,  and  also  relating  to  recipro- 
cal naval  hospitalities. 

The  same  subject 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 
The  same  subject 


Views  of  Comte  de  Afontalembert  on  Ameri- 
can affairs. 

Withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the 
insurgents. 

Address  of  the  French  Committee  of  Eman- 
cipation. 

Continued  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as 
belligerents. 

Withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the  in- 
surgents. 

Agency  of  the  American  Emigration  Com- 
pany at  Havre. 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 


Removal  of  restrictions  upon  United  States 
vessels  in  French  ports.  Withdrawal  of 
belligerent  rights  from  the  insurgents. 

Withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the 
insurgents. 

Address  of  the  French  Emancipation  Society. 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln . 


Action  of  the  Navy  Department  in  view  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  recognition  of  in- 
surgents as  belligerents  by  France.  | 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 
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No. 


190 

191 

144 

202 

204 
212 

217 
153 

233 
168 

258 

260 

271 
182 

287 

190 

192 
193 
294 

295 

306 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bigelow. 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bieelow. 

do 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow, 

do 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
......do....... — 

......do...... .... 

Mr.  Billow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

. .....do...... ..*. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Bigelow. 

......do.......... 


Dat«. 


.312    do... 


1865. 

July  5 

July  6 

July  14 

July  17 

July  18 

July  28 

July  31 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  25 

Sept.  2 

Sept.  7 

Sept.  8 

Sept.  25 

Oct.  6 

Oct.  19 

Oct.  27 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  28 

Oct.  30 

Oct.  31 

Nov.  11 

Nov.  18 


Subject. 


Agency  of  the  American  Emigration  Com- 
pany at  Havre. 

Views  of  Comte  de  Montalembert  on  Amer- 
ican affairs. 

European  Congress.     Comments  of  the  press. 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 


The  same  subject 

Duties  levied  by  the  French  government  on 
hops  exported  from  the  United  States. 

European  Congress 

Appeal  of  Mr.  Gramier  Pag^s  to  the  President 
for  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment  in 
the  United  States. 

The  same  subject 


Page. 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln  . 


Naval  celebration  at  Qherbourg. 


Proposed  modification  of  the  adjustment  of 

the  Japanese  indemnity. 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 

Duties  levied  by  the  French  government  on 

hops  exported  from  the  United  States. 
Case  of  the  William  L.  Richardson 


Proposed  modification  of  the  adjustment  of 

the  Japanese  indemnity. 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 

The  same  subject 

Employment  of  Egyptian  troops  to  serve  in 

the  French  army  in  Mexico. 
Comments  on  the  policy  of  the  President  by 

the  French  press. 
Proposed  modification  of  the  adjustment  of 

the  Japanese  indemnity. 
Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 
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XXV 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Page. 


FRENCH  LEGATION, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Geofroy. 


Mr.  Geofroy  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Memorandum 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Geofroy. 
Mr.  Geofroy  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Geofroy. 

Do 

Mr.  Geofroy  to  Mr. 
HuBtor. 

Do 

Do 

Memorandum 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Geofroy. 

Do 

The  Marquis  de 
Montholon  to 
Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
the  Marquis  de 
Montholon. 

The  Marquis  de 
Montholon  to 
Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr.  Seward  to  the 
Marquis  de  Mon- 
tholon. 


1864. 
Dec.      9 

1865. 
Jan.      3 

Jan.      5 

Jan.     16 

Mar.    24 


Mar.    27 
Mar.    29 


April  7 

April  16 

April  22 

April  26 

April  23 

April  29 

April  29 

June  4 


June    15 


June   24 


July     7 


Alleged  violation  of  neutrality  in  the  con- 
struction of  privateers  in  ports  of  the  United 
Statos. 

Tax  imposed  by  the  municipal  authorities 
upon  French  subjects  for  recruiting  troops. 

Proposed  modification  of  the  adjustment  of 
the  Japanese  indemnity. 

Tax  imposed  by  the  municipal  authorities 
upon  French  subjects  for  recruiting  troops. 

Oath  of  allegiance  required  of  French  sub- 
jects at  Charleston  before  permitted  to  en- 
gage in  trade. 

€*aris  Universal  Exposition  for  1867 

Oath  of  allegiance  required  of  French  sub- 
jects at  Charleston  before  permitted  to 
engage  in  trade. 

Paris  Universal  Exposition  for  18G7 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

Removal  of  restrictions  upon  United  States 
vessels  in  French  porta. 

The  same  subject 


Project  relative  to  the  formation  of  a  Swiss 
navy. 


The  same  subject  . 


352 

352 
353 
a55 
355 


356 
357 


357 
358 

358 

'359 

359 

360 

360 
360 


361 


3J1 


362 
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LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 


RUSSIA. 


No. 

From  whom  and  to 
whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

1864. 

62 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Nov. 

14 

The  intercontinental  telegraph 

303 

63 

do 

...  —  do.......... 

Nov. 

Nov. 

22 
22 

Re-election  of  President  Lincoln 

363 

64 

Interview  with  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine 

364 

respecting  American  affairs. 

108 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Dec. 

13 

The  intercontinental  telegraph 

365 

Clay. 

* 

no 

......do 

Dec. 

19 

Passport  regulation 

365 

112 

do.. 

Dec. 

26 

Invitation  to  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine 

366 

1865. 

to  visit  the  United  States. 

68 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Jan. 

8 

Bussian    reform — Emancipation    of   serfs — 
New   code  -of   laws  pronmlgated  by  the 
Emperor. 

366 

70 

do 

Jan. 

24 

Belative  to  the  invitation  extended  to  the 
Grand    Duke    Constantino    to    visit   the 
United  States. 

367 

121 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Jan. 

24 

The  intercontinental  telegraph 

368 

Clay. 

124 

do 

Feb. 

7 

Bussian   reform— Emancipation    of  serfs — 

368 

• 

New  code  of  laws  promulgated  by  the 
Emperor. 

127 

do 

Feb. 

11 

Bussian  opinion  regarding  American  iron- 
clads. 

309 

130 

do 

Feb. 

27 

Belative  to  the  invitation  extended  to  the 
Grand    Duke    Constantine    to    visit    the 
United  States. 

369 

72 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

MftrpYi  O/l 

The  intercontinental  teleflnranh  ......    ---.. 

369 

iuiircL 

JL  XIV    MAS  vVA  Xk  V&A  vAUiV^  J.ftt>%«A     k\./A^  &  &  CAL/IA      •«••••    «*••••    • 

73 

^0 

April 
April 
April 

April 

2 

The  same  subiect  ......................... 

374 

74 

do 

5 

The  same  subiect  .... ...... .... .... ...... . 

374 

143 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
Mr.   Clay  to  Mr. 

20 

The  same  subiect  ....  ....*.... .... .... .... . 

376 

78 

24 

,&   AAV/     OMH***X     C71A  V/|\-'X/W       •«••     ••••     «•••     *•••     ■•*■     m    m    m   »     m 

Announcing  the  death  of  the  Grand  Duke 

377 

Seward. 

H6ritior. 

147 

Mr   HiiTit/*r  in  Mr 

May 

2 

The  intercontinental  tolecnranh ...... .... .... 

377 

Clay. 
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XXVII 


No. 

From  whom  and  to 
whom. 

Date. 

1 
Subject 

Page. 

79 
149 

Mr.   Clay  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
do 

186fi 
May 

May 

May 
May 

May 

June 
June 
July 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 
Nov. 

186J 
Die. 

Dec. 

April 

4 

5 

22 

28 

29 

5 
26 
14 

5 

2 

2 
25 

I. 
7 

10 

K 

16 

Receipt  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of 
President  Lincoln  and  the  attempted  assas- 
sination ol  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  intercontinental  telegraph 

377 

380 

156 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 

380 

81 

Mr.   Clay   to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
do 

The  same  subject 

380 

157 

The  same  subject 

381 

159 

The  same  subject  ....... ...... ...... ...... 

382 

163 

do 

The  same  subje'ct  ....... ...... ...... ...... 

382 

164 

86 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Clay. 

Mr.   Clay  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Clay. 
do 

Transmitting  letter  of  condolence  from  the 
President  to  the  Emperor,  on  the  death  of 
his  Imperial  Highness  the  Czarowitch. 

The  intercontinental  telegraph 

333 
383 

171 

The  same  subject 

384 

172 

The  same  subject  ......................... 

384 

179 

do f 

TOE  RUSSFAX    LE- 
GATION. 

Mr.  Stoeckl  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Stoeckl. 

Memorandum ..  .. 

Relative  to  the  submission  to  the  President  of 
communications  from  representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  foreign  countries. 

Relative  to  the  purchase  of  cotton  in  the 

southern  States  by  Rusbian  manufacturers. 

The  same  subject    ...... ...... ...... ...... 

384 

385 
383 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln .......... 

386 

THE    NETHERLANDS. 


■ 

1864. 

155 

Mr.   Pike  to   Mr. 

Dec      5 

Seward. 

18G5. 

157 

do 

Mar.    15 

Re-election  of  President  Lincoln :  its  effect 
in  Europe. 


European  impressions  in  regard  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war. 
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337 
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LIST   OF   DOCUMENTS. 
THE  NETHERLANDS— Continned. 


No. 


159 


219 


161 


163 


164 

165 

236 

166 


237 
167 
168 

240 

241 
243 
169 
245 
172 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.   Pike    to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Pike. 

Mr.   Pike  to   Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Pike. 
Mr.   Pike  to    Mr. 

Seward. 

Mr.   Pike   to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
do 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Pike 
Mr.  Pike  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Pike. 
Mr.  Pike  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 

'••••*  uO •••• •••••• 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Pike, 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Pike. 
Mr.  Pike  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Pike. 
Mr.  Pike  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


1865. 
Mar.    22 


April     4 


April 

5 

April 

21 

April 

27 

May 

3 

May 

4 

May 

16 

May 

17 

May 

19 

May 

25 

May 

31 

June 

3 

June 

3 

June 

13 

June 

14 

July 

3 

Aug. 

2 

Fleet  of  Admiral  Goldsborougk  in  European 
waters.  Arman's  iron-clads.  Political  in- 
fluence of  the  Roman  church. 

Reaction  of  European  opinion  regarding  the 
United  States.  The  fall  of  Petersburg  and 
Richmond. 

Military  successes  in  the  United  States.  Effect 
produced  in  Europe. 

Acknowledgment  of  the  above 


Reception  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of 
President  Lincoln  and  the  attempted  assas- 
sination of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  same  subject 


The  same  subject 

Convalescence  of  the  Secretary  and  Assistant 

Secretary  of  State. 
The  military  successes  in  the  United  States. 

Requesting  the  withdrawal  of  belligerent 

rights  from  the  insurgents.    • 
Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 


Withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the  in- 
surgents. 

Disappointment  evinced  by  the  ruling  classes 
in  Europe  on  the  failure  of  the  insurgent 
cause. 

Respecting  the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
coln and  the  attempted  assassination  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the  in- 
surgents. 

The  same  subject 


The  same  subject . 
The  same  subject . 


European  criticisms  on  afiBairs  in  the  United 

States.  r-^  T 
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From  whom  and  to 

No. 

whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

1865. 

173 

Mr.  Pike  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Aug.    16 

t^mancial  affairs  in  Holland.    Failure  of  tbe 
Atlantic  cable.      Ravages  of    the  cattle 
plague  in  England. 

395 

174 

• • • • a • UO •••••• •••• 

Aug.   23 

Arrival  at  tbe  Texel  of  tbe  fleet  under  tbe 
command  of  Admiral  Goldsborough. 

396 

249 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Pike. 

Sept.     4 

Financial  situation  in   Europe.      E^'ported 
progress  of  tbe  cholera.     Precautionary 
measures  taken  in  tbe  United  States. 

396 

175 

Mr.   Pike  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

Sept.    13 

Opening  of   tbe  legislature.     Cattle  plague 
in  Holland.     Crops  in  Europe. 

397 

178 

do... 

Oct.     18 

The  cholera  and  cattle  plague.     Public  opin- 
ion regarding  the  British  arbitration  of  the 
Alabama  and  other  claims. 

397 

257 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Pike. 

Nov.      6 

Acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  despatch 
No.  168. 

398 

258 

do 

THE  NCTITERLANDS 
LEGATION. 

Nov.      6 
1864. 

Acknowledgment  and  approval  of  despatch 
No.  178. 

398 

Mr.  van    Limbarg 
to  Mr.  Seward. 

Dec.    28 

Case  of  the  Gezeiua  Hildeg^nda 

399 

1865. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Jan.     11 

The  same  subject 

399 

ran  Limburg. 

Do 

Jan.    17 

The  same  subject 

399 

Mr.  van  liimburg 
to  Mr.  Seward. 

Jan.    20 

The  same  subject 

400 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Feb.      9 

The  same  subject 

401 

Tan  Limburg. 

Mr.  van  Limburg 
to  Mr.    F.    W. 

April     7 

Accident  to  the  Secretarv  of  State 

401 

^:^\^\^M.\M%jXAV    fv    •***■'    m^^^^^M  \^^\m»  j     *^»      p»/»f**«f^*     ••••   vw«*v» 

Seward. 

Mr  F.  W.  Seward 

April     8 

The  same  sabioct  ......................... 

401 

to  Mr.  van  Lim- 

JL   AA^     %J%M\mX^J    0**Uy\^%i/w      •••••••••••••    V9WV    ••■•     **«• 

burg. 

Mr.  van  Limburg 

April  22 

Onsft  nf  the  fipzpina  HildecTonda. ..... ...... 

4(2 

\^  clft>W    V4      HJV     \Jk\^m^y^t»M%m    AX«a\AV  KV/uvidV*  •••••   ••«•*• 

0' 

to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Mr   Hnnter  to  Mr. 

April  28 

The  same  subiect ..... ....  >>•• .... .... .... 

402 

van  Limburg. 
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No. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  von  Limburg 

to  Mr.  Hunter. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

van  Limburg. 
Mr.  van  Limburg 

to  Mr.  Hunter. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

van  Limburg. 
Mr.  van  Limburg 

to  Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

van  Limburg. 
Mr.  van  Limburg 

to  Mr.  Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

van  Limburg. 


Date. 


1865. 

May  16 

May  19 

May  25 

June  3 

Aug.  7 

Aug.  22 

Oct.  30 

Nov.  15 


Subject. 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 

The  same  subject ; . 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

Case  of  the  Gozeina  Hildegonda... 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

CHINA.                        ^ 
The  Caldera  claim 


Regulations  for  consular  courts  of  the  United 

States  in  China. 
Statistics  of  trade  with  China.     Relative  to 

the  establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers 

between  California  and  China. 
The  intercontinental  telegraph 


Page. 


51 

94 
95 

99 

100 
102 
103 

121 


Mr.  Burlingame  to 
Mr.  Ssward. 

.. do 

do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Burlingame. 

Mr.  Burlingame  to 

Mr.  Seward. 
do 

do 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Burlingame. 


1863 

Oct. 

5 

1864 

. 

Nov. 

9 

Nov. 

10 

Dec. 

13 

"1865 

Mar. 

7 

Mar. 

11 

Mar. 

11 

Mar.    27 


Relative  to  the  residence  of  foreigners  at  the 
port  of  Tangchau. 

Prohibitions  existing  in  China  against  enter- 
ing forbidden  places. 

Imperial  decree  relative  to  the  arrest  of  for- 
eigners who  may  commit  misdemeanors  in 
the  interior  of  the  Empire. 

Regulations  for  consular  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  China. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 
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XXXI 


1 
From  whom  and  to 

• 

No 

whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page. 

1865. 

' 

125 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Bnrlingame. 

Mar.    27 

Belative  to  the  establishment  of  steam  com- 
munication between  the  United  States  and 
China.. 

437 

1(^ 

Mr.  Burlingame  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

April  22 

Removal  of  Prince  Kung  from  the  foreign 
office  by  imperial  edict. 

437 

107 

do 

April  25 

CircumstAuces  attending  the  publication  of 
Wheaton*8    International    Law    by    the 
Chinese  government. 

438 

109 

do 

May     4 

The  causes  of  removal  of  Prince  Kung.     His 
reinstatement. 

439 

111 

-.do.---- 

Liquidation  of  the  claims  for  indemnity  of 
American  citizens  against  the  Chinese  gov- 

442 

ernment. 

112 

do 

May     7 

Interview  with  Chinese  officials  preparatory 
to  his  returning  on  a  vist  to  the  United 
States. 

445 

1 

Mr.    Williams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

May    25 

Assuming  control  of  the  legation.  Restoration 
of  Prince  Kung  to  the  Foreign  Office.    In- 
surrection in  China. 

450 

138 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Burliugame. 

June     5 

Acknowledgment  and  approval  of  despatch 
No.  99. 

451 

139 

do 

June     5 

Acknowledgment  of  despatch  No.  103 

451 

141 

do 

June     6 

Acknowledgment  and  approval  of  despatch 
No.  102. 

451 

143 

do 

June     6 

Acknowledgment  and  approval  of  despatch 
No.  100. 

452 

3 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

June   26 

Case  of  General  Burgevine ...-.-.... 

452 

4 

... ...  do .... .••••. 

July    11 

Reception  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of 
the  President  and  the  attempted  assassina- 

45d 

tion  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

5 

do 

July    31 
Aug.    14 

Insurrection  in  China. ..... .... .... .... .... 

460 

150 

Mr.  St'ward  to  Mr. 

Acknowledgment  of  despatch  No.  109 

461 

Burlinganie. 

151 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Williams. 

Aug.    14 

Friendly  relations  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  China. 

.    461 

1 

do : 

Aug.   25 

AcknowledgmeRt  and  approval  of  despatch 

No.  1. 
Assassiuation  of  President  Lincoln 

461 

6 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Williams. 

Oct.     13 

.462 

>'— V 

t 
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LIST   OP   DOCUMENTS. 
CHINA— Continued. 


No. 

From  whom  and  to 
whom. 

Date. 

*                         Subject. 

• 

Page. 

7 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Williams. 
Mr.  Burlingameto 

Mr.  Seward. 

1865. 
Nov.     6 

Nov.    27 

Case  of  General  Burgevine 

462 

115 

Osborne  flotilla 

462 

SPAIN. 


134 

135 
140 
]44 

55 

147 

152 

58 

161 

162 
163 
)64 
165 
166 
167 

68 

168 

169 
70 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

do 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Perry. 

Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

do , 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

, do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Perry. 


1864. 

Oct.  28 

Oct  28 

Nov.  9 

Nov.  22 

Dec.  2 

Dec  4 

Dec  16 

Dec  31 

1865. 

Jan.  31 

Feb.  4 

Feb.  7 

Feb.  8 

Feb.  11 

Feb.  14 

Feb.  15 

Feb.  19 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  20 

Feb.  25 

Fefc.  27 


Consignment  of  guano  to  the  United  States  on 

Spanish  account. 

The  San  Domingo  question 

Piratical  cruiser  Shenandoah 

Re-election  of  President  Lincoln.  Its  effect  in 

Europe. 
Acknowledgment  of  the  above 

The  Spanish  Peruvian  diflSculties 

Address  of  citizens  of  Barcelona  to  President 

Lincoln. 
Ministerial  ciisis  in  Spain 

The  San  Domingo  question , 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

The  same  subject , 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  San  Domingo  question 
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LIST    OF    DOCUMENTS. 

SPAIN— Continued. 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

do.... 

......do.... ...... 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 

do 

Mr.'  Perry  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
......  do .........^ 


..do — 

Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 

to  Mr.  Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

1^  \ do 

J90    do 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

do 

Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


Date. 

1865 

, 

Mar. 

5 

Mar. 

10 

Mar. 

11 

Mar. 

11 

Mar. 

15 

Mar. 

15 

Mar. 

20 

Mar. 

23 

Mar. 

28 

April 

1 

April 

4 

April 

4 

April 

4 

April' 

12 

April 

21 

April 

21 

April 

21 

April 

22 

April 

29 

May 

1 

May 

7 

May 

7 

Subject. 


XXXIII 


Pape. 


Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

The  same  subject 

The  San  Domingo  question 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall.     Withdrawal  of 

belligerent  rights  from  the  insurgents. 
Derangement  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 

States  by  depredations  of  insurgent  cruisers. 
Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  same  subject 

The  San  Domingo  question 

Acknowledgment  and  approval  of  despatch 
No.  176. 

The  San  Domingo  question 

Proclamations  relative  to  closing  ports  of 
entry  and  to  reciprocal  naval  hospitalities. 

Withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  from  the  in- 
surgents. 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall .  * 

Demonstrations  ou  receipt  of  the  news  of  the 
fall  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg.  Ad- 
dress of  citizens  of  Elche  to  the  President. 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

Reception  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of 
the  President  and  attempted  assassination 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.       , 

Honors  to  the  memory  of  President  Lincoln.. 

The  same  subject 

The  San  Domingo  (|(estion 


.')09 

512 
514 
515 

516 

517 

518 
520 

520 
520 

521 

521 

522 
522 


523 
525 


526 
526 


530 
534 
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No. 

197 

198 
199 

98 

201 

100 

205 

207 
208 

212 
213 
105 

214 

107 

216 

2 

218 

220 
221 
109 


4 
111 


From  whom  and  to 
whom. 


Mr.  Perry  to   Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

Mr.   Perry  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 

Hunter. 
Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry   to   Mr. 

»Sewrtrd. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Perry  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Halo. 
Mr.  Pen-y  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.    Hale  to  Mr. 

Seward. 

do 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Perry. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 

Hale. 


May  12 

May  13 

May  16 

May  23 

May  30 

June  5 

June  6 

June  8 

June  14 

June  25 

June  27 

July  6 

July  23 

Aug.  22 

Aug.  29 

Sept.  11 

Sept.  11 


CompUcations  hetween  ^ain  and  Chili . 


The  San  Domingo  question 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 


Receipt  of  despatches. 

Revolutionary  movement  in  Spain  . 
Piratical  cruiser  Stonewalk 


Royal  decree  announcing  the  withdrawal  of 
belligerent  rights  from  the  insurgents 

Assassination  of  President  Lincoln 

The  same  subject 

Revolutionary  movement  ui  Spain 

Piratical  cruiser  Stonewall 

Revolutionary  movement  in  Spain 

Withdrawal  of  bell'gerent  rights  from  the 
insurgents 

Complications  between  Spain  and  Chili 


The  same  subject 

The  San  Domingo  question 


Proceedings  regarding  insurgent  property  at 

Havana. 
Complications  between  Spain  and  Chili 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


CORRESPONDENCE    WITH   BRITISH   LEGATION. 


Lord  Lyam  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  5,  1864. 

SiB:  Being  on  the  point  of  quitting  Washington  on  leave  of  absence,  in  order 
to  recruit  my  health,  I  beg  to  recommend  to  70U  Joseph  Hume  Burnley,  esquire, 
whom  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  present  to  you  as  her  Majesty's  cnargd 
d'af&ires. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  to  you  of  the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
aQeged  schemes  of  so-called  confederate  agents  in  Canada  asainst  the  United 
States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  oespatch  firom  the 
governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

For  Lord  LYONS. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  igc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyom, 

Quebec,  Novembtr  30, 1864. 

Mt  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  despatch  of 
KoTember  23,  and  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  alleged  schemes  of  so-called  confederates  in 
Canada  acrainst^the  United  States,  and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  assure  your  lordship  that  the  matter 
iUU  receive  the  earnest  attention  of  the  goyemment  of  Canada.- 
I  have,  &^ 

MONCK. 
Umu)  Lyons,  iirc,  Arc,  ^•c.  ^  I 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  6,  1864. 

With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20th  of  October,  and  your  reply  of  the  let 
nltimo,  and  to  my  farther  note  of  the  26th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Night 
Hawk,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  the  register  of  this  vessel,  and  other 
papers  duly  legalized  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  at  rest  the  question  of  nationality,  as  raised  by  your  note  of  the  Ist 
ultimo. 

In  these  papers  you  will  see  it  distinctly  stated  that  the  Night  Hawk  was  a 
British  paddle-steamship,  registered  in  the  shipping  register  at  Liverpool,  and 
owned  by  Edward  Lawrence,  who  appointed  Captain  Smiley,  a  British  subject, 
in  command  of  the  ship. 

I  hope  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  take  these  documents  into  serious 
consideration,  with  a  view  of  modifying  his  assertion  wjth  regard  to  belligerents 
and  neutrals,  and  look  upon  the  ship  as  a  vessel  belon^g  to  a  neutral  power, 
and  the  crew,  a  list  of  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  forward  in  my  note  of  the  20th 
of  October,  as  neutral  subjects  of  that  power. 

I  beg  you  to  return  me  the  original  documents  as  soon  as  note  has  been  taken 
of  their  contents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


[Enclosure.] 

I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and 
its  dependencies,  do  certify  and  make  known  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  that  Ed- 
ward Lawrence,  esq.,  mayor  of  Liverpool,  having  addressed  a  letter  to  me  requesting  my, 
certificate  to  the  annexed  declaration,  with  copy  of  register  of  steamer  Night  Hawk  annexed 
and  declaring  that  he  is  the  sole  registered  owner  of  said  vessel  Night  Hawk,  and  that  the 
sole  object  for  which  mv  certificate  is  asked  is  to  send  it,  with  the  declaration  and  copy  of 
register,  to  his  agent  at  New  York,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  the  British  consul,  or  the  au- 
thorities there,  to  show  that  the  Night  Hawk  is  an  English  vessel,  asd  that  her  late  captain 
is  a  British  subiect,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  beins^  used  to  protect  the  vessel  from  United 
States  cruisers,  or  to  sanction  her  mnnmg  the  blockade,  or  for  any  other  purpose  than  that 
abov6  specified ;  I  do,  in  compliance  wiu  such  request,  ^rant  him  mv  certificate,  and  do 
certify  tnat  W.  Henry  Fletcher,  before  whom  the  annexed  declaration  of  Edward  Lawrence 
has  been  made,  and  whose  true  signature  and  notarial  seal  are  subscribed  and  affixed,  is  a 
notaiy  public,  duly  authorized,  admitted,  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  Liverpool, 
duly  authorized  to  receive  such  declaration. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Liverpool,  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  and 

Ten. At  T  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

L^^^  J  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

On  this  the  16th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1864,  before  me,  William  Henry 
Fletcher,  notary  public  by  royal  authority,  duly  admitted,  sworn,  and  enrolled,  dwelling  and 
practicing  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  England,  personally  and  voluntarily 
came  ana  appearea  Edward  Lawrence,  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  merchant,  and  did  solemnly 
and  sincerely  say  and  declare  as  follows :  That  he  then  was  a  natural-bom  subject  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  owner  of  the  .paddle-steamship  Night  Hawk,  of 
Liverpool,  which  ship  was  registered  in  his  own  name  in  me  register  of  shipping  at  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Liverpool,  and  that  the  document  hereto  annexed,  signed  by  the  registrar  of  the 
said  port,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  her  Majesty *s  customs,  was  an  official  and  tme  copy  of 
such  register ;  and  he  did  further  say  and  declare  that,  at  the  time  when  the  said  steamship 
last  sailcHi  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  the  month  of  Ang^t  last,  she  was  in  charge  of  Captain 
N.  Smiley,  a  Britisn  subject,  who  was  duly  appointed  by  him  the  master  thereof 

EDWARD  LAWRENCE. 

In  faith  and  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notarv,  have  caused  the  said  copy  register  to  be 
hereunto  axmexed,  and  the  said  appearer  to  subscribe  his  name  to  these  presents,  and  I  have 

fSEAL  1  ^^^^  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  my  seal  notarial  this  16th  day  of 

1-  -I  NnvAinhAr  fl.fnmRAi(1. 


W.  HENRY  FLETCHER,  NotanPMic. 

uigiLizeu  uy  'v_j  v^  v-/pi  ^^ 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 


Form  No.  19. — Copy  register. 

Official  nnmber  of  ship,  50,296.  Name  of  ship,  Ni^ht  Hawk.  Port  number,  353.  Port 
of  r^istrj,  LiverpooL     British  or  foreigpi,  British  built. 

Wnether  a  sailing  or  steamship ;  if  steam,  how  propelled  7  Steamer,  paddle.  Where  built? 
Preston,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster.    When  built?    In  1864. 

Number  of  decks,  one ;  number  of  masts,  two ;  rigged,  schooner ;  stem,  square ;  build, 
dench;  gallery,  none;  head,  none;  framework,  iron. 

Tonnage, 

No.  of  torn. 

Tomiage  under  tonnage  deck 536.51 

Break 23.56 

Bound-house 

560.07 
Deduct  allowance  for  propelling  power 199.96 

Register  tonnage 360.11 


Measurements. — ^Length,  from  the  forepart  of  the  stem,  under  the  bowsprit,  to  the  aft-side 
of  the  head  of  the  stem-post,  245  feet  —  tenths.  Main  breadth  to  outside  of  plank,  26  feet 
8  tenths.    Depth  of  hold,  from  tonnage  deck  to  ceiling  at  midships,  12  feet  2  tenths. 

Additional  particulars  for  steamer. 

Deduction  for  space  required  for  propelling  power,  199.96  tons.  Length  of  engine-room, 
if  measured,  65  feet  3  tenths.  Number  of  eng^es,  two.  Combined  power,  (estimated  horse- 
power,) one  hundred  and  eighty. 

Names,  residence,  and  description  of  the  owners,  and  number  of  shares  held  by  each  otoner, 

Edward  Lawrence,  of  Liyerpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  merchant 64 

Custom  House,  Liverpool,  November  15,  1864. 

I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  particulars  and  ownership  of  the 
▼easel  Night  Hawk,  of  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

W.  G.  STEWART,  Registrar. 
Registry  dated  August  24,  1864. 
[Customs,  NoTember  15,  1864,  Liyerpool.] 

K.  B. — ^To  be  addressed  in  an  enyelope  to  the  chief  registrar  of  shipping,  custom-house, 
London. 
Ko.  219. — Copy  of  register  for  transmission  to  chief  reg^trar  of  shipping. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Departmbnt  op  State, 

Washijigton,  December  6,  X864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord  Lyons 's  note  ot 
the  5th  instant,  informing  me  of  his  intended  departure  from  Washington,  on 
leave  of  absence,  to  recruit  his  health,  and  recommending  you  to  me  as  her  Ma- 
jesty^s  charg^  d'affaires  in  the  interim. 

While  profoundly  regretting  the  cause  which  occasions  his  lordship's  absence, 
I  shall  be  happy  to  correspond  with  you  upon  matters  which  may  require  the 
attention  of  this  depaitment  or  that  of  her  Majesty's  legation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir, .  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
J.  Hums  Bdrnlby,  Esq.,  Spc.,  Sfc.,  ^c,  ^  t 
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[Communicated  by  the  BritlBh  Legation.] 
Earl  RuBstU  to  Lord  Lyons, 
No.  9.]  Foreign  Office,  December  7,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  The  crime  of  trading  in  human  beings  has  been  for  many  years  branded  bj. 
the  reprobation  of  all  civilized  nations.  Still  the  atrocious  traffic  subists,  and  many  persons 
flourish  on  the  gains  they  have  deriyed  from  that  polluted  source. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  contemplating,  on  the  one  hand,  with  satisfaction  the  unanimous 
•abhorrence  which  the  crime  inspires,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  with  pain  and  disgust  the  slave- 
trading  speculations  which  still  subist,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  measure  would  be 
so  effectual  to  put  a  stop  to  tibese  wicked  acts  as  the  punishment  of  all  persons  who  can  be 
proved  to  be  guilty  of  carrying  slaves  across  the  sea.  Her  Majesty's  government,  therefore, 
invite  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  practicable, 
honorable,  and  humane — 

1st.  To  make  a  general  declaration,  that  the  governments  who  are  parties  to  it  denounce 
the  slave  trade  as  piracy. 

2d.  That  the  aforesaid  governments  should  propose  to  their  legislatures  to  affix  the  penal- 
ties of  piracy  already  existing  in  their  laws — provided,  only,  that  the  penalty  in  this  case  be 
that  of  death — to  all  persons,  being  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  contracting  powers,  who 
shall  be  convicted  in  a  court  which  takes  cognizance  of  piracy,  of  being  concerned  in  car- 
rying human  beings  across  the  sea  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  or  for  the  purpose  of  serving  as 
slaves,  in  any  country  or  colony  in  the  world. 
I  am,  &C., 

EUSSELL. 

Lord  Lvons,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c. 


[Communicated  by  the  British  Legation.] 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Foreign  Office,  December  8,  1864. 


My  Lord  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  infonnation,  a  copv  of  a  despatch  from  her  Ma- 
jesty's clhisul  at  Tenerifle,  stating  the  circumstances  under  which  the  steamship  Sea  King 
has  come  into  the  possession  of  officers  of  the  Confederate  States. 


I  have  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  took  immediato 
steps,  on  the  arrival  in  England  of  the  men  referred  to  in  Mr.  Consul  Grathan's  despatch, 
who  had  formed  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Sea  King,  to  make  an  investigation  into  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  that  under  the  advice  of  the  law  officers K)f  the  Crown  her  Majesty's 
^vemment  have  given  directions  that  Captain  Corbett  shall  be  prosecuted  for  violation  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Eight  Hon.  LORD  LYONS,  8fc.,  ^c,  S^e, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  8,  1864. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  government  have  attentively  considered  the  note  which  you 
did  me  the.  honor  to  forward  to  me  on  the  24th  August,  relative  to  the  coal  seized 
at  Angra  Pequena,  hy  the  commander  of  the  United  States  steamer  Vanderhilt, 
and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  views  of  my  government  on  this 
subject. 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  in  the  first  place  that  there  in  no  justifi- 
cation at  present  shown  for  the  assumption,  as  stated  in  your  above-mentioned  note, 
that  the  coals  in  question  were  in  fact  deposited  at  the  place  from  whence  they 
were  taken  for  the  use  of  the  navigators  of  the  Alabama. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  (with  very  good  reason)  denied  that  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  British  owners  of  those  goods  to  sell  them  to  the 
navigators  of  the  Alabama  would,  if  it  were  established,  constitute  a  legal  ground 
:  or  the  seizure  of  those  goods,  while  remaining  British  property,  by  a  United  States 
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▼esse]  at  Angra  Peqnefla.  Yon  obeeire  tbat  by  this  denial  the  United  States 
government  is  left  to  infer  "  that  the  claimants  placed  their  coal  on  the  island  of 
Angra  Peqnefla  for  the  nse  of  the  navigators  of  the  Alabama." 

Her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  snch  an  inference  is  in  every  sense 
gratnitons  and  unwarranted,  and  that  if  the  thing  inferred  is  that  the  deposit 
of  thia  coal  was  in  effect  a  delivery  in  pursuance  of  a  contract  with  the  naviga- 
tors of  the  Alabama,  this  is  not  only  net  implied  in,  but  is  distinctly  opposed  to, 
the  very  hypothesis  of  &ct  on  which  her  Majesty's  gpvemment  have  expressed 
their  views  of  the  law,  while  neither  knowing  nor  admitting  for  what  purpose 
the -coals  in  question  were  actually  deposited. 

It  appears  also  to  her  Majesty's  government  a  proposition  directly  at  variance 
with  the  principles  and  practice  of  international  law  to  maintain  that  the  Alabama 
(however  those  who  originally  fitted  her  out  may  have  been  guilty  of  violating 
the  municipal  law  of  Great  Britain)  could,  onthat  or  on  any  other  account,  be  treated 
or  considered  as  a  pirate,  and  they  consider  it  necessary  to  remind  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  that  they  cannot  claim  the  rights  of  a  belligerent  from 
neutral  states,  and  at  the  same  time  disregard  their  own  obligations  towards 
those  states ;  that  the  United  States  government  are  not  justified  in  seizing  the 
merchant  vessels  of  neutral  states  upon  the  high  seas,  on  the  ground  of  their 
intention  to  violate  a  blockade,  without  at  the  same  time  religiously  respecting 
the  property  of  neutrals  in  territories  or  in  dominions  over  which  they  and  the 
belligerents  have  no  legitimate  authority. 

fler  Majesty's  government  maintain,  therefore^ 

Ist.  That  there  is  no  ground  at  present  shown  for  asserting  that  the  coal  placed 
on  Anna Pequefia  was  placed  there  by  the  neutral  owners  in  pursuance  of  a  contract 
with  me  enemies  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  make  it,  when  there,  enemy's 
proper^ 

2d.  That  if  it  was,  when  at  Angra  Pequena,  British  property,  it  was  not  in 
that  place  subject  to  any  belligerent  right  of  the  United  States. 

3d.  That  there  is  no  ground  for  asserting  that  the  Alabama  making  war  on 
the  ships  and  sailors  of  the  United  States  was  in  any  other  position  than  General 
Lee  and  his  army,  as  a  belligerent  engaged  in  war  on  the  forts  and  armies  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUMB  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  ^.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  5th  in- 
stant from  his  honor  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  regard  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  suspected  steamer  Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  and  to  other  proceedings 
hostile  to  the  United  States  which  are  reported  to  be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

I  will  thank  you  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  Viscount  Monck  to 
this  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hums  Bcrnlbv,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  4ir. 
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Mayor  Fargo  to  Mr,  Seward 


Mator*s  Office,  Buffalo,  December  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jova  favors,  dated  the  19th  and  21  si 
of  November,  respectively.    I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  commu- 
nication received  oy  me  from  a  gentleman  in  Toronto,  who  g^ve  me  the  original  information 
in  regard  to  the  propeller  Georgia,  and  who  is  now  employed  by  the  city  as  a  detective. 

His  statements  are,  in  my  judgment,  entitled  to  credit.  I  havB  sent  copies  of  this  commu- 
nication to  Major  General  Dix,  and  also  to  the  commander  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Michigan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  G.  FAEGO,  Mayor. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Toronto,  November  30,  18(>4. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  delayed  writing  you  concerning  the  movements  of  certain  parties  here , 
thinking  I  could  ascertain  to  a  certainty  what  their  determination  was.  I  have  in  a  measure 
succeeded.  Bates  would  have  made  the  attempt  on  the  cutter  Michigan  had  her  wheel  held 
good.  It  became  loose  again  on  his  arrival  in  Tort  Stanley.  He  then  went  to  Samia  with 
her,  and  came  himself  to  Toronto,  and  upon  remonstration  with  the  firm  from  whom  he  pur- 
chased her,  they  agreed  to  get  hini  a  new  one.  He  (Bates)  told  me  that  he  would  yet  make 
the  attempt,  if  the  weather  held  good.  The  report  that  the  Georgian  was  going  into  the 
Saginaw  lumber  trade  was  a  mere  olind.  Finding  that  you  were  aroused  and  prepared,  he 
said  that  he  would  make  a  trip  or  two  to  the  SauTt  Ste.  Marie,  in  the  place  of  the  Al^nia, 
which  is  disabled,  and  by  that  time  things  would  be  quiet.  He  is  a  determined  old  fSUow, 
and  as  plausible  as  an  old  woman.  His  captain  (Milne)  knows  the  lakes  well  on  both  sides, 
and  is,  moreover,  a  rank  secessionist  in  feeung.  It  behooves  the  people  at  Sandusky  to  keep 
a  good  lookout.  Should  the  winter  set  in  suddenly  Bates  will  .lay  up  the  Georgian  ana 
come  here,  when  I  will  g^t  out  of  him  what  his  intentions  are. 

There  is  a  man  who  travels  by  the  name  of  Smith,  but  whose  real  name  is  Grant — a  Ten- 
nessee lawyer ;  he  is  frequently  going  from  here  to  Hannibal,  and  vice  versa.  He  brings 
information  to  Colonel  Tnompson,  and  takes  information  back,  and  connects  at  Hannibal 
with  scouts,  who  go^outh.  He  always  crosses  at  Samia,  via  Grand  Trunk.  He  told  me 
that  it  was  safer  to  cross  at  Samia  than  at  Windsor.  If  you  want  a  description  of  him  I  can 
give  it. 

There  is  another  who  frequently  crosses  at  the  Suspension  bridge  and  goes  to  New  Tork. 
His  name  is  Triggs.  Whetner  he  travels  by  that  name  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  there  is  no 
mistaking  him.    1  was  with  him  last  night. 

There  is  something  on  foot  the  precise  nature  of  which  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  deter- 
mine, but  will  find  out.  There  are  four  or  five  g^g^  of  them  determined  to  do  or  die  this 
winter.  ^ 

Our  solicitor  general,  West,  is  up  here  trying  to  find  out  about  this  cannon  manufactory. 

There  is  another  leader  of  the  confederates  here  by  the  name  of  Baker.  We  had  a  great 
influx  of  them  last  week,  and  after  a  day  or  two  they  separated  again.  Yesterday  a  lot  of 
them  returned  a  second  time.  I  will  find  out  what  they  are  at  As  soon  as  Bates  get  back, 
and  I  see  him,  I  will  sound  him  and  let  you  know. 

Tours,  traly,  

FIDES. 

William  G.  F.\RGD,  Esq.,  Mayor,  ^c,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  9,  1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  8th  Julj,  and  to  previous  corre- 
spondence, and  to  Lord  Lyons'a  note  of  the  5th  August  relative  to  the  case  of 
the  Labuan,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  agent  for  the  owners  has  recently 
written  to  me  requesting  information  as  to  how  his  client's  case  stands  at  present. 

I  perceive  by  the  correspondence  that  the  matter  was  to  have  been  brought 
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before  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  with  a  view  to  a  speedy  settlement  of  the 
daims  of  the  parties*  hat  that  certain  testimony  essential  to  a  proper  determina- 
tion of  the  question  of  damages  had  not  been  obtained  from  the  consol  at  Mata* 
moras,  and  that,  therefore,  to  yonr  great  regret,  the  case  had  been  onavoidably 
ddayed. 

As  another  session  has  now  commenced,  I  venture  to  bring  the  subject  for- 
ward again  in  the  hope  that  the  settlement  may  not  be  fsir  distant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^t?.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  December  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  8th 
instant,  enclosing  to  me  copies  of  two  documents  relative  to  the  movements  of 
the  steamer  Georgian  or  Greorgiana,  and  to  other  proceeding  which  are  re- 
ported to  be  on  foot  in  Canada,  and  to  be  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  this  day  forwarded  copies  of  your  note  and  of  its  enclosures  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, homble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  11,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  to  Lord  Lyons 's 
'  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  extradition  of  B.  G.  Burley,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received 
from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant* 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Viieount  Monek  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Quebec,  December  6,  1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  youf  despatch  of 
Korember  30,  encloainff  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  demanding 
the  extradition  of  one  Sennet  G.  Burley,  **  accused  of  the  crimes  of  piracy,  robbery,  and  as* 
isnlt  with  intent  to  comnut  murder,  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States." 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Seward,  that  so  soon  as  I 
shall  be  advised  that  the  proofe  required  by  the  treaty  of  extradition  shall  have  been  eom- 
pleted  in  this  case,  the  necessary  warrants  shall  be  issued  for  the  delivery  of  Hurley  to  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &C., 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  forwarded,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  to  his  ezcellency  the  governor  general 
of  Canada,  copies  of  your  note  of  the  29th  nltimo,  and  of  its  enclosures,  rela- 
tive to  the  alleged  existence  of  a  military  organization  in  Canada  of  fugitives 
from  the  United  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  .be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Lord  MoHck  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Quebec,  December  6,  1864. 
My  Lord    I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your  despatch  of 
NoYember  30,  enclosing  copies  of  the  documents  noted  in  the  m^in,  respecting  the  alleged 
organization  and  drilling,  in  Prince  Edward's  county,  Canada  West,  of  fagitiyes  from  the 
United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Seward,  that  I  will  take 
immediate  steps  to  investigate  the  accuracy  of  the  information  communicated  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Dix,  and  should  it  prove  well  founded,  I  will  use  all  legal  means  to  put  an  end  to  the 
practice. 

I  have,  &o,i  &c 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons. 

[Documents  referred  to.] 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons,  November  29,  1864. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  Mr.  Seward,  November  25,  1864. 
Major  General  Dix  to  Mr.  Stanton,  November  22,  1864. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward, 
*  ^^ 

Washington,  December  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  yonr  note  of  the  8th  ultimo,  enclosing  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  4th 
nltimo  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  schooner  James  Douglass, 
it  was  stated  that  R.  A.  Porter  had  received  directions  to  send  the  said  schooner 
to  New  York ;  and,  on  her  arrival,  she  was  to  he  delivered  np  to  the  owners 
upon  their  renouncing  all  claims  for  the  use  of  the  vessel. 

Suhsequently,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  I  had  the  honor  of  bringing  to  yoor  notice 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  agent,  making'  certain  propositions  with  regard  to  the 
sale  of  the  vessel. 

From  recent  accounts  she  appears  still  to  be  lying  at  Beaufort,  and  the  longer 
she  stays  there  the  less  she  will  fetch  if  put  up  for  sale.  I  would,  therefore, 
request  that  Mr.  Morris's  proposition  be  taken  into  consideration,  as  I  think  his 
observations  were  fair  and  just  as  regards  the  use  made  of  the  vessel  by  the 
United  States  government. 

I  would  propose  that  the  vessel  be  brought  at  once  to  New  York,  as  first  directed 
by  the  Navy  Department,  and  then  regularly  appraised  and  settlement  made 
with  the  owners  ad  to  a  fair  price,  as  suggested  by  the  agent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe* 
dient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bwndey. 

Departmbnt  of  State, 

Wdshingtont  December  13,  1864. 
Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  governor  general 
of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  commnnication  of  yesterday,  from  the  War  Department, 
in  regard  to  the  adleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as  Greek  fire,*  for  nse 
in  attempts  to  bnm  cities  of  th^  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  Hums  Burnlbv,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

,  Department  op  State, 

Waskingf/m,  December  14,  1864. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  of  July  last  Lord  Lyons,  under  instructions  of  Earl  Rus- 
sell, addressed  to  me  a  note  informing  me  that  two  apprentice  boys,  employed 
on  board  the  British  bark  Cuzco,  deserted  at  Valparaiso  and  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  naval  service  on  board  the  St.  Mary's.  Lord  Lyons  informed  me 
that  Captain  McPherson,  of  the  Cuzco,  stated  that  he  went  on  board  the  St. 
Mary's  and  demanded  that  the  apprentices  should  be  given  up,  and  that  the 
commander  of  the  vessel  gave  Captain  McPherson  no  satisfaction,  and  only 
replied  that  the  boys  could  not  be  found  without  a  deal  of  trouble,  whereupon, 
the  Cuzco  being  ready  for  sea,  Captain  McPherson  was  under  the  necessity  of 
sailing  without  them. 

On  my  receiving  the  communication  of  Lord  Lyons,  Rear- Admiral  Charles 
H.  Bell  was  immediately  directed  to  investigate  the  matter. 

On  the  25th  of  August  last,  in  the  absence  of  Lord  Lyons,  you  recalled  my 
attention  to  the  subject,  on  which  occasion  you  furnished  to  me  a  bill  of  dam- 
ages resulting  from  the  desertion  of  the  Cuzco,  amounting  to  thirty-one  pounds 
six  shillings  and  two  pence  sterling. 

On  the  16th  of  November  last  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Lord 
Lyons  the  result  of  the  investigation  which  had  been  directed  in  this  case  of 
two  British  deserters.  It  appeared  that  while  the  St.  Mary's  was  lying  at  Val- 
paraiso, the  captain  of  the  Cuzco  came  on  board  and  reported  the  fact  of  the 
alleged  desertion.  The  apprentices  concealed  themselves  on  the  St.  Mary's  so 
efiectually  as  to  baffle  the  search  for  them,  which  was  made  with  good  faith  and 
diligence.  After  the  departure  of  the  Cuzco  the  deserters  appeared.  Arthur 
Cox,  one  of  the  deserters,  was  afterwards  condemned  by  medical  survey,  and 
sent  on  the  3l8t  of  August  last  to  the  naval  hospital  at  New  York.  The  other, 
named.  Williams,  was  transferred  with  others  to  the  United  States  ship  Lancas- 
ter, which  is  attached  to  the  United  States  squadron  on  the  Pacific. 

I  have  noY  to  inform  you  that  this  government  does  not  deem  itself  under 
either  a  l^al  or  a  moral  obligation  to  deliver  up  the  aforenamed  deserters,  or  to 
payany  damages  for  their  desertion. 

This  decision  is  based  upon  the  ground  that,  on  the  14th  of  S^tember  last, 
when  the  United  States  ship  Iroquois  was  lying  in  the  Downs,  in  England,  two 
of  her  seamen  deserted  to  the  British  shore.  They  were  arrested  at  Dover  and 
taken  before  a  magistrate.  The  madstrate  discharged  them  on  the  ground  that 
they  could  not  be  abridged  of  their  liberty  by  any  hiw  recognized  in  the  United 
Kii^om. 

•  Published  with  instroctioiiB  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  1189.  (^  r^r^ri]r> 
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Mr.  Adams  complained  of  this  proceeding  to  Earl  Russell.  Her  Majesty's 
government  have  affirmed  the  proceeding  of  the  magistrate.  It  is  not  snpposed 
that  that  government  expects  any  different  measure  of  justice  or  liheralitj  than 
that  which  thej  mete  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  BuRXLBY,  Esq.,  ic.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


Mr»  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  December  14,  1864. 
Sir:  Referring  to  Lord  Ljons's  note  of  the  4th  ultimo,  requesting  informa- 
tion concerning  the  fate  of  John  Warrington,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  instant  firom  the  War  Department,  it  is  stated  that 
Warrington  is  a  convalescent  patient  at  the  general  hospital  at  Fort  Monroe, 
but  not  able  to  perform  field  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  nformation  of  the  gov- 
ernor general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  9th  instant  from  D.  Thurs- 
ton, esquire,  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Montreal,  relating  to  sus- 
picions entertained  that  two  vessels  now  in  course  of  construction  in  Montreal, 
called  respectively  the  El  Almandares  and  the  Pinero,  and  another  expected 
from  a  different  quarter  and  the  name  of  which  is  not  yet  ascertained,  are  intended 
to  be  employed  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLLA.M  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Bornlev,  Esq.,  ^. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward, 

UKrrED  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  December  9,  1864. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  that  it  was  rnmored  in  this  citj  that  two  vessels  were 
beinff  hoilt  here  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  I  immediately  sent  and  had  them  examined  and 
the  allowing  descriptions  taken : 

The  lar^esl  vessel,  called  the  tA  Almandares,  is  a  wooden  side-wheeJed  steamer,  about  215 
feet  lone  bj  30  broad  and  630  tons  burden,  the  hull  being  plated  with  iron.  It  has  a  round 
stem,  sharp  stem,  doable  decks,  rising  very  high  and  almost  concealing  the  walking-beam 
and  other  machinery  which  nsuallj  appears  abore  deck.  The  upper-deck  roof  is  supported 
by  a  beam  elliptical  in  form,  the  lower  deck  being  the  axis.  This  oeam  is  of  great  strength, 
and  adds  much  to  the  firmness  of  the  vessel.  On  each  side  of  the  deck,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three  feet  from  each  other,  are  a  number  of  fixed  pulleys.  It  has  two  masts,  one  smoke-stack, 
the  upper  part  of  her  hull  painted  white  and  the  lower  black,  is  provided  with  a  very  pow- 
erful engine,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  very  fast. 
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The  otBer  Tossed,  called  the  Pinero,  is  also  a  wooden  side-wheeled  steamer,  142  feet  lonff, 
S7  feet  broad,  and  9  feet  deep,  287  tons  harden,  with  ronnd  stem,  sharp  stem,  and  douhle 
deck,  the  wood-work  of  which  nearly  conceals  her  vertical  walking-beam  and  machinery. 
She  carries  a  powerfdl  engine,  has  two  masts,  two  smoke  stacks,  only  one  of  which  is  visible 
from  without,  is  painted  white,  and  has  the  lower  portion  of  her  hull  plated  with  iron. 

The  £1  Almandares,  it  is  stated,  is  to  proceed  to  Havana  under  command  of  Captain  De 
Calvo.     The  Pinero  is  also  bound  for  Havana. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  the  vessels  above  described  have  been  built  for  purposes  inim- 
ical to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  either  as  blockade-runners  or  are  to  be  used  as  the 
Alabama  and  Florida,  to  prey  upon  our  commerce.  One  of  the  police  officers  of  the  city  has 
intimated  to  me  that  he  holds  the  same  opinion,  and  has  informed  me  that  another  vessel  is 
expected  to  join  the  two  already  here,  from  the  upper  province,  with  a  description  of  which 
I  will  endeavor  to  furnish  you. 

It  may  be  that  these  vessels  are  designed  for  legitimate  purposes,  but  the  belief  to  the  con- 
trary is  so  general,  some  particulars  of  their  outfit  so  unusual,  and  the  addition  of  another 
vessel  to  their  number  from  Upper  Canada  so  suspicious,  that  I  have  considered  it  proper  to 
inform  you  of  such  fikcis  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  respecting  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON, 
United  States  Viu-Consul  QMeral. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  frc,  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington  i  December  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy 
of  an  instruction  of  this  date  which  I  have,  under  the  President's  direction,  ad- 
dressed to  Charles  Francis  Adams,  esq.;  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
London,*  upon  the  receipt  of  telegraphic  despatches  from  the  agents  of  the 
United  States  in  Montreal,  announcing  to  me  the  facts  that  Samuel  Eugene 
Lackej  and  others,  whose  extradition  was  requested  in  mj  note  to  Lord  Lyons 
of  the  2l8t  of  Novemher  last,  upon  the  charges  of  murder,  robbery,  and  assault 
with  intent  to  commit  murder  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  have 
been  dbcharged  from  custody,  that  the  money  and  other  property  stolen  by 
them  has  be^  returned  to  them,  and  that  they  are  now  at  large. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HUMB  BURiNLEY,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  i^c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

'Washington,  Pecember  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  note  of  the  14th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  this  date,  which  you  have,  under 
the  President's  direction,  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister  in 
London,  upon  receipt  of  telegraphic  news  that  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others 
had  been  dismissed  from  custody  at  Montreal,  and  beg  to  thank  you  for  sending 
me  a  copy  of  thb  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  su*,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sft. 

•See  in8truction  No.  1190  to  Mr.  Adams.  ^  j 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

Washington,  December  15,  1864. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  This  is  what  the  governor  general  telegraphed  last  night : 
"  The  St.  Albans  men  were  discharged  yesterday,  on  grounds  so  absurd  that 
I  cannot  account  for  it.    Fresh  warrants  have  been  issued  for  their  apprehea« 
sion,  and  the  police  are  making  every  effort  to  prevent  their  escape." 
Very  truly  yours, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc,  ^. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtont  December  15, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  Lord  Lyons's  communication  of  the  8th  ultimo,  relative 
to  some  shot  fired  from  a  battery  in  course  of  construction  on  an  island  near 
Eastport,  Maine,  having  fallen  upon  the  British  territory  at  Campobello,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  8th  instant  from 
the  War  Department,  from  which  it  appears  that  upon  investigation  the  occur- 
rence referred  to  was  unauthorized,  was  inadvertent,  and  is  regretted,  and  that 
instructions  will  be  given  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  offence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLLA.M  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.,  S^c. 


Mr,  Stanton  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

War  Departbient,  Washington,  December  8,  1864. 
8iR:  Befenring  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  from 
Lord  Lyons  relative  to  some  shot  fired  from  a  batterj  in  course  ot  construction  on  an  island 
near  Eastport,  Maine,  having  fallen  upon  the  British  territory  at  Campobello,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  papers  submitted  to  this  department  by  Major  General 
Dix,  commanding  the  department  of  tne  east,  who  was  directed  to  investigate  the  subject 
and  take  proper  measures  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  alleged  offence. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Suretary  of  War, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 


General  Diz  to  General  Halleck, 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  East, 

New  York,  December  4,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  with  enclosed  papers,  to  Major  General  Halleck,  chief  of  staff,  in 
response  to  the  reference  in  this  case  of  tne  I7th  November,  1864. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Colonel  Ludlow  to  General  Dix, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  December  3,  1864. 

QeneRAL  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  made  an  investigation  in  the  case 

of  firing  shot  from  the  battery  on  Treat*s  island,  near  Eastport,  St.  Croix  river,  and  of  the 

falling  of  said  shot  upon  the  British  territory  on  Campobello  island,  and  have. the  honor  to 

report  that  on  the  lltn  day  of  Au^^t,  1864,  Captain  Thomas  P.  Hutchinson,  commanding 
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company  C,  unattached  infiuitry,  Maiiie  Tolnnteera,  commandinnf  postf  at  Fort  SnlliYan  and 
Treat's  island,  fired  three  shots  from  the  batteij  on  Treat's  island  for  practice,  using  a  bloff 
on  Campobello  island  known  as  Friar's  Head,  and  about  one  mile  distant,  for  a  target. 

This  bluff  is  reported  to  be  about  Bre  hundred  feet  lone  and  about  one  hundred  feet  high. 
The  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  runs  about  half  way  between 
Treat's  island  and  Campobello  island. 

The  first  shot,  a  James  projectile  from  a  rifled  24-pounder,  struck  the  water,  richocheted, 
passed  over  the  bluff,  and,  after  once  striking  and  glimcing,  fell  upon  Campobello  island  at  a 
point  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  point  of  richochet.  Tne  other  two  shots 
were  shells,  and  exploded  within  a  few  yards  of  the  bluff. 

On  the  16th  August,  Captain  J.  Eobinson,  royal  navy,  a  resident,  and,  I  believe,  the 
owner  of  Campobello  island,  addressed  a  communication  to  Captain  Hutchinson  calline  his 
attention  to  this  gun  practice,  asking^for  an  apology,  and  that  toe  alleged  offence  should  not 
be  repeated.  On  the  same  day  Captain  Hutcninson  replied  to  Captain  Bobinson  expressing 
his  regrets,  and  giving  a  full  ana  seemingly  satisfactory  explimation  of  the  occurrence. 
Copies  of  these  letters,  together  with  the  report  of  Captain  Hutchinson,  and  also  two  maps 
showing  the  position  of  the  batteries  at  Eastport  and  Treat's  island,  and  the  line  and  range  of 
their  fiie,  axe  hereto  appended. 

Whether  the  guns  on  Treat's  island  cannot  be  practiced  without  intrusion  upon  British 
soQ  or  waters,  as  complained  of  in  the  communications  of  Lieutenant  Governor  tne  Hon.  A. 
H.  Gordon  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  of  the  26th  October,  186.3,  and  to  Mr.  Cardwell,  of  the 
10th  September,  1864,  is  a  question  for  the  determination  of  the  engineer  department  under 
whose  oirection  the  battery  was  located  an4  armament  mounted. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  papers  in  this  case  from  WmhiDfU>n  on  the  19th  November 
last,  and  in  execution  of  the  order  of  Major  General  HaUeck,  chiefof  staff,  indorsed  thereon, 
lieutenant  Colonel  S.  Dawson,  15th  United  States  artillery,  commanding  defences  of  the  coast 
of  Maine,  was  instructed  to  avoid  any  repetition  of  the  alleged  offence  in  gun  practice,  and 
to  furnish  a  full  report  without  delay. 

These  instructioos  have  been  complied  with,  and  their  results  are  imbodied  in  this  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Aide-4e-Camp  and  Assistant  Inspector  General,  Department  of  th$  Easi, 

Major  General  John  A.  Ddc, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  East* 


Colonel  Dawson  to  Colonel  Ludlow, 

Portland  Island,  December  2, 1864. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  of  Thos.  P.  Hutchinson,  commanding 
the  batteries  at  Eastport  and  Treat's  island,  relative  to  the  firing  from  the  latter  batterv  against 
Friar's  Head,  on  Campobello  island,  August  11,  1864,  with  the  letter  of  Captain  Kobinson, 
royal  navy,  the  owner  of  the  island,  and  Captain  Hutchinson's  reply;  also  a  sketch  of  the 
batteries  and  the  island  of  Campobello.  I  also  forward  a  map  of  the  harbor  and  island  of 
Campobello,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Major  Casey,  of  the  engineers. 
Very  respectfrillyf  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  DAWSON, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  i6th  Ii\fantrjf, 
Commanding  Coast  Defences  of  Maine  and  Portsmouth  Harbor, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  H.  Ludlow, 

Assistant  Inspector  General  Department  of  the  East,  New  York,  N,  Y, 


Captain  Hutchinson  to  Colonel  Dawson, 

Fort  Sullivan, 
Eastport,  Maine,  November  28,  1864. 
Sot:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report :  On  the  llth  d^  of  August,  1864, 
while  practicing  the  battery  on  Treat's  island,  so  called,  near  Eastport,  Maine,  one  gun  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  a  perpendicular  bluff,  some  five  hundred  feet  m  length  and  one  hundred 
high,  called  Friar^  Head,  on  Campobello  island.  New  Brunswick.  The  piece  first  used  was 
a  rifled  24-pounder,  mounted  on  a  barbette  carriage,  charged  with  4^  pounds  powder  and  a 
James's  patent  shot,  with  2^^  elevation— <listance  across  the  channel  one  mile.  The  shot 
struck  the  water  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  short  of  the  target  and  richocheted  over  the 
Head,  which  at  this  point  is  one  hundred  feet  high  above  low-water  mark,  (it  being  low 
water  at  the  time.)  Its  flight  will  be  seen  by  the  heavy  dotted  line  on  the  accompanying 
diagram — strikine  the  earth  in  the  rear  of,  and  some  two  hundred  yards  distant  from,  the  house 
of  a  man  named  "^ylor.  The  distance  from  where  it  struck  the  water  to  this  point  is,  as  near 
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as  I  can  iudffe,  five  hnndred  yards.  Glandnf^  from  this  point,  it  continued  its  flight  abont 
two  hnndrea  and  fifty  yards  and  lodged  in  a  side-hill  in  an  adjoining  pasture.  It  was  sup- 
posed at  the  time  by  invsel^  and  those  who  witnessed  the  firing,  that  this  shot  lodged  in  or 
near  the  top  of  the  bluff,  as  portions  of  earth  and  loose  stones  were  seen  to  fall  down  the 
precipice  immediately  afler  the  shot  was  seen  to  strike  the  water.  Two  shells  were  then 
fired  from  a  32-pounder  smooth-bore  gun,  charge  6  pounds  powder,  with  3°  elevation,  5" 
fuse,  both  of  wmch  exploded  within  five  yards  of  the  ledge — both  excellent  shots,  so  called 
by  those  of  experience  in  such  matters. 

Not  until  the  next  day  was  I  aware  that  one  of  these  shots  passed  over  the  Head,  on  learn- 
ing which  I  immediately  went  over,  and,  in  company  with  Mr.  Taylor,  found  where  the  shot 
struck.  Upon  measuring  the  distance,  it  provea  to  be  three  hundred  yards  from  his  house, 
in  an  open  field.  I  followed  the  course  of  the  shot  in  its  flight,  and  succeeded  in  finding  it. 
I  assured  the  inhabitants,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  wasjpurely  accidental  on  my  part,  and  in 
the  future  I  would  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  offence.  Tney  appeared  perfectlv  satisfied  with 
my  explanation,  &.c.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  seen  Captam  Robinson  Tthe  owner  of  the 
island)  that  nis^ht,  but  he  being  absent,  as  I  was  informed,  I  did  not  see  nim.  In  a  few 
days  I  receivea  a  coomiunication  from  him,  requesting  me  to  make  an  explanation  of  the 
mail  in  writing,  that  he  miffht  be  enabled  to  answer  any  question  that  should  arise  from 
those  superior  to  him  in  autnority.    Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  Ms  letter,  with  my  reply. 

The  reason  of  my  making  a  target  of  this  bluff  was,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  practice  artil- 
lery without  firing  on  their  domain  or  waters.  Troops  stationed  at  this  post  have  heretofore 
practiced  artillery  against  this  Head,  it  being  the  least  dangerous  of  any  point  within  range 
of  the  guns  of  the  batteries  in  this  vicinity. 

I  also  forward  with  this  report  a  sketch  of  the  different  islands  in  this  vicinity ;  also  the 
location'  of  the  two  batteries — one  on  Treat*s  island,  the  other  on  Todd*s  Head,  Eastport 
The  battery  on  Treat's  island  consists  of  two  rifled  24-pounders,  casemate ;  two  32-pounaers, 
smooth-bore,  casemate.  The  battery  on  Todd's  Head  is  two  rifled  24->pounder  guns,  mounted 
on  barbette  carriages ;  and  three  32-pounders,  smooth-bore,  casemate. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  P.  HUTCHINSON,     - 
CapL  Co,  C  Unattached  Inf,  Maine  Vols.,  ConCg  iPost. 

S.  K.  Dawson, 

Lieut,  Col,  I5th  Infantry,  U,  8,  A,, 

Commanding  Coast  Defences  Maine,  Portland,  Me* 


Captain  Robinson  to  Captain  Hntekinson. 

Campobello,  N.  B.,  August  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  I  went  over  to  Treat's  island  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  you  and  calling 
your  attention  to  the  practicing  the  guns  of  the  battery  on  that  island  upon  Friar's  Head,  so 
called,  in  Campobello ;  and  also  to  that  of  a  shot  having  richocheted  over  the  Head  during 
the  practice  on  Thursday,  the  11th  instant,  passing  over  a  house  and  striking  the  earth  near 
a  bam  occui>ied  by  a  man  named  Taylor. 

I  had  awaited  until  then,  hoping  to  have  heard  from  you  some  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances, having  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  the  latter  event  was  purely  accidental. 

But  in  your  position  as  commandant  of  a  fort  you  must  be  aware,  on  consideration,  that 
firing  shot  into  a  friendly  and  neighboring  territory,  without  permission,  is  entirely  against 
all  law  of  nations;  and  although  owning  the  soil,  I  much,  question  whether  it  would  have 
been  in  my  power  to  grant  permission,  even  had  it  been  asked,  as  the  sovereignty  of  the  soil 
lies  in  the  nation,  not  in  the  individual. 

It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  create  any  ill  feeliuff  on  this  occasion,  or  make  any  unnecessary 
importance  of  the  affair,  it  being,  as  I  thoroughly  believe,  purely  a  piece  of  inadvertence ; 
but  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  so  in  writing,  and  also  that 
the  same  may  not  be  repeated,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  answer  the  inquiries  of  those  supe- 
rior to  me  in  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ROBINSON, 
J,  P,  and  Captain  Royal  Xavy, 
Capt.  Hutchinson,  U.  S.  A., 

Commandant  Forts,  Sfc, 


Captain  Hutchinson  to  Captain  Robinson, 

Eastport,  Me.,  August  16,  1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date. 
In  reply,  I  would  say  'twas  not  my  intention  to  practice  the  battery  on  the  island  until  I  had 
receivea  permission  from  you,  Ijut  on  that  day  having  some  militar^^c^mpanj^ho^wished  to 
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see  the  effect  of  two  or  three  shots  ag^ainst  the  Head,  and  not  hayfaig  the  least  idea  the  shot 
would  miss  the  Head,  I  took  the  liberty  to  fire  three  ihots,  and  to  guard  against  doing  any  in- 
joij,  I  was  careful  to  have  the  gun  depressed,  so  as  to  have  the  shot  to  ffOl  short,  ratner  than 
run  the  risk  of  carrying  over  the  Head ;  but,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  the  first  shot  (ea  it 
afterwards  proved)  ricocheted  after  striking  the  water,  and  passed  over  the  Head,  striking 
as  Ton  stated  in  your  letter.  At  the  time  we  all  thought  the  ball  lodged  against  the  ledge, 
and  not  until  the  next  day  did  I  know  of  the  facts.  I  went  over  immediately  on  learning 
the  circumstance  and  saw  Mr.  Parker,  who  showed  me  where  the  shot  struck.  I  followed 
the  coarse,  and  found  the  shot  in  an  adjoining  pasture.  The  other  two  shots  I  found  on  the 
beach  undisr  the  Head. 

I  was  treated  very  kindly  by  Mr.  Parker  and  others  whom  I  met  while  on  the  island,  and 
to  whom  I  i^logized,  assuring  them  it  would  not  be  repeated,  at  the  same  time  intending 
to  call  on  you  and  do  the  same. 

Circumstances  since  the  affair  have  been  such  that  I  have  been  unable  to  do  so.    Hoping 
the  affair  will  create  no  ill  feeling,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  call  upon  you  personally  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  and  give,  perhaps,  a  more  satisfactory  explaiuttion. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  P.  HUTCHINSON, 

Captain^  Commanding  Fort  SuUivan, 

J.  BOBIITSON, 

J,  P.  and  Captain  Royal  Navy^  CampobtUo^  N,  B. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

W<uhingUm,  December  15,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord  Lyons's  note  of  the 
5th  instant,  together  with  its  accompanjing  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  gover- 
nor general  of  Canada,  relative  to  the  schemes  of  the  insurgents  in  Canada  against 
the  United  plates. 
Accept,  sir,  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  Hume  Burnlbv,  Esq.,  i(c,t  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seioard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

WashiTigton,  December  15,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th 
instant,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Lahuan,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  it 
will  receive  attention. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Home  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^v.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Waahingtonf  December  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  12th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  note  from  his  excellency  the  gov- 
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ernor  general  of  Canada  relative  to  the  alleged  existence  of  a  military  oi^ani- 
zation  in  Canada  of  fngidves  from  the  United  States,  which  formed  the  subject 
of  my  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo  to  Lord  Lyons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Es^.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

\  British  Legation,  WcuhingUm,  December  16,  18(54. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  telegraphic  message  from  Viscount 
Monck,  begging  me  to  convey  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  prompt  and  satisfactory 
explanation  of  General  Dix's  order. 

He  begs  me  to  assure  you  of  his  vexation  at  the  turn  affairs  have  taken  in 
the  St.  Albans  case,  and  that  the  Canadian  government  are  doing  everything 
in  their  power  to  remedy  the  mischief  done  by  the  magistrate's  extraordinary 
decision. 

As  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  however,  prevails  in  consequence  of  General 
Dix's  order.  Viscount  Monck  is  anxious  to  know  whether  you  would  object  to 
his  making  public  the  substance  of  what  I  telegraphed  to  him,  which  was,  "  that 
the  order  had  been  issued  without  instructions,  but  that  steps  would  be  taken 
to  prevent  action  on  that  portion  of  it  which  related  to  crossing  the  border  into 
Canada." 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4n^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  14th  in- 
stant relative  to  the  two  apprentices  of  the  Cuzco,  in  which  you  are  good  enough 
to  inform  me  that  this  government  does  not  deem  itself  under  either  a  legal  or 
moral  obligation  to  deliver  up  the  aforenamed  deserters  or  to  pay  any  damages  for 
their  detention,  and  that  this  decision  is  based  upon  the  ground  that  in  a  similar 
case  which  occurred  in  England  the  British  government  refused  to  deliver  up 
two  American  deserters. 

I  was  under  the  impression,  when  your  note  of  the  16th  ultimo  reached  me, 
that  it  had  been  implied  that  the  boys  would  be  given  up,  owing  to  an  expression 
made  use  of  by  R.  A.  Hill  in  a  letter  which  formed  one  of  the  enclosures  with 
regard  to  John  Williams.  "  He  will  be  given  up  to  any  one  authorized  to  re- 
ceive him ;"  the  other  being  in  the  naval  hospital  of  New  York,  unfit  for  service 
of  any  kind.  I  will,  however,  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  copy  of 
}r  Majesty's  government,  and  would  beg  leave  to  repeat,  what  I 


your  note  to  her 

mentioned  in  my  note  of  the  18th  ultimo,  tiiat  the  name  of  the  other  boy  is  not 

Arthur  Oox  but  Alfred  Detaick, 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  17, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  have  received  from  Vice- Ad- 
miral Sir  Augustus  Kuper,  commanding  her  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the  eastern 
seas,  an  account  of  the  successful  operations  lately  undertaken  by  a  combined 
squadron  of  English,  French,  Dutch,  and  United  States  vessels  against  the  bat- 
teries erected  by  the  Japanese  prince  of  Nagato  in  the  straits  of  Simono-Saki. 

Sir  A.  Kuper  reports  that  the  most  cordial  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout 
the  operations  between  the  officers  and  men  of  the  allied  forces,  and  he  attributes, 
in  great  measure,  to  that  good  feeling  the  speedy  and  entire  success  with  which 
the  operations  of  the  combined  squadron  were  crowned. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  great  pleasure  that  I  am  enabled  to  lay  before  yon  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  Sir  A.  Kuper  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Fearson» 
of  the  United  States  navy,  expressing  the  sense  which  the  British  admiral  enter- 
tains of  the  important  services  rendered  on  that  occasion  by  the  officers  and  men 
detached  from  the  United  States  corvette  Jamestown.  And,  in  accordance  with 
the  wish  of  the  admiralty,  her  Majesty's  government  instructs  me  torequestthat 
the  United  States  government  will  have  the  goodness  to  convey  to  Lieutenant 
Pearson  the  acknowledgment  of  the  lords  commissioners  for  the  ready  co-op- 
eration which  that  gallant  officer  afforded  to  the  British  admiral  during  the  whole 
of  the  operations  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Admiral  Kuper  to  LieutenatU  Pearson, 

Her  Maj^isty's  Ship  Euryalus, 

Straits  of  Simono-Saki,  SepUmber  11,  1864. 

8m :  The  operations  in  the  straits  of  Simono-Saki  having  terminated,  I  am  desirous  of 
conveying  to  yourself,  and  tbroo^h  you  to  the  men  under  your  immediate  orders,  the  expres- 
sion of  my  best  thanks  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Takiang  throughout  the  nrogreag 
of  the  recent  events,  which  have  been  attended  with  the  most  complete  and  successful  results. 
The  courtesy  shown  by  you  in  receiving  temporarily  on  board  the  Takiang  the  wounded 
of  the  squadron  has  been  of  considerable  fuivantage  to  us,  and  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in 
reporting  to  her  Mf^esty^s  government  vour  ready  acquiescence  in  my  wishes  on  all  occasions 
when  the  services  of  the  Takiang  could  be  made  available  in  any  manner  towards  the  success 
of  the  operations. 

I  have,  &c, 

AUGUSTUS  L.  KUPER, 
Vice-Admiral  and  Commander-in'Chitf, 
Lieutenant  Pearson,  U.  S.  N. 

U.  S,  Steam  Vessel  Takiang, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  under  the  instructions  which  I 
have  received  from  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs* 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons  relative  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  United  States  government,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  reservation 
right  to  increase  their  naval  armament  upon  the  North  American  lakes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
homble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^v.,  ^.  ^.  ^,y,„^„  „y  ^^.v^^lc 
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Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Foreign  Office,  November^,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Tonr  lordship,  in  your  despatch  of  the  S8th  altimo,  has  referred  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  United  States  government  to  eive  notice  to  her  Majesty's  frovemment  that,  in 
conformity  with  the  treaty  reservation  of  the  right  to  give  such  notice,  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment will  deem  themselves  at  liberty,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  the  communi- 
cation shall  have  been  made,  to  increase  their  naval  armament  upon  the  North  American  lakes, 
if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs  should  require  it;  and  you  have  enclosed  a  copy 
of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which,  after  referring  to  the  case  of  the  Cheaa- 

Seake,  and  after  relating  various  acts  of  aggression  firom  Canada,  namely,  the  seizure  and 
estruction  of  the  Philo  Parsons  and  Island  Queen  on  the  lakes,  and  the  attack  upon  the  town 
of  St.  Albans,  in  Vermont,  by  a  party  of  twenty-five  men,  issuing  from  the  British  territory, 
proceeds  to  lay  down  the  following  important  propositions: 

1.  *' The  insufficiency  of  the  Bntish  neutrality  act,  and  of  the  warnings  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation  to  arrest  the  causes  of  the  complaint  referred  to,  were  anticipated  early  in  the 
existing  struggle,  and  the  British  government  was  asked  to  apply  a  remedy  by  passing  an  act 
more  stringent  in  its  character,  such  as  ours  of  the  10th  of  March,  J83C5,  which  was  occasioned 
by  a  similar  condition  of  affairs."  This  request  has  not  been  complied  with,  though  its 
reasonableness  and  necessity  have  been  shown  by  subsequent  acts. 

2.  **  It  is  now  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  give  notice  to  Earl  Russell,  in  conformity  with  the 
treaty  reservation  of  that  right,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  you  shall  have 
made  this  communication,  toe  United  States  will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the 
naval  armaments  upon  the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  quarter 
shall  then  require  it." 

3.  After  again  recurring  to  the  measure  of  1838,  Mr.  Seward  says:  **I  should  fail,  how- 
ever, to  express  a  sincere  conviction  of  this  government  ifl  should  not  repeat  now,  what  I  have 
heretofore  so  often  had  occasion  to  say,  that  practically  the  policy  of  neutrality  which  her  Ma- 
jesty  has  proclaimed  has  failed  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  the  British  colonies,  and 
especially  in  the  latter,  and  that  it  must  continue  to  fail  more  conspicuously  every  day  so  long 
as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  they  are 
in  any  way  able,  by  evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use  the  British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a 
base  for  felonious  depredations  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  nor  are  we  able  to 
conceive  of  anv  remedy  adequate  to  the  present  exigency  but  the  recognition  by  her  Majesty's 
government  of  the  first  and  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and 
territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government.** 

On  the  23d  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Adams  the  note  which  I  enclose,  and  the  several 
documents  annexed  to  it ;  but  as  they  are  the  same  in  substance  as  the  communication  you 
have  sent  me,  I  think  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  deal  with  the  formal  and  authoritatiye 
despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

1 .  The  reference  to  the  act  of  March  1 0, 1 838,  (of  which  I  enclose  a  copy, )  will  not  have  any 
application  with  respect  to  vessels  leaving  the  shores  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  difficulty 
in  regard  to  vessels  fitted  out  or  equipped  in  our  home  ports  has  always  consisted  in  proving  that 
the  vessel  was  **  provided  or  prepar^ for  any  militarpr  expedition  or  enterprise  against  the  ter- 
ritory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace,**  and  a 
similar  difficulty  would  be  found  in  enacting  a  law  exactly  copied  from  the  United  States  act 
of  March  10,  lBi38.  With  regard  to  **terri  tones  conterminous  with  the  United  States,**  it  might, 
indeed,  more  easily  be  proved,  with  respect  to  any  military  bodies  assembled  near  the  border, 
that  they  were  intended  to  cross  the  frontier  in  hostility  to  a  state  with  whom  her  Majesty  is 
at  pNeace.  On  this  part  of  the  question  I  have  to  desire  you  to  assure  Mr.  Seward  that  the 
subject  is  undergoing  the  most  searching  investigation  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  with 
a  view  to  take  tue  most  effectual  measures  to  prevent  incursions  from  the  bordering  British 
provinces  into  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  to  observe  that  in 
the  early  part  of  the  war,  while  active  efforts  were  made  to  fit  out,  in  British  ports,  ships  in- 
tended to  DO  completed  in  the  waters  of  other  neutral  States,  as  ships-of-war,  and  thence  to 
be  employed  as  cruisers  against  the  United  States,  but  few,  if  any,  attempts  were  made  to 
disturb  the  frontier  of  Canada  by  military  or  naval  expeditions.  Hence  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March,  1838,  was  not  considered  to  be  applicable  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  I  may 
also  observe,  that  during  the  late  insturrection  in  Poland,  although  the  governments  of  Aus- 
tria and  Prussia  were,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  interests,  unfavorable  to  that  insurrection, 
and  although  their  means  of  repression  were  much  more  available  and  much  more  energetic 
tban  ours  ever  can  be,  yet  insurgent  expeditions  from  Galicia  and  from  the  Duchy  of  Posen 
were  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  The  governor  of  Canada,  it  is  admitted  bv  the  United 
States  government,  has  done  all  that  he  could  lawfully  do,  and  if  his  efforts  should  fail  and 
other  measures  of  repression  consistent  with  the  nature  of  our  government  shall  be  found 
requisite,  her  Maiesty*B  government  will  not  hesitate  to  propose  them. 

2.  It  is  perfectly  competent  to  the  United  States  to  give  notice  that  at  the  end  of  six  months 
that  government  will  be  at  liberty  to  increase  theirnaval  force  on  the  lakes.  It  is  certainly  true 
that  while  both  nations  are  disarmed  on  the  lakes,  marauders  or  depredators  may  destroy  or 
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capture  nnarmed  yessels  belong^ng^  to  either  partj.  Her  Majeety  will,  of  coTirse,  be  at  liberty 
also  to  insrease  her  naval  force  on  the  lakes  at  the  expiration  of  the  six  months  after  notice, 
if  she  shall  think  fit  so  to  do.  But  it  is  to  be  hopc^  that  when  peace  is  restored  the  former 
agreement,  which  was  formed  upon  just  and  wise  considerations,  may  be  renewed,  as  one 
that  must  be  advantafreoos  to  both  parties. 

3.  The' next  proposition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  declares  the  neutrality  proclaimed  by  her 
Majesty  to  have  failed,  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  the  colonies ;  that  it  must  con- 
tinue to  fail  so  long  as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  aeents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  so  lone  as  those  persons  are  in  an^  way  able,  by  evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use  the 
British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depredations ;  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  adds,  that  the  onl;^  remedy  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  able  to  con- 
ceive, is  the  **  recognition  by  ner  Majesty^  government  of  the  first  and  exclusive  sever* 
eignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  government'* 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  this  proposal  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  a 
demand  that  Great  Britain  should  cease  to  acknowledge  the  belligerent  character  of  the  south- 
em  States,  and  treat  the  southern  citizens  as  felons  and  pirates.  In  order  to  consider  this 
matter  fully,  I  find  it  necessary  to  recur  to  the  events  of  toe  last  three  years. 

President  Lincoln,  immediately  after  his  accession  to  power  in  J8GI,  found  himself  face  to 
face  with  a  most  formidable  insurrection.  In  the  month  of  April,  1861,  he  ordered  a  levy  of 
seventy-five  thousand  men  to  meet  the  danger.  Finding  this  number  insufficient,  armies  of 
three,  four,  and  even  seven  hundred  thousand  men  have  been  raised,  embodied,  marched, 
exposed  to  battles  and  Bieges,  worn  by  fight  and  fever,  exhausted,  consumed,  and  replenished 
in  this  mighty  contest  With  similar  purposes  the  President,  in  the  same  month  of  April, 
1861,  proclaimed  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  seven  States,  and  the  blockade  of  two  other 
States  was  added  immediately  afterwards.  A  navy  was  suddenly  created,  supposed  to  be 
adequate  to  the  task  of  blockading  three  thousand  miles  of  coast 

Her  Majesty's  government  could  not,  any  more  than  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  fail  to 
recognize  in  tne  vast  extent  of  the  territories  involved  in  hostilities,  and  in  the  fierce  nature  of 
the  contest,  a  civil  war  of  the  most  extraordinary  character. 

In  proclaiming  that  both  parties  in  this  vast  war  were  to  be  treated  as  belligerents,  and  in 
admitting  the  validity  of  a  blockade  of  three  thousand  miles  of  coast,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment acknowledged  an  existing  fact,  and  recognized  the  international  law  applicable  to  that 
SkL  But  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  disguise  from  themselves  the  dimculties  which 
would  beset,  under  any  state  of  law,  the  task  of  preventing  undue  aid  being  jriven  by  indi- 
viduals among  the  Queen's  subjects  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerents.  Tne  identity  of 
language,  the  increasing  intercourse  of  trade,  the  immense  extent  of  ship-building  carriea  on 
in  this  country,  and  the  ingenuity  of  speculators  in  defeating  laws  and  proclamations,  made 
it  impossible  that  there  should  not  be  many  escapes  from  the  vigilance  of  the  government, 
and  many  successful  stratagems  to  disguise  hostile  proceedings. 

Still  her  Majesty's  government  counted  on  the  fair  consideration  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  what  was  possible  on  their  estimate  of  the  honest  intention  of  the  British 
Executive,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  latitude,  both  of  opinion  and  of  action,  prevailing 
among  a  people  nurtured  like  that  of  the  United  States  in  free  Institutions. 

Her  Majesty's  government  also  thought  that  the  United  States  must  be  aware  that  the  law 
of  nations  and  the  circumstances  of  the  war  gave  an  immense  advantage  to  the  federalists 
against  the  confederates  in  obtainiog  warlike  supplies.  In  confirmation  of  this  remark,  it 
may  be  reckoned  that  besides  very  many  batteries  of  artillery,  five  hundred  thousand  rifles 
have  been  manufactured  in  this  country  and  conveyed  to  the  shores  of  the  northern  Statt^s, 
to  be  used  by  the  federal  troops  in  the  war.  It  may  safely  be  said,  also,  that  many  thou- 
sands of  the  Queen's  subiects  have  held  these  rifles  against  the  hearts  of  men  whom  her  Ma- 
jes^  does  not  regard  as  her  enemies. 

The  supplies  sent  to  the  confederates  are,  on  the  other  hand,  very  commonly  intercepted 
and  captured  on  the  sea  by  federal  ships-of-war.  Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  have 
put  in  force  impartially  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  have  prosecuted  those  persons,  who, 
m  wparent  violation  of  that  law,  have  fitted  out  vessels  in  our  ports  with  the  purpose,  as  it 
was  believed,  of  aiding  in  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  or  who  have  been  engaged  in 
enlisting  seamen  or  recruits  in  the  service  of  either  belligerent ;  and  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  succeeded  in  preventing  the  departure  from  the  Clyde  and  the  Mersey  of  several 
Bhips  intended  for  the  service  of  the  confederates. 

Such  being  the  state  of  affairs,  her  Majesty's  government  are  not  prepared  either  to  deny 
to  the  southern  States  belligerent  rights,  or  to  propose  to  Parliament  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom  generally  more  stringent. 

To  allow  to  the  United  States  the  belligerent  rights  of  blockade  and  of  search  and  def^- 
tion  to  the  widest  extent,  and  to  refuse  them  altogether  to  the  other  party  in  the  civil  war, 
who  have  possession  of  an  extensive  territory,  who  have  all  the  forms  of^a  regular  government, 
framed  on  the  mould  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  who  are  wielding  large  regular  armies, 
would,  her  Majesty's  government  presume  to  think,  be  as  contrary  to  the  practice  of  civil- 
ized  natidns  as  it  would  be  to  the  rules  of  justice  and  of  international  law. 
Neither  can  her  Majesty's  government  refuse  an  asylum  to  persons  landing  on  our  shoiiM 
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and  conforming  to  onr  laws,  merely  because  sncli  persons  may  be  or  may  have  been  in  hos- 
tility with  a  ^vemment  or  nation  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

l^he  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States  have  thought  themselves  compelled,  hj 
the  necessity  of  internal  ¥rar,  to  restrict  and  curtail  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  these  States. 
Her  Migosty's  government  do  not  presume  to  judge  of  that  necessity,  but  they  cannot  find  in 
the  hostilities  which  prevail  on  the  continent  of  North  America  any  justification  for  so  alter- 
ing the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  the  southern  States  of 
America  of  that  asylum  which  Great  Britain  has  always  afforded  to  men  of  all  nations  and 
of  all  political  opinions. 

But  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  complain  that  her  Majesty's  policy  of  neu- 
trality has  failed,  her  Majesty's  government  have  had  frequent  occasion  to.  complain  that  the 
United  States  have  carried  beyond  all  acknowledged  limits  the  rights  of  belligerents.  The 
crews  of  vessels  seized  as  blockade*runners,  who,  by  the  law  of  nations,  are  only  subject 
to  detention  till  the  case  of  the  vessel  in  which  thev  were  found  has  been  heard  in  a  prize 
court,  have  been  subjected  to  confinement  for  indefinite  periods  of  time  as  prisoners  of  war, 
and  her  Majesty's  government  have  more  than  once  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  express  their 
opinion  that  such  proceedings  are  a  plain  and  clear  violation  of  neutral  rights. 

The  United  States  government  have  also  compelled  British  merchants  trading  between 
New  York  and  a  neutral  port  to  give  bonds  for  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by  them  in  that 
port,  and  for  the  direction  of  their  future  voyages,  and  this  is  against  the  plain  tenor  of  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  toe  United  States. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  likewise  permitted  their  subordinates  and  re- 
cruiting agents  to  enlist  British  subjects  who  had  been  drugged,  and  had  not,  when  so  en- 
listed, recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

If  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  resisted  more  strenuously  than  they  have  hitherto 
done  these  illegal  and  unfriendly  proceedings,  the  cause  is  to  be  found  in  their  belief  that 
the  passion  and  excitement  of  the  contest  have,  for  a  time,  obscured  the  sense  of  justice  and 
respect  for  law,  which  usually  distinguish  the  United  States,  and  that  with  the  close  of  the 
contest  calm  consideration  will  return,  and  a  just  view  of  these  transactions  will  be  taken. 

The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States  are  earnestly  desired  by  the  government 
of  her  Majesty,  ana  the  necessity  of  securing  peace  and  harmony  on  the  borders  between  the 
British  and  the  United  States  territory  is  fully  acknowledged.  With  this  disposition  on  both 
sides,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  doubt  that  adequate  means  of  repression  will  be 
found,  and  that  signal  failure  will  attend  any  wicked  attempts  which  may  be  made  to  in- 
volve the  two  nations  in  the  calamities  of  war. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  conclude  this  despatch  bv  noticing  the  handsome  terms  in  which 
the  Secretary  of  State  declares  himself  not  only  able  but  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the 
Canadian  authority  has  in  the  last-mentioned  instance  *Uhus  far  co-operated  with  this  gov- 
ernment in  faithful  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  public  peace  to  justice." 
Her  Majesty's  government  trust  such  faithful  co-operation  in  the  performance  of  friendly 
offices  may  long  on  both  sides  continue. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  gfive  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  am,  &c,  RUSSELL. 

Lord  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  17,  1864. 
M^  Dear  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  at  onr  interview 
this  morning,  I  telegraphed  to  the  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  Prince  Edward's  isknd.  to  inform  them  that  things  were  critical  relative  to 
the  St.  Albans  raiders  ;  that  they  must  be  upon  their  guard  lest  they  should 
be  allowed  to  escape  through  their  provinces,  and  increase  the  irritation  which 
is  felt  on  this  subject. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient,  faithful  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  19,*  1864. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  with  much  satisfaction  your  letter  of  the  day 
before  yesterday,  in  which  you  informed  me  of  the  purport  of  telegraphic  com- 
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mmiications  which  you  addressed  to  the  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward's  island,  in  regard  to  the  St.  Albans  marauders. 
Tour  just  and  friendly  spirit  is  highly  appreciated. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc ,  Sfc,  4t:. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  19, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an 
iiutruction  of  this  department  of  the  6th  instant,  and  of  its  enclosures,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister  at  London,*  on  the  subject  of  certain  in- 
tercepted correspondence  of  insurgents  residing  in  Canada. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
J.  Hume  Burnlbv,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4c.,  Sfc, 

[*  See  instruciion,  No.  1183,  to  Mr.  Adams.] 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
authorities,  that  by  a  despatch  of  the  13th  instant  from  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Halifax,  I  have  been  apprised  of  the  existence  of  a  piratical  organization, 
consisting  of  about  three  hunared  persons,  which  has  been  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seizing,  plundering,  or  destroying,  or,  where  it  may  be  practicable,  of 
appropriating  steamers  and  other  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  at  different  points  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  and  on  lakes  sit- 
uated between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  consul  states  that  this  body 
of  desperadoes  will  separate  into  smaller  parties  and  operate  at  different  points ; 
that  a  portion  of  the  band  will  remain  at  Nassau;  that  several  persons  belong- 
iiig  to  the  organization  have  pretended  commissions  from  the  so-called  secretary 
of  the  navy  of  the  insurgents  in  arms  against  this  government ;  that  some  of  the 
parties  connected  with  this  organization  left  Halifax  recently  in  the  steamer 
Acadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and  Havana ;  that  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical 
leaders  engaged  in  the  seizure  of  the  steamers  Chesapeake  and  Roanoke,  was  at 
Halifax  two  or  three  days  before  the  consular  despatch  referred  to  was  written ; 
and  that  he  left  under  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau ;  that  Mc- 
Donald, who  was  associated  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake,  is 
Baid  to  be  in  Canada,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,'<^.,  8^,,  Sfc 
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Mr,  Jackson  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

No.  141.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inforoi  jon  that  an  organization  of  rebels  has  been  formed,  consist- 
ing of  at  least  three  hundred  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  seizins,  plundering,  destroying,  and, 
where  practicable,  appropriating  American  steamers  and  other  vessels  at  dififerent  points 
along  tbe  Atlantic  ana  Pacific  coasts,  and  on  the  upper  lakes. 

The  main  object  of  these  pirates  will  be  to  seize  vessels  having  large  amounts  of  roonej 
on  himd.  This  bodj  of  desperadoes  will  separate  in  smaller  parties  and  operate  at  different 
points.  Their  baue  of  operations  and  headauarters  will  hereafter  be  at  Havana,  at  which 
place  thej  will  be  supplied  with  monej,  ana  such  arms  and  other  means  as  maj  be  neces- 
sary to  facilitate  their  operations.  A  portion  of  the  company  will  probably  remain  at  Nassau ; 
another  portion  will  proceed  from  Havana  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  another  portion  to  California, 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  and  seizing  the  Pacific  mail  steamers. 

Those  steamers  carrying  the  largest  amounts  of  money  will  be  the  special  objects  of  attack. 
Several  pexsons  belonging  to  the  organization  have  commissions  from  the  rebel  secretary  of 
the  navy.  Some  of  the  parties  connected  with  the  piratical  gang  left  here  last  week  in  the 
steamer  Acadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and  Havana,  and  which  steamer,  it  is  sidd,  will 
proceed  from  Havana  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Lieutenant  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders,  and  who  was  connected  with  the  seizure  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Roanoke,  and  who  has  a  commission  from  the  rebel  government,  was 
here  two  or  three  days  ago  in  disguise,  and  left  under  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for 
Nassau.  McDonald,  who  was  connected  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake,  is 
said  to  be  in  Canada,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON,  United  States  Consul. 

F.  W.  Seward,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th 
iuBtant,  and  of  its  enclosures,  relative  to  certain  intercepted  correspondence  from 
persons  residing  in  Canada. 

I  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  of  Canada  copies  of  your  communication,  and  that  I  will  avail 
myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  make  her  Majesty's  government  acquainted 
with  the  information  which  is  contained  therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  a  note  on  the  17th  instant,  under  the 
instruction  which  I  had  received  from  her  Majesty's  government,  requesting  the 
United  States  coverament  to  convey  to  Lieutenant  Pearson  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  for  the  ready  cooperation 
which  that  gallant  officer  afforded  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  L.  Knper  during  the 
operations  in  which*  the  combined  forces  of  Great  Britain,  France,  the  Nether- 
lands, and  the  United  States  had  recently  been  engaged  in  the  straits  of  Simon- 
osaki,  in  Japan.  ^^  , 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIPLOMATIC  COEBESPONDENCE.  23 

It  18  now  my  pleasing  duty  to  state  to  you  that  tbe  Queen  is  desirous  of  evincing 
her  high  appreciation  of  the  zealous  co-operation  of  Lieutenant  Pearson,  and  of 
the  conduct  of  the  United  States  naval  forces,  on  the  occasion  in  question,  by 
nominating  Lieutenant  Pearson  a  companion  of  the  military  division  of  the  order 
of  the  Bath,  and  her  Majesty  trusts  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  will 
be  pleased  to  allow  that  officer  to  accept  the  honor  which  her  Majesty  is  desi- 
rous to  confer  upon  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  su:,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewahd,  ^.,  ^.,  8fc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  21,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2 1st  De- 
cember, relative  to  the  alleged  organization  formed  in  Halifax  for  seizing  Uni- 
ted States  ships  on  the  lakes  situated  between  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  at  different  points  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts. 

I  have  this  day  transmitted  copies  of  that  note  to  their  excellencies  the  gov- 
ernor general  of  Canada  and  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^ ,  ^. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  instructions  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  United  States  government  copies,  herewith  enclosed,  of  Sir  Ruth- 
erford Alcock's  despatches  on  the  late  events  in  Japan. 

Her  Majesty's  government  having  considered  these  despatches,  has  signified 
to  Sir  R.  Alcock,  in  the  despatch  of  which  I  beg  also  to  enclose  a  copy,  her 
Majesty's  gracious  approval  of  his  conduct. 

As  regards  the  future  policy  to  be  observed  in  dealing  with  the  Japanese  gov- 
enunent,  her  Majesty's  government  think  it  advisable  to  await  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  which,  at  the  date  of  Sir  R.  Alcock's  despatches,  were  still  in  pro- 
gress between  the  representatives  of  the  treaty  powers  and  the  ministers  of  the 
Tycoon,  and  perhaps  the  arrival  of  Sir  R.  Alcock  in  England,  which  may  be 
expected  in  a  few  weeks,  before  taking  any  definitive  decision  on  the  subject ; 
bat  in  the  meanwhile  her  Majes^'s  representative  in  Japan  will  be  apprised 
with  reference  to  Sir  R.  Alcock's  despatch  No.  63,  of  the  28th  of  September, 
that  her  Majesty's  government  are  willing  to  renounce  any  money  payment  on 
account  of  the  forbearance  shown  by  the  allied  troops  in  dealing  with  the  town 
of  Simonsoaki,  and  on  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  against  the 
Prince  of  Nagato,  if  greater  or  equal  advantages  can  be  secured  by  stipulations 
to  be  obtained  from  the  Tycoon  or  the  Mikado. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc„  Sfx:.,  S^.  r^  i 
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Earl  Russdl  to  Sir  R.  Alcock. 

FoR£i«N  Office,  December  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  28th  of  December  is  a  successful  vindication  of  the  policy  you 
hare  pursned. 

My  despatches  of  the  26th  of  July  were  written  with  a  view  to  discourajje  the  interruption 
of  a  progressive  trade  by  acts  of  hostility,  and  to  forbid  recourse  to  force  while  the  treaty 
was  generally  observed.  These  despatches  you  will  understand  remain  in  Ml  force.  But  the 
documents  you  have  sent  me,  which  arrived  by  the  last  mail,  show  that  the  silk  trade  was 
almost  wholly  interrupted  by  the  Tycoon,  who  seemed  to  be  preparing  to  abet  or  to  abandon 
the  project  of  driving  out  foreigners  according  to  the  boldness  or  the  timidity  of  our  demeanor. 
In  this  position  there  could  be  no  better  course  than  to  punish  and  disarm  the  Daimio  Prince 
of  Nagata.    That  course  had  these  three  separate  advantages : 

1.  It  jpave  the  best  promise  of  concurrence  of  the  four  powers,  as  France,  Holland  and  the 
United  States  had  all  been  sufferers  from  the  Prince  of  Choshin's  violation  of  treaty,  while 
we  were  most  exposed  to  risk  and  loss  by  any  Japanese  attack  on  Yokohama. 

2.  It  involved  proceeding  only  against  a  rebellious  vassal,  and  not  against  the  Mikado  or 
the  Tycoon. 

3.  If  the  operation  should  prove  successful,  the  four  powers  were  under  no  obligation  to 
undertake  further  hostilities,  unless  fresh  provocation  should  be  received. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  received  with  great  satisfaction  the  account  of  the  naval 
operations  of  the  four  squadrons,  and  their  result,  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  60. 
Those  operations  were  conducted  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  the  loss  was  not  considerable, 
the  four  powers  acted  in  harmony  together,  no  defenceless  city  suffered  during  the  hostili- 
ties, and  the  terms  granted  to  the  offending  Daimio  were  moderate  towards  him  and  sufficient 
for  us. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  am  commanded  to  express  to  you  her  Majesty's  full  approbation 
of  your  conduct 

I  am,  sir, 

RUSSELL. 

Sir  E.  Alcock,  K.  C.  B.,  *C|  *c.,  S^e. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  your  note  of  tbe  13th  instant,  relative  to  the  supposed  im- 
position practiced  on  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  in  the  case  of  the  HarriBes, 
of  the  Young  Republic,  by  means  of  false  and  fraudulent  affidavits.  I  at  once  put 
myself  in  communication  with  Mr.  Archibald,  desiring  him  to  investigate  the 
matter,  and  to  report  to  me  on  the  subject. 

From  the  reply  of  Mr.  Archibald,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose, 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  suppositions  of  the  War  Department  in  this  respect  seem 
to  have  been  but  too  well  founded. 

At  the  same  time,  in  justification  of  Mr.  Archibald,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
he  seems  to  have  done  all  that  was  right  and  proper  on  this  occasion.  He  seems 
throughout  to  have  been  in  communication  with  General  Dix,  to  whom  his  sus- 
picions were  imparted ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  unworthy  part  played  by 
Rainey  in  this  transaction,  and  the  false  oaths  taken  by  the  witnesses  brought 
forward,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  truth  would  have  been  arrived  at  In  all 
cases  submitted,  the  affidavits  are  forwarded  as  received,  with  the  proviso  that, 
should  the  statement  be  found  correct,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case  warrant 
the  applicant's  release,  he  may  be  liberated,  and  not  on  any  other  grounds. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  her  Majesty's  consul  thoroughly  to  sift  all  the 
applications  which  are  daily  and  hourly  made  at  his  office,  more  particularly  when 
men  are  found  base  enough  to  perjure  themselves  in  the  shamdess  way  in  which 
these  witnesses  seem  to  have  done.  The  machinery  at  the  command  of  the  War 
Office  enables  them  to  do  this  much  more  effectually,  and  I  should  be  the  first 
person  to  wish  that  a  thorough  investigation  should  take  place,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  innocent  and  guilty  from  being  mixed  up  in  one  conmion  doom.     I 
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regret  qnite  as  much  as  Mr.  Archibald  that  these  men  have  regiuiied  their  Kbertj 
under  ndse  pretences. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient, 
kunble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc^  ^.,  9^. 


Mr.  Archibald  to  Mr.  BumUy. 

British  Consulate,  New  York,  December  17, 1864. 

8iR :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  joar  despatch  of  the  15th  instaot, 
caUing'  mj  serions  attention  to  an  enclo»»d  copj  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  Secretaiy 
of  Slate  of  the  United  States,  remarking  on  the  genoineness  of  the  affidavits  offered  in  sup* 
port  of  the  nationality  of  the  two  Harrises,  and  instructing  me  to  set  ^n  foot  an  inquiry,  with  a 
Tiew  to  ascertaining  whether  any  imposition  has  been  practiced,  and  to  report  to  you  on  the 
subjecL 

fii  reply,  it  is  with  extreme  regret  I  have  to  report,  that  about  a  week  ago  I  first  entertained 
suspicions,  which  have  since  been  confirmed,  that  an  imposition  had  been  practiced  upon  ma 
in  rd^rence  to  the  affidavits  forwarded  to  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  31st  of  October.  I  com« 
mnnieated  my  suspicions  to  General  Dix  on  the  following  day,  but  it  was  unhappily  then  too  late 
to  axrest  the  party  most  guilty  in  the  transaction,  namely,  William  Bainey,  late  purser  of  the 
Young  Eepublic. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  of  the  two  Harrises,  so  far  as  they  came  under  my  cognizance, 
are  as  follows :  on  my  return  from  England,  these  men  together  with  Bainey  were  imprisoned 
at  Fort  Lafeyette ;  I  was  informed  by  the  acting  consul  that  they  had  all  made  affidavits  of  their 
British  nationality ;  but  that  further  proof  was  required,  especiallv  in  regard  to  Frank  M. 
Harris.     I  never  saw  either  of  the  Harrises  until  after  their  release  nrom  Fort  Lafayette. 

On  the  6th  October,  William  Rainey,  the  purser  of  the  Toung  Republic,  was  discharged. 
He  reported  himself  at  this  office,  and  it  was  quite  manifest  from  his  strong  north-of-Ireland 
accent,  and  his  appearance,  that  he  was  a  native-bom  British  subject.  He  subsequentlv  called 
at  this  officq  several  times,  and  spoke  of  the  hardship  and  injustice  of  detaining  the  two 
Harrises  in  prison,  always  asserting  that  they  were  both  undoubtedly  British  subjects,  and 
adding  that  they  were  sufifering  from  ill  health. 

There  was  a  frankness  of  manner  about  Rainey  which  led  me  to  place  confidence  in  hia 
statements.  He  told  me  he  knew  they  could  get  out  bv  paying  money,  but  he  thought  it  an 
unjust  thing  that  they  should  have  to  pay  for  their  Hoerty  when  they  were  legally  entitled 
to  it.  I  inquired  if  they  had  not  written  for  proof  from  England.  He  replie<5  **  Yes,  they 
had ;  but  thiot  their  letters  had  either  miscarried,  or  that  some  unaccountable  delav  had  taken 
place ;  but  he  said  he  knew  there  were  people  from  the  old  country  here  who  could  prove  the 
nationality  of  both  the  Harrises,  if  he  coula  but  meet  with  them." 

On  the  31 8t  October  Rainey  called  upon  me,  accompanied  by  two  persons,  well  dressed 
and  of  respectable  appearance,  entire  strangers  to  me,  and  told  me  they  were  two  English- 
men whom  he  had  fallen  in  with,  and  who  both  knew  the  Harrises,  and  could  swear  to  theii 
nationality.  I  examined  them  on  the  subject  Both,  I  lament  to  say  and  believe,  were  Eng- 
lishmen. The  one  calling  himself  Cragg  undoubtedly  was  so.  He  was  stout-built,  respect- 
ably dressed,  fully  sixty  years  of  age,  and  with  an  unmistakable  Yorkshire  dialect.  They 
gave  without  hesitation  their  addresses — the  one  at  Bosfon,  the  other  at  Philadelphia.  1  was 
very  busy  that  morning,  and  said  I  could  not  further  attend  to  the  matter,  but  that  if  they 
eoiUd  call  on  the  following  morning  I  would  take  their  affidavits  on  the  subject  The  one 
calling  himself  Foster  said  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Philadelphia  by  the  afternoon  train ; 
and  C&agg  said  he  was  going  back  to  Boston  on  the  next  morning.  I  said,  *'  Very  well ;  if 
they  would  call  in  the  afternoon  at  three,  or  half  past,  I  would  attend  to  the  matter."  At 
the  appointed  time  they  returned  with  Rainey,  ana,  their  statements  being  repeated  and  re- 
dncea  to  writing  in  the  form  of  affidavits,  they  respectively  signed  and  swore  to  them  before 
me. 

So  far  as  regards  the  demeanor  and  appearance  of  the  witnesses,  who  were  grave,  intelli- 
gent, and  respectful,  I  confess  I  had  not  the  least  suspicion  that  a  deception  was  being  prao- 
tieed  upon  me ;  but,  confiding  in  the  veracity  of  their  statements,  I  subsequently  pressea  tha 
case  of^the  prisoners  on  your  consideration. 

On  the  first  of  December  the  two  Harrises,  accompanied  by  Rainey,  called  at  this  office  and 
reported  that  they  bad  been  discharged  on  the  29th  of  November ;  that  the  marshal  was  sat- 
isfied there  had  been  a  mistake  of  Frank  M.  Harris  for  some  other  person  of  the  same  name* 
This  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  seen  either  of  them.  They  remained  but  a  few  minutea. 
On  Monday,  the  5th  instant,  Frank  M.  Harris  again  called,  mentioning  that  he  had  been  de- 
tained, by  order  of  General  Dix,  from  sailing  in  the  Corsica,  and  was  at  liberty  on  his  parol^ 
with  orders  to  attend  at  the  general  headquarters  on  the  following  morning  at  11  o'clock,  and 
lequested  that  I  would  send  a  clerk  at  that  hour  to  identify  him  as  the  Frank  M.  Harris  who 
bad  been  liberated  from  Fort  Lafayette.    I  told  him  that  the  marshal  could  better  do  thativ 
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bnt,  as  be  repeated  bis  request,  I  said  I  wonld  comply  witb  it.  I  tben  bad  some  conrersa- 
tion  witb  bim,  and  remarked,  tbat  bad  Dot  bis  nationalitj  been  so  positivelj  sworn  to  by 
bimself  and  others,  I  sbonld  certainly  bare  taken  bim  for  an  American.  He  persisted  in 
stating  tbat  be  was  an  Englisbman,  and  a  native  oi  Qrimsb^,  in  Yorkshire.  On  my  observ- 
ing again  tbat  bis  manner  and  appearance  were  quite  Amencan,  be  accounted  for  it  by  say- 
ing be  bad  sailed  out  of  tbe  States  a  good  deal,  and  as  a  boy  be  bad  been  in  Charleston  with 
bis  father  some  ten  years  ago.  His  father,  he  said,  was  a  native  of  Liverpool,  but  tbat  be 
bimself  really  was  a  native  of  Grimsby,  in  Yorkshire.  He  added  tbat  be  had  been  mistaken 
for  another  person  of  the  same  name,  but  that  the  marshal  was  now  quite  satisfied  of  tbe 
mistake,  and  that  a  person  who  was  said  to  be  bis  father  bad  declared  be  knew  nothing 
about  bim. 

On  tbe  following  day  my  clerk  attended  at  General  Dix's  headquarters ;  but  Harris,  it  ap- 
pears, was  not  forthcoming.  Even  tben  mv  suspicions  of  falsehood  on  the  part  of  the  wit- 
nesses were  not  aroused ;  but  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  when  I  sent  to  tbe  botel  where 
Bainey  bad  lodged  to  inauire  of  bim  respecting  them,  I  found  he  bad  left  New  York  also. 
Tbe  information  conveyeo  in  Mr.  Seward*s  note  tbat  these  witnesses  are  not  to  be  found  at 
tbe  addresses  given  by  them,  leaves,  I  fear,  no  room  to  doubt  tbat  they  have  sworn  falsely, 
and  under  other  names  than  their  proper  ones. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  use  all  practicable  means  to  trace  and  discover  tbe  parties  who  made 
these  affidavits  before  me,  and  trust  I  may  be  successful.  I  can  only  repeat  tbe  expression 
of  my  deep  regret  that  so  gross  a  fraud  has  been  practiced  upon  me.  I  lament  it  tne  more 
since,  altbougn  I  have  at  all  times  endeavored  to  use  proper  precautions  in  submittins^  for 
your  consideration  statements  of  facts  made  by  other  parties,  yet,  through  tbe  confi&nce 
which  has  been  placed  in  tbe  prudence  as  well  as  in  the  integrity  of  my  proceedings  in  this 
matter,  this  prisoner  has  regained  his  liberty,  I  fear,  on  false  pretensions. 

I  have,  &c,  &c.,  E.  M.  ARC^IBALD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^e.,  Sfc,  8fc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  bave  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  commanication  of 
the  17tb  instant,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Pearson,  of  the  United 
States  corvette  the  Jamestown,  in  co-operating  with  the  Englisb,  French,  €ind 
Dntcl^  vessels-of-war  against  the  batteries  erected  by  the  Japanese  Prince  of 
Nagato  on  tbe  straits  of  Simono  lake,  and  requesting  tbat  the  United  States 
government  will  convey  to  Lieutenant  Pearson  the  acknowledgment  of  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  for  the  ready  co-operation  which  that  officer 
afforded  to  the  British  admiral.  The  account  of  tbese  proceedings  affords  this 
government  gr^at  satisfaction,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  Earl  Russell 
my  congratulations  upon  the  result,  and  to  inform  his  lordship  tbat  the  conduct 
of  our  minister  on  the  occasion  and  that  of  naval  officers  have  been  approved.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washi.ngton,  December  24, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  previous  corre- 
spondence relative  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer  Georgiana,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from  his 
excellency  tbe  governor  general  of  Canada,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  the 
Canadian  government  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  forma* 
tion  of  any  plans  hostile  to  tbe  United  States  on  British  soil. 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc.  uigmzeuuv^^jv^/v^r-iLw 
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VueomU  Month  to  Mr.  BumUff. 

GOTERNMEHT  HouSE,  (luAte,  December  17, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatch  of  the  11th  instant,  and 
its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer  Georgiana,  and  to  other  proceedings 
iroorted  to  be  on  foot  in  Canada  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  Canadian  government  is  fully 
alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation  of  any  plans  hostile  to  the  United  States 
on  British  soil,  and  has  taken  stringent  measures  to  that  end,  both  of  a  civil  and  military 
character. 

I  have,  &c.,  duC, 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  S^c,  ^c,  tfc. 


[Communicated  by  the  British  Legation.  ] 
Lord  Russell  to  Mr,  Bumlejf. 

Foreign  Office,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration,  in  common  with  the 
proper  law  advisers  of  the  Crown,  Lord  Lyons's  despatches  of  the  25th  and  29th  ultimo,  to* 
prtber  with  a  further  representation  from  Messrs.  Lawrence,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy  for  your 
mfbnnation,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Night  Hawk. 

Her  Miyesty*8  government  fully  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  Lord  Lyons  has  treated 
this  matter,  in  his  lordship's  note  to  Mr.  Seward  of  the  26th  ultimo.  It  does  not  appear  to 
them  that  any  ground  whatever  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  Seward  for  ascribing  to  the  Night 
Hawk  the  character  of  an  enemy's  ship ;  and  having  regard  to  the  circumstance  that  she 
was  destroyed  by  the  boarding  officer  without  so  much  as  examining  her  papers,  her  Majesty's 
fovemment  consider  that  the  proofs  which  iiave  already  been  given  of  her  British  ownership 
are  amply  sufficient. 

The  ship  was  indeed  destroyed  in  the  act  of  violating  the  blockade,  and  as  she  must  neoes- 
sarOy  have  been  condemued  if  brought  in  for  adjudication,  the  mere  ad  of  her  destruction 
may  possibly  not  have  involved  any  substantial  injury  to  British  interests ;  but  the  conduct 
of  the  boarding  officer,  and  the  subsequent  imprisonment  of  the  British  crew,  seems  to  be 
▼holly  without  justification  or  excuse.  The  captor  had  no  right  to  fire  upon  the  unresisting 
crew,  and  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case,  instead  of  affording  any  exceptional  reasons 
(as  Mr.  Seward  says)  for  applying  to  these  unfortunate  men  a  dil^rent  treatment  from  that 
admitted  to  be  the  rie^ht  of  *'the  class  of  neutral  subjects  in  neutral  vessels  engaged  in  vio- 
lating the  blockade,'  appear  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  give  to  the  treatment  actually 
infli(Sed  upon  the  crew  tne  character  of  an  aggravated  breach  of  international  law. 

YoQ  will  read  this  despatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  give  him  a  copy  of  it. 
I  am,  dsc, 

BUSSELL. 

J.  Hume  Bvrnlet,  Esq.,  Sfc,  ^•f.,  8fc, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Memorandum.  ] 

Belative  to  tbe  apprehended  attempts  of  persoDB  hostile  to  the  United  States 
6om  Canada,  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  that  he  has  taken  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  such  acts,  by  the  establishment  of  a  detective  police  force,  under 
Bpeciai  stipendiary  magistrates,  along  the  border  between  Canada  and  the  terri- 
toiT  of  the  United  States. 

Viscount  Monck  has  also  called  out  for  permanent  duty  a  strong  force  of  the 
Tolunteer  militia,  who  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  frontier  line. 

These  measures  Viscount  Monck  hopes  will  eflFectually  prevent  any  such  at- 
tempts as  those  alluded  to. 

Beitish  Legation,  Washington,  December  26,  1864.  ^  t 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28,  1864. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  20th  of  October,  relative  to  the  Brit- 
ish Bteamer  Mary,  formerly  the  Alexandra  ram,  and  her  eapposed  connexion 
with  the  so-called  confederate  government,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you 
herewith  copy  of  a  despatch,  and  of  its  enclosures,  from  the  governor  of  New 
Providence,  stating  that  he  has  ordered  the  seizure  of  the  steamer  Maiy,  for 
violation  of  the  7^  clause  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  i^„  i(c. 


Governor  Ratoson  to  Mr.  Bumlep, 

GOVERN&IENT  HOUSE, 

Nassau,  Dectmber  15,  1864. 

Snt:  I  take  the  earliest  opportonitj  of  informing  jou  that  on  the  13th  instant  the  Brittsh 
steamer  Mary,  formerly  the  Alexandra  ram,  was  seized  in  this  port  by  my  orders,  for  a  vio- 
ation  of  the  7th  clause  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Before  my  arrival  here  on  the  9th  instant,  the  United  States  consul  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  this  ffovernment  to  the  existence  of  guns  and  munitions  of  war  on  board  of  this 
vessel,  which  had  lately  reached  this  harbor.  A  search  was  made,  and  nothing  was  found 
bat  a  12-pounder  gun,  and  a  case  supposed  to  contain  shell.  Upon  this,  the  lieutenant 
governor,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  attorney  general,  informed  the  consul  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  ground  for  detaining  the  vessel,  after  this  gun  and  case  were  landed,  which 
their  agents  professed  their  williuKuess  to  do. 

The  consul  had  at  first  supposed  this  search  to  have  been  a  seizure,  and  he  was  much  dis- 
appointed at  this  last  communication,  and  protested  urgently  against  it  The  attorney  gen- 
eral saw  him  persovADy,  and  was  not  satisned  with  the  proofs  offered,  and  finally  he  was  in* 
■  formed  that  the  g^venunent  could  not  proceed  upon  connicting  communications  made  to  him 
by  persons  who  could  not  be  produced  in  court  to  support  a  prosecution.  This  was  the 
state  of  the  case  when  I  arrived. 

I  mention  what  occurred  with  the  consul,  in  order  that  you  may  be  cognizant  of  it,  in  the 
event  of  the  American  government  adverting  to  it  in  any  communication  which  it  may 
make  to  you. 

Upon  examining  the  correspondence,  and  making  inquiry  of  the  officer  who  searched  the 
vessel,  I  found  that  there  were  suspicious  facts  bearing  upon  the  case  which  did  not  appear 
in  the  papers,  and  that  certain  packages  which  were  shipped  at  Bermuda  had  not  been 
opened,  nor  were  their  contents  known.  I  therefore  directed  that  thev  should  be  landed  and 
opened.  The  result  is  shown  in  enclosure  No.  1,  which,  among  other  things,  proved  the 
continued  connexion  of  the  Mary  with  the  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  officer  of  the  Con&derate  States, 
whose  name  was  brought  forward  by  the  attorney  general  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial  in 
England,  as  one  of  the  proofs  against  the  parties  who  owned  the  Alexandra. 

Upon  the  discovery  of  this  iurther  evidence,  and  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
genera],  I  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  seized,  and  she  is  now  in  charge  of  the  customs,  moored 
opposite  the  ordnance  wharf  for  protection.  The  attorney  eeneral  will  commence  legal  pro- 
ceedings without  delay,  and  I  have  received  a  letter  firom  the  United  States  consul  thank- 
ing me  for  my  proceeaing|i  in  this  case. 
I  am,  &rC,.  &C. 

RAWSON  A.  EAWSON,  Governor. 

J.  Hume  Burnlet,  Esq.,  ^«.,  ^c,  Sec 


Mr,  Dumaresq  to  Governor  Rawson. 

Beceiver  General's  Office, 

December  13,  1864—1  p.  m. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  lordship's  information  that  this  morning,  imme' 
diately  on  the  landing  of  the  cargo  ex.  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  I  directed  all  the  packages  to 
be  opened  in  my  presence,  and  found  the  marks,  numbers,  and  contents  of  each  to  be  as 
follows : 
P.  H.  One  cask  containinf^  scrubbing  brushes,  tin  cans,  &c  ^-^  , 

J.  R.  i.  Two  cases  containing  iron  hammock  racks.        ugiftzed  by  CjOOQ  Ic 
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J.  R.  3.  One  caae  containing  iron  hammock  racks  and  handles  for  scrtws  of  side  lights. 

0.0.  1.  One  case  containing  a  gnn  and  carriage,  with  i^pnrtenances  complete,  designed 
by  MessTB.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  with  flat  iron  tray  or  slide  for  the  gear  and 
body  of  carriage  to  traverse  on.    (This  gan  is  the  subject  of  a  former  report.) 

O.  C.  2.  One  case  containing  snelL 

O.  C.  3.  One  case  of  grape-shot. 

J.  R.  H.  3.  One  case  containing  six  trap  wheels,  about  six  inches  in  diameter,  apparently 
handles  such  as  are  used  for  working  the  screw  of  a  gun. 

J.  R.  H.  i.  Two  cases  of  stationery. 

H.  H.  2.  One  case  containing  confederate  flags,  brig,  ship,  and  hoat  ensigns  and  pend- 
ants, log  lines,  bolts  of  canvas,  d^c. 

8.  D.  H.  2,  One  case  of  drugsy  lint,  &c. 

J.  R.  H.  One  case  (partially  examined)  of  private  effects,  consisting  of  military  and  naval 
books  in  relation  to  the  confederate  service,  having  the  name  of  Hamilton  on  the  fly  leaves, 
forty-eight  packages  of  tourniquets,  one  blank  confederate  commis6ion,  charts,  a  case  of  sur- 
gical instruments,  &c.,  one  bundle  of  hammocks — about  sixty;  also  two  small  iron  carron- 
ades  and  carriages,  belonging  to  ship. 

With  reference  to  the  cases  marked  J.  R.  1  to  3,  I  have  respectfully  to  state  that  ihe  ham- 
mock racks  are  all  of  a  size,  and  that  I  have  had  one  of  them  placed  in  the  staples  on  the 
bolwaiks  of  the  Mary,  which  it  exactly  fits. 

It  is  my  duty  further  to  add,  that  since  the  date  of  my  last  report  of  the  7th  instant,  four 
new  berths  have  been  completed  in  the  after  hold,  where  the  gnn  and  carriage  above  referred 
to  were  found,  and  sixteen  additional  ones  in  the  forecastle,  so  that,  independent  of  the  after- 
deck  berths  for  the  officers  of  the  ship,  she  has  now  thirty-two  berths  for  seamen,  besides 
the  sixty  hammocks. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c,  J.  A.  DUMARESQ, 

Eeceiver  QeneraL 

Ais  Excellency  Governor  Rawson. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  December,  relative  to  the  alleged 
manttfacture  of  what  is  known  as  "Greek  fire,"  for  use  in 'attempts  to  burn 
cities  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  de- 
spatch which  I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  i^c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Quebec,  December  20,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  despatch  and  enclosures  relative 
to  the  alleged  manufacture  at  Windsor  of  **  Greek  fire,"  for  use  in  attempts  to  bum  cities  in 
the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  take  immediate  measures  to  have  the  truth 
of  this  allegation  investigated,  and  should  it  prove  well  founded  I  will  adopt  such  measures 
as  maj  be  within  mj  power  to  defeat  the  objects  of  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  S^e.^  Sfc^  8fe, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  relating  to  suspicions 
eitertamed  that  two  vessels  in  course  of  construction  in  Montreal  are  intended 
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to  be  employed  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to 
traoBmit  to  you  herewiUi  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from  the 
governor  general  of  Canada,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  his  excellency  will 
cause  an  investigation  to  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4^.,  9fc. 


Vuamnt  Month  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  December  22,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  15th  instant, 
with  its  enclosures,  respecting  two  vessels  now  hoilding  at  Montreal,  alleg^  to  he  for  the 
naval  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  caosethe  suspicious  circumstances  connected 
with  these  vessels  to  be  strictly  investigated,  and  will  be  guided  in  my  actions  by  the  facts 
which  may  be  elicited. 

I  may  add,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  immediate  danger  from  these  vessels,  as  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  now  closed  for  the  season,  and  it  is  impossible  that  these  vessels 
can  leave  Montreal  for  the  next  four  or  five  months. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c,  MONCK. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4r<^.,  ^c,  Sec 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  jonr  note  of  tbe  6tb  October,  in  which  you  requested  me 
to  invite  tbe  attention  of  tbe  colonial  authorities  at  Nassau  to  tbe  alleged  fact 
that  vessels  were  being  fitted  out  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  view  to 
operations  against  the  commerce  of  tbe  United  States,  I  at  once  transmitted  a 
copy  of  that  note  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Bahamas. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have 
received  from  the  administrator  of  the  government  at  Nassau,  by  which  it  appears 
that  no  vessels  are  believed  to  have  been  fitted  out  at  Nassau  with  a  view  to 
any  such  operations  as  those  alluded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Governor  Nesbitt  to  Mr.  Bumlejf. 

Government  House,  Nassau,  December  8, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  3d  instant,  of  jour  despatch  dated 
WashlufftoD,  the  8th  of  October  last,  with  copy  of  a  note  of  the  6th  of  that  month,  received 
by  you  m>m  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  requesting  you  to  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  authorities  of  this  coIodv  to  the  proceedings  of  insurgent  agentr  engaged  in  fitting 
out  vessels  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  view  to  piratical  operations  against  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States. 

I  now  forward  to  you  the  copy  of  a  communication  which,  on  the  receipt  of  your  despatch, 
I  at  once  made  to  the  receiver  general  of  this  colony,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  officer's 
report,  by  which  latter  document  you  will  perceive  that  the  receiver  ffeneraJ  remarks  that  on 
the  first  arrival  of  several  steamers  reports  were  circulated  without  the  slightest  foundation 
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as  to  their  ultimate  conyersion  or  appropriation  for  warlike  pnrposes,  snch,  for  imitaiioe,  as 
tbe  steamer  Hope,  referred  to  in  Mr.  Seward^s  note  to  you,  and  which  steamer  has  since  been 
captured  off  Wilmington,  with  a  general  cargo  on  board,  by  the  blockading  squadron  of  the 
Tnited  States,  thus  effectually  disposing  of  the  question  of  her  having  been  fitted  out  here  as 
s  privateer. 

You  will  perceive  in  tbe  postscript  to  my  communication  to  the  receiver  ffeneral  of  the  3d 
instant,  that  I  especially  called  his  attention  to  the  steamer  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  now  in 
the  port  of  Nassau,  with  the  view  of  his  reporting  on  the  character  of  that  vessel,  and,  as  far 
is  practicable,  preventing  any  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality. 

In  concert  with  the  attorney  general,  I  have  had  the  case  of  the  Mary,  late  Alexandra, 
under  consideration,  and  it  forms  the  subject  of  correspondence  at  present  between  the  United 
States  consul  of  this  port  and  myself,  copies  of  whicn  correspondence  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  secietaiy  of  state  for  the  colonies  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
1  have,  &c,  &c, 

C.  NESBITT. 

J.  Hume  Bcrkley,  Esq.,  8fc.,  4rc.,  8fe. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  13th 
instant,  submitting  for  consideration  a  proposition  to  bring  the  vessel  James 
Douglas  to  New  York,  in  order  that  a  settlement  may  be  effected  with  the 
owners,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  invited  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  matter. 
Accept  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HUMB  BUBNLEY,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Spc. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  22d 
instant,  transmitting,  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  by  you  from  her 
Majesty's  government,  copies  of  Sir  Rutherford  Alcock's  despatches  in  regard 
to  the  events  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  Japan.  In  reply,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  Mr.  Pruyn,  the  United  States  minister  in  Japan,  has  been 
intrusted  with  discretion  which  will  enable  him  to  act  in  harmony  with  tbe 
treaty  powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  sincere  gratification,  the  receipt  of 
yonr  note  of  the  24th,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  17th 
instant,  addressed  to  you  by  his  excellency  tne  governor  general  of  Canada,  in 
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irhicli,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Gkoi^an,  it  is  stated  that  the 
Canadian  government  is  ftilly  alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  forma- 
tion of  any  plans  hostile  to  the  United  States  on  British  soil,  and  that  it  has 
taken  stringent  measures  to  that  end,  hoth  of  a  civil  and  military  character. 

I  heg  you  to  convey  to  his  excellency  an  expression  of  the  high  appreciation 
entertained  by  this  government  of  the  friendly  spirit  which  he  has  manifested, 
and  of  the  judicious  measures  which  he  has  adopted,  with  a  view  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  provinces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnlby,  Esq.,  ^.,  4t?.,  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dkpabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  Decemher  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, a  copy  of  depositions  which  were  communicated  to  me  on  the  22d  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Jacob  Thompson,  an  insurgent  enemy  of 
the  United  States  in  Canada,  and  to  those  of  one  Uolcombe  and  others,  in  or- 
ganizing, aiding,  and  abetting  hostile  expeditions  against  the  United  States,  I 
will  thank  you  to  communicate  the  information  to  his  excellency  Viscount 
Monck,  but  I  must  request  you  to  cause  the  names  of  the  deponents  to  be  re- 
garded as  confidential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ffc.^  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Decemher  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  19th  instant  you  did  me  the  honor  to  forward  to  me  certain  in- 
tercepted  correspondence  from  persons  hostile  to  the  United  States  residing  in 
Canada,  and  which  I  communicated  without  delay  to  his  excellency  the  gov 
ernor  general  of  Canada. 

His  excellency  now  requests  me  to  state  to  you  that  it  appears  both  to  him- 
self and  to  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  that  this  correspondence 
might  be  made  the  ground  of  an  indictment  against  the  persons  implicated  in  it 
if  the  clue  afforded  in  some  of  the  letters  to  their  identification  could  be  followed 
up. 

Whatever  information  can  be  procured  on  the  subject  will  be  gladly  received 
by  the  governor  general,  who  wul  lose  no  time  in  putting  in  operation  the  neces- 
sary means  for  the  detention  and  punishment  of  persons  who  nave  been  plotiug 
on  Canadian  soil  against  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  should  it  be 
found  possible  to  reach  them  by  legal  process. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31,  18G4. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  mj  note  of  tte  12th  of  December,  and  to  previous 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  an  alleged  military  organization  in  Canada  of 
fogitives  from  the  United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  jou 
copies  of  a  note*  and  of  its  enclosure,  which  I  have  received  from  the  governor 
general  of  Canada  on  this  subject. 

You  will  observe  that  upon  the  strictest  inquirj  no  traces  of  such  an  organi- 
zation could  be  discovered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  flUME  BURNLEr. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  McDonald  to  Mr.  Godleg. 

Department  op  Attorney  General  for  Upper  Canada^ 

quebu,  Decembtr  24,  1864. 

^ :  With  reference  to  jonr  letter  of  the  6th  initant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
from  Lord  Lyons,  with  its  enclosure,  and  of  the  reply  of  his  excellency  the  governor  general, 
reUtiye  to  the  ore-anization  and  drilling  in  county  of  Prince  Edward  of-  ragitives  trom  the 
United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  his  excellency  the 
governor  eeneral,  that  immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter  a  telegraphic  despatch  was 
transmittea  by  me  to  the  county  Crown  attorney  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  desiring 
Ids  immediate  attention  to  the  matter. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  that  officer  immediately  proceeded  to  make  inquiries  into  ttie 
sDegations  made,  and  that  he  has  since  reported  that  though  such  inquiries  were  made  in  differ- 
ent quarters  he  can  discover  no  traces  of  any  such  organization,  and  that  he  feels  confident  that 
the  county  of  Prince  Edward  is  free  from  any  such  illegal  combinations,  and  that  others  with 
whom  he  has  communicated  on  the  subject  concur  in  that  opinion. 
I  have,  &c, 

I.  A.  Mcdonald. 

D.  Godlet,  Es<]^ 


VinomU  Mouek  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Goternment  House,  Quebec,  December  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  vour  despatch  of  November  30,  on  the  subject  of  an  alleged  mili- 
tary organization  in  Canada  of  fugitives  from  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you,  for  the  information  of  we  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Attorney  Gkneral  McDonald,  in  which  he  states  the  steps  that  were  taken  for  investi- 
ga^g  the  matter.  Ton  will  observe  that  upon  the  strictest  mquiry  no  traces  of  such  an  or* 
ganizadon  could  be  discovered. 

I  am,  &c, 

•    MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnlet,  Esq.,  8fe.,  ^e.,  |re. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 

8tr  :  With  refereDce  to  my  note  of  the  6th  instant,  and  to  previous  corre- 
pondence  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Night  Hawk,  I  woidd  beg  to  represent  to  the 
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attention  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  the  situation  of  the  captain  and  officers 
of  this  vessel  who  are  still  detained  as  witnesses. 

The  navy  regulations  say  that  when  testimony  is  secured  they,  the  witnesses, 
are  to  he  unconditionally  released,  and  I  would  therefore  urge  whether  it  might 
not  he  advisable  to  secure  such  testimony  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  and  let 
them  go  free ;  otherwise,  by  long  detention,  they  would  appear  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  regular  prisoners  of  war. 

Mr.  McArthur,  the  agent  at  New  York,  proposes  that  they  should  he  liber- 
ated on  bail,  and  I  would  recommend  it  as  coming  nearer  to  the  spirit  of  the 
instructions  of  the  Navy  Department  in  cases  of  bonajide  British  subjects  cap- 
tured on  board  British  ships. 

Captain  Smiley  and  his  officers  have  been  now  fxdl  three  months  in  close  con- 
finement, which,  I  am  convinced,  would  never  meet  with  the  sanction  of  her 
M^esty's  government,  even  under  the  plea  of  their  testimony  being  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  Sgc.,  S^c.  * 


Mr.  Bwrnl^  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general  order 
issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  the  occasion  of  his 
sending  troops  to  be  stationed  along  the  frontier  line  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Spc.,  Spc. 


[From  the  Canada  Gazette  of  December  24, 1865.  ] 
MILITLi  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Headquarters,  <luebec,  December  23,  1864. 
VOLUNTEER  MILITIA. 

General  Order.] 

1.  Referring:  to  the  General  Order  of  December  19,  his  excellency  the  commander-in-chiof 
is  jpleased  to  call  out  for  actaal  service  the  following  companies  of  the  volunteer  force. 

2.  These  companies  will  be  formed  into  three  administrative  battalions,  which  shall  be 
composed,  respectively,  of  the  following  companies  and  such  others  as  may  be  added  to  each 
battalion  by  any  further  General  Order. 

WESTERN  BATTALION. 

No.  1.  Company,  from  3d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Montreal,  Captain  J.  Baoon. 

No.  2.  Companv,  York  rifle«,  Captain  Davis. 

No.  3.  BrockvilJe  rifles,  Major  Crawford. 

No.  4.  Company,  from  8th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec,  Captain  Alleyn. 

No.  5.  Brantfbra  rifles,  Captain  Grant. 

No.  6.  Belleville  rifles,  Major  Levesconte. 
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CENTRE  BATTAUON. 


Fo.  1.  Companj,  from  2d  battalion  volanteer  militia  rifles,  Toronto,   Lieutenant  John 

Brown. 
No.  2.  CompaDj,  from  2d  battalion  volanteer  militia  rifles,  Captain  Charles  F.  Gilmor. 
No.  3.  Company,  from  14th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Kingston,  l^ajor  Kelly. 
No.  4.  Collingwood  rifles.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stephen. 


EASTERN  BATTALION^ 

No.  1.  Company,  Woodstock  rifles,  Major  Richardson.' 
No.  2.  Company,  Beachville  rifles,  Captain  Greig. 

No.  3.  Company,  frt>m  6th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec,  Lieutenant  A.  Jack- 
son. 
No.  4.  Company,  from  9th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec,  Captain  Qingras. 
No.  5.  Company,  Ist  Cornwall  rifles,  Captain  Bergen. 

FIRST  (OR  WESTERN)  ADMINISTRATIYE  BATTAUON. 


To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Osborne  Smith,  commanding  Victoria  rifles, 
Monacal. 

Montreal, 
k  rifles,  MontreaL 


To  be  major :  Major  Augustus  Howard,  major  Victoria  rifles,  M 
To  be  adjutant :  Lieutenant  William  H.  Button,'  of  Victoria  rifi 


SECOND  (OR  CENTRE)  ADMXNISTRATIYE  BATTAUON. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Smith  Dune,  commanding  2d  bat- 
tation,  or  **Queen*s  Own"  rifles,  Toronto. 

THIRD  (OR  EASTERN)  ADMINISTRATIVE  ^ATTAUON, 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  B.  Taylor,  commanding  battalion  Ox- 
ford nfles. 

To  be  captain :  Lieutenant  A.  Jackson,  adjutant  8th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles, 
Quebec 

6.  In  calling  out  for  actual  service  this  portion  of  the  volunteer  force,  the  commander-in- 
cliief  desires  to  express  the  gratification  he  has  experienced  at  the  numerous  offers  of  service 
be  has  received  m)m  volunteer  companies  all  through  the  province,  as  soon  as  it  became 
known  that  men  were  required  for  permanent  duty. 

7.  The  commander-in-chief  desires  to  impress  upon  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  men  of  the  force  called  out  for  duty,  that  they  are  imbodied  not  for  the  purpose  of  war- 
fare, but  with  the  obiect  of  aiding  the  civil  power  in  its  efforts  to  prevent  aggression  on  the 
toritories  of  a  friendly  state  on  tne  part  of  persons  enjoying  the  right  of  asylum  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  and  to  maintain,  as  regards  Canada,  that  complete  neutrality  with  respect 
to  the  war  now  existing  in  the  United  States  which  her  Majesty  has  enjoined  on  all  her 
subjects. 

8.  With  these  objects  in  view,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  all  officers  conmianding  detachments 
on  the  frontier  to  take  special  care  that  the  territorial  rights  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  carefully  respected,  and  that  no  infringement  by  the  men  under  their  com- 
mand shall  under  any  circumstances  take  place  of  such  regulations  for  the  security  of  their 
borders  as  may  be  made  from  time  to  time  by  that  government. 

9.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  officers,  should  suspicious  circumstances  be  brought  under  their 
obfiervation,  immediately  to  report  any  such  to  the  civil  authorities,  and  to  place  themselves 
under  their  guidance. 

By  command  of  his  excellency  the  right  honorable  the  governor  general  and  conunander- 
in-chief: 

A.  DE  SALABERRY, 
Lieutenant  Colonel^  Devutv  Adjutant  General  of  Militia,  Lower  Canada, 

WALKER  POWELL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Deputy  Adjutant  General  of  Militia,  Upper  Canada. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  Decemher  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  tlie  13th  December,  enclosing,  for  the 
information  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
War  Department  in  regard  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as 
"  Gre(!k  fire,"  for  use  in  attempts  to  burn  cities  in  the  United  States,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  a  despatch  and  of  its  enclosure,  which  I 
have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  to  whom  I 
had  forwarded  copies  of  your  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc,,  Sfc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Jjir,  Bumlep. 

Gk>TERNMENT  HouSE,  QUEBEC,  December  26,  1864. 

Sm :  With  reference  to  your  despatch,  of  the  14th  instant,  on  the  snbject  of  the  alleged 
•manufacture,  in  Canada,  of  **  Greek  fiise,"  for  the  purpose  of  burning  cities  in  the  United 
States,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  attorney  general  for  Canada  West,  showing  the  measures 
that  have  been  taken  in  order  to  obtain  evidence  in  the  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK, 
J.  Hume  Burnlet,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^c,  ipe. 


Mr.  McDonald  to  Mr.  Godlejf. 

Department  op  Attorney  General  for  Upper  Canada, 

quebec,  December  23,  1864. 

^fR :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  despatch  from  J.  H.  Burnley,  esq., 
containing  copy  of  a  note  and  its  enclosures,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as  "Greek  fire"  for  use  and 
attempts  to  bum  cities  in  the  United  States. 

I  have,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  caused  the  county  Crown  attorney,  at  Windsor, 
and  G.  McMicken,  esq.,  the  newly-appointed  stipendiary  magistrate  on  the  frontier,  to  b^ 
informed,  by  private  letter,  of  the  statements  maae  in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill, 
commanding  the  district  of  Michigan,  with  instructions  to  them  to  endeavor  to  obtain  evi- 
dence of  the  alleged  manufacture  of  Greek  fire,  and  for  that  purpose,  if  necessary,  to  com- 
municate confidentially  with  Colonel  Hill. 
I  have,  &.C, 

T.  J.  Mcdonald. 

Davis  GoDLEY,  Esq., 

Secretary  for  Governor  Ocneralf  tfC, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

WashingtoHt  Decemher  31,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yester- 
day, «ommuuicating  to  me  the  Buggestions  kindly  made  by  his  excellency  Vis- 
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emint  Monck,  with  a  view  to  the  detention  and  panishment  of  persons  who 
have  been  plotting  on  Canadian  eoil  against  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's 
dominions ;  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  they  are  under  consideration. 

I  must  beg  yon  to  assure  his  excellency  that  the  spirit  which  he  has  mani- 
fested in  the  matter  is  cordially  appreciated  by  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

J.  Hume  Bcrnlby,  Esq.,  S^c.^  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
&e  28th  instant,  informing  me  of  thg  seizure  of  the  steamer  Mary,  by  the  au- 
thorities at  New  Providence,  for  a  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and,  in  reply,  to  acouaint  you  that  I  have  also  been  advised  of 
the  fact  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Nassau,  and  have  authorized  Mr. 
Adams  to  express  satisfaction  to  her  Majesty's  government,  on  the  part  of  that 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  prompt  action  which  has  been  adopted  in  this 
case.  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  a  beginning  of  successes  in  arresting  piratical 
operations  injurious  to  both  countries.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Bubnlby,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  ^, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 
Sir  :  It  has  given  me  great  satisfaction  to  receive  your  communication  of  the 
28th  instant  in  regard  to  the  reported  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as  "  Greek 
fire  "  for  use  in  attempts  to  bum  cities  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc,,  ifc,,  9fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  6th  instant,  requesting  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  take  into  serious 
wnaideration  the  proofs  which  you  offer  of  the  neutrality  of  the  Night  Hawk, 
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and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  invited  his  attention  to  a  copy  of  your 
note  and  di^  original  i-egister  of  the  vessel,  with  the  request  that  he  may  return 
the  register  after  having  considered  its  contents. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  31,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  28th  instant,  relative  to  the  alleged  fitting  out,  at  Nassau,  of  vessels  intended 
to  be  used  in  depredating  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
I  give  you  my  thanks  for  j^our  kind  attention  to  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  hig||pst  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Home  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  ^ 


I    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  gratification  the  receipt 
of  your  no!^  of  the  31st  ultimo,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  general  order  issued 
by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  having  for  its  object  the 
maintenance  of  neutrality  between  the  British  Provinces  and  the  United  States. 
I  hope  that  the  recent  scenes  so  painfully  affecting  the  relations  between  the 
two  countries  may  be  prevented  from  recurring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  S^c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  the  alleged 
organization  formed  in  Halifax  for  seizing  United  States  ships  on  the  lakes, 
situated  between  the  United  States  and  Canada, -and  at  different  points  along 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
a  note  which  I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Can* 
ada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^-c,  ^. 
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Vi$€aunt  Monck  to  JUr,  Burnley t,  • 

Government  House,  Qjnehec^  Deumher  28,  1864. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  and  enclosure  of  the 
Ist  instant,  respecting  the  alleged  organization  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  of  a  body  of  men, 
for  predatory  attacks  on  the  commercial  shipping  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  government  of  Canada  will  use  every  means  m  their  power  to  pre- 
vent the  execution  of  any  such  plans  within  the  bounds  of  tms  province, 
I  have,  &c,  dc^, 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Bubnlby,  Esq.,  ifc.^  8fe.^  8fe, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  taken  into  theirmost  serious  consideration 
ihe  various  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  connexion  with  the  recent 
attack  on  St.  Alban's,  Vermont,  and  I  am  now  commanded  to  communicate  to 
you  the  general  tenor  of  the  instructions  addressed  to  the  governor- general  of 
Canada  by  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonial  department,  as  laid 
down  in  a  despatch  forwarded  to  his  excellency  on  the  3d  ultimo,  which  I  do 
myself  the  honor  of  enclosing. 

With  regard  to  the  depositions  taken  in  the  case  of  the  late  attack  and  referred 
to  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown,  Viscount  Monck  has  been  instructed,  under 
date  of  the  9th  and  16th  ultimo,  to  be  guided  by  the  decision  of  the  proper  legal 
andionties  in  Canada  whether  the  persons  in  custody  ought  or  ought  not  to  be 
delivered  up  under  the  treaty  of  extradition.  If  that  decision  s^all  have  been 
that  they  ought,  her  Majesty's  government  would  entirely  approve  of  Viscount 
Monck's  acting  upon  this  decision ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  decision  shall 
Lave  been  that  they  ought  not,  her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  the 
opinion  of  Viscount  Monck's  legal  advisers  should  be  taken,  whether,  upon  the 
eridence  and  other  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Canadian  governmen  t, 
these  persons  may  not  properly  be  put  upon  their  trial  on  a  charge  of  misprision 
and  violation  of  the  royal  perogative  by  levying  war  from  her  Majesty's  dominions 
against  a  friendly  power. 

Unless  the  Canadian  law  officers  should  see  reason  to  the  contrary,  her 
Majesty's  government  direct  that  Viscount  Monck  should,  in  the  case  supposed, 
retain  the  prisoners  in  custody  and  bring  them  to  trial  for  that  offence. 

H»  Majesty's  government  further  consider  that  such  a  decision  of  the  legal 
authorities  of  Canada  would  furnish  a  strong  argument  for  the  expediency  of 
arming  the  Canadian  government  as  promptly  as  possible  with  such  additional 
legal  powers  as  are  referred  to  in  the  despatch  of  the  3d  ultimo. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  these  unfortunate  occurrences  Viscount  Monck's 
conduct  has  been  entirely  approved  of,  and  her  Majesty's  government  rely  with 
confidence  on  his  having  used  and  continuing  to  use  all  the  powers  at  his  disposal 
to  prevent  the  successftd  execution  of  whatever  schemes  may  be  planned  against 
the  neighboring  ^endlv  soil  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bamhle  servant* 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4«.i  4^.>  4^. 
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Mr.  Cardtodl  to  Vucmmt  Motuk. 

DowNTNO  Street,  December  3,  1864, 
My  Lord:  The  atteDtion  of  her  Majestj's  gnoyemment  has  been  directed  to  the  violations 
of  British  neutrality,  of  which  certain  persons  nave  been  guiltj  who  profess  to  hold  commis- 
sions from,  or  to  act  in  aid  of,  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  who  make  the  soil  of 
Canada  the  scene  of  their  hostile  preparations  against  the  United  States. 

These  violations  of  neutrality  are  a  (jpreat  offence  ajg^inst  the  British  Crown,  and  her  Majesty's 
government  are  of  opinion  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  have  a  clear  right  to 
expect  that  the  Canadian  law  shall  be  found  in  practice  generally  sufficient  not  merely  for 
the  punishment,  but  also  for  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  these  border  raids. 

The  SecretaiT  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  reminded  Earl  Russell  of  the  act  which 
was  passed  by  Congress  in  the  year  1838  for  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  hostile  attempts 

Srepared  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  directed  against  the  government  of  her 
[ajesty  in  Canada.  The  circumstances  of  the  two  cases  are  not  the  same,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  her  Mf^esty's  government  to  follow  that  precisely  the  same  enactment  which  the 
Congress  passed  in  1838  is  necessarily  suited  to  the  present  case.  They  have  observed  with 
pleasure  the  promptitude  and  vigor  with  which  you  nave  put  in  force  the  existing  law,  bat 
would  wish  you  to  co^^sult  your  advisers  and  obtain  the  opinion  of  your  law  officers  whether 
that  law  places  in  your  hands  sufficient  available  powers  for  the  effectual  suppression  and 
prevention  of  these  raids,  or  whether  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  apply  to  your  legislature  for 
increased  powers.  In  this  latter  case,  any  power  for  which  your  lordship  should  apply  mig[ht 
naturally  be  limited,  as  the  powers  of  the  act  of  Congress  were  limited  to  a  definite  term  with 
a  view  to  meeting  the  immeoiate  exigency  only. 

I  have,  &.,  E.  CABDWELL. 

His  Excellency  YiscouiiT  MoMCK,  4r«.,  Sfe,,  tfe. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

WashingiaHt  January  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the^honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  communication  so 
the  3l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  an  alleged  military  organization  in  Canada  of  fugitive 
from  the  United  States.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  efforts 
which  were  made  by  her  Majesty's  authorities  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  regard 
to  the  representations  on  the  subject  are  very  gratifying  to  this  government.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  result  may  prove  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  those  authorities 
to  be  well  founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.^  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtonf  January  4,  1865, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  receipt  of 

your  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  to 

you  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  from  which  it  appears  that  his  excellency 

will  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  supposed  employment. 
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fi>r  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States,  of  two  vessels  now  in  course  of  con- 
Btmetion  at  Montreal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  HuMB  Bdbnlby,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtonf  January  G,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  suggesting  that  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  Night  Hawk,  who  are  still 
detained  as  witnesses,  may  be  liberated  on  bail.  In  replj,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  yon  that  I  have  submitted  a  copy  of  that  note  to  the  favorable  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HUMB  BUBNLBY,  Esq,  SfCf  SfC.,  dfC. 


Mr.  Seuard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  January  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  yonr  communication  of  the  26th  of  November  last,  so  far 
IB  it  relates  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamer  Night  Hawk,  and  to 
tibe  treatment  of  her  crew  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  and  while  they  were  on 
Wrd  the  Niphon,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry  held  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  the  matter. 

Upon  examination  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  they  are  disclosed  in 
those  proceedings,  it  is  considered  that  they  involve  no  ground  of  complaint 
against  this  government  or  its  naval  officers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Bdrnlby,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  S^c,  ^. 

[Note. — ^The  report  above  referred  to  is  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department.] 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

Washington,  January  7,  1865. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  which  you  did  me  the 
bonor  to  address  to  me,  respecting  the  extradition  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders, 
^th  a  view  to  its  being  communicated  to  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  gover- 
iwr  of  New  Brunswick,  I  would  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  copy  of  a  despatch 
▼Wch  I  have  received  in  reply  from  his  excellency  as  to  the  necessity  of  some 
Dttore  convincing  evidence  being  brought  forward  than  what  your  simple  note  of . 
requisition  contained,  before  the  parties  can  be  fairly  brought  to  trial,  should 
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thej  be  within  the  lieutenant  governor's  jariBdiction>  which  appears  not  to  be 
the  case  at  present. 

In  view  of  the  re-arrest  of  most  if  not  all  of  the  raiderp,  I  would  leave  it  to 

Jrou  to  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  his  excel- 
encj. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  su*,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc 


Mr*  Gordon  to  Mr.  Bumlej/, 

Fredericton,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  this  morning  to  receive  your  aespatch  ot  the  20th  instant,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  requesting  the  ex- 
tradition of  certain  parties  therein  named. 

Requisitions  under  the  provisions  of  the  Ashbnrton  treaty  for  the  surrender  of  criminals  who 
had  taken  refuee  in  this  province  have  hitherto  been  invariably  made  directly  to  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  the  province,  through  the  United  States  consul  at  St.  John's,  or  the  governor 
of  the  State  in  wbicn  the  ofFefice  was  committed ;  and  with  a  view  to  securing  the  object  de- 
sired, I  should  venture  to  recommend  that  the  precedents  in  this  respect  should  be  adhered 
to,  as  it  is  far  from  impossible  that  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of  State  might  be  considered  in 
our  courts  of  law  as  not  a  formal  requisition  under  the  treaty.  I  do  not  myself  share  this 
opinion,  and  should  be  ready  to  issue  my  warrant  on  the  notification  received  by  you,^  but 
in  such  cases  it  is  as  well  to  take  no  steps  by  which,  if  taken,  the  subsequent  proceedings 
may  incur  a  risk  of  being  vitiated. 

A  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  England,  dated  January  27, 
1864,  was  no  doubt  forwarded  to  her  Majesty's  mission  at  Washi^ton ;  but  to  prevent  all 
possibility  of  misconception,  I  annex  extracts  from  that  opinion  which  seems  to  throw  some 
doubt  upon  the  propriety  of  my  issuing  such  a  warrant  without  evidence  being  adduced 
of  the  commission  of  the  offence  of  the  parties,  and  of  their  being  now  within  this  province, 
and  which  show  the  absolute  necessity  fpr  the  production  of  such  evidence  before  a  ma^- 
trate  can  commit  the  parties  to  jail  for  extradition.  * 

As,  however,  the  case  now  under  consideration  is  one  the  main  facts  of  which  are  matter 
of  notoriety,  I  am  prepared  to  issue  my  warrant  on  the  receipt  from  you  of  a  telegraphic  in- 
timation that  the  evidence  which  will  be  required  by  the  committing  magistrate  is  about  to 
be  forwarded,  together  with  the  reasons  which  induce  Mr.  Seward  to  believe  that  the  parties 
are  now  in  this  province. 

I  must,  however,  point  out  the  entire  inutility  of  my  issuing  my  warrant  or  of  attempting^ 
to  arrest  the  parties  (if  in  New  Brunswick)  until  I  have  been  placed  in  possession  ot  evi- 
dence to  adduce  against  them.  At  the  present  moment  any  magistrate  before  whom  they  might 
be  brought  must  inevitably  order  their  discharge.  He  would  call  on  whatever  counsel  may 
be  intrusted  with  the  prosecution  of  the  case  for  evidence  such  as  would  be  required  to  en- 
able him  to  commit  for  trial  had  the  offence  been  committed  within  his  own  jurisdiction. 
But  none  such  could  be  offered,  as,  except  the  statement  of  Mr.  Seward's  note,  not  even 
any  prima  facia  evidence  is  adduced  as  to  the  connexion  of  the  parses  named  with  the 
offence  committed,  and  they  would  necessarily  be  at  once  set  at  liberty. 

It  is  provided  that  copies  of  the  depositions  originally  taken  may  in  such  cases  be  received 
as  evidence  ;  and  If  I  learn  ^at  such  documents liave  been  forwarded,  or  are  on  the  point  of 
beinff  forwarded,  I  will  at  once  take  whatever  steps  are  In  my  power  for  bringing  the  al- 
leged criminals  to  justice. 

I  may  remark,  however,  ih^i  I  have  received  no  information  which  leads  me  to  believe 
that  the  parties  named  are  in  this  province ;  but  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  inform  Mr. 
Seward  that  I  have  given  stringent  directions  to  the  police  to  ascertain  whether  such  is  the 
case,  and  In  the  event  of  the  discovery  of  any  of  these  individuals,  to  maintain  a  careful 
watch  upon  them  until  I  am  in  a  position  to  proceed  against  them  with  more  probability  of 
effecting  their  extradition  than  is  now  the  case* 
I  have,  &C., 

ABTHUB  H.  GORDON. 

J.  H.  Burnley,  Esq.,  tfc,  ifc,  S^e. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  us  in  re- 
gard to  the  detention  of  persons  taken  on  board  of  the  Night  Hawk,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that,  as  the  registry  of  the  vessel  proved  her  British  owner- 
ship, I  have  recommended  their  release,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  she  was 
engaged  in  supplying  the  insurgents  with  contraband  of  war.  The  certified 
copy  of  the  register  which  accompanied  your  note  of  6th  instant  is  now  returned, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,*  sir,  your  obedient 
servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
'  J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  10,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  much  satisfaction  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  dd  instant,  in  regard  to  the  readiness  of  the  Canadian 
authorities  to  prevent  the  consummation  of  ^he  hostile  intentions  of  a  certain 
body  of  men  at  Halifax,' which  formed  the  subject  of  my  note  of  the  21st  ultimo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bumhy. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  communicating  to  me,  under  the  instruction  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  26th  of  November  last,  addressed  by 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons,  in  regard  to  the  notice  given  by  this  government 
for  the  termination  of  th^  existing  conventional  arrangement  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  limiting  the  naval  force  of  the  respective  govern- 
ments on  the  lakes,  and  to  the  reasons  which  prompted  that  notice. 

The  views  and  suggestions  which  Earl  Russell  has  thus  presented  to  this  gov- 
ernment will  receive  an  attentive  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
J.  HuuB  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley,         ^ 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  note  of  the  6th  instant,  transmitting  to  vou  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry  to  the  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign 
Umon  on  the  occasion  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Night  Hawk,  I 
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have  now  the  honor  to  Btate  that  on  the  Slst  ultimo  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
informed  me  that  as  some  weight  appeared  to  have  heen  given  to  an  alleged 
conversation  between  Captain  Glisson,  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  the  master 
of  the  Night  Hawk,  in  which  the  former  is  said  to  have  condemned  the  conduct 
of  Acting  Ensign  Lemon,  the  Navy  Department  considered  it  necessary  to  call 
upon  Captain  Glisson  for  an  explanation,  and  that  he  had  replied  substantially 
as  follows : 

"Acting  Ensign  Lemon  was  reported  to  me  by  the  captain  and  engineer  of 
the  Night  Hawk  as  having  struck  the  engineer,  and  I  remarked  to  them  that 
neither  the  government  nor  myself  would  allow  any  one  to  be  improperly  treated 
unless  they  resisted  the  authority  of  the  officers,  and  immediately  sent  for  Mr. 
Lemon,  who  stated  that  when  he  boarded  the  Night  Hawk,  after  ordering  the 
officers  into  the  boat,  the  engineer  came  up  to  him  and  said  that  he  would  not 
^o  until  he  got  his  clothes,  and  appeared  to  resist  his  authority.  He  then  struck 
him  on  the  head,  and  afterwards  he  got  into  the  boat. 

"  I  did  not  disapprove  of  Mr.  Lemon's  course  on  learning  the  above  facts.*' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HUMB  BUBNLBY,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  SfC. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  10, 1865. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration,  in  com- 
munication with  the  proper  law  advisers  of  the  Crown,  the  note  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me  on  the  5th  of  November  last,  respecting  the 
case  of  Mr.  Hardcastle,  who  was  shot  hf  a  sentry  in  the  Old  Capitol  prison, 
and  it  seems  right  and  proper  to  state  to  you  the  final  opinion  of  her  Majesty's 

fovemment  on  this  question  as  expressed  in  a  despatch  recently  received  from 
er  Maiesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

Her  Msyesty's  government  consider  that  the  answer  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment and  of  their  Judge  Advocate  General  does  not  in  the  ^lightest  degree 
alter  the  opinion  entertained  by  them,  as  set  forth  in  previous  correspondence  on 
this  subject. 

In  that  correspondence  the  principles  of  international  law,  applicable  to  the 
facts  of  this  case,  are  given  at  some  length,  and  her  Majesty's  government  think 
that  no  advantage  would  result  from  a  recapitulation  of  their  former  arguments. 

The  pretence  that  the  word  "safe-conduct"  was  used  in  a  popular  sense  in 
the  first  instance,  and  the  attempt  to  maintain  that  the  safe- conduct  extended 
only  to  the  passage  between  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  indicate  the  determination 
of  the  United  States  government  to  avoid  granting  that  compensation  which  it 
appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  international  justice  as  well  as  comity  de- 
mand at  their  hands,  to  the  relations  of  this  much  injured  man,  whom,  without 
the  slightest  evidence,  except  the  allegations  of  his  jailer,  as  to  conversations 
with  him  in  prison,  (which  the  dead  man  cannot  contradict,)  the  Judge  Advocate 
General  of  the  United  States  persists  in  calling  "a  most  active  and  dangerous 
enemy;  an  avowed  enemy  to  the  United  States,  and  a  person  whose  hostility 
and  treachery  had  caused  him  to  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  privileges  of  neutrality." 
Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  forbear  pointing  out  the  practical  commentary 
upon  some  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case  which  is  contained  in  a  publication 
recently  issued  and  circulated  by  authority  in  the  United  States  with  reference 
to  the  treatment  of  United  States  prisoners  by  the  government  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States. 
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In  this  pablication,  which  is  entitled  ''  Narratiye  of  priyations  and  snfferinga  of 
United  States  officers  and  soldiers,  while  prisoners  of  war,  in  the  hands  of  the 
rebel  authorities ;  being  the  report  of  a  commission  of  inquirj  appointed  by  r.he 
United  States  Sanitary  Gonmiission,  with  an  appendix  containing  tne  testimony," 
aiBong  other  sdleged  cruel  practices,  that  of  shooting  United  States  prisoners 
for  appearing  at  the  windows  of  their  prisons  is  mentioned.  At  pages  83,  84,  the 
following  passages  occur : 

"  The  cruel  and  unusual  rule  by  which  an  approach  to  the  windows  from  in- 
advertence, or  for  the  most  innocent  purpose,  is  made  death  in  the  confederate 
prisons,  is,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  unknown  at  Fort  Delaware.  It  is  hardly  worth 
while  to  consider  whether  any  were  shot  (i.  e,  in  Delaware)  for  looking  out  of 
the  windows.  No  such  order  was  ever  given  in  this  or  any  United  States 
station." 

And  at  page  197  there  is  a  letter  from  Quartermaster  General  Meigs,  of  the 
United  States  army,  dated  July  6, 1864,  which  contains  the  following  passa^: 

"  The  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  informs  me  that  he  has  heard  of 
no  orders  to  shoot  prisoners .  for  being  at  the  windows  or  near  them ;  and  he 
does  not  believe  that  orders  of  that  character  have  anywhere  been  given ;  he 
has  heard  of  no  prisoners  being  shot,  under  such  circumstances." 

It  is  sufficient  to  bring  into  mere  juxtaposition  with  these  passages  the  con- 
cluding sentence  of  Captain  Nix's  report  (25th  May,  1863)  to  General  Martin- 
dale  of  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Hardcastle's  death,  on  the  very  day  of  its  oc- 
enrrence,  which  took  place,  it  will  be  remembered,  in  the  Carroll  prison,  at 
Washington,  the  capital  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  instructions,"  he  says,  *'  to  the  sentinel  guarding  the  outer  wall  of  the 
prison  are  that  they  shall  warn  all  prisoners  to  keep  their  heads  within  the  win- 
dows, and  if  they  persist  in  disobeying,  to  fire  their  pieces." 

These  in  the  last  report  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General  upon  the  case,  dated 
the  28th  of  October,  1864,  are  called  '*  the  salutary  regulations  of  the  prison." 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but  think  die  last  reply  of  the  United 
States  government  entirely  unsatisfactory,  and  containing  no  substantial  answer 
whatever  to  the  reasons  upon  which  the  claim  for  compensation  was  founded, 
and  I  am  consequently  instructed  that  this  claim  will  not  be  abandoned  by  her 
Majesty's  government,  but  reserved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd,  4ir.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Wcuhington^  January  11,  1865 
Sir:  Your  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  stating  that  her  Britannic  Majesty  is  de- 
iiious  of  nominating  Lieutenant  Pearson,  of  the  United  States  navy,  a  companion 
of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  as  a  recognition  of  his  ready 
co-operation  with  the  combined  forces  of  Great  Britain,  France,  the  Netherlands, 
and  the  United  States,  in  their  recent  operations  in  the  straits  of  Simonoskai, 
in  Japan,  expressing  the  hope  that  the  President  will  be  pleased  to  allow  that 
officer  to  accept  the  honor,  naving  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Mr.  Welles  remarks,  in  reply,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  forbids 
any  officer  in  their  service  from  accepting  an  honor  of  the  character  referred  to 
without  the  consent  of  Congress;  that  although  the  Navy  Department  and 
I^tenant  Pearson  himself  cannot  fail  to  be  gratified  by  the  favorable  opinion 
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expressed  of  hie  professional  services  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  by  so  distin- 
guished and  experienced  an  officer  as  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  L.  Kuper,  yet,  as, 
upon  due  consideration,  it  has  not  been  deemed  advisable  to  recommend  the 
promotion  of  Lieutenant  Pearson  by  his  own  government,  the  President  would 
prefer  to  decline  at  present  making  any  application  to  Congress  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yodr  ob^ient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc^  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Waskingtont  January  12,  1865. 

Sir:  T  have  the  honor -to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7  th 
instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  16th  ultimo  to  you,  respecting 
the  extradition  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders,  a  copy  of  which  you  were  pleased  to 
submit  to  his  excellency.  In  reply,  I  have  the  hpnor  to  state  that  the  requisi- 
tion under  the  treaty  for  fugitives  from  the  United  States  in  the  British  prov^ 
inces  is  always  in  the  form  of  a  note  from  this  department  to  her  Majesty's 
legation.  The  object  and  effect  of  this  are  merely  a  notice  to  the  executive 
authorities  of  the  provinces,  that  when  the  fugitives  claimed  shall  have  been 
judicially  prosecuted  under  either  the  act  of  the  imperial  Parliament,  or  under 
any  provincial  act  for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect,  and  the  proper  magistrate 
shall  certify  to  the  executive  authority  that  there  is  sufficient  cause  for  the  sur^ 
render  of  the  ftigitive,  the  surrender  may  be  made  accordingly.  Nothing  more 
has  been  expected  in  the  cases  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders,  who  are  supposed  to 
be  skulking  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick. 

It  is  the  dutv  of  this  government  to  apply  to  the  proper  authorities  there  for 
their  arrest  and  examination,  and  to  furnish  proof  that  they  are  subject  to  extra- 
dition, according  to  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  4^.»  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  14,  18G5. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  3l8t 
ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada 
to  prevent  the  manufacture  in  that  province  of  "Greek  fire,"  to  be  used  by  the 
insurgents  in  their  attempts  to  burn  the  northern  cities  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  reply  to  express  my  satisfaction  with  the  action  of  Viscount  Monck  in  the 
matter. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr*  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State; 

Washington^  January  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  proper  authorities 
of  her  M^esty's  government,  that  a  reliable  representation  has  been  made  to 
this  department  to  the  effect  that  the  men  of  the  late  piratical  steamer  Florida, 
who  went  to  Europe  after  the  seizufe  of  that  vessel,  have  been  ordered  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Calais  immediately,  to  J6in  the  pirate  Shenandoah,  lately  called  the 
Sea  King;  that  the  Shenandoah  will  be  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bermuda; 
that  the  men  will  go  to  that  place,  and  be  put  on  board  by  a  blockade  runner; 
and  that  the  Shenandoah  has  only  forty-three  men  on  board,  of  whom  not  more 
that  ten  are  sailors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Departmen^^  OF  State, 

Wa^hington^  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  3d  instant,  communicating  to  me  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the  3d  uliimo, 
addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state 
for  the  colonial  department,  in  regard  to  the  extradition  of  the  St.  Albans  felons, 
and  informing  me  that  the  proceedings  of  Viscount  Monck  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  unfortunate  occurrences  growing  out  of  their  depredations  have  been  ap- 
proved by  her  Majesty's  government.  Thanking  you  for  the  information  thus 
imparted,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  taken  into  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  fy:,,  ifc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  copies  of  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  her 
Majegty's  government  and  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda. 

I  have  the  honer  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

'  J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^t?.,  4t:.,  igc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  copies  of  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  her 
Majesty's  government  and  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient; 
Iramble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc.  u,g,  ,zea  oy  ^  w^glc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Waihington,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th 
instant,  informing  me,  at  the  instance  of  Earl  KusBell,  that  the  answer  of  this 
government  in  regard  to  the  ca£e  of  Haricastle  was  entirely  unsatisfactory  to 
that  of  her  Majesty's,  and  that  her  Majesty's  government  reserve  and  do  not 
abandon  their  claim  to  compensation  for  the  death  of  that  person.  In  reply,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  will  receive  my  attention. 

Accept*  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hums  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  Sfc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  youi^ote  of  the  9th  ultimo,  requesting,  at  the  instance  of 
the  owners  of  the  Labnan,  information  concerning  the  progress  made  in  the  trial 
of  the  case,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  in  a  letter  of  the  14th 
ultimo  the  United  States  district  attorney  states  that  he  has  made  every  effort 
to  procure  a  speedy  and  final  disposition  of  the  whole  matter  by  the  court  upoa 
the  testimony  already  on  file,  and  that  the  attorneys  representing  the  charterers 
of  the  Labuan,  whose  claim  for  damages  is  much  larger  than  that  of  the  owners 
of  the  vessel  itself,'  have  not  co-operated  with  him  to  that  end,  and  that  the 
proceedings  were  delayed  for  their  convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedieni 
servanty 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J^  Hume  Burnley,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  19,  1865. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  give  you,  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  de- 
spatch which,  on  the  16th  instant,  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams  at  London.* 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  jEEUthfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  6th  ultimo,  and  to  previous  correspondence 
between  her  Majesty's  legation  and  this  department,  relative  to  the  alleged 
*mproper  detention  of  the  crew  of  the  Night  Hawk  in  prison,  I  have  the  honor 
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to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  a  letter  of  the  17th  instant, 
states  that  orders  for  the  release  of  the  officers  of  the  Night  Hawk  were  given 
on  the  14th  instant 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  ohedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnlby,  Esq.»  Sfc^  Sfc^  ^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Departmbnt  op  Statb, 

Waskmgtan,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  yonr  note  of  the  Idth  instant,  in  which  you  propose  that 
die  James  Douglas  may  he  hrought  to  New  York  and  there  regularly  appraised 
and  a  settlement  made  with  the  owners,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnlby,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  WeUe$  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Departaient,  December  31,  1864. 

8lE:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
note  firom  J.  Hume  Bamley,  esquire,  in  relation  to  the  schooner  James  Douglas. 

The  department  has  neither  asserted  any  claims  to  the  vessel  in  question,  nor  is  aware  that 
it  has  incurred  any  liability  in  relation  to  it.  It  came  accidentally  into  the  possession  of 
officers  of  the  navy,  having  been  found  abandoned  at  sea.  The  question  of  salvcks^  is  entirely 
between  the  individual  salvors  and  the  owner  or  owners.  If  the  navy  has  had  the  use  of  the 
vessel,  it  has  had  the  trouble  and  expense  of  taking  care  of  it;  but  it  declines  to  incur  the 
expense  of  having  the  vessel  towed  to  New  York.  It  would  be  pleased,  under  the  circum^ 
stances,  to  have  the  vessel  taken  off  its  hands  as  early  as  practicable,  and  can  assume  no 
lesponflibility  for  its  safe-keeping. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Seerttary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washingtoi^,  January  20,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  New  Brunswick  on  the  subject  of  the  new  passport  regulations,  to  which 
I  invite  joxxr  attention.  A  glance  at  the  map  of  New  Brunswick  will  enable 
70a  the  better  to  appreciate  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Gordon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  jour  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
4dc» 
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Mr.  Gordon  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Fredericton,  N  B.,  January  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-day  of  jour  despatch  of  the  4th 
instant,  relative  to  the  intention  of  the  United  States  goyemment  to  require  from  trayelleia 
entering  that  country  passports  famished  by  competent  authority  and  countersigned  by  a 
diplomatic  or  consular  agent  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  reouest  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  wnat  course  it  is  intended  to  follow  with  respect  to  persons  living  at  consider- 
able distances  from  the  residence  of  any  consular  agents  ot  the  Umted  States.  For  instance, 
it  is  my  intention  to  establish  an  ^gency  for  passports  at  the  town  of  Woodstock.  Is  it  in- 
tended that  any  person  residing  in  Woodstock,  ana  desirous  of  visiting  the  neighboring  town 
of  Moulton,  in  the  United  States,  should,  after  providing  himself  with  my  passuort,  proceed, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  St  John  (a  journey,  including  the  return  to  Woodstock,  of  three  or 
four  hundred  miles)  to  obtain  the  visa  of  the  United  States  consul,  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
cross  the  frontier!  This  is  by  no  means  an  idle  question,  for  the  intercourse  between  the 
towns  referred  to  is  considerable,  and  the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  other  points  on 
the  frontier.  It  would  seem  reasonable  that  in  such  cases,  by  an  arrangement  not  unusual 
in  Europe,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  at  the  town  first  reached  after  crossing  the  frontier 
might  be  permitted  to  give  the  requisite  visa. 

But  without  suggesting  the  steps  which  the  United  States  ^vemment  may  think  proper 
to  take  in  consequence,  it  is  right  that  I  should  state  that  the  strict  requirement  of  the  counter 
signature  of  the  consul  at  St.  John  to  every  passport  issued  by  me  will  practically  put  an 
end  to  the  intercourse  at  present  happily  prevailing  between  the  citizens  of  the  two  States 
along  the  boundary  lines — a  result  which  I  should  greatly  deplore,  and  which  would,  I  doubt 
not,  also  be  regretted  by  the  United  States  government 
I  have,  &c., 

AETHUR  H.  GORDON. 

J.  H.  BURMLEY,  Esq.,  ^c,  ifc,^  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Canadian 
authorities,  that  it  has  heen  represented  to  this  department,  from  a  credible 
souToe,  that  enemies  of  the  United  States  lurking  in  Canada  are  preparing  to 
make  a  formidable  incursion  into  the  territory  of  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  committing  depredations  at  Burlington,  in  Vermont,  and  White  Hall, 
in  New  York,  while  Lake  Champlain  shall  remain  frozen  over,  and  to  destroy 
the  shipping  in  the  harbors  of  tnoso  ports ;  that  their  plans  are  matured,  and 
that  the  reason  they  have  not  already  attempted  their  execution  was  the  re-arrest 
of  the  St.  Albans  felons,  which  induced  them  to  postpone  the  movement  until 
the  decision  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  those  felons  can  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hdmb  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burfdey. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  Information,  which  is  believed  to  be  reliable,  has  reached  this  depart- 
ment to  the  effect  that  a  plan  has  been  formed  for  the  piratical  seizure  of  Ameri- 
can steamships  plying  between  various  ports  on  the  racific  coast  of  this  conti- 
nent ;  that  it  is  proposed  to  effect  this  nefarious  design  by  means  of  small  but 
swift  iron  steamers  armed  with  one  gun ;  that  they  will  be  concealed  in  some  of 
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the  many  small  bays  and  inlets  abounding  on  tbe  coast  from  tbe  Oulf  of  Fonseca 
to  San  Jos^,  in  Costa  Rica ;  that  two  of  these  vessels  are  now  on  the  way,  or  have 
arrived  at  St.  Thomas  from  England  in  pieces ;  that  they  will  be  put  together 
at  St.  Thomas  or  at  Georgetown,  Demerara,  run  down  the  coast,  around  Cape 
Horn,  with  the  ostensible  intention  of  plying  around  the  Chincha  islands  ;  that 
the  officers  and  prize  crew  will  sail  from  New  York  to  Havana,  reporting  there 
to  Mr.  Charles  Helm,  thence  to  St.  Thomas,  where  a  person  named  Andrews 
mani^es  affairs,  or  did  formerly.  At  a  concerted  time  they  will  proceed  to  the 
Pacific  shore  of  Costa  Rica  to  meet  the  vessels  and  enter  upon  their  piratical 
career.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  her  Majesty's  government  of  these  proceed- 
ings, and  to  notify  the  authorities  of  Demerara  and  of  other  Britbh  colonies  in 
that  quarter  of  these  projected  violations  of  British  neutrality,  in  order  that 
prompt  measures  may  be  adopted  for  their  prevention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HunB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr  Bundey  to  Mr,  Setoard. 

Washington,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  Of  the  vast  amounts  of  cotton  captured  by  General  Sherman  at  Savan- 
nah, I  am  told  that  some  ten  thousand  bales  are  the  banajide  property  of  Brit- 
ish subjects  residing  there  and  in  England. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  a  medical  gentleman  resident  at  Savannah,  called  upon  me  yes- 
terday and  consulted  with  me  upon  the  subject,  placing  in  my  hands  various 
papers,  which  he  had  been  deputed  to  hand  over  to  me,  of  one  of  which  I  en- 
close a  copy,  as  representing  the  actual  state  of  the  case.  Mr.  Sergeant  in- 
formed me  that  the  federal  authorities  contemplated  sending  the  whole  of  this 
cotton  to  New  York  for  sale,  the  proceeds  to  be  remitted  to  the  United  States 
treasury,  and  the  owners  to  establish  their  claims  before  the  courts. 

As  it  appears  to  have  been  purchased  during  the  year  1860  and  1861,  and 
was  intended  for  shipment  for  England  upon  the  reopening  of  commerce,  now 
happily  not  far  distant,  I  would  hope  that  pending  an  investigation  of  the  claims 
it  may  be  allowed  to  remain  stored  in  Savannah,  as  the  federal  government  have 
now  a  firm  hold  on  the  place,  and  there  can  be  no  question  of  its  recapture,  con- 
sidering the  important  federal  successes  recently  achieved 

To  the  end,  however,  of  establishing  the  rightful  claims  of  the  owners,  I  would 
propose  to  despatch  an  agent  there,  with  the  sanction  of  yourself,  who  would  be 
deputed  to  place  himself  in  communication  with  any  authorized  agent  of  the 
United  States  government,  in  order  that  it  may  be  clearly  and  satisfactorily 
proved  that  such  cotton  belongs  to  bonajide  neutral  British  merchants. 

It  is  of  the  very  utmost  importance  that  this  vast  amount  of  cotton,  if  shown 
to  be  British  property,  and  acquired  in  a  legitimate  way,  should  not  be  lost  to 
its  original  owners,  under  any  circumstances ;  and  in  the  interests  of  the  British 
subjects  concerned,  I  feel  bound  to  protest  beforehand  against  any  acts  which 
in  tiie  hurry  of  military  preparations  may  tend  to  obliterate  or  invalidate  any  just 
elainuupon  the  captured  property. 

Awaiting  an  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^r.,  ^.,  Sgc.  r^  i 
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Mr,  Oreen  to  Mr.  Barclay, 

Satakkah,  GtargiOf  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  seizure  of  the  stocks  of  cotton  in  this  place  may  now  he  said  to  be  completed, 
by  the  presence  of  Mr.  Collector  Draper,  of  New  York,  to  whom  Qeneral  Sherman  is  tranB- 
fernng  the  property. 

In  a  written  application  to  the  officers  named  in  enclosed  "  special  notice,"  I  stated  that 
as  the  cotton  held  bj  and  belonging  to  me  was  of  the  crops  of  1860-61,  the  bales  were  in 
many  cases  in  need  of  repair  and  re-marking,  the  planters'  brands  having  become  indistinct, 
and  I  asked  permission  to  make  the  repairs  ana  marks.  The  reply  was  that  I  might  put 
what  repairs  on  the  bales  I  pleased,  prior  to  shipment,  but  that  no  re-marking  or  putting  pri- 
vate marks  on  the  bales  would  he  permitted. 

His  excellency  Lord  Lyons  has  already  been  asked  by  the  British  members  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  this  city  to  apply  to  the  United  States  government  to  stay  the  shipment 
of  cotton  being  British  property,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  will  you  solicit  his  excellency  to 
request  on  behalf  of  British  subjects — 

1.  That  they  may  be  allowed  to  put  private  marks  on  their  cotton  prior  to  shipment  by  the 
Treasury  Department 

2.  That  receipts  in  original  and  duplicate  may  be  given  to  British  owners,  reciting — 

1.  The  private  marks  of  the  cotton.  1.  The  number  of  bales  and  description  of  the  cotton, 
whether  upland  or  sea  island ;  and,  1.  The  name  of  the  vessel  by  which  the  cotton  is  taken 
away. 

His  lordship*s  early  attention  to  this  may  avert  very  great  losses,  and  in  some  instances 
ruin,  to  British  subjects  in  Georgia. 
I  am,  &c, 

CHARLES  GREEN. 
Anthony  Barclay,  Esq., 

Depositary  of  Ae  papers  of  the  British  amsulate. 
Unable  to  obtain  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Barclay's  attention  to  this  communication  to-day, 
and  the  necessiU^  for  prompt  action  beine  imminent,  Mr.  Green  takes  the  liberty  of  for- 
warding to  Lord  Lyons  himsel£    The  mails  only  go  to  New  York  weekly. 

Special  Notice, 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster  Depot, 

Savannah,  Georgia,  January  6,  1865. 
All  persons  having  cotton  in  their  possession  now  stored  in  this  city  are  hereby  notified 
to  call  at  this  office  forthwith  and  register  the  same,  stating  the  amount,  where  stored,  and 
by  whom  owned. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  L.  C.  Easton,  chief  quartermaster. 

GEORGE  B.  CADWALLADER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Qjuartermaster,  Chief  ^^rt^rmasUr  Depot. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  January  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  28th  December  last,  informing  you 
that  the  Mary  had  been  seized  in  the  port  of  Nassau  by  orders  of  the  lieutenant 
governor,  for  an  infringement  of  the  British  foreign  enlistment  act,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Rawson,  ac- 
quainting me  with  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  the  solicitor  general  of  this 
colony,  who  it  appears  had  been  retained  and  was  acting  for  the  defendants  in 
the  matter. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  lieutenant  governor  seems  to  me  to  have  been  an 
eminently  wise  and  sensible  one,  as  showing  a  proper  appreciation  as  to  how 
English  law  should  be  administered,  coupled  with  a  friendliness  of  expression 
towards  the  government  of  this  country  which  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  com- 
municate to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^..  4^.  ^.  ..tizedbyGoOglc 
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Mr,  Rawson  to  Mr.  BumZey. 

[Extract] 

Government  House,  Nassau,  January  14,  1665. 
BoL :  I  deem  it  adyisable  that  jou  should  be  made  acqoainted  with  the  fact,  that  in  con- 
seooence  of  my  having  become  aware  that  Mr.  Solicitor  General  BumBide  had  been  retained 
ana  was  acting  for  the  defendants  in  the  matter  of  the  steamer  Mary,  seized  bv  mj  orders  in 
this  port,  of  which  yon  have  already  received  notice,  I  immediately  required  that  gentleman 
to  TBfiign  his  brief  or  his  office. 

2.  Mr.  Bumside  pleaded  his  right  to  act  against  the  Crown,  under  a  general  license  which 
he  possesses  in  all  cases  in  which  the  attorney  general  does  not  re(}uire  his  services.  But  I 
informed  him  that  this  was  not  a  case  contemplated  in  his  general  license  ;  that  although  his 
senrices  were  not  required  to  assist  in  the  prosecution,  it  was  not  fitting  that  he  should  ap- 
pear against  the  Crown,  and  the  United  States  government,  which  is  interested  in  the  due 
enforcement  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  in  this  case,  would  learn  with  surprise,  and  might 
complain  with  reason,  that  while  one  law  officer  was  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
anotner  wac  engaged  in  opposition  to  him,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  convince  them  that 
this  was  not  with  the  consent  or  approval  of  this  government. 

3.  Mr.  Bumside,  in  consequence,  elected  to  resign  his  office.        •        •         «  • 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Departmrnt  of  State, 

Washington,  January  24,  1865. 

Sir  s  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  which  relates  to  claims  of  British  subjects  upon  cotton  seized  hy  the 
military  forces  of  the  United  States  at  Savannah. 

In  that  communication  you  inform  me  that  ten  thousand  hales  of  the  cotton 
referred  to  are  affected  by  these  claims.  That  these  ten  thousand  bales  seem  to 
have  been  purchased  during  the  years  1860  and  1861|  and  to  have  been  in- 
tended to  be  shipped  to  England  upon  the  reopening  of  commerce. 

Upon  these  statements  you  ask  that  the  cotton  in  question  may  be  left  in  Sa- 
vannah, that  you  may  have  leave  to  send  an  agent  to  that  garrison  who  would 
be  deputed  to  place  himself  in  correspondence  with  any  authorized  agent  of  this 
government,  in  order  that  it  may  be  clearly  and  satisfactorily  provided  that  such 
cotton  belongs  to  bona  fide  neutral  British  merchants.  You  add  a  protest 
against  any  acts  which  in  the  hurry  of  military  preparations  may  tend  to  ob- 
literate or  invalidate  any  just  claims  upon  the  captured  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reply  that  due  consideration  has  been  given  to  this  rep- 
resentation, and  that  it  does  not  appear  to  this  government  that  there  exists  any 
sufficient  reason  for  departing  in  this  instance  from  the  course  which  this  gov- 
ernment pursues,  in  securing  property  in  the  insurrectionary  districts,  and  as- 
certaining and  liquidating  any  claims  of  lawful  owners  thereupon,  .by  judicial 
inve8%ation.  This  government  does  not  think  that  there  is  any  good  reason  to 
apprehend  that  any  act  will  be  done  in  the  huriy  of  military  operations  which 
w<nild  tend  to  obliterate  or  invalidate  any  just  claims  upon  the  captured  prop- 
erty which  may  exist  and  which  the  executive  department  of  this  government 
is  not  authorized  to  prejudge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highe'it  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hum B  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  25, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  20th 
instant,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  tb| ,]li§|itenant  govHC 


54  DIPLOMATIC   COBEESPONDENCE. 

ernor  of  New  Bnmswick  on  the  etibject  of  the  recent  passport  reg^ations  of 
this  government.  With  regard  to  the  inconveniences  to  which  persons  residing 
in  the  provinces  are  subjected,  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Gordon,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state,  in  reply,  that  the  disadvantages  arising  from  the  observance  of  the  regu- 
lations referred  to  result  from  the  limitation  of  the  number  of  United  States  con- 
suls in  the  British  provinces,  which  was  insisted  upon  bj  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
fovemment,  and  I  regret  to  add  that  the  inconvenience  does  not  admit  of  remedy 
y  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Spc.,  Spc.,  ^Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burtdey. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  25.  1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  note  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  20th  of  December,  1863,  re- 
questing through  his  lordship  that,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  stipu- 
lations on  the  subject,  her  Majesty's  government  would  issue  the  necessary  war- 
rant for  the  delivery  of  John  C.  Braine,  H.  A.  Parr,  John  Parker  Locke,  David 
Collins,  George  Robinson,  John  Wade,  and  others,  charged  with  the  coipmission 
of  piracy  and  murder  in  the  American  steamer  Chesapeake,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  state  that  information  has  been  received  at  this  department  from  the  consol 
of  the  United  States  at  St.  John's  to  the  effect  that,  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
parties  arraigned  under  the  charge  of  piracy  committed  on  board  of  the  before- 
named  Chesapeake,  new  warrants  were  issued  by  Justice  Parker  for  the  appre- 
hension of  all  the  offenders  known  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  transaction  ; 
that  these  warrants  were  not,  and,  perhaps,  could  not  have  been,  served  at  the 
time,  by  reason  of  the  escape  of  the  criminals  to  parts  unknown. 

It  having  recently  come  to  the  consul's  knowledge  that  four  or  five  of  these 
fugitives  had  returned  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Brunswick,  he  has  notified 
the  high  sheriff,  in  whose  hands  these  warrants  now  are,  of  the  fact. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  facility  may  be  afforded  by  the  provisional  anthoritiee 
for  their  apprehension  and  commitment ;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  request, 
through  you,  sir,  that  upon  the  apprehension  and  commitment  of  the  said  fugi- 
tives, or  any  of  them,  within  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  or  elsewhere,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  her  Majesty's  proper  authorities  will 
be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  the  delivery  of  the  said  fugitives 
to  any  person  duly  authorized  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
them,  in  order  that  they  may  be  brought  back  to  the  United  States  for  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  23d  instant, 
and  inform  you  that  a  copy  of  it  shall  be  communicated  to  the  proper  authorities. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highe.-t  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  i^c,  ^. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2l8t  Jan- 
uary, relative  to  the  alleged  intentions  on  the  part  of  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  now  said  to  be  larking  in  Canada,  to  make  a  predatory  incursion  on 
certain  points  on  United  States  territory. 

I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  that  note  to. his  excellency  the  governor  general 
of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  i^c,  Sfc.,  if:. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  7th  October  last,  stating  that  the 
claims  of  Miller  and  Fisher  (two  British  subjects  illegally  imprisoned  in  the 
State  of  Michigan)  to  compensation  for  their  illegal  arrest  and  detention  would 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  United  States  government,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  and,  in  original,  its  enclosure,  which  I 
have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  which 
Miller's  claim  is  put  forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  * 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^t;.,  Sfc. 


ViecouiU  Monek  to  Mr.  Bumley. 

•  Quebec,  January  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  cases  of  Miller  and  Fisher,  who  were  illegallj  imprisoned  at 
Detroit  last  Maj,  and  whose  claims  to  compensation  Mr.  Seward  informed  jon  m  his  note 
of  the  7th  October,  1864,  would  be  taken  iftto  consideration  when  thej  were  definitely  pre- 
sented, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  jou  a  paper  setting  forth  the  amount  of  Miller's 
claim,  which  I  beg  that  70a  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  before  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  in  deciding  upon  the  compensation  dne  to  Miller,  that  though 
Mr.  Seward,  on  the  7th  October,  pronounced  his  detention  to  be  illegal,  he  was  not  released 
till  the  6th  December. 

The  delay  was  owing,  I  was  informed,  to  a  question  arising  as  to  whether  the  proper  per- 
son to  grant  the  warrant  of  deliverance  in  the  case  was  the  governor  or  the  attorney  general 
of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

If  this  is  correct.  Miller's  imprisonment  was  unnecessarily  prolonged  for  nearly  two  months 
after  its  injustice  had  been  acknowledged,  and  I  think  that  this  fact  should  weigh  strongly 
in  procuring  a  liberal  consideration  of  his  claims  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c, 

MONCK. 

J.  Home  Burnley,  Esq.,  8fe,,  tfc,  8fc. 


J%e  government  of  the  United  States  to  Thomas  J.  Miller,  Dr. 

For  compensation  for'being  taken  by  violence — he  being  a  British  subject — from  Sandwich, 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  in  t£e  province  of  Canada,  by  United  States  officials,  on  May  1, 
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1864,  and  afterwards  committed  to  the  common  lail,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  there  de- 
tained until  delivered  by  the  wanaot  of  his  excellency  Ckyrernor  Blair,  of  Michigan,  on  De- 
cember 6,  1864— 

1.  For  loss  of  earnings  during  the  period  of  seyen  calendar  months  and  six  days, 

from  date  of  arrest  to  date  of  release,  at  $50,  Halifax  currency,  per  month $360  00 

2.  For  expenses  incurred  dnring  confinement  in  jail,  $S50  in  United  States  cur- 

rency, equivalent  to,  in  Halifax  currency 120  00 

3.  For  indemnity  for  loss  of  health  and  strength,  by  reason  of  close  confinement  in 

jail  for  the  above  period 600  00 

Total,  in  Canadian  oorrency 960  00 

THOMAS  J.  MILLEB. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  fransmit  to  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  the  speech  of 
his  excellency  the  governor  general  on  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  Cana- 
dian Parliament. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  ^c,  ^c,  Sfc. 


[Extracts  from  the  Canada  Gazette  of  January  19,  1865.] 

Legislative  Council  Chambers, 

Qpehec,  January  19,  1865. 
This  day,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  his  excellency  the  governor  eeneral  proceeded  in  state  to 
the  chamber  of  the  legislative  council  in  the  rarliament  building.  The  members  of  the 
lee;islative  council  being  assembled,  his  excellency  was  pleased  to  command  the  attendance 
of  the  legislative  assembly,  and  that  blouse  being  present,  hia  excellency  was  pleased  to  open 
the  third  session  of  the  eighth  Parliament  of  ue  province  of  Canada  with  the  foUowin^^ 
speech  from  the  throne : 

Honorable  gentUmen  of  the  Ugitlative  eomneil : 

OentUmem  of  the  legislmtive  a$$ewMjf : 

Outrages  have  been  committed  on  the  commerce  and  territory  of  the  United  States  of 
America  by  persons  who,  after  the  perpetration  of  these  acts,  have  sought  refuge  on  Cana- 
dian soil. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  organization  of  any  such  enteiprises  within  this  province,  and  also 
to  enable  me  to  discharge  in  an  effective  manner  my  duties  towards  a  neighboring  power  on 
terms  of  friendship  with  her  Majesty,  I  have  seen  nt  to  oganize  a  system  of  detective  police 
on  the  frontier  line  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  same  design  I  have  called  out  for  per- 
manent duty  a  portion  of  the  volunteer  force  of  the  province. 

Similar  considerations  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  arming  the  executive  government 
with  stronger  powers  than  it  now  possesses  for  dealing  with  persons  who,  while  availino^ 
themselves  of  the  right  of  asylum  which  has  always  been  allowed  on  British  soil  to  political 
refugees  from  all  foreign  countries,  may  be  unmindful  of  the  implied  obligations  which,  hj 
their  residence  among  us,  they  contract  to  obey  our  laws  and  to  respect  the  declared  policy 
of  our  sovereign. 

A  bill  framed  for  this  purpose  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  I  ask  for  it  your  early  con- 
sideration. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  displayed  by  the  members  of 
the  volunteer  force  when  called  upon  to  turn  out  for  active  service. 
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Mr,  Bwrnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  ^,  1865. 
Ht  Dear  Sir  :  It  may  conduce,  perhaps,  to  a  better  understanding  as  to  the 
Bcope  and  bearing  of  Earl  Russell's  slave  trade  despatch,  No.  9,  of  the  7th  De- 
cember, of  which  I  put  a  copy  uito  your  hands,  at  the  State  Department,  if  I 
said  you  copies  of  correspondence  addressed  to  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Madrid 
CD  this  subject. 

Tou  will  see  that  a  despatch  similar  to  the  above  has  been  addressed  to  all  the 
European  courts,  inviting  them  to  join  together  in  declaring  slave  trade  piracy. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  ^.,  4t;. 


Mr.  Paget  to  Mr.  Layard. 

ADMmALTT,  December  8,  1864. 

8lR:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  yon  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  Earl  RnsseU,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Wilmot,  dated  the 
99th  of  October,  No.  238,  requesting^  their  lordships  to  sanction  an  order  he  has  given  to  the 
eommander  of  her  Majesty's  ship  imder  his  command,  for  the  masters  and  crews  of  captured 
lUyers  to  be  detained  on  board  the  captors,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  their  nationality, 
tnd  delirenng  them  over  to  the  governments  to  which  they  may  severally  belong. 

The  Question  raised  by  Comm^ore  Wilmot  has  been  on  previous  occasions  brought  before 
my  bras,  and  particuhurly  in  a  letter  from  Rear- Admiral  eir  F.  Grey,  date  March  12,  1840, 
a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  foreign  office  on  the  28th  April  following. 

A  steamer  without  colors  or  papers,  formerly  called  the  Rubens,  of  Antwerp,  was  captured 
hr  the  Lyon.  Several  of  her  men  were  brought  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  acknowl- 
eag«d  themselves  to  be  Spanish  subjects.  Shr  F.  Grey,  the  commander-in-chief,  referred  the 
ease  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  colony,  who  gave  an  opinion  that  there  was  no  power  to  detain 
them,  or  to  send  them  to  the  Grand  Canary,  and  this  opinion  was  confirmed  bv  her  Mc^esty's 
tdrocate  general,  as  communicated  to  admiralty  in  foreign  office  letter  May  12,  1860. 

My  lor&  apprehended,  therefore,  that  the  course  proposed  by  Commodore  Wilmot  would 
he  illegal,  and  they  proposed  to  inform  him  that  it  cannot  be  adopted. 

The  practice  at  present  is  to  land  the  crews  of  captured  slavers  (except  those  necessary  for 
eondemnation  of  a  vessel,  or  those  specified  by  treaties)  at  some  convenient  nlace,  where 
their  lives  will  not  be  endangered,  ana  where  they  will  most  easily  find  means  ot  embarking; 
em  beinir  taken  that  they  have  some  money  to  provide  Uiemselves  with  food.  The  Portu- 
goese  win  not  allow  any  to  be  landed  in  Uieir  settlement 

Mj  lords  will  be  glad  to  know  whether  any  alteration  can  be  made  in  this  practice,  which 
•hrioasly  does  affora  some  fiidlities  for  manning  vessels  to  be  employed  in  slave-trade, 
lam,  Ac, 

C.  PAGET. 

A.  K.  Layakd,  Esq.,  ^c,  9re.,  Sfe. 


Earl  Russell  to  Sir  J.  Crampton, 

Foreign  Office,  Janmarg  5,  1665. 

8iE:  I  have  to  instruct  yen  to  reauest  an  interview  with  Marshal  Narvaei,  in  order  to 
ipsak  to  him  again  on  the  subject  of  slave-trade. 

Tou  will  represent  to  his  ezoellency,  that  the  honor  of  Spain  must  suffer  finom  the  continued 
caudvanoe  of  Spanish  authorities  at  the  violation  of  a  solemn  treaty  concluded  with  £ng- 
MDd  in  the  year  1835.  You  will  point  out  to  him  that,  by  the  operation  of  a  British  act  of 
^uliament,  and  the  consequent  vi^ance  and  activity  of  Brazilian  governments,  slave-trade 
hiifor  &e  last  ten  years  been  unknown  on  the  ooaet  of  Brazil ;  that  unhappily  it  b  boI  un- 
nown  en  the  coast  of  Cuba;  but  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  the  Spanish  govem- 
s«U  cannot  do  that  which  the  Braziliui  government  has  been  able  to  do  with  ease  and 
tMipleCe  effsct. 

That  by  my  despatch  No.  41,  of  the  7th  ultimo,  I  have  asked  the  Spai^h  ^vemment  to 
joncor  in  submitting  Spanish  subjects  captured  in  slave-trading  ships  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
Intiik  oonrts—Bd^  subjects  similariy  captured  being  similarly  subjected  to  the  jurisdic- 
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tion  of  Spanish  courts — and  that  in  both  cases  the  ofienders  should  be  liable  to  the  penalties 
attached  to  piracy.  I  have  made  a  similar  proposal  to  other  governments  in  £arope  and 
•America. 

A  correspondence  which  I  send  yon.  and  which  has  recently  taken  place  between  the 
British  admiralty,  the  foreira  office,  and  commodore  commanding  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  will  enable  you  to  show  to  Marshal  Narraez  the  mischief  of  letting  loose  miscreants, 
quite  unworthy  of  the  protection  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  who,  after  being  taken  in  one  slave 
vessel,  are  liberated,  and  forthwith  enlist  in  the  same  service  in  some  other  ship,  bound  on  a 
similar  unchristian  and  inhuman  errand. 

Ton  will  urge  upon  the  marshal,  so  weU  known  for  his  chivalrous  sentiments  and  loftj 
character,  the  duty  which  devolves  upon  him  of  effacing  a  stain  from  the  escutcheon  of 
Spain,  and  of  rendering  a  brilliant  service  to  the  cause  of  African  freedom. 

EUSSELL. 

Sir  J.  F.  Crampton,  Sfc,  isc,  9fc, 


Commodore  Wilmot  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 

Rattlesnake,  St.  Helena,  October  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  directed  that  the  masters  and  crews  of  captured  slavers  be  detained  on  board 
the  captors,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  their  nationality  and  delivering  them  over  to  the 
government  to  which  they  belong. 

2.  It  is  the  practice  to  land  the  master  and  others  who  form  the  crew  of  a  captured  slaver 
at  the  nearest  convenient  spot,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  them ;  they  are  thus  enabled 
to  resume  at  pleasure  their  former  occupation,  and  make  fresh  barg^us  with  the  slave  dealers 
for  future  services. 

3.  If  their  governments  are  pleased  to  sanction  this  step,  we  shall  place  the  dealers  and 
others  concerned  in  this  traffic  in  a  very  uncertain  position,  because  they  will  experience 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  proper  master  and  crew  for  Uieir  vessels ;  as  not  only  will 
Uiere  be  a  scarcity  of  masters  and  seamen,  in  consequence  of  those  captured  being  sent  out 
of  the  country  and  punished  for  their  offences,  but  because  they  will  be  afraid  to  risk  theii 
lives  and  liberty,  knowing  that  if  captured  they  will  be  handed  over  to  be  dealt  with  by  their 
own  government. 

I  have,  &c, 

EVARDLEY  WILMOT,  Commodore. 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  Sfc^  8fe.,  8fe. 


Mr.  Layard  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  January  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Russell  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  one 
from  Commodore  WUmot,  requesting  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  sanction  an 
order  recently  issued  by  the  commodore  to  the  conmianders  of  her  Majesty's  cruisers  directing 
them  to  detain  the  master  and  crews  of  captured  slave  vessels,  with  the  view  to  ascertain  their 
nationality,  and  to  their  being  handed  over  to  the  governments  of  the  countries  to  which  they 
severally  belong.  Ton  add  that  their  lordships  havingin  view  the  decision  come  to  in  the  year 
1860,  in  the  case  of  the  crew  of  the  captured  slave  vesselKubens,  of  Antwerp,  apprehend  that  the 
course  suggested  by  Commodore  Wilmot  would  be  illegal,  and  that  their  lordships  propose, 
therefore,  to  inform  him  that  it  cannot  be  adopted. 

Lord  Russell  desires  me  to  observe  in  reply  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  Commodore  Wil- 
mot would  be  justified  in  detaining  the  crews  ot  captured  slave  vessels  for  the  short  period 
of  time  necessary  for  ascertaining  in  any  case  of  such  doubt,  and  in  such  cases  only,  whether 
any  provision  is  made  by  treaty  for  their  disposal— Spaniards  by  Spanish  treaty,  Fortuguese 
by  Portuguese  treaty,  and  acts  of  Parliament  confirming^  such  treaties. 

If  treaty  and  act  of  Parliament  are  silent,  his  lordship  is  of  opinion  that  we  have  no  right 
to  detain  them,  or  to  require  the  government  of  the  country  to  which  they  may  belong  to 
take  charge  of  them. 

Commodore  Wilmot  in  the  order  he  has  issued  has,  therefore,  exceeded  his  lawful  power. 
But  he  should  be  aUowed,  under  the  restrictions  above  mentioned,  to  detain  the  masters  and 
crews  of  sUve  vessels  till  he  has  ascertained  their  nationality  and  position  by  treaty,  and 
he  should  on  all  occasions  land  them,  as  far  as  he  can  convenientlv  do  so,  at  places  where, 
whilst  their  lives  will  not  be  endangered,  it  will  not  be  possible  tor  them  to  engage  agiun 
immmed lately  in  similar  slave-trading  expeditions. 

I  am  to  add  that  Lord  Russell  is  so  impressed  with  the  nec68sity*of  in^nres  being  adopted 
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for  the  punishment  of  the  masters  and  crews  of  slave  vessels  captured  without  colors  or 
papers  to  denote  their  nationalitj,  that  he  has  recently  addressed  a  circular  pnmce,  Spain.  Porta- 
to  ner  Majesty's  representatives  in  the  countries  named  in  the  margin,  gal,  AoBtria,  Prn«Bia, 
inatracting  them  to  invite  the  eovemment  to  which  they  are  accredited  Italy.  Netherianda, 
to  concur  in  declaring  slave  trade  piracy,  and  in  submitting  their  subjects  **""**»  United  States, 
captured  in  slave-trading  ships  to  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  entitled  to  take  cognizance  of  that 
crime. 

A  copy  of  the  circular  despatch  in  question  is  herewith  enclosed  for  your  lordship's  informa- 
tion. 

I  am,  &Ct  &.C* 

A.  H.  LAYARD. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiraltt,  8fe„  ^c,  8fe, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me  on  the  15th  December  last,  lelatiye  to  shot  fired  from  a  battery  at  Eastport, 
havmg  fallen  on  British  territory,  I  am  directed  by  her  Majesty's  government 
to  state  to  you  that  they  have  received  with  satisfaction  the  assurance  contained 
in  your  above-mentioned  note,  that  instructions  will  be  given  to  prevent  any 
farther  shots  being  fired  from  the  battery  at  Eastport  into  British  territory,  and 
that  the  occurrence  in  question  was  imauthorized,  inadvertent,  and  was  to  be  re- 
gretted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setvard. 

Washington,  January  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Charles  Green,  as  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Savannah,  and  beg  you 
to  take  it  into  immediate  consideration,  in  connexion  with  what  I  had  the  honor  of 
bringing  to  your  notice  on  the  23d  instant. 

Hoping  to  have  soon  the  answer  requested  in  my  above-mentioned  note, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Greem  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Savannah  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

January  19,  1865. 
Mt  Lord  -.  In  the  absence  of  the  usual  consular  facilities  for  communicating  with  you,  I  am 
urged  by  the  British  residents  here  to  repeat  that  their  property  in  cotton  falls  daily  into  worse 
position.  Tou  are  aware  it  has  all  heen  seized  by  the  military,  who  not  only  forbid  the  owners 
tbe  privilege  of  marking  the  bales  at  the  time  tney  are  taken  away,  but  refuse  to  allow  the 
owners  or  their  clerks  to  be  present  in  the  warehouses,  and  decline  to  five  any  receipt  or  record 
9f  the  property  they  take  away.  The  interests  at  stake  are  so  large  that  the  necessity  of  vouchers 
for  the  cotton  is  pressing,  and  the  British  subjects  here  solicit  your  excellency  *s  interference 
with  the  American  government  hereupon. 
I  remain,  &c.,  &^, 

CHABLES  GREEN, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Savannahs 
His  Excellency  Lord  Lyons. 
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Mr.  BwrnUff  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  Janmary  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  receipt  of  vdur  note  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  two  vessek 
building  at  Montreal,  allegea  to  be  for  the  naval  service  of  the  co-called  Con- 
federate States,  I  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  the  governor  general  of  Ganada. 

His  excellency  has  furnished  me  with  a  report  of  the  attorney  general  for 
Ganada  East  upon  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc„  dfc. 


CRWnX  Law  DBPARTBtENT, 

(2Ma6ee,  January  24,  1866. 

The  underaigned  has  the  honor  to  report  to  hie  excellency  the  govemor  general  that  from 
inquiries  made  by  him,  as  shown  bj  the  annexed  correspondencef  relative  to  the  two  vessels 
alluded  to  bv  the  United  States  vice-consul,  in  his  letter  of  the  dth  December  last,  addressed 
to  the  British  minister  at  Washington,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  sospicion  of  their  destina- 
tion other  than  the  ostensible  one,  was  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  customs  officers  at  Montreal, 
and  that  one  of  these  vessels,  the  Alexandarus  had  cleared  from  the  port  of  Montreal  before 
the  date  of  the  vice-consul's  letter. 

The  undersigned  will  duly  report  to  his  excellency  before  the  opening  of  navigation  any 
further  information  that  may  be  obtained  relative  to  the  Pinero. 

GEORGE  G.  CAETIER 

Attorney  Generalf  L.  jO, 


Mr.  FtUvoye  to  Mr.  Holmes. 

CaowH  Law  Department, 

Qjuebec,  December  28,  1864. 
Sm:  I  am  directed  by  the  hon(»able  the  attorney  general  for  Lower  Canada  to  request  you 
to  make  diligent  inauiry  as  to  the  trade  or  objects  for  which  two  ships  now  building  at  Mon- 
treal, to  be  called  El  Aimandarus  and  Pinero  are  destined,  and  to  report  to  him  from  time  to 
time  any  reliable  information  that  you  may  obtain  in  relation  to  them  and  their  destination. 
I  have,  &.C, 

GEORGE  FUTYOYE, 
Clerk  qf  Crown  Law  Department. 
B.  HoLBfES,  Esq., 

Collector  of  CustomSf  Montreal, 


Mr.  Holmes  to  Mr.  Futvoye. 

Custom  House,  Montreal,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  requesting  information  respecting  the  steam- 
ers Aimandarus  and  Pinero,  I  beg  for  the  information  of  ue  honorable  the  attorney  general 
for  Lower  Canada  to  state  that  the  former  was  built  on  a  wharf  opposite  this  city,  and  then 
taken  into  the  Lachine  canal,  by  Mr.  Aufl^stine  Cantin  during  the  last  summer.    That  owing 

to  the  illness  of  the  measuring  officer  of  this  port,  Mr.  O'Meara,  of ,  came  up  here 

and  measured  both  vessels,  and  would,  therefore,  be  competent  to  g^ve  every  information  as 
to  whether  there  was  anything  suspicions  in  their  build,  ot  d^erent  from  similar  passenger 
steamboats. 

These  vessels  were  both  restored  ^t  this  port  on  the  25th  of  Kovember  last  in  the  name 
of  the  builder,  A.  Cantin.  The  Aimandarus  was  built  on  account  of  the  General  Cub^ 
Steam  Navigation  Company  of  Havana,  and  the  Pinero  for  Ildefonso  Vivanco,  merchant,  of 
same  place. 

The  Almandares,  of  630^  tons,  J.  B.  Portias  master,  cleared  from  this  port  without 
cargo  for  Havana  on  the  7th  instant,  and  by  the  latest  accounto  had  reached  Canso,  where  I 
was  informed,  at  date  of  her  sailing  hence,  she  would  stop  for  a  supply  of  coed. 


uigiLizeu  uy  ■>>_■  v^v,/ 


d'" 


DIPLOMATIC  CQBBESPONDEKCE.  61 

It  was  intended  to  haye  detied  ihe  Pinero,  287  AJ*!)  tons,  for  the  same  port,  bnt  owing  to 
the  nnfinished  state  of  the  joiners*  work  some  difference  arose  between  the  parties  interested, 
which  created  a  delay  of  several  days,  and  the  season  suddenly  closing,  the  ressel  was  com- 
pelled to  return  into  the  Lachine  canid  to  winter. 

I  would  bee  to  observe  that  Mr.  Cantin,  in  November,  1858,  built  a  steam  vessel  of  437^ 
tons,  called  toe  Colon,  for  Don  Pedro  Sacosta,  of  Havana,  which  was  transferred  to  him  there, 
and  the  register  returned  to  this  port  by  the  British  consuL 

These  vessels  were  stated  to  be  intended  for  passenger  boats,  and  the  Almandares  was  fitting 
up  at  date  of  her  clearance  with  state-rooms,  &c,,  as  in  the  usual  way. 

I  hftVB.  Jb't*.- 

BENJAMIN  HOLMES,  ColUctor, 
George  Futvoye,  Esq.,  ^c,  i(c.,  8fe. 


Mr.  FtUvojfe  to  Mr,  O'Meara, 

Crown  Law  Departmekt, 

(ItuheCy  January  17,  1865. 

Sib:  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower  Canada  to  transmit  to 
jou  the  enclosed  letter  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  Montreal,  and  to  request  you  to  return 
it,  at  your  early  convenience,  with  such  further  information  as  you  may  be  able  to  famish 
OB  the  subject-matter  thereof 

I  have,  &c,  

GEORGE  FUTVOYE, 
Clerk  of  Croton  Law  Department, 
J.P.  O'Meara,  Esq., 

MeoMuring  Surmyor^  her  Majesiff^s  Customs,  Quebec, 


Mr,  O'Meara  to  Mr,  Futvo^, 

Custom  House,  Quebec,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  with 
enclosures  from  the  collector  of  customs,  port  of  Montieal,  with  a  request  I  would  return  it 
it  my  early  convenience,  with  such  further  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  furnish  on  the 
subject-matter  thereof. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  measured  the  steamers  recently  referred  to,  namely, 
the  Almandares  and  Pinero,  in  Montreal,  in  the  month  of  November  last.  They  were  repre- 
sented so  me  by  Mr.  Cantin,  the  builder,  as  being  intended  to  carry  passengers,  and  were 
then  being  fitted  up  for  that  purpose.  I  saw  nothing  at  the  time  which  could  bave  led  me  to 
suspect  that  thev  were  intended  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  represented  to  me  by  the 
hoiider,  and  in  tact  I  remember  remarking  to  Mr.  Cantin  that  from  the  way  in  which  they 
werebdng  fittted  up  at  the  time  with  cane  beds,  &^,  they  speared  admirably  adapted  for  the 
poxpose  for  which  he  represented  them  to  be  built,  viz:  carrying  passengers  in  the  tropics. 
I  have,  &c, 

P.  O'MEAEA. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seacard. 

Washington,  January  21,  1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  11th  of  October,  and  to  my  reply 
(^  die  12th  October,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  stating 
tiiat  his  warrant  has  been  issued  for  the  delivery  of  William  H.  Crawford  to  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 
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ViscomH  Monek  to  Jtfr.  BumUff, 

Quebec,  January  26,  1865. 
Sm:  Referrinff  to  your  despatch  of  the  12th  of  October,  1864,  and  its  enclosure  respecting 
the  extradition  of  W.  H.  Crawford,  charged  with  the  crime  of  assault  with  intent  to  coqimit 
murder  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  that  mj  warrant  has  been  issued  for  the 
delirerj  of  this  person  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &C, 

MONCK. 

J.  H.  BURNLET,  SfCf  8fC.f  SfC. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  January  31,  1865. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  12th  instant,  relative  to  the  form  of 
reqniaition  for  the  extradition  of  fngitives  from  the  United  States  in  the  British 

Erovinces,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I 
ave  received  from  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^c,  ^v* 


Lieutenant  Oovemor  Gordon  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

GovERmiENT  House, 

Frederickton^  January  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  of  the  14th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of 
a  note  addressed  to  you  by  the  Secretanr  of  State  for  the  United  States. 

In  Canada  the  proceedings  in  cases  of  extradition  are  regulated  by  a  provincial  act ;  and  I 
do  not  profess  to  offer  any  opinion  as  to  its  construction.  But  in  this  province  there  is  no 
such  act,  and  the  proceedings  must  be  regulated  strictly  by  the  langiutge  of  the  imperial 
statute,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  It  shall  be  lawful,  in  any  of  her  M^esty's  colonies  or  possessions  abroad,  for  the  officer  ad* 
ministering  the  eovemment  of  any  such  colony  or  possession,  by  warrant,  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  to  sigmfy  that  such  requisition  has  been  so  made,  and  to  require  all  justices  of  the 
peace  and  other  magistrates  and  officers  of  justice  within  their  several  jurisdictions  to  gov- 
ern themselves  accordingly,  and  to  aid  in  apprehending  the  person  so  accused,  and  commit- 
ting such  person  to  jail  tor  the  purpose  of  being  delivered  up  to  justice  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  treaty;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
other  person  having^  power,  to  conunit  for  trial  persons  accused  of  crimes  against  the  laws  of 
that  part  of  her  Migesty's  dominions  in  which  such  supposed  offender  shall  be  found ;  to  ex- 
amine upon  oath  any  person  or  persons  touchins^  the  truth  of  such  charge,  and  upon  such 
evidence  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  that  part  ofher  Majesty*s  dominions,  would  justifv  the 
apprehension  and  committal  for  trial  of  the  person  so  accused,  if  the  crime  of  which  he  or 
she  shall  be  so  accused  had  been  there  committed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  other  person  having  power  to  commit  as  aforesaid,  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  such  person,  ana  also  to  commit  the  person  so  accused  to  jail,  there  to  remain 
until  delivered  pursuant  to  such  requisitions  as  aforesaid ;  whilst  the  Xth  article  of  the  treaty 
distinctly  states  that  the  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  a  fugitive  is  only  to  follow  com- 
plaint upon  oath." 

From  this  it  is  clearly  apparent  that  the  following  steps  have  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  ex- 
tradition of  a  criminial  firom  this  province : 

1st.  A  requisition  from  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  The  issue  of  a  warrant  by  the  governor,  authorizing  magistrates  and  officers  of  justice 
to  proceed  against  the  parties. 

ad.  Complaint  on  oath  before  a  magistrate.  ^  I 
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4th.  Issue  of  a  wanBnt  b  j  the  magiBtrate  for  appiehension  of  the  parties. 

5th.  Committal  to  jail  by  ma^trate  after  examination  on  oath 

6th.  Certificate  of  such  committal  from  the  committing  magistrate. 

7th.  Warrant  from  governor  for  extradition  of  the  parties. 

The  governor's  original  warrant  is  not  one  bj  which  the  parties  could  be  committed  to 
prison ;  it  simplj  authorizes  the  magistrates  to  do  what  otherwise  they  could  not  do,  namely, 
to  take  cognizance  of  an  offence  committed  beyond  their  jurisdiction,  and  enables  them  to 
issae  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  accused  upon  complaint  made  before  them  upon 
osth. 

Whatever  may  be  the  case  in  Canada,  it  is  certain  that  in  this  province  the  production  of 
eridenco  must  precede  the  apprehension  of  the  parties. 

I  have  no  oojection  to  issue  my  preliminaiy  warrant  if  Mr.  Seward  desires  it,  but  I  am 
anxious  that  he  should  first  fully  unaerstand  the  position  of  the  case. 
I  have,  &c,  &^y 

ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 

J.  BrRHLEY,  Esq. 


Mr  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  24th  instant  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Ber- 
muda in  requiring  the  resignation  of  the  solicitor  general  of  that  colony,  or  that 
he  shonld  not  act  as  the  counsel  of  the  defendants  in  the  case  of  the  Marj,  seized 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  British  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  spirit  of  comity  manifested  bj  his  excellency,  and  the  friendly  manner 
in  which  you  have  informed  me  of  his  conduct,  have  afforded  me  much  gratifi- 
cation. 

I  beg  you  to  convey  to  him  an  expression  of  the  high  appreciation  entertained 
by  this  government  of  his  just  regard  for  its  rights  and  for  its  good  will  in  the 
instance  adverted  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  8fc,,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  February  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  11th  October  last,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the 
governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  McDougaU  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Secretary's  Office, 

(luebec,  January  27,  1866. 
8iR:  AdvertiDg:  to  your  letter  of  the  12tli  of  October  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you, 
W  command  of  ms  excellency  the  governor  general,  that  a  warrant  is  this  day  sent  to  the 
iMiiff  of  the  district  of  San  Francisco,  at  Sherbroke,  Canada  East,  for  the  extradition  of  W. 
H.  Crawford  to  the  United  States  aathoritieg. 
I  hftve   ^tc 

W.  McDOUGALL,  Secretary. 
J.  H,  Burnlet,  Esq.,  8fc,t  tfc,  tfc.  ^oalp 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  4,  1865. 

Sib  ;  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  13th  of  October  and  the  29th  of 
November,  and  to  mj  note  of  the  30th  of  November,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from  his  excd- 
lency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  stating  that  he  has  issued  his  warrant  for 
the  extradition  of  Bennet  G.  Burley. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  jonr  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc.^  4^.,  fy:. 


Vi$eomU  Momek  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  Jauuarjf  31,  1865. 
Sir:  Beferring  to  your  despatcbef  of  October  16  and  November  30  and  their  enclosures,  I 
bave  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  for  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  that  I  have  issued  my  warrant  for  the  extradition  of  Bennet  G.  Boriey,  charged  with 
the  crime  of  robbery  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  6lc., 

MONCE. 
J.  H.  BURKLET,  Esq. 


Jl£r.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statu, 

WoihiiigtaH^  February  4,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  announcing  to  me  that  the  governor  general  of  Canada  had 
issued  his  warrant  for  the  delivery  of  William  H.  Grawford  to  the  proper  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States.  Thanking  jou  for  the  information,  1  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  jou  that  it  has  been  communicated  to  the  proper  authorities, 
and  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  HuMB  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^c,  4v. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  6, 1865. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  21st  December  and  to  mj  reply  of 
the  22d  December,  relative  to  an  alleged  organization  formed  for  seizing  United 
States  ships  in  various  parts,  I  have  Uie  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedienty 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  ^r.,  ^r.  r^  i 
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Lieutenant  Governor  MaeDonnell  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Government  House, 
Halifax,  N,  S.\  January  24,  1865. 
Sm :  I  have  not  hitherto  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  22d  ultimo,  covering  a 
communicatioQ  from  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward,  giving^  information,  on  the  authonty 
of  the  United  States  consul  here,  of  the  existence  of  a  piratical  organization  of  some  two  hun- 
dred persons  for  seizing  United  States  vessels  on  the  Canadian  lakes  and  elsewhere. 

I  have  delayed  acknowledging  the  above  communication  in  the  expectation  that  I  might 
receive  further  information  to  give  on  the  subject.  I  sent  for  the  United  States  consul  on 
receipt  of  your  despatch,  and  assured  him  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  this  government  in 
everv  legal  measure  for  the  suppression  of  conspiracies  here  of  the  above  nature. 

I  have  since  endeavored  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  really  any  parties  in  this  city  leagued 
together  for  such  nefarious  purposes  as  the  consul  has  suggested,  and  I  have  hitherto  miled 
to  discover  any  adequate  grounds  for  such  a  supposition. 

You  may,  however,  rely  on  my  willing  co-operation  to  discourage,  and,  so  far  as  the  law 
will  permit,  to  prevent  this  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  being  made  a  rallying  place  for 
persons  whose  attempts  are  probably  designed  to  place  in  jeopardy  the  friendly  relations 
which  at  present  happily  exist  between  her  Majesty's  government  and  that  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have,  SLC,f 

B.  G.  MacDONNELL, 

Lieutenant  Governor, 
J,  H.  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  ifc,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Burrdey  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  "With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  and  to  your 
replies  of  the  14th  and  16th  of  the  same  month,  relative  to  a  shipment  of  cotton 
from  Memphis,  belonging  to  a  British  subject,  Captain  Scanlan,  I  would  beg 
to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  further  letter  and  enclosure  which  I  have  received  from 
this  gentleman,  requesting  you  to  take  it  into  consideration. 

Captain  Scanlan's  statement  is  written  very  fairly  and  courteously,  and  I 
hope  that  as  other  parties  have  been  allowed  apparently  to  ship  their  entire  crop 
to  New  York,  the  same  favor  may  be  extended  to  the  present  applicant. 

I  beg  to  enclose  copies  of  contract  with  freedmen  through  the  United  States 
superintendent  at  Memphis,  requesting  you  to  return  them  to  me. 

I  have  the  'honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  4^. 


Mr,  Scanlan  to  Mr,  BurnUy, 

Willards*  Hotel, 
Washington,  D,  C,  February  3,  1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  application  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  28th  of  October,  1864,  I 
heg  respectfully  to  submit  that  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
baa  been  complied  with,  only  in  permitting  me  to  ship  my  crop  of  cotton  to  Memphis,  to 
await  further  action,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  permit  of  Mr.  Orme,  which  I  have  shown  you 
tlteady,  and  a  copy  of  which  1  enclose. 

He  construes  the  Secretary's  letter  as  only  waiving  the  clause  in  the  affidavit  heretofore 
referred  to,  but  still  not  panting  what  I  asked,  and  what  he  favorably  recommended  in  his 
Wtter  of  October  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  permitted  me  to  ship  24  bales  of 
this  cotton  to  New  York,  but  refused  to  permit  the  balance,  until  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury gives  a  more  categorical  answer  to  my  application  of  last  October,  he  being  of  opinion 
that  ihe  Secretary  would  require  that  the  lands  should  be  also  leased  from  the  government. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  intended  in  his  letter  ot  the  J 4th  of 
Kovcmher  that  I  should  be  permitted  to  ship  this  cotton  to  market. 

As  stated  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Lyons,  my  plantation  is  eighteen  miles  below  Memphis,  on 
5  D  C*  T 
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.the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  riyer,  and  under  coyer  of  the  guns  of  the  United  States  nary. 
Were  it  not  regarded  bj  tne  military  authorities  as  inside  their  lines,  they  would  not  permit  me 
to  take  contrabands  or  freedmen  from  Memphis  to  said  plantation. 

I  have  been  highly  recommended  by  the  military  commanders  of  that  department,  and  my 
case  has  been  favorably  referred  to  the  supervising  agent,  Mr.  Orme,  who  had  before  him 
the  proofs  that  this  cotton  was  raised  by  freedmen's  labor,  and  that  every  action  of  mine  in 
the  premises  was  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  treasury  and  in  earnest 
furtherance  of  the  policy  of  the  government  as  set  forth  in  the  emancipation  proclamation  of 
his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  I  therefore  ask  that  I  oe  permitted  to 
ship  this  cotton  to  Ne^v  York,  without  further  hindrance  or  embarrassment,  as  tne  delay  al- 
le&dy  incuiTed  has  materially  lessened  its  value. 

Some  neighboring  planters  who  did  not  even  hire  their  labor  from  the  superintendent  of 
freedmen  have  been  permitted  to  ship  their  entire  crop  to  New  York,  and  I  am,  therefore, 
satisfied  that  when  this  is  made  known  to  the  heads  of  departments  here,'  they  will  exhibit 
in  this  case  their  usual  fairness  and  magnanimity,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  give  them 
further  trouble. 

I  respectfully  request  the  favor  of  an  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience,  directed  to  the 
care  of  Messrs.  Walker  &  Scanlan,  224  F  street. 

With  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness,  I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

W.  E.  SCANLAJJ. 

P.  S. — I  beg  to  enclose  copies  of  contracts  with  freedmen  through  the  United  States  super- 
iniendent  at  Memphis. 
Bespectful.y, 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 


[Enclosure.] 

Treasury  Department,  Second  Agency, 

Memphis,  Tennesgecy  Duember  29,  1864. 
W.  E.  Scanlan,  a  British  subject,  is  hereby  permitted  to  remove  his  crop  of  cotton,  pro- 
duced during  the  year  1864,  from  Scanlan 's  landing,  eighteen  miles  below  Memphis,  to 
Memphis  to  be  stored,  and  reported  at  this  office  for  further  action. 

This  is  a  case  in  which  1  am  acting  on  special  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  I  recommend  the  military  authorities  to  give  such  passes  as  may  be  necessary 
in  the  case. 

W.  W.  ORME, 
Supervising  Special  Agent. 


[Enclosure.] 

This  contract,  made  this  12th  day  of  March,  1864,  between  Captain  W.  E.  Scanlan, 
employer,  and  George  Hall,  Henry  Cole,  .Ajiderson  Manney,  Paul  McMillar,  Greenville 
McMillar,  Peter  White,  Jim  Rogers,  Bill  Sykes,  Arch.  Gerring,  William  Noval,  Ephraim 
Dennings,  George  Washington,  freed  laborers,  witnesseth,  that  said  W.  E.  Scanlan  agrees 
to  employ  said  laborers  on  his  plantation  from  the  12th  day  of  March,  1864,  to  the  12th  day 
of  March,  1865,  on  the  terms  specified  in  the  code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  leasing  aban- 
doned property  and  hiring  freedmen ;  and  the  said  laborers  agree  to  be  diligent  and  faithful 
hands  while  in  his  employ,  it  being  understood  and  agreed  that  this  contract  is  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  said  code  by  which  all  parties  hereto  agree  to  be  governed. 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 

GEORGE  HALL. 

HENRY  COLE. 

ANDERSON  MANNEY. 

PAUL  McMILLAR. 

GREENVILLE  McMILLAR. 

JIM  ROGERS. 

PETER  WHITE. 

GEORGE  WASlilNGTON. 

BILL  SYKES. 

ARCH.  GERRING. 

WILLIAM  NOVAL. 

EPHRAIM  DENNINGS. 
In  the  presence  of— 

R.  D.  Bud. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  67 


[Enclosure.] 

This  contract,  made  this  8th  day  of  March,  1864,  between  W.  E.  Scanlan,  employer,  and 
Marpuret  Ingram,  Charley  Grear,  Anna  Oibbs  and  children,  Clara  Gibbs,  Mira  Gibbs, 
Bachel  Gibbs,  Susan  Banks  and  child,  Jane  Hicks,  Milly  Tucker,  Amanda  Taylor,  Ned 
Nonris,  Frances  Julligan  and  child,  Nancy  Johnson  and  cnild,  Abby  Nance,  Laura  Hodge, 
Coledona  Malone,  Catharine  Malone,  Emma  Holmes,  Elijah  Potts,  freed  laborers,  witnessetbf 
tiiat  said  W.  £.  Scanlan  agrees  to  employ  said  laborers  on  his  plantation  from  the  8th  day  o, 

March,  1864,  to  the day  of ,  1864,  on  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  code  of  rules 

and  regulations  for  leasing  abandoned  property  and  hiring  freedmen ;  and  the  said  laborers 
agree  to  be  diligent  and  faithful  hands  while  in  his  employ,  it  being  understood  and  agpreed 
that  this  contract  is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  said  code  by  which  all  parties  hereto  agree 
to  be  goTemed. 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 

SUSAN  BANES  and  child. 

MILLY  TUCKER. 

JANE  HICKS. 

MARGARET  INGRAHAM. 

CHARLEY  GREAR. 

ANNA  GIBBS  and  cbildien, 

LAURA  GIBBS. 

MARIA  GIBBS. 

RACHEL  GIBBS. 

AMANDA  TAYLOR. 

HENRY  TAYLOR,  Maryland. 

NED  N0RRI8. 

COLEDONA  MALONE. 

FRANCES  JULLIGAN  and  child. 

ABBY  NANCE. 

LAURA  HODGE. 

CATHARINE  MALONE. 

EMMA  HOLMES. 

ELIJAH  POTTS. 

JOHN  LEWIS  MALONE,  Junistown,  Tenn. 

NANCY  JOHNSON  and  chUd. 

TILDA  JOHNSON. 

HENRY  NANCE. 

Roily  Spring,  near  Huntsyille,  Alabama. 
In  presence  of— 

Joun  PuiIJJPS,  Luutenant  Colonel, 

Acting  SupH  Freedmen,  West  Tennessee. 

NOYEMBER,  1864. 

permission  is  giyen  to  conye^  and  land  the  within  named  employ^  as  per  the  permits 
and  documents  accompanying  this. 

J.  N.  SIMONDS, 
Inspector  of  Customs  and  Clearance  Office  for  the  Port  of  Memphis, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  7,  1865. 

Sift :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  24th 
nhinio,  relative  to  cotton  claimed  by. British  eubjects  and  seized  by  the  military 
anthorities  at  Savannah. 

In  that  note  yon  do  me  the  honor  to  observe  that  there  exists  no  sufficient 
R«flOQ  for  departing,  in  this  instance,  from  the  coarse  which  this  government 
pniBoes  in  securing  property  in  the  insurrectionary  districts  and  ascertaining 
•od  liquidating  any  daims  of  lawful  owners  thereupon  by  judicial  investigation, 
>i^  I  doubt  not  that  such  is  the  full  intention  of  the  United  States  eovemment. 

At  the  same  time,  in  view  of  what  Mr.  Greene  observes  in  his  letter  of  the 
19A  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  I  took  occasion  to  lay  before  you  in  my  note  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  it  would  appear  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  rightfu   j 
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owners  to  show  their  right  and  title  to  the  property  if,  as  this  gentleman  states* 
the  military  authorities  of  Savannah  decline  to  give  any  receipt  or  record  of  the 
property  they  take  away.  • 

Ihe  good  intentions  of  the  American  government  would  thus  be  rendered 
nugatory,  unless,  indeed,  orders  have  been  already  given  that  a  different  course 
shall  be  adopted,  and  the  owners  be  debarred  by  acts  over  which  they  had  no 
control  of  bringing  forward  any  claims  which  should  allow  this  government  the 
opportunity  of  fairly  investigating  them  by  judicial  means.  This,  it  appears  to 
me,  can  only  add  to  the  perplexity  of  the  question  and  lay  the  good  faith  of 
this  government  open  to  criticism. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  relative  to  the  hostile 
designs  of  certain  persons  in  Canada  on  the  towns  of  Burlington,  in  Vermont, 
and  Whitehall,  in  New  York,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  I  have  received  in  reply  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of 
Canada.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc,,  ^. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  BumUg. 

Quebec,  January  31,  1865. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  January  25,  en- 
closing a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  ^tate  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  desigtls  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  lurking  in  Canada  of  making  a  formidable  incursion  on  the 
town  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  Wnitehall,  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  my  assurance  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Canada  will  use  every  exertion  to  detect  and  defeat  such  plans. 
I  have,  &Cf 

MONCK. 
J.  H.  Burnley,  Esq.,  8fc,,  S^.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  February  7,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yesterday  from  M 
M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Halifax,  in  regard  to  a 
projected  raid  from  Canada  into  the  United  States.    I  will  thank  you  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  authorities  of  that  province  to  the  suhject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
senrant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARI>. 
J.  Hume  Bub.nley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^r.,  ^r. 
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Mr,  Jaek$ou  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  United  States  Telegraph, 

IVtir  Department. 
The  following  teleg^ram  received  at  WasbiDgton,  12m.,  February  7,  1865,  from  Halifax, 
Febraary  6,  1865: 

Hon.  William  H  Seward  : 

Another  raid  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  is  in  contemplation ;  fiill  particulars  and 
instructions  respecting  which  are  given  in  several  letters  addressed  to  N.  B.  Davis,  at  Mon- 
treal and  Toronto. 

M.  M.  JACKSON,  United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  8,  1865. 
SiB :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant, 
relative  to  the  extradition  of  Bennet  G.  burley. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Buenley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  8,  1865. 

BiR :  I  have  received  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
together  with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  a  copy  gf  the  letter  of  Mr.  Charles 
Green,  of  Savannah.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  require  any  modification  of  the 
views  I  have  hitherto  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  concerning  the 
property  captured  at  that  place. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  oflScers  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  required  to 
give  vouchers  to  claimants,  or  to  permit  them  to  brand  or  mark,  or  in  any  way 
to  interfere  with  the  captured  property.  This  would  be  to  make  documentary 
or  other  evidence  after  the  capture,  in  support  of  claims  which  are  alleged  to 
have  existed  before  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Buenley,  Esq.,  ^c,  4^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  31st  ultimo,  enclosing  copy  of  a  de- 
spatch of  the  2lBt  ultimo,  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  rela- 
tive to  your  requisition  for  the  extradition  of  some  of  the  St.  Albans'  raiders, 
SQPposed  to  be  lurking  in  that  province,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
I  nave  since  then  received  a  further  despati^h  from  his  excellency,  in  which  he 
states  that  he  was  going  to  issue  the  warrant  in  question  as  soon  as  he  hi 
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been  able  to  commnnicate  with  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown  in  that  province 
as  to  the  form  in  which  that  document  should  be  framed;  the  departure  from 
the  practice  hitherto  adopted  renderiug  'the  form  of  warrant  which  has  been 
used  on  previous  occasions  of  a  similar  character  inapplicable. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  the  highest  legal  authority  of  the  colony,  the 
lieutenant  governor  is  not  strictly  justified  in  issuing  the  warrant  in  question, 
without  being  furnished  with  some  evidence  of  the  guilt  of  the  accused  parties, 
and  of  the  fact  that  they  are  now  in  that  province,  and  Mr.  Gordon  would  have 
been  glad  if  such  information  could  have  been  furnished  him,  in  order  that  bia 
action  in  the  matter  should  be  rightly  understood. 

His  excellency  trusts  that,  at  cdl  events,  if  you  have  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
parties  accused  are  now  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  direct  the  United  States  consul  at  St.  John  to  furnish  him  with  such 
information  as  will  enable  him  to  secure  their  apprehension,  as  his  own  ibquiries* 
through  the  police,  have  been  wholly  unsuccessful. 

It  would  appear  that  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  as  in  cases  of  extradition 
for  miurder  and  forgery,  the  requisition  was  made  by  the  consul  at  St.  John, 
supported  by  evidence,  and  this  requisition  was  rfecited  in  the  commencement 
of  the  governor*s  warrant;  and,  indeed,  on  one  occasion,  in  1856,  Mr.  Gordon's 
predecessor  re^ed  to  issue  his  warrant  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  requisitions. 

His  excellency  trusts,  therefore,  that  in  acting  as  he  is  about  to  do,  you  will 
perceive  that  he  is  giving  ample  proof  of  his  desire  to  render  every  possible  sat- 
isfaction  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.        , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  odedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^r.,  Sfv.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Wcukington,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  tave  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday,  addressed, 
by  command  of  Major  General  Dix,  by  Major  Charles  0.  Joline  to  Major  Gen- 
eral J.  0.  Robinson,  commanding  northern  division  of  New  York,  in  regard  to 
an  organization  reported  to  be  progressing  at  or  near  Cape  Vincent,  with  a  view 
to  a  marauding  expedition  into  Canadian  territory,  as  an  act  of  retaliation  for 
that  upon  St.  Albans. 

I  will  thank  you  to  advise  the  Canadian  authorities  of  that  project,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney  General  have  been  apprised  of 
the  facts,  and  requested  to  instruct  the  officers  of  the  United  States  subject  to 
their  orders  to  take  measures  to  prevent  any  such  movement 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant  * 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc ,  S^„  Sfc, 


Major  Joline  to  Major  General  Robinaon, 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  East, 

New  York  City,  February  7,  1865. 
General:  The  commanding  general  has  information  that  a  man  named  Briggs  baa 
been  for  some  time  past,  and  is  now,  eng^ed  In  orgfanizing  a  bod^  of  men  at  or  near  Cape 
Vincent  with  the  avowed  object  of  making  a  raid  upon  Kingston,  in  retaliation  for  that  upon 
St.  Albans. 
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^  The  commanding  general  directs  that  jon  make  immediate  investi^tion  as  to  this  allege 
tion,  and  that  jour  utmost  efforts  be  used  to  prevent  the  outrage,  if  me  same  appears  to  be 
contemplated. 

Bj  command  of  Major  General  Diz : 

CHARLES  O.  JOLINE,  Major  and  A,  D,  C. 
UajoT  Genera]  J.  C.  Robinson, 

Commumdiuf  Northern  District  of  New  York,  Albany, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yester- 
day's date,  and  of  its  enclosure,  relative  to  an  organization  reported  to  be  in 
progress  at  or  near  Cape  Vincent,  with  a  view  to  a  marauding  expedition  into 
Canadian  territory. 

I  beg  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  this  friendly  communication,  and  to  state 
tbat  I  have  this  day  forwarded  copies  of  the  same  to  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  ohedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc^  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingfanf  February  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7th 
instant  relative  to  British  claims  to  portions  of  the  cotton  found -at  Savannah. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washtiq^tan,  February  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  3 let  ultimo,  presenting  to  me  the  views  of  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  Nova  Scotia  in  regard  to  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  to  obtain  the 
extradition  of  fugitives  in  that  province,  under  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington  and  the  act  of  Parliament  for  giving  it  effect  This  communica- 
tion will  receive  mature  deliberation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoTir  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ijfc.,  Sfc.,  ijfc.  r^  T 
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Mr*  Seward  to  Mr,  Burfdey, 

Dbpartment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  ■  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is  considered  desirable  that  the 
labors  of  the  fishery  commission,  organized  under  the  Ist  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  5th  of  June,  1854,  be  brought  to  a  dose  at  as  early  a  season  as  may  be 
convenient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Bubnley,  Esq.,  ifc.y  Sfc„  8fc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February, 11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2d 
instant,  together  with  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  and  beg  that  you  will  convey  to  him  my  thanks  for  the  in- 
formation contained  therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^r.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward' to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  Information,  which  is  ftilly  credited,  has  been  received  at  this  depart- 
ment that  the  steamer  Ajax,  which  recently  sailed  from  Kingston,  Ireland,  has 
gone  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  as  a  war  vessel ;  that,  although  she  was 
not  armed,  she  had  one  hundred  hammocks  ready  to  be  put  up ;  that  her  arma- 
ment has  gone  or  will  go  in  some  sailing  vessel  to  meet  her  at  some  concerted 
point,  to  be  there  transferred  to  her.  In  order  the  more  effectually  to  screen  her 
piratical  designs,  it  Ib  understood  that  she  will  visit  Nassau  before  taking  on 
board  her  armament. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  expediency 
of  your  putting  her  Majesty's  authorities  at  Halifax,  Bermuda,  and  Nassau  on 
their  guard  to  prevent  the  armament  within  their  jurisdiction  of  this  vessel  for 
purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 


J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc,  Sfc. 


• 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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'Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Departmrnt  op  State, 

Waihington,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7th  in' 
Btant,  and  of  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  governor  general  o^ 
Canada,  who  states  therein,  with  reference  to  the  contemplated  raid  by  the  iu~ 
Borgenta  in  Canada  npon  the  towns  of  Burlington,  in  Vermont,  and  Whitehall 
New  York,  that  the  government  of  Canada  will  use  every  exertion  to  defeat  its 
successful  issue ;  and  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  the  governor  general  an  ex- 
pression of  my  high  appreciation  of  his  disposition  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
the  raid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuAiB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bundey, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtout  February  14,  1865. 
PiR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Slst 
ultimo,  and  of  the  accompanying  papers,  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in 
relation  to  the  two  vessels  building  at  Montreal  for  the  service  of  the  insurgents, 
and  I  beg  you  will  convey  to  him  my  thanks  for  his  prompt  attention  to  the 
matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^ ,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bundey. 

Department  of  State, 

Waskingtout  February  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, and  of  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Nova  Scotia,  in  regard  to  co-operation  with  the  officials  of  this  government 
in  preventing  the  successful  issue  of  the  insurgent  scheme  in  that  province  to 
destroy  United  States  ships,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  the  lieutenant 
governor  an  expression  of  my  high  appreciation  of  his  friendly  disposition  toward 
the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


[Communicated  bj  British  legation.] 
Earl  RuMsell  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Ho.  53.]  Foreign  Office,  Februarff  15, 1865. 

8ir  :  Mr.  Adams  came  yesterday,  bv  appointment,  to  the  Foreign  Office. 

I  told  Mr.  Adams  that  the  cabinet  had  taken  into  consideration  the  complaints  which  he 
W  made  from  time  to  time,  by  order  of  his  govemment,  of  the  confederate  hostilities  in  the 
likes  of  Canada,  of  the  raid  at  St.  Albans,  and  of  the  vessels  built  or  fitted  out  in  British 
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porta  which  were  afterwards  fonnd  converted  into  ships-of-war,  cmising  aeiunst  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  That  the  orders  sent  to  the  ^vemor  of  Canada  by  her  Majesty's 
ffovemment,  and  the  proceedings  not  only  of  the  governor  general,  but  of  the  legislature 
in  Canada,  would,  I  trusted,  convince  the  United  States  government  that  everything  had 
been  done,  or  would  be  done,  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  hostilities  against  the  United 
States  from  Canadian  territory  or  on  Canadian  waters. 

With  respect  to  the  ships  built,  bought,  or  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  question  was  more  difficult.  We  had  tried  prosecution,  and  had  to  a  great  extent  pre- 
vented the  eauipment  of  warlike  vessels  irf  her  Majesty's  ports  and  rivers,  to  be  afterwards 
used  as  confederate  vessels-of-war ;  bi4  this  success  only  rendered  the  confederate  agents 
more  cautious  in  carrying  out  their  designs.  Supposina  a  merchant  ship  to  be  bought  and 
sent  out  ostensibly  to  Bombay,  another  vessel  laden  with  cannon  and  warlike  equipments, 
with  a  larfi^e  ship's  company,  should  be  nominally  bound  to  Mexico,  and  that  these  two  ves- 
sels should  meet,  say  at  the  Cape  Verde  islands,  and  one  of  these  vessels  to  be  there  con- 
verted into  a  confederate  cruiser,  with  a  confederate  captain  and  a  confederate  crew :  how 
was  such  a  transaction  to  be  prevented  7  Would  not  the  plans  of  the  confederate  agents  and 
of  their  friends  in  the  country  be  kept  bo  secret  that  no  law  existing,  or  to  be  mt^e,  could 
reach  them  7 

I  said  that,  struck  by  the  difficulties,  her  Majesty's  government  had  determined  to  ad- 
dress the  confederate  commissioners  at  Paris  t  and  I  then  proceeded  to  read  to  Mr.  Adams 
the  letter  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy.  But  I  said  there  was  always  great  difficulty  in  com- 
municating with  the  confederate  authorities  at  Richmond,  and  it  had  occurred  to  the  cabinet 
that,  as  the  government  at  Washington  must  have  opportunities  of  communicating  with  the 
confederates  on  questions  which  always  arise  in  the  course  of  protracted  hostilities,  I  might 
fairly  ask  Mr.  Seward,  through  the  organ  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  convey  my  letter  safely  to  the 
conroderate  authorities. 

Mr.  Adams  raised  the  difficulties  that  the  confederates  might  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the 
letter;  but,  as  I  told  him  that  the  original  had  been  sent  the  day  before  to  Lord  Cowley, 
to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Adams  acknowledged  that  difficulty  to  be  removed. 

I  said  that  either  the  confederates  would  accept  our  conditions,  or  they  would  refuse  cdln- 
pliance,  and  in  the  last  case  it  would  be  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  consider  what  was 
next  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  either  case  he  thoug:ht  advanta^  would  accrue  to  the  United 
States ;  but  he  feared  that  the  facility  with  which  the  confederates  had  obtained  ships  for 
hostile  purposes  in  a  neutral  country  would  furnish  very  dangerous  precedents  to  belligerents 
in  any  fdture  war. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSBLL. 

J.  Hume  Burklet,  frc,  ^c,  8fe, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  15,  1865. 
'  Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  tbe  25th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  extradi- 
tion of  Braine  and  others,  charged  with  the  commission  of  piracy  and  murder 
on  the  American  steamer  Chesapeake,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  copy  of  a  despatch 
and  enclosures  which  I  have  received  on  this  subject  from,  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  New  Brunswick,  to  whom  the  requisition  for  the  extradition  of  the 
offenders  was  adcTressed,  stating  that  no  efforts  will  be  spared  on  his  excellency's 
part  to  secure  their  immediate  arrest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^^  ^. 


Mr.  Gordon  to  Mr.  Bumleg. 

Frederictok,  N.  B.,  F^rmmry  7, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  of  the  37th  ultimo. 
I  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  thank  Mr.  Seward,  in  my  behalf,  for  the  com- 
munication of  the  information  which  has  reached  him  as  to  the  presence  in  this  province  of 
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some  of  the  parties  implicated  in  the  seizure  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake,  and  that  70Q  will 
inform  him  that  no  efforts  will  he  spared  on  my  part  to  secore  their  immediate  arrest. 

I  haTe'no  donbt  that  the  high  sheriff  of  St.  John  has  already,  on  the  receipt  of  the  infor- 
mation given  him  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  taken  steps  to  insure  their  capture ; 
but  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  room  on  his  part  for  any  misapprehension  of  his  duty,  I 
have  caused  the  letter  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy  to  be  addressed  to  him.  I  have  also  directed 
a  circular,  of  which  a  copy  is  likewise  enclosed,  to  be  issued  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  different 
ooontiea. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  the  amount  and  importance  of  the  business  in  which  Mr.  Seward 
is  engaged  should  have  caused  him  to  evince  some  forgetfulness  of  the  details  connected 
with  a  case  which  has  now  for  many  months  ceased  to  occupy  public  attention ;  but,  al- 
though the  facts  are  for  the  most  part  recorded  in  my  various  communications  addressed  at 
the  time  to  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  it  may  be  convenient  that  I  should  put 
yon,  at  all  events,  in  fall  possession  of  them  by  a  brief  recapitulation.  Tou  will  then  per- 
ceive that  the  warrant  issued  bv  Judge  Parker,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Seward,  does  not  in  any 
way  relate  to  the  extradition  of  the  parties,  and  was  not  issued  under  the  authority  of  my 
warrant  of  the  24th  of  December,  1863,  or  in  consequence  of  the  requisition  of  the  United 
States  iii'ovemment  for  the  surrender  of  the  parties. 

Previously  to  the  discharge  of  the  prisoners  by  Mr.  Justice  Ritchie,  I  had  carefully  con- 
sidered the  course  which,  in  such  an  event,  it  would  be  advisable  for  me  to  pursue.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  if  it  were  decided  by  the  judg^  that  the  accused  parties  would,  if  guilty  of 
the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  be  amenable  to  the  courts  of  this  province,  and  not  to  those  of 
die  United  States,  the  government  of  that  country  might  justly  expect  that  they  should  be 
brought  to  trial  in  this  province  upon  the  charges  preferred  against  them.  Accordingly,  on 
Monday  morning,  March  7,  three  days  before  the  delivery  of  Judge  Ritchie's  judgment,  I  ■ 
sent  for  the  attorney  ^neral,  and  directed  him  to  cause  information  to  be  laid  and  warrants 
prepared  which  would  insure  the  re-arrest  of  the  parties,  should  they  be  released  by  the 
judge's  orders.  I  directed  the  preparation  of  two  separate  warrants,  of  which  one  or  other 
was  to  be  used/according  to  the  nature  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  judge  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  prisoners.  Should  they  be  set  ft-ee  on  the  plea  that  their  commissions  in  the 
confMerate  service  rendered  the  acts  committed  by  them  justifiable  as  the  acts  of  belligerents, 
I  directed  that  such  of  them  as  were  British  subjects  should  be  arrested  for  a  breach  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  Should  they  be  discharged  because,  in  the  judge's  opinion,  their 
exti^ition  could  not  properly  be  demanded  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  I  di- 
rected that  the  charge  of  piracy  and  murder  preferred  against  them  should  be  brought  before 
the  admiralty  court  of  this  province.  The  attorney  general  perfectly  understood  these  in- 
structions, as  also  their  object,  which  was  that  matters  might  be  in  sudi  a  state  of  prepara 
tion  that,  in  the  event  of  the  discharge  of  the  prisoners,  a  very  few  minutes  might  suffice 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  form  necessary  to  assure  their  re- arrest.  On  the  following 
day  I  desired  the  provincial  secreta^  to  ascertain  whether  my  orders  had  been  carried  out. 
He  informed  me  tnat  the  necessary  instructions  had  been  forwarded  to  St.  John.  I  there- 
fore assumed,  not  I  think  without  reason,  that  I  had  done  all  that  could  be  reasonably  looked 
for  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  given  ample  proof  that  no  desire  existed  on 
the  part  of  this  government  to  shelter  from  justice  the  parties  implicated  in  this-  transaction. 
Circumstances,  which  I  need  not  now  detail,  unfortunately  prevented  the  due  execution  of 
these  orders :  and  it  was  not  until  the  16th  of  March  that  Mr.  Justice  Parker  issued  the 
warrant,  of  which  I  now  enclose  a  copy,  and  which  you  will  perceive  is  not  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  6  and  7  Vict.,  cap.  76,  but  by  the  judge,  as  a  member  of  the  high 
court  ol  admiralty ;  with  a  view  to  their  being  brought  before  which  court  for  trial,  it  directs 
the  apprehension  of  the  parties.  Immediately  before  my  leaving  this  province  for  England 
in  the  month  of  April,  information  reached  me  that  some  of  the  parties  were  still  in  the 
neighborhood  of  St.  John,  and  I  directed  the  high  sheriff  to  make  every  effort  for  their  cap- 
ture. I  did  not  return  to  New  Brunswick  till  August,  and  I  have  not  since  that  time  re- 
ceived any  further  intelligence  on  the  subject. 
I  have,  dLCt  &<^» 


J.  HuBfE  BuRKLBY,  Esq.,  8fc.,  8fe.,  S^c. 


ARTHUR  H.  GK)RDON. 


Mr.  TUUy  to  the  High  Sheriff. 

Provincial  Secret  art's  Office, 

Frederieton^  N.  B.,  February  7,  1865. 

81R :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  to  inform  you  that  his  ex- 
cellency has  received  intimation,  from  her  Maiesty's  legation  at  Washington,  that  the  consul 
for  the  United  States  of  America  at  St.  John  has  intimated  to  vou  that  some  of  the  persons 
implicated  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake  are  now  in  St.  John. 
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I  am  directed  bj  his  excellency  to  instract  yon,  should  this  be  the  case,  to  spare  no  pains 
to/ecure  execution  of  the  warrant  of  Mr.  Justice  Parker,  of  the  Ist  of  March,  1864,  now  in 
your  hands,  by  the  immediate  apprehension  of  the  parties  referred  to,  and  yon  will  take, 
with  secrecy  and  despatch,  all  the  measures  necessary  to  effect  this  object. 

In  the  event  of  the  capture  of  any  of  the  parties,  yon  will  report  the  fact  at  once  to  his 
excellency  by  telegraph. 
I  have,  &c., 

S.  L.  TILLEY. 
The  High  Sheriff,  8t,  John. 


[Copy  of  circular  to  the  sheriffs  of  counties.] 

Provincial  Secretary's  Office, 

Frederictou,  February  7,  1865. 
Sm :  On  the  18th  of  March,  1864,  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  certain  parties 
named  therein,  on  a  charge  of  piracy  and  murder,  and  si&piea  oy  the  Hon.  Justice  Parker, 
as  a  member  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  was  forwaroed  to  you  by  the  attorney  general. 
Credible  information  has  reached  his  excellency  that  some  of  the  parties  named  in  that 
warrant  are  now  within  the  province,  and  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  its  proner  execution  within  your  jurisdiction  should  you  have  reason  to  believe  that 

any  of  the  inaividuals  referred  to  are  in  the  county  of . 

Should  this  be  the  case,  I  am  directed  to  instruct  you  to  take,  with  despatch  and  secrecy, 
immediate  measures  to  secure  their  arrest,  and,  in  the  event  of  their  capture,  to  report  at 
once  (by  telegraph)  to  his  excellency. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c, 

S.  L.  TILLEY. 
The  High  Sheriff  of ,  ^c,  8fc,,  8fe. 


[Copy  of  warrant.] 

To  James  A,  Harding^  esquire,  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  St.  John,  ths  deputy!^ sheriff 
of  the  dty  and  county,  and  to  all  constables  and  other s,  her  Majesty's  officers  of  the  peace, 
for  the  said  city  and  county  of  St,  John,  whom  these  may  conceim : 

Province  of  New  Brunswick,  Admiralty ,  to  ttit: 

These  are,  in  her  Majesty's  name,  tb  command  you  and  every  of  you,  npon  sight  hereof 
to  take  and  brine  before  me,  the  Hon.  Robert  Parker,  one  of  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the 
supreme  court  of  New  Brunswick  and  one  of  the  commissioners  named  in  the  communication 
Issued  under  the  great  seal  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  pursuant  to 
the  statutes  and  acts  of  the  imperial  Parliament  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  or  some 
other  of  the  commissioners  named  in  the  said  communication,  the  bodies  of  John  C.  Braine, 
David  Collins,  James  McKinney,  Linus  Seelye,  G<»orge  Wade,  W.  C.  Brooks,  Isaac  Tred- 
well,  Henry  Parr,  George  Robinson,  Gilbert  Cox,  Robert  Cox,  Robert  Moore,  George  Moore, 
Henry  Osborne,  and  Vernon  G.  Locke,  (alias  John  Parker, )  of  whom  you  shall  have  no- 
tice, to  answer  all  such  matters  and  things  as  on  her  Majesty's  behalf  are,  on  oath,  objected 
against  them  by  Charles  Johnson,  on  suspicion  of  having  been  guilty  of  the  forcible,  pirati- 
cal, and  felonious  seizing  upon  the  high  seas,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  of 
England  and  of  the  court  appointed  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there 
stealing,  taking,  and  running  away  with,  with  force  and  arms,  from  the  care,  custody,  and 
possession  of  £aac  Willetts,  then  being  the  master  and  commander,  and  by  himself  and  his 
manners  in  lawful  possession  of  the  same,  the  steamer  or  vessel  called  the  Chesapeake ;  and 
on  board  the  said  steamer  or  ve^el  on  the  high. seas,  within  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid,  to 
wit,  about  twenty  miles  east-northeast  from  Cape  Cod,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  one  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  unlawftilly,  feloniously,  and  maliciously  and  cruelly  did  make 
an  assault  on  one  Orin  Schaffar,  second  engineer  of  the  said  steamer  or  vessel,  and  him,  the 
said  Orin  Schaffer,  feloniously,  wilfully,  piratically,  and  of  malice  aforethought,  killing  and 
murdering,  a^inst  the  peace  of  our  lady  the  Queen,  her  crown  and  dignity,  and  to  b^  ex- 
amined touching  and  concerning  the  said  charge,  and  <o  be  fiirther  dealt  with  according  to 
law.    Hereof  fail  not  at  your  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  16th  March,  1864. 

R.  PARKER, 
Judge  of  Supreme  Court,  Commissioner, 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

British  Legation,  February  17,  1865.* 

My  Dear  Sir  :  The  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  telegraphs  this 
morning  that  *'  Linus  Seely,  one  of  the  Chesapeake  captors,  has  been  arrested 
at  St  John." 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washifigton,  February  17,  1865, 

Sir  :  Adverting  to  my  note  of  the  7th  instant,  communicating  to  you  a  copy 
of  a  telegram  from  M.  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  I 
have  the  honor  now  to  enclose,  for  your  information  and  that  of  the  proper  au- 
thorities of  her  Majesty's  government,  a  copy  of  another  telegram  from  the  same 
eource  of  yesterday,  to  the  effect  that  Oswego  will  probably  be  one  of  the  points 
of  attack  by  the  rebel  raiders  from  Canada,  and  that  threats  are  made  against 
Rochester,  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.^  ^.,  Sfv. 


Mr,  Jackson  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Office  U.  S.  Militart  Telegraph,  War  Department. 

The  followinp  telemm  received  at  Washington  5.22  p.  m.,  February  16,  1865,  from  Hall* 
&X,  Nova  8cotis,  February  16,  1865 : 

Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Seward  : 

Am  informed  that  Oswego  will  probably  be  one  of  the  poiats  of  attack  by  rebel  raiders  from 
Caoada,  and  that  threats  are  made  against  Kochester.     Despatches  by  steamer. 

M.  fa.  JACKSON,  U.  S.  Consul. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley > 

Dbpartment  op  State, 

Washington,  February  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  tbe  6tb  instant,  relative  to  the  re- 
moval of  Captain  Scanlan'e  cotton  to  market,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  you  that 
it  is  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  that 
tbe  papers  in  the  case  have  been  referred  to  the  a^ent  at  Memphis  for  a  report 
of  his  action  on  the  subject ;  when  that  is  received,  it  is  remarked  that  such  di- 
rections in  the  premises  as  may  seem  necessary  and  proper  will  be  given. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  BuRNLET,  Esq.,  Sfc,f  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

D^pPABTMBNT  OF  StATE, 

Washington,  February  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  15tli 
instant,  which  is  accompanied  hy  a  copy  of  a  despatch  and  enclosures,  received 
by  you  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  relative  to  the  extra- 
dition of  Braine  and  others,  charged  with  the  commission  of  piracy  and  murder 
on  the  United  States  steamer  Chesapeake.  I  beg  you  to  convey  to  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  the  thanks  of  this  government  for  the  zeal  manifested  by  him 
in  adopting  prompt  measures  for  the  arrest  of  the  above-mentioned  criminals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  4^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  19, 1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  us  in 
regard  to  the  suspicious  steamer  Georgian  or  Georgiana,  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  proper  authorities  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, that  in  a  despatch  of  the  6th  instant,  addressed  to  me  by  D.  Thurston, 
esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Toronto,  it  is  stated  that  the  steamer 
Georgian  has  been  transferred  to  George  Taylor  Denison,  a  major  in  the  militia 
( cavalry)  of  Canada ;  that  he  professes  to  have  paid  thirteen  thousand  dollars 
for  her ;  but  Mr.  Thurston  states  that  no  such  sum  has  ever  been  in  the  major's 
possession,  and  that  he  understands  that  George  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  birth, 
|uid  a  colonel  in  the  insurgent  service,  who  spent  some  months  in  Toronto,  and 
who  avowed  that  he  was  there  as  the  agent  of  the  insurgents,  and  far  a  special 
object,  left  that  city  a  few  days  before  it  was  known  that  the  vessel  had  passed 
into  George  T.  Denison's  hands ;  that  Dawson  has  a  family  connexion  with 
Denison,  and  was  very  intimately  associated  with  him  during  his  residence  in 
that  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  ThuTBton  to  Mr^  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

Uotfed  States  Coksulate, 

Toronto,  February  6,  1865. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  steamer  Geor^an  has  been  transferred  to  George  Taylor  Denison,  of  this  city,  a  major 
in  the  militia  (cavalry^  of  Canada.  Heprofesses  to  have  paid  $13,000  for  her,  bat  no  such 
sum  has  ever  been  in  his  possession.  He  is  the  brother  of  Brigade  M^or  Denison,  of  this 
city,  and  it  was  the  last  named  gentleman  from  whom  I  obtainea  the  information.  I  nnder- 
Btamd  that  Geo.  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  a  rebel  colonel,  who  spent  tome  months 
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in  this  dt^,  and  avowed  that  be  was  here  as  the  agent  of  the  rebel  goyemment,  and  for  a 
special  object,  left  this  city  a  few  days  before  it  was  known  that  the  boat  had  passed  into 
Geo.  T.  Denison's  hands.    He  is  connected  in  some  way,  by  marriage,  with  Geo.  T.  Den- 
ison,  and  was  very  intimately  associated  with  him  during  his  residence  in  this  city. 
».•  •  •  •*'•  •  *^# 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THUESTON,  U.  8.  Consid. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  BurtUey  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  20,  1865. 
My  Dbab  Sir  ;  Agreeably  to  your  wish,  I  have  telegraphed  to  the  lieutenant 

g>venior  of  N^w  Brunswick  relative  to  the  detention  of  Linus  Seely,  of  the 
hesapeake,  but  I  would  suggest  that  the  machinery  of  the  law  on  this  side 
should  be  put  in  motion  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  ^  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  law  on  the  other  side,  as  you  will  have  perceived  by  the  correspondence  com- 
municated to  vou  on  the  subject  of  the  St.  Albans'  raiders,  and  this  same  Chesa- 
peake, that  what  is  law  in  Canada  is  not  law  in  New  Brunswick,  and  that  our  lieu- 
tenant governors  are  powerless  to  do  more  than  what  such  law  prescribes. 
Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

J.  HUME  BURNIJET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  February  23,  1865. 

Srtt :  Her  M^esty's  government  have  considered,  in  communication  with  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me  on  the  14th  December  last,  relative  to  the  apprentices  of  the  Cuzco,  and  the  ' 
determination  come  to  by  the  United  States  government,  not  only  to  refuse 
compensation  in  the  case  of  the  two  apprentices,  but  even  to  refuse  to  deliver 
them  up,  alleging  as  a  ground  for  this  refusal  the  proceedings  of  her  Majesty's 
government  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  ship  Iroquois. 

I  am  now  instructed  to  state  that  her  Majesty's  government  are  unable  to 
follow  the  principle  or  reason  of  the  resolution  thus  taken  by  the  United  States 
government. 

They  consider  that  the  United  States  government  must  have  been  well  aware, 
when  the  former  application  of  Lord  Lyons  concerning  these  deserters  was  met 
by  the  liberal  and  satisfactory  answer  given  to  it,  that  their  delivery  was  not  and 
could  not  be  claimed  by  her  Majesty's  government  as  of  right,  but  could  only 
be  asked  from  the  comity  and  good  will  of  the  United  States  government  It  is 
in  the  power  of  the  naval  officers  of  the  United  States  (as  it  would  be  in  that  of 
her-Majesty's  naval  officers  in  a  like  case)  to  deliver  up  on  tlie  high  seas,  or  in 
any  foreign  port,  under  the  instructions  of  their  government,  deserters  from 
foreign  vessels  who  may  without  lawful  authority  be  found  on  board  one  of  the 
shipsof-war  of  the  United  States.  This  was  all  that  was  asked  from  the  United 
States  government,  and  this  it  was  agreed  should  be  done.  But  when  a  foreign 
deserter  is  on  shore  in  Great  Britain,  (and  her  Majesty's  government  presume 
the  case  would  be  the  same  in  the  tjnited  States,)  the  power  of  her  Majesty's 
naval  officers  and  of  her  Majesty's  government  itself  over  him  is  at  an  end;  he 
can  then  only  be  detained  or  delivered  up  for  some  <^ause  authorized  by  the  law 
'  oi  the  land. 
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The  case  of  the  seamen  of  the  Iroquois  fell  tinder  this  latter  category,  and  the 
"United  States  government  when  they  agreed  to  give  up  the  deserter  from  the 
Cuzco  cannot  well  have  supposed  that  desertion  from  a  foreign  vessel  was  an 
offence  cognizable  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  so  as  to  warrant  the  interference 
of  any  magistrate  in  this  kingdom  with  the  personal  liberty  of  such  a  deserter, 
the  case  being  clearly  not  provided  for  by  the  extradition  treaty  between  the  two 
countries. 

Her  Majesty's  government  instructed,  therefore,  their  representative  at  Wash- 
ington to  ask  for  a  thing  which  the  United  States  government  was  legally  com- 
petent to  grant,  in  a  matter  not  falling  within  the  local  jurisdiction  of  any  conrt 
or  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  request  was  promptly  and  liberally 
acceded  to. 

I  am  directed,  further,  to  state  that  the  application  to  the  magistrate  at  Dover 
was  one  which  he  was  incompetent  bylaw  to  grant ;  that  it  was  made  in  a  matter 
which  could  only  be  dealt  witn  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law,  and  was  refused, 
not  for  any  want  of  comity  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States,  but 
from  mere  legal  necessity. 

It  is  of  course  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  judge  what  course  is 
most  suitable  to  their  dignity  and  honor,  but  her  Majesty's  government,  feeling  what 
their  conduct  would  be  in  similar  circumstances,  expect  that  when  the  difference 
of  the  two  cases  is  explained,  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  consider 
their  decision  to  retract  the  promise  previously  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

•  J.  HUME  BURNLEY, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Spc.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Departmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  for  the  further  information  of  the  proper  authorities  of  her  Majesty's 
government  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  1 3 th  instant,  from  M.  M.  Jackson,  esq^ 
the  United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  respecting  the  proposed  hostile  expeditions 
against  the  United  States  from  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq ,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  ijfc. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr,  Seward, 

CONStJLATE  OP  THE  UNTTED  STATES, 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  February  13,  1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  since  my  telegrams  to  you  I  have  endeavored 
to  procure  farther  information  in  relation  to  the  designs  of  the  rebels,  now  in  Canada,  upon 
our  northern  borders. 

I  have  ascertained  tliat  the  rebels,  now  scattered  through  several  of  the  border  towns  in 
Canada,  designed,  some  time  since,  making  another  raid  trom  Canada  into  the  United  States, 
but  their  operations  have  been  suspended  to  await  the  result  of  the  Judicial  proceedings  in 
the  Canadian  courts  in  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders.  They  aver,  however,  that  the 
result  of  those  proceedings  will  not  defeat  their  plans  ;  and  that,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period,  they  will  attempt  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

I  have  been  informed  that  one  of  the  points  to  be  attacked  is  Oswego,  New  York.  They 
also  make  threats  against  Rochester. 
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The  Iieadqnarters  of  tbese  desperadoes  are  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Kingston,  and  the  other 
towns  Qpon  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Canadian  border. 

I  have  no  doubt  they  will  attempt,  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  to  consummate  their 
plans ;  their  objects  being  both  to  plunder  and  injure  the  people  of  the  loyal  States,  and  to 
create  trouble,  if  possible  a  war,  bBtween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON,  U,  S.  Comul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  23,  1865. 
Mr  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yonr 
letter  of  the  20th  instant,  informing  me  that  you  have  telegraphed  to  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  New  Brunswick  concerning  the  detention  of  Linus  Seely, 
in  accordance  with  my  wish,  and  to  express  my  satisfaction  with  your  pro- 
ceeding. 

With  reference  to  your  suggestion  relative  to  the  propriety  of  taking  meas- 
ures to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  provincial  law,  1  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  business  is  already  being  vigorously  prosecuted. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  4^ 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  February  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  trans- 
mitted to  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you, 
herewith,  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his  excellency,  hegging  me  to  convey  to 
you  his  thauKS  for  the  information  respecting  a  reported  organization  at  Gape 
Vincent,  with  a  view  to  a  marauding  expedition  upon  Canadian  territory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^v.,  ^tc.,  Sfc 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Quebec,  February  18,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  February  9,  with 
copy  of  a  note  firom  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  respecting  a  reported  organi- 
lation,  at  Cape  Vincent,  with  a  view  to  a  marauding  expedition  upon  Canadian  territory. 

I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  my  thanks  for  the  information 
and  for  Use  steps  taken  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  frustrate  the  design. 
I  have,  &«., 

MONCK 
J.  Hume  Burnlet,  Esq.,  4r«.,  8fc..  4rc-  r^  T 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  16th  December  last,  relative  to  a 
requisition  for  the  extradition  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders  on  the  government  of 
New  Brunswick,  I  beg  to  enclose  copy  of  a  despatch  and  of  an  enclosure  from 
the  solicitor  general  of  the  colony,  which  I  would  beg  to  recommend  to  your 
consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Gordon  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Fredericton,  FAmary  18,  1865. 
Sni :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  70a  that  I  have,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  issued  my  warrant  authorizing  the  arrest  of  Samuel 
Eugene  Lackey,  Squire  Turner  Travis,  Charles  Moore  Swager,  (Jeorge  Scott,  Bennett  H. 
Toung,  Caleb  McDowall  Wallace,  James  Alexander  Doty,  Joseph  McGinty,  Samuel  Simp- 
son Gregg,  Dudley  Moore,  Thomas  Bronsden  Collins,  Marcus  Spurr,  Alexander  Pope  Bruce, 
and  William  H.  Hutchinson,  under  the  provisions  of  the  extraaition  treaty. 

I  think  it  right  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the  opinion  with  which  the  solicitor  general, 
by  whom  the  warrant  was  prepared,  has  at  the  same  time  furnished  me. 
I  have,  &c., 

ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,  8fe,,  8fc, 


Solicitor  General  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick, 

Fredericton,  N.  B.,  February  8,  1865. 

May  it  please  your  excellency,  in  obedience  to  your  excellency*s  instructions  I  beg  heitt- 
with  to  enclose  the  drau^t  of  a  warrant  against  the  parties  therein  named,  under  the  imperial 
extradition  act,  6  and  7  Vict.,  cap.  76.  This  warrant  I  have  framed  upon  the  requisition 
of  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  addressed  to  the  British  charg6  d'affaires  at  Washington, 
of  date  December  19,  1864,  a  copy  of  which  your  excellency  submitted  to  me  for  my 
guidance.  I  must,  however,  inform  your  excellency  that  the  requisition  is  defective  in  some 
important  particulars,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  name  or  speciiy  any  person  or  persons  upon 
whom  the  crimes  charged  in  the  requisition,  or  any  of  them,  have  been  committed,  and  also 
omits  to  mention  the  time  of  the  commission  of  any  of  the  said  crimes ;  and,  therefore,  no 
complete  offence  is  charged  upon  which  a  valid  warrant  can  be  based.  For  these  reasons  I 
am  of  opinion  that  no  legal  arrest  of  any  of  the  parties  named,  for  the  causes  alleged,  can 
be  made  upon  the  papers  as  now  submitted  by  the  American  authorities. 

CHARLES  WATTERS. 

Hon.  Arthur  H.  GtORDON,  ^c,  ^c,  8fc, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  with  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  New  Brunswick  on  the  subject  of  the  Chesapeake,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  18th  instant,  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Gordon, 
transmitting  copy  of  a  report,  made  to  his  excellency  by  the  high  sheriflf  of  St. 
John's,  as  to  the  steps  taken  by  him  to  secure  the  apprehension  of  the  captors 
of  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  4t?. 
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Mr,  Oordon  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Fredericton,  February  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  jour  information  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  me  hj 
the  high  sheri£f  of  St.  John's,  as  to  the  steps  taken  by  him  to  secure  the  apprehension  of  the 
captors  of  the  Chesapeake. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  since  the  date  of  the  report  Linns  Seely,  one  of 
the  parties  implicated,  has  been  arrested  at  St.- John's,  and  is  now  awaiting  examination  be- 
fore one  of  the  members  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty. 
I  have,  &Cf  &c., 

A.  H.  GORDON. 
J.  H.  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,  ^c,  8fc, 


High  Sheriff  of  St,  John's  to  Provincial  Secretary, 

Sheriff's  Office,  St,  John%  February  8,  1865. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  7th  instant,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  Submit  to  his  ezcel- 
kiM^  the  lieutenant  governor  the  following,  all  the  information  I  nave  in  reference  to  the 
persons  implicated  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake : 

That  when  first  the  warrant  of  Mr.  Justice  Farker,  of  date  March  16,  1864,  was  put  into 
my  bands,  I  called  upon  the  chief  of  police  of  the  city,  requesting  him  to  direct  his  men  to 
trrest  any  of  the  parties  whose  names  were  in  the  warrant,  which  he  said  he  would  do ;  that 
OQ  Sunday  afternoon,  in  December  last  past,  the  American  consul  in  St.  John's  called  upon 
me,  stating  that  George  Wade,  one  of  the  parties,  had  arrived  in  the  steamer  running  be- 
tween Boston  and  this  city  some  ten  days  previous.  I  immediately  called  on  the  chief  of 
police  informing  him  of  the  fact,  communicated  by  the  consul,  and  requesting  the  assistance- 
of  his  force,  which  he  acceded  to,  and  directed  the  house  of  his.  Wade's  wife,  to  be  watched ; 
and  I  personally  went  to  Loch  Lomond,  in  this  county,  where  his  father  resides,  and  caused 
a  watcn  to  be  pat  on  it  and  the  neighborhood. 

Shortly  after  I  heard  of  his  being  in  the  cars  on  his  way  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  to  ship 
as  a  sailor  there.  The  two  Cozes  were  reported  at  the  same  time  to  be  making  shingles  in 
the  woods  near  the  road  leading  to  St.  Andrew's,  for  the  arrest  of  whom  I  engaged  the  most 
likely  persons  I  knew  of,  but  without  success,  and  could  not  gain  even  certain  information 
of  their  being  there,  as  they  are  difficult  of  identification,  being  but  little  known  here ;  and  I 
b^  to  assure  his  excellency  that  no  pains  shall  be  spared  to  anest  the  parties  should  they  be 
within  this  county. 

IhaTe,  &.C.J  &c. 

J.  A.  HARDING. 

Honorable  S.  L.  TilXEY. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  now^  to  reply  to  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  me 
on  the  10th  of  January  last  concerning  the  case  of  the  late  James  Hardcastle. 

My  communication  of  the  5th  of  November  last  was  intended  to  be  understood 
w  expressing  a  final  conviction  of  this  government,  that  it  could  not  justly  be 
called  upon  to  oflFer  remuneration  for  the  homicide  of  which  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment complained.  Nevertheless,  I  have  no  disposition  to  regard  with  impa- 
tience the  renewal  of  a  question  of  so  interesting  a  character  by  her  Majesty's 
goremment.  Earl  Russell  has  so  far  concurred  with  this  government  in  the 
matter  as  to  conclude  that  no  advantage  would  result  from  recapitulating  the 
former  argument,  to  which  my  last  communication  was  intended  to  be  a  full  re- 
ply. Nevertheless,  Earl  Russell  adheres  to  his  first  positions,  and  instructs  you 
to  support  them  by  new  arguments  foreign  from  the  record. 

Those  ar^ments  are  drawn  from  a  late  publication  of  the  United  States  Sani- 
tary Commission  in  regard  to  rebel  treatment  of  United  States  prisoners  of  war 
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Upon  BtatementB  made  in  that  publication  her  Majesty's  government  reason 
that,  in  this  matter  of  Hardcastlei  the  government  of  the  United  States  justifies 
the  shooting  of  prisoners  by  its  authorities  in  a  case  identical  with  one  in 
which  they  condemn  the  like /practice  on  the  part  of  the  rebels^ 

I  have  to  remark  upon  that  point  that  the  pamphlet  of  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission,  although  I  acknowledge  it  is  a  very  important  and  useful 
publication,  is,  nevertheless,  one  which  was  made,  not  by  this  government,  or 
by  its  authority  or  sanction,  but  by  enlightened  and  patriotic  citizens,  acting 
privately  and  independently  of  executive  authority. 

Her  Majesty^s  government  find  in  that  paper  a  statement  made  by  Major 
General  Meigs,  the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  United  States,  to  the  effect  that 
he  has  never  heard,  and  does  not  believe,  that  orders  exist  in  our  service  for 
shooting  prisoners  who  appear  at  the  windows  of  the  prisons,  and  a  further 
statement  that  such  a  regulation  does  not  exist  at  Fort  Delaware. 

Major  General  Meigs  is  admitted  to  be  very  high  authority  in  the  United 
States.  But  he  has  no  charge  of  the  discipline  of  prisoners  in  the  army,  and 
very  good  reason-  can  be  seen  why  a  less  rigorous  discipline  might  be  adopted  in 
the  prison  of  Fort  Delaware,  far  removed  from  the  theatre  of  war  and  politics, 
than  was  actually  found  necessary  in  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  which  is  located 
at  the  seat  of  government,  infested  with  spies  and  continually  menaced  by  in- 
surgent armies. 

Her  Majesty's  government  persist  in  regarding  the  offence  of  James  Hard- 
castle  against  the  discipline  of  the  prison  as  having  been  one  of  inadvertence 
and  unconsciousness.  This  government,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  offence  was  contumacious. 

Her  Majesty's  government  regard  Hardcastle  as  a  peaceful,  innocent  Strang^. 
On  the  contrary,  the  settled  conviction  of  this  government  is  that  he  was  an  enemy 
of  the  United  States.  These  remarks  seem  sufficient  to  show  that  the  United 
States  are  justified  in  adhering  to  the  views  concerning  the  case  of  James  Hard- 
castle which  they  have  heretofore  expressed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMR  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  'to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  8th 
instant,  requesting,  with  reference  to  the  extradition  of  the  St.  Albans  felons 
supposed  to  be  lurking  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  that  the  United  States 
consul  at  St.  John's  may  furnish  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  with 
such  information  as  will  enable  him  to  secure  their  apprehension,  and  to  inform 
you  that  the  suggestions  of  the  lieutenant  governor  having  been  adopted,  the 
United  States  consul  at  St.  John's  has  been  instructed  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  4^.,  ^c. 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seicard, 

Washington,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note 
which  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  to  yon  on  the  23d  ultimo,  relative 
to  the  cotton  owned  by  British  subjects  at  Savannah,  and  it  seems  proper  at  the 
present  juncture  that  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government  should  be  made 
perfectly  clear  to  the  United  States  government  on  this  important  question;  a 
question  which  may  engage  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  representative  here  as 
southern  towns  successively  fall  into'  the  hands  of  the  Union  forces. 

Her  Majesty's  government  observe  in  the  outset  that  it  is  an  uucontroverted 
proposition  of  international  law  that  if  a  neutral  subject  has  a  just  title  to  prop- 
erty found  by  a  belligerent  in  a  town  which  he  has  obtained  by  conquest  from 
the  enemy,  such  property  is  not  liable  to  confiscation,  and  that  this  principle  is 
simple  and  intelligible.  War  gives  the  belligerent  a  perfect  right  to  capture  the 
goods  of  his  enemy,  but  none  to  capture  the  goods  of  his  friend.  That  the  prin- 
ciple does  not  depend  upon  the  element  on  which  the  goods  of  the  neutral  happen 
to  be  in  company  with  the  goods  of  the  enemy. 

That  the  obligation  to  restore  to  the  neutral  owner  his  goods  is  equally  bind- 
ing upon  the  belligerent,  whether  he  captures  them  in  the  ship  or  in  the  town 
of  his  enemy.     Such  are  the  general  principles  of  law  applicaDle  to  the  case. 

It  is  for  the  claimants  to  give  clear  proof  that  the  goods  in  question  are  bona 
fide  the  property  of  the  neutral,  and  that  the  neutral  has  not  so  conducted  him- 
self daring  the  war  as  to  have  impressed  upon  himself  the  character  of  an  enemy. 
In  cases  of  real  doubt  and  uncertainty,  the  belligerent  would  be  justified  in  sub- 
mitting ithe  question  of  property  to  the  investigation  of  the  proper  authority  at 
home;  but  it  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government,  a  great  hard- 
ship imposed  on  the  neutral  owner  to  send  the  cotton  from  Savannah  to  New 
York  for  this  purpose,  and  the  act'  would  be  an  unfriendly  one  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  Executive,  unless  there  were  a  real  and  well-founded  appre- 
hension that  the  cotton  might  be  subject  to  recapture  by  the  enemy  at  Savannah 
while  the  question  as  to  its  ownership  was  pendmg  and  undecided ;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  be  really  no  doubt  that  these  bales  of  cotton  do  belong  to  a 
neutral  owner,  and  that  they  can  be  distinguishable  on  the  spot  by  ordinary  meas- 
ures, the  arbitrary  transfer  of  the  cotton  to  New  York  would  be  a  subject  of 
legitimate  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  neutral  owner. 

In  the  note  which  I  had  tne  honor  ta>address  to  you  on  the  7th  instant,  I  then 
took  occasion  to  remark  that  the  action  of  the  military  authorities  at  Savannah 
was  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  owners,  and  that  I  did  not  clearly  see  how 
such  owners  were  to  make  out  their  case,  even  before  a  proper  court,  if  hindrances 
were  placed  in  their  way  towards  registering  those  claims. 

I  must,  therefore,  pending  further  instructions  from  her  Majesty's  government, 
and  information  as  to  the  actual  transfer  of  cotton  to  New  York,  protest  as. di- 
rected against  any  compulsory  sale  of  that  which  is  claimed  by  British  owners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
hnmble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
.  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^ ,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

WashiT^gtonf  March  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  his  excellency.  Vis- 
count Moncki  a  f opy  of  a  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo  from  M. , 
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esquire,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  indicating  parties  who  would  be  likely  to  give  im- 
portant evidence  in  regard  to  the  plots  and  hostile  expeditions  in  Canada  against 
the  peace  of  the  United  States. 

I  must  request  that  the  name  of  the  person  furnishing  the  information  may 
be  regarded  as  confidential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  jour  obedient  ser- 
vant, » 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  Spc.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  25tli 
ultimo,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  18th  ultimo 
from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  respecting  the  impediments  in 
the  way  of  the  extradition  in  that  province  of  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others, 
who  were  engaged  in  the  St.  Albans  outrages,  and  whose  extradition  was  requested 
in  my  note  of  the  19th  of  December  last.  .  When  that  note  was  addressed  to 
you  it  was  supposed  that  the  felons  who  were  the  subjects  of  it  had  fled  to  New- 
Brunswick,  but  it  subsequently  appeared  that  they  were  in  Canada,  and  their 
re-arrest  waa  effected.  This  state  of  facts  renders  it  unnecessary  to  provide  evi- 
dence in  the  case ;  but  I  would  recall  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  even  if  it 
had  been  necessary  according  to  past  usage,  I  referred  you  for  such  evidence, 
at  the  conclusion  of  my  note  of  the  19  th  of  December  last,  to  the  papers  which 
were  enclosed  in  my  previous  note  of  the  21st  of  November,  namely,  the  certi- 
fied copies  of  complaints  and  warrants  issued  in  the  courts  of  Vermont,  which 
gave  all  of  the  facts  and  charges  in  due  legal  form,  and  which  are  understood  to 
have  been  forwarded  by  you  to  the  authorities  in  Canada,  where  it  is  presumed 
legalized  copies  of  them  could  have  been  obtained  by  the  authorities  of  New 
Brunswick. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  Spc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Sevoard  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  from  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  relative  to  the 
movements  of  a  schooner  called  the  Gypsy,  which  vessel,  upon  arriving  at  Nas- 
sau, it  is  supposed,  will  be  fitted  out  by  insurgent  agents  to  depredate  upon 
American  commerce.  I  beg  to  request  that  yo\i  will,  without  loss  of  time,  caU 
the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  at  Nassau  to  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

J.  Hume  Burnle.y,  Esq.,  ice.,  ice.,  Sec,  .  • 
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Mr.  Minor  to  Mr.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana,  Penary  24,  1865. 
Sir:  a  few  days  since  a  schooner  called  the  Gypsy  came  over  here  from  Key  West,  Florida, 
and  was  sold  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Barney  Pennington.  On  the  23d  instant  she  left  here 
for  Nassau.  Last  evening  I  received  information  that  she  took  quite  a  large  crew,  and  about 
fifty  passengers,  among  tnem  some  desperate  characters.  Her  commander  is  Captain  Lo- 
lent,  formerly  commanding  the  schooner  Dart,  which  was  captured  a  few  months  since  off 
the  coast  of  Flonda.  My  informant  further  stated  that  Captain  Jacobs,  of  the  Maria,  just 
left  for  the  west  coast  of  Florida,  owned  an  interest  in  her.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  on 
her  arrival  at  Nassau  she  will  be  fitted  out  as  a  piratical  vessel,  to  prey  upon  the  commerce 
of  our  countrv.  The  schooner  is  a  very  fast  sailer;  length,  120  feet;  beam,  23  feet;  hold,  9 
feet;  fore-and-aft  schooner  rigged.  Lorent  will  probably  leave  her  at  Nassau,  and  Penning- 
ton, from  Newark,  New  Jersey,  take  command. 

I  have  communicated  this  information  to  Admiral  Stribling  and  Commodore  Palmer,  and 
to  Collector  Draper,  of  New  York,  and  in  the  envelope  to  Collector  Draper  have  sent  a  letter 
to  T.  Eirkpatrict,  esq.,  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  requesting  the  collector  to  transmit 
it  at  the  first  opportunity. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  T.  MINOR. 

Vniitd  States  Consul  General. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  IVashington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  arresit  of  Seely,  one  of  the  captors  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  steps  taken  by  the  authorities  of  New  Brunswick  to  secure 
the  arrest  of  others  of  the  party.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  diligence  and  friendly  action  of  those  authorities  are  highly  appreciated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HUMB  BURNLBY,  Esq.,  ifC,t  ^.,  ^' 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  two  apprentices  who  deserted  from  the  British 
ship  Guzco,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have  submitted  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  for  his  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Ist  in- 
stant, relative  to  the  information  furnished  by  Mr.  — — ^—  in  regard  to  the 
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hostile  ezpeditioQB  in  Canada  against  the  peace  of  the  United  States,  and  beg  to 
state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  addressed  a  confidential  communication  on  the  sub- 
ject to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingiont  March  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  and  of  its  accompanying  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  8th  ultimo  from  the 
governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considemtion,  sir,  your  obedient 

86I*VflJlt 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtouy  March  6, 1865. 

Sir:  Credible  information  having  been  received  at  this  department  that 
Vernon  6.  Locke,  charged  with  the  commission  of  the  crimes  of  piracy  and  mur- 
der on  board  of  the  United  States  merchant  steamer  Chesapeake,  is  now  a  fugi- 
tive from  the  justice  of  the  United  States  at  Nassau,  where  he  is  at  present  held 
under  arrest,  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  through  you,  sir,  that,  conformably 
with  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  government  will  be  pleased  to  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  the 
delivery  of  the  aforenamed  Vernon  G.  Locke  to  any  person  or  persons  duly  au- 
thorized to  receive  him,  in  order  that  he  may  be  brought  back  to  the  United 
States  for  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

BGrVflillt 

WILLIAIM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4r.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Sey^ard  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
month  of  February  last,  which  gives  me  certain  views  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment in  relation  to  assumed  claims  of  British  subjects  upon  cotton  which  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  captured  in  Savannah.  I  shall  cheerfully  file  your  note  in 
this  department,  without  questioning  the  character  of  a  protest  which  you  assign 
to  it. 
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I  mnsti  however,  at  the  same  time,  be  excnsed  for  declining  to  enter  into  a 
correspondence  on  the  subject  until  some  definitive  claim  shall  be  presented  by 
some  persons  who  shall  show  themselves  to  be  British  subjects,  shall  establish 
at  least,  by  prima  facie  evidence,  their  ownership  of  some  certain  quantity  of 
cotton,  and  shall  also  establish  the  fact  that  during  tneir  residence  within  the  insur- 
gent lines  they  have  maintained  the  character  of  neutrals  in  the  present  civil 
war.  Nor  can  I  now  admit  that  this  government  is  under  any  obligations,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  to  leave  to  the  chances  of  war  in  Savannah  any  cotton  which 
was  surrendered  to  it  in  the  capitulation  of  Savannah,  even  though  such  cotton 
were  distinctly  claimed,  designated,  and  pointed  out  to  government  agents  by 
persons  professing  to  be  neutrals  ;  nor  do  I  think  it  can  be  conceded  that  the 
tjnited  States  must  now  answer  to  professed  neutrals  or  others  whether  they 
regard  the  city  of  Savannah  as  permanently  or  only  as  temporarily  occupied  by 
the  army  of  the  United  States.  I  am  still  further  from  being  able  to  admit  that 
those  who  allege  themselves  to  be  the  owners  of  the  cotton  in  question  have 
a -right  to  expect  that  the  government  shall  hold  the  same  in  store,  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  claimants.  On  the  other  hand,  this  government  insists  that  it  has  a 
right  to  deal  with  all  property  surrendered  in  the  capitulation  aforementioned  as 
it  shall  deem  expedient,  holding  itself  accountable  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases, 
to  persons  loyal  or  neutral,  if  they  shall  ultimately  establish  a  lawful  claim  in  a 
fair  tribunal  recognized  by  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  die  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant» 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  Linus  Seely,  now  under  arrest  at  St.  John's  > 
New  Brunswick,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  view  of  the  proceedings 
heretofore  adopted  in  regard  to  similar  cases,  it  is  considered  proper  that  I  should 
inform  you  that  this  government  expects  either  a  surrender  of  the  fugitive  or  a 
fair  triad  in  New  Brunswick  if  the  surrender  is  declined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witH  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.. 
J.  HcMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^.  . 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

WXshinoton,  March  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2dinstant» 
relative  to  the  extradition  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders  from  New  Brunswick,  and  to 
state  that  I  have  communicated  the  substance  of  its  contents  to  his*  excellency 
the  lieutenant  governor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  .^pc.,  ifc.^  ^. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  March  7, 1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  31st  of  January,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  despatch,  and  of  its  enclosures,  which  I  have  received 
from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  relative  to  the  vessels  Al- 
mandares  and  Pinero,  alleged  to  be  intended  for  the  naval  service  of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^.,  ^n^.,  Sfc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  BurnUy. 

Quebec,  Ftbruary  28, 1865. 
Sir:  Referring  to  mj  deflpatch  of  the  24th  of  Jannary,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yoa 
copies  of  a  report  from  the  attorney  general  for  Canada  East,  and  of  a  letter  from  the  collector 
of  customs  at  the  port  of  Montreal^  relative  to  the  vessels  Alamandares  and  Pinero. 

I  shall  feel  mucn  obliged  if  yoa  will  communicate  this  information  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  states. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c.. 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c,  &c,  &c 


Mr.  Cartier  to  Viscount  Monck. 

Crown  Law  Department, 

quebec,  February  28,  1865. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  in  addition  to  his  report  of  the  24th  ultimo,  to  transmit  to 
his  excellency  the  governor  general  copy  of  a  letter,  with  enclosure,  received  from  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  Montreal,  in  relation  to  two  vessels,  Almandares  and  Pinero,  the  former 
of  which  is  reported  as  having  been  sold  to  Spanish  subjects  at  Havana,  and  the  latter,  still 
lying  in  the  Lachine  canal,  as  having  been  transferred  by  bill  of  sale  to  a  gentleman  residing 
in  the  city  of  Montreal. 

GEORGE  E.  CARTIER. 
Attorney  General,  L.  C. 


JIfr.  Holmes  to  Mr.  Futroye. 

Custom  House,  Montreal,  February  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  dated  28th  December  last,  requiring  to  be  informed,  for 
the  information  of  the  honorable  the  attorney  general,  of  any  facts  thereafter  coming  to  my 
knowledge  touching  the  vessels  El* Almandnres  and  Pinero,  I  hee  to  say,  this  morning's  mail 
brought  me  back  the  registry  of  the  Almandares,  with  advice  of  ner  transfer  at  Havana. 
Enclosed  is  copy  of  letter  of  advice. 
T  iiAve   fl^c 

BENJ.  HOLMES,  CUlector. 
George  Futroyb,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Crown  Lavo  Department,  Qjuebec. 
P.*  S. — ^The  Pinero  still  lying  in  the  canal,  but  has  been  transferred  by  bill  of  sale  to  Joseph 
Tiffin,  jr.,  of  this  city. 

B.  H. 
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Mr,  Bunch  to  the  Registrar, 

Havana,  February  8,  1865. 
Snt :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  the  British  certificate  of  registry  of 
steamer  A  huandares,  official  number  46,257,  of  your  port,  sold  this  day  to  Spanish  subjects 
for  $81,340,  currency  of  Canada. 
I  remain,  Sec, 

JOHN  BUNCH,  Consul  General. 
The  Hegistrar,  Montreal,  Canada, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  calling  my  attention  to 
suspicious  circumstances  attending  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgiana,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Lord  Monek  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Quebec,  February  28,  ld6S, 
8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  22d  instant,  and 
its  enclosure,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  steamer  Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  by  Mr.  Deni- 
aon,  of  Toronto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  had  been  already  made  aware  of  the  change  in  the 
ownership  of  this  vessel,  and  that  a  close  watch  has  been  kept,  and  will  continue  to  be  kept 
by  the  Canadian  authorities,  on  any  proceedings  connected  with  her,  in  order  to  take  the 
proper  legal  steps  should  any  suspicious  facts  be  disclosed. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  H.  Burnley,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  Information,  considered  reliable,  has  been  received  at  tbis  department, 
that  five  blockade-running  steamers,  which  recently  cleared  from  Nassau  to  St. 
John's,  New  Brunswick,  were  so  cleared  with  a  view  to  conceal  their  real  desti- 
nation, and  that  they  are  to  touch  at  some  point  on  the  Bahamas  or  elsewhere, 
where  arms  and  ammunition  are  in  readiness  for  them,  and  that  upon  receiving 
Bach  armament  they  are  to  co-operate  with  iron-clad s  and  rams  expected  from 
European  ports,  in  committing  depredations  upon  the  cities  and  the  property  of 
the  people  of  the  loyal  States.  I  will  thank  you  to  notify  the  authorities  of  the 
Bahamas  of  these  facts,  and  I  hope  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will 
prevent  the  armament  of  the  vessels  referred  to  being  taken  from  the  Bahamas 
or  other  British  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  EuMii  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^ ,  ^.,  ^.  r^  i 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  9,  1865. 

8lB  :  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  information  famished  to  you  hy  the  United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  respect- 
ing projected  raids  into  the  United  States  territory,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  the  United  States  consul,  as  to  the  necessity  of  giving  him  in  the  first 
instance  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  raid  into  the  United  States  contemplated 
by  parties  connected  with  that  province,  either  as  transient  travellers  or  other- 
wise. 

His  excellency  further  observes,  that  if  there  existed  any  similar  and  proved 
necessity  for  investing  the  governor  with  extraordinary  powers  as  in  Canada, 
the  legislature  would  not  hesitate  to  give  them ;  but  that,  at  present,  from  the 
best  information  which  he  can  procure,  he  has  reason  to  think  that  no  such 
powers  are  required  in  Halifax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  ^.»  ^. 


Mr.  Daly  to  Mr,  Jackson, 

Government  House, 
Halifax,  N,  8,,  Februanf  18,  1865. 
Sm  :  The  lieutenant  i^^ovemor,  Sir  R.  G.  Macdoimell,  has  this  day  received  a  letter  irom 
the  British  charg^  d'affaires  at  Washington,  transmittine  a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  by  you 
on  the  7th  instant  to  Mr.  Seward,  representing  that  another  raid  into  the  United  States  firom 
Canada  is  in  contemplation. 

His  excellency  instructs  me  to  remind  you  that  on  the  2d  of  January  yon  had  interviewB 

with  him  in  reference  to  the  existence  of  a  supposed  conspiracy  here  by  parties  contemplating 

^  a  raid  into  the  United  States  from  Canada,  which  you  had  similarly  represented  to  Mr.  Sewaro, 

'  who  immediately  transmitted,  through  the  English  embassy,  a  copy  of  that  communication 

to  his  excellency. 

The  lieutenant  governor  informed  you  on  that  occasion  of  his  earnest  desire  to  assist  by 
all  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  this  province  being  made  a  centre  for  intrigues  against  a 
neighboring  and  Iriendly  State.  He  understood,  therefore,  that  you  would  not  fail  to  com- 
municate with  him  on  receipt  of  anyYeliable  information  connected  with  illegal  associations 
in  this  province,  intended  to  disturb  the  peace  or  assail  die  property  of  tne  neighboring 
States. 

His  excellency,  therefore,  desires  me  to  suggest,  that  there  is  something  incongruous  and 
inconvenient  at  his  eontinuing  to  receive  from  Washington  information  which,  if  it  concerns 
any  persons  in  this  province,  might  obviously  be  more  usefully  communicated  to  this  govern- 
ment, than  by  a  circuitous  route,  and  a  delay  of  nearly  a  fortnight.  In«'all  such  matters 
promptitude  of  action  is  the  thing  most  needed. 

The  lieutenant  governor  would,  therefore,  feel  obliged  by  your  taking  an  early  opportunity 
of  waiting  on  him,  and  iiilly  expluning  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  contemplated  by  par- 
tie^  hostile  to  the  United  States ;  that  ne  will  endeavor  to  counteract  such  plots  on  British 
ground,  so  far  as  any  action  for  that  purpose  can  be  taken  by  this  government. 

I  have,  &Ai,t 

M.  BOWES  DALY, 

Frivate  Secretary, 
"0.  S,  Consul  Jackson,  Sfc,  ^c,  S^c, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  9,  1865. 
.    Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  ,tbe  4th  November  last,  and  to  your  reply 
of  the  14th  December,  relative  to  John  Warrington,  who  waa  then  a  convaloacent 
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patient  at  the  general  hospital  at  Fortress  Monroe,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adderlj,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  her 
Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
the  parents  of  the  young  man  are  willing  to  give  any  sum  np  to  fifty  pounds 
for  his  discharge,  which  Mr.  Adderly  will  guarantee. 

I  am  accordingly  instructed  to  inquire  upon  what  terms  John  Warrington's 
discharge  can  be  effected,  and  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  favoring  me  with  this 
information. 

I  would  also  beg  to  be  informed  whether  his  present  address  is  the  one  given 
in  the  enclosure  from  Mr.  Adderly,  as  a  letter  is  lying  for  him  at  this  legation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


.     .        Mr.  Adderly  to  Mr,  Layard, 

THmxY-PivE,  EuTiN  Place, 

February  17,  1805. 

Dear  Mr.  Latard  :  I  enclose  a  letter  to  the  man  in  the  federal  army  of  whom  I  spoke 
to  you,  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  say  you  would  have  forwarded. 

His  parents  are  ready  to  eive  auy  sum  up  to  £50  for  his  discharge,  which  I  will  guarantee. 
The  man  receired  $300  on  the  2d  of  March,  1864,  as  half  of  his  bounty-mouey,  and  $13  a 
month^s  pay  ever  since. 

He  enlisted  for  three  years.    His  address  is  as  on  the  enclosed  letter. 

G.  B.  ADDERLY. 

A.  H.  Latakd,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^c,  8fc, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  9,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  yonr  official  note  of  the  7th  instant,  and  re- 
ferring to  Mr.  Gordon's  despatches  of  the  7th  and  18th  ultimo,  communi- 
cated to  you  on  the  15th  and  25th  ultimo,  about  Linus  Seelj,  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, you  may  depend  upon  it.  that  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick will  do  what  he  properly  can,  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the 
proTince,  either  to  surrender  the  cripninal  or  to  bring  him  to  trial  in  the 
province.  Everything,  however,  must  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
to  be  produced  against  him,  and,  as  in  your  private  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo 
you  inibrm  me  that  measures  were  being  taken  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
provincial  law,  I  presume  that  the  United  States  consul  at  St.  John's  has 
already  received  his  instructions  accordingly. 

It  may,  however,  be  well  to  observe  here  that  this  same  man  was,  with  the  other 
captors  of  the  Chesapeake,  examined  before  the  police  magistrate  last  year  and 
committed  for  extradition;  but  that  committal  was  overruled  by  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court  on  the  ground  (among  others)  that  the  offence  was  cognizable  by 
the  courts  of  New  Brunswick,  and*  this  ruling  has  since  received  the  sanction  of 
of  the  English  judges,  who,  in  a  precisely  similar  case  of  the  Joseph  L.  Gkrrity, 
pronounced  this  summer  a  similar  judgment. 

I  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  think  that  if  Seely  is  committed  by  Judge  Parker 
it  wiU  not  be  for  extradition,  but  for  trial  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick. 
Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Ar.,  4^.»  4««  r^^^^T^ 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  11,  1866: 
Sir  :  I  communicated  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  a  copy  of  your  note 
of  the  23d  of  February,  relative  to  alleged  plans   of  persons   residing   ia 
Canada  for  making  hostile  incursions  into  the  United  States,  and  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient* 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Government  House, 

quehtc,  March  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  25th  Febniarj, 
covering  copies  of  a  note  and  enclosures  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
respecting  the  alleged  formation  by  persons  residing  in  Canada  of  plans  for  making  hostile 
incursions  into  the  United  States.  I  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  government  of  the  United 
States  that  I  shall  continue  to  use  every  exertion  to  prevent  the  execution  of  such  projects. 
I  have,  &c, 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  ^c,  ^c,  S;c, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th  in- 
Btant,  which  relates  to  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Linus  Seelj,  one  of  the 
pirates  of  the  Chesapeake.  I  accept  with  pleasure  the  assurance  you  give  me 
that  this  oflFender  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

I  am  aware  of  the  two  important  facts  mentioned  in  your  note,  namely,  that  Seely 
was  once  before  arrested  in  New  Brunswick,  and  was  released  by  a  provincial 
judge,  and  that  a  similar  discharge  of  the  pirates  of  the  J.  L.  Gerrity  was  affirmed 
by  the  court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  England.  It  must  not,  however,  be  understood 
that  this  government  assents  to  the  constructions  of  the  extradition  compact 
which  the  colonial  judges  and  the  judges  of  the  realm  thus  adopted ;  that  ques- 
tion must  abide  the  te»t  of  further  examination.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  to  re- 
mark, that  in  the  case  of  Seely,  as  well  as  that  of  the  pirate  of  the  J.  L.  Gerrity, 
extradition  was  denied  because  the  culprits  were  amenable  to  the  municipal  laws  of 
New  Brunswick  and  of  Great  Britain,  respectively  ;  and  yet  the  first  and  only 
points  of  the  decision  in  each  case  were  that  the  culprits  should  be  set  free  from 
all  duress,  or  rearrest,  or  prosecution,  to  renew  their  crimes  upon  the  ocean.  We 
protested  against  that  course  of  proceeding  in  each  of  the  cases  as  an  absolute 
denial  of  ioternational  justice  most  unfriendly  to  the  United  States.  It  is,  more- 
over, a  sincere  satisfaction  to  have  your  assurance  that  the  precedents  thus  set 
will  not  be  followed  by  the  authorities  of  New  Brunswick  on  the  present  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  ^V; 
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ikfr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  13,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  liave  received  vonr  note  of  tbe  9tli  of  March,  which  relates  to  John 
Warrington,  a  British  subject,  whose  parents  desire  that  he  may  be  discharged 
from  a  voluntary  enlistment  in  the  United  States  military  service. 

A  copy  of  a  letter,  signed  by  B.  Adderly,  accompanies  your  note,  and  tenders 
his  personal  guarantee  for  the  performance  of  certain  conditions  proposed  therein. 
The  letter  shows  that  it  is  this  person  Adderly  who  is  engaged  in  moving  her 
Majesty's  government  for  their  good  offices  in  this  case. 

Among  those  British  subjects  who  were  the  first  to  institute  a  contraband  trade 
with  the  insurgents,  in  violation  of^our  laws,  and  in  contempt  of  the  Queen's  proc- 
lamation, is  a  house  established  in  Nassau  and  Liverpool,  under  the  name  of 
Adderly  &  Go.  It  is  presumed  that  the  name  in  the  present  case  is  connected 
with  that  bouse.  I  will  thank  you  to  inquire  whether  this  is  the  fact.  If  so,  I 
most  ask  that  the  case  be  relieved  of  the  intervention  of  Adderly.  I  cannot 
treat,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  a  person  who  is  so  vicious  as  to  dishonor 
his  own  country  and  send  desolation  abroad  through  mine  upon  the  motive  of 
commercial  gain.  I  desire  that  the  British  nation  may  understand  that,  since 
they  divide  in  regard  to  the  United  States,  we  do  not  confound  the  just  and  the 
good  with  the  unjust  and  depraved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Mr.  Setaard  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general 
of  Canada,  in  regard  to  the  steps  taken  by  the  authorities  under  his  control  to 
guard  against  the  steamer  Greorgiana  getting  into  the  hands  of  parties  hostile  to 
the  United  States. 

I  will  thank  you  to  express  to  his  excellency  the  satisfaction  with  which  this 
government  views  his  prompt  and  friendly  action  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^c.,  ^o. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  14,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th  of 
March,  with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  on 
the  18th  of  February  last  by  the  private  secretary  of  his  excellency  the  gov 
eraor  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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A  word  of  explanation  will  clear  tip  the  difficulty  to  which  the  governor  re- 
fers. Our  consuls  in  the  provinces  have  no  political  functions.  A  proper  defer- 
ence to  the  authority  of  the  imperial  government  forbids  any  direct  correspond- 
ence between  even  this  government  and  the  local  authorities  in  the  provinces, 
much  more  does  it  prohibit  .voluntary  correspondence  between  our  consuls  and 
those  authorities.  Hence  the  circuitousness  of  our  habitual  mode  of  communi- 
cation. The  consul  at  Halifax  addresses  the  department,  I  address  you,  and  you, 
under  the  leave  of  your  home  government,  communicate  with  the  governor  of 
Nova  9cotia  at  Halifax.  It  is,  however,  competent  for  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  assent  to  modification  of  the  prevailing  forms  under  special  circum- 
stances, and  I  clearly  see  that  these  circumstances  now  exist  in  regard  to  the 
designs  and  operations  of  disloyal  citizens  and  their  abettors  to  imperil  the  peace 
of  the  two  nations.  I  shall,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  your  expressed  wish, 
instruct  the  consul  at  Halifax  that,  for  the  present,  he  will  in  all  cases  promptly 
and  frankly  make  known  to  the  governor  general  whatever  he  may  learn  that 
shall  be  important  to  be  known  by  him  in  preventing  hostile  proceedings  in  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia  against  the  United  States. 

I  refer  briefly  to  another  subject  mentioned  by  the  governor.  He  thinks  that 
Nova  Scotia  is  in  a  different  case  from  Canada  with  reference  to  the  United 
States,  and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  need  in  the  former  province  for  such  legis- 
lative action,  with  a  view  to  the  maintenance  of  neutrality,  as  has  been  so 
promptly  and  honorably  taken  in  the  province  of  Canada.  It  is  true  that  hos- 
tile raids,  like  that  of  St.  Albans,  have  not  been  and  are  not  likely  to  be  made 
into  our  country  from  Nova  Scotia.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Halifax  has  been 
for  more  than  one  year,  and  yet  is,  a  naval  station  for  vessels  which,  running 
the  blockade,  furnish  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  to  our  enemy,  and  it  has 
been  made  a  rendezvous  for  those  piratical  cruisers  which  come  out  from  Liver- 
pool and  Glasgow,  to  destroy  our  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  and  even  to  carry 
war  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Halifax  is  a  postal  and  despatch  sta- 
tion in  the  correspondence  between  the  rebels  at  Richmond  and  their  emissaries  in 
Europe.  Halifax  merchants  are  known  to  have  surreptitiously  imported  pro- 
visions, arms,  and  ammunition  from  our  seaports,  and  then  transshipped  them  to 
the  rebels.  The  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  has  been  neutral,  just,  and  friendly ;  so 
were  the  judges  of  the  province  who  presided  on  the  trial  of  the  Chesapeake. 
But  then  it  is  understood  that,  on  the  other  hand,  merchant  shippers  of  Halifax, 
and  many  of  the  people  of  Halifax,  are  willing  agents  and  abettors  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States,  and  their  hostility  has  proved  not  merely  offensive 
but  deeply  injurious.  When  Nova  Scotia  ceases  to  abet  our  enemies,  she  will 
find  that  we  cherish  no  memory  of  her  past  injuries.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
merchants  of  the  United  States  must  be  allowed  to  navigate  the  seas  in  security, 
and  our  citizens  at  home  must  be  allowed  to  pursue  their  avocations  without  in- 
terference from  the  port  of  Halifax,  before  this  government  can  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected to  favor  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc.f  8ft:, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  March  14,  1865. 
Sir:  Information  which  has  reached  her  Majesty's  government  leaves  no 
room  for  doubt  that  an  extensive  conspiracv  on  the  part  of  the  so-called  Fenian 
Brotherhood  is  being  openly  carried  on  in  the  United  States,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject to  promote  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  to  forward  from  the  United  States  as- 
sistance to  the  rebels  in  money,  men,  and  arms.  /^  ^^^T^ 
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The  accounts  giren  in  the  public  papers  of  what  passed  in  public  meetings 
held  in  the  United  States  for  these  avowed  objects,  coupled  with  allusions  to 
the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be  carried  out,  must  surely  have  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment might  reasonably  have  expected  that  while  the  government  of  the  United 
States  so  loudly  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  confederate  agents  in  this 
country,  which  are  conducted  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  and  while  it  imputes 
blame  to  the  British  government  for  not  having  put  a  stop  to  practices  of  which 
they  had  no  previous  knowledge,  and  for  not  exerting  powers  of  repression  be- 
yond the  law,  the  United  States  government  should  at  least  have  shown  their 
disapprobation  of  such  hostile  declarations  against  the  peace  and  secuiity  of  the 
Queen's  dominions. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  notorious  that  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
Colonel  J.  H.  Gleason,  formerly  of  the  Irish  brigade,  was  recently  allowed  to 
absent  himself  from  his  military  duties  for  a  period  of  twenty  days,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  order  that  he  might  have  time  to  attend  one  of  the  meetings 
t)f  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  appointed  to  be  held  at  Chicago.  And  still  more 
recently  at  Mew  Orleans,  Attorney  General  Lynch  attended  a  local  Fenian 
meeting  on  the  28th  of  January,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  these  public  meetings,  as  an  unmistakable 
sign  on  the  part  of  those  who  attend  them  of  hostility  to  Great  Britain,  it  might 
perhaps  be  difficult  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  or  to 
interfere  with  such  meetings.  But  the  attendance  of  persons  in  the  military  or 
civil  employment  of  the  general  government  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  any  particular  State  of  the  Union,  would  seem  to  show  that  the  gov- 
ernment itself  participates  in  these  feelings  of  hostility  to  Great  Britain. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  my  duty  to  say  that  her  Majesty's  government  trust 
that  the  attendance  of  military  and  civil  officers  in  the  employment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  government,  and  of  the  State  governments,  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Fenian  Brotherhood,  will  be  disapproved  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  in  future  not  be  permitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  Sfc„  ^. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  March  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  Bennett  G.  Burley,  who  has  been  given 
over  by  the  Canadian  authorities  to  the  United  States  government  under  the 
extradition  treaty,  on  a  charge  of  robbery,  her  Majesty's  government  have 
recently  had  under  their  consideration,  in  communication  with  the  proper  law 
advisers  of  the  Crown,  a  statement  forwarded  to  them  by  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  at  the  request  of  Burley 's  father,  relative  to  his  son,  from 
which  it  would  seem  that  fears  are  entertained  that  Bennett  Burley  will  not  be 
tried  before  the  United  States  courts  on  the  charge  of  theft,  but  on  a  charge  of 
piracy,  and  Mr.  Burley,  senior,  asks  for  the  good  offices  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment on  behalf  of  his  son,  in  so  far  as  that  he  may  not  be  ti*ied  on  any 
other  charge  than  that  on  which  the  claim  was  made  for  his  extradition. 

Her  Majesty's  government  having  considered  this  application,  are  of  opinion 
that  if  the  United  States  government,  having  obtained  the  extradition  on  the 
charge  of  robbery,  do  not  put  him  on  his  trial  upon  this  charge,  but  upon 

7  D  C  •  uig, uzeu  oy  GOOglC 


98  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE 

another,  viz.,  piracy,  whicb,  if  it  had  been  made  before  the  Canadian  authorities, 
they  might  have  held  not  sufficiently  established  to  warrant  his  extradition, 
this  would  be  a  breach  of  good  faith  against  which  her  Majesty's  government 
might  justly  remonstrate. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  therefore  willing,  should  the  grounds  upon 
which  Burley  is  to  be  tried  take  the  above  turn,  to  comply  so  far  with  the  ap- 
plication of  Mr.  Burley,  senior,  as  to  instruct  me  to  protest  against  any  attempt 
to  change  the  ground  of  accusation  upon  which  Burley  was  surrendered  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J,  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc..  ^.,  Sfn. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward,  • 

Washington,  March  15,  1865. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Would  you  permit  me  to  recall  your  attention  to  my  note 
of  the  28th  January,  enclosing  copies  of  despatches  elucidatory  of  Earl  Rus- 
sell's slave  trade  despatch.  No.  9,  of  which  I  left  you  a  copy,  relative  to  the 
joint  invitation  to  powers  declaring  slave  trade  piracy. 

Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^^.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  March  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  14th 
instant,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  proceedings  of  a  society  called  Fenian  Brother- 
hood, and  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  it  will  receive  immediate  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^^c.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seioard  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  16,  1865. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  28th  of  January  last,  and  your 
letter  of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  joint  \nvitation  to  powers  to  declare  the  slave 
trade  piracy,  has  been  received.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  pressure  of 
business  at  the  short  session  of  Congress  rendered  it  impossible  to  submit  the 
papers  to  them.  .  It  will  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  President  when 
another  Congress  is  about  to  assemble.  You  may  assure  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government  that  the  disposition  is  good  to  effect  an  absolute  and  universal  sup- 
pression of  the  trade  in  human  beings. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^c,  Spc,  r^  i 
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3Ir.  Burnley  to  Mr.  SevHird, 
[Memorandom.  ] 

With  reference  to  a  note  from  the  British  legation  of  the  4th  November,  and  to 
a  reply  of  the  14th  December  last,  relative  to  John  Warrington,  who  was  then 
a  convalescent  patient  at  the  general  hospital  at  Fortress  Monroe,  the  British 
l^ation  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  npon  what  terms  John  Warrington's 
discharge  can  be  effected  from  the  United  States  army,  as  it  is  stated  that  the 
parents  of  the  jonng  man  are  willing  to  give  any  sum  up  to  fifty  pounds  to 
effect  his  discharge. 

This  legation  would  also  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  his  present  address  is, 
with  a  view  of  forwarding  to  him  a  letter. 

British  Legation,  March  16,  1865. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  President's  proclamation  of  March  14,  directing  all  non-resident 
foreigners  who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  found  in  the  United  States,  and 
who  have  been  or  shall  have  been  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade  of  the  in- 
surgent ports,  to  leave  the  United  States  within  twelve  days  from  the  pub- 
lication of  this  proclamation,  has  engaged  very  earnestly  my  attention,  and 
I  cannot  but  think  that  the  second  clause  may  meet  with  serious  comment  on 
the  part  of  neutral  powers,  whose  subjects  may  be  found  in  *the  category  of  those 
who  have  been  or  are  now  engaged  in  running  the  blockade. 

I  would  therefore  submit  for  your  consideration,  subject  of  course  to  the  ap- 
proval or  disapproval  of  her  Majesty's  government  when  the  proclamation 
reaches  them,  the  enclosed  memorandum,  embodying  what  seems  to  me  the  ob- 
jectionable portions  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  4t?.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

r Memorandum  upon  the  President's  proclamation  of  March  14,  1865.  ] 

To  the  first  clause  of  the  proclamation  there  can  be  no  great  objection  by 
foreign  powers,  since  its  operation  is  restricted  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  domiciled  aliens,  the  latter  class  being  substantially,  in  the  absence  of 
treaty  stipulations  distinguishing  them,  treated  as  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the 
country. 

But  the  second  clause  seems  to  be  of  a  very  grave  character,  and  wholly  in- 
admissible as  attempting  a  dangerous  innovation  upon  the  established  principles 
of  international  law. 

The  Supreme  Court,  in  all  the  prize  cases,  has  founded  its  judgments  of  "law- 
ful prize "  on  the  recognized  existence  of  a  war  of  course  between  two  bellige- 
rents. On  no  other  base  could  the  decision  have  been  maintained,  and  it  is 
plainly  announced  in  the  first  of  them. 

Trade  with  an  enemy  of  the  United  States  (excluding  the  case  of  domiciled 
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aliens  who  cannot  be  considered  neutrals)  can  only  be  intermpted  according 
to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  incurs  only  the  penalties  imposed  by  that  law. 

The  mode  of  interruption  may  be  by  blockade  actual,  not  merely  declared  or 
by  legislation,  closing  certain  ports  if  not  inconsistent  with  treaty  stipulations. 

But  nothing  is  better  settled  than  that,  as  in  this  case,  the  sole  penalty  as  to 
neutrals  of  violating  the  blockade  is  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo  (one  or  both)  before  the  completion  of  the  voyage. 

If  the  blockade  be  successfully  run,  and  the  voyage  be  ended,  it  was  never 
heard  of  that  a  subsequent  seizure  of  the  vessel  on  Uiat  account  could  be  justi- 
fied. 

The  capture  and  condemnation  are  not  in  the  nature  of  punishment,  as  under- 
stood in  the  municipal  law,  but  as  the  exercise  of  a  purely  belligerent  right. 

Nor  in  the  case  of  lawful  capture  during  the  voyage  are  the  persons  engaged 
and  actually  found  on  board,  liable  to  punishment  or  other  molestation  than  de- 
taining them  reasonably  as  witnesses. 

But  the  proclamation  assumes  to  make  every  British  owner  of  a  blockade- 
runner,  or  of  the  cargo,  liable  to  a  personal  punishment. 

He  may  be  ordered  out  of  the  country  summarily  if  he  was  part  owner  of  a 
vessel  so  employed  three  years  ago,  and  may  be  imprisoned  indefinitely.  If  he 
fails  to  go  away  he  may  be  arrested,  committed  to  a  military  prison,  and  de- 
tained indefinitely,  with  no  right  of  trial,  and  no  conceivable  offence  alleged 
against  him,  and  no  hope  of  release  until  the  will  of  the  President  may  direct  it. 

This  clause  of  the  proclamation  seems  wholly  unwarranted  by  any  respect- 
able precedent,  or  any  recognized  principle  of  international  law. 

British  Legation,  March  16,  1865. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washifigtont  March  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16th 
of  March,  in  relation  to  the  President's  proclamation  banishing  blockade-runners 
from  the  United  States. 

Willing  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases  involving  international  questions',  to  hear 
and  consider  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government,  I  must  be  content  at  the 
present  moment  to  say  that  I  am  aware  of  no  treaty  or  principle  of  public  law 
which  requires  a  country  engaged  in  civil  war  to  yield  asylum  to  those  who 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  internal  enemy.  The  United  States  have  suffered 
too  many  evils  and  dangers  from  the  class  of  persons  mentioned  to  allow  them 
the  privileges  cheerfully  awarded  to  all  unoffending  exiles. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.,  ^. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  18,  1865. 

Sir  ?  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  6th  ultimo,  and  to  your  reply  of  the 
17th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  Captain  Scanlan's  cotton.  I  would  beg  to  trouble 
you  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  which  I  have  received  from  him, 
and  extract  of  an  anterior  statement,  which  I  would  wish  to  be  considered  in 
connexion  with  his  case. 
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I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Treasury  Department  will  do  all  that  is  right  and 
just  in  the  matter,  and  see  that  Captain  Scanlan  is  fairly  and  honorably  dealt  by. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc„  ^, 


Mr,  Scanlan  to  Mr,  Bumlet. 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  February  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  haye  seen  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  calling  his  earlj  attention  to  jour  official  communication  in  my  case,  and 
the  instmctions  of  the  letter  to  the  general  supervising  agent  here,  authorizing  him  to  act  on 
the  matter. 

I  understand  he  has  referred  the  case  back  acain  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  final 
action,  with  the  suggestion  that  all  others  in  the  same  district  were  equally  entitled  to  the 
privilege  I  asked.  These  people,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  now  petitioners  for  pardon 
for  past  treasonable  acts  towards  their  government.  Moreover,  they  cannot  exhibit  any 
written  contracts  with  the  agents  of  the  government. 

I  am  inside  the  lines  of  the  federal  navy,  and  recognized  as  such  by  the  military  authori- 
tieSf  who  are  presumed  to  be  the  proper  judges. 

The  supervising  agent  here  gave  a  neighbor  of  mine,  a  Mr.  Dunlop,  living  eight  miles 
from  the  nver,  a  permit  to  ship  his  cotton  to  New  York ;  also  a  Mrs.  Dale.  The  former  could 
not  be  considered  as  inside  the  lines  of  the  federal  navy,  and  neither  had  a  contract  with  the 
authorized  agent  of  the  government.  I  could  mention  several  cases  of  the  kind.  Kay, 
even  certain  speculators  have  the  right  to  buy  and  ship  my  cotton  without  giving  it  over  to 
the  purcha8in|f  agent  of  the  government.  If  I  am  obliged  to  deliver  over  my  cotton  now  in 
this  city,  it  will  realize  less  than  if  I  sold  it  to  the  speculators  referred  to  on  my  plantation. 
Cotton  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  purchasing  agent  may  net  thirty-five  cents  per  pound, 
while  the  speculator,  having  the  right  to  buy  and  ship  without  this  restraint,  would  give 
fifty  cents  per  pound  for  it  on  my  plantation.  Captain  Watson,  commanding  the  gunboat 
Hastings,  can  testify  that  he  shelled  guerillas  who  were  taking  by  force  some  of  my  cotton. 
What  they  had  taken  they  sold  to  a  speculator  belonging  to  the  nrm  of  Parkman,  Apperson 
&  Co.  This  firm,  because  this  cotton  went  through  the  singular  process  of  being  unjustly 
seized  by  g^nllas,  were  permitted  to  ship  said  cotton,  while  that  right  is  denied  by  Mr.- 
Orme. 

If  I  be  forced  to  give  my  cotton  into  the  hands  of  the  purchasing  agent  here,  it  will  be  as 
flagrant  a  breach  of  faith  and  as  base  an  injustice  as  was  ever  perpetrated  on  any  subject  of 
any  friendly  neutral  power.  I  have  been  always  friendly  to  the  United  States,  have  been 
well  treated  by  her  military  officers,  and  trust  that  no  adverse  decision  will  be  come  to  affecting 
veiy  materially  my  pecuniary  interests. 
I  have,  dLc, 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 

J.  H.  BURKLEY,  Esq.,  Sfc,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Scanlan  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

WoxARDS*  Hotel,  February  6,  1865. 

Sm :  There  was  passed  in  the  United  States  Congress  last  July  an  act  to  purchase  at 
certain  points  products  of  insurrectionary  States.  In  the  one  article  of  cotton  alone,  after 
deducting  the  tax,  which  b  6d.  per  pound,  and  the  expense  of  transportation  to  New  York, 
which  would  be  I2d,  per  pound,  the  purchasing  agent  at  Memphis  takes  for  the  government 
one-quarter  of  the  whole.  This  act  of  July  excepted  from  tnis  sale  to  the  government  all 
products  raised  by  freedmen*8  labor. 

Before  the  passage  of  this  act,  nay,  even  prior  to  the  emancipation  proclamation,  I  released 
from  bondage  the  former  slaves  of  my  wife,  and  afterwards  hired,  from  the  United  States 
superintendent  of  freedmen  at  Memphis,  bands,  with  whose  labor  I  raised  the  crop  referred 
to.  This  was  a  solemn  contract  under  their  auspices,  and  as  such  ought  to  relieve  me  from 
the  embarrassments  to  which  those  were  subjected  that  favored  slavery,  and  were  intended 
to  be  reached  by  the  act  of  July,  1864.  This  act  was  retrospective,  the  crop  being  grown 
ere  it  passed,  and  it  excluded  all  persons  from  the  necessity  of  turning  their  products  over  to 
the  government  who  raised  them  with  the  labor  of  frreedmen.  The  advancing  the  purposes 
of  the  emancipation  proclamation  renders  one  so  obnoxious  to  the  confederates  that  their 
personal  ^ects  are  a  prey  to  their  incursions,  which,  together  with  the  difficulties  experienced 
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in  obtaining  permits  for  supplies,  and  the  liigh  prices  at  Mempliis,  nearly  absorb  tbe  yalne  of 
the  products  raised.  The  supervising  agent  at  Memphis  demands  of  me  the  same  surrender 
of  tne  products  of  my  plantation  as  those  who  have  hired  no  freedmen,  and  have  been, 
guilty  of  acts  of  hostility  to  the  United  States  government. 

To  many  of  this  class,  who  have  not  even  nired  their  labor  ftt>m  the  government,  said 
agent  has  given  permits  to  transport  their  cotton  to  New  York  without  turning  it  over  to  tbe 
government.  Moreover,  he  has  given  private  speculators  permits  to  ship  cotton  purchased 
from  the  confederate  tax  collector  at  one  point  on  the  river ;  to  ship  the  cotton  so  purchased 
on  their  own  account  to  New  York.  Among  the  cotton  thus  purchased  and  shipped  was 
cotton  pressed  from  me  by  this  collector  of  customs  or  tenths  of  the  confederates. 

If  these  speculators  should  ship  without  hindrance  cotton  unjustly  pressed  from  me  bv  the 
confederates,  ought  not  I  to  be  permitted  to  ship  mine,  who  raised  it  under  contract  with  the 
acting  officer  of  the  government,  and  in  furtherance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  t 
It  may  be  objected,  first,  that  my  plantation  is  not  inside  the  federal  lines ;  second,  that  my 
land  should  be  leased  from  the  government.  The  answer  to  my  first  would  be  that  my 
plantation  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river,  under  cover  of  the  gunboats  of  the  federal 
navy,  aud  embraced  in  the  order  of  Mtyor  General  Canby,  commanding  the  whole  depart- 
ment. Moreover,  were  it  not  considered  inside  their  lines  they  would  not  hire  to  me  freed- 
men  to  work  on  my  plantation.  With  regard  to  the  second  objection,  that  the  lands  should 
be  leased  from  the  Sovemment,  I  beg  to  sa^  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the  act  of  July. 
This  act  merely  excepts  products  raised  by  freedmen's  labor,  and  defines  that  such  products 
should  be  permitted  to  be  forwarded  to  market  on  the  applicant  making  affidavit  that  it  was 
raised  by  the  labor  of  freedmen,  and  that  he  is  a  loyal  United  States  citizen.  When  I  was 
ofiered  a  permit  on  signing  that  affidavit,  I  refused,  and  now,  when  this  clause  in  the  affidavit 
has  been  dispensed  with,  Mr.  Orme  inconsisteutly  denies  me  the  permit  he  first  ofiered.  If 
it  should  be  set  forth  that  copies  of  contracts  with  fireedmen  should  be  filed  with  Mr.  Miller, 
I  should  say  that  this  rule  has  been  enunciated  neither  by  proclamation  nor  by  act  of  Congress. 

W.  E.  SCANLAN. 

James  H.  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^c,  8fe. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  proper  authorities 
of  her  Majesty's  government,  extracts  from  a  communication  of  the  12th  instant, 

addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  Mr. ,  of ,  Canada  West, 

in  regard  to  alleged  projected  raid  from  Canada  into  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWaRD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.f  ifc.,  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  *20,  1865. 

My  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  I  accept  your  farewell  with  sincere  sorrow,  but  I 
reconcile  myself  to  it  because  it  is  a  condition  of  restoration  of  your  health. 
All  of  my  family  command  me  to  tender  you  assurances  of  sympathy. 

I  have  never  desponded  of  my  country,  of  emancipation  of  her  slaves,  and 
of  her  resumption  of  her  position  as  an  agent  of  peace,  progress,  and  civiliza- 
tion, interests  which  I  never  fail  to  believe  are  common  with  all  branches  of  the 
British  family.  So  I  have  had  no  doubt  that,  when  this  dreadful  war  shall  be 
ended,  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  would  be  reconciled  and  become 
better  friends  than  ever.  I  have  thought  that  you  are  entitled  to  share  in  these 
great  successes,  as  you  have  borne  so  great  a  part  of  the  tnals  of  the  war. 
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But  God  disposes.   I  feel  now  that  if  I  nev^  find  leisure  to  go  abroad  again, 
that  you  with  renewed  health  will  come  here  to  see  the  reign  of  peace  and 
order ;  so  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  our  parting  as  a  final  one. 
Faithfully  your  friend, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  carefully  considered  the  communication  concerning  the  society 
called  by  the  name  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  which,  by  order  of  her  Majes- 
ty's government,  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  14th  of  March  instant. 

In  that  paper  you  have  denounced  the  aforesaid  society  as  an  extensive 
conspiracy  carried  on  in  the  United  States,  having  for  its  object  to  promote 
rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  to  forward  from  the  United  States  assistance  to  the 
rebels  in  money,  men,  and  arms. 

You  have  further  stated  that  the  accounts  given  in  the  public  papers  of  what 
passed  in  public  meetings  held  in  the  United  States  for  their  avojved  objects, 
coupled  with  allusions  to  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be  carried  out,  must 
surely  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
her  Majesty's  government  might  reasonably  have  expected  that  while  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  so  loudly  protests  against  the  proceedings  of 
confederate  agents  in  Great  Britain,  which  are  conducted  with  the  utmost 
secrecy,  and  while  it  imputes  blame  to  the  British  government  for  not  having 
put  a  stop  to  practices  of  which  they  have  had  no  previous  knowledge,  and  for 
not  exerting  powers  of  repression  beyond  the  law,  the  United  States  should  at 
least  have  signified  their  disapprobation  of  such  hostile  declarations  against  the 
peace  and  security  of  the  Queen's  dominions.  Pursuing  the  same  line  of  argu- 
ment, you  have  observed,  that  on  the  contrary  of  what  in  your  judgment  might 
thus  have  been  expected,  it  is  notorious  that  an  oflScer  of  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, Colonel  J.  H.  Gleason,  formerly  of  the  Irish  brigade,  was  recently  allowed 
to  absent  himself  from  his  military  duties  for  a  period  of  twenty  days,  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  order  that  he  might  have  time  to  attend  one  of  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood  appointed  to  be  held  at  Chicago ;  and  still  more 
recently,  at  New  Orleans,  Attorney  General  Lynch  attended  a  local  Fenian  meet- 
ing on  the  28th  of  January  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings. 

You  have  further  remarked,  that  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  public 
meetings  thus  referred  to  as  an  unmistakable  sign  on  the  part  of  those  who 
attend  of  hostility  to  Great  Britain,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  difficult,  under  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  or  to  interfere  with  such  meetings. 
But  the  attendance  of  persons  in  the  military  or  civil  employment  of  the  gene- 
ral government  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  government  of  any  particular 
State  in  the  Union,  would  seem  to  show  that  the  government  itself  participates 
in  their  feelings  of  hostility  to  Great  Britain.  Standing  upon  this  argument, 
you  have  informed  me  that  her  Majesty's  government  trust  that  the  attendance 
of  military  and  civil  officers  in  the  employment  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment and  of  the  State  governments  at  the  meetings  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood 
will  be  disapproved  by  the  government,  and  will  not  in  future  be  permitted. 

The  task  of  replying  to  these  representations  is  rendered  easy  by  the  admis- 
sion contained  in  them,  in  regard  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
That  Constitution  does  guarantee  to  the  people  the  right  of  assembling  peace- 
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fully  to  disease  all  questions,  political  as  well  as  social,  foreigo  as  well  as 
domestic.  That  ri^bt  has  only  •  one  limitation.  The  popular  assembly  must 
not  disturb  the  public  peace  or  violate  the  laws  of  the  land  or  the  law  of 
nations.  It  has  not  appeared,  and  it  is  not  represented  in  your  communication, 
that  any  corpus  delicti  has  been  produced  against  the  Fenian  Brotherhood. 
Whatever  be  their  purpose,  it  is  not  alleged  or  even  understood  that  they  have 
instigated  any  insurrection  in  Ireland,  or  sent  out  from  the  United  States,  for 
such  a  purpose,  to  that  country  or  elsewhere,  any  money,  men,  or  arms,  or  that 
any  sedition  or  rebellion  actually  exists  in  Ireland.  Should  they  attempt  to 
violate  the  neutrality  laws  in  regard  to  Great  Britain,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  regulations  already  sanctioned  by  the  President,  are  ample  to  pre- 
vent the  commission  of  that  crime. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  a  case  has  not  arisen  in  which  thfs  government  could 
with  right,  or  ought  to,  interfere  with  the  meetings  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood. 
I  may  properly  add  that  this  government  has  no  sufficient  grounds  to  appre- 
hend that  any  such  caae  will  occur,  unless  renewed  and  systematic  aggressions 
from  the  British  ports  and  provinces  should  defeat  all  the  efforts  of  this  govern- 
ment to  maintain  and  preserve  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, any  attempt  to  visit  the  Fenian  Brotherhood  with  official  censures  is 
unnecessary,  and  therefore,  in  the  belief  of  this  government,  would  be  as  un- 
wise as  it  would  be  manifestly  unconstitutional.  The  attorney  general  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  is  responsible  to  the  State  government  and  the  people  of 
that  State,  exclusively  of  this  government.  ^ 

Colonel  Gleason  did,  indeed,  have  leave  of  absence  from  the  army  for  twenty 
days,  but  that  leave  was  granted  in  the  ordinary  course  of  administration, 
without  any  knowledge  by  the  War  Department,  or  any  other  department  of 
this  government,  that  he  was  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood. 
In  the  present  view  of  the  case,  while  this  government  has  no  hesitation  in 
assuring  the  government  of  Great  Britain  that  no  hostilities  will  be  allowed  to 
be  committed  against  any  portion  of  that  country,  it  does  not  think  that  the 
interests  of  international  peace  require  any  special  proceedings  in  that  direction. 

I  must  be  excused  for  leaving  unnoticed  the  allusions  which  your  note  con- 
tains in  regard  to  an  assumed  hostility  of  this  government  towards  Great 
Britain,  and  I  pass  over  in  the  same  manner  the  allusion  which  you  have  made 
to  the  many  well-founded  complaints  which  this  government  has  heretofore  pre- 
sented of  aggressions  committed  by  British  subjects  against  the  peace  and 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States.  This  government  could  not  consent  to 
weaken  those  complaints  by  entering,  although  even  more  directly  invited,  into 
an  argument  of  recrimination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  4^.,  Ifc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bumley^, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtouy  March  20,  1865. 

Sir:  I  recur  to  your  note  of  the  15th  of  March,  which  relates  to  Bennett  G 
Burley. 

The  honorable  the  Attorney  General  informs  me  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  bring 
the  offender  to  trial  in  the  courts  of  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  for  the. 
crimes  committed  by  him  against  the  municipal  laws  of  those  States,  namely, 
robbery  and  assault,  with  intent  to  commit  murder.  He  was  delivered  up  by  the 
Canadian  authorities  upon  a  requisition  which  was  based  upon  charges  of  those 
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crimes,  and  also  upon  a  charge  of  piracy,  which  is  triable  not  by  State  coorts, 
bat  hj  the  coorto  of  the  United  States.  I  am«not  prepared  to  admit  the  principle 
claimed  in  the  protest  of  her  Majesty's  government,  namely,  that  the  offender 
could  not  lawfully  be  tried  for  the  crime  of  piracy  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  Nevertheless,  the  question  raised  upon  it  has  become  an  abstraction^ 
as  it  is  at  present  the  purpose  of  the  government  to  bring  him  to  trial  for  the 
crimes  against  municipal  law  only. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Sejcard. 

Washington,  March  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  present  position  of  JBritish  subjects  at  Charleston,  as  reported  to 
me  by  her  Majesty's  acting  consul  at  that  port,  causes  me  very  great  anxiety. 
You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copies  of  despatches  from  Mr.  Walker,  and  of 
bis  correspondence  with  Colonel  Woodford,  the  dilemma  in  which  they  are 
placed,  by  having  either  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  be- 
fore they  can  r#8ume  their  peaceable  occupations,  or  leave  the  place  altogether. 
Mr.  Walker  encloses  an  analysis  of  the  register,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
occupations  of  the  several  persons  registered,  and  estimates  the  whole  British 
population  at  fifteen  hundred. 

To  require  that  all  these  people,  some,  of  course,  without  the  means  of  leaving 
tbe  place,  should  summarily  depart  or  take  the  oath  required,  ^ms  to  me  un- 
necessary, making  every  allowance  for  the  difficulties  on  a  first  occupation  of 
the  town,  and  I  would  venture  to  suggest,  whether  some  intermediate  measuro 
might  not  be  adopted  which  might  allow  those  who  are  peaceably  and  friendly 
disposed  to  pursue  their  avocations,  without  the  necessity  of  expulsion.  Such  a 
measure  would  show  that  the  United  States  government  was  not  actuated  by 
any  peculiar  animus  against  British  subjects,  but  are  acting  merely  from  a  desire 
to  discriminate  between  the  ftiend  and  the  foe. 

Requesting  the  original  affidavits  to  be  returned  to  me,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  Sfc.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

BRHISH  CONStTLATfe, 

Charleston,  March  7,  1865. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  adoption  of  a  regulation  by  the  military  anthoritieB  now 
holding  this  city,  which  bears  with  cruel  hardship  upon  many  of  her  Majesty's  subjects. 

The  regulation  is  that  no  one  shall  be  permitted  to  conduct  any  kind  of  business  here 
without  farst  taking  out  a  license  for  the  purpose,  and  that  licenses  shall  only  be  granted  to 
those  who  will  swear  allegiance  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  had  previously  become  aware  of  the  fixed  determination  of  the  commandant  to  take  this 
step,  but  the  fact  was  first  formally  brought  to  my  notice  by  John  Fitzgerald,  a  copy  of 
whose  statement,  under  oath,  I  herewith  enclose.  I  transmit  also  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  to 
tbe  same  effect,  taken  from  William  F.  Paddon,  corroborated  by  the  oaths  of  George  Dowie 
ud  William  McComb,  all  British  subjects. 

In  consequence  of  Fitzgerald's  complaint,  I  addressed  a  despatch  to  the  commandant  of 
the  dty,  pointing  out  that  the  general  adoption  of  the  regulation  referred  to  would  preclude 
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every  British  subject  from  practicing  his  calling.  That  to  expect  British  snbjects  to  be  so 
regardless  of  their  dntj  to  ner  Majesty,  as  to  take  any  oath  of  alle^ance  to  a  foreign  govern- 
ment was  not  reasonable.  Althoagli,  daring  the  necessity  for  martial  law,  to  expect  the 
granting  of  privileges  to  those  whose  per^t  amity  had  not  been  tested  might  also  be 
regarded  as  wanting  the  force  of  reason,  while  the  refusal  of  such  privileges  would,  undoubt- 
edly, bring  upon  her  Majesty's  subjects  much  distress  and  suffering,  and  therefore  I  inquired 
of  him  whether  an  option  might  not  be  allowed  to  her  Majesty's  subjects  to  return  to  her 
Majesty's  dominions  by  (taking  passage  upon)  the  vessels  which  would  be  constantly  leav- 
ing this  port,  and  as  to  the  regulations  he  might  adopt  on  the  subject.  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  my  despatch. 

I  have  this  day  received  Colonel  Woodford's  reply,  whereby  he  consents  to  grant  papers  to 
British  subjects  who  have  done  no  act  affecting  their  neutrality,  allowing  them  to  proceed  to 
other  ports  in  the  United  States  by  vessels  leaving  this  port,  in  order  to  return  to  her  Majesty's 
dominions. 

A  copy  of  Colonel  Woodford's  reply  is  also  enclosed  herewith. 
I  have,  Ac, 


The  Secretary  of  her  Majesty's  Legation  at  Washington,  D.  C. 


H.  P.  WALKER. 


Mr.  Walker  to  Colonel  Wootfford, 

British  Consulate,  Charleston,  March  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  an  inq^uiry  of  you  in  reference  to  a  statement  made  to  me 
to-dav  by  John  Fitzgerald,  one  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects. 

This  person  informs  me  that  being  a  mariner,  and  depending  for  subsistence  upon  his  labor 
on  the  water,  he  made  an  application  for  a  license  to  fish  and  gather  oysters  ;  that  he  made 
known  the  fact  of  his  being  one  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,  but  was,  nevertheless, 
informed  that  such  license  could  not  be  granted  to  him,  unless  he  subscribed  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  If  this  is  so,  the  principle  adopted,  if  generally 
carried  out,  will  preclude  every  British  subject  from  practicing  his  calling. 

To  expect  British  subject?  to  be  so  regardless  of  tneir  duty  to  her  Majesty  as  to  take  an 
oath  of  allegianc^  to  a  foreign  government  is  not  reasonable,  although  during  the  necessity 
for  martial  law  to  expect  the  granting  of  privileges  to  those  whose  perfect  amity  may  not 
have  been  tested  may  also  be  regarded  as  wanting  the  force  of  reason ;  while,  again,  the 
refusal  of  such  privileges  will  undoubtedly  bring  upon  her  Majesty's  subjects  much  distress 
and  suffering. 

Therefore  it  is  that  with  much  regret  I  beg  to  inquire  of  you  whether  an  option  may  not 
be  allowed  to  her  Majesty's  subjects  to  return  to  her  Majesty's  dominions  by  the  vessels 
which  will  be  constantly  leaving  this  port  7  And  what  may  be  the  regulations,  if  any,  that 
you  may  think  proper  to  adopt  on  the  subject 

I  beg  to  add  that  those  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  on  whose  behalf  I  have  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress you  are  those  who  had  their  residence  in  this  section  of  the  country  anterior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  blockade,  and  who  have  been  prevented  by  it  from  removing. 
I  have,  &c.,  H.  PINCKNEY  WALKER, 

Her  Majesty's  Acting  ConsuL 

Colonel  Woodford,  United  States  Army, 


Colonel  Woodford  to  Mr,  Walker, 

Headquarters,  City  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant, 
in  which,  after  referring  to  the  matter  of  granting  trade  permits  by  the  military  authority 
now  holding  the  city  of  Charleston  under  martial  law,  you  in<}uire  of*^me  whether  her  Bri  tan- 
nic Majestjrs  subjects  may  not  be  allowed  to  return  to  her  Majesty's  dominions  by  the  vessels 
leaving  this  port. 

In  repl^,  1  would  state  that  while  no  vessels  are  leaving  here  for  British  ports,  I  can  see 
no  objection  to  granting  papers  to  British  subjects  who  have  done  no  act  affecting  their 
neutrality,  allowing  them  to  proceed  to  other  places  in  the  United  States  for  which  vessels 
may  be  leaving,  from  which  tuey  may  be  able  to  return  to  her  Majesty's  dominions,  provided 
the  granting  of  such  papers  does  not,  at  the  time,  interfere  with  tne  use  of  our  transports  for 
military  purposes. 

I  am,  &c.,  STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 

Colonel  103,  United  States  Army, 

H.  Pinckney  Walker,  8fc,,  8fc,,  8(c. 
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Mr,  Walker  to  Mr,  BurnUjf, 

British  Consulate, 

Charleston,  March  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  some  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
lequiFements  of  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  government  from  her  Majesty's 
sabjects  before  penuitin^  them  to  pursue  anv  business  whereby  tji&y  may  obtain  a  livelihood. 

This  practice  affects  all ;  no  exceptions  whatever  are  allowed ;  employment  u  even  denied 
to  the  common  laborer,  uxiless  he  can  produce  a  certificate  that  he  has  taken  the  oath.  Per- 
mission, however,  will  be  given  to  all  to  leave  the  port,  but  I  humbly  beg  of  you  to  consider 
how  very  inadequate  the  remedy  is  to  the  evil  complained  of,  by  presenting  to  vour  notice 
how  very  many  there  necessarily  must  be  whose  circumstances  will  not  admit  of  their  remov- 
ing themselves. 

From  the  registration  that  has  been  made  at  this  consulate  during  the  last  fortnight  under 
the  circumstances  mentioned  in  my  former  despatch  No.  3,  I  am  enabled  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  number  of  British  subjects  now  remaming  in  the  city.  Up  to  this  time  352  names 
have  been  registered,  and  of  these  188  are  laborers  and  draymen,  and  many  of  the  others  are 
persons  without  the  command  of  means  in  ordinary  times,  and  at  present  quite  destitute. 

I  encioite  herewith  an  analysis  of  the  register  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  occupations, 
&c,  of  several  persons  registered,  making  due  allowance  for  wives  and  children.  I  imagine 
this  British  population  may  number  as  many  as  1,500. 

H.  P.  WALKEB. 

J.  H.  Burnley,  Esq., 

^c,  8fc,f  8fc.f  at  Washington,  8fe. 

Amdjfsis  of  register  shotoing  the  occupations,  8fc,,  of  the  British  subjects  at  Charleston, 

Merchants  out  of  business 6 

Salesmen,  book-keepers,  clerks,  &,c 22 

Shoemakers 15 

Laborers  and  draymen 188 

Shopkeepers  of  air  sorts 19 

Carpenters 11 

Merchants  and  general  traders 11 

Mariners ^ 9 

Single  women 8 

Widows 13 

British  half-pay  officer 1 1 

Phj^idan 1 

Taxidermist 1 

Madiimsts,  engineers,  and  other  unenumerated  handicraftsmen 47 

Total 352 


Deposition  of  John  Fitzgerald, 

BtmsH  Consulate,  Port  of  Charleston : 

John  Fitzgerald  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  he  is  a  native  of  Ireland  ;  that  he  arrived  in 
tbe  United  btates  about  twelve  years  ago ;  that  he  is  a  mariner,  and  has  never  become  a 
dtizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  way  failed  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a  British 
nibject ;  that  he  has  a  wife  and  two  children,  and  has  supported  himself  of  late  by  running 
&  small  boat  from  Charleston  to  Mount  Pleasant,  carrying  passengers. 

Deponent  saith,  he  applied  at  the  provost  marshal* s  office  on  this  morning  (3d  of  March) 
for  a  permit  to  employ  himself  and  boat  in  oystering  and  fishing ;  that  he  was  then  directed 
to  spply  to  Colonel  Woodford  for  a  license ;  that  he  proceeded  to  Colonel  Woodford's  head- 
joarters,  and  showed  to  him  his  consular  certificate  of  nationality,  and  made  a  request  for  a 
ucense.  Colonel  Woodford  then  asked  deponent  if  he  had  been  to  the  citadel  to  take  the 
Mth  of  allegiance.  Deponent  said  he  had  not.  Colonel  Woodford  then  said  that  no  licenses 
eonld  he  granted  to  those  who  did  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

his- 
JOHN  H-  FITZGERALD. 
mark. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  March,  1365. 

H.  P.  WALKER,  H,  M,  Acting  Consul 
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Deposition  of  WiUiam  F.  Paddan, 

British  Confulate,  Cittf  of  Charleston : 

William  F.  Paddon,  of  7  Marion  street,  and  447  King  street,  Charleston,  gas-fitter,  maketh 
oath  and  saith  as  follows : 

I  have  been  engaged  for  two  or  three  years  past  in  salt-boiling,  in  connexion  with  which 
I  baye  emplojed  two  vessels  (wood-floats)  in  bringing  to  the  city  from  landings  nja  the 
river,  cord- wood ;  that  at  the  time  of  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  I  had  not  less  than  twelve  cords  of  pme  wood  stacked  in  Harrison's  and  Hamep*8 
wood-yards  on  Gadsden's  Green.  On  the  2l8t  ultimo  it  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
United  States  troops  and  a  guard  put  over  it.  On  the  24th  I  was  allowed  by  Major  Wil- 
loughby,  provost  marshal,  to  whom  I  applied  for  the  restoration  of  it,  one  load  (one-qoarter 
of  a  cord)  for  my  own  family  use.  On  Saturday,  the  4th  of  March,  I  again  applied  to  him 
for  my  wood,  and  also  for  a  pass  for  a  servant  to  go  up  the  river  for  one  of  my  wood-boats 
detained  there.  Major  Willoughby  told  me  first  to  ^o  to  Captain  Appleton,  provost  marshal 
general,  and  get  a  pass,  as  the  boat  was  beyond  thelimits  of^the  city.  On  applying  to  Cap- 
tain Appleton,  I  was  told  to  go  to  Colonel  Woodford,  the  commandant  of  the  city,  for  a  license. 
On  applying  at  Colonel  Wo^ford*s  ofiice,  his  adjutant.  Captain  Jenks,  referred  me  to  Lieu- 
tenant Haviland,  the  post  treasurer.  On  applying  to  him  he  told  me  he  could  not  give  me 
any  license  unless  I  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  made  known  that  I  was  a  British  subject, 
and  showed  him  the  papers  I  had  received  from  the  British  consulate.  He  told  me  his  oraers 
were  to  give  no  licenses  for  any  buHiness  to  any  parties  who  did  not  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  I  then  went  to  Captain  Jeoks,  and  he  said 
such  were  the  orders  that  had  been  received.  He  permitted  me  to  see  Colonel  Woodford, 
and  I  asked  him  whether  it  was  actually  necessary  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  said 
he  understood  my  position  exactly;  he  said,  if  Charleston  was  to  be  attacked  would  I  take 
up  arms  T  I  said  I  would  not.  And  be  told  me  that  he  did  not  want  any  one  to  do  business 
in  Charleston  that  would  not  fight  for  it,  and  no  one  could  do  business  that  could  not  take 
the  oath  and  fight  for  the  place.  On  leaving  be  said  be  would  be  delight^  to  give  us  passes 
to  leave  the  country.,  Mr.  George  Dowie  and  Mr.  W.  McComb,  also  British  subjects,  were 
in  company  with  me  during  the  interviews  I  had  to-day  with  Lieutenant  Haviland  and 
Colonel  Woodford. 

W.  F.  PADDON. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  6th  March,  1865. 

H.  P.  WALKER,  H,  M,  Acting  Consul. 


Depositions  of  George  Dowie  and  JFm,  McComb. 

British  Coksuiate,  Port  of  Charleston : 

Geor^  Dowie,  of  Bee  street,  druggist,  and  WiUiam  McComb,  of  No.  33  Yanderhorst  street, 
dealer  m  dry  goods,  severally  make  oath  and  say  that  they  were  present  this  morning  at 
the  interviews  had  by  W.  F.  Paddon  with  Lieutenant  Haviland  and  Colonel  Woodford,  and 
thatihis  statement  of  what  transpired,  detailed  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  is  correct 

GEO.  DOWEE. 
W.  McCOMB. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  6th  March,  1865. 

H.  P.  WALKER, 
Her  MajeHjfs  Acting  CousnL 


Mr.  Seward  io  Mr.  Burrdey. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  yoar  note  of  the  16th  of  March,  I  have  the  honor  to  say, 
that  it  would  be  useful  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  Mr.  Adderly  who  moves  the 
application  to  this  government  for  a  favor  in  behalf  of  John  Warrington  is  not, 
as  is  inferred  from  his  name»  an  enemy  to  this  govemment.^-^  ^ 
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I  do  not  see  what  would  be  gained  hj  suppressing  the  name  of  Mr.  Adderly, 
for  the  request  for  the  soldier's  discharge  would  then  be  without  such  special 
foundation  as  to  distinguish  it  from  any  similar  request  that  might  be  made  to 
discharge  any  other  British  subject  from  a  voluntary  enlistment.  It  seems  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  the  discharge  of  any  soldier  weakens  by  just  so  much  the 
national  forces  at  the  very  moment  when  the  greatest  activity  is  required  in 
the  field.  I  will,  however,  make  the  inquiry  upon  the  grounds  upon  which,  in 
your  memorandum  of  the  17th  instant,  you  rest  the  case. 

I  wish  I  could  accept  the  fact  of  Mr.  Adderly's  being  a  member  of  Parliament 
and  a  privy  councillor  as  conclusive  against  the  prejudice  that  his  name  excites. 
But  I  remember  that  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  is  a  blockade-runner,  and  so  is  the 
late  mayor  of  Hull.  Lord  Brougham,  Mr.  Lindsey,  Mr.  Roebuck,  Sir  Henry 
Houghton,  Lord  Whamcliffe,  Lord  Glanricarde  and  Lord  Campbell  are  members 
of  Parliament.  I  do  not  know  how  many  of  these  are  privy  councillors.  I  should 
hardly  suppose  that  it  would  be  expected  of  this  government  that  an  appeal  by 
either  of  them  to  the  United  States  for  a  £avor  upon  personal  grounds  would  be 
impulsively  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^r.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  March  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  state  of  Lord  Lyons's  health  having  obliged  him  to  retire  defini- 
tively from  the  post  which  he  has  held  for  the  last  six  years  as  her  Majesty's 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  the  Queen 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  now  her  Majesty's 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Pekin,  to  be  his  lordship's 
successor  in  that  character.  I  am  accordingly  instructed  to  notify  this  appoint- 
ment to  you,  and  to  say  that  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  will  be  instructed  to  repair  to 
Washington  so  soon  as  he  can  make  arrangements  for  doing  so,  and  that  her 
Majesty's  government  trust  that  the  appointment  will  be  in  every  respect  accept- 
able to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe^ent, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  March  21,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  despatch  and  of  its  en- 
closures which  I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of 
Canada,  relative  to  an  order  which  is  stated  to  have  been  issued  from  the 
Department  in  this  city,  respecting  the  mode  of  dealing  with  articles 
.  inland  from  Canada  to  the  United  States. 
feel  sure  that  you  will  take  this  matter  into  your  serious  consideration,  with 
a  view  to  arrange  on  a  firiendly  basis  a  reciprocal  trade  between  the  two  countri^j 
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in  question,  to  avoid  all  antagonistic  feelings  on  tbe  subject,  and  to  smooth  the  way 
for  the  advantages  which  it  is  hoped  may  result  from  a  remodelling  of  the  re- 
ciprocity treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Viscount  Monek  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Quebec,  March  13,  1865. 
Sm:  I  have  the  hoDor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  bj  the  managing 
director  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  and  an  order  which  it  is  stated  has  been 
issued  from  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  respecting  the  mode  of  dealing  with 
articles  exported  inland  from  Canada  to  the  Unit^  States. 

It  is  erident  that  the  requisitions  referred  to  in  the  order  from  the  Treasury  Department  will, 
if  enforced,  very  seriously  interfere  with  tbe  trade  between  the  two  countries. 

I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  brin^  this  subject  before  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  with  the  view  ot  ascertaining  whether  some  such  arrangement  as 
that  suggested  by  Mr.  Bridges  might  not  be  foimd  effectual  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue 
of  tJie  United  States,  without  seriously  impeding  the  course  of  trade. 
I  have,  &c, 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^c,  8fc.,  8fc 


Mr,  Bridges  to  Viscount  Monck, 

Grand  Trunk  Railway  op  Canada, 
Managing  Director's  Office  at  Qitebec^  March  9,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  the  interview  which  I  had  with  you  upon  the  subject  of  the  orders 
lately  Issued  from  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  I  now  beg  to  enclose  copy  of 
communication  addressed  to  the  collectors  at  the  different  ports  of  entry  of  the  United  States 
where  the  different  railway  lines  cross  the  frontier  from  Canada  into  the  States. 

This  order,  if  intended  to  be  enforced  strictly,  will  have  the  effect  of  entirely  stopping  the 
flow  of  trade  between  the  two  countries,  and  will  in  effect  put  an  end  to  the  reciprocity  treaty 
before  it  expires  under  the  notice  which  is  to  be  given  for  its  termination.  I  have  certainly 
myself  not  heard  of  any  such  threats  as  are  referred  to  in  the  first  clause  of  Mr.  Sargeant's 
letter,  and  I  think  it  could  hardly  have  occurred  that  any  such  threats  could  have  been  made 
without  its  having  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  railway  authorities. 

Thq  act  of  Congress  to  wmch  Mr.  Sargeant  refers  enacts,  first,  that  all  vessels,  cars,  or 
other  envelopes  (as  the  act  expresses  it)  snail  be  unloaded  at  the  first  port  of  entry  aiPler 
arrival  in  the  United  States,  and  if  upon  examination  by  customs  authorities  found  to  be  cor- 
rect, allowed  to  proceed  to  their  destmation. 

The  second  clause  of  the  act  appears  to  be  intended  as  an  alternative  to  this  arrangement, 
and  enacts  that  upon  goods  being  put  into  a  car  at  the  place  of  export,  it  may,  upon  being 
sealed  by  a  consul  and  accompanied  by  his  certificate  in  triplicate,  pass  the  frontiers  and  pro- 
ceed to  its  destination  without  being  unloaded  or  disturbed. 

The  latter  regulation,  if  attempted  to  be  carri^  out,  would  in  practice  prevent  almost  com- 
pletely the  transport  of  goods  or  produce  grown  in  Canada  into  the  United  States  under  the 
terms  of  the  reciprocity  treaty.  The  reason  of  this  will  be  at  once  apparent  when  I  state 
that  freight  of  various  kinds  is  shipped  from  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  stations  in  Canada, 
and  that  thete  are  only  twelve  consuls  appointed  by  the  United  States  government ;  such 
consuls,  of  course,  being  located  in  the  pnncipal  cities  and  prominent  points  and  the  different 
stations  upon  the  lines  of  railway  being  scattered  through  the  country,  and  many  of  them  at 
considerable  distances  from  the  residence  of  the  consids.  This  applies  with  considerable 
force  to  the  district  of  country  lying  east  of  Montreal.  There  is  a  consul  now  at  Quebec, 
and  one  lately  appointed  at  Coaticoak,  near  the  boundarv,  but  between  Montreal  and  Rivi^ 
du  Loup.  There  are  some  forty  stations,  from  all  of  which  at  the  present  time  grain  pur- 
chased by  American  buyers  is  being  sent  to  Portland,  and  much  of  it  going  to  Fortress  Mon- 
roe and  other  places  for  the  use  of  the  American  army. 

If  the  United  States  government  insist  upon  every  car-load  of  this  grain  being  inspected 
before  it  is  allowed  to  leave  a  station  by  the  consul,  and  sealed  by  him,  and  his  certificato 
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giTen  that  it  is  the  growth  and  produce  of  Canada,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  existing  consular 
machinery  is  entirely  inadequate  to  enable  such  regulations  to  be  carried  into  effecti  and  of 
course,  therefore,  the  onlj  result  must  be  that  the  traffic  will  be  entirely  stopped. 

I  have  pointed  out  the  mode  in  which  this  matter  will  operate,  in  order  that  your  lordship, 
if  you  thmk  it  desirable,  may  communicate  with  the  embassy  at  Washington,  for  the  pur- 
»  of  haring  the  matter  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 


I  need  not  say  that  although  this  matter  is  one  of  Importance  to  the  railway  interests  of  the 
countrj,  it  is  equally  so  to  the  producing  classes,  who,  on  the  faith  of  the  terms  of  the  recipro- 
city treaty,  have  entered  largely  into  the  growth  of  articles  which  under  that  treaty  can  be 
forwarded  to  the  United  States.  It  is  also,  of  course,  important  to  the  interests  of  Americans 
themselves,  who  I  suppose,  from  the  impossibility  of  getting  the  supplies  they  want  in  their 
own  country,  come  to  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  securing  that  which  they  find  necessary  to 
get  for  their  own  internal  consumption. 

If  I  might  make  a  suggestion,  I  think  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  would,  upon 
examination,  find  that  the  plan  which  has  been  in  general  adoption  for  some  time  back  would 
meet  the  necessity  of  the  case,  as  far  as  customs  requirements  are  concerned,  and  would  not 
at  the  same  time  interfere  with  the  flow  of  trade.  The  plan  I  propose  would  be  that  consuls 
should  be  appointed  at  the  frontier  ports  where  the  lines  of  railway  pass  from  Canada  into  the 
United  States ;  that  they  should  be  authorized  to  seal  cars  upon  arrival  there,  (the  cars,  of 
eouiBe,  having  been  locKed  during  their  journey  to  the  firontier  port,)  and  the  contents  of  the 
car  being  vouched  for  by  affidavit,  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  of  whom,  of  course, 
there  are  plenty  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  one  of  the  railway  stations  in  the  country. 

An  affidavit  of  this  kind,  sworn  to  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  would  be  evidence  to  the 
consul  at  the  frontier  that  the  produce  of  the  car  was  the  growth  of  Canada,  and  entitled  to 
pass  into  the  United  States  under  the  terms  of  the  reciprocity  treaty. 

I  don't,  of  course,  make  these  remarks  with  any  other  intention  than  as  a  mere  suggestion, 
which  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  would,  I  think,  find  ample  security  against  all 
possibility  of  difficulty.  And  if  your  lordship  thinks  the  sug^stion  is  one  which  would  be 
likely  to  be  acceptable,  it  could,  I  am  quite  satisfied,  be  earned  out  without  any  difficulty 
whalsoeyer. 

If  your  lordship  will  be  good  enough  to  make  a  representation  to  Wasliington  on  the  sub- 
ject, we  shall  at  any  rate  be  enabled  to  understand  precisely  the  position  in  which  matters  or 
trade  are  hereafter  to  stand,  and  whilst  begging  it  to  be  understood  that  I  do  not  make  this 
communication  in  any  spirit  of  complaint,  at  me  same  time  desire  to  know  exactly  the  foot- 
ing upon  which  matters  of  trade  regulations  are  to  stand  for  the  future.  It  is  of  course  unneces- 
sary to  remind  your  lordship  that  smuggling,  if  it  takes  place  at  all  from  Canada  into  the 
United  States,  would  not  take  the  great  lines  of  travel,  such  as  railways,  but  would  seek  a 
less  conspicuous  mode  of  entrance  into  the  United  States.  The  history  of  smuggling,  I  be- 
lieve, shows  that  it  is  carried  on  in  the  most  secret  way  possible,  and  certainly  not  attempted 
to  be  carried  on  at  points  where  there  are  a  large  stafi*  of  custom-house  officers  ready  to  see 
thai  nothing  contraband  passes  there. 

T  liA'yA     Siljt* 

C    BRIDGES,  Managing  Director. 
His  Excellency  Viscount  Monck. 


[Enclosure.] 

Treasury  Department, 
Offi.ec  of  Commissioner  of  Customs^  February  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  the  State  Department  has  received  information  from  several  of  our 
consuls  in  Canada  that  violent  opposition  is  made  by  Canadians  against  the  carrying  into 
execution  the  2d  and  3d  sections  of  the  smuggling  acts,  and  that  threats  even  have  been 
made,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  act  being  carried  out  by  our  consuls. 

These  sections  of  the  act  alluded  to  were  intended  to  relieve  owners  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  vessels,  cars,  &c,  from  the  burden  of  having  such  vessels,  cars,  &c.,  unloaded 
and  examined  at  the  first  stopping-place  after  entering  the  United  States,  and  I  have  now  to 
instruct  you  to  carry  the  1st  secuon  of  the  smuggling  act  into  full  and  vigorous  effect  in  all 


If  the  people  of  Canada  choose  to  quarrel  with  the  remedial  portion  of  the  act,  they  may 
try  the  other  portion  awhile. 
Yoa  will  hereafter  enforce  the  law  strictly. 

N.  SARGENT,  Commissioner, 

P.  S. — ^It  will  be  advisable,  probably,  to  give  the  railroad  companies  reasonable  notice  of 
this  order  before  enforcing  it. 

N.  S. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  Have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Slat 
instant,  informing  me  that  you  were  willing  to  make  inquiries  about  Warrington, 
as  suggested  in  my  memorandum  of  the  17  th  instant. 

I  think  it  perhaps  right  to  mention  here  what  may  have  escaped  you,  that 
the  spelling  of  the  two  names  is  different.  The  member  of  the  Nassau  firma 
spells  hie  name  Adderly,  without  an  e  at  the  end,  whilst  the  gentleman  alluded 
to  in  my  note  spells  his  name  Adderlcy,  with  an  e.  This  may  have  given  rise 
to  the  mistake,  and  induced  you  to  believe  that  they  were  one  and  the  same 
person. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc.^  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  7th  instant,  acquainting  me,  at  the  instance  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada, 
with  the  sale  of  the  vessels  Almandares  and  Pinero,  the  former  to  Spanish  sub- 
jects at  Havana,  and  the  latter  to  a  gentleman  in  Montreal,  and  to  request  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  cause  my  thanks  to  be  conveyed  to  the  governor 
general  for  the  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Bornley,  Esq.,  Ifc.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

.  Washington,  March  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  20th  instant,  inviting  my  attention  to  the  inconvenience  occasioned  to  British 
subjects  domiciled  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  by  the  conduct  of  Colonel 
Woodford,  in  requiring  all  persons  who  wish  to  remain  in  that  city  to  comply 
with  certain  regulations,  and  to  inform  you  that,  as  Charleston  has  been  re- 
claimed by  the  military  forces  of  the  government,  it  is  desirable  to  hold  it  by  a 
force  as  small  as  possible,  so  as  not  to  weaken  the  armies  in  the  field.  The 
government  does  not  think  it  unreasonable  to  insist  that  neutrals  as  well  aa 
enemies  should  retire  frum  it,  and  leave  there  only  those  who,  if  requiied,  will 
light  to  defend  their  homes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
Bfirvant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bundey. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WashingtoHf  March  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  18th 
instant,  which  is  accompanied  bj  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  an 
extract  of  an  anterior  statement  addressed  to  you  by  Gaptain  Scanlon,  which 
70U  desire  to  be  considered  in  connexion  with  his  case  already  submitted  to  the 
Tieasury  Department  for  investigation.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  a  copy  of  that  note  and  of  its  accompaniments  has  been  placed  before  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  for  such  disposition  as  you  have  indicated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HoMB  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  8fc.y  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Watkingtoih  March  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2lst 
mstant,  informing  me  that  Lord  Lyons's  health  having  obliged  him  to  retire  defi- 
nitively from  the  post  which  he  has  held  for  the  last  six  years  as  her  Majesty's 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  the  Queen 
bas  been  graciously  pleased  to  appoint  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  now  her  Majesty's 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Pekin,  to  be  his  lord- 
eLip's  successor  in  that  character ;  that  you  are  instructed  to  notify  this  appoint- 
ment to  me,  and  to  say  that  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  will  be  instructed  to  repair  to 
Washington  so  soon  as  he  can  make  arrangements  for  so  doing,  and  that  her 
Majesty's  government  trust  that  the  appointment  will  be  in  every  way  accepta- 
ble to  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  before  your  note  was  received  Mr. 
Adams  nad  already  informed  us  of  the  appointment,  and  that  he  had  been  in- 
structed to  express  to  Earl  Bussell  the  regret  of  this  government  for  the  retire- 
ment of  Lord  Lyons,  and  our  satisfaction  with  the  appointment  of  Sir  Frederick 
Brace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  su,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HcHB  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  Sfc.f  8fc.f  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  11th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the 
fieheiy  eonunisaion,  organized  under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  5th  of 

8d  c  ♦  r^  T 
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Jtme,  1854, 1  am  informed  by  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  for* 
eign  affairs  that  his  lordship  has  instructed  Mr.  Home  to  report  how  soon  it 
will  he  possible  for  him  and  his  United  States  colleague  to  dose  this  commission 
as  established  by  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^r.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Bundey  to  Mr,  Sttoard. 

WashingtOxN,  March  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  communicated  1o  Earl  Russell  a  copy  of  your  note  of  the  8th  ultimo, 
relative  to  a  reported  organization  at  Gape  Vincent,  with  a  view  to  a  marauding 
expedition  upon  Canadian  territory,  and  I  am  now  instructed  by  his  lordship  to 
convey  to  you  the  thanks  of  her  Majesty's  government  for  the  information  con- 
tained in  that  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  March  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2l8t 
'  instant,  requesting  me  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the  effects  produced  by 
a  recent  order  alleged  to  have  been  issued  from  the  Treasury  Department  rela- 
tive to  the  conduct  of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  to  in- 
form you  that  it  will  occupy  my  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
Tant» 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HuMB  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  26th 
instant,  informing  me  that  Mr.  Home  had  been  instructed  to  report  to  her  Maj- 
esiyB  government  how  soon  it  would  be  possible  for  him  and  his  colleague  from 
the  government  to  close  the  fishery  commission  as  established  by  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hums  Burnlby,  Esq.,  ^r.,  Sfc.,  ^.  ^  , 
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Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washingtfmi  March  29,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  27th 
instant,  announcing  to  me  that  you  had  communicated  to  Earl  Rudsell  a  copy 
of  my  note  of  the  8th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  reported  organization  at  Gape  Yin- 
cent  for  the  purpose  of  marauding  upon  Canadian  territory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. 


J.  HcME  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  8fc,t  ffc.,  ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  14th  of  January,  and  to  my  reply  of 
the  17th  of  January,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  Sea  King,  or  Shenandoah, 
and  also  to  your  note  of  the  14th  of  February,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the 
Ajaxy  a  copy  of  which  latter  note  I  communicated  to  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
Bermuda,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have 
received  j&om  hb  excellency.    ■ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

F.  0.  ADAMS, 
For  Mr.  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Hawley  to  Mr.  Sumlejf. 

Bermuda,  March  14,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatches  from  you  dated  the  17th 
of  Januarj,  1865,  and  the  16th  of  Febraary,  1865,  both  wita  enclosures  from,  the  State  De- 
wrtmcDt  at  Washington,  and  both  warning  me  of  suspected  intentions  on  the  part  of  the 
von£ederate  States  to  use  British  ports  for  l^Uigerent  purposes. 

In  reply,  I  can  only  state  that  every  viffilance  will  be  used  to  prevent  or  punish  a  breach  of 
the  law  should  it  be  attempted  or  take  place.  Without  convincing  evidence  it  is  of  course 
impossible  to  set  the  law  iu  action,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  must  be  aware 
that  the  information  furnished  me,  through  you,  even  if  it  could  be  substantiated  here,,  is  not 
of  such  a  chancter  a^  would  justify  legal  interference. 
I  have,  Slg 

W.  G.  HAWLEY. 

J.  H.  BURHLET,  Esq.,  ifC,f  IfC,  iffi. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washin^toi*,  April  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  I  have  received  from  her  M^geaty's  consul  at  New  York,  relative  to  the 
hnpiaonment  of  Emest  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  who  appear  to  be  British 
subjects. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  so  fully  stated  in  this  despatch,  that  I  have  little  to 
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add  to  its  contents. 
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I  wish,  however,  to  draw  your  attention  at  the  present  moment  to  two  points. 
In  the  first  place,  although  these  men  own  that  thej  served  on  hoard  of  a  ship 
which  did  indeed  convey  arms  and  ammunition  to  a  vessel  under  Danish  colors, 
which  appears  to  have  been  fitted  out  for  hostile  acts  against  the  United  States, 
they  declare  that  they  shipped  for  an  ordinary  voyage  to  the  West  Indies ;  ihat 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  intention  to  employ  the  City  of  Richmond  in  the  man- 
ner above  mentioned;  and  that  when,  on  passing  the  island  of  Ushant,  they  first 
became  aware  of  the  change  of  destination  of  the  vessel,  they  could  not,  without 
being  guilty  of  mutiny,  resist  the  orders  of  the  captain. 

In  toe  second  place,  with  regard  to  the  alleged  conduct  of  the  United  States 
consul  at  Nassau,  the  men  declare  that  this  gentleman,  instead  of  granting  pass- 
ports to  them,  indorsed  on  the  back  of  their  discharges  fix)m  the  City  of  Rich- 
mond, certificates  which  he  assured  them  would  serve  as  passports,  and  would 
entitle  them  to  return  (o  England  through  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was 
upon  the  faith  of  the  assurance  of  this  United  States  official  that  they  were  in- 
duced to  come  to  New  York  on  their  way  to  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  of 
the  precise  grounds  upon  which  Pratt  and  Oreen  are  detained  as  prisoners,  and 
of  the  nature  of  the  evidence  against  them. 

At  the  same  time  I  beg  that,  if  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  detaining 
them,  they  may  now  be  discharged,  on  condition  of  their  pursuing  their  voyage 
to  England  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

*     J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  S^, 


Mr.  Archibald  to  Mr.  Bunde^. 

BRmsH  Consulate, 

New  York,  March  27 ,  1866. 

Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  von  tbat  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  two  Brit- 
ish subjects,  who  arrived  at  this  port  from  Nassau  by  the  Corsica,  were  arrested  on  board  that 
vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  18tn  instant,  bj  the  revenue  officers,  for  not  having  sufficient 
passports,  and  were  Drought  to  General  Dix*s  headquarters,  and  from  thence  sent  to  the 
county  jail,  where  thev  are  now  detained. 

On  Monday,  the  20th,  I  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Pratt,  requesting  an  interview ; 
and  after  communicating  with  the  United  States  marshal,  and  subsequently  with  General 
Dix,  who  applied  by  telegraph  to  Washington  for  instructions,  I  was  finally  permitted  to 
have  an  interview  with  the  prisoners  this  morning  at  (General  Dix's  headquarters,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Major  Ludlow,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  any 
such  interview  should  take  place  in  the  presence  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

Gtoeral  Dix  had  communicated  to  me  on  Wednesday  last  that  the  examination  of  the  pris- 
oners presented  an  aggravated  case  of  violation  of  neutrality;  and  M^or  Ludlow  this  morn- 
ing showed  me  a  copy  of  his  report  on  the  case,  from  which,  and  from  questions  put  by  me  to 
the  prisoners,  I  elicited  the  following  ficUi 

Ernest  W.  Pratt,  a  native  of  London,  a^  25  years,  and  Robert  Green,  a  native  of  North- 
ampton, aged  29  years,  both  British  subjects,  were,  the  former  chief  officer  and  the  latter 
chief  steward  of  the  steamship  City  of  Richmond,  of  London,  which  vessel  cleared  from 
London  on  the  3d  of  January  last,  with  provisions  and  coals,  dropped  down  the  river  to 
Greenhithe,  and  there  took  on  board  between  sixty  and  seventy  passengers,  and  a  number  of 
cases  believed  to  have  contained  small-arms,  together  with  about  150  barrels  ot  gunpowder. 
The  steamer  then  proceeded  to  a  place  about  five  miles  distant  firom  Belle  Isle,  where  she  fell 
in  with  the  ram  Ofinde,  then  under  Danish  colors ;  the  passengers  taken  on  board  at  Green- 
hithe, who  are  said  to  have  been  officers  and  seamen,  were  transferred  to  the  Olhade,  with  the 
cases  and  ammunition  taken  on  board  at  Greenhithe. 

The  City  of  Richmond  then  proceeded  to  Bermuda,  remained  a  week  there  for  some  refit- 
ting, and  went  to  Nassau,  where  the  officers  and  crew  were  discharged  and  paid  off-— the  tss- 
sel  l)eing  placed,  as  it  is  asserted,  under  the  command  of  a  fresh  master  appointed  to  her  by 
one  Ccanshaw,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  belonging  to  one  of  the  insurrectionary  States, 
who,  it  is  said,  was  the  real  owner  of  the  City  of  Richmond  all  the  while,  although  she  was 
nominally  registered  as  a  British  vessel. 
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Hie  offieen  and  crew  of  the  City  of  Riolittond  were  refiplarly  shipped  in  London  for  a 
Tojage  to  Bemmda  and  West  Indies,  or  anj  port  of  British  North  America — the  voyage  not 
to  exceed  four  months.  On  being  discharged  at  Nassau  thev  insisted  on,  and  after  some  dif- 
fieoltr  and  dispute  with  the  agents  of  tne  owners  succeeded  in  obtaining,  payment  for  the 
stipolated  time  of  four  months.  Begular  written  discharges  were  issued  to  them,  and  Pratt, 
tke  chief  officer,  and  Qreen,  the  steward,  having  determined  to  return  to  England  by  way  of 
New  York,  wentjto  the  United  States  consul  at  N'assau  to  obtain  passports.  The  consul,  in- 
stead of  granting  passports,  indorsed  on  the  back  of  their  discharges  from  the  City  of  Rich- 
mond a  certificate  which  he  assured  them  would  serve  for  a  passport,  and  would  entitle  them 
to  pass  through  the  United  States  to  England.  They  relied  on  this  assurance  and  came  on 
to  New  York. 

The  case  of  these  prisoners  is  peculiar.  That  they  served  on  board  a  vessel  which  con- 
veyed arms  and  ammunition,  as  well  as  men,  to  a  vessel  which  is  reported  to  have  been  fitted 
oat  and  intended  to  be  used  hostilely  towards  the  United  States,  is  admitted  bv  themselves. 
AU  that  is  known  of  their  connexion  with  the  transaction  has  been  gathered  nrom  their  ex- 
amination^  unless,  indeed,  the  United  -States  consul  at  Nassau  may  have  communicated  to 
hisgoremment  information  on  the  subject. 

Tne  answer  which  both  Pratt  and  Green  make  to  the  charge  of  a  breach  of  neutrality  is, 
that  they  shipped  for  an  ordinary  voyage  to  the  West  Indies ;  that  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
intention  to  employ  the  City  of  Richmond  in  any  illegal  voyage;  i&Bi  they  believed  they 
were  to  bring  to  Bermuda  and  Nassau  the  passengers  and  efiects  shipped  at  Greenhithe,  and 
that  it  was  not  until  after  the  City  of  Richmond  bad  passed  the  island  of  UshaLt  that  they 
were  aware  of  the  change  of  destmation ;  and  that  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  resist  or  pre- 
vent Uie  commander  firom  navigating  the  ship  in  whatever  direction  he  thought  fit,  and  trans- 
sklDping  the  men  and  munitions  of  war  on  board  the  Olinde. 

They  complain  also,  and  with  some  reason,  that  a  passport,  or  what  was  intended  to  serve 
as  a  passport,  should  have  been  granted  to  them  by  tne  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  ap- 
parently only  to  serve  as  the  means  of  entrapping  them  on  their  arrival  here,  and  allege  that 
Isd  they  felt  they  were  liable  for  the  acts  of  others  over  whom  they  had  no  control,  they  would 
never  have  presumed  to  return  to  England  by  way  of  the  United  States.  In  Major  Ludlow*s 
leport  it  is  stated  (as  reported  to  hfm)  that  Fratt  and  Green  secreted  themselves  on  the  Cor- 
sica's amval  here.  They  both  most  positively  deny  the  truth  of  this  statement.  Pratt  states 
that  he  was  arrested  at  6  o'clock  in  tne  morning,  while  he  was  in  his  berth  in  ^he  captain's 
cabin,  where  be  had  slept  all  the  way  from  Nassau;  and  Green  denies  that  he  was  in  any 
mannCT  secreted,  or  that  he  intended  to  secrete  himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foregoing  statement  of  circumstances  for  your  consideration, 
and  for  such  action  thereon  as  you  ma^  think  proper.  Her  Majesty's  government,  I  am  well 
aHured,  would  in  no  manner  aiSbrd  its  protection  to  parties  who  had  committed  a  wilful 
breach  of  neutrality.  In  this  case,  however,  the  evidence,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  consists  of 
the  statements  of  the  prisoners  themselves,  who  assert  that,  so  far  as  thepr  are  considered  to 
be  implicated,  they  were  involuntary  agents;  that  they  were  engaged  for  and  sailed  on  a 
lawful  voyage,  and  were  unable,  wiuout  being  guilty  of  mutiny,  to  resist  the  orders  of  the 
commandBr  of  the  ship. 
I  have,  d&c, 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

J.  H.  BURNLET,  Esq.,  8fe,,  Sfc^  8fc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  3, 1865. 
My  Dbar'Sir  :  Viscoiint  Monck  infonns  me  by  telegraph  that  the  Canadian 
comts  had  decided  that  the  St.  Albans  raiders  could  not  oe  surrendered,  and 
tbej  were  consequently  discharged. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  governor  general  directed  their  immediate  re- 
anest  on  a  charge  of  violating  the  Queen's  neutrality. 

Believe  me  to  remaui,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon..  William  H.  SbwaKd,  ^j.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  communicated  to  the  ^vemor  general  of  Canada  copies  of  your  note 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  and  of  its  enclosure,  relative  to  the  information  conveyed  by 
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Mr.  ,  with  respect  to  raids  which  are  alleged  to  be  projected  from 

Canada  into  the  Unitea  States,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copj  of 
his  excellency's  replj,  stating  that  that  information  had  been  already  commoni- 
cated  to  the  Canadian  government. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Viscount  Month  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Quebec,  March  28,  1865. 

Sot :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledg^e  the  receipt  of  joor  despatch  of  the  22d  instant, 

and  its  enclosures,  containing  information  eiven  by  Mr. ,  of  — ,  Canada  Weet, 

relative  to  alleged  projected  raids  from  Canada  into  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  information  contained  in  Mr. *8  letters  had 

abready  been  communicated  to  the  Canadian  fi^vemment,  and  that  a  special  agent  had  been 
sent  to  Ampr^or  to  investigate  the  truth  of  his  statements. 

I  have  not  yet  received  his  report,  but  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  it  to  you  should  any 

grounds  appear  to  exist  for  attaching  credit  to  Mr. *8  allegations. 

I  have,  &c., 

MONCE. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  Sfc,  Sfc,  8fc, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  Since  I  bad  the  lionor  of  addressing  joa  on  the  27th  of  February,  re- 
Bpectmg  that  portion  of  the  cotton  captured  at  Savannah  which  is  said  to  be 
the  property  of  British  subjects,  her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their 
consideration  the  farther  correspondence  which  has  been  forwarded  to  them  from 
time  to  time,  and  now  instruct  me  to  express  to  you  their  confident  hope  that 
no  obstacle  will  be  interposed  to  prevent  her  Majesty's  subjects  from  establishing 
their  just  claims  to  their  own  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highes^oonsideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUKNLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ijfc.,  4^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtant  April  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, and  of  its  accompaniment,  relative  to  the  information  received  from  Mr. 

respecting  the  raids  intended  to  be  made  from  Canada  into  the 

United  States.     I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada 
an  expression  of  my  appreciation  of  his  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  aer- . 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  r^  T 
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Mr.  Burnley  te  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  AprU  7,  1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  note  which  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me  on  the  14th  of  March,  relative  to  the  position  of  the  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax,  in  which  yon  advert  to  the  alleged  support  j^ven  to  the  so-called 
confederate  cruisers  bj  the  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,.  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
cloae  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  lieutenant  governs 
of  Nova  Scotia,  bearing  on  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  4^.,  S^c.,  Sfc. 


LiemUnmiU  Oovemar  MaedanM  to  Mr.  BunUjf. 

Ck>VERNiiEirr  House,  Haufaz,  Kova  Scotia, 

March  29,  1665. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  jonrs  of  the  16th  March,  covering  a 
commanication  from  Mr.  Seward,  of  the  1 4th  instant,  addressed  to  joa  on  the  position  of  the 
UoHed  States  consul  at  Halifiiz. 

Whateyer  be  the  usage  of  the  United  States  ffoverament,  1  was  not  aware  that  anj  prac- 
tice existing  here,  or  in  any  other  colon  j,  precluded  oonscds  of  foreign  powers  from  commn- 
nicatinff  through  the  provincial  secretary  with  her  Mf^'esty*8  representative.  On  the  contrary, 
it  has  always  been  supposed  that  a  principal  object  in  stationing  consuls  in  foreign  possessions 
was  to  facilitate  and  insure  speedy  and  correct  means  of  communication,  in  the  absence  of 
any  higher  diplomatic  officer,  oetween  the  local  authorities  and  consular  representatives  of 
ioimgn  powers  in  matters  wherein  the  latter  might  be  locally  interested. 

I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Seward  recognizes  the  just  neutrality  which  I  have  hitherto 
maintained,  but  regret  his  observations  on  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  this  province  and  the 
citizens  of  Halifax.  I  cannot  suppose  Mr.  Seward  seriously  to  suggest  that  this  government 
can  pvevent  its  post  offices  being  used  for  the  transmission  of  letters  from  Richmond  or  any 
other  place,  any  more  than  I  can  suppose  that  he  expects  the  executive  here  to  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  neutral  citizens  to  clear  from  the  port  or  Halifax  with  such  cargoes  as  they  may 
think  most  profitable.  Their  right  to  do  so  was  affirmed  by  the  greatest  legal  authorities  in 
the  United  States,  and  does  not  override  the  right  of  United  States  cmiseis  to  seize  them  if 
attempting  to  break  a  legitimate  blockade. 

5.  If  on  reconsideration  by  the  great  powers  of  such  conflicting  rights  any  alteration  in  ex- 
isting international  usages  be  agreed  to,  and  I  be  instructed  accordingly,  Mr.  Seward  may 
rely  on  my  giving  a  heurty  and  complete  effect  thereto.  In  the  mean  time  I  can  assure  Mr. 
Seward  ioMt  Halifax  is  not  a  rendezvous  for  **  piratical  cruisers**  engaged  in  destroying  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  on  the  high  seas,  and  no  officer  of  the  Queen  has  any  sympathy 
with  pirates,  or  could  retain  his  office  a  day  if  he  countenanced  Ihem.  Mr.  Seward  cannot 
but  know  that  this  government  must  deal  with  belligerent  cruisers  of  the  southern  States  as 
they  are  dealt  with  by  his  own  government— that  is,  as  being  completely  protected  from 
treatment  as  pirates  by  the  commbsions  of  their  commanders^  m  the  same  way  as  southern 
generals  cmd  officers  are,  for  the  same  reason,  treated  by  Mr.  Seward's  government— not  as 
banditti,  but  as  regular  combatants. 

6.  It  is  very  imfortunate,  therefore,  that  prejudices  arising  firom  imperfect  information 
should  encourage  the  adoption  of  measures  by  the  United  States  government  unfavorable  to 
the  trade  and  intercourse  of  Nova  Scotia  with  a  kindred  race  whose  enterprise  and  conamer- 
cial  spirit,  no  less  than  their  geographical  position,  constitute  them  our  most  natural  friends 
and  most  valuable  neighbors,  iregret  it  toe  more,  as  no  action  of  this  government  can  pos- 
sibly change  the  unquestioned  neutral  right  which  international  usage  has  established. 

7  It  is  clear,  however,  that  Mr.  Seward  is  not  well  informed  as  to  the  general  feeling 
here;  and  it  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  fact  that,  except  for  a  trade,  le^timate  according  to 
the  practice  of  United  States  citizens  and  the  decisions  of  their  courts,  this  port  is  resorted  to 
by  any  sympathisers  with  the  Confederate  States,  or  that  the  latter  procure  here  either  arms 
or  other  munitions  of  war. 

8.  If  I  bad  been  clothed  twice  over  with  all  the  extraordinary  powers  recently  given  to  the 
governor  general,  which  Mr.  Seward  so  highly  approves,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  case, 
since  my  arrival  here  last  June,  in  which  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  exert  them. 

9.  My  only  reason  for  adverting  to  these  subjects  is,  that  Mr.  Seward  apparently  assumes 

uigiLizea  uy  'v.j  v^v-/pc  in^ 
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in  his  commimication  to  yon  that  this  mTemment  is  aware  of  much  hostility  to  the  United 
States  existing  here,  and  of  diroet  aid  nequenCiy  given  to  enemies  of  the  United  States  by 
NoTa  Scotiaiis.  I  am,  therefore,  unwilling  to  appear  by  my  silence  to  admit  the  correctness 
of  snch  views.  On  the  contrary,  I  feel  assured  that  Mr.  Seward  will  rejoice  at  finding  reason- 
able grounds  for  modifying  opinions  prejudicial  to  the  common  interests  both  of  the  United 
States  and  this  province. 
I  have,  &c, 

B.  a.  MACDONELL. 
J.  Hume  Burnlet,  Esq. 


JUr:  F.  W.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

WoihingUm,  April  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jonr  communication  of 
the  3d  instant,  in  regard  to  the  detention  at  New  York  of  Ernest  W.  Pratt,  late 
the  first  officer,  and  Robert  Qreen,  the  chief  steward  of  the  steamship  Oitj  of 
Bichmond,  which  cleared  from  the  port  of  London  on  the  3d  of  January  last, 
and  near  Belle  Isle  transferred  to  the  insurgent  iron-clad  vessel  Stonewall,  alias 
Olinde,  alias  Stoerkodder,  between  sixty  and  seventy  men,  a  number  of  cases 
said  to  have  contained  small-arms,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  gun- 
powder. In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  has  been 
referred  to  the  oecretaiT  of  War  for  investigation  and  report,  and  I  have  written 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Nassau,  whose  despatches  heretofore  re- 
ceived furnish  no  information  in  regard  to  the  indorsements  said  to  have  been 
made  by  him  in  the  dischaige  papers  of  Pratt  and  Green* 

When  replies  shall  have  been  received  to  these  letters,  the  claims  of  the  men 
to  be  released  from  custody  will  be  taken  into  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  r^ard,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
By  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
J.  HuMK  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.p  ifc. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbfartmbnt  of  Stats, 

Washington,  April  8,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  llie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  1st 
instant,  which  is  accompatiied  by  a  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  you  by  his 
excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  in  response  to  the  warnings  of 
designs  of  the  insurgents  contemplating  violations  of  the  neutrality  of  British 
ports,  contained  in  my  eommunieadons  to  you  of  the  14th  of  January  and  14th 
of  February  last,  in  regard,  respectively,  to  the  movements  of  the  Ajax  and  tiie 
Shenandoah,  or  Sea  EJng. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
By  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
J.  HuMB  BuRNLBY,  Esq.,  ^.,  fy:.,  ifc.  n  \ 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  BmrnUy. 

Dbpaktmbnt  of  State, 

WaMhingttm^  April  8,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  note  of  the  5th 
instsnty  m  which,  in  conformity  with  UMtmctionB  jou  have  reodved  &om  her 
ICajesty's^  government,  yon  express  a  hope  that  no  obstede  will  be  interposed 
to  prerent  British  subjects  ftom  establishing  their  just  claim  to  that  portion  of 
the  cotton  captured  at  Savannah  alleged  to  be  their  propeitj.  In  replj,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that,  so  fiar  from  desiring  any  interposition  of  the  character 
referred  to,  the  United  States  government  nas  sought  to  give  to  all  such  claims 
as  full  a  hearing  and  as  just  a  consideration  as,  under  similar  circumstances,  they 
would  expect  to  be  accorded  to  like  ek^M  of  its  own  citizens. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
By  F.  W.  SEWARD, 


J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Aitistant  Secretary. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

WA8»iNaT0N»  April  10, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  my  arrivtJ  at  Washington,  charged 
with  a  letter  from  her  Britannic  Majesty,  accrediting  me  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  her  Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary. 
«  «  ♦  •  ♦^  « 

And  I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  take  the  oiders  of  the  President 
with  reference  to  granting  me  an  audience,  at  which  I  may  have  the  honor  of 
ddivering  to  him  the  royal  letter  in  original. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  your  late  accident,  which  I  sincerely  regret,  may  not  deprive 
me  for  any  lengthened  period  of  the  satisfaction  of  entering  into  personal  com- 
munication with  yoursel£ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Srward,  Sgc.,  Sfc.,  8gc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Drpartment  of  Statb, 

Wathington,  April  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  ereat  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  of  events  not 
less  afflicting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  than  distressing  to  my  own 
feelings  and  the  feelings  of  all  those  connected  with  the  government.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  was  shot  with  a  pistol  last  night,  while  attending 
a  theatre  in  this  city,  and  expired  this  morning  from  the  effect  of  the  wound. 

At  about  the  same  time,  an  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  the  Secretary  of 
State,  which,  though  it  fortunately  failed,  left  him  severely,  but  it  is  hoped  not 
dangerously  wounded,  with  a  knife  or  dagger.  ^  I 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  was  also  stmck  on  the  head  with  a  heavj  weapon,  and  is 
in  a  critical  condition  from  the  effect  of  the  blows. 

Pursuant  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Andrew- 
Johnson,  the  Yice-Fresident,  has  formally  assumed  the  functions  of  President. 
I  have  hj  him  been  authorized  to  perform  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  State, 
nntil  otherwise  ordered. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER,  AcHng  Secretary. 

J.  HUMB  BURNLBY,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.,  ^. 

[Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  all  foreign  ministers  in  the  United  States.] 


Mr.  Bundey  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  April  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  15th  lb- 
stant,  announcing  to  me  the  lamented  death  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  from  the  effects  of  a  pistol-shot  received 
at  the  hands  of  an  assassin,  whilst  attending  the  performances  at  the  theatre, 
and  the  dastardly  attempt  to  assassinate  in  Bke  maimer  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  his  son  Mr.  F.  Seward. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  that  I  have  heard  of  these  crimes,  a 
regret  which  will  be  shared  by  my  government  on  reception  of  the  sad  news. 
I  sincerely  trust  that  Mr.  Seward  and  his  son  may  recover  from  the  wounds 
inflicted  on  them  and  be  restored  to  health. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  announcement  of  the  formal 
assumption  of  the  ftmctions  of  President  by  the  late  Vice-President,  Andrew 
Johnson,  and  of  your  appointment  to  perform  temporarily  the  duties  of  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

'  •  J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mt.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Wcuhington,  April  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  programme  of  arrangements  for  the  obse- 
quies of  the  late  President.  The  religious  services  will  take  place  at  the  Execu- 
tive Mansion  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  to-morrow.  Your  attendance  at  about  half- 
past  eleven  is  invited. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  8fc.,  ^c,  8^c. 

[Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  all  foreign  ministers  in  the  United  States.] 
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ORDEE  OP  THE  PEOCESSION. 

Funeral  escort  in  colnmn  of  march. 

One  rei^iment  of  cavalry. 

Two  batteries  of  artillery. 

Battalion  of  marines. 

Two  regiments  of  infantry. 

Commanoer  of  escort  and  staff. 

Dismounted  officers  of  marine  corps. 

Navy  and  army  in  the  order  named. 

Mounted  officers  of  marine  corps. 

Navy  and  army  in  the  order  named. 

All  militaiy  officers  to  be  in  anifumn,  with  side-arms. 


CIVIC  PROCESSION. 

MarshaL 

Clergy  in  attendance. 

The  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  and  physicians  to  the  deceased. 


On  the  part  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Foster,  Connecticut 
Mr.  Morgan,  New  York, 
MF.  Johnson,  Maryland. 
Mr.  Tates,  Illinois. 
Mr.  Wade,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Conness,  California. 

Army, 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Orant. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck. 

Brevet  Brigadier  General  W.  A.  Nichols. 

CivUiams, 

0.  H.  Browning. 
QeoTge  Ashmun. 


On  the  part  of  the  House, 

Mr.  Dawes,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Coffiroth,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Smith,  Kentucky. 
Mr.  Colfax,  Indiana. 
Mr.  Worthing^n,  Nevada. 
Mr.  Washbume,  Dlinois. 

Navy. 

Vice-Admiral  D.  G.  Fanragat. 
Rear-Admiral  W.  B.  Shubrick. 
Colonel  Jacob  Zeilin,  M.  C. 

Civilians, 

Thomas  Corwin. 
Simon  Cameron.^ 


The  family. 

Relatives. 

The  delegations  of  the  States  of  IlUnois  and  Kentucky  4is  mourners. 

The  President. 

The   cabinet  ministers. 

The  diplomatic  corps. 

Ex- Presidents. 

The  Chief  Justice  and  associate  justices  of  Supreme  Court 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  its  officers. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  its  officers. 

Legislatures  of  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

The  federal  judiciary  and  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

Tbe  Assistant  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  and  Interior,  and  the  Assistant 

Postmasters  General  and  Assistant  Attorney  General. 

Officers  of  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  members  and  officers  of  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  and  other  cities. 

Delegations  of  the  several  States. 

The  reverend  clergy  of  the  various  denominations. 

The  clerks  and  employes  of  the  several  departments  and  bureaus,  preceded  by  the  heads  of 

such  bureaus  and  their  respective  chief  clerks. 

Such  societies  as  may  wish  to  join  the  procession. 

Citizens  and  strangers, 
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Tlie  troops  desienated  to  fonn  the  escort  will  assemble  in  the  ayenne,  north  of  the  Presi- 
dent's house,  and  form  line  preeiselj  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  wiUi 
the  left  resting  on  Fifteenth  street.  The  procession  will  moye  precisely  at  2  o'clock  p.  m., 
on  the  conclusion  of  the  religrions  seryices  at  tlie  £xecntiye  Mansion,  f  appointed  to  com- 
mence at  12  o'clock  meridian,)  when  minute-euns  will  be  fired  bj  detacnments  of  artillerj 
stationed  near  St.  John's  church,  the  Citj  Hall,  and  at  the  CapitoL  At  the  same  hour  the 
bells  of  the  seyeral  churches  in  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria  will  be  tolled. 

At  sunrise  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  a  federal  saluto  will  be  fired  from  the  militaiy 
stations  in  the  yicinity  of  Washington,  minute-guns  between  the  hours  of  twelye  and  three 
o'clock,  and  a  national  salute  at  the  setting  of  the  sun. 

The  usual  badge  of  mourning  will  be  worn  on  the  left  aim  and  on  the  hilt  of  the  sword. 


Mr.  BwnUey  to  Mr,  JBbmter. 

Washington,  April  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  Wil^  refiMrence  to  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  6th  ultimo,  asking  for  the 
extradition  of  Vernon  G.  Locke,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  de- 
spatch which  I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  in 
reply  to  my  despatch  communicating  to  him  copy  of  the  above-mentioned  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  coasiderationy  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  HuNTBa,  4e.,  Sfc.,  Sfc^ 


Oowmor  Rawsan  to  Mr.  BumUjf. 

GOVERNMBIVT  HOU9E, 

Nassau,  Apnl  3,  1866. 

BiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of  the  9th  ultimo,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States,  requesting  the  extradioon 
of  Vernon  (or  Yerdon)  O.  Locke,  charged  with  the  commission  of  the  crimes  of  piracy  and 
murder  on  hoard  the  United  States  merchant  steamer  Chesapeake,  and  a  fugitive  from 
thejustice  of  the  United  States. 

Tnis  man  is  now  under  arrest  at  Nassau,  and  will  be  brought  to  trial  at  the  ensuing  sit> 
ting  of  the  general  court,  for  the  fraudulent  sale  of  the  captured  United  States  schooner  Han- 
oyer,  being  an  offence  committed  in  her  Migesty*s  dominions  against  British  law. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  appears  to  me  that  I  should  not  be  justified  in  deliyering  him 
over  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  to  be  tried  by  them  for  another  offence,  until  he 
shall  either  have  been  acquitted  of  the  first  offence,  or,  if  condemned  on  the  trial  for  it,  shall 
have  undergone  and  completed  his  sentence. 

As,  however,  his  trial  will  take  place  so  soon,  the  question  of  his  acquittal  or  condemna- 
tion will  not  long  be  at  issue.  If  ne  should  be  acquitted,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  act  upon  a 
requisition  presented  to  me  conformably  with  the  provisions  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  ot 
Washington,  to  which  Mr.  Seward  re/ers.  If  he  should  be  condemned,  he  will  remain  in 
confinement  here,  and  I  will  refer  the  question  of  extradition  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
instructions  of  her  Majesty's  government 

I  request,  however,  that  vou  will  lose  no  time  in  pointing  out  to  Mr.  Seward  that  his 
note  does  not  contain,  and  that  this  government  does  not  possess,  any  evidence  or  informa- 
tion upon  which  I  can  legally  comply  with  his  present  requisition.  The  lOth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington  stipulates  that  extradition  is  to  be  made  "  upon  such  evidence  of  crimi- 
nal!^ as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged  shall  be 
found,  would  justify  his  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial,  if  the  crime  or  offence  had  there 
been  committed ; "  that  the  primary  arrest  must  be  made  **  upon  complaint  made  under  oath  ;*' 
that  the  person  charged  is  to  be  brought  before  a  competent  court,  *'to  the  end  that  the  evi- 
dence of  criminality  ma^  be  heard  and  considered,**  and  that  I  have  oi^  the  power  of  sur- 
rendering the  fugitive  if,  on  such  hearing,  **  the  evidence  be  deemed  sufficient  to  sustain  the 
charge,**  in  the  judgment  **of  the  examining  judge  or  magistrate.** 

It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  supply  such 
evidence  of  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  alleged  crimes,  of  the  identity  of  Locke, 
and  of  his  participaiton  in  the  conmiission  of  the  said  crimes,  as  will  satisfy  the  usual  re- 
qnkements  of  the  colonial  laws. 
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I  would  also  direct  the  attentioii  of  ICr.  Secretaiy  Seward  to  ifae  proriiiona  of  the  impe- 
rial act  6  and  7  Vic,  C.  76,  passed  for  the  pnrpoee  of  pving  effect  to  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
crime  was  commftted  within 
fikonld  appear  upon  the  face 


rwi  Bc<>  V  auu  t    tic,  r^.  #u,  paMseu  ivr  uie  purpose  oi  giYing'  eneci  i 

iogtoD,  and  among  them  to  the  necessity  of  proving  that* the  crime  was  commftted  within 
the  joiiadiotion  of  Ihe  United  Statee    a  fact  wkich  I  am  advised  ehonlc 


of  the  requisition. 
I  have,  Ac, 


J.  Hume  Burmlet,  Esq.,  8fe.,  Sfc,  tfc. 


RAWSON  W.  BAWSON. 

Governor, 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

Washington,  April  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  eomaiiinicated  to  Omremor  Rawson  copies  of  Mr.  Seward's  note  of 

Ae  3d  of  March,  and  of  its  enclostrre,  relatire  to  the  movements  of  a  schooner 

eaUed  the  Gj^pey,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  It  copy  of  his  excel- 

kney's  reply. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  comideratioii,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient, 

hunUe  servant,  

J.ffUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  W.  HuNTBB,  Sfc.,  Sfc^  Sfc. 


•  Chvemor  Rawson  to  Mr,  Bumlejf. 

GoyERNMEKT  HoUSE,  NASSAU,  April  3,  1865. 
8oi :  In  reply  to  jonr  despatch  of  the  8th  instant,  en^sing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretaiy 
Seward  npon  the  moyements  of  the  schooner  Gjpsj,  I  have  satisfaction  in  reporting?  that 
the  aporehennons  entertained  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Havana  appear  to  have  been 
groanolesa,  and  the  information  which  excited  them  incorrect. 

The  Gypsy  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  2d  of  March  with  seven  passengers,  and  cleared  ont  in 
ballast  for  Havana  on  the  J  4th  of  the  same  month,  nnder  the  command  of  the  same  master. 
Of  the  seven  passengers,  one  was  a  medical  officer  in  her  Migesty*8  service,  and  another  a 
tradesman  of  this  place. 
I  have,  &c., 

RAWSON  W.  EAWSON, 
Governor, 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  4r«.,  8fe,,  Sfc 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

Washington,  April  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  laj  before  you  copies  of  correspondence  which 
have  been  communicated  to  me  by  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas, 
respecting  the  movements  of  United  States  ships-of-war,  in  contravention  of 
ber  Majesty's  proclamation  in  the  roadstead  off  Matthew  town,  Inagna,  one  of 
the  out  islands  of  the  Bahama  group. 

Governor  Bawson  informs  me  that  he  has  requested  the  United  States  consul 
to  represent  the  irregularities  committed  by  the  officers  of  these  ships  to  the 
United  States  admiral  at  Key  West,  enclosing  at  the  same  time  the  answer  of 
this  official,  of  which  I  enclose  the  copy. 

As  the  United  States  government  appears  to  have  given  instructions  to  their 
officers  cruising  in  those  seas  to  pay  respect  to  h^  Majesty's  desire  that 
belligerent  veesels-of-war  should  refrain  from  visiting  the  islands  of  that  colony, 
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I  feel  convinced  that  they  will  see  the  necessitj  of  taking  proper  measures  to 
see  that  their  orders  are  executed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  cfmsideraUon,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY, 

Hon*  William  Hukttbb,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Kirkpairiek  to  Mr.  Ne$hUt. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Nassau,  March  22,  1865. 
Snt :  I  hftve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  yeeterdaj^t  date,  en* 
dosinflr  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  W.  H.  Finder,  esquire,  acting  resident  jostioe  at  Matthew 
town  Inag^  in  regard  to  infractions  said  to  have  been  committed  of  her  Majesty  the 
Qaeen*B  proclamation,  and  desiring  me  to  forward  a  copy  of  Acting  Justice  Finder's  letter  ta 
the  admiral. on  this  station. 

Fresent  my  compliments  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  say  that  I  shall  immediately 
la^  before  Admiral  Stribling  your  letter^  and  the  copy  alluded  to.  And  I  have  no  doubt  be 
will  cause  steps  to  be  taken  to  ascertain  why  these  irritating  irregularities  were  conunitted 
by  these  officers,  and  see4hat  future  ones  are  prevented.  I  shall  also  lay  a  copy  of  yours 
and  Justice  Finder's  letters  before  the  government  at  Washington,  that  steps  may  be  taken 
there  also  to  prevent  similar  occurrences. 
I  have,  &C., 

THOMAS  EIBEPATRICK. 
Hon.  C.  B.  Nesbttt,  Esq.,  ^c,  Sfc.^  8fc. 


Mr.  Finder  to  Mr.  Netbitt. 

Matthew  Town,  Maova,  March  11,  ld6S. 

Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  excellency  the  governor, 
the  arrival  of  the  under-mentioned  United  States  gunboats  in  the  roadstead  off  this  town, 
thev  having  had  frequent  communication  with  the  shore,  but  none  whatever  with  the  local 
authorities,  vis:  the  (}allatea,  Commander  Nickelson,  arrived  on  the  Ist  instant  at  2  p.  m., 
and  left  on  the  same  day  at  6  p.  m.,  and  arrived  again  on  the  7Ui  instant  at  8  a.  m.,  leaving 
at  or  about  6  p.  m.,  without  coming  to  an  anchor,  steaming,  however,  up  and  down  over  the 
anchorage  places,  within  one-quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  shore. 

The  Neptune,  Commander  l&nford,  anchored  off  the  town  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant, 
and  remained  at  anchor  until  the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  she  left. 
I  have,  &c, 

H.  H.  FINDER, 

Acting  JUsident  Jmotiee. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Kesbttt,  Esq.,  8fc,,  8fc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Bwndey  to  Mr.  Hmter. 

Washington,  April  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  communicated  to  Grovemor  Rawson  a  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  note  of 
the  8th  ultimo,  relative  to  five  vessels  supposed  to  have  been  fitted  out  at  the 
Bahamas  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  Unitea  States,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  jour  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ^r.,  4r.,  ^r. 
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09V9rmer  Rawsan  to  Mr.  Bundeif. 

GOVERNBIENT  HoUSE, 

Nas9au,  AprU  3,  1865. 

8iR:  In  reply  to  your  despatch  of  the  10th  instant,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Seward,  relative  to  the  movements  of  five  blockade-mnnine  steamers  which  are  stated  to  have 
lecently  cleared  from  Nassau,  and  which  are  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  illegal  and  hos- 
tile operations  against  the  commerce  of  the  Unitea  States,  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  report- 
ing that  there  is  no  reason  for  believing  that  there  is  any  truth  in  the  information  whicn  he 
hu  received. 

From  the  date  of  Mr.  Seward's  letter,  8th  March,  I  presume  that  he  must  refer  to  steamers 
which  left  this  port  in  the  month  of  February.  If  so,  I  find  that  all  the  blockade-running 
steamerB  which  cleared  from  Nassau  to  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  in  that  month,  have  re- 
tomed  hither,  and  were  in  port  when  his  letter  was  written,  except  two  which  were  captured 
in  Charleston  harbor,  one  which  returned  to  this  port,  after  having  attempted  unsuccessfrdly 
to  ran  the  blockade,  and  one  which  is  now  at  Havana. 

If  Mr.  Seward  refers  to  vessels  which  cleared  for  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  in  January, 
I  find  that  every  one  of  them  have  returned  to  this  port  with  cargoes  of  cotton,  proving  that 
thej  were  not  employed  in  the  manner  suspected  by  Mr.  Seward's  informant. 

I  am  very  glad  of  this.  The  anxiety  expressed  by  the  United  States  government  regarding 
the  equipment  of  vessels  within  this  colony,  and  the  rumors  afloat  on  the  subject,  have  made 
me  very  desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  there  were  any  real  grounds  for  either.  After  careful 
inquiry  and  a  strict  watch,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  up  to  the  present  time  nothing  of  the  kind 
has  b^n  done  or  attempted  in  this  harbor  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  Ajax,  which  was  the  subject  of  your  despateh  of  the  16th  February, 
she  was  under  observation  during  her  stoy  here,  until  her  departure  on  the  29th  ultimo, 
when  she  left  for  Bermuda  in  ballast,  with  a  moderate  number  of  seamen  and  firemen. 
Nothing  took  place  during  her  stay  here  to  excite  suspicion  with  regard  to  her,  and  I  have 
lesson  to  believe,  on  very  good  information,  that  she  was  neither  intended  nor  adapted  for  a 
war  vessel,  but  for  a  tug  only,  for  which  employment  she  was  fitted  up. 
I  have,  &c^ 

E.  W.  EAWSON,  Oovernor. 

J.  H.  BURHLET,  Esq.,  tfc,  8fc,,  8fe. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

Washington,  JprU  18, 1865. 
Sir:  With  reference  ta  my  note  to  Mr.  Seward,  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  tranwoiit  copies  of  a  despatch,  and  of  its  enclosure,  which  I  have  received 
£rom  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  there  is 

no  foundation  for  Mr. 's  statements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Sft.f  8fc.f  Sfc. 


Vtmommt  Monek  to  Mr,  BumUff* 

GoVBRNBfENT  HOUSB, 

Quebec,  AprU  11,  1866. 

Sm:  In  my  despateh  of  the  28th  Marchi  informed  you  that  I  had  taken  measures  for  in- 
▼esti^atinff  the  truth  of  the  statements  made  by  ^^-^^  respecting  the  organization  at  Am- 
prior,  in  Canada  West,  of  persons  alleged  to  contemplate  hostile  mcursions  into  the  United 
otates.    The  reporte  by  the  officers  instructed  to  make  inquiries  on  the  subject  lead  me  to 

believe  that  there  was  no  foundation  for 's  statements,  and  that  no  such  designs  as  he 

mentioned  had  any  existence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  these  reports. ' 
I  have,  Slc,  &c., 

MOKCE. 

J.  H.  BURHLET,  tfC,  4>C.,  8fC. 
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Mr,  Kemp  to  LimUmtnU  Colmml  Efua^im^gmr  wd  Mr.  CUrke. 

Montreal,  April  4, 1865. 

Gbmbral:  I  hsre  tbe  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  with  InBtractioDB,  ttiat  on  the  S5th  of 
March  last  I  proceeded  to  — ',  in  tbe  ooontj  of  Carleton,  Un>er  Canada,  to  conSBr  with 

Mr. on  the  subject  of  the  raid  said  to  have  been  in  progress  of  organizatiou  at  Amprior 

or  a  descent  upon  Ogdensbnrg  and  Rochester,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  honorable  T.  T.  Potter,  consul  general  of  the  United  States  of  America,  fhmiabed 

me  with  the  copj  of  a  letter  from to  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of 

the  United  States  of  America,  and  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  Statc^  Mr.  Sew- 
ard, to  Consul  General  Mr.  Potter.    Mr,  Potter  gave  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr. 

— — .    A^r  interview  with  Mr.  I  then  pn^eeded  to  investig^ate  tbe  matter  of  the 

contemplated  raid.    Mr. ffave  me  a  statement  in  his  handwriting,  which  I  hereonlo 

annex,  marked  A.  I  then  maae  airangements  with  him  to  go  to  Amprior  on  Satordi^, 
the.  1st  April,  instant.  I  then  returned  to  Montreal,  and  reported  that  from  all  apoear- 
ance  there  might  possibly  be  some  truth  in  the  projected  raid.    On  Thursday,  March  30  last, 

I  received  a  telegraph  from  the  said ^  intimating  to  me  to  await  a  letter  he  had  sent 

hy  mail.  Having  received  no  letter  from  him,  as  intimated  to  me,  I  left  Montreal  for  Ampiier 
on  Friday,  the  31st  of  March  last,  and  on  my  arrival  at  the  station,  as  it  had  been  previoiialy 

agreed  upon,  I  there  met  with .    I  should  say  that  from  tike  appearance  of ^  I  am 

satisfied  that  he  did  not  expect  me. 

I  then  proceeded  to  Amprior  with  him.  After  tibe  interview  with  J<^  B.  Fitssimmons,  he 
(Fitzsimmons)  made  the  statement  hersnato  annexed,  maiked  B,  which  was  written  by 

Since  my  return  to  Montreall  have  xeoeived  a  letter  from  — — ,  of  which  I  subjoin  a 

From  the  information  I  have  been  able  te  gather,  I  hanre  great  feason  to  doubt  the  troth  of 
the  statement  made  by  — ^,  who,  I  laam,  is  not  a  reliable  peiion. 

What said  of  Goodall  with  reference  to  his  having  been  paymaster  to  the  refugees 

was  gpreatly  exaggerated.  All  Goodall  ever  paid,  I  find,  was  $5  to  one  McFayden,  to  meet 
him  at  Emgston,  at  one  Johnson's,  whenever  he  would  write  to  him  to  come  ih&n; 

but  he  never  wrote,  and  of  course  McFayden  did  not  go.    statement  with  regard 

to  the  Rev.  O.  S.  Hackett  is  also  very  unreliable,  for  I  ascertained  that  that  gentleman  nad 
no  relations  with  Goodall  whatever.  On  the  whole,  I  do  not  see  that  any  credence  should  be 
given to  statements. 

>,  FitzsinmionB,  and  McFayden  are  spoken  of,  from  all  I  could  learn,  as  three  per- 
sons of  the  worst  possible  character ;  and  1  would  add  that was  looked  upon  in  hia 

neighborhood  as  a  troublesome  and  dangerous  person — so  much  so,  that  having  lately  given 
great  o£fence,  he  was,  on  the  1st  of  March,  tarred  and  feathered. 

I  sincerely  believe  that  in  giving  information  as  to  the  meditated  raid,  he  expected  to  bring 
the  parties  he  suspected  of  having  maltreated  him  to  trouble  and  annoyance,  and  hoped  be- 
sides to  obtain  favors  and  some  notoriety. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted:  

G.  L.  KEMP, 

lieutenant  Colonel  W.  Ermatterger  and 

Eleazer  Clarke,  Esq., 

Police  Magistrates, 


A. 

JIfr.  —  to  Mr,  Kemp. 

,  County  of  Carletou, 
STATEMEKT  OP  PLOT  AS  IT  CAME  TO  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  Uin)ERSIGMED. 

About  the  Ist  of  March  I  was  informed  that  a  plot  was  being  concocted  at  Amprior  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  raid  simultaneously  with  persons  frt>m  Kingston,  Ganano^e,  and  Die- 
oreuson's  Landing,  to  cross  over  the  St.  Lawrence,  attack  Ogdensburff,  ana  unite  at  that 
pmnt,  seiae  the  railroad,  proceed  to  Rochester,  take  that  city,  and  if  endanc^red,  to  recross 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  disperse  and  bring  all  the  plunder  (especially  that  of  the  banks)  to  the 
Canada  side.  I  did,  on  the  12th  of  March,  write  to  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  stating  the  ex- 
istence of  a  plot  for  that  purpose,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  Rev.  O.  S.  Hackett,  a  refugee 
from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  one  F.  S.  Goodall,  from  Tennessee.  This  F.  S.  Goodall  is 
cashier. 

On  the  34th  of  March  a  letter  was  written  to  me  from  Amprior  by  F.  R.  Fitzsimmons,  wish- 
ing me  to  go  there  and  influence  some  parties  to  join  the  raid,  ofiforing  money  to  do  bo.    (A 
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nearly  verbatim  copj  of  this  letter  I  herewith  subjoin.)  This  letter  I  sent  on  Saturday  last 
to  the  State  Department  at  Washington. 

On  the  27th  I  met  with  Messrs.  (jalloway  and  Kemp,  who  were  sent  by  the  United  States 
gOTemment,  or  rather  the  United  States  consular  general,  to  confer  with  me  on  the  subject, 
and  by  mutual  Arrangement  I  agreed  to  go  to  Amprior  on  Saturday,  the  30th,  and  obtain  suf- 
ficient proof  to  convict  the  attempted  perpetrators  of  a  g^ross  outrage. 

I  must  say  that  I  did  expect  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  my  communication  and  making  arrangements  according  to  my  e&xpressed  desire ; 
but  as  tney  have  thought  it  more  conducive  to  the  general  |^d  to  act  otherwise,  I  bow  to 
their  decision  find  will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  have  this  contemplated  raid  frustrated 
and  its  concoetors  punished. 

Mr.  Kemp. 


B. 

Conrrr  of  Renfrew,  (one  of  the  united  counties  of  Lancaster  and  Renfrew :) 

I,  John  Robert  Fitzsimmons,  of  the  incorporated  village  of  Amprior,  in  the  county  of  Ren- 
frew, &c,  inn-keeper,  do  declare  and  say,  that  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  induce  certain 
shantymen,  by  a  person  calling  himself  J.  S.  Groodall,  to  join  what  the  said  John  S.  Goodall 
said  was  intended  to  be  a  raid  to  plunder  certain  of  the  towns  on  the  front ;  that  he  wished 
ineto  join  his  party,  which  I  declined;  that  he  heard  that  a  report  had  been  sent  to  the 
United  States  government  of  the  intended  raid,  and  that  he  lefl  for  Kingston,  saying  that 

ftll  his  plans  were  "burst  up."    I  further  sav,  that  certain  parties  here,  hostile  to , 

irhorn  I  will  not  mention,  offered  me  a  handsome  sum  of  money  to  induce  him  to  use 

hia  influence  with  certain  parties  in  the  township  of to  join  the  said  raiding  party, 

for  the  purpose  of  inveigling  him  into  a  trap,  so  that  they  could  prosecute  him  for  breach 

of  the  neutrality  law;  that  I  consented  to  it  at  first,  but  when  Mr.  came  to  Amprior 

to^aj  I  repeated  and  told  him  the  whole  conspiracy  on  condition  that  I  should  not  be  prose- 
cuted. J.  S.  Gbodall,  aforesaid,  before  he  had  heard  of  the  plot  being  discovered,  said  he 
could  fhmish  arms,  ammunition  and  money,  if  he  could  get  some  to  join ;  but  when  he  dis- 
eoyered,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  that  information  had  been  given  to  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, he  said  all  was  burst  up,  and  they  would  make  no  attempt  this  year.  Had  the  enter- 
piise  gone  on  I  believe  I  would  have  assisted.    I  make  this  declaration  solely  upon  the  con- 

oiiion  that  I  shall  not  be  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  has  promised  that  I  should  not.    I 

further  state  that  I  have  often  se^n  the  said  J.  S.  Goodall  (who  while  he  was  here  called 
lumself  Henry  Smith)  in  frequent  and  earnest  conversation  with  the  Rev.  O.  S.  Hackett, 

who  is  a  con&derate  refugee.    The  letter  I  wrote  to  Mr. ,  on  the  24th  March,  is  also 

tb  be  included  in  this  exemption  from  the  prosecution  aforesaid,  as  it  was  written  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inreifflinfi:  the  said in  a  trap,  as  before  mentioned. 

JOHN  R.  FITZSIMMONS. 
Signed  in  presence  of  us,  this  1st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1865. 

ANGUS  McFAYDEN. 


Copif  of  a  letUrfrom  J,  R.  Fitzsimmons  to  -^~,  as  well  as  I  can  ruollect, 

Amprior,  March  24,  1865. 

8m :  We  are  getting  on  prosperously.  We  are  to  make  the  attempt  after  the  10th  or  12th 
of  April  Goodall  furnishes  plenty  of  money,  and  is  gone  to  Kingston  to  get  the  boys  ready 
there.  We  met  in  Hackett*s  nouse,  and  in  my  place  there  are  a  great  many  who  would  join 
if  joa  would  come  here  and  press  them.  If  you  do  come  we  will  pay  you  well  for  your 
troable.  I  know  you  would  not  join  us,  but  a  great  many  say  if  you  were  here  they  would 
abide  by  what  you  would  say ;  so  do  come.  We  will  pay  all  your  expenses  and  more  too. 
If  you  say  the  word,  forty  or  fifty  of  the  young  men  of  the  township  would  join  us.  I  will 
let  yon  know  all  the  scheme,  if  you  come  down,  when  I  see  you. 
Tours  truly, 

J.  R.  FITZSIMMONS. 


Richmond,  Thursday,  March  29,  1865. 
Bear  Sir  :  I  have  made  all  the  arrangements  necessary.    I  have  hired  a  conveyance  to 
take  nie  to  Franktown  on  Friday  evening,  so  that  I  shall  be  in  Amprior  by  the  11  o'clock 
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train  on  Satnrdaj.  I  shall  have  to  remain  at  Amprior  all  daj  Satnrdaj,  and  mnst  retnm  on 
Sunday,  and  for  this  purpose  I  have  engaged  another  conyeyanoe  to  come  to  Amprior  from 
here  and  take  me  home  on  Sundaj.  from  the  had  state  of  the  roads  I  had  to  pay  $3  to  take 
me  to  Franktown,  and  (8  for  the  conyeyance  to  go  to  Amprior  and  take  me  home  on  Sunday. 

I  haye  also  made  arrangements  to  take  me  to  Ottawa  Monday  ayening,  wBen  I  shall  tele- 
graph to  you. 

There  is  some  great  moyement  goins^  on  in  the  Orange  body.  I  saw  a  letter  to-day  call- 
ing a  special  meeting  of  the  county  lodge  of  Carleton,  to  meet  on  Saturday  next  on  the  most 
UFgent  business,  **  as  the  yery  existence  of  the  order  is  threatened."  Howeyer,  I  shall  ascer- 
tain this  when  I  return,  and  repeat  it  to  you.  It  is,  I  am  sure,  something  in  connexion  with 
a  contemplated  raid.  The  Orangemen  were  loyal  to  a  man,  but  I  belieye  the  sympathies  ot 
most  of  them  are  enlisted  with  the  south,  more  especially  as  they  imagine  the  Fenian  moye- 
ment in  countenanced  by  the  federal  goyerument.  There  is  something  important  in  the  wind, 
and  we  are  on  the  eye  of  great  eyents. 

Now,  I  beg  of  you  to  show  this  letter  to  no  person  but  the  consul  general.  If  it  was  known 
that  I  reyealed  to  you  or  any  one  else  the  movements  of  the  order^  my  life  is  not  worth  a 
month^s  purchase.  Take  no  further  steps  till  you  receive  my  despatch  after  I  return  from 
Amprior. 

Yours,  yery  truly, 

Galloway  L.  Kemp,  Esa., 

Ottawa  HoUly  Montreal, 


County  Crown  Attorney's  Oppice, 

Ottawa,  April  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  In  reference  to  your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant,  stating  that  information  had  been 
given  that  raiders'  conspiracies  were  on  foot  in  this  neighborho<K[,  and  requiring  me  to  make 
investigations,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  immediately  upon  its  receipt  I  instituted 
Inquiries  in  every  direction  where  I  thought  it  likely  information  could  be  obtained  upon 
the  subject.  From  the  result,  as  well  as  from  my  own  observations,  I  am  at  present  of 
opinion  that  no  such  conspiracies  are  on  foot  in  this  vicinity.  There  are  very  few  strangers 
about  this  city  who  appear  liable  to  any  suspicion  of  such  conduct. 

I  made  my  inquiries,  however,  so  privately  as  not  to  alarm  the  conspirators,  if  any  there 
be,  or  put  them  upon  their  guard ;  and  I  have  still  reliable  parties  on  the  alert.    Should  any 
discovery  be  made  I  will  not  fail  to  keep  you  informed,  and,  if  necessary,  to  take  steps  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 
I  have,  &C., 

ROBERT  LEES, 
County  Crown  Attorney,  CarUton, 
Hon.  James  Cockburn, 

Solicitor  General,  Qjuebec, 

Cornwall,  April  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  Instant,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a  statement  alleging  the  existence  of  arrangements  for  a  raid  from  Dickenson's 
landing  and  other  places,  and  requesting  me  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  truth  in 
the  report. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter  I  called  on  the  collector  of  customs,  R.  K.  Bullock, 
esq.,  who  went  the  same  day  to  Dickenson's  landing,  and  made  inquiries  there  as  to  the  truth 
of  the  report ;  he  informs  me  that  he  is  satisfied  Som  his  inquiries  that  there  is  nothing  of 
the  kind  in  progress  there. 

I  am  of  opinion,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the  position  of  Dickenson's  landing,  that  it 
is  not  a  place  from  which  a  raid  could  be  attempted,  as  the  crossing  of  the  river  there  is 
difficult,  and  can  only  be  effected  in  canoes  or  small  boats.  There  is  no  town  or  village  on  the 
Uie  American  side  of  the  river  within  some  miles  of  it.  There  is  no  railway  on  Uiat  side  nearer 
than  Pottsdam,  which  is  some  miles  in  the  interior,  and  no  steamboats  are  at  present  going 
up  or  down  the  river. 

I  have  instructed  one  or  two  persons  at  Dickenson^s  landing  to  be  on  the  lookout,  and  to 
inform  me  of  any  suspicious  circumstances  that  may  occur  there. 

In  reference  to ,  the  informant  of  the  government,  I  may  state  that  I  saw  on  the  first 

page  of  the  Montreal  Gazette,  of  the  —  instant,  a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that ,  prin- 
cipal of  the Grammar  School,  had  been  tarred  and  feathered  at  Amprior.    An  investiga- 
tion into  this  outrage  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject. 
I  have,  &.C. 

J.F.  PRINGLE. 

H.  Bernard,  Esq., 

Attorney  Qenerdl,  Department  Canada  JVesij  Quebec,  ^  j 
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Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

Washington,  April  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  tranemit,  in  original,  affidavits  relative  to  property 
alleged  to  have  been  seized  at  Savannah  by  the  United  States  officers,  and 
stated  to  belong  to  James  Hart,  who  claims  British  protection. 

This  property  consists  of  two  wagons,  a  horse,  a  mule,  and  six  bales  of  cotton, 
the  whole  valued  at  $3,529. 

I  would  beg  you  to  take  these  papers  into  consideration  with  a  view  to  a  set- 
tlement of  the  claim,  should  his  British  nationality  and  neutrality  be  fully  made 
cot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ^t?.,  ^.,  4^. 

P.  Si — I  beg  you  to  return  the  affidavits  to  me. 


[Enclosure.] 

United  States  of  America, 
Siait  of  Georgia^  Chatham  county^  city  of  Savannah. 

To  aQ  whom  it  may  concern : 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  3d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1865,  before  me,  Edward  C.  Hough,  m 
public  notary,  duly  appointed,  commissioned,  and  sworn,  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,, 
personally  appeared  James  Hart,  an  alien,  and  a  subject  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  the  Queen, 
of  Great  Britain,  residing  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  county  and  State  aforeiiaid,  who,  being- 
duly  sworn,  declares  that  on  or  before  the  21st  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1864,  that  being  the^ 
day  on  which  the  city  of  Savannah  was  occupied  by  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,, 
he,  the  said  James  Hart,  was  the  bona  fide  owner  of  the  following  named  articles  of  prop- 
erty, to  wit : 

OnewagoD,  of  thevalueof $75  00* 

One  wagon,  of  the  value  of 50  00» 

One  horse,  of  the  value  of 200  00' 

One  mule,  of  the  value  of. 60  00' 

Six  (6)  biiles  of  upland  cotton,  marked  J.  H.,  weighing  thirty-nine  hundred  and 
thirty  (3,930)  pounds,  reported  and  registered  at  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
H.  C.  Ransom,  United  States  army  quartermaster,  in  charge  of  cotton,  and 
valued  at  eighty  (80)  cents  per  pound 3, 144  00' 

Total  value ! 3,529  00- 

And  the  same  James  Hart  farther  declares  that  the  various  articles  of  property  before 
named  have  been  unlawfully  seized  and  removed  from  his  possession  and  control  without 
his  consent  and  against  his  will,  he  being,  and  having  been  for  some  time  past,  the  bona  fide 
owner  of  said  property,  by  officers  of  the  United  States  army,  as  follows : 

December  27,  1864,  one  wagon,  valued  at  $75;  January  13,  1865,  one  wagon,  valued  at 
$60 ;  January  18,  1865,  one  horse,  valued  at  $200,  taken  by  officers  who  stated  that  they 
were  connected  with  the  20th  United  States  army  corps,  and  who  retused  to  give  their  names, 
as  aUo  any  receipt  and  acknowledgment  therefor,  except  for  the  horse,  for  which  a  receipt 
was  given,  a  true  copy  of  which  is  nerein  written ;  March  6,  1865,  one  mule,  valued  at  $60, 
taken  by  an  officer  who  stated  that  he  belonged  to  the  19th  army  corps  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  refused  to  give  any  receipt  therefor ;  and  on  the  11  th  day  or  March,  A.  D.  1865,  six 
bales  of  cotton,  upland,  weighing  3,930  pounds,  stored  upon  the  premises  of  the  said  James 
Hart,  on  Bemen  street.  Savannah,  and  of  which  a  copy  of  the  original  bill  of  sale  is  herein 
written,  were  taken  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  C.  Ransom,  of  the  United  States  army,  as 
quartermaster  in  charge  of  cotton,  or  by  persons  acting  under  orders  from  or  in  conjunction 
with  him. 

Now,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  principles  of  international  law,  the  said  James  Hart  does 
solemnly  protest,  and  I,  the  said  notary  public,  at  the  special  instance  and  request  of  the  said 
James  Hart,  do  solemnly  and  publicly  protest,  against  the  said  seizure  and  removal  of  said 
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property  on  the  ffround  that  the  government  of  which  he  is  a  subject  is  at  peace  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  L  tiited  States  of  America, and  that  the  said  James  llaxt  is  not  and  has  not  been  in 
any  way  connected  with  or  compromised  in  the  belligerent  operations  now  and  for  some  time  past 
in  progress  within  the  country  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  that  neither  his  person  nor 
his  property  is  or  ought  to  bo  impressed  with  a  hostile  character,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to 
the  consideration  and  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  a  neutral 
resident,  as  aforesaid. 

This  done  and  protested  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  county  of  Chatham,  State  of  Georgia, 
and  United  States  of  America,  on  the  day  and  in  the  year  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  same  James  Hart  to  sign  these  presents,  and  I, 
TsEAL,  1  *^®  ^*^^  notary  public,  have  subscribed  my  name  officially,  and  have  affixed  my  seal 
I-         '-'of  office  on  the  aay  and  year  aforesaid. 

JAMES  HART. 

EDWARD  HOUGH, 
Notary  Public,  Chatham  Coumtg. 


Savannah,  Georgia,  January  18,  1865. 
In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  military 
division  of  the  Mississippi,  I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  this  day  taken  possession  of  one  (1) 
horse  in  behalf  of  the  United  States;  said  horse  was  in  possession  of  James  Hart,  of  Savannah, 
Georgia,  in  a  stable  situated  on  Banyen  street,  known  as  Robertsviile,  and  number  not 
stated.  No  payment  has  been  made  or  tendered  for  said  horse ;  it  will  be  found  accounted 
for,  upon  my  return  of  quartermaster  stores  for  the  month  of  January,  1865,  in  due  accordance 
with  section  22,  Appendix  B,  Revised  Regulations. 

JOSEPH  A.  SCHONLUGER, 
Capt,  68M  7ti/.  O.  F.,  and  A,  A.  GenHHOth  A,  C. 
Duplicates  made — one  given  and  one  retained. 

Savannah,  August  3,  1864. 
Mr.  James  Hart  bought  of  D.  Bennett  6  bales  cotton,  3,930  lbs.,  at  $1  10  per  lb $4, 323 


Received  payment, 

D.  BENNETT. 
State  of  Georgia,  Chatham  county,  city  of  Savannah: 

Before  me,  Edward  C.  Hough,  a  public  notary  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  above 
written,  personally  appeared  John  Hart,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith : 

That  he  has  had  for  some  time  past  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  James 
Hart,  and  believes  the  property  referred  to  in  the  accompanying  protest  to  be  the  bona  fide 
property  of  the  said  James  Hart,  and  that  he  knows  that  said  property  was  taken  from  the 
said  James  Hart  by  persons  belonging  to  the  United  States  army. 

JNO.  HART. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  day,  April  4,  1865. 
[  L.  s.  ]  EDWARD  C.  HOUGH, 

Notary  Public,  Chatham  County,  Savannah, 


Sir  Frederick  Bruce  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

Washington,  April  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  correspondence  which  passed  between  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  and  Mr.  Burnley,  respecting  the  proclamation  of  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States  which  imposes  the  penalty  of  confinement  as  prisoners  of 
war,  upon  domiciled  aliens  and  non-resident  foreigners  who  have  been  or  shall 
have  been  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  has  been 
taken  into  serious  consideration  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  X  am  now 
instructed  by  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  inform 
the  government  of  the  United  States  that  her  Majesty's  government  entirely 
concur  in  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  memorandum  which  was  transmitted 
by  Mr.  Burnley  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  in  his  note  of 
the  16th  ultimo. 

It  is  not  necessary,  I  am  to  state,  to  dispute  the  right  of  the  United  States 
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government  to  order  any  individual  foreigner  or  foreigners  that  they  may  con- 
sider to  he  dangerous  or  hostile  to  the  United  States  government  to  leave  their 
territory  upon  reasonahle  notice ;  hut  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  consider 
that  the  proclamation  can  he  justified  on  that  principle.  It  is  addressed  to  no 
particular  individual,  but  to  "  non-resident  foreigners  who  have  been  or  shall 
nave  been  engaged  in  violaHng  the  blockade  of  the  insurgent  ports."  And  it 
makes  the  continuance  of  any  person  who  may  afterwards  be  decided  by  martial 
law,  to  fall  within  this  catagory,  for  twelve  days  in  the  United  States  a  ground 
for  his  imprisonment,  in  military  custody,  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  this  cannot  be  called  a  reasona- 
ble warning  to  individuals  to  leave  the  United  States  territory,  and  that  it  is 
nothing  less  than  the  enactment  of  an  ex  post  facto  criminal  law,  and  an  evasion 
of  the  restraints  of  international  law,  under  the  color  of  territorial  rights,  and 
that  it  is  obvious  such  an  edict,  if  acted  upon,  may  be  the  occasion  of  most  arbi- 
trary injustice  towards  the  subjects  of  neutral  states,  to  which  her  Majesty's 
government  cannot  be  expected  to  submit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
Ue  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  HuNTBR,  ifc.t  fy;.,  ifc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

Washington,  April  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  informing  me  of  the 
measures  taken  by  his  excellency  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  assassination 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the  government  and 
people  of  Canada,  their  feelings  of  abhorrence  of  the  crime  and  of  sympathy 
at  the  loss  which  has  been  sustained  by  the  government  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
hnmble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Sfc.,  ^r.,  ^. 


Viscount  Manek  to  Sir  F,  Bruce, 

Quebec,  April  17,  1865. 

Sir:  The  intelligence  of  the  perpetration  of  the  atrocious  outrage  by  which  the  United 
States  have  been  deprived  of  their  Chief  Magistrate  has  filled  all  classes  of  the  community 
in  this  province  with  awe  and  horror. 

^  Immediately  that  I  received  a  confirmation  of  the  sad  news,  I  gave  directions,  in  coz\junc- 
tion  with  the  lieutenant  general  commanding  her  Majestv^s  troops  in  this  province,  that  at 
all  civil  and  military  stations  the  flags  should  be  hoisted  half-mast  high. 

I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  take  a  fitting  opportunity  of  communicating  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the  government  and  people  of  this 
province,  their  deep  feeling  of  abhorrence  of  the  crime  which  has  been  committed,  and  their 
profoond  sympathy  with  me  government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  loss  which 
they  have  sustained. 

I  have.  ^c„  MONCK. 

Hon.  Sir  F.  Bruce,  G.  C.  B.,  Sfc,  ^c,  8^e. 
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Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  April  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  23d  January,  and  to  Mr. 
Burnley's  reply  of  the  25th  January,  relative  to  an  alleged  projected  raid  on 
United  States  ships  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  a  despatch  which  has  been  addressed  by  Vice-Admiral  Sir  James  Hope 
to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wiUi  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Sir  Ja)nes  Hope  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Duncan  at  Trintoad,  March  8,  1865. 
Sm :  Ton  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  in  reply 
to  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  that  in  conversation  with  the  eoyemor  of  Demarara,  on  the 
subject  of  the  alleged  attempt  to  seize  United  States  steam  yessels  in  the  Pacific,  he  expressed 
his  intention  of  taking  eyery  means  in  his  power  to  frustrate  this  scheme  should  any  attempt 
be  made  to  cany  it  into  execution,  and  that  the  senior  officer  of  the  division  will  be  directed 
to  afford  him  every  assistance  for  this  purpose. 
I  have,  &rC., 

J.  HOPE. 
The  Secretary  of  thb  Admiralty. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  AprU  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Burnley  communicated  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  the  note 
which  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  did  Mr.  Burnley  the  honor 
to  address  to  him  on  the  13th  instant,  relative  to  the  mode  of  dealing  with  arti- 
cles exported  inland  from  Canada  to  the  United  States,  and  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  answer,  requesting  me  to  convey 
his  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  his  application  on  this  subject  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter. 


Viicount  Monck  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Government  House,  Quebec,  April  20, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  April  15,  and  enclo- 
sures, relative  to  the  mode  of  dealing  with  articles  exported  inland  from  Canada  to  the 
United  States. 

I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  communicate  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  my  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  my  application  on  this  subject  has  been  met  by 
him. 

I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 


Sm  F.  Bruce,  ^c,  ^c,  Sfc 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Bomley's  note  of 
the  18th  instant,  which  is  accompanied  bj  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, from  his  excellency  Bawson  Rawson,  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  in 
which  he  points  out  certain  requirements  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  extradition  of 
Vernon  G.  Locke  alias  John  Parker,  or  John  Parker  Locke.  Waiving  a  con- 
sideration of  the  question  whether  the  delivery  of  Locke  could  be  claimed  pend- 
mg  his  trial  for  a  violation  of  British  law  or  his  fulfilment  of  a  sentence,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  forwarded  to  T.  Kirkpatrick,  esq.,  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Nassau,  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  such  com- 
plaints, warrants  and  depositions  as,  it  is  believed,  will  fill  the  requirements  of 
the  treaty  and  the  act  of  the  imperial  Parliament  in  force  in  the  Bahamas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  4c. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  24,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Burnley's  note,  to- 
gether with  its  accompaniments,  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  regard 
to  the  allegations  of  Mr. ,  concerning  an  organization  existing  in  Can- 
ada, having  for  its  object  the  destruction  of  adjacent  towns  in  the  United  States. 
I  beg  you  will  cause  to  be  conveyed  to  Lord  Monck  my  thanks  for  the  inform- 
ation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Burnley's  note  of 
the  18th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  received  by  him  from  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  relative  to  the  movements,  in  the  port 
of  Nassau,  of  a  schooner  called  the  Gypsy,  which  formed  the  subject  of  a 
note  of  the  3d  ultimo  from  this  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  note  of  the  2 2d 
instant,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  17th  instant  from  Viscount 
Monck,  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  announcing  the  adoption  of  certain 
measures  by  his  excellency  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the  assassination  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  requesting  you  to  communicate  to  this 
government,  on  the  part  of  the  government  and  people  of  Canada,  their  feelings 
of  abhorrence  of  the  crime,  and  sjnmpathy  at  the  loss  which  has  been  sustained 
by  the  government  and  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  must  beg  you  to  convey  to  his  excellency,  in  reply,  the  assurance  that  the 
spontaneous  and  hearty  manifestations  of  grief  and  sympathy  are  most  grate- 
fully appreciated  by  the  government  and  people  of  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Spc.   ^ 


•   Mr.  Hunter  to  SUr  F.  Bruce.  . 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  25,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  3d  instant,  informing  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  the  instance  of  Lord 
Monck,  of  the  decision  of  the  Canadian  courts  in  regard  to  the  St.  Albans 
raiders  and  their  subsequent  re-arrest  on  a  charge  of  violating  the  Queen's 
neutrality. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithMly  yours, 

W.  HUNTER,  Aaing  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^r.  Sfc.,  8^c. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Burnley's  note  of 
the  18th  instant,  and  of  its  accompanying  copy  of  Governor  Rawson's  answer  to 
Mr.  Seward's  note  upon  the  subject  of  the  equipment  of  five  vessels  at  the  Ba- 
hamas for  purposes  hostOe  to  the  United  States,  and  I  beg  you  to  cause  to  be 
conveyed  to  his  excellency  an  expression  of  my  thankfulness  for  the  information. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc,,  ^.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  April  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  caus^  the 
seal  and  certificate  of  this  depaitment,  attached  to  the  enclosed  papers  relating  to 
the  case  of  Vernon  Gr.  Locke,  alias  John  Parker  or  John  Parker  Locke,  to  bo 
authenticated  under  the  seal  of  the  British  legation,  in  order  that  the  papers  may 
receive  due  consideration  by  the  judicial  authorities  at  the  Bahamas  with  refer- 
ence to  the  proposed  extradition  of  Locke. 

I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  papers  to  me  with  the  proper  certificate,  and  to 
inform  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  that  they  will  be  forwarded  by  this  depart- 
ment to  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HDNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon,  Sir  Frbdbrick*W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

Washington,  April  25,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  I  have 
received  firom  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  enclosing  copies  of  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  British  residents  of  New  York*  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 

Clng  their  sympathy  and  condolence  upon  the  occasion  of  the  national 
vement  caused  by  the  assassination  of  the  late  President.  I  also  beg  that 
the  accompanying  despatch,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  same  document,  may  be 
forwarded  to  the  honorable  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
bmnble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Archibald  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

BRmsH  Consulate,  New  York,  April  21,  1865. 

SiS:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  copies  of  resolations  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  British  residents  of  New  York,  held  on  the  18th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
Pitssing  their  sympathy  apd  condolence  with  the  American  people  nnder  the  national 
oereayement  causea  by  the  assassination  of  the  late  President. 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  meeting-,  expressed  in  their  third  resolution,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  yon  will  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  the  resolutions  in  such 
manner  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  to  Mrs.  Lincoln 
and  the  members  of  the  family  of  the  late  President. 
I  have,  &.C., 

EDWARD  M.  ARCHIBALD. 

Hon.  Sm  F.  W.  Bruce,  G.  C.  B.,  Sfc,  8fc.,  8fc. 

[For  resolutions  above  referred  to  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.  ] 


Mr.  HurUer  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  26,  1865. 
Str  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  2l8t  instant  from  her  B^^^nic  Majestyf}^ 
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consul  at  New  York,  enclosing  copies  of  a  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  of 
British  residents  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  sympathy 
and  condolence  upon  the  occasion  of  the  national  bereavement  caused  by  the  as- 
sassination of  the  late  President.  I  received  at  the  same  time  the  sealed  packet 
addressed  to  Mrs.  Lincoln,  which,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  shall  be  for- 
warded to  her. 

I  must  beg  permission  to  assure  you  that  the  earnest  expressions  of  sympathy 
and  condolence  contained  in  Mr.  Archibald's  despatch,  and  in  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to,  will  be  received  by  the  widow  and  family  of  the  deceased,  and  by  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  as  an  acceptable  tribute  to  his 
memory,  and  a  truthful  manifestation  of  the  sentiments  of  a  large  and  highly 
respectable  body  of  her  Majesty's  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frbdbbick  W.  A.  Bbuce,  ^.,  ^.,  ^r. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  22d 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  despatch  addressed  by  Vice-Admiral  Sir  James 
Hope  to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  relative  to  the  threatened  destruction  of 
United  States  ships  on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  and  to  express  my  gratification 
at  the  hearty  disposition  evinced  by  her  Majesty's  officers  on  that  coast  to  pre- 
vent an  execution  of  the  design.. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  ilc/e^ig^  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  FRBDSRfCK  W.  A.  Bruce,  ifc.,  igc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  HuTUer  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  88,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Burnley's  note  of 
the  18th  instant,  which  is  accompanied  by  copies  of  a  correspondence  re- 
ceived from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Bahamas,  relative  to  the  movements 
of  United  ships-of-war  off  Matthew  town,  Inagua,  in  contravention  of  her 
Majesty's  proclamation.  In  reply ,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  been  invited  to  a  copy  of  that  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  three  copies  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  held  in 
London,  Canada,  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of  the  late  Presi- 
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dent    The  copies  are  destined,  respectively,  for  the  President,  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  also,  at  his  excellency's  request,  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  him  hy  the  mayor  of  Woodstock,  Canada  West,  and  of  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  residents  of  that  place,  on  the  same  mournful  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Sfc,,  4^.,  Sfc, 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

Washington,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  mayor  of  Brockville,  Canada  West,  has  requested  me  to  transmit 
to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  resolutions  passed  at  a  public  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town  on  the  occasion  of  the  assassination  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  have  also  the  honor,  at  the  request  of  the  mayor  of  St.  Thomas,  county  of 
Elgin,  Canada,  to  transmit  to  you  letters  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Lincoln,  containing  resolutions  passed  at  a  public  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^,,  Sf,,  fy;. 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  20th 
instant,  in  regard  to  the  views  entertained  by  her  Majesty's  government  upon 
a  proclamation  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  pen- 
alty to  which  non-resident  foreigners  may  be  subjected  in  violating  the  block- 
ade of  the  southern  ports.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it 
will  receive  due  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  Mai/  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  As  T  observe  that  a  large  quantity  of  cotton  was  found  in  Mobile  at  the 
time  of  its  capture,  of  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  a  portion  belongs  to 
British  subjects,  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  the  subject  under  your  notice,  in 
connexion  with  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the  Department 
of  State  and  this  legation  respecting  cotton  found  in  Savannah  and  Charleston. 

uigiLizeu  uy  'v_j  v_/v-/pc  iv. 
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It  would  appear  that  there  is  no  danger  of  the  recapture  of  Mobile,  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States  having  no  longer  any  army  in  the  field  in  that  district. 

The  most  urgent  motive  for  the  transport  of  the  cotton  thus  disappears,  and 
I  therefore  venture  to  hope  that  the  claims  of  neutrals  to  cotton  and  other  prop- 
erty may  be  taken  into  consideration  and  determined  on  the  spot,  so  that  the 
difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  ownership,  and  the  delay  occasioned  by  its  removal 
to  another  port,  may  be  avoided. 

I  may  observe,  further,  that  in  all  probability  cotton  purchased  before  the  war 
may  have  been  left  there,  for,  owing  to  the  blockade  having  been  declared  ae 
soon  as  hostilities  broke  out,  no  opportunity  was  afforded  of  taking  it  away  ; 
and  in  estimating  the  neutrality  of  residents,  this  circumstance  ought  to  have 
been  taken  into  consideration. 

The  residents  had  no  time  allowed  them  to  realize  their  property  and  take 
it  out  of  the  country,  although  the  usages  of  modem  war,  and  even  the  provi- 
sions of  treaties,  usuaUy  grant  a  sufficient  term  for  the  purpose  to  merchants  who 
are  resident  in  a  state  with  which  their  country  is  involved  in  hostilities. 

They  were  thus  compelled  to  remain  or  to  abandon  their  property. 

It  will  not  be  aihiss  to  point  out,  for  the  equitable  consideration  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  the  great  majority  of  British  residents  in  these 
cities  are  men  of  small  means,  living  by  a  small  retail  trade. 

Unable  to  leave,  they  were  compelled  by  necessity  to  seek  a  livelihood  by 
carrying  on  any  trade  open  to  them  ;  and  in  the  course  of  it,  invested  their  gains 
in  small  parcels  of  cotton,  brought  to  market  by  the  neighboring  coimtry  people, 
as  the  only  safe  investment  amid  the  uncertainties  to  which  the  value  of  con- 
federate currency  was  exposed. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  very  harsh  proceeding  to  consider  a  trade 
of  such  a  nature  as  inconsistent  with  a  position  ox  bona  fide  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  Esq.,  ^c.,  ^c,  ^. 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  1, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  St.  George's  Benevolent  Society  of  Cincinnati,  with  reference  to  the  assas- 
sination of  the  late  President.     This  document  has  been  forwarded  to  me  by 
her  Majesty's  consul  at  St.  Louis. 

I  have  also  the  honor,  at  the  request  of  the  secretary  of  the  St.  George's  Society 
of  the  city  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  that  society  on  the  same  occasion,  and  to  beg  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  cause  the  same  to  be  communicated  to  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^r,,  ^.,  ifc, 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtonf  May  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptof  your  note  of  the  Ist  instant, 
in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  cotton  at  Mobile  and  ii^^j||„Y}cinii{yv5^i<5h  may 
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be  claimed  by  British  subjects,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  submit- 
ted a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  • 
eervant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  4r.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Ist  in- 
stant, which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  resolutions  of  the  StGreorge's  Benev- 
olent Society  of  Cincinnati,  expressive  of  their  indignation  of  the  diabolical  act 
which  deprived  this  government  of  its  head,  and  of  their  sympathy  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States  in  this  their  national  loss ;  also>  a  copy  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  members  of  the  St.  Greorge's  Society  of  Madison,  Wiscon- 
sin, which,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  will  be  communicated  to  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Lincoln. 

On  behalf  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  I  will  thank 
jon  to  convey  to  the  aforenamed  8ocieti(  s  ah  expression  of  their  grateful  sense 
of  the  sympathy  and  good  feeling  manifested  in  their  resolutions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  28th 
of  April,  transmitting  a  copy  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Brock- 
ville,  Canada  West,  sCt  a  meeting  held  on  the  19th  ultimo,  expressive  of  their 
abhorrence  and  regret  at  the  assassination  of  our  lamented  Chief  Magistrate ;  also 
letters  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Lincoln,  con- 
taining resolutions  passed  in  the  same  spirit  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  St.  Thomas,  Canada. 

It  will  afford  me  much  satisfaction  to  cause  these  generous  and  friendly  reso- 
lutions of  her  Majesty's  subjects  to  be  conveyed  to  their  destination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  AcHng  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A^Brucb,  4ir.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  Mr.  Burnley's  note  of  the  18th  ultimo,  inviting  my  atten- 
tion, at  the  instance  of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  to  the 
movements  in  the  roadstead  off  Matthew  town  of  the  United  States  ships-of-war 
in  contravention  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  it  is  stated  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


142  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

that  upon  receipt  of  the  intelligence  inBtructions  were  immediately  forwarded  to 
the  senior  commanding  officer  of  the  convoy  fleet  in  the  West  Indies  to  con- 
form in  every  respect  to  the  requirements  of  the  neutrality  proclamation  of  Great 
Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  ohedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frbderick  W.  A.  Bruce,  fy:,^  4^.,  ifc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you,  with  a  request  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  their  respective 
destination,  the  following  addresses  and  resolutions  on  the  occasion  of  the  assas- 
sination of  the  late  President: 

An  address  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  London,  Canada  West,  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  corporation  of  the  same  city. 

An  address  fi-om  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Gait,  in  Canada  West,  to  the 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

A  copy  of  resolutions  adopted  by  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  Berlin  and  Waterloo,  Canada  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^.,  fy:.,  ifc. 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, transmitting  an  address  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  London, 
Canada  West,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  corporation  of  the  same  city ;  an  address  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Gait,  in  Canada  West,  to  Mr.  Seward ;  a  copy  of  resolutions  adopted 
by  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Berlin  and  Waterloo, 
Canada  West — ^all  of  them  having  been  inspired  by  the  assassination  of  the  late 
President,  and  expressing  in  becoming  terms  regret  at  the  event,  and  sympathy 
with  the  afflicted  family  of  the  deceased,  and  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Thanking  you  for  communicating  to  me  these  expressive  utterances  of  friendly 
communities,  I  beg  you  to  convey  to  their  respective  authors  assurances  of  the 
grateful  sense  entertained  by  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
of  the  sensibility  and  sympathy  thus  evinced.  I  shall  willingly  carry  out  your 
wishes  by  forwarding  the  documents  to  their  proper  destinations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4ir.,  ^,  ifc, 

uigiLizeu  uy  'v_i  v^v-/pt  iv- 
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Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  transmitting  three  copies  of  resolutions  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  held 
in  London,  Canada,  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
coln, and  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  by  the 
mayor  of  Woodstock,  and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  citizens  of  that  place 
on  the  same  mournful  occasion. 

I  win  thank  you  to  cause  to  be  conveyed  to  the  respective  parties  from  which 
these  manifestations  of  sympathy  have  emanated,  assurances  that  they  are 
gratefully  accepted  by  the  government  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  shall  not  fail  to  give  to  the  copies  of  the  resolutions  the  direction  indicated  in 
yonr  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  obedient 
Bovant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Fredbrigk  W.  A.  Brucb,  Sfc.,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  following  documents,  which  have 
been  transmitted  to  me  from  Canada  and  New  Brunswick,  and  which  have  been 
called  forth  by  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln : 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  council  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Toronto, 
Canada. 

A  letter  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward  from  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Ham- 
ilton, Canada  West,  together  with  a  copy  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  that  city. 

Resolutions  of  the  Grand  Division  Sons  of  Temperance,  New  Brunswick. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
htunble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ifc.y  ^.,  8^. 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.  | 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  13,  18G5. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th 
instant,  with  which  you  transmitted  to  me  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  council 
of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  Canada ;  a  letter  to  Mr.  Seward  from 
the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Hamilton,  Canada  West,  together  with  a  copy  of  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  corporation  of  that  city,  and  resolutions  of  the  Grand 
Division  Sons  of  Temperance,  of  New  Brunswick,  which  communications  and 
resolutions  have  been  called  forth  by  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  and 
the  events  attendant  upon  that  atrocious  act.  ^  j 
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I  must  beg  you  to  convey  to  the  respected  sources  of  these  very  acceptable  ex- 
pressions of  sympathy  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  government  and 
people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Activg  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^ ,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  pursuant  to  uno£Ei- 
cial  intelligence  which  has  reached  here,  the  insurgent  ram  Stonewall  was  re- 
cently anchored  near  the  port  of  Nassau,  after  having  captured  at  least  one 
vessel  of  the  United  States  on  her  way  firom  Europp.  According  to  another 
report,  an  United  States  schooner  which  had  been  captured  by  insurgents  in 
Chesapeake  bay  had  reached  another  British  island,  and,  though  her  restitution 
was  asked  for  by  the  United  States  consul  there,  the  request  was  refused  by 
the  authorities. 

Assuming  this  information  to  be  correct,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  this  government  must  ex- 
pect those  foreign  powers  which  have  hitherto  recognized  die  piratical  cruisers 
of  the  insurgents  as  entitled  to  belligerent  rights  in  their  ports  and  on  the  high 
seas  to  withdraw  that  recognition,  and  no  longer  to  extend  countenance  and  pro- 
tection to  those  plunderers  and  burners  of  vessels  of  the  United  States.  He 
hopes,  also,  that  you  may  be  authorized,  and  may  deem  yourself  warranted  by 
your  knowledge  of  the  present  condition  of  af^irs  in  this  country,  to  instruct  or 
request  those  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions  adjacent  to  the  United 
States  to  refuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

I  am  instructed  to  add,  however,  that  while  disclaiming  all  intention  of  offer- 
ing any  threat,  if  it  should  not  be  competent  for  you  to  adopt  the  measures  re- 
ferred to,  and  those  authorities  should  continue  to  welcome  and  grant  hospitality 
to  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents,  or  should  not  at  once  be  checked  in  that  course 
by  the  authorities  at  home,  this  government  will  deem  itself  warranted  and  com- 
pelled, with  all  reasonable  courtesies,  to  adopt  any  course  by  which  those  vessels 
may  be  prevented  from  coutinuing  their  piratical  ravages  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTEE,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

Washington,  May  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  at  the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  to 
forwaid  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  United  States  government,  copies  of 
the  report  and  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  wreck  of  the  United  States  schooner 
J.  L.  Gerrity,  which  was  run  ashore  by  her  master  on  one  of  the  Bahamas 
on  the  5th  of  April,  and  to  beg  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  commoni- 
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cate  the  same  to  the  owners  of  the  schooner,  and  to  such  other  persons  as  it 
may  concern. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, hamble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W:  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Bahama  Islands,  New  Proyidekce, 
On  the  }2th  and  I'Sth  days  of  April,  1865. 
h  the  matter  of  the  loss  of  the  American  schooner  J,  L.  Oerity,   Thomas  Knapp,  master 
stranded  on  Great  Stirrups  pay,  toithin  the  Bahama  islands, 

Seport  op  Edward  Barnett  Anderson  Taylor,  enquire,  police  magistrate  of 

THE  island  of  KBW  PROVIDENCE,  AND  ONE  OP   HER  MaJESTY*S  GENERAL  JUSTICES 
OP  THE  PEACE  IN  AND  FOR  THE  SAID  BAHAMA  ISLANDS. 

A  fonnal  mvestigatioii  into  the  cause  and  circnmstances  attending  the  stranding  and  aban« 
donment  of  the  above-named  vessel,  on  or  near  the  southeast  point  of  Great  Stirrups  caj, 
having  been  held  hj  me,  and  having  associated  with  me  the  honorable  John  Pinder  as  a«- 
sessor,  and  now,  in  conformitj  with  the  requirements  of  the  28  Vic.  chap.  14,  and  further, 
in  obedience  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  the  colonial  secretary's  letter*  of  date  4th  April, 
by  direction  of  the  governor,  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  evidence 
taken  in  the  above  case,  with  the  opinion  I  have  formed  on  the  same. 

The  J.  L.  Gerity  was  registered  at  Gloucester,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  built  in  18.54,  77  tons  and  some  odd  fractions,  fore-and-aft  rigged,  owned 
by  Humphrey  Clarke  Knapp,  (brother  of  the  master  of  the  J.  L.  Gerity,)  residing  in  Boston, 
United  States  of  America,  but  carrying  on  business  at  Gloucester,  30  miles  distant,  and  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  fishery  business. 

The  J.  L.  Gerity  left  Boston,  United  States  of  America,  on  the  6th  day  of  March  last  past, 
bound  to  New  Orleans,  one  of  the  said  United  States,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  mackerel  in  kits 
and  half  barrels,  codfish  and  potatoes,  and  with  a  deck  load  of  lumber,  drawing  nine  feet  of 
water.  Besides  the  master,  Thomas  Knapp,  she  carried  one  mate,  three  seamen  and  one 
cook — six  all  told.  She  was  insured  against  all  risks,  but  the  particular  company  or  compa- 
nies in  which  insured  is  not  here  known.  On  the  second  day  out,  having  moderate  weather, 
with  a  westerly  wind,  she  sprung  a  leak,  obliging  the  master  to  seek  the  port  of  New  Lon- 
don, in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  United  States  of  America,  when  she  was  placed  on  the 
ways,  examined  and  caulked,  at  a  cost  of  $150  or  £30.  Having  been  consi<?ered  fit  for  sea, 
she  left  that  port  on  the  19th  day  of  March  in  further  prosecution  of  her  vovage,  light  west- 
erly winds  blowing.  That  on  the  20th,  at  8  p.  m.,  the  wind  shifted  to  S.  S.  W.,  gradually 
fi-eshening  and  becoming  cloudy;  that  on  the  21st  the  wind  incressed  and  shifting  to  S.  £.; 
that  on  tbe22d  the  wind  further  increased  and  shifted  to  S.  W.,  a  heavy  sea  runmng.  The 
J.  L.  Gerity  then  labored  and  became  strained  by  reason  of  the  heavy  seas  which  swept  her 
deck  and  started  the  dock  load,  which  was  thrown  over  to  lighten  and  ease  her ;  that  she 
was  found  to  be  leaking  badly ;  that  the  weather  still  continued  bad  on  the  23d,  when  it 
was  found  the  vessel  was  leaking  800  strokes  an  hour ;  that  the  vessel  was  then  in  the  Gulf;  a 
dra^  was  constructed,  which  thev  attached  to  the  vessel ;  that  the  master  then  bore  up  for  Ber- 
muda, but  was  driven  by  the  wind  and  drifted  by  the  current  to  the  eastward  of  that  group ; 
that  the  gale  lasted  five  days,  the  wind  shifting  to  the  west,  veered  to  north,  when  the  wea- 
ther became  moderate ;  that  on  the  first  of  April  the  vessers  course  was  changed  to  S.  W., 
faitending  to  make  Hole-in-the-Wall,  or  Abaco  light ;  that  the  vessel  still  was  very  leaky, 
but  was  always  kept  free  by  the  exertions  of  the  men ;  that  Abaco  light  was  made  at  3  o*clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th  April,  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.  and  the  light  passed  at  six  o'clock ; 
that  the  course  was  then  changed  to  W.  by  S.  and  that  the  master's  purpose  was  then  fixed 
to  run  the  vessel  ashore  when  some  proper  place  could  be  found,  which  he  states  was  some 
port  of  the  Stirrups  cay ;  that  from  the  time  of  passing  the  Abaco  light-house  and  the  ves- 
sers being  put  ashore,  tl^ere  was  no  communication  with  the  shore,  by  signal  or  by  g^n ; 
that  her  course  after  a  while  was  changed  to  W.  N.  W.,  which  she  kept  until  she  was  run 
ashore  on  the  southeastern  ^int  of  Great  Stirrups  cay,  on  dangerous  ground  and  among 
breakers ;  that  around  thepoint,on  the  sheltered  side,  was  lying  the  licensed  wrecking  schooner 
Bob,  Albury,  master,  with  a  crew  of  twenty  men,  who,  as  soon  as  the  vessel  went  ashore, put  off 
with  eight  of  their  number  in  a  boat,  and  reached  the  stranded  vessel  in  about  ten  minates 
after  she  had  struck  heavily,  and  boarded  her,  took  charge  of  the  cargo  and  saved  it,  in  oon- 
junction  with  the  services  of  some  men,  the  crews  of  two  small  sail-boats,  and  by  the  two 
iigbt-keepers  at  Great  Stirrups  cay. 

These  appear  to  be  facts  which  may  be  accepted,  and  in  which  the  master,  mate,  and  crew 
agree ;  but  there  is  one  material  point  in  the  evidence  given  by  the  master  of  the  stranded 
vessel  which  is  not  fully  corroborated  by  the  mate  and  crew,  and  which  has  an  important 
hearing  on  this  inquiry.  cT/> 
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The  master,  Thomas  EDapp,  firanklj  and  openlj  avers  that  he  put  his  vessel  ashore  tn- 
tentionally,  to  save  the  lives  of  the  crew  and  to  save  the  cargo.  The  necessity  which  com- 
pelled him^  as  he  stated,  to  do  this,  was  the  frequent  murmuring  of  the  crew  at  the  work  im- 
posed on  them  of  pumping  the  vessel,  and  again  peremptorily  refusing  **  in  a  hody  "  to  pump 
any  more,  just  one  hour  wer  leaving  the  light-house,  about  6  o*clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
'5thof  Apnl. 

Now,  it  is  admitted  by  both  master  and  mate,  and  crew,  that  the  vessel  could  be  kepi  free 
with  only  one  pump  going. 

William  Wallace  Cotterell,  seaman,  shows  that  his  wat<^  turned  in  at  12  o'clock  midnight 
of  the  4th  April,  and  never  was  disturbed  until  4  o'clock,  the  period  for  relieving  the  watch. 
That  he  came  on  deck  at  4  o'clock,  took  his  ** trick"  at  the  helm,  and  afterwards  pumped. 
That  before  the  J.  L.  Gerity  struck  on  Great  Stirrups  cay,  he  had  "sucked  the  vessel  out," 
meaning,  as  he  afterwards  stated,  that  the  pump  sucked.  That  had  he  known  that  a  port 
was  as  near  as  Nassau  was  to  him,  on  passing  Abaco  light-house,  he  would  and  could  have 
worked  at  the  pump  longer.  That  he  never,  after  passing  the  light-house  of  Abaco  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  April,  renewed  his  complaint  about  pumping,  nor  did  any  of  the  crew. 
That  they  all  left  their  safety  to  the  captain,  who  promised  to  put  them  on  shore  "the  first 
c^portunity." 

It  must  oe  borne  in  mind  that  the  vessel  was  then,  at  the  time  ot  passing  the  Abaco  light- 
house, at  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  April,  running  at  the  rate  of  six  knots  an  hour, 
with  a  brisk  N.  E.  wind  aft,  fair  for  the  port  of  Nassau;  tnat  she  could  be  kept  free;  that 
Nassau  was  then  only  distant  forty-two  miles ;  that  Stirrups  cay,  the  place  uppermost  in  the 
mind  of  the  master  to  beach  his  vessel,  was  thirty  miles  distant,  only  twelve  miles  less  distant 
than  Nassau. 

That  the  course  in  passing  Abaco  light  was  southwest  by  south ;  soon  changed  to  west  by 
south,  and  subsequently,  at  a  later  period  of  the  forenoon,  to  west  northwest,  when  the  ves- 
sel was  hauled  up  for  Berry  islands. 

It  is  just  here  that  Captain  Knapp  betrayed  a  want  of  judgment  which  seems  wholly  irre- 
concilable with  the  plainest  dictates  of  duty.  In  reply  to  a  direct  question,  "Why,  in  pass- 
ing the  Abaco  light-nouse  with  a  clear  day  before  you,  did  you  not  continue  your  course,  kept 
fr^  as  your  vessel  was,  and  make  the  port  of  Nassau,  then  only  six  or  eight  hours  from  you, 
making,  as  you  were,  six  knots  an  hour,  instead  of  bearing  down  for  the  Berry  islands,  and 
then  hauling  two  or  three  points  to  the  wind  to  reach  Stirrups  cay,  which  waff  almost  equi- 
distant ft'om  the  Abaco  light?" 

In  answer,  the  master  replied :  "  The  reason  I  did  not  make  for  Nassau,  instead  of  Stir- 
rups cav,  was  because  I  considered  I  had  passed  the  port,  and  I  had  no  sail  to  beat  up.  I 
never  thought  of  Nassau.  I  thought  I  could  proceed  to  Key  West,  but  owing  to  the  repre- 
sentation ot  the  sailors,  I  changed  my  determination,  and  then  wished  to  put  the  vessel 
ashore." 

The  absurdity  in  supposing  that  he  had  to  beat  up  is  shown  by  his  previous  statements  and 
by  the  entries  in  the  log  of  the  vessel :  by  the  facts  that  there  was  a  strong  northeast  wind 
blowing  dead  aft,  as  fair  as  could  blpw  for  Nassau.  It  will  be  remarked  that  the  absurdity 
of  the  reasons  were  almost  as  quickly  weighed  as  announced,  for  the  master  immediately 
says,  **  I  never  thought  of  Nassau." 

On  referring  to  the  evidence  of  the  mate,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  states  that  after  passing 
the  Abaco  light  the  intention  was  to  proceed  to  Nassau.  The  log  was  kept  by  the  mate; 
the  entry  under  date  5th  April  is  thus : 

"This  day  cumes  in  with  10  a.  m.  fresh  winds,  couddy,  2  a.  m.  two  pump  goin^,  3  a.  m. 
made  Abaco  light  baring  S  W  W  dis.  16  miles  Jibed  main  sail  and  Run  for  it,  6  a.  m. 
Pased  Abaco  lignt,  9  a.  m.  men  came  to  Captain  and  Refused  to  Pump  eny  more  and  Captain 
concluded  to  Run  her  ashore,  the  fussd  Conveuant  place  to  save  life  and  Propertoy,  Shaped 
cours  for  Berry  Island,  11  a.  m.  made  Berry  Island  and  Run  along  shore  to  git  a  place  to 
land. 

"So  end  This  done." 

There  is  also  this  last  entiy  in  the  log: 

"6th  day  of  April  1865.  This  twenty  four  hours  cums  in  with  fresh  winds  and  clear  1  A 
M  Run  vesell  ashore  on  Sturap  Kea.  Vesell  Pounding  Heavy  Wreckers  came  on  Bord  and 
went  at  work  on  Cargo  as  fast  as  they  could  to  save  it" 

The  contradiction  between  the  statement  of  the  mate  before  me  and  the  record  in  the  log  is 
extraordinary.    The  master  states  that  the  log  is  made  up  by  the  mate. 

With  respect  to  the  "log"  of  the  J.  L.  (Jerity  or  of  that  part  which  affects  to  contun  a 
record  of  the  daily  occurrences  happening  in  that  vessel  at  sea,  I  would  remark  that  the  daily 
entries  are  not  si^ed  by  the  master,  mate,  or  by  any  other  person,  nor  by  the  master's  state- 
ment is  it  made  imperative  by  any  law  federal  or  State,  nor  is  it  customary.  The  master 
states  that  he  occasionally  read  and  approved  of  these  entries ;  that  since  his  arrival  he  has 
read  and  approved  of  the  whole.    A  journal  in  such  a  state  can  be  little  depended  on. 

Another  strong  feature  in  this  case,  evincing  want  of  judgment  and  an  indefensible  neglect 
of '  ordinanr  precaution,  even  of  safety  of  life  at  the  time  when  it  was  to  be  obtained  by  the 
sacrifice  of  the  vessel,  was  the  extraordinary  part  of  the  shore  chosen  for  running  the  vessel 
on  shore. 

uigiLizea  uy  VJlOOQlC 
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Some  time  before  selecting  a  spot  for  bis  vessel,  and  wbile  mnniDjg^  past  Great  Harbor 
eaj  and  making  for  Great  Stirmpa  cay,  tbe  master  of  tbe  wrecker  Bob  eoald  be  distinctly 
seen  over  the  limd  near  tbe  point  marked  A,  in  a  rough  sketch  of  tbe  two  cays  mentionea, 
beieto  annexed.  On  opening  points  A  (Great  Stirrups  cay)  and  B  (Great  Harbor  cay) 
the  hull  of  the  wrecker  was  seen  by  all  on  board  of  the  J.  L.  Gerity  lying  under  the  lee  of 
the  point  **A,'*  sheltered.  The  distance  between  points  A  and  B  is  4^  cables,  or  a  little  less 
thaa  a  quarter  of  &  mile.  Midway  between  these  points  is  a  channel  with  at  least  20  feet 
water,  through  which  the  J.  L.  Gerity  might  have  gone  to  seek  the  shelter  the  wrecker 
sought,  in  vrhat  is  called  Great  Harbor.  The  master  admits  that  he  did  not  refer  to  any 
chart.  In  reply  to  the  question,  •'  Why  did  you  not  seek  the  anchorage  pointed  out  to  you 
by  another  vessel  lying  there,  and  which  was  indicated  so  clearly  on  the  chart  ?**  he  repbed, 
**  I  knew  there  was  smooth  anchorage  near  the  light-house,  but  I  did  not  wish  to  anchor  and 
•ink."  But  your  vessel  could  be  kept  free?  '*My  men  were  fatigued,  and  I  had  promised 
them  that  I  would  put  her  ashore.*^ 

Captain  Kna])p  was  not  a  stranger  to  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  mariner  in  his  passage 
through  the  various  channels  leeward  of  New  Providence.  He  had  for  years,  before  the  civil 
war  in  America,  traded  between  Boston  and  New  Orleans,  commanding  square-rigged  ves- 
aels.  By  his  own  admission  he  was,  eleven  j^ears  a^o,  in  command  of  the  ship  Pontiae, 
which  vessel  was  wrecked  on  the  Great  Isaacs  just  before  the  dawn  of  day,  in,  as  he  admits, 
fine  weather. 

The  particular  cause  and  circumstances  attending  the  wreck  of  the  Pontiac  are  unknown 
to  me.  It  may  have  been  one  of  those  overwhelming  accidents  which  surprise  the  most 
guarded  and  skilful  mariner;  but  familiarized  as  Captain  Knapp  must  have  been  with  the 
charts  of  tbe  locality,  it  does  seem  surprising  Uiat,  jointly  with  his  effort  to  save  life  and 
cargo,  he  had  not  thought  of  saving  his  vessel,  the  J.  L.  Gerity,  bv  bringing  her  to  anchor 
alongside  of  the  wrecking  schooner  Bob,  then  lying  sheltered,  and  of  there  seeking  the  aid 
and  advice  which  Captain  Albury,  under  the  circumstances,  would  have  tendered,  and  which 
it  was  his  duty  and  his  mission  to  give. 

It  is  just  here  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  master  erred.  I  do  not  say  criminally — considering 
that  he  was  the  judge  of  the  necessity — ^but  he  exhibited  a  want  of  firmness  and  iudgment 
indispensable  for  the  command  of  a  vessel  under  difficulties.  Had  he  put  plainly  before  his 
men  that,  with  a  little  more  exertion,  ho  would  put  them  safely  in  toe  port  of  Nassau,  he 
would  have  satisfied  them,  for,  in  the  course  he  took,  be  appears  to  have  been  influenced  by 
lAetr  fears,  not  his  own;  for  he  says,  "/  thought  I  could  have  proceeded  to  Key  West." 

I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  invidious  comparison  between  the  mercantile  marine  of  my  own 
nation  and  that  of  another  as  powerful  and  as  enterprising ;  but  if  tbe  American  government 
would  set  up  a  machinery  similar  in  its  powers  and  scope  to  that  which  rules  the  marine  de- 
partment ofthe  board  of  trade  in  England,  where  honesty  and  skill  are  rewarded  by  the  im- 
press of  its  authority  and  protection — I  mean  the  **  certificate  system,"  which  guarantees  to 
the  ship-owner  that  the  person  he  employs  possesses  the  requisite  skill  and  judgment,  and 
which  frowns  on  the  possessor  of  such  certificate,  and  either  suspends  or  wholly  cancels  his 
license,  should  unskiuulness  be  shown,  or  the  want  of  that  judgment  which  ordinary  fore- 
sight, common  prudence,  and  proper  calculations  would  always  insure,  in  fact  a  system 
which  would  establish  a  check  agamst  those  multiform  abuses  which,  wearing  not  exactly  a 
criminal  complexion,  have  no  effectual  statutable  guards  against  their  commission — wrecks 
and  other  casualties  would  bo  much  less  frequent  in  these  waters. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Albury,  wreck-master,  and  that  of  his  crew,  seems  to  have  been 
exemplary.  He  had  arrived  the  evening  before  from  Harbor  island,  and  saw  the  J.  L.  Gerity 
go  ashore  under  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  a  heavy  sea ;  he  boarded  that  vessel  within  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  after  she  went  ashore,  and  saved  the  cargo  and  brought  it  to  this  port. 

I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  opinion  on  the  prominent  services  given  by  the  light-keepers 
at  Great  Stirrups  cay,  in  the  salving  of  the  cargo. 

About  one  hour  alter  the  vessel  struck,  they  arrived  at  the  scene  in  a  boat  and  found  Cap- 
tain Albury  and  his  crew  at  work  on  the  cargo.  It  appears  that  they  both  worked  at  the 
wreck  during  the  day,  and  through  the  night  at  intervals. 

On  principle,  I  think  that  no  light-keeper  should  be  permitted  to  work  at  a  wreck,  except 
in  cases  of  extreme  necessity  in  the  saving  of  life.  If,  by  day,  he  fatigues  himself  by  work- 
ing at  a  wreck,  he  incapacitates  himself  for  his  night  watch.  To  be  absent  at  any  time  from 
the  light-house  during  the  lighting  period,  would  be  to  jeopard  much  shipping  constantly 
passing  that  g^reat  highway.  The  saving  of  one  cargo,  wnatever  be  its  value,  would  be 
nothing  compared  to  the  risks  which  passing  ships  would  encounter  by  the  dimness  of  the 
Hght,  owing  to  want  of  that  constant  attention  in  trimming,  i&c,  the  lamps,  &c.,  or,  per^ 
haps,  in  the  total  extinction  of  the  light  The  light  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  April  must 
have  been  left  fi>r  some  periods  during  the  night  to  irresponsible  hands.  The  assistant 
keqwr  seems  to  have  been  at  the  wreck  all  night.  Even  if  the  principal  had  been  at  his 
post,  it  was  wrong  for  the  assistant  to  be  beyond  his  reach  or  call,  iiight-keepers  should  not 
oe  permitted  to  share  in  any  salvage,  in  any  case  whatever,  or,  at  least,  without  the  sanction 
4>f  the  governor,  on  a  statement  of  the  special  circumstsnces. 

E.  B.  A.  TATLOR,  Pcliu  MagistrtU^, 

I  eoncur. 

JOHN  PINDER.  ilf#es«or>]p 
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In  the  matter  of  tbe  loss  of  the  American  schooner  J.  L.  Gerity,  stranded  and  abandoned  at 
Great  Stirrups  cay,  Bahama  islands. 

Copy  of  evidence  taken  an  inquiry  into  cause  and  circumstances  attending  loss  of  ahaw  vtstet 
on  the  I2ih  and  I3tk  of  April,  A.  D.  1865,  before  Edvtard  Bamett  Anderson  TayloTy  esquire, 
police  magistrate  for  New  Providence^  and  the  Hon,  John  Finder,  associate,  assessor, 

Thomas  Enapp : 

I  am  or  was  the  master  of  the  American  yessel  called  the  J.  L.  Gerity,  of  the  port 
of  Gloucester,  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  United  States  of  America.  I  left  Boston 
on  the  8th  day  of  March  last  past,  sea  time,  bound  to  New  Orleans;  started  with  wind 
north.  I  now  produce  the  log-book.  The  wind  shi  Aed ;  the  vessel  became  leaky  the  second 
day  out,  and  we  put  her  into  New  London,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  oarg^  was 
mackerel,  codfish,  and  potatoes,  principally  mackerel,  and  a  deck  load  of  lumber;  the  weather 
was  not  heavy.  A  carpenter  surveyed  the  vessel ;  she  was  put  on  the  *^ays^*  and  thoronehlj 
overhauled  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  seams  were  open.  She  was  built 
in  18&4.  This  is  my  first  voyage.  Her  tonnage  is  seventy-seven  and  some  fraction  of 
another  ton ;  she  is  K>re-and  ait  schooner  rigged.  Three  seamen,  one  mate,  and  one  cook, 
and  myself,  in  all  told.  The  name  of  the  owner  is  Humphry  Cooke  Knapp;  he  resides  at 
Gloucester;  he  is  a  brother  of  mine.  We  left  New  London  on  the  19th  of  March,  in  prosecu- 
tion of  the  original  voyage  to  New  Orleans.  I  started  with  a  westerly  wind ;  kept  the  wind 
twenty-four  hours,  when  it  shifted  to  the  south;  nearly  calm,  light  winds.  A  strone  breeze 
the  third  day  sprung  up.  I  had  to  cross  the  Gulf;  about  half  way  across  the  wind  shifted  to 
southwest  and  blew  a  gale,  and  I  had  to  reef;  had  not  been  long  reefed,  double  reefed,  when 
I  had  my  foresail  and  mainsail  blown  away ;  a  heavy  sea  on ;  started  my  deck  load,  and  she 
began  to  leak.  I  had  no  control  over  her ;  she  strained  in  the  troueh  of  the  sea  and  I  was 
obliged  to  throw  the  deck  load  overboard  to  ease  her.  I  made  a  "firag"  with  some  lumber 
and  hove  her  to  with  it.  I  was  half  way  across  the  Gulf.  I  should  have  abandoned  her  if 
I  had  met  a  vessel.  She  was  leaking;  her  chain  bolts  had  started  by  reason  of  the  rolling. 
I  scudded  three  or  four  times  to  get  out  of  the  Gulf.  I  tried  to  fetch  Bermuda,  the  wind 
being  now  west;  I  steered  southeast,  considering  it  would  bring  me  to  Bermuda.  I  could 
not  take  an  observation.  The  third  day  came  up,  when  the  breeze  was  so  strong,  sea  washing 
the  deck,  I  could  not  steer  a  course  I  wished ;  the  current  sent  me  far  east ;  when  I  got  out 
of  the  difficulty  I  got  a  northeast  wind;  was  then  500  miles  from  Abaco.  I  was  trying  to 
make  for  it,  still  intending  to  prosecute  my  voyage  to  New  Orleans.  I  sighted  Abaco  at  3 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  wind  still  keeping  northeast;  six  o'clock  passed 
Abaco,  shaped  my  coiirse  for  Stirrups  cay.  About  8  o'clock  the  men  in  a  body  came  to  me 
and  said  they  could  not  pump  any  more ;  the  ship  was  not  seaworthy,  and  they  wished  me 
to  run  her  ashore.  She  could  be  kept  free.  I  saia  if  I  got  a  good  place,  and  could  save  the 
cargo  and  lives,  I  would  put  her  ashore.  I  went  on ;  sighted  land  about  9  o'clock,  or  between  9 
and  10,  on  the  port  bow ;  saw  no  light;  followed  the  land  along,  taking  it  to  be  Berry  islands, 
until  I  made  the  light  at  Stirrups  cay,  when  I  made  it  at  11  o'clock;  at  1  o'clock  I  saw 
a  smooth  place,  a  cove,  apparently  not  much  sea.  I  thought  it  best  to  run  her  ashore,  the 
wind  still  fresh  and  strong,  and  I  did  put  her  ashore — light  bore  about  northwest,  distant 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  This  was  day  time.  The  rate  we  were  going  was  about  six  knots. 
There  was  a  heavy  sea.  I  had  to  haul  two  or  three  knots  to  the  wind  in  order  to  get  to 
Stirrups  cay.  The  reason  I  did  not  make  for  Nassau,  instead  of  Stirrups  cay,  was  because 
I  considered  I  had  passed  the  port  and  I  had  no  sails  to  beat  up.  I  never  thought  ot  Nassau. 
I  thought  I  could  proceed  to  Key  West;  owing  to  the  representation  of  the  sailors,  I 
changed  my  determination,  and  then  wished  to  put  the  vessel  ashore.  I  never  saw  any  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  a  house  along  shore.  It  never  occurred  to  me  to  lay  to,  send  a  boat 
ashore,  and  get  hands  to  keep  her  free  and  bring  her  to  Nassau.  When  I  put  the  vessel 
ashore  the  sea  was  heavier  than  I  thought ;  there  were  breakers  on  each  side  of  me ;  we  were 
not  in  the  breakers ;  made  no  soundings ;  ran  her  within  thirty  feet  of  the  shore.  I  had  not 
been  there  ten  minutes  when  shore  people,  women  and  men,  came  on  the  beach;  could  not 
fl^t  aboard.  Before  I  beached  the  vessel  I  saw  a  vessel  bearing  from  me  south,  distant  a 
half  a  mile  from  me,  at  anchor.  I  onlv  saw  the  mast,  about  southwest  of  me.  I  was  midway 
between  the  liffht-house  and  the  vessel ;  I  did  not  know  what  the  vesseljras.  I  was  boarded 
by  Captain  Albury,  who  represented  himself  as  the  master  of  the  vessel  in  the  distance ;  he 
boarded  me  in  ten  minutes  of  my  going  ashore.  I  did  not  sound  at  all  with  any  view ;  my 
object  was  to  get  the  vessel  up  against  the  land  to  save  the  cargo.  The  schooner  drew  nine 
feet  water  loaded  with  deck  load.  After  deck  load  was  thrown  over  she  was  drawing  about 
eight  feet  water.  Captain  Albury  stated  he  was  a  licensed  wrecker,  and  I  placed  the  vessel 
and  cargo  in  his  hands  to  save. .  He  set  to  work  breaking  open  hatches ;  be  had  six  men 
beside.  Captain  Albury  took  away  six  loads  in  his  boat  (kits  mackerel)  round  to  his  veeseL 
He  was  two  or  three  hours  doing  this.  Sea  became  rougher,  tide  fell,  and  the  boats  could 
not  come  nearer;  my  crew  did  not  assist  in  saving.    The  light-house  keeper.  Captain  Moore, 

came  down  and  made  one  trip  to  Captain  Albury 's  vessel  with  a  load  of  mackerel;  he  was 
prevented  from  getting  more;  his  boat  was  stove,  and  made  an  agreement  between  them- 
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eehres  as  to  the  proportion  they  should  save.  I  made  agrreement;  wrote  it  for  Captain  Moore; 
purport  was  that  each  should  share  equally.  I  had  no  part  in  it ;  it  was  dictated  by  them  and 
they  si^ed  it.  I  had  no  gratuity  or  a  promise  of  anything  for  this  service.  The  cargo  was 
then,  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  carried  ashore  and  carried  over  theisland ;  shipped  off 
through  the  night.  I  left  about  8  o'clock  and  went  to  the  light-house,  the  light-keeper's 
house;  crew  went  up,  slept  in  assistant  light-keeper's  house;  next  morning,  five  or  six 
o'clock,  returned  to  the  vessel,  which  was  broken  in  two;  there  were  rocks  astern  and  rocks 
ahead — a  hard  bottom;  she  bumped  Yery  hard.  The  cargo  was  all  taken  out  except  seven 
or  eight  hogsheads  of  fish,  pollock  and  hake.  I  met  two  little  sloops  at  anchor  next  morning; 
they  loaded  one  full  and  the  other  partially  with  metal  off  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  I 
abandoned  the  vessel  after  remaining  at  Stirrups  cay  from  Wednesday  until  Sunday.  I  left 
in  the  schooner  Bob,  Captain  Albury,  with  my  crew.  We  arrived  here  on  Sunday  at  one 
o'clock,  wind  was  with  us;  left  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  schooner  was  insured 
against  all  risks.  I  was  told  so  by  my  brother.  I  do  not  know  if  the  cargo  was  insured ;  it 
iw^as  part  freight;  my  brother  had  a  third  or  half;  there  were  three  or  four  other  shippers. 
I  have  the  bills  of  lading.  Between  my  making  Abaco  and  my  putting  my  vessel  ashore  I 
had  never  communicated  with  the  shore,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  signal  or  verbally.  Captain 
Albury  appeared  to  have  good  control  over  his  men.  There  was  good  order  maintained  while 
saving  the  cargo.  I  noticed  that  when  the  heads  of  the  barrels  of  potatoes  fell  out  and  the 
potatoes  came  out,  they  would  not  take  them  up,  but  went  to  something  else.  Captain 
Albury  told  me  that  it  would  be  useless  to  save  them  after  they  got  wet  Captain  Albuiy 
wished  to  cut  the  rigging,  but  I  remonstrated  with  him  and  said  it  should  be  lifted.  He  said 
it  was  usual;  on  mv  refusing  to  aUow  it  to  be  done  he  lifted  it.  None  of  the  wreckers 
appeared  drank.  The  ship's  hatches  were  not  open  until  Captain  Albury  arrived,  who 
•pened  them  by  his  crew. 

There  were  twenty  barrels  of  potatoes  put  on  the  deck,  which  was  immediately  below  the 
batches ;  these  were  placed  on  deck  and  placed  aside,  and  the  mackerel  lying  next  was  got 
at;  the  potatoes  were  saved  and  carried  ashore.  The  cargo  has  been  savea  in  a  good  con- 
dition and  all  brought  to  this  port.  I  gave  no  distinct  order  about  the  cargo  heing  brought 
to  Nassau,  but  I  know  it  was  to  be  delivered  here ;  none  is  now  sold.  Mr.  Darling  is  the 
agenL  I  selected  Mr.  Darling  as  my  agent  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Jackson,  agent 
for  American  underwriters.  I  made  no  agreement  about  salvage  at  Stirrups  cay;  left  it  to 
be  settled  at  Nassau ;  none  has  yet  been  awarded ;  none  has  yet  been  claimed.  At  this 
present  monient  the  actual  amount  to  be  given  is  unknown  to  me. 

No  portion  of  the  salvage  to  be  awarded  has  been  offered  to  me  directly;  ray  duty  is  to 

F»t  the  smallest  amount  of  salvage ;  but  if  the  wrecker  could  afford  to  make  me  a  present 
would  take  it.  I  have  had  no  talk  with  my  men,  nor  have  I  promised  them,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  anything;  their  wages  has  not  as  yet  been  paid.  I  do  not  know  in  what  com- 
pany insurance  the  vessel  is  insured,  nor  to  what  amount.  My  brother  is  in  the  fishing 
business  and  owns  five  or  six  vessels  of  this  class  of  the  Gerity.  I  have  four  years  before 
the  war  traded  between  Boston  and  New  Orleans  in  square-rigged  vessels.  It  is  eleven 
years  aeo  since  I  was  at  Nassau,  New  Providence ;  I  commanded  the  Pontiac,  which  was 
wrecked  at  the  Gingerbread  Ground,  at  a  time  when  six  or  seven  other  vessels  were  wrecked. 
I  was  waiting  for  morning  to  go  round  the  Isaacs,  and  before  it  dawned  I  got  on  the  rocks. 
It  was  fine  weather,  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  New  Orleans.  She  was  insured ,  so  also  cargo. 
Cargo  brought  to  this  port  transshipped  to  New  Orleans ;  ship  was  a  total  wreck.  In  small 
vessels  like  the  J.  L.  Getity  it  is  not  customary  to  have  spare  sails.  The  a^eement  I  drew 
up  between  Captain  Albury  and  Captain  Moore  was  giSren  by  me  to  Captain  Albury.  The 
vessel  could  be  kept  free,  and  was  kept  free  from  water,  up  to  the  time  of  my  putting  her 
ashore.  I  know  there  was  smooth  anchorage  to  the  northwest  point  near  the  light-house, 
but  I  did  not  wish  to  anchor  and  sink ;  I  wished  to  save  the  cargo. 

The  assistant  light-keeper  I  led  at  8  o'clock  on  board,  and  walked  with  Captain  Moore  to 
the  light-house;  ne  introduced  me  to  his  family  and  stated  that  he  was  going  back  again. 
He  left ;  when  he  returned  I  don't  know,  but  when  I  got  up  in  the  morning  he  called  out 
from  his  room  next  to  mine,  **  Well,  captain,  we  wiU  go  hack  again;  we  got  her  out  last 
night.'* 

THOMAS  KNAPP. 

The  entries  in  log-book  are  made  by  the  mate.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  signing  these 
entries.  I  sometimes  read  them  and  approve  of  them.  The  entries  are  made  up  every 
twenty-four  hours ;  log  made  up  on  the  slate.  Since  my  arrival  I  have  read  the  log.  1 
find  nothing  wrong  in  it  The  name  of  the  vessel  is  correctly  written  on  the  back  of  the 
log-book,  J.  L.  Gerity.  The  cons  il  keeps  it.  In  case  of  wreck — the  case  of  a  return 
borne — the  owners  keep  it,  and  destroy  it  if  nothing  particular  occurs  in  it.  I  look  at  the 
map  now  shown  me  and  indicate  the  position  of  the  vessel — southeast  point  of  land  of  Great 
Stirrups  cay;  pass  one  bay  and  get  in  the  last. 

THOMAS  KNAPP. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  within  mentioned. 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOR,  Police  MagittraU.i 
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Qeorge  Poole : 
I  was  mate  of  the  Amencan  schooner  J.  L.  Geritj,  of  the  port  of  Gloucester,  m  the  Staim 
of  Massachusetts,  United  States  of  America ;  Thomas  Knapp  is  master.  We  left  Boston  for 
New  Orleans;  had  to  put  into  New  London  by  reason  of  the  leaking  of  the  vesseL  I  don't 
recollect  soundinj^  the  pumps,  but  there  were  four  or  five  hundred  strokes  an  hour.  She  was 
caulked  at  New  London.  We  were  there  nine  days ;  sailed  again,  and  when  out  three  days 
we  experienced  severe  weather  in  the  Gulf.  We  shipped  a  sea;  started  the  deck  load  of  lum- 
ber; strained  her;  split  her  sails,  mainsail,  and  foresail;  she  leaked  about  eight  hundred 
strokes  an  hour;  sea  was  high ;  we  hove  spare  spars,  made  a  **drag,**  and  laid  her  to.  One 
man  was  kept  at  the  pump  all  the  time.  The  captain  consulted  me,  and  thought  it  prudent 
to  leave  the  vessel,  but  there  being  no  vessel  by,  we  had  to  stand  by.  .  We  had  this  weather 
three  days.  We  hove  the  deck-lpad  over.  We  thought  of  going  to  Bermuda;  steered  for 
it,  when  the  wind  hauled  us  off,  and  we  got  in  the  trade  and  out  of  the  heavy  sea.  Our  de- 
termination was  to  get  to  Nassau.  We  were  then  five  hundred  miles  from  Abaco,  wind  north- 
east, and  we  shaped  our  course  for  Abaco.  Reached  there  tlie  fourth  day  of  April,  about 
eleven  o^clock  in  the  evening ;  made  the  light,  going  four  miles  an  hour ;  had  jib,  flying-jib, 
part  of  the  mainsail,  fore-gaff  topsail  for  a  foresail.  Passed  the  light  six  o'clock  a.  m.,  de- 
termination still  to  come  to  Nassau.  About  seven  o'clock  the  crew  came  aft  and  said  they 
would  not  pump  any  more.  We  were  going  six  miles  an  hour;  the  vessel  was  kept  free,  but 
it  obliged  there  being  a  man  at  the  pump  constantly.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk ;  at  last 
the  captain  said  that  he  would  put  ner  ashore  in  some  good  place  and  save  their  lives.  He 
had  told  them  more  than  once  that  if  he  met  a  vessel,  be  would  abandon  her.  I  think  the 
men  were  too  exhausted  to  hold  out  much  more.  Captain  ran  along  the  shore  for  Stirrups 
cay.  He  was  trying  to  pick  up  a  smooth  place  to  put  her  ashore.  At  Stirrups  cay,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  light-house,  the  spot  appeared  sandy,  but  it  was  bard  bot- 
tom— small  rock.  No  soundings  were  taken ;  the  sea  was  breaking  over  us  all  the  time.  It 
was  one  o'clock  she  went  ashore.  We  had  no  signal  of  distress  up.  A  small  vessel  in  the 
distance  on  our  quarter,  southeast.    Saw  no  person  along  the  shore,  or  any  houses,  until  we 

Sot  to  Stirrups  cay.  We  kept  some  distance  from  shore,  as  the  sea  was  breaking  heavy  on 
le  shore.  Saw  the  masts  of  a  vessel  at  anchor  by  the  land :  she  bore  west-southwest.  As 
we  were  passing  the  harbor  opened,  and  we  saw  her  hull.  We  struck  within  forty  feet  of 
the  shore.  About  ten  minutes  after  a  boat  came  alongside  with  Captain  Albury,  and  a  crew 
came  on  board ;  spoke  to  the  captain — not  long.  I  did  not  hear  what  about;  but  Albuiy  and 
his  crew  went  to  work;  opened  tne  hatches;  our  crew  helped.  They  appeared  orderly  in  their 
manner.  The  captain,  Albury,  appeared  to  have  control  over  the  men.  He  was  speaking 
to  them  to  hurry  along  and  save  the  vessel  before  she  bilged.  She  bilged  a  little  after  two 
o'clock.  She  was  bumping  heavily.  The  cargo  was  taken  in  from  boats  to  the  vessel  lying 
at  anchor.  On  account  of  the  sea  running  high  they  had  to  stop.  The  vessel  lay  broadside 
to  the  beach  ;  it  made  a  lee  and  the  cargo  was  then  taken  to  tne  shore.  The  light-keeper. 
Captain  Moore,  came  on  board  with  his  assistant  in  a  boat.  About  two  o'clock  they  went  to 
work ;  got  one  load  ;  carried  it  to  the  vessel  in  the  distance,  named  the  Bob,  and  in  attempt- 
ing to  get  a  second  load  she  swamped,  and  she  was  dragged  back;  mackerel  in  kits  taken  out 
■  of  ner,  and  she  bilged.  The  light-keeper  and  bis  assistants  then  came  on  board  and  assisted  in 
carrying  the  cargo  to  the  shore.  Captain  Moore  carried  Captain  Knapp,  myself,  and  crew  to 
the  light-house ;  left  us  there ;  went  back  to  the  wreck,  off  and  on,  in  the  night.  I  slept  in 
the  assistant  light-keeper's  house.  He  was  working  at  the  wreck ;  he  was  all  night  there. 
Albury  had  about  twenty  men  crew.  All  the  cargo  was  saved  except  that  staved  in  by  the  sea. 
The  wreckers  saved  in  the  order  in  which  the  cargo  was  stowed.  Mackerel  was  immediately 
under  the  hatches.  Next  morning  by  day  I  went — sunrise.  I  had  been  there  twice  at  night ; 
walked.  The  cargo  was  taken  across  the  land  to  the  boats,  and  thence  conveyed  on  board 
of  the  Bob.  Left  Stirrups  cay  last  Sunday  morning ;  arrived  at  Nassau  same  day.  I  saw 
an  agreement  written  by  Captain  Knapp.  It  was  between  Captain  Albury  and  Captain 
Moore  about  the  cargo ;  don't  know  what  it  was  about — the  particulars.  I  don't  expect  to 
receive  any  portion  of  the  salvage  on  cargo  saVed.  None  has  been  promised  to  me,  either 
directly  or  indirectly.  I  don't  know  whether  the  captain  expects  to  share  in  any  salvage.  I 
agreed  with  the  captain  as  to  the  necessity  of  putting  the  vessel  ashore.  The  vessel  was  kept 
free  of  water.  When  we  reefed  the  water  would  gain,  but  when  we  rigged  the  second  pump 
we  could  always  recover — pick  her  up  again.  Had  the  crew  not  denied  duty  we  might  have 
reached  Nassau,  probably  t^ew  Orleans ;  but  they  told  the  captain  they  had  a  right  to  reftise. 
If  we  had  gone  in  the  Gulf  and  had  bad  weather,  she  probably  would  have  sunk  down.  This 
is  my  first  voyage  in  the  vessel.  I  do  not  know  wnether  she  has  been  insured  or  not,  or 
cargo.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  sailed  with  this  captain.  I  have  been  the  master  of  fore- 
and-aft  vessels,  and  sailed  through  these  waters.  Never  here  before.  I  looked  at  the  chart 
when  I  passed  Abaco ;  wind  was  northeast.  I  could  not  find  time  to  consult  the  chart  on 
passing  Abaco  to  know  that  it  was  just  as  easy  to  make  Nassau  as  where  we  put  the  vessel 
ashore,  considering  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  the  distance  being  almost  nearly  eoual. 
On  sighting  the  light  of  Abaco  it  bore  southwest.  It  was  a  clear  night,  and  I  calculatea  the 
distance  to  be  about  sixteen  miles.  There  were  two  watches ;  four-hour  watches.  The  pump- 
ing was  in  watches,  two  hours  between  each  rest.  I  pumped  my  two  hours  as  much  as  the 
rest.    The  steward  took  his  spell ;  the  captain  also.    The  pumping  was  about  one  hundred 
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strokes  at  a  time ;  tbe  man  would  then  hare  a  breathiDf^  spell  and  pump  again.  We  went 
ashore  on  the  sandj  beach  on  the  soatheast  side  of  the  island,  between  two  small  points  of 
land.  We  had  no  gun  on  board  to  signal  to  any  one.  At  the  time  the  crew  came  aft  and 
stated  their  determination  not  to  pump  the  vessel,  the  light-house  was  bearing  northeast,  and 
we  were  heading  for  Nassau. 

GEORGE  POOLE. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  within  written,  before 
me, 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOR, 

Police  McLgittraU, 

Donald  McLean  sworn : 
I  was  seaman  on  board  the  American  schooner  J.  L.  Gerity ;  I  shipped  at  Gloucester  and 
went  to  Boston,  and  we  were  to  sail  for  New  Orleans.  Wages  at  forty  dollars.  I  am  a 
native  of  British  America,  Cape  Breton  island.  Experienced  bad  weather  and  put  into  New 
London,  and  repfured :  she  leaked  badly.  Left  New  London;  experienced  again  bad  weather 
in  the  Gulf  Stream;  it  strained  the  vessel,  tore  sails,  foresail  and  mainsail;  the  deck  load 
of  lumber  helped  to  strain  her.  We  had  this  weather  for  eight  or  ten  days.  We  went  east ; 
drifted  down ;  caught  a  northeast  wind ;  brought  us  to  Abaco  light ;  made  it  between  three 
and  four  o^dock  in  the  morning.  I  was  below ;  my  watch  was  oelow  ;  on  coming  on  deck 
at  four,  saw  light ;  passed  it  at  sunrise,  going  about  five  knots  an  hour ;  had  all  our  sails 
set ;  a  good  breeze,  and  considerable  sea.  The  vessel  was  leaky ;  she  kept  free  by  our  exer- 
tion. I  pumped  every  hour,  and  when  bad,  every  half  hour.  I  was  exhausted  and 
fifUigued,  and  I  thought  as  there  was  a  chance  to  save  our  lives,  I  need  not  pump.  I  made 
no  representation  to  the  captain  about  our  safety.  It  was  when  we  were  nearly  at  Stirrups 
cay,  about  one  o*clocli,  that  I,  for  one,  said  I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  pump  any  longer,  and 
I  wished  a  chance  of  saving  my  life.  Captain  said,  I  can't  tell  you  to  pump  if  you  don*t 
feel  inclined  to.  I  must  put  her  ashore  and  save  what  we  can  from  the  vessel.  I  should 
have  lik^d  to  have  left  the  vessel  before  we  got  land,  had  we  seen  a  chance.  Met  another 
vessel ;  we  made  no  signal  of  distress,  either  by  flag  or  by  gun ;  had  no  gun  on  board ; 
saw  no  persons  on  shore  either  way ;  no  one  had  boarded  us.  Saw  a  vessel  at  anchor  some 
distance  off  of  the  land ;  as  we  went  beyond  a  point  of  land  saw  her  hull.  A  boat  came 
to  our  vessel  after  we  got  ashore.  There  were  breakers  where  we  went  asho^'e  ;  sea  made 
a  break  over  her ;  appeared  to  be  a  rocky  and  sandy  bottom ;  she  bilged  during  the  night. 
It  was  7  o'clock  when  I  went  ashore;  a  vessel's  boat,  **Bob,"  came  20  minutes  after  we 
struck ;  some  few  words  were  exchanged  between  our  captain  and  the  captain  of  the  wrecker ; 
can't  hear  what  was  said.  Captain  of  wrecker  took  charge ;  he  appeared  to  have  full  com- 
mand of  the  crew.  I  saw  none  of  the  cargo  wilfully  cast  aside.  I  was  not  present  when 
batches  were  opened.  I  saw  no  drunkenness.  Cargo  was  saved,  with  exceptiou  of  some 
kits  of  mackerel  accidentally  stoved ;  I  think  they  were  saved.  Light-house  keeper  and 
assistant  came  in  a  boat,  and  helped  to  save  the  cargo.  I  slept  with  crew  at  light-house ;  ship's 
stores  were  carried  up  for  our  consumption ;  I  saw  nothing  of^the  cargo  opened  at  the  light-house 
and  used.  I  have  had  no  promise  made  to  pay  me ;  the  captain  told  me  our  time  is  up  when 
the  vessel  went  ashore.  I  expect  to  get  nothing  from  the  wreckers  of  anv  portion  of  their 
salvage.  The  vessel  was  in  a  dangerous  state ;  had  the  wind  shifted,  and  we  been  at  sea, 
she  must  have  gone.  I  have  never  been  in  these  waters  before ;  never  before  sailed  with 
Captain  Knapp. 

DONALD  MCLEAN. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassan,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  within  written. 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOR,  Poliee  MagUtraU. 

Horatio  C.  Gray  sworn : 
I  was  a  seaman  on  board  of  the  J.  L.  Gerity.  I  shipped  at  New  London  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  March.  I  left  on  the  nineteenth  of  the  month,  bound  for  New  Orleans;  we 
ahipped  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  from  there  to  certain  islands  for  a  load  of  fruit, 
and  back  again  to  New  York.  We  started  with  north-northwest  wind;  not  far  from 
li,  two  days'  moderate  calm.  Tuesday  morning  got  to  the  northern  edge  of  the  Gulf, 
wind  southward  and  blowing  fresh  all  day ;  continued  blowing  to  a  gale  of  wind  ;  our  sails 
began  to  split,  and  we  sprung  a  leak;  had  a  deck  load  of  lumber,  and  threw  it  overboard; 
she  leaked  badly.  We  pumped  every  half  hour,  and  oftener,  ten  minutes.  Sea  ran  very 
high ;  got  in  smooth  weather  when  we  got  to  the  southward  of  Bermuda ;  vessel  did  not 
ItSk.  so  much ;  could  manage  the  leak  by  a  great  deal  of  exertion  every  four  hours ;  I  pumped 
eight  times,  some  five  to  ten  minutes,  then  stand  and  rest.  I  was  in  the  mate's  watch,  and 
made  Abaco  light  between  twelve  and  four  o'clock.  I  forget  what  time  I  was  at  the  helm ; 
can't  say  who  had  the  trick  first ;  the  mate  was  at  the  masthead,  the  captain  was  below  ; 
canfe  np  on  deck  when  we  heard  the  light  was  made.  The  light  was  on  our  lee  bow ;  we 
)ibed  the  schooner  and  brought  the  light  on  our  starboard  bow.  All  hands  on  deck ;  I  went 
below  and  came  up  again  at  half  past  six  or  seven  o'clock ;  light  was  forward  of  the  star- 
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boaxd  quarter;  we  were  goinf^  about  three  'to  five  knots  an  hour.  I  met  one  of  tlie  otber 
watch  pnmping ;  I  took  a  spell  every  half  hour.  We  sailors  had  told  him  at  sea  that  we  were 
tired  of  pumping ;  I  told  him  that  morning  after  I  came  on  deck,  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock.  I  told  the  captain,  with  the  rest  of  the  crew,  that  we  wished  him  to  do  his  best  to 
get  us  somewhere  that  we  could  get  clear  of  the  vessel.  I  don't  recollect  how  the  light-bouse 
bore,  but  we  were  about  five  or  six  miles  from  the  light-house.  Captain  said  he  would  do 
the  best  he  could  ;  we  never  proposed  anything ;  he  said  at  sea  that  if  he  had  a  good  chance 
he  would  abandon  her  at  sea ;  we  thought  he  was  doing  the  best  thing  for  us.  I  don't  know 
how  the  courses  were  made ;  the  next  land  made  was  on  port  bow ;  ran  down  the  land ; 
after  a  while,  somewhere  between  eleven  o'clock  and  three  o'clock,  the  captain  put  tho 
vessel  ashore ;  breakers  were  running;  she  was  put  close  up  to  the  land  on 'a  rocky  uid 
sandy  bottom :  we  had  not  been  boarded,  nor  had  signalled  before  this  to  any  one  on  shore. 
As  we  opened  two  points  of  land  I  saw  a  vessel  fore-and-aft  at  anchor.  After  we  got  ashore 
a  boat  came  firom  tne  vessel,  the  "Bob,"  Captain  Albury,  came  with  his  crew  ;  I  was  for- 
ward at  the  time ;  captain  of  wrecker  went  to  work  in  a  few  minutes  after  he  came  on  board. 
I  assisted  to  open  the  hatches ;  by  the  appearance  of  captain  of  wrecker,  he  took  charge  of 
things,  saving  of  cargo.  I  could  see  nothing  disorderly  about  the  crew.  I  did  not  assist  in 
saving  the  cargo ;  in  the  night  we  went  ashore,  and  was  near  the  wreck  next  day.  Cargo 
was  ^l  saved ;  some  was  wasted ;  oould  not  be  helped.  The  vessel  bilged  in  the  night.  I 
saw  it  the  next  morning.  I  left  her  lying  quartering ;  in  the  morning  sue  was  lying  broad- 
side the  shore.  I  have  not  been  promised  anything,  nor  do  I  expect  to  got  any  thlnc^  beyond  my 
wages.  I  was  sick  after  I  arrived  here,  from  the  work  of  pumping.  I  never  asked  the  mate 
or  captain  where  are  we  going  to ;  we  knew  the  captain  was  going  to  some  smooth  water. 
Captain  was  talking  about  putting  the  vessel  ashore  at  Abaco,  but  he  said  it  was  an  iron-bound 
coast,  and  he  could  not  save  his  cargo  if  she  was  put  there.  We  were  getting  wages,  forty 
dollars  a  month.  I  am  a  native  of  New  Bedford,  m  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  aged  thirty- 
four  years. 

HOEATIO  A.  GRAY. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  within  written,  before 
me. 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOE,  Police  Magistrate. 

Joseph  William  Albury  sworn : 
I  am  the  master  of  the  wrecking  license  schooner  Bob.  I  was  on  the  5th  of  this  month 
(April)  lying  at  Great  harbor.  Stirrups  cay.  I  came  to  an  anchor  the  evening  before,  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o'clock ;  came  from  Harbor  island  On  the  5th  I  saw  a  schooner, 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  inside  of  the  point  of  Great  Stirrups  cay;  had  sail  on ;  she 
appeared  in  distress  from  the  sails  she  had  on  her.  Not  more  than  three  minutes  after  I  saw 
her  she  struck ;  there  were  breakers  outside  of  her.  I  out  boat  and  put  in  eight  hands,  and 
started  for  her;  reached  her;  sea  was  breaking  against  her  and  washing  her  deck.  ^  I 
boarded  her  on  the  lee  side;  saw  the  captain;  stated  I  was  a  licensed  wrecker;  asked  him 
first  if  he  wanted  mjr  assistance ;  said  yes.  He  said  his  vessel  was  leaking  bad.  I  said, 
**  Well,  I  will  save  it  and  take  it  to  Nassau."  He  said  very  well.  He  gave  me  charge  of 
saving  the  cargo,  the  salvage  to  be  settled  here  at  Nassau.  I  opened  the  hatch,  my  crew 
and  his  men.  I  moved  the  potatoes  aside  on  deck,  and  got  to  the  kits  of  mackerel  and  half 
barrels,  which  were  saved  in  boats,  and  had  to  stop  by  occasion  of  the  sea  being  high.  I 
had  to  lighter  the  cargo  by  a  strong  boat  to  the  shore.  The  light-keeper  came  and  assisted ; 
said  he  was  willing  to  come  in.  I  let  him  in  clear  of  800  kits  of  mackerel,  and  he 
paying  freight  of  that  which  he  assisted  in  saving.  This  agpreement  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  captain  signed  it,  and  I  agreed  to  it  and  signed  it,  and  Captain  Moore  signed  it 
also.  We  saved  all  the  cargo ;  a  sloop  was  there ;  she  took  some.  Everything  was  saved, 
cargo  and  materials.  I  had  never  seen  Captain  Knapp  before.  Cargo  is  not  all  out.  We 
arrived  here  on  Sunday  ;  salvage  not  settled.  Before  dark  light-keeper  excused  himself; 
said  he  had  to  attend  to  the  light,  and  I  never  saw  him  after.  It  is  a  fixed  light.  The 
potatoes  which  were  put  aside  at  first  were  staved ;  kits  of  mackerel  staved ;  the  sea  would 
take  the  boat,  and  as  she  would  pull  up,  the  men  would  be  taken  off  their  legs  and  a  kit  of 
mackerel  would  fall  out  of  their  hands  and  stave.  The  wind  was  northeast ;  the  vessel 
bilged.  I  said  to  the  captain  the  vessel  leaks ;  at  ni^ht  I  said  this ;  next  morning  she  waa 
reaJly  bilged.  When  the  vessel  struck  she  was  beanng  about  northeast  of  me ;  the  light- 
house was  about  the  north  of  me.    A  few  loose  potatoes  were  left  behind. 

J.  W.  ALBURY. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  within  written. 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOE,  Police  MagistraU, 

William  Parsons  sworn : 

I  shipped  on  board  of  the  J.  L.  Gerity  at  Gloucester,  in  the  State  of  Massachuaetts* 

United  States  of  America.    I  am  a  Swede.    We  shipped  I9th  Februaiy ;  went  to  Bdkton 

for  a  cargo  ;  got  it  and  sailed  for  New  Orleans ;  she  was  leaky  next  day  after  sailing.     I 

was  steward.    She  leaked  that  bad  that  I  had  to  pump  her,  and  the  captain  also ;  about 
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two  Inrndied  strokes  an  hotir  she  leaked.  We  pnt  into  Kew  London,  State  of  Connecticnt ; 
she  was  caolked ;  start  again  for  New  Orleans ;  we  had  a  heary  gale  in  the  Gulf  two  days 
after.  Have  deck  load  of  lumber ;  the  sea  high ;  the  vessel  leaked  badly,  worked  herself, 
the  seams  opened,  the  water  came  clear  out  of  the  pumps.  Captain  and  mate  said  the 
seam  aft  was  open.  The  men  had  to  pump,  watch  and  watch ;  two  hours  at  the  pump  for 
each  man ;  haa  resting  spells  of  two  or  three  minutes.  I  pumped  occasionally.  I  could 
not  cook  for  three  days  in  the  Gulf;  this  weather  lasted  five  days.  Gale  sprung  up  south- 
west, shifted  to  the  northwest.  Captain  said  he  would  make  the  first  land.  At  the  time  of 
the  gale  we  were  at  the  eastward  ot  Bermuda ;  got  in  moderate  weather.  Lost  sails,  main- 
sail and  foresail,  in  Gulf;  sails  were  good  enough,  I  thought.  We  hove  her  to  duriug  the 
gale  ly  a  "drag."  We  shaped  our  course  for  Hole-in-the-Wall.  On  the  fourth  day  of 
April,  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  made  Abaco  light ;  wind  aft,  going  at  the  rate  of  six 
knota,  a  heavy  sea  on.  The  light  was  just  put  out  as  we  passed  the  Abaco  light-house ;  I 
ean*t  say  if  the  course  was  shifted.  The  water  was  coming  up  to  the  cabin  floor;  one  dav, 
preparing  dinner,  the  water  was  over  it  from  below.  Before  arriving  at  Abaco  light,  the 
men  told  the  captain  that  they  were  played  out,  could  not  pump  any  more,  was  in  danger  of 
our  lives.  The  captain  said,  "Yes,  the  first  land  I  make  1  will  put  her  ashore:  lam 
oblig^  to  do  so."  The  wind  was  northeast,  I  believe.  On  passing  the  light  the  captain 
said,  **  We  have  thirty  miles  for  Stirrups  cay,  that  is  the  best  place."  The  seamen  never 
came  in  a  body  and  make  any  further  representation  about  it ;  left  it  to  him.  We  sailed  on, 
and  made  land  on  port  bow.  We  saw  a  vessel  lying  at  anchor,  over  the  land,  and  then  we 
saw  her  hull,  and  a  few  minutes  after  the  captain  selected  a  spot  and  put  her  ashore  near  the 
land ;  the  flyincr  jibboom  over  the  bushes.  She  jumped  twice  hard  after  she  struck  bottom ; 
was  sandy,  no  soundings  were  taken.  A  boat  came  from  the  vessel  at  anchor  and  boarded 
ns ;  asked  our  captain  if  he  wished  assistance ;  said  yes.  And  he  said,  *'  I  have  eighteen 
men."  Captain  said,  "Very  well,  my  men  are  too  tired  to  work."  They  then  set  to  open 
main  hatch,  loaded  the  boats,  and  saved  cargo,  mackerel,  potatoes.  Sea  swung  her  stem 
ashore ;  nothing  could  be  saved  by  boats ;  rest  put  ashore  on  beach.  Two  light-keepers 
came  on  board  of  us  in  a  boat  one  hour  after  we  struck ;  they  remained  all  day  and  nighi 
at  work.  I  left  the  wreck  about  seven  o*clock  and  went  to  the  light-house ;  came  back  at 
ten  o'clock,  met  the  two  light-keepers ;  I  staid  until  twelve  o'clock,  leaving  the  assistant 
down  there.  Next  morning  went  there  at  six  o'clock,  the  assistant  was  still  tnere.  All  the 
cargo  was  saved.  During  the  whole  time,  while  we  ran  from  the  Abaco  light-house  to  the 
time  we  ran  on  shore,  never  communicated  or  signalled  to  the  shore  or  any  vessel ;  never 
saw  any  one  on  the  shore,  running  down,  as  we  were  oflf  shore — two  or  three  miles  off.  The 
wreckers  were  orderly,  seemed  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  master,  Albury ;  the^  saved 
the  cargo  as  fast  as  they  could.  The  sea  broke  over  the  vessel.  I  have  not  received  my 
wages  yet  I  do  not  expect  to  receive  anything  beyond  my  wages ;  nor  have  I  been  promised 
anything  by  the  master  or  wreckers.  I  have  never  been  to  this  port  before.  Never  sailed 
with  this  master  (Knapp)  before;  have  sailed  in  other  schooners  belonging  to  the  same 
owner.  I  do  not  know  if  the  vessel  was  insured.  The  owner,  H.  C.  Elnapp,  lives  in  Bos- 
ton, but  does  his  business  in  Gloucester,  distant  about  thirty  miles ;  takes  the  cars  daily ; 
engaged  extensively  in  the  fishing  business.  I  have  been  at  sea  since  I  was  eleven  years  ot 
age,  as  second  mate,  cook,  and  steward,  different  capacities. 

WILLIAM  PARSONS. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  fijrst  within  written,  before 
me. 

£.  B.  A.  TAYLOR,  PoIm  MagistnUe. 

William  Wallace  Coterell  sworn  J 
I  was  a  seaman  on  board  of  the  late  American  vessel  J.  L.  Gerity.  I  am  a  native  of  State 
of  Maine,  Belfast.  I  shipped  at  Boston,  United  States  of  America,  bound  to  New  Orleans. 
We  left,  and  springing  a  leak  two  or  three  days  after,  put  into  New  London,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  She  was  caulked ;  I  saw  her  put  on  the  "ways ;"  her  bottom  was  coppered ; 
she  was  caulked ;  remained  a  week  ;  sailed  again  for  New  Orleans.  Two  days  after,  while 
in  the  Gulf,  wind  sprung  up  southwest ;  it  blew  a  gale,  sea  high ;  foresail  and  mainsail  blew 
away,  leaving  three  reeft  ;  threw  over  deck  load  of  lumber;  shipped  seas ;  was  forced  and 
strained.  She  then  leaked  800  strokes  on  one  tack,  and  1,600  strokes  another ;  laid  her  to  a 
"drag."  Every  half  hour  had  to  pump;  about  four  days  heavy  weather ;  managed  to 
keep  her  up  ;  all  hands  pump.  When  we  got  out  of  the  Gulf  had  moderate  weather ;  ship 
leaked  about  as  much  as  usual.  In  a  week  we  reached  Abaco  light.  I  was  in  mate's 
watch ;  about  four  o'clock  I  returned  to  the  watch,  saw  the  light  on  starboard  bow ;  passed 
the  li^bt-house  at  eight  o'clock ;  wind  aft,  sea  high  ;  going  seven^or  eight  knots  an  hour.  I 
went  oelow  and  did  not  come  up  until  four.  Before  we  made  Abaco,  a  day  or  two  before,  I 
told  the  captain  I  was  tired ;  all  of  ns  said  so.  Captain  said  he  would  leave  her  the  first 
vessel  he  came  across,  or  put  her  ashore.  After  passing  the  light-house  on  the  morning  we 
did  not  again  say  anything.  I  never  knew  where  I  was  going ;  never  heard  the  captain 
say  anything  about  Stirrups  cay.  I  think  it  was  west  by  south  I  was  steering.  I  did  not 
kiM)w  where  we  were  going.    Ihe  pump  was  working  from  about  twenty  minutes  past  two. 
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The  captain  pat  the  yessel  ashore;  he  looked  ahead  and  said,  "  I  will  pnt  her  on  there.** 
Struck  and  jumped  ;  went  close  in  shore ;  the  sea  hove  us  in.  On  ^omg  down,  before  we 
struck,  no  one  boarded  us.  Never  made  anj  si^al  to  the  shore.  The  wreckers  came  aboard 
soon  after  we  struck  ;  don't  know  what  took  place  between  our  captain  and  the  captain  of 
wreckers.  I  saw  no  drunkenness.  Captain  seemed  to  command  them.  The  light-keepers 
(two)  came  in  a  boat;  tJiej  assisted — saved  some  cargo ;  both  staid  at  the  wreck.  I  slept  at 
the  light-keeper*s  house.  Next  morning,  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock,  found  her  bilged.  I 
had  left  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  she  was  then  bilged.  I  think  we  went  ckshore 
about  a  half  mile  from  the  light  house ;  it  was  in  a  bend  round  the  point.    I  don't  expect  to 

gst  anything  bejond  mj  wages ;  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  get  tbem.  I  have  had  no  promise 
om  the  master  of  the  wreckers,  or  mj  own  captain,  to  give  me  money  or  anything  else.  I 
have  never  served  under  the  same  captain  before,  or  been  in  this  ship  before.  I  have  never 
been  wrecked  before  on  these  shores.  Have  gone  through  the  islanos  from  Boston  to  New 
Orleans.  We  would  have,  and  could,  I  think,  have  worked  longer,  if  we  had  known  we 
were  only  forty-odd  miles  from  the  port  of  Nassau,  or  we  could  have  reached  that  port 
by  the  evening  of  that  day.  I  had  sucked  the  vessel  out  just  before  she  was  put  on  shore. 
The  vessel,  I  think,  was  an  old  vessel. 

WM.  W.  COTTEREL. 

Taken  on  oath  at  Nassau,  in  the  said  island,  the  day  and  year  first  within  written,  before 
me. 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOR,  Police  Magistrate. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  true  copies  of  examinations  taken  in  above  case. 

E.  B.  A.  TAYLOR,  Police  Magistrate. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  to  forward  the  enclosed  letter,*  addressed  by  her  Majesty 
the  Queen  to  the  honorable  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will 
cause  it  to  be  delivered  to  that  lady  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant) 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  William  Hunter,  fy:,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

WcLsJiingtonj  May  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this  date, 
and  of  the  letter  addressed  by  her  Majesty  the  Queen  to  the  honorable  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  enclosed  therein,  and  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your  request, 
it  has  been  delivered  to  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^c,  Sfc ,  ifc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  mayor  of  Liverpool,  England,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  letters  addressed  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  Mrs.  Seward,  containing 
copies  of  a  resolution  which  was  passed  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 


*  Transmitted  to  Mrs.  Lincoln. 
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the  borough  of  Liverpool,  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  assasBination  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  attempts  on  the  lives  of  the  honorable 
William  H.  Seward  and  Mr.  Frederick  Seward. 

I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  cause  these  letters  to  be  conveyed  to  their 
respective  destinations 

1  bave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  8fc.,  Sfc,,  8fc. 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  7th  of  April,  relative  to  the 
case  of  E.  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  late  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  now  iva- 
prisoned  in  New  York,  I  have  the  honor  to  inquire  whether  any  answer  has  been 
received  at  the  State  Department  to  the  letter  which  Mr.  Seward  addressed  to 
the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  in  regard  to  the  indorsements  alleged  to 
have  been  made  by  him  upon  the  discharge  papers  of  these  men. 

I  have  likewise  the  honor  to  enclose  a  certified  copy  of  the  shipping  articles 
of  the  **  City  of  Richmond,"  showing  the  nature  of  die  voyage  for  which  Mr. 
Pratt  engaged. 

These  two  men  have  now  been  in  prison  for  about  two  months,  and  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  learn  that  they  may  be  set  at  liberty  on  condition  of  immediately 
leaving  ^is  country  and  prosecuting  their  voyage  to  England. 

Requesting  you  to  return  the  shipping  articles  to  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  highest  consideration,  sur,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  4^.,  tfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  and  its  accompaniments,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  J.  L.  Gerity,  and  to 
beg  that  you  will  cause  to  be  conveyed  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  my 
thanks  for  these  documents,  which  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  the 
persons  indicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his 
excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  enclosing  extracts  from 
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the  speech  with  which  his  ezcellcDcy  lately  opened  the  session  of  the  provincial 
legislature,  and  from  the  addresses  received  in  reply  from  the  legislative  council 
and  house  of  assembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Fredericton,  May  n,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  'transmit  to  joa  copies  of  a  paragpraph  from  the  speech  with 
which  I  lately  opened  the  session  of  the  provincial  legislature,  and  of  the  correspondinff 
parag^phs  of  the  addresses  which  I  have  received  in  reply  from  the  legislative  council  and 
honse  of  assembly. 

Should  you  consider  it  right  so  to  do,  I  should  feel  much  gratified  were  you  to  convey  to 
the  United  States  government  the  assurance  (though  an  almost  needless  one)  that  deep  sym- 
pathy and  profound  indignation  have  been  universidly  excited  in  this  province  by  the  atrocious 
act  recently  perpetrated  at  Washington. 

ARTHUR  H.  GORDON. 

Hon.  Sir  F.  Bruce,  8fe,,  Sfc.^  8fc, 


[Extract  from  speech.] 

The  civil  war  which  has  so  long  raged  in  the  neighboring  republic  appears  to  be  drawing 
towards  a  close.  The  restoration  of  peace  will  no  doubt  be  hailed  by  you  with  a  lively 
satisfaction,  both  as  putting  an  end  to  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  and  as  re-opening  to  com- 
merce channels  which  have  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  been  closed. 


[Extract  from  address  in  reply  to  the  speech.] 

The  prospect  of  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace  in  the  neighboring  republic  is  hailed  with 
satisfaction  oy  the  people  of  this  province.  We  assure  your  excellency  tnat  the  assassination 
of  the  President  has  excited  feelings  of  profound  indignation  throughout  this  province,  and 
our  sympathies  are  enlisted  on  behalf  of  that  groat  and  kindred  people. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

Washington,  May  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  copies  of  a  despatch,  and  of  its  en- 
closures, which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Boston,  relative 
to  a  tax  of  thirty  cents  a  ton  which  is  being  levied  upon  British  vessels  at  the 
ports  within  his  consulate,  the  measurement  being,  as  it  appears,  taken  under 
the  old  system,  whereby  the  British  register  tonnage  is  increased  nearly  one-third. 

I  beg  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  submit  these  documents  to  the 
proper  authorities,  and  I  trust  that,  in  aibcordance  with  the  suggestion  of  her 
Majesty's  consul,  the  additional  tax  which  appears  to  have  been  unduly  levied 
upon  British  vessels  since  the  1st  April  may  be  remitted,  and  that,  in  future, 
the  tax  in  question  will  be  assessed  upon  the  tonnage  borne  upon  the  registers 
of  the  British  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  WiLLUM  Hunter,  ^.,  ^.,  ^.  ^^  ,^^^  ^^ GoOg.^ 
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Mr.  Lousada  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consulate, 
Boston,  May  9,  1865. 
Sm :  I  b©ff  to  bring  to  yonr  notice,  with  a  view  to  obtain  redress,  the  practice  of  the  United 
States  custom-house  at  the  ports  within  this  consulate  with  regard  to  the  taxes  imposed  on 
British  vessels ;  a  tax  being  levied  of  thirty  cents  a  ton,  and  the  measurement  being  taken 
under  the  old  system,  whereby  the  British  registrar  tonnage  is  increased  nearly  one-third, 
causing  the  greatest  dissatisfaction. 

The  enclo^  correspondence  with  the  collector  at  this  port  will  explain  the  matter  more 
fully ;  and  as  the  **  tort"  is  persisted  in,  to  the  cost  and  detriment  of  our  shipping,  I  now  re- 
port it,  in  order  that  it  mav  be  brought  more  authoritatively  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  at 
Washington,  should  you  tnink  proper. 
I  have,  &c., 

F.  LOUSADA, 
HtT  Britannic  Majtstifs  Consul. 
Hon.  Sm  Frederick  Bruce,  O.  C.  B.,  SfCy  Sfc,  Sfc 


Mr,  Lousada  to  Mr.  Goodrich, 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate, 
Boston,  April  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  that  the  several  British  vessels  which  have  entered  at  this 
port  since  the  1st  of  April  have  been  forced  to  pay  thirty  cents  per  ton  duty,  calculated  on 
the  old  American  system  of  tonnage,  which,  as  you  are  aware,  increases  the  number  of  tons 
by  about  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Application  was  made  on  the  subject  to  Washington,  and  the  assistant'  treasurer,  under 
date  of  January  20,  1865,  replied  that — 

^'  1.  The  tonnaee  tax  of  ten  cents  a  ton  (now  raised  to  thirty  cents)  attaches,  on  entry  of 
the  vessel,  upon  the  tonnage  expressed  on  the  document  under  which  she  enters,  and  not 
upon  any  tonnage  which  may  be  subsequently  ascertained. 

**  2.  In  this  respect  foreign  vessels  differ  in  nowise  from  American.  The  tax  is  to  be  as- 
sessed upon  the  tonnage  borne  upon  their  registers." 

I  trust,  sir,  if  upon  reference  vou  find  this  opinion  to  be  maintiuned,  that  you  will  consider 
it  just  and  proper  to  remit  the  additional  tax,  unduly  levied,  upon  British  vessels  which  may 
have  entered  subsequently  to  the  promulgation  of  the  law. 
T  have  Jfe-P- 

*       **  FRANCIS  LOUSADA, 

Her  Britanic  Majesty's  Consul. 
Hon.  J.  Z.  Goodrich. 


Mr.  Lousada  to  Mr.  Ooodrich. 

Private.]  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consulate, 

Boston,  May  4,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  May  I  shortly  e^ect  an  answer  to  my  despatch  to  you  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  measurement  of  British  vessels  7 

I  am,  Ac,  F.  LOUSADA, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consid. 
Hon.  J.  Z.  Goodrich. 


JBfr.  Qoodrickto  Mr.  Lousada. 

Custom  House,  Collector's  Office, 

Boston,  May  4,  1866. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date  I  b^  leave  to  state,  that  no  instructions  from  the 
department  have  as  yet  been  received  at  this  office,  covering  your  inquiry. 
On  receipt  of  same,  will  communicate  with  you. 

I  am,  <&c.,  &c.,  J.  Z.  GOODRICH,  ColUctor. 

F.  Lousada,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul,  Boston. 
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Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instmctioDS  which  I  have  received  from  her  Maj- 
esty's principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you  a  resolution  relative  to  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  at  a  meetiDg  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Sheffield,  Yorkshire,  held  on  the  1st  instant.    . 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  .W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 

[For  the  resolution  above  referred  to  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affidrs  has  for- 
warded to  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  has  received  from  Mr.  J.  Howe,  stat- 
ing that,  when  the  fishery  commission  met  last  January  in  Boston,  Mr.  Hamlin 
and  he  arranged  the  work  so  as  to  enable  them  by  March,  1866,  (in  the  event 
of  the  termination  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  at  that  time,)  to  finish  whatever  was 
in  progress,  without  embarrassment  to  either  governmcDt. 

Mr.  Howe  states  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  th3y  would  be  able  to  do  this. 

He  then  quotes  a  letter  which  he  has  received  from  Mr.  Hamlin,  who  writes 
as  follows,  on  the  11th  March: 

''I  returned  from  Washington  a  short  time  since.  I  found  that  certain  per- 
sons made  representations  to  the  State  Department  in  relation  to  the  delay  of 
the  commissioners  under  the  reciprocity  treaty  in  not  finishing  the  work.  In 
an  interview  with  the  department  this  was  explained,  and  I  think  the  depart- 
ment was  satisfied." 

Mr.  Howe  concluded  by  declaring  that  there  is  no  fair  foundation  for  the  im- 
putation, if  such  there  has  been,  that  there  has  been  unnecessary  delay  in  for- 
warding the  business  of  the  commission ;  that  his  movements  to  the  north  have 
been  controlled  by  the  short  seasons  and  by  the  co-operation  of  the  admiral  in 
command,  and  to  the  south  by  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  in  the  near 
neighborhood  of  some  of  the  rivers  to  be  examined ;  that  the  southern  coast  will 
now  be  open,  and  that  Sir  James  Hope  has  promised  to  enable  him  early  in  the 
summer  to  complete  the  examination  of  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  "William  Hunter,  fyc.,  ^.,  4^ 


Sir  jP.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  documents,  which 
have  been  called  forth  by  the  recent  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  and  the 
attempts  to  take  the  lives  of  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  : 

1.  Address  from  the  ministers  composing  the  Niagara  annual  conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Canada;  forwarded  by  the  governor  general 
of  Canada.  ^  , 
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2.  A  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  forwarding  reeo- 
lations  of  tne  legislative  council  and  house  of  assembly  of  the  colony,  and  a  copy 
of  the  governor's  message  \o  the  two  houses. 

3.  A  letter  and  a  minute  of  resolutions  from  the  council  of  the  borough  of 
Liverpool,  England,  for  Mrs.  Lincoln;  forwarded  by  the  mayor  of  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  William  HuNTteR,  Sfc.,  S^c.,  Sfc, 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  has  brought  to  my  notice  an  alleged 
project  which  has  been  set  on  foot  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  an  expedition  to 
annex  Canada  and  Mexico  to  the  United  States. 

An  advertisement  having  been  inserted  in  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  relative  to  this 
project,  an  Englishman  in  New  York  city  addressed  a  note  of  inquiry  to  Mr. 
Gibbons,  the  person  whose  name  appears  at  the  foot  of  the  advertisement,  and 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  be- 
tween Mr.  Gibbons  and  the  Englishman,  under  the  signature  X.  Y.,  and  also 
of  an  advertisement  in  the  Brooklyn  Daily  Union. 

I  beg  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  United  States  government  to  this 
scheme,  which  would  seem  to  be  set  on  foot  with  a  view  to  disturb  the  pacific 
relations  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  to  express 
my  conviction  that  the  United  States  government  will  lose  no  time  in  taking 
steps  to  stop  this  audacious  proceeding,  and  enforce  the  law  against  the  parties 
concerned  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  8fc,,  ^.,  fyc. 

[Enclosure.] 

Mr.  Arcliibald  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

X.  Y.  to  Mr.  Gibbons. 

Brooklyn,  May  8,  1865. 

"The  writer  would  be  glad  to  learn  what  is  contemplated  in  the  matter  referred  to  bj  ad- 
Tertisement  in  the  *  Brooklyn  Eagle*  of  this  date,  and  subscribed  *Greo.  W.  Gibbons.* 

**  Any  commanications  intend^  for  the  writer  may  be  addressed  X.  Y.  box  75,  Brooklyn 
postofiSce." 


[Enclosure.] 

Mr.  Gibbons  to  X.  Y. 

New  York,  May  10,  18^. 
"  Your  note  of  the  8th  instant  received,  and,  in  answer,  would  say  that  it  is  my  intention 
of  raising  at  least  3,000  men  out  of  this  county  to  co-operate  with  a  larger  body,  either  to 
invade  Mexico  or  British  America.    If  we  can  gain  the  consent  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  this  enterprise  we  will  do  so.    If  not,  we  will  go  anyhow. 

"  Respectfully,  "  GEO.  W.  GIBBONS, 

**  Box  44,  Brooklyn  Post  Office:' 

Note. — The  reply  is  enclosed  in  an  envelope  with  the  stamp  of  R.  H.  Gibbons  &  Co.,  real 
estate  agency,  446  Broome  street,  New  York,  and  postmarked  New  York. 

uigiLizeu  uy  'v_Jv!/v/pi  in^ 
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[Enclosnre.] 

X.  r.  to  Mr,  Oibbans. 

"  May  13,  1865. 

"Sir;  Touts  of  the  lOtb  instant  received.  With  respect  to  the  business  mentioned 
therein,  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  what  are  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  connect  myself  with  the 
enterprise  jou  mention.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  force  70a 
intend  to  raise  is  reallj  decided  upon,  as  I  have  my  own  preference  in  the  matter,  but  anyhow 
desire  a  little  more  active  occupation  than  I  have  at  present 

'*  Please  address  as  before,  a.  Y.,  box  75,  Brooklyn  post  office. 

**G.  W.  Gibbons." 


[Enclosure.] 

fFrom  Brooklyn  Daily  Union,  May  8,  1865.] 

**  Annexation  of  Mexico  and  British  America  to  the  United  States, 

**  All  in  favor  of  this  project,  and  those  wishing  to  interest  themselves  in  this  matter,  will 
please  address  Geo.  W.  Gibbons,  box  44,  Brooklyn  post  office.** 


[Enclosure.] 

Mr,  Gibbons  to  X.  Y, 

**  New  York,  May  16,  1865. 
"Dear  Sm :  Yours  of  the  13th  received,  and,  in  answer,  would  say  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  party  to  which  I  am  the  leader  pro  tern,  to  declare  war  against  Great  Britain 
by  invading  the  Canadas.    I  have  3,000  men  now  enlisted. 

**  EespectfuUy,  GEO.  W.  GIBBONS, 

*•  Box  44,  Brooklyn  Post  Qfice," 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F,  Bruce, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  18th 
instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his  excellency  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  New  Brunswick,  enclosing  extracts  from  the  speech  with  which  he 
lately  opened  the  session  of  the  provincial  legislature,  and  from  the  addresses 
received  in  reply  from  the  legislative  council  and  house  of  assembly  in  regard 
to  the  restoration  of  peace  in  this  country,  and  to  the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you,  in  reply,  and  to  request  you  so  to  inform 
his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor,  uiat  the  expressions  of  good  will  and 
sympathy  contained  in  these  papers  are  highly  appreciated  by  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  4r.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

DePARI MENT  OP  StATK, 

Washington,  May  20,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  ITtli 
instant,  transmitting,  at  the  request  of  the  mayor  of  Livgg^j^gJj^^JngJ^^^^^terB 
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addreMed  to  Mra.  lincoln  aad  Mrs.  Seward,  containioff  copies  of  a  resolution 
which  was  passed  at  a  pablic  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  die  borongh  of  Liverpool 
on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  assassination  of  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  attempts  on  the  lives  of  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward 
and  Mr.  Frederick  Sewara. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  letters  have  been  forwarded  to 
their  respective  destinations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Active  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sib  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Brugb,  ^.,  8fc,,  Sgc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  contain- 
ing information  from  unofficial  sources  on  the  proceedings  of  the  ram  Stonewall, 
and  on  the  course  said  to  have  been  adopted  with  respect  to  a  schooner  captured 
by  the  insurgents  and  carried  to  one  of  the  British  islands,  of  which  the  name 
is  not  given.  The  despatch  further  repeats  the  substance  of  the  proclamation 
issued  by  the  President  on  the  lOth  of  May,  and  expresses  a  hope  that  I  may 
fed  myself  authorized  to  instruct  or  request  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonies 
adjacent  to  the  United  States  to  reiuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the 
insurgents. 

I  submitted  the  above  despatch,  as  previously  the  President's  proclamation, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

With  reference  to  the  power  lodged  in  the  governors  of  her  Majesty's  colonies 
to  dose  a  port  against  a  veseel  bearing  a  particular  flag,  I  wish  to  observe 
that  though  a  certain  discretion  may  be  vested  in  a  governor  in  dealing  with 
a  purely  colonial  question,  the*  case  assumes  a  very  different  aspect  where  the 
qnestion  is  one  of  international  rights,  the  solution  of  which  rests  within  the 
power  of  the  imperial  government  alone,  and  in  which  he  acts  under  positive 
inatructionfl. 

In  the  position  I  occupy  I  can  only  submit  to  him  the  view  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  with  such  information  as  may  enable  the  governor  to 
form  an  accurate  opinion  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country. 

This  I  have  done  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  and  without  presuming  to 
express  what  course,  under  his  instructions,  the  governor  may  consider  himself 
at  liberty  to  pursue,  I  feel  convinced  that  within  the  limits  of  his  power  Gov- 
ernor Bawsrn  will  act  in  the  spirit  which  is  prescribed  by  the  duties  of  good 
neighborhood,  and  by  an  earnest  desire  to  afford  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to 
the  government  of  a  friendly  nation. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient » 
homble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  HuNTBR,  4^.1  ^c.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  May  25,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  and  its  accompaniments,  communicating  to  me  the  intelligence  of  an 
expedition  reported  to  be  organizing  in  Brooklyn  and  New  York,  for  the  pur- 

n^C^  ugmzeaoy  Google 


162  DIPLOMATIC   COEBESPONDENCE. 

po8e  of  annexing  Canada  and  Mexico  to  tbe  United  States,  and  to  infonn  yon 
that  I  have  transmitted  a  cony  thereof  to  the  Attorney  General,  whose  early 
attention  has  been  invited  to  tne  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  BTJNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  FRBDBRirE  W.  A.  Brucb,  ^.,  ^t;.,  ^. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

W(Mhingfonf  May  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  will  be  very  much  obliged  by  your  having  the  genuineness  of  my 
signature  on  the  certificate  appended  to  the  enclosed  papers  relating  to  tbe 
Chesapeake  case  duly  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  your  legation,  and  the 
papers  returned  to  this  department  at  vour  earliest  convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HXJNTEfe,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ijfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  26,  1865. 
Sir  F.  Bruce  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Hunter,  and  begs  to  return  to 
him  the  documents  relative  to  the  Chesapeake,  which  were  enclosed  in  Mr. 
Hunter's  note  of  this  day's  date;  the  signature  of  Mr.  Hunter  having  been  duly 
certified  by  Sir  F.  Bruce. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  ^  copy  of  a  resolution*  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  me  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons  of  Ireland,  and  which 
was  passed  at  their  last  monthly  meeting,  with  reference  to  the  recent  assassina- 
tion of  President  Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
despatch  of  the  9th  instant  from  William  T.  Minor,  esquire,  the  consul  general 

*  See  Appendix,  separate  volume. 
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of  tbe  United  States  at  Havana,  relative  to  a  suspected  slave-trading  enterprise 
in  which  the  Margarita  Qaintero,  Elomea  master,  is  suspected  of  being  about  to 
engage.  I  have  put  the  United  States  attorney  at  New  York  upon  his  guard, 
with  a  view  to  proper  proceedings  should  the  vessel  touch  at  New  York, and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  also  been  placed  in  possession  of  the  facts  given  in 
the  despatch. 

I  have  the  honnr  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretxry. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc„  ^.,  i(\ 


Mr.  Minor  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

Consulate  General  op  the  Unfted  States  of  America, 

Havana,  May  9,  1865. 
Sir:  a  steatber  under  Mexican  colors,  and  named  Miugarita  Qnintero,  Elomea  master, 
arrived  at  Matanzas,  from  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and  sailed  again  on  the  Ist  instant. 
I  am  informed  that  she  is  the  property  of  Don  Julian  Znlueta  and  Captaiu  Eugenio  Vinas, 
hoth  notorious  slave  traders,  and  was  fitted  out  at  Vera  Cruz  for  the  Atrican  traffic  in  slaves. 
She  came  to  Matanzas  for  orders,  bringing  on  board  Don  Teburcio  Audia,  a  partner  of  Zn- 
lueta, being  cleared  for  New  York,  but  some  doubts  are  entertained  that  she  has  gone  to  New 
York.  Audia  will  be  the  supercargo  on  the  African  voyage.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
she  has  actually  visited  New  York  to  complete  her  outfit.  Bonds  were  given  at  the  custom- 
house in  Vera  Cruz. 

The  above  information  has  been  obtained  from  a  source  which  I  consider  reliable.    Unfor- 
tunately it  was  communicated  to  me  only  last  evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  T.  MINOR, 
*  Consul  General. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  TO,  1865. 
MvDbar  Sir  Frederick:  I  find,  on  turning  to  our  files,  that  on  the  22cl 
instant  instructions  were  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  which  he  was  requested  to 
impart  to  Earl  Russell  the  sense  entertained  by  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  of  the  manifestations  of  sympathy  and  condolence  conveyed 
to  us  in  the  despatches  addressed  by  Earl  Russell  to  you  on  the  28th  of  April 
and  6th  instant,  respectively. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  1 9th  instant,  relating  to  a  echeme 
supposed  to  be  on  foot  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  annex  Oan.ida  and  Mexico  lo  the 
United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of 
this  date,  on  the  subject,  from  the  Attorney  General's  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon. Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  At.,  Sfc,  ifc. 

'  '  uigiLizeu  uy 'v_i  v_/v-/^ 
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Mr.  A$hto%  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Attorney  General's  Officf, 

Washington,  May  29,  1865 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  von  herewith  a  copj  of  a  letter  addressed  under  the  in 
sti  notion  of  the  attorney  general  to  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  New 
Yoik,  relative  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  communication  of  Sir  Frederick  Brace  to  your  de- 
partment, dated  the  19th  instant 

Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HUBLEY  A8HT0N, 
A»9i$tamt  Attorney  Cemeral. 
Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Auing  Secretary  ofStaU. 


Mr.  Ashton  to  Mr.  SUliman. 

Attorney  General's  T>ffice, 

Mashington,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  to  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  State,  and  by  him  referred  to  this  oflSce,  giving  certain  information  tending  per- 
haps to  show,  in  the  language  of  the  British  minister,  **an  alleged  project  which  has  been 
get  on  foot  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to  annex  Canada  and  Mexico  to  the  United  States." 

This  infoimation  may  lead  you  to  make  tiirther  inquiry  on  the  subject  of  the  sunposed  or- 
ganization ;  and  should  you  nnd  that  any  parties  within  your  district  have  brougnt  or  may 
bring  themselves  within  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  neutrality,  the  attorney  general  confidently  expects  that  you  will  institute  against 
them  prosecutions  under  these  statutes. 

You  will  please  communicate  the  contents  of  this  letter  and  the  enclosures  to  the  marshal 
of  your  district,  and  if  necessary  also  to  the^ attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern 
district  of  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 
B.  D.  SiLLIMAN,  Esq., 

United  States  Attorney,  Brooklyn. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washinuton,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a  copj  of  a  despatch  which  I  have 
received  from  the  governor  of  Newfoundland,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  exe- 
cutive council  of  that  colony  with  reference  to  the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

TREDERICK  W.  ArliRUCE. 
Hon,  W.  Hunter,  Sfv.,.Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Oovemor  Grave  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

GoVERNBfENT  HOUSF, 

•  Newfoundland,  May  15, 1665. 
Sir  :  The  intimate  commercial  intercourse  and  cordial  relations  which  have  existed  be- 
tween this  colony  and  the  ^ople  of  the  United  States  have  caused  the  intelligence  of  the 
assassination  of  Fresident  Lincoln  to  be  received  with  deep  concern  and  indignation  by  the 
community,  and  a  very  general  desiie  has  been  manifested  to  convev  the  expression  of  their 
sympathy  on  this  lamentable  occasion  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
As  the  colonial  legislature  is  not  at  this  time  in,  session,  the  executive  coundl  have,  there- 
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fore,  requested  me  to  forward  to  yon  the  enclosed  resolution,*  whicb  I  shall  be  obliged  to  jon 
to  communicate  to  the  govemmeat  of  the  United  States  if  jou  should  see  no  objection  to  this 
course. 

I  have,  &c,t  ScG,t 

A.  M.  GRAVE,  Oovemor, 
Hon  Sm  F.  Bruce,  S^c,^  S^c,  9fc, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingt^m,  May  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  informing  me,  at  the  instance  of  Earl  Raesell,  that  the  labors  of  the 
fishery  commission  would  probably  be  completed  by  the  Ist  of  March,  1866,  the 
time  of  the  termination  or  the  reciprocity  treaty,  and  that  the  climate  and  cir- 
cumstanced have  heretofore  prevented  the  commissioners  ifrom  prosecuting  the 
work  with  that  despatch  which  they  would  have  desired.  In  reply,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  the  department  is  aware  of  the  diflSiculties  which  nave 
existed,  and  it  feels  assured,  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Howe,  that  he  will  employ 
every  opportunity  to  accomplish  the  end  for  which  the  commission  was  organized. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ifc,y  ifc. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F,  Bruce, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtonf  May  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  which  is  accompanied  by  the  following  documents,  originating  upon  the 
assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  and  the  attempt  upon  the  lives  of  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward  and  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seward : 

1.  Address  from  the  ministers  comprising  the  annual  conference  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  in  Canada ;  transmitted  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

2.  A  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  forwarding  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislative  council  and  house  of  assembly  of  the  colony,  with  a 
copy  of  the  governor's  message  to  both  houses. 

3.  A  letter  and  minut^  of  resolutions  from  the  council  of  the  borough  of  Liver* 
pool,  England,  presented  by  the  mayor  of  that  city. 

1  shall,  with  much  satisfaction,  cause  these  resolutions,  so  expressive  of  the 
sympathy  and  regard  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  to  be  forwarded  to  their  respect- 
ive destinations,  and  I  must  avail  myself  of  your  kind  intervention  for  the  con- 
veyance to  the  honored  sources  from  which  they  respectively  came  the  grateful 
acknoif^ledgments  of  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sm  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th  instant, 
transmitting  a  resolution  which  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  borough  of  Sheffield  on  the  let  instant,  and  presided  over  by  the  major  of 
that  city,  expressive  of  their  condemnation  of  the  assassination  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent, and  of  their  sympathy  with  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
in  this  great  national  bereavement. 

I  will  thank  you,  with  the  permission  of  her  Majesty's  government,  to  con- 
vey to  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Sheffield,  through  their  chief  magistrate, 
the  high  appreciation  in  which  their  manifestations  of  sympathy  and  good  will 
on  this  sad  occasion  are  held  by  this  government  aud  people. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Brugk,  ^.,  ^t;.,  \c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washingtow,  June  1,  1865. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  the  mayor  of  Southport,  Lancashire,  England,  I  have 
the  honor  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  United  States  government  and  for  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln, copies  of  resolutions*  passed  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
town,  expressive  of  the  deep  regret  and  indignation  which  the  recent  lamentable 
events  in  the  United  States  have  occasioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  June  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  enclosing  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Attorney  General's  office, 
relative  to  a  scheme  alleged  to  be  on  foot  in  Brooklyn  for  invading  Canada  and 
Mexico,  and  to  thank  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  inquiry 
ordered,  without  delay,  into  the  proceedings  complained  of. 

I  have  directed  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  to  furnish  Mr. 
Silliman  with  such  information  as  he  possesses  in  the  premises. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  8fc,,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

Washington,  June  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  informing  me  that  the  cases  of  E.  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  late  of 
the  "  City  of  Richmond,"  will  receive  the  early  attention  of  the  State  Department. 

Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  has  forwarded  to  me  the  enclosed  duly 
authenticated  affidavits  of  the  chief  engineer,  boatswain,  and  four  others  of  the 
crew  of  the  above  vessel,  in  support  of  Mr.  Pratt's  assertion  that  he  objected  to 
the  alteration  of  the  ship's  course  after  passing  Nahant. 

I  beg  that  due  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  statements  in  these  affidavits, 

•  See  Appendix,  separate  volume.       ugmzeu  uy  ^j ww^i^ 
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and  I  shall  be  mach  obliged  to  you  if  70a  will  return  them  to  me  when  they  are 
DO  longer  required,  as  well  as  the  shipping  articles  enclosed  in  my  note  of  the 
17th  ultimo,  and  the  discharges  of  Pratt  and  Green,  which,  as  I  am  informed, 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Uuited  States  government,  and  which  the  prisoners 
are  desirous  of  having  restored  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
•  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  W.  HuNTBR,  Sfc ,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


[Enclosure.] 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  : 

T,  William  Webb  Venn,  of  the  city  of  London,  notary  public  bj  royal  authority,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  andersisnied,  do  hereby  certify  and  attest  that  on  the  date  of  the  date 
hereof,  within  my  public  office,  William  W.  Venn,  notary  public,  personally  ciime  and  ap- 
peared William  Stone,  Jeremiah  Coglan,  Charles  Bishop,  James  Foster,  William  Grey,  and 
David  Williams,  the  six  deponents  named  and  described  in  tlie  affidavit  hereunto  annexed, 
under  my  official  seal,  who  did  then  and  there,  upon  my  administering  to  them  respectively 
oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  solemnlv  and  sincerely  swear  to  be  true 
the  several  matters  and  things  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  said  annexed  affidavit. 
rsEAL.1  ^  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  notaiial  firm  and  said  official  seal, 
*-  -'to  serve  and  avail  where  needfuL    London,  the  10th  of  May.     Injidem, 

WILLIAM  W.  VENN,  Notary  Fublie. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  London. 

I,  Joshua  Nunn,  deputy  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  London  and  the 
dejpendencies  thereof,  do  herebv  make  known  and  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
"William  Webb  Venn,  who  hath  signed  the  annexed  certificate,  is  a  notary  public,  duly  ad- 
mitted and  sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London  aforesaid,  and  that  to  all  acts  by  him 
so  done  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  given  in  judicature  and  thereout. 

Li  testimonv  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  affixed  the  seal  of  the  consulate  of 
regAi^-t  the  United  States  at  London  aforesaid,  this  11th  day  of  Mav,  in  the  year  of  our 
LCEAi>.  J   j^j.^  jgg^^  ^^^  jj^  ^^^  QQ^    ^^  ^^  ^^  independence  of  the  said  Uuited  States. 

JOSHUA  NUNN. 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  Stone,  late  chief  engineer  of  the  steamship  City  of  Richmond 
and  now  residing  at  C  Arthurs  street,  Burdett  r^id,  Limehouse,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, in  England ;  Jeremiah  Cogblan,  late  boatswain  of  the  said  steamship  City  of  Rich- 
mond, and  now  residing  at  No.  3  Craven  Cottage,  Woodham  street.  Barking  road,  in  the 
said  county  of  Middlesex ;  Charles  Bishop,  late  quartermaster  of  the  said  steamship  City  of 
Richmond,  and  now  residing  at  No.  3  Craven  Cottages  aforesaid ;  William  Grey,  late  quarter- 
master of  the  said  steamship  City  of  Richmond,  and  now  residing  at  No.  41  Evan  street 
aforesaid,  joiutly  and  severally  make  oath  and  say,  that  we  severally  signed  articles  to  join 
the  said  steaoiship  City  of  Richmond  to  take  said  ship  to  Bermuda,  or  to  one  of  the  other 
West  India  i:«land8 ;  and  we  hereby  severally  further  8ay,  and  declare  that  we  were  not  ac- 
quainted, nor,  to  the  best  of  our  knowled^  information,  or  belief,  was  Mr.  Ernest  Pratt,  the 
first  mate  of  the  said  steamship  City  ot  Richmond,  acquainted  with  the  intentions  of  the 
owners  or  captain  of  the  said  ship  in  reference  to  any  alteration  of  the  said'ship^to  Bermuda, 
or  to  any  other  of  the  West  India  islands ;  and  we  further  jointly  and  severally  make  oath 
and  say  that  we  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  natmre  of  the  cargo  on  board  of  the  said  steam- 
ship City  of  Richmond ;  and  we  further  joiutly  and  severally  declare  that  when  at  sea.  the 
first  mate,  Mr.  Ernest  Pratt,  protested  to  Captain  Scott,  the  captain  of  the  said  steamship, 
against  the  alteration  that  he  ordered  and  directed  to  be  made  of  the  course  of  the  saidsteam*- 
ship,  but  that  he,  the  said  Ernest  Pratt,  as  well  as  the  several  above-named  deponents,  ware 
compelled  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  said  Captain  Scott. 

WILLIAM  STONE. 

JEREMIAH  COGBLAM. 

CHARLES  BISHOP. 

JAMES  FOSTER. 

WILLIAM  GREY. 

DAVID  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  by  the  above-named  deponents,  William  Stone,  Jeremiah  Cog^blan,  Charles  Bishop,. 
James  Foster,  William  Grey,  ana  David  Williams,  at  my  public  office,,  in  the  city  of.  Loudon, 
this  10th  day  of  May,  1865,  before  me. 

WILLIAM  W.  W^o^iaUMttf^^i^ 
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Mr,  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copj  of  a  letter  of  the  3l8t  ultimo  from 
Major  General  Diz,  and  of  a  Btatement  made  bj  Frederick  Backstorf  and 
Matilda  Swan  in  regard  to  an  infamous  attempt  to  introduce  into  Now  York  and 
other  northern  cities  the  dangerous,  contagious  disease  known  as  yellow  fever. 

The  proceedings  already  adopted  in  Bermuda  for  the  punishment  of  some  of 
the  parties  implicated  in  this  diabolical  scheme,  and  the  requirements  of  com- 
mon humanity  so  fully  recognized  by  all  British  communities,  render  it  hardly 
necessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  you  the  expediency  of  your  communicating 
with  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  on  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  their  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  will  subject  all  the  guilty  parties  to  the  severest  punishment 
which  can  be  lawfully  applied  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedi^it 
servant 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4^.,  ifc.,  ^. 


Major  General  Dix  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

.    New  York  City,  Mmj  31,  1865. 
6m :  The  bearer,  Fuederick  Buckstorf,  from  Bermuda,  will  delirer  to  you  some  papers 
showing  that  four  trunks  of  clothing  infected  with  yellow  fever  are  now  in  this  city,  and  that 
ihi&j  were  broofht  here  by  Rainey,  a  colored  barber,  now  in  Bermuda. 

I  have  thoi^nt  the  matter  of  such  urgent  importance  as  to  warrant  my  sending*  him  to 
you,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may  bo  necessary  to  secure  tuis  city 
from  a  great  cn^amity,  especially  as  the  matter  is  beyond  the  reach  of  my  own  .authority — 
Bainey  being  in  a  foreign  country. 

Bespectfnlly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX,  Major  f3tneral, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Metropolftan  Police, 

New  York,  May  29, 1865. 

Statement  of  Frederick  Buckstoff, 

I  rende  at  172  Ludlow  street,  rear  building.  I  arriyed  here  on  Thorsday  last  from  Ber* 
muda,  in  the  brig  T.  H.  A.  Pitt.  I  left  ^rmuda  on  the  Thursday  prerious.  One  day 
before  leavings  Mrs.  Swan,  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Swan,  who  has  been  tried  and  sentenced  in 
Bermuda  for  having  in  his  possession  clothing  infected  with  vellow  fever,  told  me  that  she 
had  been  told  by  certain  parties,  (one  of  them  was  the  cook  of  the  Hamilton  Hotel,  a  negro 
woman,)  that  a  neg^ro  barber  named  Joseph  H.  Rainey,  who  went  with  Dr.  Blackburn  last 
October  to  Halifax,  and  irom  there  alone  to  New  York,  on  his  return  from  New  York  told 
the  cook  that  ho  had  taken  charge  of  four  trunks  for  Dr.  Blackburn,  containing  infected 
clothing,  and  bottles  containing  black-vomit  that  had  been  collected  by  Dr.  Blackburn ;  and 
Uiat  he,  Joseph  H.  Rainey,  had  left  the  same  in  New  York,  where  they  were  to  be  opened  and 
exposed  in  June  next.  I  also  heard  from  several  parties  in  Bermuda  that  Rainey  had  left 
Bermuda  without  means,  and  on  his  return  he  started  a  barber's  shop ;  and  it  was  known 
that  he  was  possessed  of  funds.  Mr.  Allen,  United  States  consul,  told  me  that  when  Rainey 
applied  to  him  for  a  passport  for  Now  York,  he  said  he  was  going  by  the  way  of  Halifax ; 
that  Bir.  Allen  thought  at  the  time  it  was  strange  that  he  should  take  such  an  expensive 
route,  as  the  fare  was  forty  dollars  to  Halifax,  and  the  fare  was  only  twenty  dollars  to  New 
York  in  a  sailing-vessel. 

P.  BUCKSTORP. 
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[EncloBnre.  ] 

Office  of  the  SuI^erimtendemt  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  May2»,  1665. 
Statement  cf  Matilda  Swan, 

I  tniTed  here  in  New  York  on  Thursday  last  in  the  brig  T.  A.  C.  Pitt,  from  Bermuda. 
My  husband  is  Edward  C.  Swan ;  he  was  arrested  in  Bermuda  some  weeks  since  for  having 
in  his  possession  trunks  of  infected  clothing;  they  were  sent  to  Ms  house  by  Dr.  Blackburn. 
My  husband  has  been  tried,  oonyicted,  and  was  at  the  time  of  my  leavinf  Bermuda  await- 
ing his  sentence.  A  few  days  before  I  left  Bermuda,  while  I  was  boardmg  at  the  Talford 
hotel — I  was  standing  at  the  kitchen  door — I  heard  the  cook,  a  neg^o  woman,  say  to  a  Mrs. 
EmeiT.  that  if  she,  the  cook,  had  been  called  on,  she  would  have  exposed  the  whole  matter, 
and  that  a  man  named  Rainev,  a  colored  barber,  was  the  man  who  l>r.  Blackburn  had  em- 
ployed to  take  four  trunks  of  infected  clothing  to  New  York,  and  that  they  were  in  New 
York  now,  and  she  believed  that  they  woula  certainly  have  the  yellow  fever  in  New  York 
this  summer,  and  that  Dr.  Blackburn  had  paid  him  to  take  the  trunks  to  New  York,  and  had 
started  him  in  business  in  Bermuda,  and  had  sent  Rainey  *8  family  from  Canada  to  Bermuda. 

MATILDA  SWAN. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Defaetmbnt  of  State, 

WashiTigtont  June  S,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  note  of  yesterday, 
tranemitting  to  this  goyeroment  and  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  copies  of  resolutions  passed 
at  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southport,  England,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  lamentable  eyents  which  haye  recently  occurred  in  the  United  States. 
In  reply  I  haye  the  honor  to  state  that  the  copy  for  Mrs.  Lincoln  will  be  for- 
warded to  its  destination,  and  on  a  future  occasion  the  subject  will  receiye  fur- 
ther attention. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  senrant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  SiH  FftRDBRfCK  W.  A.  BrUCB,  4^.,  SfC.f  4c. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Str  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Waehingtan^  June  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  communicating  to  me  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  you  haye  receiyed 
from  the  goyemor  of  Newfoundland,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  executiye 
council  of  that  colony  called  forth  by  the  assassinatidn  of  President  Lincoln. 

I  beg  you  to  acquaint  his  excellency  the  goyemor  of  Newfoundland  that  it 
has  given  this  goyemment  profound  gratification  to  receiye  the  cordial  expres- 
sions of  condolence,  sympathy,  and  friendship  which  are  contained  in  the  de- 
spatch and  re6oluti(m  adverted  to,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  they  will  meet  with 
a  similar  reception  by  the  people,  when  they  shall  have  been  made  public. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
n&t, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  ^. 
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Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter, 


Washington,  June  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackuowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday'a 
date,  and  of  its  enclosures,  relative  to  an  infamous  attempt  to  introduce  into  New 
York  and  other  northern  cities  the  dangerous  contagious  aisease  known  as  yellow 
fever. 

I  will  lose  no  time  in  hringing  your  communication  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
authorities  of  Bermuda,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  they  will  not  fail  to 
adopt  every  legal  means  in  their  power  for  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the 
persons  implicated  in  this  most  atrocious  scheme. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, ' 

FEEDEEIOK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  June  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  18th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  excessive 
charges  levied  on  British  vessels  in  the  port  of  Boston,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  copies  of  a  further  despatch,  and  of  its  enclosures,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Boston,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  sys- 
tem complained  of  is  still  in  force  with  respect  to  British  vessels,  notwithstand- 
ing the  instructions  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  Wm.  Hunter,  4r.,  4^?.*  4^- 


Mr.  Lousada  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate, 

Boston,  Ma^3l,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  reference  to  mj  despatch,  No.  30,  of  the  9th  instant,  I  regret  to  say  that  the  tm- 
jast  charges  to  which  British  vessels  entering  this  port  are  subjected  still  continue. 

The  enclosed  correspondence  will  show  that  on  my  remonstrance  with  the  collector,  in- 
structions were  asked  from  Washington,  and  the  reply  (copy  enclosed,  No.  1)  fully  bears  out 
my  position.  I  then  TNo.  2,  enclosed)  suggested  the  return  of  such  overcharges, and  the  col- 
lector (enclosure  No.  o)  admits  the  claim,  but  hampers  it  with  such  conditions  as  to  render  it 
practicietlly  null;  the  vessels  which  he  would  admit  as  rightful  claimants  having  already  sailed 
and  not  being  likely  to  return  itithin  the  time  limited  to  putting  in  their  claim. 

Passing,  however,  over  this,  the  original  grievance  still  continues ;  for  instance,  no  later 
than  this  25th  instant  the  **  Vivid,"  of  73  tons,  was  unlawfully  made  to  pay  |13,50  for 
measurement.  I  then  wrote  (enclosure  No.  4)  to  request  an  explanation  of  this  char^  behig 
made,  in  face  of  the  collector's  letter  to  myself  saying  that  his  instructions  from  Washing* 
ton  were  as  follows :  **  Foreign  vessels  are  not  chargeable  with  fees  for  measurement.'*  The 
collector's  reply,  received  this  day,  (enclosure  No.  5,)  is  very  unsatisfactory.  The  charge  is 
clearlv  illegal,  and  there  is  no  reason,  seeing  the  slowness  of  official  correspondence,  why 
this  rnrther  in(|uiry  may  not  go  on  for  some  time,  perhaps  throughout  the  whole  summer,  to 
the  manifest  injury  of  our  vessels.  I  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to  report  the  whole  case  for 
the  action  of  the  legation. 

F.  LOUSADA. 

Sm  F.  Bruce. 
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Mr.  Harrington  to  Mr,  Goodrich, 

Treasury  Department, 

May  6,  18G5 

Sot :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  relative  to  the  admeasurement  of  ves- 
sels not  of  the  United  States,  and  reply  that  foreign  vessels  pay  tax  on  their  tonnage  as  as- 
certained by  actual  measurement  according  to  United  States  laws,  except  when  by  treaty 
stipulations  the  tonnage  expressed  on  the  vesseFs  register  is  accepted  as  correct. 

The  method  of  admeasurement  prescribed  by  the  law  of  May  6,  18€4,  entirely  super- 
sedes that  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1799,  and  applies  as  well  to  foreign  as  to  Amencan  ves- 
sels when  the  tonna^  of  the  former  is  to  be  ascertained,  the  foreign  vessels,  however,  are 
not  chai^geable  with  ^es  for  measurement, 
lam,  sir, 

GEORGE  HARRINGTGN, 

A$$'t  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
J.  Z.  Goodrich,  8fc.,  8fc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Lousada  to  Mr.  Goodrich. 

Her  Majesty's  Consvlate, 

Boston,  May  18,  ]665 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  17th  instant,  enclosing  to  me  copy  of  treasury  letter  of 
May  6th,  the  decision  there  set  forth  would  seem  to  bear  out  my  objections  to  British  ves- 
sels paying  tax  on  the  old  United  States  measurement,  and  I  beg  to  be  informed  if  my  claim 
on  behalf  of  those  British  vessels  that  have  been  erroneously  overcharged  will  be  entertained. 
I  see  that  the  Treasurer's  minute  is  dated  the  6th  instant,  although  only  comDinnicated  to 
me  on  the  J  7th,  and  it  appears  that  no  later  than  yesterday  a  vessel,  Jane  McDingle,  of 
ti2  tons,  was  measured  accordimr  to  the  United  States  old  plan,  and  made  to  pay  on  154  tuns. 

F.  LOlfSADA. 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
J.  Z.  Goodrich,  8fc.,  8fc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Goodrich  to  Mr.  Lousada. 

Custom  House,  Collector's  Office, 

Boston,  May  25,  1865. 

8iH:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  18th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  all 
p^ments  for  excess  of  tonnage  made  during  the  coming  month  can  be  refunded  at  this  uffice. 
rrior  to  that  time  I  have  no  authority.  Application  for  a  refund  must  be  made  during  the 
present  month. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  Z.  GOODRICH,  Collector, 
F.  Lousada,  Esq. 


Mr.  Lousada  to  Mr,  Goodrich, 

Her  Majesty's  Consulate, 

Boston,  May  30,  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  The  schooner  Orina  was  charged  on  the  25th  of  May  $13  50  for  measure- 
ment. The  letter  of  the  Treasury  Department  dated  May  6,  of  which  you  sent  me  a  copy, 
says,  **  foreign  vessels,  however,  are  not  chargeable  with  lees  for  measurement."  I  shall  be 
gild  of  an  explanation  of  this  discrepancy. 

F.  LOUSADA, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul. 
Hon.  J.  Z.  Goodrich,  Sfc,  Sfc,  8fc. 


Mr,  Goodrich  to  Mr,  Lousada, 

Custom  House,  Collector's  Office, 

Boston,  May  30,  ld65. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  fevor  of  this  date, and,  in  reply,  have  to  say  that  I  reported  the 
dedsion  of  the  department  to  which  you  refer  to  the  surveyor.  He  is  having  some  further 
conespondenoe  with  the  department  on  the  subject  on  his  own  responsibility.  I  un'derstand 
him  to  say  that  he  deems  it  his  duty  to  collect  the  fees  till  he  receives  a  reply.  This  is  all 
the  reply  I  can  make. 

F.  LcvsADA,  Esq.,  ^,  ^w.,  Sfc.  c* 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  June  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  resolution  which  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  freemasons  of  Ireland,  with  reference  to  the  assassination 
of  President  Lincoln. 

With  the  sanction  of  her  Majesty's  government,  I  will  thank  you  to  convey 
to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  an  expression  of  the  grateful  estimation 
placed  by  this  government  upon  that  acceptable  manifestation  of  sympathy  in 
our  national  affliction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 
Weuhington,  June  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  5th  instant,  relative  to  the  charges  levied  on  British  vessels  in  the  port  of 
Boston,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  necessity  for  a  consideration  of  its  contents 
has  been  anticipated  by  my  note  of  to-day  and  its  accompaniments,  upon  the 
subject,  wherein  it  is  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  no  fee  for 
readmeasurement  of  British  vessels  will  be  charged ;  but  that  the  tax  cannot, 
in  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  6th  of  May,  1864,  be  levied  upon. the  basis 
afforded  by  the  British  register.  The  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston  has  been 
authorized  to  refund  any  excess  of  tonnage  he  may  have  received  under  the  act 
of  the  6th  of  May,  1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  AcUng  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A^  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 
Waskingtony  June  7,  1865. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  18th  ultimo  requesting  that  the  additional 
tax  which  is  alleged  to  have  been  unduly  levied  upon  British  vessels  since  the 
17th  of  April  may  be  remitted,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of 
a  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo  from  the  Treasury  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  4^.,  Ifc. 
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Mr,  McCuttoek  to  Mr  Hunter, 

Treasury  Department,  itfay  29, 1665. 
Sm :  I  baye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  26tb  instant,  eovering  the  dee* 
pateh  of  the  British  ninister  of  the  J  8th,  remonstrating  against  the  enforcement  by  the  col- 
lector of  Boston  of  tonnage  tax  on  British  vessels  under  the  old  system  of  1799,  whereby  their 
register  tonnaee  is  increased  nearly  one-thu'd,  and  requesting  that  the  tonnage  of  such  vessels 
may  be  hereafter  assessed  upon  the  tonfiage  borne  by  their  British  registers ;  and  also  that 
the  excess  of  tonnage  tax  thus  collected  may  be  refunded. 

The  excess  of  tonnage  tax  on  British  vessels  over  and  above  the  tonnage  ascertained  to  be 
due  by  remeasurement  under  the  act  of  6th  May,  1864,  will  be  refQuded  by  the  collector  in  . 
oompaance  with  my  letter  of  instructions  to  nim  of  this  day's  date,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hemrith  enclosed. 

With  great  respect,  H.  McCULLOCH, 

Secretary  cf  the  Treaswrp. 
Hod.  W.  Hunter,  Aaing  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  McCuUoch  to  Mr,  Goodrich, 

Treasury  Department,  May  29, 1866. 
Sir:  The  attention  of  this  department  has  been  called  to  the  imposition  of  the  tonnage  tax 
on  British  vessels  under  the  act  of  1799  instead  of  the  6th  of  May,  1864,  with  the  request  that 
the  additional  tax  which  you  have  "  thus  unduly  levied  upon  British  vessels  since  the  Ist  of 
April  last  may  be  remitted,  and  that  in  future  the  tax  in  question  may  be  assessed  upon  the 
toDnage  borne  upon  the  British  registers." 

This  last  request  cannot  be  granted.  By  letter  of  this  department  of  the  6th  instant,  you 
were  directed  to  levy  the  tonnsge  tax  according  to  the  law  regulating  the  admeasurement  of 
tonnage  of  May  6,  1864,  but  that  no  fee  for  such  readmeasurement  of  British  vessels  was  to 
be  charged  by  you. 

Tou  are  hereby  authorised  and  instructed  to  refund  to  masters  or  their  representatives  any 
excess  of  tonnage  you  miy  have  collected  of  British  vessels  as  may  be  shown  by  readmeasure- 
ment under  the  act  of  May  6,  1864,  and  in  case  these  vessels  are  no  longer  within  your 
district  or  are  loaded  for  departure,  yon  will  charge  tonnage  duties  according  to  their  several 
fidtish  registers. 

With  great  respect,  H.  McCULLOCH, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
J.  Z.  Goodrich,  Esq., 

Collector,  8fc,,  BoetoUj  Massachusetts, 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

Washington,  June  10,  1865. 

Sib  :  It  will  be  in  your  recollection  tliat,  in  the  year  1864,  a  correBpopdenee 
passed  between  this  legation  and  the  State  Department,  arising  out  of  an  offer 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government  to  station  a  sqi^&dron  on  the  Afri- 
can coast  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  in  fulfilmerit  of  the  ^ligations 
of  the  treaty  of  July,  1362.  f 

This  plan  for  a  joint  co-operation,  however,  could  ly^w/J^*^^  i©  carried  into 
effect,  owing  to  difficulties  arising  on  the  terms  of  the  '  ^*  3rf  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  into  British  '^*"^®'^^!Jfiie  African  coast, 
bnt  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stat^^"7  ^j!fc5ining  the  proposal, 
expressed  a  hope  that  no  long  time  would  elapse  l^v  *  jbe  Naval  Department 
would  be  able  to  tender  the  means  of  an  efficieis)^  P^^%ration  on  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

I  am  now  instructed,  by  her  Majesty's  princ^^^^^^^jtretary  of  state  for  foreign 
afiairs,  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  United  S  J^ovemment  to  this  matter, 

and  to  state  that  her  Majesty's  government  ai  *^^^^Mnost  anxious  to  obtain  the 
assistance  of  United  States  cruisers  in  puttfnp^'>  u  the  slave  trade ;  and  I  am 
at  the  same  time  to  assure  the  govemineiit  ^e  United  States  that  their 


f 
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cruisers  will  be  received  in  all  British  ports  on  the  A^can  coa^t  on  the  most 
friendly  terms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most  obedi- 
ent, hnmble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  HuNTBR,  Sfc,,  Sfc^  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce, 

Department  of  State,  June  12, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  10th  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of  July,  1862, 
to  keep  up  a  squadron  on  the  African  coast  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  communication  shall  re- 
ceive as  prompt  attention  as  circumstances,  well  known  to  you,  connected  with 
my  state  of  health,  will  allow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce.  Sfc.,  ^.,  Spn. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Wcuhingtofif  June  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  requested  by  the  president  of  the  Soldiers'  National  Ceme- 
tery, at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  extend  to  you  an  invitation  to  attend  the 
ceremonies  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  monument  to  the  memory  of  the 
soldiers  who  fell  on  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg,  which  are  to  take  place  on 
the  4th  of  July  next. 

The  ceremonies  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting,  and  it  is  hoped  that  you  may 
find  it  convenient  to  accept  the  invitation  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  F/iederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4^.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


.'^;^  '\         Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
^^ff^  ^^  Washington,  June  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  Yu^  c|  "  \  ^  ^s  recollect  that  in  November  last  formal  notice  was 
given  to  her  i. "  \^  ^emment  by  the  American  minister  in  London,  that 

at  the  expiration  ^v  ^nths  the  government  of  the  United  States  would 

deem  themselves  at  y  ^ote  o  increase,  if  they  saw  fit,  their  naval  armament 
on  the  lakes.  ky^  ^^e. 

In  March,  however,  -i^^d,  I ,  is,in  compliance  with  instructions,  dated  March 
8th,  informed  her  Majesty  iultinicn™®^^*  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
were  quite  willing  that  \.  Vith  th™®"^*  ^^  1817,  in  regard  to  armament  on  the 
lakes,  should  remain  prac  ^  n  force ;  that  the  United  States  had  not  con- 

structed any  additional  wa.  ^  '  3  On  the  lakes,'  and  that  no  such  vessel  would 

be  built  or  armed  by  them  ij^gguc carter;  and  that  they  hoped  the  same  course 
would  be  pursued  by  the  Bn.  ernment. 
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It  may  admit  of  a  doubt  whether  the  notice  of  the  abrogation  of  the  agree- 
ment has  been  rendered  inoperative  hj  the  communication  thns  made  through 
the  American  minister,  and,  as  it  is  eesential  that  no  misapprehension  should 
exist  on  so  important  a  point,  I  am  instructed  to  ascertain  whether  the  despatch 
to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  8th  of  March  was  intended  as  a  formal  withdrawal  of  the 
notice  given  by  the  American  minister  to  Earl  Russell  on  November  the  23d, 
or  whether,  as  the  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  that  notice  has  now 
elapsed,  the  agi-eement  of  1817  is  virtually  at  an  end,  and  the  abstinence  6f 
either  party  from  increasing  its  force  on  the  lakes,  without  further  notice,  rests 
merely  on  the  good  pleasure  of  each,  unfettered  by  any  diplomatic  engagement 

Her  Majesty's  government  consider  that,  in  the  latter  case,  a  very  inconve- 
nient state  of  things  would  exist ;  and  I  am  directed  to  add,  that  it  appears  to 
her  Majesty's  government  that  the  best  course  would  be,  that  the  notice  of 
November  23d  should  be  formally  withdrawn,  whereby  the  agreement  of  181 7 
would  remain  unimpaired,  and  would  continue  binding  on  both  parties  until  six 
months  after  fresh  notice  by  either  of  them  of  its  abrogation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^c,  Sfc.,  S^. . 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Wafhingtony  June  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j^our  note  of  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  notice  given  by  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell  in  November,  1864, 
and  also  having  reference  to  a  subsequent  note  of  the  8th  of  March,  which  Mr. 
Adams  addressed  to  his  lordship,  touching  the  increase  of  naval  armaments  on 
the  lakes.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  instruction  to 
the  United  States  minister  at  London,  upon  which  his  note  of  the  8th  of  March 
referred  to  was  based,  was  intended  as  a  withdrawal  of  the  previous  notice 
within  the  time  allowed,  and  that  it  is  so  held  by  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sib  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4^.,  ^.,  ^c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  June  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  beg  you  to  thank  the  president  of  the  Soldiers'  National  Cemetery  at 
Gettysburg  for  the  invitation  to  attend  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  comer-stone 
of  the  monument  at  that  place  on  the  4th  of  July. 

I  regret  that  circumstances  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  be  present  on  so  inter- 
eiting  an  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration^  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
homble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  i^Cy 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpabtimbnt  of  State, 

WaBkingUm,  June  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  Due  consideration  has  been  given  to  a  de^^patch  which  £arl  Russell 
addressed  to  you  on  the  2d  of  June,  instant,  and  of  which  on  tho  14th  instant 
jou  were  so  kind  as  to  leave  a  copv  at  this  department.     The  President  is 

Satified  by  the  information  which  tnat  paper  contains,  to  the  effect  that  her 
aJ6Sty's  government  has  determined  to  consider  the  war  which  has  lately 
prevailed  between  the  United  States  and  the  insurgents  of  this  country  to 
have  ceased  defactOt  and  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  recognized  the  re* 
establishment  of  peace  within  the  whole  territory  of  which  the  United  States 
were  in  imdisturbed  possession  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war. 

The  President  is  also  mtified  to  learn  from  Earl  Russell's  despatch  that  her 
Majesty's  government  wul  forthwith  send  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  all  ports, 
harbors,  apd  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  whether  in  the  United  Kingdom 
or  beyond  the  seas,  orders  henceforth  to  refuse  admission  into  any  such  ports, 
harbors,  and  waters  of  any  vessel-of-war  carrying;  the  insurgent  fla^,  and  to 
require  any  insurgent  vessds-of-war,  which,  after  the  time  that  the  orders  may 
be  received  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  may  have  already  entered  such  ports, 
and  which,  having  complied  with  the  previous  proclamations  of  the  British 
government,  may  be  actually  within  sucn  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  forthwith 
to  depart  from  the  same. 

It  is  with  regret,  however,  that  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Earl  RusselPs 
aforesaid  despatch  is  accompanied  by  some  explanations  and  reservations,  which 
are  deemed  unacceptable  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  do  not  now  admit  what 
thev  have  heretofore  constantly  controverted,  that  the  original  concession  of 
belligerent  privileges  to  the  rebels  by  Great  Britain  was  either  necessary  or 
just,  or  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations. 

The  correspondence  which  took  place  between  this  government  and  that  of 
her  Majesty,  at  an  early  stage  of  the  insurrection,  shows  that  the  United  States 
deemed  the  formation  of  a  mutual  engagement  by  Great  Britain  with  France, 
that  those  two  powers  would  act  in  concert  with  regard  to  the  said  insurrection, 
to  be  an  unfriendly  proceeding,  and  that  the  United  States  therefore  declined 
to  receive  from  either  of  those  powers  any  communication  which  avowed  the 
existence  of  such  an  arrangement.  I  have,  therefore,  now  to  re^et  that  Earl 
Russell  has  thought  it  necessary  to  inform  this  government  that  her  Majesty's 
government  have  found  it  expedient  to  consult  with  the  government  of  France 
upon  the  questions  whether  her  Majesty's  government  will  now  recognize  the 
restoration  of  peace  in  the  United  States. 

If  is  a  further  source  of  regret  that  her  Majesty's  government  avow  that  they 
will  continue  still  to  require  that  any  United  States  cruisers  which  shall  here- 
after be  lying  within  a  British  port,  harbor,  or  waters,  shall  be  detained  twenlnr- 
four  hours,  so  as  to  afibrd  an  opportunity  for  an  insurgent  vessel,  she  actually 
being  within  the  said  port^  harbor,  or  waters,  to  gain  the  advantage  of  the  same 
time  for  her  departure  from  the  same  port,  harbor,  or  waters. 

It  is  a  further  source  of  regret  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  make  the  additional  reservation  in  favor  of  insurgent  vessds-of- 
war,  that,  for  the  period  of  a  whole  month,  which  shall  elapse  after  the  new 
orders  now  to  be  issued  by  her  Majesty's  government  shall  have  been  reoeived 
by  the  said  authorities,  any  insurgent  vessel  which  may  be  found  in,  or  may 
enter  any  port,  harbor,  or  waters  of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  and  which  may 
desire  to  divest  itself  of  its  warlike  character  and  to  assume  the  flag  of  any 
nation  recognized  by  her  Majesty's  government  with  which  her  Migesty  is  at 
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peace,  will  be  allowed  to  do  so ;  and  farther,  that  such  yessels,  after  disarming 
themselves,  will  be  permitted  to  remain  in  such  port,  harbor,  or  waters  without 
an  insurgent  flag,  although  the  twenty-four-hours  rule  will  not  be  applicable  to 
the  cases  of  such  vessels.  Far  from  being  able  to  admit  the  legality  or  justice  of 
the  instruction  thus  made,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  your  excellency  that  in  the 
first  place  the  United  States  cannot  consent  to  an  abridgment  of  reciprocal 
hospitalities  between  the  public  vessels  of  the- United  States  and  those  of 
Great  Britain.  So  long  as  her  Majesty's  govemmeint  shall  insist' upon  en- 
forcing Xhe  twenty-four-hours  rule,  before  mentioned,  of  which  the  United 
Sates  have  so  long,  and,  as  they  think,  so  justly  complained,  the  United 
Sates  must  apply  the  same  rule  to  public  vessels  of  Great  Britain. 

Again,  it  is  my  duty  further  to  state  that  the  United  States  cannot  admit, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  they  controvert  and  protest  against,  the  decision  of  the 
British  government  which  would  allow  vessels-of-war  of  insurgents  or  pirates 
to  enter  or  to  leave  British  ports,  whether  for  disarmament  or  otherwise,  or  for 
assuming  a  foreign  flag  or  otherwise.  As  to  all  insurgent  or  piratical  vessels 
fonnd  in  ports,  harbors,  or  waters  of  British  dominions,  whether  they  entered 
into  such  ports,  harbors,  or  waters'  before  or  after  any  new  orders  of  her 
Majesty's  government  may  be  received  by  any  authority  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment established  there,  this  government  maintains  and  insists  that  such 
▼essels  are  forfeited  to  and  ought  to  be  delivered  to  the  United  States  upon 
reasonable  application  in  such  cases  made ;  and  that  if  captured  at  sea,  under 
whatever  flag,  by  a  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  such  a  capture  will  be 
lawful. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  exceptions  and  reservations  which  have  been 
made  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  which  have  been  herein  considered, 
the  United  States  accept  with  pleasure  the  declaration  by  which  her  Majesty's 
government  have  withdrawn  their  former  concession  of  a  belligerent  charactev 
to  the  insurgents;  and  this. government  further  freely  admits  that  the  normal 
relations  between  the  two  countries  being  practically  restored  to  the  condition 
in  which  they  stood  before  the  civil  war,  the  right  to  search  British  vessels  has 
come  to  an  end  by  an  arrangement  satisfiEu^tory  in  every  material  respect  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  this  government  to  know  that  her 
Majes^'s  government  have  considered  the  views  herein  presented  in  a  spirik 
favorable  to  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  and  intimate  friendship  between  the 
two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Brucb,  Sfc.  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


[Oommtimcated  by  the  Britiih  legation  Jane  14,  1865,  and  referred  to  in  the  preeeding 

note.] 

Foreign  Office,  June  2, 1866. 

Sm:  I  received  on  the  25th  ultimo  your  despfttch  of  the  10th  ultimo,  encloging  a  copy, 
taken  from  a  newepaper,  of  a  proclamation  iBsned  hj  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
that  daj,  declaring,  among  other  matters,  that  **  armed  resistance  to  the  authority  of  this 
^remment,''  viz.,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  **may  be  regarded  as  yirtually  at  an 
end,  and  the  persons  by  whom  that  resistance  as  well  as  the  operations  of  insurgent  cmisera 
were  directed  are  fngitives  or  captives.** 

Ob  the  day  following  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  intelligence  reached  this  country  of  the 
capture  of  president  Dayis  by  the  military  forces  of  the  Umted  States. 

In  this  state  of  things  her  M^esty's  government  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  the 
government  of  tiie  Emperor  of  the  French  as  to  the  course  which  should  be  pursued  by  the 
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two  goTeroments,  and  while  these  commctnicationB  were  in  progress  I  received  officially  from 
Mr.  Adams,  on  the  30th  nltimo,  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  10th. 

It  would,  indeed,  have  been  more  satisfactory  if  the  government  of  the  United  States  had 
accompanied  the  communication  of  the  President's  proclamation  with  a  declaration  that 
they  formally  renounced  the  exercise,  as  regards  neutrals,  of  the  rights  of  a  belligerent ;  but 
her  M^esty's  government  considered  that,  in  the  existing  posture  of  affairs,  the  delay  of  any 
formal  renunciation  to  that  effect  did  afford  to  neutral  powers  sufficient  warrant  for  continu- 
ing to  admit  the  possession  of  a  belligerent  character  by  a  confederation  of  States  which  had 
been  actuary  dissolved.  The  late  president  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  has  been 
captured  and  transported  as  a  prisoner  to  Fort  Monroe ;  the  armies  hitherto  kept  in  the  field 
by  the  Confederate  States  have,  for  the  most  part,  surrendered  or  dispersed ;  and  to  continue 
to  recognize  those  States  as  belligerents  would  not  only  be  inconsistent  with  the  actual  con- 
dition of  affairs,  but  might  lead  to  much  embarrassment  and  complication  in  the  relations 
between  the  neutral  powers  and  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  accordingly,  afler  communication  with  the  government 
of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  determined  to  consider  the  war  which  has  lately  prevailed 
between  the  United  States  and  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  North  America  to  have 
ceased  de  facto;  and  on  that  ground  they  recognize  the  re-establishment  of  peace  within  the 
whole  territory  of  which  the  United  States  wfore  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  were 
in  undisturbed  possession. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  of  this  recognition,  her  Majesty's  government  will  forthwith 
send  to  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  all  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty, 
whether  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  beyond  the  seas,  orders  henceforth  to  refuse  admission 
into  any  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  of  any  vessel-of-war  carryinff  a  confederate  flag, 
and  to  require  any  confederate  vessels-of-war  which,  at  the  time  that  tne  orders  may  be  re- 
ceived by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  may  have  already  entered  such  ports,  harbors,  and 
waters  on  the  faith  of  proclamations  heretofore  issued  by  her  Majesty,  and  which,  having  com- 
plied with  the  provisions  of  such  proclamations,  may  be  actually  within  such  ports,  harbors, 
and  waters,  forthwith  to  depart  from  the  same. 

But  in  adoptin?  this  decision  as  regards  confederate  vessels  of-war  found  within  British 

Sorts,  harbors,  and  waters  when  the  orders  are  received  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  her 
[ajestj's  government  consider  that  a  due  regard  for  national  good  faith  and  honor  requires 
that  her  Majesty's  authorities  should  be  instructed  that  any  coiSlederate  vessels-of-war,  so  re- 
quired to  depart,  should  on  their  departure  have  the  benefit  of  the  prohibition  heretofore  en- 
forced against  their  being  pursued  within  twenty-four  hours  by  a  cruiser  of  the  United  States 
lying  at  the  time  within  me  same  port,  harbor,  and  waters ;  and  that  such  prohibition  should 
be  then  and  foi'  the  last  time  maintained  in  favor  of  such  confederate  vessels-of-war.  Her 
Majesty's  government  cannot  anticipate  any  objection  beinff  made  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  this  reserve,  when  the  ground  on  which  it  is  adopted  is  explained  to  that 
government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  however,  thought  it  right  to  provide  for  the  contingency 
of  the  commander  of  any  confederate  vessel-of-war  which  may  be  found  in  any  port,  harbor, 
or  waters  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  at  the  time  when  these  new  orders  are  received  by  her 
Majesty's  authorities,  or  may  enter  such  port,  or  harbor,  or  waters,  within  a  month  after  these 
new  orders  are  received,  desiring  to  divest  his  vessel  of  her  warlike  character,  and  to  assume 
the  flag^  of  any  nation  recogpsized  by  her  Majesty's  ^vemment  as  in  a  state  of  peace  with 
her  Majesty ;  and  in  such  a  case  her  Majesty's  authorities  will  be  authorized  to  allow  the 
commander  of  the  vessel  to  do  so,  and,  after  disarming  her,  to  remain  without  a  confederate 
'flag,  witliin  British  warers,  at  his  own  risk  in  all  respects ;  in  which  case  such  commander 
will  be  distinctly  apprised  that  he  is  to  expect  no  further  protection  from  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, except  such  as  he  may  be  entitled  to  in  the  ordinaiy  course  of  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  time  of  peace.  The  rule  as  to  twenty-f  jur  hours  would  not  be  applicable  to  the 
case  of  such  vessel. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  lose  no  time  in  making  known  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  by  communicating  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  copy  of  this  despatch,  the  course  of 
action  on  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  decided,  and  which  they  doubt  not  wiU  be 
agreeable  to  the  government  ot  the  United  States.  But,  in  making  this  communication  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  you  will  add  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  adopted  this  course 
under  the  full  persuasion  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  on  their  part,  at  once, 
desist  from  exercising  towards  neutrals  the  rights  of  blockade,  and  of  search  and  detention 
of  neutral  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  which  can  be  lawAilly  exercised  by  •belligerents  alone, 
and  which  a  power  not  engiiged  in  warfare  cannot,  under  the  law  of  nations,  assume  to 
exercise. 

I  have,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  G.  C.  jB.,  8fc.^  8fe.,  8f€, 
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Sir  Frederick  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  relative  to  Earl  Russell's  despat<;h  of  the  2d  June,  copy  of  which  I 
left  at  the  State  Department,  and  1  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  that  note  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 

It  is  not  within  my  province  to  discuss  the  general  observations  therein  con* 
tained  on  the  despatch  in  question ;  but,  as  the  construction  I  put  on  its  terms 
differs  on  one  important  point  from  that  contained  in  the  note  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  I  venture  to  submit  at  once  the  views  I  enter- 
tain of  its  intention  for  your  consideration. 

In  that  note  it  is  stated  that  "  her  Majesty's  government  avow  that  they  will 
continue  still  to  require  that  any  United  States  cruisers  which  shall  hereafter 
be  lying  within  a  British  port,  harbor,  or  waters,  shall  be  detained  twenty-four 
hours  so  as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  an  insurgent  vessel  then  actually  being 
within  the  said  port,  harbor,  or  waters  to  gain  the  advantage  of  the  same  time 
for  her  departure  from  the  same  port,  harbor,  or  waters." 

On  a  mature  consideration  of  the  terms  of  Earl  Russell's  despatch,  its  in- 
tention appears  to  me  to  be  different  from  the  statement  contained  in  the  above 
extract  I  understand  it  to  lay  down,  that  the  benefit  of  the  twenty-four-hours 
rale  is  withdrawn  from  the  so-called  confederate  vessels-of-war,  and  that  the 
only  exception  to  this  decision  will  occur  under  the  following  circumstances : 

If  a  vessel  of  this  description  is  lying  in  a  British  port  when  these  fresh  in- 
structions are  received  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  the  said  vessel  having 
already  entered  that  port  on  the  faith  of  previous  proclamations,  and  if  a 
cruiser  of  the  United  States  is  lying  in  the  same  port,  the  said  vessel  is  then 
and  for  the  last  time  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  twenty-four-hours  rule. 

According  to  my  view,  therefore,  the  case  can  only  arise  once  on  the  receipt 
by  her  Majesty's  authorities  of  the  instructions  alluded  to  in  Earl  Russell's 
despatch ;  nor  do  I  understand,  that,  except  in  the  particular  and  improbable 
contingency  above  mentioned,  there  will  be  any  deviation  hereafter  from  the. 
rules  of  intercourse  as  practiced  towards  the  vessels-of-war  of  a  friendly  state. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  ^.,  l^c. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F,  Bruce* 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  June  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, and  of  the  affidavits  which  accompanied  it,  in  relation  to  the  detention  at 
New  York  of  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  late  of  the  steamer  City  of 
Richmond,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  Major  General  Dix  has,  by  a  letter 
of  that  date,  been  requested  to  dischai^e  the  men  from  custody. 

Referring  to  your  note  of  the  3d  of  April  last,  on  that  subject,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  these  men  were  detained  in  conformity  with  the  remiirements 
of  the  passport  regulations  in  force  at  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  New  York, 
and  with  a  view  to  an  investigation  of  the  curcumstances  of  their  participation  in 
the  manning  and  equippmg  of  the  Stonewall,  but  in  view  of  the  termination  of 
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the  insorrection,  and  the  altered  condition  of  affairs  resulting  therefrom,  the  de- 
cision already  stated  has  been  adopted. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  now  return  the  certified  copy  of  the  ship- 
ping articles  which  accompanied  your  note  of  the  17th  of  May,  the  affidavits  en- 
closed in  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  and  the  certificates  of  discharge  of  the 
men  from  the  Oity  of  Bichmond,  which  were  sent  to  this  department  by  Gene- 
ral Dix,  and  which  contain  the  indorsement  of  the  United  States  consul  at 
Nassau. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Brucb,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce,  Marquis  de  Montholout  Mr,  de  Stoecid  and 

Mr,  van  Limburg. 

Departmrnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  26, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  information  and  that  of  your 
government,  six  copies  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  23d  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[Bescinding  the  blockade  as  to  all  ports  of  the  United  States,  indndinff  that  of  Galvestoa, 

June  23,  1865.] 

By  the  Preiidmt  of  the  limited  Statee  of  America, 

A  PROCLABIATION. 

Whereas,  bj  the  proclamatSoDS  of  the  President  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentj-seventh  ot 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  a  blockade  of  certain  ports  of  the  United  States  was 
set  on  foot;  but  whereas  the  reasons  for  that  measure  have  ceased  to  exist: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
hereby  decUre  and  proclaim  the  blockade  aforesaid  to  be  rescinded  as  to  all  the  ports  afore- 
said, including  that  of  Galyeston  and  other  ports  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  wMch  ports 
will  be  open  to  foreign  commerce  on  the  first  of  July  next,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  set 
forth  in  my  proclamation  of  the  twenty-second  of  May  last. 

It  is  to  bo  understood,  however,  that  the  blockade  thus  rescinded  was  an  international 
measure  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  United  States.  The  greater 
or  less  subversion  m  civil  authority  In  the  region  to  which  it  applied,  and  the  impractica- 
bility of  at  once  restoring  that  in  due  efficiency,  may,  for  a  season,  make  it  advisable  to 
employ  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  towards  carrying  the  laws  into  effect, 
wherever  such  employment  may  be  necessary. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty-third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
rsBAL.!  ^"^^  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
*-  -'    States  of  America  the  eighty-ninth. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter,  Aeiing  Seerttary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F,  Bruce, 

Department  of  State, 

WashtTigton,  July  1,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  hasten,  immediately  after  my  retnm  to  the  seat  of  goverament,  to  reply 
to  year  note  of  the  20th  of  June  last,  which  was  duly  received  at  this  depart* 
ment 

The  President  is  pleased  to  know  that,  in  your  excellent  opinion,  the  appli- 
cation, in  certain  cases  contemplated  by  her  Majesty's  government,  of  the  twenty- 
four-hours  rule  to  naval  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  British  ports,  harbors, 
and  waters,  is  more  guarded  than  had  been  supposed  when  my  note  addressed 
to  you  on  the  19th  of  June  was  written. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that,  as  far  as  possible,  all  injurious 
effects  of  the  questions  which  have  arisen  between  this  government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  during  the  internal  disturbances  which  nave  prevailed  in  this 
country  for  the  last  four  years  may  be  removed.  We  hail,  therefore,  as  of  good 
augury  every  demonsti-ation  of  liberality  and  consideration  which  comes  to  us 
from  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frbderiuk  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seacard. 

Washington,  July  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, in  reply  to  the  explanation  I  offered  of  the  meaning  of  the  despatch  of 
Earl  Russell  to  me  of  the  2d  June,  copy  of  .which  I  communicated  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  shall  communicate  a  copy  of  the  note  to 
her  Majesty's  government  by  this  day's  mail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^c,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

-  Washington,  July  7,  1865. 

Sir  Frederick  Bruce  4)resent8  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  has  the 
honor  to  forward  to  him  the  enclosed  letter  and  resolution  of  the  Methodist  New 
Connexion  church  of  Canada,  which  have  been  transmitted  to  him  by  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada. 


Mr.  TindaU  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Aylmer,  Canada  West,  June  20,  1865. 
8m:  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  jon  the  enclosed  resolution,'  which  was  nnanimotisly 
passed  at  the  lato  session  of  the  conference  of  the  Methodist  New  Connexion  church  of 
Canada; 

And  remain,  yours,  with  respect, 

WILLIAM  TINDALL, 

Secretary  of  Conference. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  Washinftony  U.  S. 

«  See  Appendix,  separate  volume.  Digitized  by  duUV^le 


182  DIPLOMATIC   C0REE8P0NDENCE. 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Washixgton,  July  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  hj  Earl  Russell  to  convey  to  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment the  thanks  of  her  Majesty's  government  for  the  information  contidned 
in  Mr.  Hunter's  note  of  the  27th  of  May,  relative  to  the  steamer  under  Mexican 
colors  called  the  Margarita  Quintero,  and  to  state  that  the  vessel  in  question  is 
the  notorious  Spanish  slave  steamer  Oiceron. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  she  has  changed  her  name  and  flag  in  order 
that  she  may  be  the  better  able  to  carry  on  the  traffic  in  slaves,  in  which,  for 
the  last  two  years,  she  has  been  engaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mobt  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Mr.  Seward  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  and  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  note  of  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  a  letter 
and  resolution  of  the  Methodist  New  Connexion  church  of  Canada,  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general 
of  that  province. 

Mr.  Seward  begs  that  Su:  Frederick  Bruce  will  convey,  through  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general,  and  William  Tindall,  esq.,  their  secretary,  residing 
at  Aylmer,  Canada  West,  to  the  respected  body  from  which  the  fi-iendly  and 
humane  expressions  in  regard  to  the  assassination  of  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  question  of  slavery,  and  the  relations,  past  and  future,  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  emanate,  an  assurance  that  they  are  gratefully  appre- 
ciated by  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  11,  1865. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washikgton,  July  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  earnest  consideration 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  naval  court  of  inquiry  held  at  Boston  in 
the  case  of  the  Night  Hawk,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  the  note  addressed 
to  Mr.  Burnley  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  on  the  6th  Jan- 
uary last. 

I  have  now  the  honor,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  which  I  have  received 
from  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  state  to  you 
that  her  Majesty's  government  have  perused  with  equal  surprise  and  regret 
these  papers,  which,  while  they  in  no  respect  alter  the  previous  impressions  of 
her  Majesty's  government  as  to  the  case  of  the  Night  Hawk,  or  as  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  British  subjects  who  constituted  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  furnish  in 
themselves  serious  grounds  of  complaint,  both  with  respect  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  naval  court  of  inquiry  was  conducted,  and  as  to  the  continued  deten- 
tion in  prison,  while  that  inquiry  was  pending,  of  the  officers  df  the  Night  Hawk. 
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The  court  of  inquiry  appears  to  have  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  'Dnited  States  *'  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  circumstances 
attending  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  steamer  Night  Hawk ;"  and  the  court 
was  most  properly  instructed  to  "direct  its  particular  attention  to  the  treatment 
of  her  officers  and  crew  at  the  time  of  and  subsequent  to  her  capture  and  de- 
struction." 

When  the  inquiry  was  directed  and  held,  the  captain  and  three  officers  of  the 
Night  Hawk  were  still  detained  as  prisoners,  her  crew  having  been  released 
about  a  week  previously;  and  the  only  ground  which  was  or  could  be  alleged 
for  lengthening  their  imprisonment  (originally  unjustifiable)  was  that  their  evi- 
dence would  be  wanted  before  the  court  of  inquiry. 

How,  then,  was  the  inquiry  conducted  1  The  judge  advocate  called  as  wit- 
nesses all  the  officers  and  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Niphon,  whose  conduct  was 
the  subject  of  investigation ;  among  the  rest  Mr.  Seaman,  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  boarding  party,  and  the  person  most  directly  responsible  for  any  wrong 
which  might  have  been  done.  It  appeared,  even  on  their  own  evidence,  that 
while  the  Night  Hawk  was  lying  aground,  without  any  signs  of  armed  resistance, 
some  shots  were  fired  into  her  by  the  boarding  party.  Mr.  Seaman,  in  his  evi- 
dence, acknowledges  to  have  hailed  the  Night  Hawk  to  know  if  she  would  sur- 
render, and  to  have  at  the  same  time  fired  several  rifle  shots  into  and  about  the 
wheel-houses.  It  appeared,  further,  that  a  passenger.  Dr.  Taylor,  was  wounded 
by  one  of  those  shots,  and  that  Mr.  Seaman  used  personal  violence  towards  the 
chief  engineer,  striking  him  and  knocking  him  aown  with  the  bi^t  end  of  a 
pistol,  so  that  he  remained  senseless  on  the  deck,  and  that  this  latter  violence 
occurred  afler  be  (Mr.  Seaman)  had  set  the  ship  on  fire. 

The  persons  responsible  for  these  occurrences  were  the  only  witnesses  called 
npon  for  explanation  concerning  them.  After  they  were  heard,  the  judge  advo- 
cate stated  that  he  '*  knew  9/  no  other  person  whom  it  was  necessary  to  summon 
before  the  court  ;^*  and,  **  the  testimony  being  finished,"  the  court  found  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  version  of  the  fActs  given  by  these  witnesses,  and  placed  upon 
those  facts  the  most  favorable  construction.  All  this  time  the  officers  of  the 
Night  Hawk  (including  the  chief  engineer,  whom  Mr.  Seaman  had  knocked 
down)  were  kept  in  prison ;  their  evidence  was  neither  asked  nor  obtained ; 
ihey  had  no  opportunity  of  tendering  it,  and  that  detention,  for  which  no  justi- 
fication could  be  alleged  except  a  honafide  intention  to  secure  and  make  use  of 
their  testimony,  resulted  in  its  total  suppression. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  I  am  directed  to  state,  are  convinced  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  never  be  satisfied  with  such  an  inquiry,  or 
admit  that  the  imprisonment  of  their  citizens  was  justified  under  such  circum- 
stances if  the  case  were  their  own.  Nor  can  her  Majesty's  government  forget 
the  recent  case  of  Jan^es  O'Neill,  in  which,  after  an  ex  parte  inquiry  had  re- 
sulted in  the  exculpation  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States  navy  by  whom 
O'Neill  had  been  causelessly  wounded,  a  subsequent  inquiry  by  court-martial, 
which  the  justice  of  the  United  States  government  induced  them  to  direct,  re- 
sulted in  the  condemnation  and  dismissal  of  that  officer. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but  hope  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  acknowledge  that  the  course  actually  followed  in  the  present  instance 
is  not  that  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  intended  when 
he  directed  the  inquiry  to  be  instituted,  and  that,  upon  further  consideration  or 
further  examination,  some  satisfaction  may  yet  be  given  to  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment in  the  case  of  the  Night  Hawk. 

'    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^.,  4^. 
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Mr,  Setcard  to  Sir  F,  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

WoihingUm,  July  18,  1865. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  12th 
instant,  in  which,  under  instructions  received  from  her  Majesty's  principal  sec- 
retary of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  you  present  the  views  of  your  government  iu 
regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  naval  court  of  inquiry,  held  at  Boston,  in  the 
ease  of  the  Night-Hawk.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  sub- 
ject will  receive  proper  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4^.,  ifc„  ifc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Setcard, 

Washington,  July  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  chargd  d'affaires  of  Hayti  has  requested  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  concur  in  guaranteeing  the  neutrality  of  the  peninsula  of  Samana,  a 
step  in  which  he  appears  to  think  the  government  df  the  United  States  might 
not  be  disinclined  to  concur. 

Before  replying,  her  Majesty's  government  are  anxious  to  ascertain  the  views 
entertained  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the  above  proposal, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  ^  you  can,  without  inconvenience,  enable  me  to  communi- 
cate the  desired  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  2(^,  1865. 
Sir  Frederick  Bruce  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  begs  to  en- 
close a  copy  of  a  resolution*  passed  by  the  grand  division  of  the  Order  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  of  the  province  of  Canada,  wherein  they  offer  congratu- 
lations on  the  successful  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  Ais  country,  and  at  the 
same  time  express  their  sympathy  with  the  national  bereavement. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Mr.  Seward  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  and  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  note  of  yesterday,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  of  the  grand  division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  of  Canada,  con- 
gratulating the  United  States  on  the  successful  termination  of  the  civil  war,  and 
expressing  their  sympathy  with  them  in  their  national  bereavement 

Mr.  Seward  begs  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  to  accept  for  himself,  and  to  convey 
to  the  respected  body  adverted  to,  the  thanks  of  this  government  for  this  mani«* 
festation  of  their  friendship. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  27,  1865. 
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Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

British  Legation, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  31,  1865. 
Sir  Frederick  Brace  presents  his  eompliments  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  begs  to 
forward  to  him  herewith,  for  presentation  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  the  resolutions*  passed  by  the  grand  division  of  the  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance of  Montreal,  Canada  East,  expressive  of  their  feelings  upon  the  death  of 
the  late  President  of  the  United  States. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  " 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  Sir  Frederick 
Bmce,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  note  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward,  transmitting,  for  presentation  to  the  gov- 
eminent  of  the  United  States,  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  grand  division  of 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  of  Montreal,  Canada  East,  expressive  of  their  feelings 
upon  the  assassination  of  the  late  President  Lincoln. 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  State  begs  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  .to  convey  to  that 
body  the  high  appreciation  entertained  by  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States  for  these  manifestations  of  sympat£y  and  good  will. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  2,  1865. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  7,  1865. 

Sir:  It  has  been  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  captain  of 
the  United  States  corvette  St.  Mary  has  forcibly  removed  from  on  board  a  British 
merchant  ship  a  seaman  who  had  deserted  from  his  ship. 

I  am  directed  to  inquire  whether  you  are  in  possession  of  any  information  of 
this  occurrence  which  I  can  communicate  to  my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State. 

Washington,  August  7, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7th 
instant,  in  which  you  ask  whether  this  department  is  in  possession  of  any  in- 
formation regarding  the  alleged  forcible  removal,  by  the  captain  of  the  United 
States  corvette  St.  Mary's,  of  a  seaman  from  on  board  a  British  merchant  ves- 
sel, who  it  is  stated  had  deserted  from  the  St.  Mary's.  In  reply,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  you  that,  attention  having  previously  been  called  to  the  sub- 
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ject  by  the  United  States  minister  in  Pern,  inquiry  in  regard  to  it  was  made  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  copy  of  whose  answer  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frbdbbick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ifc.,  ^v.,  ifc^ 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  Anguit  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  despatch  from  the  United  States  minister  in  Pern  **  relative  to  the  forcible  abduction,  by 
Commodore  Colvocoresses,  of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  St.  Mary's,'*  of  a  deserter  from 
his  vessel,  from  the  English  ship  Star  of  Hope. 

The  department  has  no  hesitation  in  disapproving  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Colvoco- 
resses  in  the  matter  referred  to,  and  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  that 
officer  on  the  subject 

Although  the  department  deems  the  course  pursued  by  Commodore  Colvocoresses  in  a 
high  degree  censurable,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  an  entire  absence  of  palliating  circum- 
stances in  the  case. 

It  is  evident,  beyond  question,  that  the  man  was  an  American  citizen  and  a  deserter  from 
a  United  States  ship-of-war  ;  that  the  master  of  the  merchant  vessel  was  determined  to  har- 
bor and  employ  the  deserter,  knowing  him  to  be  such ;  that  the  British  vice-consul,  Mr. 
Dartnell,  after  ascertaining  the  facts  of  the  case,  readily  assented  to  his  surrender,  but  waa 
unable  to  enforce  this  decision ;  and  that  Commodore  Colvocoresses,  not  being  well  versed 
in  public  law,  was  thus  naturally  led  to  infer  that  in  doing  himself  what  the  vice-consul 
would  promptlv  have  done  for  him  had  he  possessed  the  necessary  power,  he  committed 
nothing  more  tnan  a  nominal  aggression.  Neither  of  them  appears  to  have  had  sufficient 
capacity  to  comprehend  that,  in  the  manner  of  arriving  at  suostantial  justice  in  this  cafe, 
an  important  principle  was  overlooked ;  a  principle  which  this  government  has  so  often,  in 
other  days,  had  occasion  most  strenuously  to  contend  for,  and  would  still  be  among  the  last 
to  disregard. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  WelUs  to  Commodore  Colvocoresses* 

Navy  Department,  July  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  department  has  received  your  communication  of  the  10th  and  29th  ultimo,  im 
relation  to  the  forcible  removal  by  you  of  a  seaman  from  a  British  merchant  vessel  at  the 
Chincha  Islands.  A  letter  on  the  same  subject  has  also  been  received  from  the  Department 
of  State  submitting,  for  the  consideration  of  this  department,  a  jcopy  of  a  despatch  from  tht 
United  States  minister  at  Lima. 

Your  course  in  the  matter  referred  to  is  disapproved.  The  want  of  intelligence  and  judg- 
ment which  you  have  manifested  has  placed  tne  department  in  the  unpleasant  position  of 
being  constrained  to  disavow  your  proceedings,  ana  tender  soch  apology  for  them  as  the 
facts  of  the  case  furnish,  and  which  it  is  hop^  will  be  received  as  satisfactory. 

An  officer  occupying  your  position  in  the  service  should  be  better  informed  and  educated, 
and  better  versed  m  the  history  of  his  country  than  to  be  required  to  be  taught  now  the 
meaning  of  the  word  'Mmpressment."  You  should  have  known  that  while  this  government 
has  always  and  at  all  hazards  exacted  the  respect  due  to  its  flag  abroad,  it  has  always  as 
faithfully  respected  the  flag  of  every  other  nation,  weak  or  powerful ;  and  it  can  no  mor« 
countenance  your  forcible  intrusion  on  board  the  merchant  vessel  of  a  friendly  nation  than 
it  could  submit  quietly  to  a  similar  proceeding  on  the  part  of  a  foreign  naval  commander 
with  regard  to  an  American  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  Qeo.  M.  Colvocoresses, 

Commanding  United  States  ship  St.  Mary's. 
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Sir  F,  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract] 

Washington,  August  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  2d  of  June,  relative  to  a  scheme  to 
introduce  yellow  fever  into  New  York  and  other  northern  cities,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  forwarded  the  same  with  its  enclosures  to  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  Bermuda. 

I  now  encloi>e  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  lieutenant  governor,  em- 
hodying  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  attorney  general  of  Bermuda  after  an 

inquiry  based  on  the  statement  made  by  Matilda  Swan  and  Frederick  Buxtorf. 
*  ♦  *  «  «  *  an 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
homble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^..  ^. 


Lieutenant  Governor  Hamleg  to  ^ir  F.  Bruce, 

Bermuda,  August  1,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^^  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  3d  of 
Jane,  with  enclosure  received  by  you  from  the  Actinf^  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
relative  to  an  infamous  attempt  to  introduce  yellow  tever  into  New  York  and  other  northern 
cities,  and  to  inform  you,  in  replv,  that  on  receipt  of  the  papers  I  immediately  placed  them  in 
the  hands  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  colony,  with  instructions  to  inquire  searchingly  into 
the  matter,  and  to  take  such  action  as  the  result  of  the  inquiry  might  warrant  for  bringing  to 
justice  persons  implicated  by  evidence. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  his  report  on  the  subject,  which  shows  that  no  evidence,  capable  of  sus- 
taining a  charge  under  the  above  head,  appears  to  be  forthcoming  against  the  barber  Rainey, 
or  any  other  person  in  Bermuda. 
I  have,  &c, 

W.  G.  HAMLEY, 
Lieut.  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  G,  C,  B, 


Attorney  General  Gray  to  Lieutenant  Governor  HanUey. 

Hamilton,  Bermuda,  July  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  your  excellency  the  documents  named  in  the  margin,  re' 
lating  to  certain  statements  made  by  Frederick  Buxtorf  and  Matilda  Swan,  before  the  police 
authorities  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  29th  of  Mav  last,  concerning  the  alleged  com- 
plicity of  one  Rainey,  a  barber  at  St.  George's,  in  the  nefarious  plot  attributed  to  Dr.  Black- 
Dam,  of  attempting  to  introduce  yellow  fever  into  certain  cities  in  the  United  States. 
'«■  Matilda  Swan  left  Bermuda  with  Frederick  Buxtorf  for  New  York,  while  her  husband  was 
Iving  in  jail  awaiting  his  sentence,  Buxtorf  s  testimony  havino^  contributed  to  place  him  in 
that  predicament.  Buxtorf  and  Swan's  wife  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  25th  of  May,  and 
on  the  29th  of  the  same  month  Mrs.  Swan  stated  that  a  few  days  before  leaving  Bermuda, 
while  boarding  at  the  Telford  hotel,  she  heard  the  cook,  a  negro  woman,  say  to  a  Mrs. 
Emery  that  if  she,  the  cook,  had  been  called,  she  would  have  exposed  the  whole  matter,  and 
that  a  man  named  Rainey,  a  colored  barber,  was  the  man  whom  Dr.  Blackburn  had  employed 
to  take  the  trunks  of  infected  clothing  to  New  York. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  investigated  this  matter,  and  I  have  now  to 
inform  your  excellency  that,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  there  is  no  truth  in  Matilda  Swan's  state- 
ment. 

The  cook  at  Mrs.  Telford's  tavern  or  hotel  is  named  Maria  Astwood.  On  mv  inquiring  of 
her  what  she  knew  about  the  circumstances,  she  assured  me  that  she  knew  nothing  whatever 
aboat  them,  except  what  she  had  heard  from  Matilda  Swan  and  Frederick  Buxtorf  when 
they  wer^  boarding  in  the  house,  and  from  conversations  between  those  two  persons  and 
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others  abont  the  time  wben  Matilda  Swanks  husband  was  under  triaL  On  mj  inquiring 
whether  she  knew  anything  abont  Rainej,  she  said  she  knew  nothing  about  him  except  from 
hearing  his  name  mentioned  hj  Mrs.  Swan  and  others. 

I  asked  Maria  Astwood  as  to  any  conversation  having  passed  between  her  and  Mrs.  Emeiy, 
when  Mrs.  Swan  was  staying  at  Mrs.  Telford's,  relating  to  these  matters. 

She  replied  that  there  was  plenty  of  conversation  on  the  subject,  and  Mrs.  Emery  (who 
was  a  witness  on  Swanks  trial)  was  sometimes  at  Mrs.  Telford's  about  the  time  of  the  trial, 
but  she  herself  had  said  nothing  to  Mrs.  Emery  about  Rainey,  as  she  knew  nothing  abont  him. 

She  remembered,  however,  having  heard  a  woman  named  Sarah  Williams,  formerly  a  cook 
at  the  Hamilton  hotel,  have  some  talk  with  Mrs.  Emeiy  one  day  at  Mrs.  Telford's  hotel, 
about  the  man  Rainey,  but  not  to  the  effect  stated  by  Matilda  Swan  on  the  29th  May  at  New 
York. 

From  Maria  Astwood's  frank  and  unembarrassed  manner  of  expressing  herself,  I  concluded  . 
that  she  was  telling  the  plain  truth,  and  from  what  I  have  heard  and  seen,  I  apprehend  that, 
if  a  question  of  veracity  should  be  ndsed  between  herand  Matilda  Swan,  no  jury  in  Bermuda 
would  hesitate  to  credit  the  former. 

Pursuing  the  inquiry  I  next  called  on  Sarah  Williams,  and  from  her  I  heard  that  she  had 
never  made  any  such  statement  as  that  imputed  bv  Mrs.  Swan  to  the  cook  at  Mrs.  Telford's 
hotel,  nor  had  any  such  statement  been  made  in  her  hearing.  She  lived  at  the  Hamilton 
hotel  when  Rainey  was  sent  for  to  take  charge  of  the  barber's  shop,  and  subsequently  when 
he  took  charge  of  the  bar. 

She  was  also  there  when  Dr.  Blackburn  and  Rainey  went  away  to  Halifax,  and  she  bad 
heard  that  Blackburn  treated  Rainey  verv  kindly,  and  paid  his  passage  to  Halifax ;  but  sIm 
had  never  heard  or  said  that  Dr.  Bl6K;kbum  had  employed  Rcmiiey  to  convey  to  the  States 
any  trunks  or  articles  whatever. 

Sarah  Williams  remembered  having  conversed  with  Mrs.  Emery  and  other  persons  on  this 
business  at  Mrs.  Telford's,  at  a  time  "when  it  was  a  general  subject  of  conversation,  namely, 
while  Swan  was  on  his  trial. 

Lastly  I  called  on  Mrs.  Emery,  and  having  called  her  attention  to  the  time  and  place  of  tba 
alleged  conversation,  I  was  informed  bv  her  that  she  had  never  heard  Maria  Astwood  or 
Sarah  Williams,  or  anybody  elf>e,  say  that  Dr.  Blackburn  had  employed  Rainey  to  take 
trunks  or  other  things  to  New  York. 

She  had  heard  Sarah  Williams  say  one  day  at  Mrs.  Telford's,  while  the  trial  was  going  on, 
that  she  (Williams)  wondered  how  Rainey  could  have  turned  so  much  against  Dr.  Black- 
burn—referring to  Rainey's  testimony  on  the  trial  of  Swan — as  the  doctor  had  been  so  kind 
to  him. 

This  being  the  result  of  my  investigation,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  informing  your  excel- 
lencv  that  it  affords  no  ground  whatever  for  suspecting  Rainey  of  complicity  m  this  plot, 
much  less  for  preferring  any  charge  ag^nst  him. 

Rainey  gave  his  evidence  on  Swan's  trial  with  every  outward  indication  of  sincerity  and 
truthfulness.  Indeed,  every  one  was  struck  with  its  apparent  reliability.  He  exhibited 
neither  haste  nor  hesitation,  neither  reticence  nor  zeal.  His  story  may  not  have  been  true, 
but  it  certainly  had  all  the  external  features  of  truth. 

On  the  other  hand,  neither  Buxtorf,  who  was  examined  as  a  witness,  nor  Matilda  Swan, 
who  was  not,  would  be  likely,  either  from  their  antecedents  or  from  their  manner,  or  from 
what  was  generally  understood  to  be  their  relation  the  one  to  the  other,  to  command  the 
respect  or  confidence  of  any  Bermuda  jury. 

I  should  be  exceedingly  unwilling,  after  all  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  both  since  Swan  was 
first  put  upon  his  trial,  to  rest  any  charge  of  a  criminal  nature,  far  less  an  accusation  of  the 
very  grave  kind  now  under  consideration,  on  such  testimony  as  theirs. 

In  the  New  York  Herald  of  the  6th  June  appeared  a  statement  relative  to  Swan's  trial, 
apparently  based  on  information  furnished  by  Freaerick  Buxtorf,  so  scandalously  untrue  that, 
if  it  could  be  traced  home  to  him,  I  could  never  venture  to  ask  a  jury  to  believe  him. 

From  information  obtained  here  I  conclude  that  Matilda  Swan  is  equally  untrustworthy, 
as  I  am  credibly  informed  that  her  character  for  veracity  is  very  much  on  a  par  with  her 
reputation  in  other  respects. 

X  our  excellency  is  aware  that  no  pains  would  be  spared  here  £6  bring  to  condign  punish- 
ment any  and  every  offender  found  within  our  jurisdiction,  who  could  be  proved  to  have 
taken  part  in  a  scheme  of  such  unexampled  wickedness,  as  far  as  the  law  would  reach  the  case. 
But  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  we  are  in  possession  of  any  testimonv  whatever  which  would 
warrant  our  preferring  any  such  charge  against  the  man  Rainey  namea  in  this  correspondence. 

I  am  the  more  disinclined  to  believe  Matilda  Swan's  statement,  since  hearing  what  Maria 
Astwood  and  Sarah  Williams  both,  assert  to  the  contrary;  inasmuch  as  the  statement  implies 
that,  whichever  of  these  women  it  was  who  made  the  remarks  which  Mrs.  Swan  imputes  to 
the  former,  she  w^  anxious  when  called  on  to  expose  the  whole  matter. 

Now  I  am  so  far  from  finding  either  of  them  anxious  or  willing  when  called  on  to  expose 
the  matter  as  represented  by  ^tilda  Swan,  that  both  of  them  unhesitatingly  and  persever- 
ingly  deny  knowing  anything  about  it,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  eitlrar  of  them  should 
have  been  so  anxious  m  May  to  expose  what  in  July  they  solemnly  declare  they  know 
nothing  about 
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Mj  office  is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  spot  where  the  conyersation  is  represented  to  have 
been  held ;  and  what  would  have  been  easier  than  for  either  of  the  women  to  inform  me  that 
she  ooold  give  material  evidence,  or  what  more  natural  than  for  Matilda  Swan,  who  placed 
herself  in  communication  with  me  on  the  business  referred  to,  to  let  me  know  that  there  was 
•o  near  me  a  witness  so  important  T 
I  have,  4&c., 

S.  BROWNLOW  GRAY, 

Attomep  General. 
His  Excelleoej  Lieut.  Governor  Hamley,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c. 


Sir  F.  Bru€e  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  AuguH  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  As  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  mj  reply  of  the  3d  July,  I  tranfi* 
mitted  a  copy  of  your  note  of  the  Ist  iiltimo  to  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

I  have  now  received  instructions  to  express  to  you  the  sense  entertained  by 
her  Majesty's  government  of  the  friendly  tone  which  characterizes  that  com- 
munication. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  ohedient, 
humhle  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc,,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  August  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  previous  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  her 
Majesty's  legation  and  this  department,  relative  to  the  British  schooner  James 
Douglas,  which  vessel  was  picked  up  at  sea  by  the  United  States  steamer  Mon- 
ticello,  and  carried  into  the  port  of  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  26th  ultimo  upon  the  subject,  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  N&vf  by  Lieutenant  William  C.  West,  commanding  the 
naval  station  at  Beaufort,  from  which  it  appears  that  instructions  have  been  given 
to  that  officer  by  Admiral  Porter  to  deliver  the  James  Douglas  to  her  owners, 

Cvided  there  shall  be  no  demand  for  compensation  for  such  use  as  may  have 
n  made  of  that  vessel  while  remaining  at  the  above-named  port. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 'sir,  your  ooedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  WeUes  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

Navy  Department, 

WathingUm,  August  8,  1865. 
Sir:  Referring  to  a  commonicstion  from  tins  department  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  De- 
eember  31,  1864,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  officer  at 
present  in  command  of  the  naval  station  at  Bi^afort,  North  Carolina,  in  relation  to  the 
achooner  James  Douglas. 

lieutenant  Commander  West  will  he  instructed  to  permit  the  owner,  or  his  agent,  to  re* 
more  or  dispose  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant,  

GIDEON  WELLES, 

,    Seeretarjf  of  the  Nav^» 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Seeretarjf  qf  State,  ^^  , 
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LiewUnant  West  to  Mr.  WdUs. 

Natal  Station, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  Julp  28,  1866. 
Sir  :  The  dismasted  schooner  Douglas,  which  was  picked  up  at  sea,  abandoned,  hy  th« 
United  States  steamer  Monticello,  is  still  lying  here.  I  have  received  instructions  from  Ad- 
miral D.  D.  Porter  to  deliver  her  to  her  owners,  upon  condition  of  their  not  demanding  com- 
pensation for  any  use  which  she  may  have  been  put  to  while  lying  here.  Nc^pplication  has 
as  yet  been  made  for  her  deliverv,  and  I  respectfully  request  directions  as  to  what  disposition 
shall  be  made  of  her  on  the  breaking  up  of  this  station. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  C.  WEST, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding  Naval  Station, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Novy^  Washington,  D,  C, 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  10, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  June  10th,  to  express  the  anxiety  felt  by  my  gov- 
emment  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States  in  patting 
down  the  slave  trade,  and  their  hope  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  treaty 
of  July,  1862,  in  this  respect,  might  be  carried  into  effect. 

Your  reply,  while  expressing  a  desire  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject for  reasons  the  justice  of  which  were  only  too  evident,  encouraged  me  to 
bring  the  proposal  again  to  your  notice,  now  that  I  understand  you  can  enter- 
tain it  without  inconvenience.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  Wiluam  H.  Sbward,  Sfts.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtout  August  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  10th 
instant,  renewing  a  proposal  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  make  on  the  10th 
of  June  last,  on  behalf  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government,  to  obtain  the  co- 
operation of  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States  in  putting  down  the  slave  trade. 
In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  copy  of  your  note  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  I  have  recommended  to  that  officer  the  adop- 
tion of  the  proper  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  1862  in  this  respect. 

The  kindly  motive  whicl^  induced  you  to  forbear  pressing  this  proposition  at 
an  earlier  day  is  thankfully  appreciated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yotu:  obedient  ser- 
vant, • 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  Sfc.,  4^. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Department  of  State, 

Washingion,  August  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  note  of  the  25th  of  July  last,  hi  which  jou  inform  me  that  the  char^^^. 
d'affaires  of  Bajti  has  requested  her  Majesty's  government  to  concur  in  guaran- 
teeing the  neutrality  of  the  peninsula  of  Samana,  and  that  he  appears  to  suppose 
that  tne  government  of  the  United  States  might  not  he  disinclined  to  concur,  has 
heen  received. 

Having  taken  the  instructions  of  the  President,  I  have  now  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  are  sincerely  desirous  that  the  entire  island  of  Hayti  may  now  and 
henceforth  remain  subject  exclusively  to  the  government  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
people  who  are  the  dwellers  and  occupants  thereof,  and  that  they  may  never  be 
dispossessed  or  disturbed  by  anv  foreign  state  or  nation  whatever.  This  desire 
is  increased  rather  than  diminished  by  the  fact  that  the  inhabitants  or  people 
have  chiefly  derived  their  descent  from  former  African  slaves.  The  United 
States  sincerely  hope  that  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  may  be  able,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  independent  sovereignty,  to  elevate  themselves  and  contribute  beneficently 
to  the  elevation  of  that  hitherto  unfortunate  and  injured  race.  The  question, 
however,  which  is  submitted  in  your  note  could  never  have  been  propounded 
at  all  by  the  government  of  Hayti  if  that  government  had  not  in  some  degree 
apprehended  an  inability  on  the  part  of  the  occupants  of  the  island  to  maintain 
the  sovereignty  and  independence  desired.  I  admit  that  if  the  United  States 
were  to  allow  themselves  to  consider  these  apprehensions  well  founded,  that  then 
the  United  States,  from  reasons  derived  from  proximity  of  territory  and  political 
sym'pathies  and  interests,  might  not  only  be  very  much  indisposed  to  see  the 
peninsula  of  Samana  pass  into  the  hands  of  any  foreign  state,  but  that  in  that 
case  the  United  States  would  deem  themselves  justified  in  considering  whether 
they  would  not  be  authorized  to  seek  to  bring  the  peninsula  within  their  own 
jurisdiction  by  just,  lawful,  and  peaceful  means.  But  the  United  States  do  not 
desire  nor  do  they  think  it  expeaient  to  anticipate  or  apprehend  a  failure  of  the 
inhabitants  and  people  of  St.  Domingo  to  maintain  their  proper  sovereignty  and 
independence,  and  therefore  they  do  not  contemplate  in  any  case  any  proceed- 
ings to  gain  any  possession  of  or  control  within  the  island. 

It  is  not  deemed  unreasonable  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Hayti  that  it 
should  ask  leading  maritime  states  to  guarantee  their  sovereignty  over  Samana. 
The  government  of  Hayti  very  properly  consults  the  United  States  government 
with  reference  to  such  a  guarantee.  The  President  is  gratified,  also,  that  the 
Haytien  government  has  submitted  its  views  in  a  proper  spirit  to  Qreat  Britain. 
Nevertheless,  the  question  unavoidably  calls  up  that  ancient  and  settled  policy 
of  the  United  States  which  disinclines  them  to  the  constituting  of  political  alliances 
with  foreign  states,  and  especially  disinclines  them  to  engagements  with  foreign 
states  in  reeard  to  subjects  which  do  not  fall  within  the  ran^e  of  necessary  and 
immediate  domestic  legislation.  This  policy  would  oblige  the  United  States'  to 
refrain  from  making  such  a  guarantee  as  Hayti  desires ;  but  disclaiming  for  them- 
selves all  purpose  or  desire  to  disturb  the  peace  and  security  of  H^y  ti,  the  United 
States  would  be  gratified  if  Great  Britain  and  other  maritime  states  should  see 
fit  to  regard  Jihe  wishes  of  the  government  of  Hayti  in  the  same  spirit  of  justice 
and  magnanimity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sib  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  forwarded  to  her  Majesty's  prin- 
.  cipal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  to  me 
by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  on  the  16th  of  Jane,  cancelling  the  notice 
previonsly  given  respecting  naval  armaments  on  the  lakes. 

Her  Majesty's  government  has  instracted  me,  while  expressing  the  satis^EU^tion 
with  which  that  note  is  received,  to  state  that  they  understand  tnereby  that  the 
notice  abrogating  the  agreement  contained  in  the  convention  of  1817,  limiting 
naval  armaments  on  the  lakes,  is  absolutely  withdrawn,  and  that  the  convendon 
of  1817  will  continue  in  force  unless  it  shall  be  hereafter  terminated  by  a  fresh 
six  months'  notice,  to  be  given  by  either  of  the  parties  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FBEDEBICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartment  op  Statb, 

Waihingtofi,  August  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  19th 
instant,  informing  me  ''that  her  Majesty's  government  understand  that  the  no- 
tice abrogating  the  agreement  contained  in  the  convention  of  1817,  limiting  na- 
val armaments  on  the  lakes,  is  absolutely  witdrawn,  and  that  the  convention  of 
1817  will  continue  in  force  unless  it  should  be  hereafter  terminated  by  a  fresh 
six  months*  notice,  to  be  given  by  either  of  the  parties  thereto." 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  statement  of  her  Majesty's 
government  is  accepted  as  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  intention  in  this  mat- 
ter of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consKleration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4^.,  4^.,  Sfr. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  SepUmber  19, 1865. 

Str  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  officially  apprised  that 
the  Canadian  authorities  have  paid  to  the  banks  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  thirty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  seventjr-five 
cents  in  gold,  and  thirty  thousand  and  ten  dollars  in  bank  notes,  in  compliance 
with  an  act  of  the  Canadian  parliament,  on  account  of  the  amount  deposited 
with  the  authorities  of  that  province  upon  the  arrest  of  the  St  Albans  marauders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, ' 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  SfR  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  4r.,  tfc,,  ifc. 
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Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  September  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  transmitted  to  her  Majesty's  government  copy  of  the  note  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  informing  me  that  you  had  recommended  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  the  adoption  of  proper  measures  to 
carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  1862  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

I  am  instructed  to  express,  in  reply,  the  satisfaction  felt  by  her  Majesty's 
government  on  receipt  of  this  intelligence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
hmnble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.'BRDCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  satisfaction  f^lt  by  her  Majesty's  government  with 
the  proceedings  of  this  government  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  1862  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  com- 
municated the  approval  of  your  government  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^c,  ^. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  October  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  two 
addresses*  from  the  legislative  council  and  assembly  of  Victoria,  Australia,  to 
her  Majesty  the  Queen,  on  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  assassination  of  the 
late  President  Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  October  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  her  Ma- 
jesty's principal  secretary  of  state,  for  foreign  affairs,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you  an  address  of  condolence^  to  uxe  honorable  Mrs.  Lincoln  from  the 

*8ee  Appendix,  separate  volume. 

13  d  c  •  n        ^ 
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muDicipal  council  of  Sydney,  and  to   request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  for- 
ward the  same  to  its  destination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE, 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WashtTigton,  October  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  together  with  two  addresses  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  from  the  legisla- 
tive council  and  assembly  of  Victoria,  Australia,  inspired  by  the  assassination 
of  the  late  President  Lincoln,  and  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  the  expressions 
of  sympathy  therein  contained  are  gratefully  received  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  and  its  accompanying  packet,  containing  an  address  of  condolence  to 
Mrs.  Lincoln  from  the  municipal  council  of  Sydney.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  request  by  for- 
warding the  communication  to  its  destination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


/  Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  October  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  her  Majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  adOTairs  to  the  admiralty  and  other  depart- 
ments of  her  Majesty's  government,  directing  that  all  measures  of  a  restrictive 
nature  on  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States  in  British  ports,  harbors,  or  waters 
are  now  to  be  considpred  at  an  end ;  and  apprising  them  that  it  is  the  desire 
and  intention  of  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  most  unrestricted  hospitality 
and  friendship  should  be  shown  to  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States  in  all  her 
Majesty's  ports,  whether  at  home  or  abroad. 

I  am  at  the  same  time  instructed  to  assure  you  of  the  satisfaction  which  her 
Majesty's  government  have  felt  in  issuing  these  orders  to  her  Majesty's  au- 
thorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  At?.,  Sec.,  &c.  C^nnc 
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£nrl  Russell  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  October  13,  1865. 

My  Lords  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  June  last,  prescribing  the  course  to 
be  taken  bj  her  Majesty's  several  authorities  in  all  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to 
her  Majesty,  whether  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  beyond  the  seas,  in  consequence  of  the 
recofirnition  by  her  Majesty's  government  that  peace  was  restored  within  the  whole  territory 
of  which  the  United  States  of  North  America  before  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  were 
in  undisturbed  possession ;  and  with  reference  more  particularly  to  that  passage  in  my  letter, 
in  which  it  was  laid  down  that  confederate  vessels  departing,  in  pursuance  of  requisitions 
to  be  made  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  from  any  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to 
her  Majesty,  in  which  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  by  those  authorities  of  the  fresh  orders  such 
Teasels  might  be  found,  should  then,  and  for  the  last  time,  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  prohibi- 
tion theretofore  enforced  against  pursuit  of  them  within  twenty-four  hours  by  a  cruiser  of  the 
United  States  lying  at  the  time  within  any  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  to  your  lordships  that  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable 
that  her  Majesty's  navaJ  and  other  authorities  at  home,  and  in  her  Majesty's  possessions  abroad, 
should  be  formally  apprised  that,  as  full  time  has  now  elapsed  since  my  letter  of  the  2d  of 
Jane  for  giving  effect  to  the  provisions  of  that  letter,  all  measures  of  a  restrictive  nature  on 
Tessels-of-war  of- the  United  Statts  in  British  ports,  harbors,  or  waters,  are  now  to  be  con- 
sidered as  at  an  end,  and  that  it  is  the  desire  and  intention  of  her  Majesty's  government 
that  unrestricted  hospitality  and  friendship  should  be  shown  to  vessels-of-war  oi  the  United 
States  in  all  her  Majesty's  ports,  whether  at  home  or  abroad. 

I  have  addressed  a  similar  letter  to  the  secretaries  of  state  for  the  colonial,  home,  and  India 
offices,  and  also  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury. 

I  am,  <&c.,  RUSSELL. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WashingtoHf  October  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  blive  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday's 
date,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  admiralty  and  other  departments  of  her  Majes- 
ty's government,  directing  that  all  measures  of  a  restrictive  nature  on  vessels-of- 
war  i>f  the  United  States  in  British  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  are  now  to  be 
considered  at  an  end,  and  apprising  them  that  it  is  the  desire  and  intention  of 
her  Majesty's  government  that  the  most  unrestricted  hospitality  and  friendship 
should  be  shown  to  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States  in  all  her  Majesty's 
ports,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that, 
having  received  through  Mr.  Adams  a  copy  of  the  order  referred  to,  I  have 
instructed  him  to  express  to  Earl  Russell  the  satisfaction  with  which  this  gov- 
ernment regards  the  action  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.. 

Hon.  Sib  Frbdbrick  W.  A.  Brucb,  Sfc,  Sfc.^  ^c 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washlngton,  NoveniBer  3,  1865.. 

Sir  :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  heen  called  recently  to 
the  construction  of  several  vessels  prepared  for  the  reception  of  a  powerful  arma- 
ment, which  are  reported  to  be  destined  for  service  on  the  North  American  lakes. 

In  view  of  the  convention  which  exists  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  employed  by  the  parties  to  it  on<the 
lakes,  I  am  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  under  your  notice  and  to  request  yom 
to  be  good  enough  to  furnish  me  with  the  explanations  which  it  seems  to  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient; 
humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE: 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward.  uguzeu uy  ^^ ww^lc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce.. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washingtant  November  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday, 
in  which  yon  inform  me  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  been 
called  recently  to  the  construction  of  several  vessels  prepar^for  the  reception  of 
a  powerful  armament  which  are  reported  to  be  destined  for  service  on  the  North 
American  lakes,  and  that  in  view  of  the  convention  which  exists  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  employed  by 
the  parties  to  it  on  the  lakes,  you  are  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  under  my 
notice,  and  to  request  explanations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  any  vessels  of  the  character 
referred  to  which  may  be  in  course  of  construction  by  the  United  States  are 
intended  exclusively  for  revenue  purposes,  and  that  their  armament,  if  any,  will 
not  be  allowed  to  exceed  the  limit  stipulated  in  the  conventional  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State,   , 

Wcuhington,  November  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  information  ^m  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Nassau  of  the  presence  in  that  port  of  certain  steam  vessels  under  so-called 
confederate  regbter — ^namely,  the  Kate  Oregg,  the  Coquette,  and  the  General 
Clinch.  The  consul  states  that  the  Kate  Gregg  and  the  Coquette  had  been 
flying  the  English  ensien  for  some  time  until  the  receiver  general  forbade  it 
It  was  supposed  that  the  persons  having  charge  of  these  vessels  and  others 
similarly  situated  might  attempt  to  procure  British  registers.  The  receiver 
general  said  of  the  Kate  Gregg  that  she  was  still  under  so-called  confederate 
register,  and  that  he  should  not  of  his  own  accord  give  her  any  other,  unless 
instructed  by  the  governor  to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  officers  commanding  cruisers  of  the 
United  States  have  been  instructed  to  capture  any  vessel  found  on  the  high 
seas  which  has  belonged,  or  which  there  is  probable  evidence  to  suppose  has 
belonged,  to  rebels. 

I  will  thank  you  to  cause  her  Majesty's  provincial  authorities  to  be  informed 
of  the  course  which  it  is  proposed  to  pursue,  in  order  that  they  may  not  unad- 
visedly attempt  to  give  British  registers  to  such  vessels  belonging  to  enemies  of 
•the  United  States,  and  so,  if  it  be  deemed  desirable,  they  may  prevent  nnneces- 
sa^  embarrassment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  Sfc.,  dfc.,  l^c. 
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Mr,  Dayton  io  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  566.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  November  21,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  memorandum,  received  hy  me 
from  a  gentleman  in  Paris,  showing  that  the  confederates  have  recently  given  a 
very  large  order  to  the  house  of  SUvee  &  Co.,  London,  for  insulated  telegraphic 
wire.  The  information  comes  to  him  from  one  of  the  partners  in  the  house,  and 
is,  I  presume,  reliable.  The  wire  is  intended  for  use  in  exploding  torpedoes,  or 
vessels  filled  with  powder,  beneath  federal  ships,  and  its  delivery  should  be  pre- 
yented,  if  possible.  I  will  give  this  information  to  Mr.  Morse,  our  consul  at 
London,  in  the  hope  that  he,  through  some  of  his  agents  there,  may  find  out 
the  name  of  the  ship  which  carries  it  out,  when,  and  to  what  port  she  sails. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewahd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


[Memorandum.] 

Paris,  November  19,  1864. 
A  large  order  for  iDsnlated  tele^phic  wire  has  been  ffiven  by  the  confederates  to  Silvee 
&,  Co.,  London,  with  the  intention  of  using  it  to  explode  torpedoes,  or  vessels  filled  with 
powder,  beneath  federal  ships-of-war.    The  order  is  a  very  large  one,  and  our  agents  should 
endeavor  to  prevent  it  arriving  in  a  southern  port. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  567.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  November  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  printed  copy  of  a  note  recently  addressed,  it  would 
seem,  by  the  rebel  commissioners  abroad  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lbuys  and  to  the 
other  representatives  of  other  courts  in  Europe.  I  know  nothing  of  it,  except 
from  seeing  it  in  print.  My  attention  has  not  been  called  to  it  by  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys.  The  manifesto  referred  to  you  will  doubtless  recollect  as  an  emission 
from  the  rebel  Congress  of  last  year;  at  least,  I  believe  that  was  its  date. 

I  have  been  much  annoyed  by  the  unfriendly  spirit  of  the  government  press 
of  France  since  the  election.  The  Patrie,  in  its  issue  of  yesterday,  throws  out 
the  suggestion  that,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Lincoln  will  not  receive  the  vote  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  electors  of  all  the  States,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  recognize  him< 
as  the  President  of  tlie  United  States.  A  conjoint  effort  of  the  English  and,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  of  the  French  press  is  being  made  to  ward  off  the  influence- 
and  effect  of  the  late  election.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  English  papers  which' 
eeems  calculated  to  belittle  its  consequences,  and  encourage  the  south  to  holdt 
out  in  the  hope  of  recognition,  it  is  sure  to  be  translated  and  copied  into  the- 
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French  joamals.  This  is  the  case,  I  observo,  with  a  piece  from  the  London 
Press,  (supposed  to  be  Lord  Palmerston's  organ,)  copied  this  morning  into  the 
Moniteur.  But  it  is  needless  to  trouble  you  with  these  things.  I  have  referred 
to  them  only  because  I  have  been  myself  disappointed.  The  result  of  the  elec- 
tion does  not  seem  to  have  brought  about  that  spirit  of  fairness  which  I  had 
anticipated. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


The  following  collectiye  note  has  been  addressed  to  tbe  French  minister  of  foreign  affaira 
by  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  confederate  government  in  Europe.  The  note 
transmits  an  official  copy  of  the  manifesto  of  the  congress  of  the  Confederate  States : 

"Paris,  November  11,  1864. 

"Sir:  The  undersigned,  commissioners  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  have  the 
iionor,  in  conformity  with  instructions  from  their  government,  to  present  to  your  excellency 
a  copy  of  a  manifesto  published  by  the  congress  of  the  said  States  with  the  approbatioji  of 
the  president,  who  was  requested  to  send  copies  to  his  o-ommissioners  abroad,  in  order  that 
they  might  communicate  them  to  the  foreign  governments.  The  undersigned  communicate, 
at  the  same  time,  a  copy  of  the  preamble  and  of  the  resolutions  of  the  congress  annexed 
to  tbe  said  manifesto. 

"The  feelings,  the  principles,  and  the  views  which  have  inspired  and  still  inspire  the  Con- 
federate States  are  set  fortli  in  this  document  with  all  the  authority  appertaining  to  the 
solemn  declarations  of  the  legislative  and  executiTe  branches  of  their  government,  and  with 
a  clearness  which  leaves  no  room  for  either  comment  or  e±planations.  It  is  therein  declared, 
in  a  few  words,  that  all  thev  ask  for  is  that  there  shall  be  no  interference  with  their  peace 
and  internal  prosperity,  and  that  thev  mav  be  allowed  peaceably  to  enjoy  their  undeniable 
rights  of  life  and  libertv  as  well  as  that  of  laboring  for  their  happiness. 

"Those  are  rights  which  their  common  ancestors  have  declared  to  be  equally  the  inherit- 
ance of  all  tbe  parties  who  subscribed  the  social  compact.  T^et  the  north  cease  to  attack  us, 
and  the  war  will  be  at  an  end.  If  any  questions  exist  which  require  to  be  settled  by  means 
of  negotiations,  the  Confederate  States  have  always  been  and  still  are  disposed  to  enter  into 
communication  with  their  adversaries  in  a  spirit  of  equity  and  of  noble  frankness,  and  to 
submit  their  cause  to  the  enlightened  judgment  as  well  as  the  solemn  and  sacred  arbitration 
of  Heaven. 

"The  undersigned  very  respectfully  solicit  the  attention  of  the  government  of  his  Impe* 
rial  Majesty  to  this  frank  and  complete  explanation  of  the  attitude  and  views  of  the  Confed- 
erate States.  ■  Thev  will,  moreover,  simply  observe  that  since  the  publication  of  this  mani- 
festo our  enemies  have  continued  to  make  war  with  a  recrudescence  of  ferocity,  with  a  still 
more  glaring  contempt  for  all  the  laws  of  war  between  civilized  nations,  and  by  more  auda- 
ciously violating  the  obligations  of  international  law. 

"  After  having  thus  fulfilled  the  instructions  of  their  government,  the  undersigned  tender 
to  vour  excellency  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  distinguished  consideration  with 
which  they  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency,  your  humble  and  obedient  servants, 

"J.  8LIDELL, 
"J.  M.  MASON, 
"A.  DUDLEY  MANN." 

A  similar  document,  with  the  necessary  changes,  has  been  presented  to  all  the  cabinets 
of  Europe,  Constantinople  excepted.  Mr.  Slidell  handed  in  person  to  M.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys 
the  above.    Bishop  Lynch  will  nand  to  the  Pope  the  copy  intended  for  him. 


Mr.  Pennington  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  1.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  December  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  perform  tbe  painful  duty  of  announcing  to  the  Department  of  State 
the  sudden  death  of  tne  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  France.  Mr.  Dayton  expired 
yesterday  evening  at  nine  o'clock  very  suddenly  of  apoplexy. 
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I  will  be  gaided  by  my  circolar  instmction,  and  will  reepectfnllj  await  farther 
mfltnictions  firom  the  department  in  reference  to  the  performance  of  the  ftmctions 
of  my  office. 

I  hasten  to  communicate  this  sad  event  to  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  yonr  obedient  servant. 

W.  S.  PENNINGTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Pennington  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  2.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

PariSf  December  7,  1864. 

Sir:  In  my  despatch,  No.  1,  of  Friday,  December  2,  I  hurriedly  communi- 
cated the  melancholy  fact  of  the  sudden  death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dayton.  He 
was  apparently  quite  well  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  died  so  calmly  that 
the  person  sitting  by  his  side  did  not  think  him  dead  but  sleeping.  His  physician 
says  nothing  could  have  been  done  for  him,  it  was  positive  apoplexy. 

I  communicated  at  once  the  sad  event  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  the 
doyen  of  the  diplomatic  corps  at  Paris,  and  to  the  grand  master  of  ceremonies 
of  his  Majesty,  tbe  Emperor  and  Empress,  throueh  the  Due  de  Bassam,  grand 
chamberlain  to  their  Majesties,  and  to  their  Imperial  Highnesses  the  Prince  Napo- 
leon and  Princess  Ghlotilde,  and  her  Imperial  Highness  the  Princess  Mathilde, 
through  their  respective  aide-de-camp  and  chamberlains. 

By  authority  from  the  Emperor  suitable  honors  were  paid  to  the  remains  of 
die  minister  of  the  United  States  to  France,  in  addition  to  the  religious  service 
held  over  his  remains  in  the  American  chapel  in  the  city.  The  services  at  the 
chapel  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sunderland,  the  pastor  of  the  American 
chapel,  assisted  by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Cleveland,  of  Connecticut,  and  the  American  * 
Mr.  Lamson  of  the  American  Episcopal  church  at  Paris.  A  few  remarks  were 
also  made  by  Mr.  Bigelow,  our  consul,  and  also  by  Mr.  Laboulaye,  member  of 
the  Institute  of  France.  The  Emperor  had  sent  to  represent  him  the  Baron  de 
Lajus,  and  Prince  Napoleon,  his  aide-de-camp.  Brigadier  General  de  Franconni^re, 
and  the  services  were  attended  by  his  excellency  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  the 
Due  of  Cambac^ri^s,  grand  master  df  ceremonies,  the  heads  of  the  foreign  mis- 
sions and  the  members  of  all  the  diplomatic  corps.  The  ceremonies  gave  general 
satisfaction,  and  also  convincing  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Dayton 
was  held. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  slips  cut  from  the  daily  journals  of  Paris.  His  remains 
will  be  taken  early  next  week  to  Havre,  and  will  be  escorted  by  several  distin- 
qnished  Americans  living  in  Paris  to  that  place,  and  leave  for  America  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Brooks,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  in  the  steamer  Lafayette, 
which  leaves  Havre  for  New  York  on  next  Wednesday,  the  14th  instant.  In 
accordance  with  my  circular  instructions,  I  have  assumed  the  duties  of  charg^ 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States,  ad  interim,  and  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  cause  to 
be  forwarded  to  me  an  authority  to  draw  and  appropriate  the  contingent  fund  of 
this  legation,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  allowed  to  Mr.  Dayton. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  PENNINGTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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[From  Qalig;iuuii*9  Metsesger  of  December  5, 1864.] 

Paris,  Dtumber  5,  1864. 

The  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Dajton,  the  United  States  representative,  is  touched  on  by  ser- 
eral  of  the  Paris  journals  in  terms  of  merited  re^et.    The  Constitutionnel  says : 

**  Mr.  Dayton  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  enlightened  men  of  Uie  United  States'. 
From  his  courteous  manner  and  his  always  well-chosen  and  measured  language,  everv  one 
could  recognize  in  him  a  diplomatist  who  had  followed  the  good  traditions  oequeathed  oy  the 
first  generation  of  statesmen  of  the  American  republic.*' 

The  Patrie,  which  had  always  supported  the  confederate  cause,  is  not  less  warm  in  its  ap- 
preciation : 

**  Our  political  differences,"  it  observes,  **  do  not  prevent  us  from  joining  with  the  Unionists 
in  their  regret  for  the  death  of  the  able  diplomatist,  as  well  as  honest  man  and  perfect  gentle- 
men, whom  their  cause  has  just  lost.  In  the  difficult  circumstances  in  which  his  country  was 
placed,  Mr.  Dayton  never  departed  from  the  dignity  becoming  a  diplomatist.  Being  obliged 
to  make  himself  the  echo  of  the  haughty  and  sometimes  excessive  exigencies  of  Mr.  Sew^d, 
Mr.  Davton  found  means  to  mitigate  their  harshness,  and  thus  to  neutralize  the  just  influence 
which  the  confederate  representatives  had  acquired  in  Europe.  Mr.  Dayton  was  personally 
known  to  the  Emperor  l^apoleon  III,  whom  he  frequently  met  during  his  residence  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey." 

The  subjoined  passage  iff  from  the  Opinion  Nationale : 

*  *  The  honorable  gentleman  fulfilled  nis  diplomatic  functions  with  a  rectitude  and  tact  which 
procured  him  the  esteem  of  even  his  politiced  adversaries ;  and  assuredly  he  had  to  take  an 
active  part  in  a  whole  series  of  important  and  delicate  questions.  It  will  suffice  to  mention 
the  affair  of  the  Trent ;  the  repeated  visits  of  the  confederate  war  vessels  in  ports  of  Fnmoe ; 
the  different  phases  of  the  Mexican  expedition ;  the  offers  of  European  mediation  r^ected  by 
the  United  States ;  and  the  building  of  war  vessels  for  the  south  at  Nantes  and  Bordeaux. 
In  all  those  difficult  circumsiances  he  always  had  a  safe  rule  of  conduct,  an  infallible  guide — 
political  probity." 

The  public  funeral  services  of  his  excellency  the  Hon.  William  Lewis  Dayton,  late  ambas- 
sador extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiy  at  the  court  of  the  Tuileries,  will  be  solem- 
nised at  the  American  Chapel  in  the  Kue  de  Berry  this  day  at  two  o'clock  in  the  ailemoon. 
The  funeral  cortege  will  proceed  from  the  hotel  of  the  legation,  Rue  de  Presbourg,  Champs 
Elvs6es,  to  the  chapel,  and  after  the  service  the  body  will  be  taken  to  the  Western  Railway 
to  be  conveyed  to  Havre,  on  its  way  to  the  United  States. 


[From  Qalignani's  Messenger  of  December  7,  1864.] 

The  funeral  service  for  the  late  Mr.  Dayton  was  celebrated  yesterday  afternoon  at  the  Amer- 
ican chapel  in  the  Rue  de  Berry,  as  announced,  in  presence  of  a  great  concourse  of  persons, 
the  buildmg  and  approaches  to  it  beine  thronged.  The  Emperor  was  represented  by  Baron 
de  Lajus,  master  of  the  ceremonies,  the  Duke  de  Cambac^res,  and  Count  de  Baciocchi ;  and 
Prince  Napoleon  by  General  de  Franconni^re.  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  Lord  Cowley,  and  the  other  members  of  the  diplomatic  body,  were  all  in  attendance 
with  the  principal  members  of  their  legations.  The  coffin  was  placed  on  the  communion-table 
and  covered  with  the  United  States  flag,  which  in  its  turn  was  partly  concealed  by  wreaths 
and  flowers  placed  there  by  the  friends  of  the  deceased.  All  the  principal  citizens  of  the 
United  States  now  in  Paris  were  present,  as  well  as  a  number  of  Americans  of  the  south. 
Near  Mr.  Dayton,  son  of  the  deceased  diplomatist,  were  to  be  seen  Mr.  Pennington,  secretary 
of  legation {  Mr.  Bigelow,  American  consul;  Mr.  Aspinwall,  of  New  York,  and  a  great 
num^r  of  political  and  literary  men  of  France.  A  detachment  of  the  65th  regiment  lined 
the  interior  of  the  chapel.  The  service  for  the  dead  was  read  bv  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lamson,  after 
which  an  address  appropriate  to  the  occasion  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sunderland,  who, 
after  touching  on  the  early  career  and  distinguished  services  of  the  deceased,  referred  to  the 
events  now  in  progress  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  declared  that  the  United  States  government 
was  resolved  to  maintain  the  struggle  to  the  last.  Mr.  Bigelow  and  M.  Laboulaye  also  spoke, 
after  which  the  crowd  withdrew  in  silence. 


Mr,  Pennington  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  3.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Parii,  Decemher  7,  1864. 
Sir:  I  promptly  annonnced  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairB  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Dayton,  and  I  have  received  a  reply  to  my  communication.    I  here- 
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with  eneloae  a  copy  of  my  note,  and  the  minUter'B  reply.  I  am  Bare  the  de- 
partment will  be  gratified  to  read  this  testimonial  of  the  Emperor's  government 
of  the  high  consideration  in  which  the  late  minister  of  the  United  States  was 
held,  as  well  as  the  kind  terms  in  which  the  minister  of  foreign  affitirs  has  been 
pleased  to  express  his  personal  affliction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  PENNINGTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^.^  ^.,  i^c. 


Mr,  Pennington  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuffs. 

Paris,  December  2,  1864. 
Monsieur  le  Ministre  :  I  bave  to  communicate  to  yoar  excellency  the  painful  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  in  France,    llus  eyent  occurred  last  evening  at  nine  o*clock, 
after  an  illness  of  a  few  minutes. 
I  bave  the  honor  to  present  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 
Your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

WILLIAM  S.  PENNINGTON. 
M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Paris. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Pennington: 
LTranilatlon.] 

Paris,  December  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  information  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me,  of  the 
decease  of  the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  at  Paris,  has  caused  me  a  keen  and  deep  afBiction.  I  hastened 
to  inform  the  Emperor  of  the  sad  event,  which  nothing  could  have  foreseen.  His  Majesty 
has  felt  it  only  the  more  since  he  bore  a  particular  esteem  for  this  minister.  For  my  part,  I 
have  been  able  to  appreciate  personally  tne  qualities,  the  talents,  and  the  experience  of  Mr. 
Dayton,  and  I  make  it  a  duty  to  express  here  the  sincere  regrets  which  his  loss  has  caused. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  most  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DBOUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mon.  W.  S.  Pennington, 

First  Secretary  of  the  Legation  of  the  United  States  qf  America. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

No.  724.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  No- 
Tember  25th,  No.  567,  with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  what  is  called  a  coUec 
tive  note,  addressed  by  John  Slidell,  James  M.  Mason,  and  A.  Dudley  Mann 
to  the  government  of  France  and  all  the  other  European  states,  except  Turkey. 
It  has  about  equal  value  with  the  similar  emissions  which  an  eccentric 
countryman,  William  Comwell  Jewc^tt,  conveys  to  the  European  sovereigns 
through  the  public  press.  I  think  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  is  to  be  felicitated 
upon  the  frankness  and  loyalty  which  have  secured  him  against  insurgent  per- 
secutions affecting  the  form  of  diplomacy. 

I  have  not  fsiiled  to  notice  your  complaint  against  the  unfriendly  spirit  of 
what  is  called  the  government  press  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain.    To  re- 
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lieve  any  anxiety  which  that  hostility  excites  it  will  he  sufficient  for  yon  to 
know  that  the  nnmher  of  newspapers  of  every  sort  in  the  insurgent  region  is 
thirty-eight,  which  is  not  doahle  the  nnmher  of  prints  published  in  each  of  the 
several  congressional  districts  of  the  loyal  States.  Thank  Ood,  therefore,  and 
take  courage,  for  though  our  enemies  grow  more  inveterate  abroad,  they  are 
rapidly  diminishing  in  numbers,  at  least,  at  home. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Ijfc. 


Mr.  Pennington  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  7.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  December  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  708,  requesting  this  legation  to 
forward  to  your  department  a  copy  of  a  late  treaty  between  France  and  Japan, 
a  communication  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  with  a  view  to  com- 
plying with  the  request. 

An  answer  has  just  been  received,  stating  in  substance  that  there  has  been 
no  late  treaty  entered  into  between  France  and  Japan,  although  the  subject  was 
discussed  when  the  Japanese  ambassadors  were  in  Paris. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  translation  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys*  answer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  PENNINGTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Pennington, ' 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  December  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  At  the  time  the  envoys  of  the  Tycoon  were  in  Paris,  preliminary  discuss  ons  (pour 
parlers)  took  place,  in  effect,  with  them,  upon  the  subject  of  the  pending  c|uestions,  but  these 

Sreliminary  aiscussions  have  had  no  result.    The  events  which  have  lust  taken  place  in 
apan,  and  in  which  your  government  has  participated,  have  created  for  all  a  completely  new 
situation,  the  development  of  which,  it  seems  to  me,  we  can  but  wait 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  most  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHITYS. 
W.  S.  Pennington,  Esq., 

Charge  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States,  8fe.,  Paris. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  1.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  22,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yonr  despatch  of  the  2d  of  December,  which  was  writ" 
ten  upon  the  lamentable  occasion  of  the  sudden  decease  of  our  minister  pleni 
potentiarj,  the  late  William  L.  Dayton,  esq.  That  event  is  regarded  by  the 
President  with  profound  grief  and  sorrow.  The  public  character  of  the  de- 
ceased, together  with  the  gratitude  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  for  faithful  and  important  services  at  a  critical  period  of  our  national  life, 
will  be  an  inestimable  inheritance  for  his  bereaved  and  afflicted  family  and 
kindred. 

It  is  thought  expedient  that  you  should  assume  the  care  of  the  legation  as 
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eharg^  d'affaires  ad  interim^  until  the  yacancy  in  the  mission  shall  he  filled  by 
appointment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary,  hy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate.  A  letter  of  credence  is  herewith  sent  you.  You  will  make  such 
a  temporary  appointment  of  consul  as  your  judgment  shall  approve,  and  will 
report  thereon  to  this  department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  ^c\,  Sfc„  8fc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Pennington, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  23,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  2d  instant,  No.  1,  announcing  to 
this  department  the  sudden  death  of  the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  minister 
resident  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 

You  are  instructed  to  commit  the  archives  of  the  legation  to  J.  Bigelow,  esq., 
late  the  United  States  consul  at  Paris,  who  has  been  appointed  charge  d'affaires 
ad  interim. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
W.  8.  Pennington,  Esq.,  ^c,  Sfv.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  3.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  24,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  instruction  No.  1,  enclosing  your  commission  as  charg^ 
d'affiures  ad  interim  to  France,  and  your  credential  letter,  I  have  to  observe 
that  you  will  find  in  the  records  of  the  legation  personal  instructions  which  will 
be  sufficient  for  your  guidance.  No  special  instructions  are  deemed  necessary 
at  present  for  a  gentleman  so  conversant  with  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  as  yourself. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  Sfc ,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 

No.  5.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  26,  1864. 
Sir:  Mr.  Pennington's  despatch  of  the  7th  of  December,  No.  2,  has  beea 
received,  and  I  have  read  witn  mingled  emotions  of  sorrow  and  pride  the  de- 
scription it  gives  of  the  tributes  so  worthily  paid  in  Paris  by  the  government  of 
the  Emperor  and  the  foreign  legations,  and  the  press  of  the  metropolis,  to  die 
memory  of  William  L.  Dayton,  esq.,  our  late  minister  to  France. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^.,  ^.  ^  , 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bige^oio. 

No.  6.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Pennington's  despatch  of  the  7th,  No.  3,  has  been  received,  and  I 
perform  an  agreeable  duty  in  approving  of  the  communication  he  made  to  the 
imperial  government  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Dayton,  and  in  making 
known  to  you  that  the  President  is  highly  gratified  with  the  friendly  and  sym- 
pathetic manner  in  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  accepted  the  intelligence  of 
that  event,  so  deeply  deplored  by  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  9.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  On  the  30th  ultimo,  and  on  the  7th  instant,  our  consul  at  Nantes  in- 
formed this  department  of  suspicious  circumstances  in  regard  to  the  iron-chtd 
vessels  Shanghai  and  San  Francisco,  which  he  has  reported  to  the  legation  at 
Paris.  I  will  thank  you  to  give  your  attention  to  the  matter,  and  to  take  such 
steps  as  may,  in  your  judgment*  be  expedient,  towards  preventing  these  vessels 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  K  SEWAED. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.\  ^. 


Mr,  Pennington  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  an  interview  yesterday  with  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhnjs 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  there  were  any  unfinished  matters  between 
Mr.  Dayton  and  the  minister  of  foreign  aflPairs.  I  find  there  was  nothing ;  and 
after  leaving  a  copy  of  your  despatch  asking  for  some  more  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  returns  of  the  railroads  on  the  continent  for  1861  and  1862,  the  conversation 
turned  upon  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  dwelline 
upon  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held,  not  only  by  himself,  but  by  afi 
the  corps  diplomatic. 

Our  last  telegraphic  news  has  changed  the  tone  of  the  foreign  press  very 
much,  and  also  the  sentiments  of  the  people.  The  journals  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  have  almost  universally  predicted  the  destruction  of  General  ShermaB 
in  his  retreat  fix>m  Atlanta,  as  they  call  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  PENNINGTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc,,  ifc„  ifc,  r^  i 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  10.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatch  No.  556,  from  the  late 
William  L.  Dayton,  esq.,  relative  to  the  arrangment  made  by  an  agent  of  the 
insurgents  with  the  house  of  Silvee  &  Go.,  of  London,  to  furnish  the  insurgents 
a  quantity  of  insulated  telegraphic  wire,  to  be  used  in  exploding  torpedoes  and 
vessels  filled  with  powder  under  United  States  ships-of-war. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  7.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parts,  January  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatches,  Nos.  9  to  15  inclusive,  have  been  received. 

Referring  to  your  despatch  No.  9,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  both 
the  iron-clad  vessels  referred  to  by  you,  the  Shanghai  and  the  San  Francisco, 
have  been  purchased  and  equipped  for  the  Peruvian  navy,  and  have  both  sailed 
under  orders  of  the  Peruvian  government, 

I  had  this,  yesterday,  from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Barreda,  the  Peruvian  minister, 
who.  also  informed  me  that  the  San  Francisco  sailed  under  the  French  flag  for 
England,  where  she  is  expected  to  take  departure  as  a  Peruvian  vessel. 

She  left  the  French  port  fully  armed.  Our  consul  at  Nantes  informs  me  that 
her  coals  were  to  be  sent  to  her  at  Quiberon  bay.  I  may  here  mention  that  the 
Peruvian  government  is  now  in  treaty  for  anotner  vessel  built,  at  Glasgow,  for 
the  confederate  navy.  The  negotiation  is  depending  only  upon  the  news  to 
come  from  America,  which  may  render  the  difficulties  of  t£^ing  her  out  under 
the  Peruvian  flag  insurmountable. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Sfc ,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Bigehw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  Some  months  since  I  was  requested  to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  penal 
sanction  attached  to  an  oath  of  a  French  citizen,  administered  by  a  consular 
officer  of  the  United  States.  I  procured  and  communicated  to  you  the  verbal 
opinion  of  the  procureur  imperial,  which  was  to  the  e£Pect  that  the  laws  of 
France  did  not  regard  false  swearing  in  such  cases  as  perjury. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  written  opinion  upon  the  subject  which 
differs  so  widely  from  the  received  opinion  of  the  French  law  in  the  United 
States  as  to  deserve  publicity,  especially  among  the  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. Some  commissions  were  recently  sent  to  this  consulate  from  California 
to  take  testimony  in  a  large  number  of  suits  to  which  the  United  States  govern- 
ment was  a  party. 

The  witnesses  to  be  examined  were  all  Frenchmen,  and  there  was  reason  to 
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apprehend  that  it  was  the  iDtention  of  the  parties  who  sued  oat  the  commission 
to  make  up  in  the  quantity  of  the  testimony  what  it  might  lack  in  quality. 
Under  my  advice,  Mr.  Faiwell,  United  States  naval  officer  at  San  Francisco, 
and  special  agent  for  the  government  here,  applied  to  Mr.  Berryer  to  know 
precisely  what  degree  of  value  the  laws  of  France  attached  to  the  oaths  of  French 
citizens  administered  hy  a  consular  agent,  and  in  what  way, if  any,  the  testimony 
of  a  French  citizen  taken  in  France  could  he  made  available  in  a  suit  pending 
in  the  United  States. 

Enclosed  please  find  Mr.  Farwell's  letter  and  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Berreyer, 
which,  if  it  required  any  support,  I  may  say  has  been  confirmed  out  of  the 
mou£hs  of  several  French  lawyers  with  whom  I  have  conversed  upon  the  subject, 
none  of  whom  seemed  to  entertain  any  doubt  upon  the  subject. 

By  this  opinion  it  appears  not  only  that  no  penalties  attach  to  the  false  tes- 
timony of  a  witness,  sworn  before  the  representation  of  a  foreign  govemm^t, 
which  can  be  enforced  by  the  French  tribunals,  but  that  even  letters  rogatory 
from  an  American  to  a  French  tribunal  for  the  examination  of  a  witness  are 
executed  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  only,  the  tribunal  not  professing  any  control 
whatever  over  the  witnesses  after  their  testimony  had  been  delivered. 

The  original  of  this  opinion  will  be  plabed  on  file  at  the  Paris  consulate. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbw^ard, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^fc.,  i^c,  ifc. 


Mr.  FarweU  to  Mr  Berreyer, 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  January  5,  1865. 
Sk  :  It  is  proposed  to  take  in  France  the  testimony  of  certain  witnesses  who  are  citizens 
of  and  who  reside  in  France,  to  be  read  as  evidence  in  certain  suits  at  law  pendinii^  in  the 
federal  courts  of  the  United  States  at  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  in  which  suits  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  plaintiff.  For  this  purpose  commissions  have  been  issuea  by 
the  courts,  directed  to  certain  consular  officers  of  the  United  States  residing  in  France,  requir- 
ing them  to  take  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  upon  their  oaths,  and  to  return  the  same  in 
writing  to  the  courts  aforesaid. 

It  is  important  to  ascertain,  before  incurring  the  labor  ahd  expense  of  executing  these  com- 
missions, whether  the  oath  which  these  consular  officers  are  required  to  administer  to  the 
witnesses  will  or  will  not  be  binding  upon  them  by  the  law  of  France ;  and  if,  by  the  French 
law,  these  witnesses  will  be  liable  as  for  perjury,  should  any  of  them  speak  falsely  in  reply 
to  questions  propounded  to  them  upon  this  examination. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  state  your  opinion  upon  these  questions  in  writing, 
citing  such  laws  and  decisions  as  bear  upon  them. 

Be  ^^ood  enough  to  inform  me  in  what  manner  the  testimony  of  witnesses  may  be  legally 
taken  m  France,  to  be  read  as  evidence  in  the  courts  of  the  countries,  so  that  in  case  it  shall 
be  made  to  appear  that  such  testimony  is  false,  the  witnesses  so  giving  the  same  can  be 
punished  in  France  for  peijury. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

B.  FARWELL. 
Agent  United  Slates  Treasury  Department, 
Mr.  Berreyer. 


OPIliaON. 

[Translation.] 

The  undersigned  ancien  avocat  is  of  the  opinion — 

That  the  testimony  of  French  subjects  residing  in  France,  intended  to  be  used  as  evidence 
in  a  suit  pending  out  of  France,  may  be  taken  either  by  consular  agents  of  the  country  where 
the  suit  is  pending,  or  \>j  a  French  tribunal  in  virtue  of  letters  rogatory,  emanating  from  a 
foreign  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of  the  case ; 

Tlmt  whatever  may  be  the  mode  adopted  for  receiving  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  these 
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depoflidoiu  cannot  be  in  France  porsned  as  laying  the  foundation  for  the  crime  of  perjury, 
provided  for  and  punished  by  the  articles  361,  262,  363,  364,  365,  and  366,  of  the  penal  code  ; 

That  the  provisions  of  these  articles  of  the  code  only  affect  depositions  taken  m  a  civil  or 
criminal  suit  pendine  in  France ; 

That  the  taking  of  testimony  by  a  foreign  consular  agent  accredited  in  France,  but  only 
delegated  by  foreign  jurisdiction  to  receive  the  declarations  of  witnesses,  cannot  be  considered 
as  constituting  a  criminal  or  civil  suit  pending  in  France ;  it  is  but  a  step  of  the  proceedings 
taken  before  foreign  tribunals,  of  which  the  consular  agent  is  the  delegate  or  auxiliary,  and 
it  is  uo  more  the  part  of  the  French  tribunals  to  know  the  consequences  of  this  delegation 
than  to  know  any  other  acts  of  the  foreign  procedure ; 

That  the  depositions  received  by  the  French  tribunals  in  virtue  of  letters  rogatory,  emanat- 
ing from  a  foreign  tribunal  and  transmitted  by  the  competent  authority,  do  not  constitute  a 
suit  pending  before  the  French  tribunals ; 

That  the  execution  given  to  this  commission  is  neither  prescribed  nor  regulated  by  any 
law,  and  is  in  reality  only  a  simple  act  of  courtesy,  conformable  to  international  usages,  and 
in  no  wav  divesting  the  foreign  judicial  authority  originally  having  jurisdiction ; 

That,  furthermore,  the  article  361,  &c.,  of  the  penal  code,  only  affect  the  depositions  made 
in  a  criminal  matter,  or  case  of  misdemeanor,  in  so  fteir  as  they  may  be  offered  in  evidence  in 
the  oral  debates,  and  do  not  conflict  with  the  depositions  received  during  the  trial. — (Cassa- 
tion, April  26,  1816;  September  14,  1826;  April  19,  1839;  July  22,  1843.) 

That  from  that  time,  and  under  the  circumstances  hereafter  indicated,  the  American  gov- 
emment  would  not  be  permitted  to  prosecute  for  perjury  before  the  French  tribunals,  but  in 
virtue  of  the  general  terms  of  the  article  1,382  of  the  civil  code,  according  to  which  every  aU 
of  fnan  tehich  causes  another  an  ir^'ury  obliges  him  bv  whose  fault  it  happened  to  repair  t/,  the 
American  government,  after  having  judicially  estabushed  the  fact  of  perjury,  could  show  the 
pr^adice  to  it  resulting  therefrom,  morallv  and  materially,  could  pursue  before  the  tribunals 
of  France  the  French  person  who  caused  this  injury,  and  cause  him  to  be  condemned  to  make 
r^taration. 

BERRYER,  Ancien  Batonnier, 

Deliberated  at  Paris,  January  9,  1865. 


Mr,  Bigeloto  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  11.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  Colonel  de  Ghanal,  a  French  officer,  who  had  been  sent  by  his  govern- 
ment on  a  tour  of  observation  to  the  United  States,  returned  about  a  mouth  ago, 
after  a  sojourn  in  our  country  of  some  eight  months.  A  few  evenings  since  he 
gave  me,  at  great  length,  the  impressiond  he  had  formed,  and  was  communicat- 
ing to  his  government.  Some  of  these  impressions,  as  they  will  have  their 
influences  in  shaping  public  opinion  here,  seem  worthy  of  being  reported  to  you. 

The  colonel  is  confident  that  all  military  operations,  on  a  large  scale,  will  be 
at  an  end  before  the  close  of  the  coming  summer.  He  entertains  no  doubt  of 
the  triumph  of  the  north,  and  appears  to  have  formed  a  less  exalted  opinion  of 
the  strategy  and  military  skill  of  the  insurgent  officers  than  prevails  generally 
in  Europe,  or  perhaps  in  America. 

I  mentioned  the  report  that  the  south  were  agitating  the  expediency  of  arm- 
ing their  slaves,  and  asked  if  he  thought  negroes  would  make  good  soldiers;  if 
so,  whether  their  freedmen  would  fight  against  the  north ;  and,  if  so,  how  much 
strength  the  insurgents  could  realize  from  that  source. 

The  colonel  said  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  negroes  made  good  soldiers ;  he 
spoke  of  a  couple  of  regiments  paraded  before  him  by  General  Butler,  after  a 
three  months'  drill,  and  who  went  through  their  manuoevres,  he  thought,  as  well 
as  French  soldiers  usually  did  after  a  year's  drilling.  He  inclined  to  think  they 
might  sometimes  cow  a  little  in  the  presence  of  those  whom  they  were  bred  to 
consider  the  master  race,  but  to  that  susceptibilitv  he  did  not  seem  to  attach 
much  importance.  In  the  cases  in  which  they  had  failed  conspicuously — and  he 
instanced  the  assault  which  followed  the  explosion  of  the  mine  before  Peters- 
burg— he  said  white  soldiers  would  have  failed  also;  no  soldiers,  he  was  per- 
suaded, would  have  stood  firm  under  these  circumstances.    He  had  no  doubt 
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that  the  slaves  would  fight  for  the  msnrgents  aboat  as  well  as  against  them. 
He  spoke  of  the  Fellahs  annually  recruited  by  violence  for  the  army  of  the  Vice- 
roy of  Egypt,  and  who  are  always  ready  to  repeat  upon  their  own  people,  the 
succeeding  year,  the  outrages  of  which  they  had  so  recently  been  the  victims. 
He  thought,  however,  the  amount  of  strength  the  insurgents  would  gain  ^m 
this  source  would  not  be  enough  to  seriously  prolong  the  war.  He  estimated 
the  number  of  slaves  in  the  insurgent  States  now  at  about  1,000,000.  These, 
he  said,  would  not  yield  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  available  men  at  the  outside. 
In  Algeria  his  government  had  found  that  for  a  razzia  of  only  eight  or  ten  days, 
and  t^ing  every  available  man,  they  never  got  more  than  one-seventh  of  the 
population.  But  in  these  cases  none  were  left  to  cultivate  the  soil,  or  to  look 
after  property.  It  would  not  be  possible  for  the  American  insurgents  to  strip 
their  country  of  its  laborers  in  this  way,  for  their  armies  depend  mainly  upon 
the  culture  of  the  soil  for  their  sustenance,  and  these  levies  would  be  required 
to  absent  themselves  for  months  instead  of  a  few  days  to  be  of  any  service.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  one-tenth  would  be  a  very  high  proportion  to  allow  for 
the  possible  acquisitions  to  the  insurgent  armies  from  this  source,  and  that  would 
yield  but  abotrt  100,000  men — altogether  too  small  a  number  to  resist  the  gath- 
ering armies  of  the  north.  Colonel  Ghanal  satisfied  himself  that  white  labor 
was  quite  as  available  as  black  in  the  culture  of  cotton,  and  expressed  to  me  his 
conviction  that  the  French  peasant  found  the  culture  of  maize  in  the  south  of 
France  more  painful  and  trying  to  his  constitution  than  the  culture  of  cotton 
would  be  to  them  in  Alabama.  The  colonel's  observations  made  among  the 
French  Creoles  of  Louisiana  in  regard  to  the  past  and  the  present  relations  of 
the  negro  with  them  were  very  curious  and  instructive,  and  one  day,  I  hope,, 
will  throw  their  light  upon  the  history  of  this  great  transformation,  though  I 
do  not  feel  warranted  in  swelling  this  communication  of  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4fc.>  4^.»  ^' 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  12.]  Legation  up  the  United  States, 

Paris,  January  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Corps  Legislatif  is  to  open  on  the  15th  instant.  This  announce- 
ment is  a  notorious  breeder  of  rumors.  Among  them  is  one  that  an  effort  is 
afoot  to  make  England  and  France  unite  in  recognizing  the  southern  confede- 
racy, on  condition  that  they  will  emancipate  and  arm  their  slaves.  I  mention 
this  rumor  not  out  of  any  respect  for  it,  but  to  show  to  what  silly  shifts  the 
partisans  of  rebellion  bere  are  driven  to  keep  one  another  in  countenance,  and 
of  what  contortions  the  wounded  carcase  of  secession  is  capable  in  its  expiring 
agonies.  The  speech  of  Milner  Gibson  in  England  yesterday  will  probably 
bring  this  canard  to  an  untimely  end,  but  it  will  be  replaced  by  another  equally 
or  more  absurd,  that  will  have  its  day  on  the  bourse.  You  will  find  in  the 
Moniteur  of  the  25th  an  article  written  apparently  in  the  interest  of  those  who 
extract  comfort  from  the  above  rumor.  It  purports  to  be  a  letter  from  New 
York,  dated  the  10th  instant,  and  is  designed  to  show  that  the  fate  of  slavery 
in  the  United  States  is  sealed,  and  by  implication  that  its  abolition  ought  no 
longer  to  be  regarded  as  the  starting-point  of  a  French  or  English  policy  in  our 
country.     Slavery  has  always  been  the  stumbling-block  of  European  disunion- 


uigiLizeu  uy  'v^iv^v,/ 


d'" 


DIPLOMATIC  COBBESPONDENCE,  209 

wis,  whenever  they  have  attempted  to  Invoke  intervention.  Now  they  are  des- 
perate enough  to  imagine  that  if  they  can  show  that  slavery,  the  perpetuation 
of  which  was  the  only  pretext  for  rebellion,  is  practically  extinct,  or  in  process 
of  rapid  extinction,  foreign  powers  will  come  to  their  rescue,  and  extend  to  them 
in  their  despair  the  hand  which  was  refused  to  them  when  they  were  formidable. 
There  are  many  so  infatuated  as  to  find  pleasure  in  reading  and  hearing  such 
stoff  as  this,  and  they  are  represented  in  the  editorial  management  of  the  Mont- 
temr,  as  well  as  in  less  important  administration  journals.  •  •  • 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  s'^rvant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc,  tfc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Bigelaw  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  13.]  Lboation  op  thb  United  Statrs, 

Paris,  January  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  learned  on  Saturday,  the  28th  instant,  about  1  p.  m.,  through  our  consul 
at  Nantes,  that  a  despatch  had  come  to  the  Danish  consul  at  Nantes  ftrom  the 
French  commisgmre  de  Vinscription  maritime,  at  Palais,  Bell  Isle,  informing  him 
that  a  '*  Danish  vessel  called  the  Olinde,  which  had  been  sold  to  the  confeder- 
ates, had  discharged  her  crew  of  fifty  men  at  Quiberon,  and  that  they  were  on 
their  way  to  the  care  of  the  Danish  consul  at  Nantes."  The  same  letter  advised 
me  that  a  steam  ram,  built  at  Bordeaux,  on  the  model  of  the  Gastelfidardo,  with 
a  Danish  crew,  and  under  the  command  of  a  Danish  captain,  was  lying  at  the 
island  of  Honat,  where  she  had  discharged  her  crew  of  forty-two  men  on  board 
a  vessel  sent  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Dnbigeon  Fils,  of  St.  Nazaire,  with  coals  for 
her ;  and  while  taking  on  boai*d  some  thirty  tons,  which  was  all  the  weather  ad- 
mitted of  transshipment,  a  British  steamer  came  alongside  with  a  supply  of  guns, 
ammunition,  and  a  crew,  which  were  also  put  on  board.  I  immediately  ad- 
dressed a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  following  despatch  from  Palais,  Bell  Isle,  received  at  Nantes  on  the  night 
of  the  27th,  reached  me  this  morning : 

"  According  to  report  to-day  from  Quiberon,  the  crew  of  a  Danish  steamer 
have  been  paid  off.  There  are  close  to  Honat  island  two  steamers,  unknown ; 
one  it  is  said  is  a  ram,  which  passed  four  days  ago  before  Palais  without  any 
flag  up." 

I  also  learned  yesterday  from  our  consul  at  Nantes  that  the  ram  sailed  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  at  nine  o'clock,  steering  southwest.  These  facts  taken  in 
connexion  with  information  derived  from  a  letter  from  our  consul  at  Bordeaux, 
which  I  found  on  the  files  of  the  legation,  an  extract  of  which  is  annexed,  led 
me  to  the  conclusion  that  at  least  one  of  the  vessels  referred  to  by  our  consul 
at  Nantes  was  built  by  Arman  and  sold  to  the  Danish  government,  but  not  ac- 
cepted, and  was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  confederates. 

To-day  I  called  upon  Monsieur  Chasseloup  Laubat,  the  minister  of  marine, 
to  learn  what  action  he  had  taken  or.  proposed  to  take  upon  the  subject.  He 
read  me  twcr  despatches,  speaking  only  of  the  arrival  of  a  ram,  apparently  a 
foreign  vessel,  in  the  waters  near  Quiberon  ;  but  he  had  as  yet  received  no  writ- 
ten information  upon  the  subject.  I  revealed  to  him  my  suspicions  that  these 
vessels,  or  this  vessel  if  there  is  but  one,  had  gone  into  the  confederate  service, 
and  stated  some  of  the  fiwts  upon  which  my  suspicions  were  founded.  He  said 
he  would  telegraph  at  once  for  information ;  that  Arman  had  deceived  him  twice, 
and  might  try  to  do  it  again ;  if  so  they  could  not  help  it,  as  the  point  where  these 
vessels  lay  was  not  under  the  eye  or  guns  of  the  government.     I  replied  that 
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the  transfer  occnrred  in  French  waters,  that  the  yessel  was  coaled  clandestinely 
from  a  French  steamer,  and  that  intelligence  of  these  facts  reached  me  indirectly 
through  a  French  government  officer.  He  repeated  that  the  waters  in  which  these 
vessels  are  reported  to  have  lain  are  not  under  surveillance ;  and  besides,  these 
vessels  had  been  sold  to  the  Danish  government,  which  became  thereby  respon- 
sible for  the  use  which  should  be  made  of  them.  I  replied  that  according  to 
the  report  the  Danish  government  had  refused  to  accept  them,  as  not  answering 
to  the  contract.  His  excellency  replied,  that  he  had  received  no  official  notice 
of  their  refusal  to  accept  the  vessels ;  that,  as  thev  were  vessels-of-war,  they  could 
not  have  received  his  authorization  to  leave  without  first  showing  a  contract  for 
their  purchase  from  some  neutral  government ;  that  they  did  produce  one  from 
the  Danish  government,  and  if  they  did  not  intend  to  keep  them  it  was  its  duty 
to  notify  this  government  and  to  place  the  ship  once  more  under  French  juris- 
diction ;  till  then,  Denmark,  and  not  France,  was  responsible  for  the  vessels. 

As  it  was  in  the  ministry  of  foreign  affiurs,  and  not  in  the  department  of  marine, 
that  questions  of  international  responsibility  are  to  be  discussed,  I  hastened 
away  in  the  hope  of  finding  the  Danish  minister  before  his  legation  was  closed. 
I  was  unfortunately  too  late ;  but  1  saw  Mr.  Haxlhaussen,  the  first  secretary  of 
the  legation,  who  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  a  despatch  from  their  consul  at 
Nantes,  confirming  the  report  that  a  vessel  built  by  Annan  and  sold  to  his  gov- 
ernment, on  arriving  at  Copenhagen  had  failed  to  answer  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract ;  that  Annan  preferred  to  take  her  back,  rather  than  modify  his  terms ; 
that  she  had  put  into  Quiberon  and  discharged  her  crew ;  beyond  this  he  pro- 
fessed to  have  no  information.  He  insisted,  however,  that  his  government  had 
never  accepted  the  Stoerkodder ;  he  gave  her  the  name  borne  by  the  iron-dad 
to  which  our  consul  at  Bordeaux  referred  in  his  letter,  and  therefore  his  govern- 
ment could  not  be  responsible,  &:c. 

After  making  an  appointment  to  see  the  Danish  minister  at  three  o'clock  to- 
morrow, I  took  my  leave.  I  hope  to  learn  from  him  something  more  definitive 
in  regard  to  the  terms  of  purchase  and  surrender  of  this  vessel,  or  of  these  ves- 
sels if  there  were  more  than  one,  in  time  for  to-morrow  evening's  mail. 

I  will  conclude  this  despatch  with  a  report  current  among  the  confederates  in 
Paris  this  evening,  that  they  have  purchased  a  powerful  ram,  which  is  now  on 
its  way  to  Charleston,  where  it  is  expected  to  make  havoc  among  our  block- 
ading vessels.  She  is  reputed  to  carry  one  Armstrong  gun  of  300  pounds,  two 
of  120  pounds,  steel  shot  and  shell,  and  bears  the  name  of  Stonewall. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


JOHN  BIGELOW;. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Pans,  January  28,  1665. 

Sir  :  I  am  advised  that  a  vessel  sailiag  under  the  Danish  flag,  but  recently  sold  to  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States  of  America,  hful  put  into  Palais,  Belle  Isle.  I  have  reason  to  be 
lieve  that  this  vessel  was  built  in  France,  and  sailed  for  a  Danish  port  as  a  vessel  built  for 
the  Danish  government.  One  of  the  names  she  bears  is  Olinide ;  as  she  is  a  new  vessel, 
she  can  have  no  claim  to  the  shelter  of  a  French  port  for  repairs.  If,  as  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  she  is  armed  and  readv  for  service,  it  would  be  a  fraud  upon  the  imperial 
government  for  her  to  leave  before  she  had  been  stripped  of  her  warlike  munitions.  1  am 
also  advised  of  an  iron-clad  vessel  recently  built  at  Bordeaux,  arriving  under  the  Danish 
flag,  with  a  Danish  captain  and  crow  on  board,  at  the  Isle  of  Pouat  She  has  discharged 
her  Danish  crew,  who  were  taken  to  Quiberon  in  a  vessel  sent  to  supply  her  with  coals  oy 
Messrs.  Dubigeons  Fils,  of  Nantes.  While  taking  in  her  coals  an  English  steamer  came  along- 
side and  sup.tlied  her  with  ^uns,  munitions  of  war  and  a  crew. 

Your  excellency  I  trust  will  not  think  I  am  too  hasty  in  concluding  that  this  vessel  also  is 
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desired  to  prej  upon  American  commerce  mider  the  flag  of  the  so-called  confederate  gov- 
emment. 

I  hasten  to  brins^  these  tacts  to  jonr  excellency's  attention  in  the  hopes  that  measures  may 
be  immediately  taken  to  prevent  a  violation  of  that  neutrality  which  the  imperial  govern- 
ment has  shown  itself  so  justly  solicitous  to  maintain. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  8ervan^ 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Droutn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  Paris, 


Mr,  Davisson  to  Mr,  Bigeloto, 

Consulate  op  the  UinTED  States, 

Bordeaux,  January  12,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  learn  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Elsineur  that  the  Arman  iron-clad  Sphinx, 
(now  Stoerkodder, )  which  went  to  Copenhagen,  was  refused  by  the  Danish  government,  and 
ibe  is  now  en  route  for  Bordeaux,  in  cnarge  of  a  Danish  captain  and  crew,  and  by  permission 
of  tbe  Danish  foreign  office  she  is  sailing  under  the  Danisn  flag  until  her  arrival  in  a  French 
port  As  she  cleared  from  France  as  a  vessel  sold,  her  papers  were  taken  from  her  on  her 
arrival  at  Copenha^n,  and  her  French  captain  left  her.  Hence  this  safe  course  pursued  by 
Denmark  of  returmng  her  to  Bordeaux  to  get  her  natural  documents  and  flag  returned. 

Tbe  twin  brother  of  this  iron-clad,  the  Cheops,  is  still  at  the  quaylin  this  city,  and  although 
workmen  have  been  as  busy  as  frenchmen  can  be,  it  will  probably  require  a  month  more 
for  tbe  completion. 

•  •  •  «'«  •  •  • 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DAVISSON,  UnUed  States  Consul, 
Hon.  John  Bigblow, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America^  Paris, 


Mr.  Bigeloto  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  14.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris 9  January  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Molkte,  the  Danish  minister,  whom  I  have  just  left,  confirms  sub- 
staotiallj  everything  stated  in  my  despatch  No.  13  in  regwl  to  tbe  Stoerkodder, 
except  that  from  what  he  says  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  oar  consnl's  de- 
spatches from  Nantes  all  relate  to  one  and  tbe  same  vessel-of-war.  Mr.  Molkte 
says  that  the  Stoerkodder  was  sent  to  Copenhagen  with  a  French  crew,  in  cllarge 
of  Mr.  Amons  de  la  Riviere,  one  of  Arman's  agents,  whose  name  is  already  familiar 
to  yoa  in  connexion  with  past  negotiations  between  Arman  and  tbe  confeder- 
ates ;  that  on  her  arrival  at  Copenhagen  the  crew  were  sent  home  ;  that  after 
lybg  there  some  three  months,  she  was  finally  rejected,  as  the  Danish  inspector 
at  Bordeaux  had  previously  told  Ajrman  she  would  be,  he  havine  refused  to 
report  in  her  favor  before  his  departure ;  that  upon  receiving  his  final  answer, 
Amons  hired  a  Danish  captain  and  crew  to  bring  her  to  Bordeaux ;  that  Amons, 
who  called  to  see  him  yesterday,  with  the  Danish  pilot  and  captain,  represented 
as  his  reason  for  stopping  at  Honat,  that  his  engineers  were  unskilful,  his  sail- 
ors mutinous,  and  that,  like  the  improvident  virgins,  their  oil  had  given  out. 
This  last  struck  Mr.  Molkte  as  quite  a  novelty  in  the  category  of  maritime  dis- 
asters, and  contributed  to  inspire  suspicion  in  regard  to  tbe  whole  transaction. 

Mr.  Molkte  said  there  could  be  no  mistake  about  the  main  fact,  so  important 
in  determining  where  the  responsibility  must  rest  for  the  escape  of  tbe  Stoer- 
kodder, that  she  never  for  one  moment  passed  out  of  the  control  of  Arman  or  his 
agents,  and  of  course  'Was  never  for  one  moment  in  the  possession  of  the  Danish 
government.  If  this  be  so,  the  question  of  responsibility  will  not  be  difficult  to 
solve. 

I  have  written  to  our  minister  at  Copenhagen  to  procure,  with  as  little  delav 
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as  possible,  &11  the  infonnation  within  his  reach  pertinent  to  the  issue,  and  to 
commonicate  directly  both  to  the  State  Department  and  to  this  legation. 

In  speaking  of  Uie  defective  construction  of  the  Stoerkodder,  about  which 
there  seems  little  difference  of  opinion,  Mr.  Molkte  remarked  that  Amons  insisted 
that  she  was  a  terrible  vessel,  and  she  was  going  to  make  terrible  havoc  among 
the  blockading  squadrons  of  the  federals. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Sfc,,  Sfv,,  ^. 


Mr.  BigeUno  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  16.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  have  no  controversy  about  the  facts  connected  with  the  recent 
escape  of  the  steam  ram  Olinde  from  the  waters  of  France,  after  the  lapse  of  time 
should  render  their  verification  more  difficult,  I  prepared  a  statement  of  such  as 
seemed  at  once  most  authentic  and  most  material,  and  handed  it  yesterday  in 
person  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  A  copy  is  annexed. 
His  excellency  asked  if  he  should  read  it  then.  I  briefly  explained  its  tenor 
and  purpose,  and  begged  him  to  read  it  at  his  liesure,  unless  he  had  some  com- 
munication to  make  to  me  then  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  referred.  He  then 
went  on  to  say  that  he  was  not  sufficiently  informed  about  the  case  to  discuss 
it ;  that  the  subject  was  under  investigation  by  the  minister  of  marine,  and  as 
soon  as  his  report  came  to  hand  he  would  communicate  with  me.  I  said  that  I 
thought  there  were  obvious  advantages  in  having  the  investigation  made,  and  a 
policy,  which  I  had  no  doubt  would  be  the  just  one,  adopted  by  the  government 
before  any  echo  of  the  news  reached  here  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
He  referred  to  the  precautions  he  had  previously  taken  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
these  vessels  into  improper  hands,  and  assured  me  that  the  subject  was  then 
receiving  the  earnest  attention  of  the  government.  •  •  •  •  • 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr  BigelotD  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuffs. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  Since  the  commanication  whlcli  I  bad  the  honor  to  make  to  jour  excellency  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  I  have  ascertained,  from  authentic  sources,  the  following  facts  in  rerani  to  the 
vessel-of-war  clandestinely  armed  and  equipped  a  few  days  since  near  the  Isle  of  Hooat  and 
within  the  waters  of  France : 

The  name  which  the  vessel  bore  on  her  arrival  there  was  the  Stoerkodder.  She  was  built 
hj  Mr.  Arman,  naval  constructor  at  Bordeaux,  originally  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
of  America,  but  afterwards  sold  to  the  Danish  government  upon  certain  conditions  and  lim- 
itations as  to  price,  speed,  draught  of  water,  &c.  Before  leaving  Bordeaux  an  agent  of  the 
Danish  government,  who  was  sent  to  examine  her.  reported  that  she  did  not  answer  to  the 
specifications,  and  refused  to  accept  her. 

Thinking  the  supreme  authorities  of  Denmark  might  have  reasons  for  judging  his  work 
more  indulgently,  Mr.  Arman  obtained  from  his  excellency  the  minister  of  marine  an  author- 
JEation  to  send  the  ship  to  Copenhagen  with  a  French  equipage  and  under  the  French  flag, 
in  charge  of  a  Mr.  Amons  de  la  Reviere,  an  agent  for  Mr.  Arman,  and  already  known  to 
your  excellency  as  a  sort  of  contract  broker  for  the  insurgent  organization  in  America. 
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On  the  arriyal  of  the  steamer  at  Copenhajfen  the  French  crew  were  dismissed,  and  she 
remained  there  some  two  or  three  months,  Tne  government  of  Denmark,  after  a  new  inspec- 
tion, sustained  the  judgement  of  their  agent  at  Bordeaux,  and  refused  to  accept  the  steamer  as 
a  fulfilment  of  Mr.  Anaan's  contract,  and  she  was  then  cleared  for  Bordeaux,  full  of  coals, 
with  a  Danish  equipage  shipped  by  Mr.  de  Bevieie,  who  continued  on  board  and  in  charge 
of  the  ship. 

Insteaa  of  going  to  Bordeaux,  howerer,  she  put  in  at  the  isle  of  Honat,  where,  apparently 
through  some  concerted  arrangement,  a  steamer  from  the  yard  of  Dubigeon  Fils  &  Co.,  of 
8i.  Naxaire,  under  pretext  of  supplying  her  with  coals,  of  which  she  stood  in  no  need  and 
only  received  thirty  tons,  took  offher  Danish  officers  and  crew,  and  landed  forty -two  of  the 
latter  at  Quiberon  and  four  officers  at  St  Nasaire. 

While  the  transshipment  of  the  coal  and  crew  was  going  on,  a  British  side-wheel  steamer 
came  alongside  of  the  ram,  which  had  already  taken  the  name  of  Olinde,  and  supplied  ber 
with  guns,  munitions  of  war,  and  a  crew,  necessarily  by  virtue  of  some  arrangement  con- 
certed before  her  departure  from  Copenhagen.  8he  left  on  Saturday  morning  last,  and 
though  within  a  few  hours*  sail  of  Bordeaux  oas  not  since  been  heard  from. 

Amons  de  la  Reviere  left  the  Olinde  with  the  Danish  officers  and  came  to  Paris,  having 
surrendered  the  ship  to  a  new  commander. 

It  is  stated  by  one  of  the  crew,  shipped  at  isle  Honat,  but  who  refused  to  sail  with  her  when 
he  saw  the  military  equipments  of  the  officers  and  men,  tliat  by  his  shipping  articles  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Olinde  was  to  go  to  Lisbon,  where,  as  has  been  reported  to  me  from  another 
source,  she  expected  to  complete  her  armament  and  sail  thence  on  a  five  months'  voyage. 

I  take  leave  to  bring  these  statements,  which  all  come  from  authentic  sources,  thus  promptly 
to  the  notice  of  your  excellency  in  the  hope  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  inform  roe 
if  they  differ  in  any  important  particulars,  and  if  so  in  what,  from  the  reports  which  have 
reached  the  imperial  government,  in  order  that  mv  own  government  ma]r  oe  assisted  by  an 
undisputed  record  of  tacts  in  determining  precisely  where  the  responsibility  should  rest  for 
the  depredations  which  are  to  be  apprehended  from  the  irregular  and  presumptively  piratical 
manner  in  which  the  Olinde  quitted  the  waters  of  France. 

While  I  sincerely  hope  these  apprehensions  may  prove  to  have  been  gproundless,  I  do  not 
feel  sufficient  doubt  of  Uie  final  destination  of  the  Olinde  to  justify  me  in  neglectiuf^  any  pre- 
caution which  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  take  if  my  apprehensions  were  convictions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration, 
and  remain 

Your  very  humble  and  veir  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t^c^  ^c,  ifc 


Mr,  Bigdotr  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  17.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  our  consul  at  Nantes  the  testimony  of  two  sailors 
employed  on  board  the  steam-tug  Expeditif  when  she  was  sent  with  coals  to 
the  ram  Olinde  and  to  bring  off  her  Danish  crew.     A  translation  is  enclosed. 

I  aleo  enclose  a  despatch  received  from  our  consul  at  Elsinore,  in  reply  to  one 
addressed  by  me  to  him  a  few  days  since,  which  confirms  the  information  I  had 
received  that  the  Stoerkodder  left  full  of  coals;  but  it  reveals  another  fact  which 
may  prove  of  grave  importance.  The  Olinde  seems  to  have  taken  in  only  thirty 
tons  of  coal  in  Denmark.  If  so,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  she  left  Bordeaux 
loaded  with  coal,  and  if  so,  the  presumption  is  that  her  delivery  to  the  confeder- 
ates, as  it  has  occurred,  was.planned  before  her  departure  from  France.  I  shall 
pursue  this  inquiry  diligently. 

I  shall  request  our  minister  at  Lisbon,  by  this  evening's  mail,  to  put  himself 
in  such  relation  with  the  French  minister  at  that  court  as  to  secure  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  French  government  in  any  efforts  he  may  find  it  advantageous  to 
make  for  the  seizure  of  the  Olinde,  should  she  appear  in  Portuguese  waters. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

tkcretary  of  State.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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[EncloBiire  No.  1.] 

Translation  oftestinumjf  of  Paul  Brechoir  and  John  Bouyer^  sailors  on  hoard  ike  tug  Expedi- 

ttf,  taken  in  the  presence  of  Mr,  de  la  Montagnie^  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Nantes,  and 

Messrs.  Ckauvet  and  his  colleague  notaries  at  Nantes^  and  certified  bjf  them  on  the  1st  day 

of  February,  1865. 

In  presence  of  Mr.  Jobn  Cordt,  Hannens  De4ichen,  interpreter,  residing  at  Nantes,  fosse, 
No.  14,  who,  as  also  M.  de  Montaenie  appearing,  have  testified  to  the  onaersigned  notaries 
the  iudiyidualit^  and  identity  of  Messrs.  nouyer  and  Brechoir. 

And  after  having  read  these  present  papers,  tne  appearers,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Brechoir, 
who,  being  questioned,  declared  that  he  did  not  know  how  to  do  so,  have  all  signed  with  the 
notaries. 

The  following  is  the  tenor  of  the  annex : 

Declaration  made  before  me,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Nantee,  in  my  bureau,  the  Ist 
day  of  February,  1865. 

This  day,  the  Ist  of  February,  1865,  appeared  before  me  the  said  Brechoir  (Paul)  and 
Bouyer,  seamen  on  board  the  tug  Expc^itif;  who  made  the  following  declaration : 

We  left  St.  Nasaire,  onboard  the  tug  Expeditif,  Saturday  evening,  the  21st  of  January, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Hahn  Hobkirh,  pilot  Bonin,  residing  at  St.  Nazaire.  We  had  on  board 
a  load  of  coal — it  was  said  for  the  San  Francisco  at  Quiberon. 

Sunday,  22d  of  January,  we  saw  an  English  paddle-wheel  steamer,  with  two  smoke-stacks, 
at  the  island  of  Honat.  We  arrived  at  Quiberon  Sunday  evening,  22d  of  January.  We 
thought  we  were  going  to  meet  the  San  Francisco,  according  to  what  we  were  told  at  St  Na- 
zaire. We  remained  at  Quiberon  the  22d  and  23d  of  January,  and  we  left  on  the  24th  in  the 
day  time,  directly  for  Honat,  and  there  we  found  the  ram  (iron-clad  vessel)  Olinde,  (the 
name  written  onner  stem)  carr)'ing  the  Danish  flag  at  the  gaff;  the  English  steamer  which 
we  had  seen  Sunday  was  anchoreaunder  the  stem  of  the  Olinde.  The  Expeditif  anchored 
near  the  ram,  and  we  debarked  nearly  thirty  tons  of  coal  upon  the  ram,  which  could  not 
take  any  more,  her  coal-bunkers  being  full.    We  left  St.  Nazaire  with  a  load  of  coal. 

The  Jfeth,  in  the  morning,  forty-two  men  of  the  crew  of  the  ram,  who  said  they  were  Danes, 
embarked  on  board  of  our  vessel  (the  Expeditif)  and  we  took  them  to  Quiberon.  The  same 
day  we  returned  to  Honat  The  English  steamer  was  coming  alongside  the  ram  at  the  time 
we  left  with  the  forty-two  men  for  Quiberon,  aud  when  we  returned  to  Honat  we  found  her 
lying  off,  embarking  on  board  the  ram  provisions  and  munitions  in  her  small  boats. 

She  embarked  barrels  aud  boxes,  which  were  emptied  on  deck  and  thrown  overboard.  It 
was  said  that  the  English  steamer  had  brought  a  crew  for  the  ram. 

The  said  John  Bouyer  declares  that  he  has  seen  the  ram  Olinde  at  Bordeaux,  and  that  this 
vessel  was  constmcted  in  the  ship-yard  of  Mr.  Annan,  of  Bordeaux,  for  Denmark.  That  he 
would  have  known  the  ram  Olinde  wherever  he  might  have  met  her,  and  that  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  see  the  ram  in  these  waters,  and  that  he  haorecognized  her  immediately. 

He  (Bouyer)  had  been  employed  on  board  vessels  of  the  Bourgoing  company,  (called  the 
company  of  the  west  and  south, )  doing  service  between  Bordeaux  and  Nantes,  and  that  he 
has  often  seen  this  ram  while  building  at  Bordeaux. 

The  workmen  in  the  ship-yards  had  given  to  the  ram  the  name  of  Cochon  (pig)  on  account 
of  her  shape. 

That  he  is  certain  the  Olinde  is  the  same  ram ;  the  above-named  declare  also  that  a 
certain  Edmund,  an  Englishman  or  an  American,  went  out  with  us  on  board  the  Expeditif 
from  St.  Nazaire,  aud  that  his  brother  Henry  was  on  board  the  ram.  These  two  gentlemen 
returned  with  us  to  St.  Nazaire,  as  also  four  Danish  officers,  and  the  servant  of  Mr.  Henry 
left  the  ram  with  him.     We  arrived  in  the  night  of  the  25th  and  26th  of  January  at  St.  Nazaire. 

The  said  Qerchius,  brother  of  the  nilot  of  the  four  tugs  at  Paineboeaf,  seaman,  residing  at 
St.  Nazaire,  and  working  in  the  dock,  left  with  us  upon  the  Expeditif,  and  was  engaged  at 
the  rate  of  175  francs  a  month  to  go  to  Lisbon,  but  wneu  he  saw  that  the  ram  and  crew  were 
armed  for  war  he  refused  to  remain.  A  fireman  eng^aged  himself  on  board  the  ram,  and  offers 
were  also  made  to  us.  The  ram  was  rigged  as  a  brig,  with  a  sinj^le  h^gh  smoke-stack.  She 
was  painted  black ;  the  painting  upon  the  iron-coating  was  nearly  worn  off. 

The  crew  seen  by  the  said  Gergais  on  board  the  ram  were  armed  to  the  teeth  with  pistols 
and  knives.    It  was  said  that  the  Olinde  was  sold  to  the  southern  confederacy  of  America. 

The  crew  of  the  English  vessel  was  rather  numerous.  If  was  said  they  were  for  the  ram. 
The  English  vessel  had  on  board  cannon  of  a  large  calibre,  which  were  put  on  board  the  ram. 
It  was  said  on  board  that  the  ram  had  been  sold  to  the  confederates.  We  were  not  able  to 
read  the  name  upon  the  stem  of  the  English  vessel. 

The  said  Edmund  is  blonde,  wearing  all  his  beard,  tall  and  slender,  about  thirty  years  of 

XThe  said  Henry  is  also  blonde,  red  moustaches,  no  other  beard.    He  is  also  tall,  and 
ut  thirty-two  years  old.    Both  spoke  French  well.    Mr.  Henry  had  a  red  ribbon  in  his 
button-hole. 

After  having  heard  the  above  declaration,  I  have  given  my  signature  this  1st  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865. 

JOHN  DE  LA  MONTAGNDS. 
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COWSUL  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AT  NaNTES  : 

'*  Certified  true,  signed  and  annexed  to  the  memorandum  of  an  act  drawn  up  by  M.  Chauvet 
and  his  collegue,  the  undersized  notaries  of  Nantes,  the  Ist  of  February,  1865,  by  whom 
the  present  paper  has  been  deposited  as  a  minute. 

"Kecorded  at  Nantes,  2d  ot  February,  1865,  fo.  20,  verse  case  1st.  Received  two  francs, 
decime  and  a  half— thirty  centimes. 

"  GREGOIRE. 
'» CHAUVET." 

[Enclosure  No.  2  ] 
United  States  Consul,  Paris : 

Stoerkodder  on  outward  clearance ;  thirty  tons  coal  exported ;  previous  stock  on  board  una- 
known;  went  into  Christians  and,  also  to  the  Texel,  January  19;  left  21st  for  Bordeaux. 

HANSEN. 


Mr,  Bigelaw  to  Mr  Seward 
[Extracts.] 
No  19.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  received  a  telegram  on  Saturday  from  Mr.  Perry,  secretary  of  the 
l^ation  at  Madrid,  advising  me  that  a  confederate  steamer  had  put  into  Gorunna, 
in  Spain,  for  repairs.  The  next  morning,  Sunday,  about  11  (»'clock,  I  received 
another  despatch  from  Mr.  Perry  (enclosure  No.  1)  giving  such  a  description  of 
the  vessel  referred  to  in  his  previous  despatch  as  to  satisfy  me  that  it  was  the 
Stoerkodder,  alias  the  Olinde,  alias  the  Stonewall,  and  that  she  had  sought  refuge 
m  the  dock-yard  of  Ferrol  for  repairs. 

I  immediately  drove  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  find  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in  his  cabinet.  I  communicated  to  him  the  infor- 
mation I  had  received,  of  which  he  took  a  copy,  and  my  reasons  for  believing 
the  vessel  at  Ferrol  to  be  the  Olinde.  After  he  was  fully  possessed  of  my  facts, 
I  suggested  to  his  excellency  the  propriety  pf  immediately  instructing  his  am- 
bassador at  Madrid,  by  telegraph,  to  ask  the  Spanish  government  to  detain  the 
vessel  at  least  until  the  inquest,  which  the  minister  of  marine  wap  making  in 
the  case  of  the  Olinde,  was  completed,  and  his  excellency  had  an  opportunity 
of  communicating  more  fully  with  his  minister  at  Madrid  upon  the  subject.,  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  replied  that  he  had  written  twice  to  the  minister  of  marine, 
pressing  him  for  a  report  of  the  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Olinde,  but  as  yet 
nothing  had  been  received  from  that  department.  He  could  not,  he  thought, 
with  propriety,  give  any  order  upon  the  subject  to  his  diplomatic  agents  till  he 
had  heard  from  the  minister  of  marine.  He  also  betrayed  some  uneasiness,  lest 
in  taking  the  initiative  he  might  be  assuming  a  greater  degree  of  responsibility 
for  what  had  recently  occurred  at  Quiberon  bay  than  was  consistent  with  his 
theory,  that  the  Olinde  was  a  Danish  and  not  a  French  vessel.  I  explained  that 
a  crime  had  been  committed  against  the  laws  of  France,  hence  the  inquest  upon 
which  the  minister  of  marine  was  engaged ;  till  the  authors  and  extent  of  that 
crime  were  ascertained  and  punished,  France  had  an  interest  in  detaining  the 
vessel  and  all  on  board  as  contingently  liable  in  damages ;  that  this  right  was 
quite  independent  of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel  upon  which  there  was  no 
immediate  occasion  to  give  an  opinion.  The  Olinde  was  the  corps  de  delit  in 
a  sense,  and  France  had  a  right  to  insist  upon  her  remaining  at  Ferrol  to  await 
the  pending  investigation.  His  excellency  seemed  to  assent  to  this  view,  but 
again  referred  to  the  absence  of  official  evidence.  I  asked  him  if  there  would  be 
any  impropriety  in  my  going  to  the  minister  of  marine,  showing  him  my  despatch, 
and  discussing  the  subject  with  him.  "  None  whatever,"  was  his  prompt  reply, 
and  he  wished  me  to  mention  to  the  minister  of  marine  that  he  was  waiting  for 
his  reportt  without  which  he  was  unable  to  take  any  step  in  the  premises.    tT/> 

*  .^  X        uigiLizeft  uy '%^_j  v-zv-zp^lV^ 
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I  immediatelj  went  to  the  minister  of  marine,  whom  I  was  also  fortunate 
enough  to  find  in  his  cabinet  I  made  substantially  the  same  communication  to 
him  that  I  had  made  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  including  the  message  I 
had  been  requested  to  deliver. 

His  excellency  informed  me  that  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  Olinde  were  just 
complete,  except  that  the  testimouy  of  Ai-man  had  not  been  taken,  and  that  Uiey 
were  on  the  point  of  being  sent  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affdrs;  he  said,  of 
course,  he  could  give  no  orders  to  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  government,  but 
that  if  I  would  return  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  after  he  had  had  time  to  read  the 
report  1  might  renew  my  proposition,  and  the  despatch  might  be  sent  on  that 
night.  He  suggested  that  I  should  go  at  2  o'cIock,  and  promised  that  in  the 
course  of  the  afternoon  he  would  see  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  himself. 

I  told  him  I  should  follow  his  advice,  and  in  doing  so  should  use  his  name. 
Before  leaving  I  saw  the  report  folded,  sealed,  directed,  and  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  a  messenger,  who  set  out  with  it  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs.     At 

2  o'clock  I  went  again  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  affidrs,  but  unfortunately  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  had  gone  out. 

I  immediately  returned  to  the  legation  and  addressed  to  him  a  communication, 
of  which  enclosure  No.  2  is  a  copy. 

I  then  sent  the  following  telegram  to  Mr.  Perry,  at  Madrid,  and  to  Mr.  San- 
ford,  at  Brussels : 

"February  5,  1865. 

"The  steamer  Stonewall,  Captain  V.  P.  Page,  3  cannons,  300  horse-power, 
79  men,  from  Copenhagen,  via  Franee,  for  America,  flag  of  confederates,  is  at 
Ferrol,  Spain,  for  repairs.     It  is  doubtless  the  Olinde. 

"BIGELOW." 

I  also  addressed  to  Mr.  Perry,  by  mail,  a  communication,  of  which  enclosure  No. 

3  is  a  copy.     I  received  from  Mr.  Sanford  this  afternoon  the  following  despatch : 

"  Craven  telegraphs  from  Dover ^  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  yesterday* i 

despatch*^     I  presume  from  this  that  the  Niagara  will  soon  be  at  Gorunna,  if  she 

is  not  under  conflicting  orders.    I  omitted  to  state  that  in  my  interview  with  the 

minister  of  foreign  affairs  he  twice  asked  where  our  ships  were  and  advised  me 

to  send  them  after  her  at  once.    I  was  sorry  not  to  have  any  definite  information 

upon  the  subject. 

•  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

To  explain  where  the  Olinde  was  between  the  2d  of  January,  when  she  left 
Copenhagen,  and  the  23d,  when  she  arrived  off  Palais,  Belle  Isle,  I  enclose  an 
extract  from  a  letter  received  from  our  consul  at  Elsinore,  (enclosure  No.  4.) 
I  also  enclose  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  this  morning  from  our  consul  at 
Bordeaux,  in  reference  to  the  Stoerkodder's  supply  of  coals,  (enclosure  No.  5.) 
I  hope  before  the  departure  of  the  next  mail  to  have  something  to  send  you 
from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  reference  to  this  case. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.— Telegraphic  despatch.] 

Madrid,  February  5,  1665— 7^  o'clock. 
It  is  the  iron-clad  steamer  Stonewall,  Captain  V.  G.  Page ;  3  cannon;  300  horse-power ; 
79  crew ;  from  Copenhagen  for  America ;  at  dock-yard  of  Ferrol ;  asks  repairs. 

HORATIO  PEREY. 

Mr. , 

Chargi  d"  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  ^  t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC   ' 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

JIfrj  Bigeloto  to  Mr,  Droupt  de  Lhuffs, 

Legation  op  the  United  Statei, 

Paris,  February  5,  1865. 

Sm :  I  had  the  honor  to  commnnicate  your  excellency's  message  this  morning  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  minister  of  marine,  together  with  my  proof  already  exhibited  to  your  excellency 
of  the  identity  of  the  steam  ram  Ofinde,  which  recently  sailed  from  the  bay  of  Quiberon  with 
the  confederate  steamer  Stonewall,  now  lying  at  Ferrol,  in  Spain.  His  excellency  the  minis- 
ter of  marine  informed  me  that  his  report  in  the  case  of  the  Olinde  was  ready,  and  he  was  on 
the  point  of  sending  it.  While  I  was  there  I  saw  it  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  messenger. 
His  excellency  the  minister  of  marine  purposed  to  wait  upon  your  excellency  to  confer  upon 
the  subject  of  his  report  in  the  course  of  this  afternoon,  but  he  recommended  me  to  wait  upon 
your  excellency  again,  after  you  had  ha  leisure  to  peruse  the  papers,  when  he  thougnt  I 
might  receiye  some  intimation  to  guide  me  in  my  communication  to-night  with  our  agents  in 
Spain.  In  compliance  with  this  suggestion,  I  called  at  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  but 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  find  that  your  excellency  bad  gone  out.  Had  I  been  fortunate 
enough  to  haye  seen  your  excellency  on  the  occasion  of  my  second  yisit,  I  should  haye  taken 
the  liberty  of  urginp^  the  expediency  of  to-day  instructing  Mr.  Mercier  to  request  the  Spanish 
goyemment  to  detain  the  Stonewall  until  you  had  finished  the  inquiry  whicn  had  been  insti- 
tuted into  the  circumstances  attending  her  equipment  and  departure  from  France,  which  there 
was  reason  for  belieying  had  been  effected  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  France.  I  had  also  in- 
tended to  sugg^est,  as  a  precedent  to  the  Spanish  goyemment,  if  any  were  needed,  and  to 
show  that  the  imperial  goyemment  asks  no  more  than  it  is  willing  to  concede,  the  case  of  the 
Victor,  alias  Rappahannock,  now  Ijiuf;  at  Calais,  by  Virtue  of  a  procedure  precisely  similar 
in  all  important  particulars  to  that  which  I  propose  should  be  instituted  against  the  Stone- 
wall. If  your  excellency  should  estimate  tne  importance  of  preyenting  this  steamer  from 
leaying  the  west  coast  of  Europe,  under  the  flag  of  the  so-called  confederate  goyemment,  as 
highly  as  I  do,  you  will  pardon  the  earnestness  with  which  I  press  a  course  of  proceeding 
which  promises  a  speedy,  natural,  and  satisfactory  solution  of  what  otherwise  tnreatens  to 
become  a  yery  troublesome  case. 

I  beg  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  yery  distinguished  consideration 
with  vmich  I  haye  the  honor  to  be  your  c|ccellency*s  yery  obedient  and  yery  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  M.  Drouyn  db  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ifc. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Mr,  Bigslow  to  Mr,  Perry. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  5,  1865. 

Sot :  The  confederate  steamer  Stonewall,  referred  to  in  your  telegram  reoeiyed  this  morn- 
ing, is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  rams  built  at  Bordeaux ;  originally  for  the  confederates,  but 
ultimately  sold,  conditionally,  to  the  Danish  goyemment  Sne  left  Bordeaux  last  September 
for  Copenhagen,  but  not  answering  to  the  specifications  of  the  contract  was  refused.  She 
left,  as  was  giyen  out  to  the  public  and  stated  in  the  shipping  articles  of  the  crew,  for  Bor- 
deaux early  m  January,  with  a  Danish  crew,  shipped  by  Amons  de  la  Bieere,  (the  agent  of 
Mr.  Annan,  the  builder, )  who  accompanied  her  to  Copenhagen  and  returned  with  her.  She 
stopped  in  the  bay  of  Quiberon,  just  inside  the  isle  of  Honat,  when  she  discharged  her  Danish 
crew  and  receiyed  at  the  same  time  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  (an  English  steamer, )  a  crew, 
guns,  and  munitions  of  all  kinds.  From  a  steam-tug  sent  from  St.  Nazaire  she  also  receiyed 
tmrtj  tona  of  coal,  which  replaced  what  had  been  consumed  on  her  yoyage  from  Copenhagen, 
where  she  had  also  taken  only  thirty  tons,  that  being  the  extent  of  her  capacity  at  that  time, 
from  which  I  infer  that  she  lefl  Bordeaux  full  of  coal,  and  that  her  final  destination  for  the 
confederates  was  planned  before  she  left  Bordeaux. 

The  name  she  bore  when  she  left  Bordeaux  was  the  Stoerkodder;  after  passing  into  the 
confederate  hands,  as  I  presume  she  did  immediately  after  clearing  at  Copenhagen,  she  took 
the  name  of  Olinde,  which  she  bore  on  her  stem  while  lying  in  Quiberon  bay.  I  heard  a  re- 
port current,  a  day  or  two  after  she  sailed,  that  great  things  were  expected  (by  the  confed- 
erates) from  a  ram  which  had  just  left  France,  called  the  Stonewall,  and  that  the  utter  de- 
struction of  our  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston  was  to  be  one  of  the  least  considerable  of  its 
achieyements.  Of  the  identity  of  these  two  yessels  I  haye  no  doubt,  nor  do  I  belieye  any  Is 
entertained  here,  either  at  the  department  of  marine  or  foreign  affairs,  both  of  which  I  yisited 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  despatch. 
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I  proposed  that  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  shoald  telegraph  this  afternoon 
to  his  minister  at  Madrid  to  ask  the  Spanish  goyemment  to  detain  the  Stonewall,  at  least 
until  the  investigation  which  the  government  here  is  now  making  be  completed,  and  the 
guilty  parties,  if  there  are  any,  to  the  equipment  of  this  vessel  in  French  waters,  be  ascer- 
tained. I  assured  him  that  our  legation  at  Madrid  would  unite  in  such  an  application  if 
necessary. 

Unfortunately  he  had  not  yet  received  any  report  firom  the  department  of  marine,  without 
which  he  could  not  take  any  step  of  that  gravi^. 

I  took  measures  to  have  the  report  of  the  minister  of  marine  reach  him  within  an  hour  after 
my  interview,  and  I  hope  that  one  of  the  results  of  a  perusal  of  the  evidence  will  be  a  tele- 
graphic direction  this  afternoon  to  Mr.  Mercier  to  do  what  may  be  necessary  to  detain  the 
vessel. 

I  write  you  all  these  facts  in  detail  that  you  may  understand  the  position  which  the  French 

S»vemment  occupies,  and  to  suggest  that  you  put  yourself  at  once  in  relation  with  Mr. 
ercier,  and  urge  him  to  do  what  he  can  to  make  the  Spanish  government  seize,  or  at  least 
detain,  the  Stonewall.  The  more  France  can  be  made  to  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter  the 
more  will  our  future  course  be  simplified.  Should  Mr.  Mercier  receive  no  instructions,  or 
should  he  decline  to  act,  I  would  suggest  that  you  make  the  application  in  behalf  of  your 
own  government. 

fVance  has  recently  furnished  Spain  an  excellent  precedent  for  such  a  step  in  the  case  of 
the  Rappahannock,  which  was  freudulentlv  taken  from  English  watere  into  Calais  to  be  fitted 
out  and  equipped  for  the  confederates,  ^his  government  refused  to  let  her  leave,  upon 
grounds  whicn  apply  with  exactness  to  the  case  of  the  Stonewall.  In  both  cases  they  ^t 
an  opportunity  of  dying  the  confederate  flag  by  a  fraud  upon  the  government,  under  which 
thev  were  equipped  in  part.  France  refused  to  recognize  a  nationality  acquired  in  that  way, 
and  the  Rappahannock  lies  at  Calais  to  this  day. 

Have  you  any  agent  at  Ferrol  ?    If  not,  would  you  not  do  well  to  send  one  there  at  once  T 
I  hope  vou  will  keep  me  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  Stonewall  by  telegram. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW,  Charg6,  ^c 
Horatio  J.  Perrt,  Secretary  of  Legation. 


[Enclosure  No.  4. — Extract  J 
Mr.  Hansen  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Elnnore,  February  1,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  Tour  telegram  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received,  and  answered  by  me  per 
telegraph. 

The  Stoerkodder  only  took  on  board  and  cleared  for  export  thirty  tons  of  coal.  What 
quantity  she  had  on  board  is  unknown. 

After  she  lefl  Copenhagen  she  had  to  lay  to  off  this  port  a  couple  of  days  on  account  of  bad 
weather.  She  bad  gone  out,  but  had  to  return.  She  went  into  the  port  of  Christiansand, 
in  Norway,  where  she  also  stopped  some  days  on  account  of  the  weather.  The  report  from 
there  is,  that  she  is  a  poor  sea-going  vessel.  I  next  found  her  reported  as  arriving  in  the 
Texel  on  the  19th  of  January,  which  port  she  left  on  the  t^h  for  Bordeaux,  as  reported  from 
there.     She  undoubtedly  went  in  there  for  coals.         o  o  o  o  o 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  P.  HANSEN, 

United  States  Consnl 
Hon.  John  Bioelow, 

United  States  Consul,  Paris. 


[Enclosure  No.  5. — Extract.] 
Mr.  Davison  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Bordeaux,  February  ti,  1865. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  4th,  received  vesterday,  (Sunday,)  I  am  enabled  to  say 
that  the  Stoerkodder  took  on  180  tons  of  coal  here  before  leaving  for  Denmark.  I  called  upon 
Mr.  William  Bradley,  (an  Englishman,)  coal  dealer,  who  informed  me  that  he  furnished  the 
coal  for  all  of  Armanis  vessels— the  Yedo,  Osacca,  and  Stoerkodder— and  that  he  put  180. 
tons  on  the  latter,  and  a  larger  amount  on  the  former  two,  (some  200  or  300  tons  each.)  It 
is  stated  here,  and  was  pubBshed  in  the  papers  at  the  time,  that  Uie  Stoerkodder  also  put  into 
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Cbcrbonr^  for  more  coal  on  her  way  north,  the  statements  heing  that  her  sailing  apparatus 
did  not  work  well,  and  that  she  had  to  f^  entirely  by  steam. 

I  called  on  my  friend  Mr.  Preck,  also,  affain  to-day,  who  tells  me  he  thinks  she  had  bat 
100  tons  of  coal  on  her,  and  that  she  would  hold  250  tons.  He  was  a  surveyor  of  that  vessel, 
and  was  on  board  during  her  trial  tripe  on  the  river.  He  says  she  went  up  and  down  the 
river  two  or  three  times,  making,  at  the  best  speed,  ten  knots  an  hour  in  smooth  water,  with, 
I  believe,  sixty-five  revolutions  of  the  wheel  per  minute.  I  think  Arman  had  ag^reed  to  make 
her  run  twelve  knots. 

Mr.  Preck  says  the  remaining  iron-clad,  the  Cheops,  has  been  sold  to  the  Bey  of  Tunis 
for  two  and  a  half  million  francs.  He  tells  me  an  engineer  of  the  Bey  was  here  to  examine 
her.    There  may  be  another  dodge  awaiting  us  with  this  vessel.         o  o  e 

Very  respectfully  yours, 


Hon.  John  BIgelow, 

United  States  Minuter^  Paris, 


C.  DAVISON, 
United  StaUs  Consul. 


Mr,  Bigelaw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  22.]  Lboation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Paris,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Adams,  at  London,  a  copy  of  despatch  No. 
1,226.  addressed  to  Him  in  cipher.  On  Thursday  last  I  found  what  seemed  to 
be  a  suitable  opportunity  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  whether  any 
person  had  brought  to  him  any  proposals  of  the  nature  of  those  alluded  to  in 
vour  despatch.  He  very  promptly  replied,  that  not  only  no  person  had 
brought  any,  but  he  had  never  received  any  intimation  from  any  one,  orally  or 
in  writing,  that  any  such  step  was  in  contemplation.  He  extended  the  range 
of  his  remark  by  adding  that  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  such  pro- 
posals had  been  made  to  any  one  else,  referring,  as  I  supposed,  to  bis  sovereign. 
He  had  read  something  of  the  kind  in  a  newspaper,  but  that  was  the  source  of 
all  he  knew  upon  the  subject.  His  reply  would  have  surprised  me  if  it  had 
differed  much  from  this,  for  I  do  not  think  the  insurgents  could  now  got  any 
responsible  statesman  here  to  listen  to  such  a  proposition,  or  any  other  that 
risked  a  quarrel  with  the  United  States.  The  south  has  no  friends  in  Europe 
now  worth  naming,  though  the  north,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  a  great  many 
enemies.  It  is,  however,  perhaps  rather  a  matter  of  pride  than  regret  to  us, 
when  we  reflect  how  she  has  incurred  them. 

The  current  impression  in  all  quarters  here  is  that  our  war  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  that  the  Union  is  to  be  preserved.  It  was  proposed  in  the  board  of 
direction  of  the  Bank  of  France  last  week,  a  few  days  since,  to  lower  the  rate 
of  discount  from  4 J  to  4  per  cent.  One  of  the  directors  objected.  He  said 
there  was  every  reason  to  anticipate  an  early  termination  of  the  war  in  America, 
in  which  case  an  advance  in  the  rates  of  the  bank  will  become  necessary.  For 
his  part  he  would  deem  it  more  prudent  now  to  put  the  rate  at  5  than  at  4  per 
cent.     The  result  was  that  the  old  rate  of  4^  per  cent,  was  continued. 

You  have  doubtless  remarked  another  circumstance  equally  significant  of  the 
change  which  public  opinion  has  undergone  in  Europe  within  a  few  months. 
Formerly  federal  successes  advanced  the  price  of  cotton  at  Liverpool ;  for  some 
time  past  they  have  had  precisely  the  contrary  effect. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  9fC, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelmo. 

No.  35.J  Department  op  State, 

W(uhiMgt(mt  February  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  20th  ultimo. 
No.  7,  concerning  the  purchase  and  equipment  of  the  Shanghai  and  San 
Francisco  for  the  Peruvian  naVj,  and  their  subsequent  departure,  and  informing 
me  that  the  purchase  for  the  Peruvian  govemmeut  of  a  vessel  built  at  Glasgow 
for  the  insurgents  was  the  subject  of  a  negotiation  which  was  depending  on 
the  news  to  come  from  America,  which  might  render  it  impossible  for  the  pro- 
jected ship  to  sail  under  the  Peruvian  flag. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  9fc„  4t;.,  ^c. 


Mr  ,Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  36. J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  7,  1865. 

Sir:  Delays  of  mails  and  interruptions  in  my  labors  have  prevented  an  ear- 
lier acknowledgment  of  your  despatdi  of  January  13,  No.  3. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  approve  and  confirm  all  you  said  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhnys  on  the  occasion  of  presenting  your  credentials.  1  like  well,  also,  the 
tone  and  the  ^neral  tenor  of  the  conversation  on  his  part,  as  you  have  reported 
it  to  me.  I  have  only  one  reservation  on  that  subject  to  make.  It  seems  to 
me  that  a  time  has  come  when  France  at  least,  of  all  the  European  powers,  should 
be  able  to  renew  her  ancient  faith  in  the  stability  of  the  united  American  re- 
public. You  have  a  pleasant  and  important  duty  to  perform  in  leading  France 
to  that  conclusion,  which  would  be  hardly  less  beneficial  to  her  than  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAJID. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^r.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  23.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  9,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  7th  instant  I  received  the  following  despatch  from  our  legation 
at  Madrid : 

"The  Stonewall  is  provisionally  detained  here.  Mercier  has  no  instructions. 
See  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.  I  can  detain  the  privateer  till  they  arrive.  Your 
letter  received  Wednesday." 

Yesterday  I  received  the  following  despatch  ^m  the  same  source: 

**The  Stonewall  is  the  same  as  the  vessel  called  Stoerkodder  at  Bordeaux, 

and  Olinde  at  Quiberon.     Her  crew  is  that  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 

Florida." 

I  also  received  yesterday  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  a  reply  to  my  commu- 
nication to  him  on  the  subject  of  this  steamer,  covering  the  report  from  the 
minister  of  marine.  Both  are  enclosed.  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  his  ex- 
cellency another  conununication,  which  also  will  be  found  enclosed.      I  also 
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addressed  enclosure  No.  3  to  Mr.  Peny  at  Madrid.  I  presume  that  the  Stone- 
wall  is  DOW  imprisoned,  for  a  season  at  least.  In  the  absence  of  any  immediate 
danger,  I  have  thought  it  better  policy  to  have  no  discussion  with  MV.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  in  r^ard  to  the  merits  of  his  despatch,  even  orally,  until  I  receive 
instructions  from  you,  and  until  the  Danish  side  of  the  case,  also,  is  officially 
presented. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  States  4^.,  ^^  Sfc, 


Mr,  Drowgn  de  Lkmffs  to  Mr,  Bigelaw. 
[Enclosure  No.  1.— TranslatioiL] 

Paris,  Fehrmmry  7,  1865. 

Sm :  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  letters  which  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  the  28th  of 
Jaiiaary  last  and  the  2a  of  this  month,  I  hasten  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  M.  the 
minister  of  marine  to  the  facts  which  you  mention,  begging  him  to  be  pleased  to  commoni- 
cate  to  me  all  the  iuformation  which  he  could  possibly  collect  concerning  the  appearance  and 
sojourn  npon  the  coast  of  France  of  a  yessel-of-war,  sailing  under  the  Danish  flng,  and  which 
^oor  information  indicates  as  destined  to  cruise  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States.  I  have 
jost  received  from  M.  Lecompte  de  Chasseloup  Laubat  the  information  which  permits  me  to 
answer  the  questions  which  you  have  addressed  to  me.  The  Olinde  (this  is  the  name  which 
the  vessel  bore  which  appeared  upon  our  coast)  being,  in  your  opinion,  as  indeed  certain  indi- 
cations also  authorize  us  in  supposing,  the  same  vessel  which  under  the  name  of  Sphinx 
last  year  went  out  ^om  the  ship-yard  of  Mr.  Arman,  a  French  ship-builder,  I  think  it  my 
duty  here  first  to  recall  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Sphinx  was  authorized  to  leave 
the  port  of  Bordeaux.  When  it  was  a  question  of  her  delivery  to  her  purchaser,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Emperor  took  care  to  assure  itself  that  the  sale  of  this  vessel  ^as  not  a  cloak  to 
any  operation  contrary  to  the  neutrality  which  it  observed,  and  which  it  has  constantly 
watched,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  law,  in  order  that  no  violation  should  occur  from  its 
own  subjects.  It  proceeded,  therefore,  to  the  strictest  investigation,  and  it  was  only  when 
Mr.  Arman  had  established  by  the  most  unexceptionable  proofs — that  is  to  say,  by  the  pro- 
duction of  his  bill  of  sale — that  the  Sphinx  was  really  sold  to  a  European  non-belligerent 
power,  that  its  exit  from  the  port  of  Bordeaux  was  authorized.  The  first  of  OctoTOr  the 
testimony  of  M.  the  minister  of  Denmark  at  Paris,  supported  by  that  of  the  minister  of  his 
Majesty  at  Copenhagen,  fully  confirmed  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Arman,  and  the  authenticity 
of  tne  title  which  he  had  produced  There  could  then  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  real  destination  of 
the  vessel  which  in  effect,  on  quitting  France,  was  sent  to  Denmark. 

Here,  according  to  what  you  wnte  me,  sir,  arose  a  new  order  of  facts,  a  consequence  of 
which  was  the  transfer  into  other  hands  of  the  ownership  of  the  vessel  in  question.  Upon 
this  point  the  government  of  the  Emperor  does  not  possess  any  other  information  than  tnat 
whicn  you  have  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  and  the  absence  of  Mr.  Arman  at  Berlin  at 
this  moment  has  not  permitted  us  to  ask  any  from  him.  One  cannot  be  astonished,  however, 
at  the  ignorance  in  which  the  French  administration  finds  itself  concerning  what  passed  dur- 
ing the  stay  of  the  Sphinx  in  Denmark,  since  this  vessel  had  then  ceased  to  b^  a  French 
vessel.  We  have  neither  any  reason  nor  any  right  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  It 
would,  indeed,  have  been,  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  passing  the  limits 
of  what  comports  with  the  most  scrupulous  neutrality  to  pret«>nd  to  exercise  a  control  over 
the  ulterior  destination  of  a  vessel  whicn,  having  become  the  property  of  a  neutral  power,  had 
definitively  escaped  from  its  jurisdiction. 

As  to  the  arrival  of  the  Olinde  in  French  waters,  the  report  which  M.  the  minister  of 
marine  has  addressed  to  me,  and  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  a  copy, 
establishes,  as  you  will  see,  sir,  that  she  presented  herself  there  under  the  Danish  Bag,  manned 
by  a  Danish  crew — that  is  to  say,  with  every  quality  which  constituted  for  her  a  Danish 
nationality. 

Her  arrival  upon  our  coast  had  nothing  unusual  in  it,  nor  anything  which  would  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  her  if  she  was  joined  there  by  an  English  vessel ;  that  was  but  a  very 
ordinary  fact,  not  being,  either,  of  a  nature  to  arouse  any  special  attention. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  occasion  fort>eing  surprised  that  the  stay  of  this  vessel  should  have 
passed  unnoticed,  particularly  if  one  considers  the  insufficiency  of  the  means  of  surveillance 
m  open  roadsteads,  such  as  those  where  she  anchored.  Upon  all  these  points  the  accom- 
panying letter  of  M.  Lecompte  de  Chasselough  Laubat  wUl  furnish  you  the  most  conclusive 
mformation.  T 
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In  announcing^  to  me,  sir,  by  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  this  month,  that  the  vessel  which 
70U  consider  as  at  present  belonging  to  the  confederates  had,  nnder  the  name  of  Stonewall, 
entered  the  port  of  Ferrol,  70a  expressed  the  wish  that  the  government  of  the  Emperor  would 
intercede  v^th  that  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  with  the  view  of  procnrinfi:  her  detention.  I 
would  be  happy  to  be  able  to  respond  to  the  desire  which  you  had  done  me  the  honor  to  ex- 
press to  me  ;  out  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  understand  by  what  right  I  would  be  permitted 
to  do  so.  I  need  not  say  tnat  the  police  of  her  ports  appertains  to  the  Spanish  government 
alone ;  and  in  this  case  no  particular  circumstance  would  authorize  the  intervention  of  the 
government  of  his  Majesty.  As  results  from  the  facts  which  I  have  just  recalled,  the  regular 
sale  which  has  been  made  of  the  vessel  in  question,  to  a  neutral  power,  took  from  her  her 
character  as  a  French  vessdl,  and  we  have  no  lon^r.  from  that  moment,  any  right  to  ask, 
that  under  this  title,  in  a  port  of  Spain,  she  be  subjected  to  special  measures  of  surveillance 


or  of  coercion.  You  will  understand,  sir,  that  to  act  thus,  without  anv  right  of  our  own, 
and  in  an  interest  which  is  foreign  to  us,  would  evidentlv  be  to  depart  by  an  unjustifiable 
step  from  the  attitude  of  strict  abstention,  which  we  ought  to  preserve  in  the  war,  and  to  in- 


fringe, to  the  detriment  of  one  of  the  parties  and  to  the  pront  of  the  other,  the  neutrality 
which  we  desire  to  observe  towards  both.  The  Danish  government  ml^ht,  perhaps,  if  it 
judged  proper,  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter,  which  to  us  is  in  any  case  mterdictea. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  would  certainly,  regret  sir,  as  deeply  as  any  one,  that  the 
Stonewall  should  ultimatelv  receive  the  destination  of  which  yon  were  apprehensive,  and  the 
injury  which  might  result  tniereby  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  But,  unfortunately, 
it  does  not  depend  upon  it  to  place  an  obstacle  to  this.  It  is  only  conscious  of  having  taken 
the  greatest  possible  care  not  to  depart  from  the  rules  which  it  has  laid  down  for  itself,  and 
which  evinces  at  the  same  time  its  kindlv  feelings  towards  the  United  States,  and  its  wish 
to  relieve  itself  from  all  responsibility,  ui  this  as  in  all  circumstances,  it  has  strictlv  con- 
formed to  the  principles  of  neutrality  which  have  not  ceased  to  govern  its  conduct  ana  to  in- 
spire all  its  actions. 

I  will  finish,  sir,  bv  a  last  observation  upon  the  subject  of  the  analogy  which  the  situation 
of  the  Stonewall  in  the  port  of  Ferrol  seems  to  yon  to  offer  to  that  of  the  Rappahannock  in 
the  port  of  Calais.  Even  were  the  situations  of  these  two  ships  the  same,  the  government 
of  tne  Emperor  would  not  be  held  to  account  for  it,  as  far  as  it  is  concerned,  since  the  Stone 
wall  is  in  a  Spanish  port,  where  we  have  no  jurisdiction. 

But  in  my  opinion,  the  circumstances  under  which  the  two  vessels  presented  themselves — 
the  one  at  Calais,  the  other  at  Ferrol — are  entirely  different.  You  wul  ineffect,  remember, 
sir,  that  the  Rappahannock  was,  as  supposed,  a  vessel  of  commerce,  having  left  a  port  of 
England,  and  which,  having  taken  refuge  in  a  French  port,  attempted  to  transform  herseli 
there  into  a  vessel-of-war.  Faithful  to  its  principles,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  did  not 
permit  this  transformation  to  take  place  in  its  waters,  and  opposed  the  g^ing  out  of  the 
ship.  The  vessel  whose  presence  at  Ferrol  you  mention,  seems  tO  have  presented  herself 
there  under  circumstances  entirely  different,  and  which  it  seems  to  me  do  not  allow  of  any 
assimilation  to  the  precedent  which  you  recall. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  very  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS, 

Mr.  BiGELOw, 

Chargi  d*  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 


The  Minister  of  Marine  to  the  Minister  of  Forign  Affairs 
[Translation.] 

Paris,  February  5,  1665. 

M.  THE  Minister  and  Dear  Colleague:  You  did  me  the  honor  to  transmit  to  me  the 
copy  of  a  letter  which  M.  the  charge  d'affaii-es  of  the  United  States  had  written  to  you,  and  in 
which  he  mentions  the  arrival  at  Belle  Isle,  and  off  the  island  of  Ilonat,  of  two  vessels,  re- 
cently constructed  in  France,  sailing  at  present  under  the  Danish  flag,  but  which,  according 
to  him,  are  destined  to  cruise  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Bigelow  thinks  that  the  ram  vessel  is  the  Sphinx,  constructed  by  Mr.  Annan,  of  Bor- 
deaux Your  excellency  remembers  that  this  vessel,  as  also  the  other  ships-of-war  which  lef^ 
the  vards  of  this  shipbuilder,  were  stopped  by  my  orders  until  Mr.  Annan  should  have  proved 
to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  their  regular  sale  to  a  neutral  power. 

The  3d  of  October  last,  your  excellency  having  made  known  to  me  that  the  proof  had  been 
produced  b^  Mr.  Arman,  and  that  the  Sphinx  had  been  really  sold  to  the  Danish  government, 
which  had  just  concluded  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  tfaare  was  no  longer  any  motive  for  de 
taining  the  vessel.  She  left  them  for  UeLsingborg,  and  she  does  not  appear  to  have  carried 
any  other  than  the  Danish  flag. 

According  to  what  Mr.  Bigelow  tells  me  (but  what  no  official  document  has  made  known 
to  me)  it  would  appear  that,  in  consequence  of  difficulties  raised  between  the  Danish  govtm- 
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ment  and  Mr.  Annan,  this  vessel  was  refused,  and  the  latter  remaining  the  owner,  had  arranged 
with  the  agents  of  the  Confederate  States  to  deliver  her  to  them. 

However  this  maj  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  vessel  which  appeared  in  the  waters  of  Belle 
Isle  was  of  a  construction  similar  to  that  of  the  Sphinx ;  she  carried  the  Danish  flag  and  had 
a  Danish  crew  when  she  anchored  in  the  roadstead  of  Palais.  She  afterwards  went  to  the 
island  of  Honat.  A  side-wheel  steamer,  under  the  English  flag,  joined  her  there,  itr  appeared, 
and  the  bad  weather  might  naturallv  cause  the  belief  that  this  vessel  had  also  put  into  port. 
At  length  the  French  steamer,  the  Expeditif,  brought  coal  to  these  vessels.  These  incidents 
could  not  but  appear  very  natural ;  similar  cases  constantly  occur,  and  it  is  not  customary  io 
make  inquiries  into  what  a  foreign  vessel-of-war  comes  into  port  to  do,  particularly  in  bad 
weather  upon  a  friendly  coast. 

I  think  It  my  dut^  to  direct  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  fact  also  that  we  have  not 
the  means  of  exercising  an  effective  surveillance  over  vessels  which  anchor  in  our  open  road- 
steads. Upon  the  other  hand,  I  would  add,  that  on  account  of  prevailing  bad  weatner,  com- 
munications have  been  infrequent  between  Belle  Isle  and  the  island  of  Honat,  situated  opposite 
the  bay  of  Quiberon  near  which  the  vessels  were  anchored,  and  finally,  that  there  exists  upon 
this  little  island  neither  telegraphic  bureau  nor  semaphore. 

However,  I  have  asked  the  maritime  authorities  ot  Belle  Isle,  and  at  the  different  points  of 
the  coast  which  are  contiguous  to  the  waters  of  Honat  isltmd,  for  information  upon  the  move- 
ments of  the  vessels  mentioned  by  M.  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States. 

As  far  as  the  supposition  of  Mr.  Bigelow  is  concerned,  that  the  ram  vessel  was  destined  to 
cruise  under  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States,  it  would  be  for  Denmark  to  respond  to  him, 
since  her  crew  was  Danish,  she  carried  the  Danish  flag,  and,  as  you  have  remarked,  she  had 
been  regularly  sold  to  the  Danish  government. 

The  racts  in  question  could  not  then,  in  any  case,  concern  us,  and  I  believe  it  unnecessary 
to  recall  the  fact  that,  under  all  circumstances,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  always 
made  it  a  duty  to  observe,  and  to  cause  to  be  observed,  the  most  strict  ana  loyal  neutrality 
between  the  two  parties  who  at  present  divide  the  United  States  of  America. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhu§8. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  9,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellencv's  communication  of 
the  8th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  recent  equipment  of  a  steamer-of-war  of  French  con- 
struction in  the  ba^  of  Quiberon,  together  with  tne  report  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
marine  on  that  subject    I  shall  lose  no  time  in  communicating  them  to  my  government. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  assurances  of  the  very  high  consideration,  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
His  Excellency  M.  Drouyn  db  Lhuts, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Perry. 
«.  February  8,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  Ratified  to  learn  by  your  toles^ams  of  Monday  and  to-day  that  the 
Stonewall  can  be  detained  a  few  days ;  that  will  suffice  for  the  frigate  Niagara,  Commodore 
Craven,  which  I  presume  lefl  liover  on  Monday,  to  reach  Ferrol. 

The  French  government  decline  to  meddle  with  the  Stonewall  in  Spain.  Their  theory,  to 
which  they  wiU  naturally  adhere  as  long  as  possible,  is,  that  she  was  a  Danish  vessel  until 
she  went  into  confederate  hands,  and  that  it  is  for  Denmark,  and  not  for  France,  to  intercede 
with  Spain  for  her  detention. 

As  no  assistance  is  to  be  expected  from  this  quarter,  you  will  need  no  suggestion  from  any* 
one  to  use  everv  proper  influence  with  the  Spanish  government  to  detain  the  Stonewall  at 
least  until  you  hear  from  our  government. 

I  do  not  know  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  vessels,  but  the  result  of  a  conflict  between 
the  Stonewall  and  the  Niagara  might  be  sufficiently  uncertain  to  make  it  bad  policy  to  risk 
one  unnecessarily.  Upon  that  point,  however,  Commodore  Craven  is  a  competent  authority. 
The  Stonewall  carries  one  30U-pounder  and  two  120  pounders,  I  am  told,  in  addition  to  any 
guns  she  may  have^  received  the  other  day  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  Horatio  J.  Perry, 

Legation  ^th,  UnUtd  StaU,.  ^.^^.^^^  byGoOglc 
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Mr  Bigehw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  26.]  Legation  op  tbb  Unitbd  Status, 

Paris,  February  10,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  enclose  a  eommunication,  received  this  morning  from 
his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  informing  me  that  the  inquiry 
which  had  been  instituted  by  the  minister  of  marine  into  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  appearance  of  the  Olinde  on  the  French  coast  had  been 
transferred  to  the  department  of  his  excellency  the  keeper  of  the  seals  and 
minister  of  justice,  with  the  view  to  judicial  proceeding  if  occasion  should  exist 
for  them. 

I  hail  the  omen,  and  remain,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  i(c. 


Mr*  Drou^fn  de  Lkujf$  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

[TranslatioD.  ] 

Paris,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  annocmce  to  jrou  that  his  excellency  M.  the  minister  ot 
the  marine  and  colonies  had  instituted  an  administrative  inquest  in  relation  to  the  facts  which 
concern  the  appearance  upon  our  coast  of  the  vessel  Olinde,  and  to  make  known  to  yoa 
summarily  the  result. 

I  can  add  to-day  that  the  examination  into  this  matter  has  been  handed  over  to  bis  excel- 
lency M.  the  keeper  of  the  seals,  minister  of  justice,  in  order  that  judicial  proceedings  may 
be  taken  should  there  be  occasion  for  them. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  most  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  very  humble  and  obeiient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

John  Btgelow,  Esq., 

Charge  d'AJlfairts  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 


Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  28.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  10,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  this  moment  received  the  fo]lowing  despatch  from  our  charg^ 
d'affaires  at  Madrid : 

"  The  privateer  Stonewall  will  probably  leave  to-morrow." 

"PERRY." 

I  have  not  received  a  line  from  Mr.  Perry  by  post,  nor  have  I  received  any 
information  of  any  kind  from  any  of  our  naval  officers,  except  that  Commodore 
Craven  had  received  the  substance  of  the  despatch  which  I  sent  to  Mr.  Sand- 
ford  on  Sunday.  I  presume  the  Niagara  was  at,  or  in  the  neighborhood  of, 
Ferrol  before  this,  but  I  have  no  notice  of  her  arrival  there,  nor  indeed  any 
positive  assurance  that  she  has  sailed  for  that  port. 

I  hope,  however,  this  mail  mav  take  to  you  fuller  intelligence  upon  all  these 
points.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  a  great  convenience,  and,  pos- 
sibly, a  great  advantage,  if  our  vessels  on  this  station  were  instructed  to  notify 
the  legations  of  the  United  States  in  countries  with  which  they  are  in  commu- 
nication when  they  arrive  in  port,  and^  if  practicable,  the  day  of  their  departure, 
if  possible,  a  few  days  in  advance.    If  the  Stonewall  get%  off,  it  is  some  consola- 
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tion  to  reflect  that  notice  of  her  intentions  has  preceded  her,  and  that  the  note 
of  preparation  has  been  sonnded. 

It  is  possible  she  may  have  to  go  to  Lisbon  to  complete  her  equipment,  as 
was  stated  by  one  of  the  sailors  to  be  the  commodore's  intention.  In  that  case, 
our  minister  at  Portugal  may  be  more  successful  in  detaining  her  than  Mr.  Perry 
has  been. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4^.,  S^d  fy:,         '    , 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

Xo.  43.  Department  of  State, 

Washingt^m,  February  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  despatch,  and  of  its  accompaniments,  of  the  22d 
of  November  last,  addressed  to  this  department  by  F.  B.  Elmer,  esq..  United 
States  consul  at  La  Paz,  in  Mexico,  relative  to  the  removal  of  powder  from  the 
United  States  schooner  William  L.  Richardson,  while  on  a  voyage  from  San 
Francisco  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  river,  by  the  commander  of  the  French 
war  steamer  Diamant.  The  powder  referred  to  is  shown  by  the  papers  to  have 
been  consigned  to  Paul  Heller,  at  Tucson,  in  Arizona  Territory,  and  is  alleged 
to  have  been  intended  for  mining  purposes  in  that  Territory. 

The  belligerent  right  of  the  French  to  prevent  contraband  of  war  from  reach- 
ing Mexican  territory  daring  the  existence  of  hostilities  in  that  country  may  be 
conceded.  That  rient,  however,  cannot  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  perfect  free 
trade  in  all  commodities  between  ports  of  the  United  States.  You  will  conse- 
quently present  this  case  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  in  your  note  upon  the 
subject  you  will  say  that,  if  the  facts  should,  upon  investigation,  turn  out  to  be 
as  set  forth  in  the  papers,  the  value  of  the  powder,  and  such  other  reparation  as 
the  case  may  call  for,  will  be  expected  by  this  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  i(c.,  <^.,  ffc. 


Mr.  Elmer  to  Mr,  Sttcard, 
[Extract.] 

Xo.  8.]  United  States  Consulate, 

La  Paz,  Mexico,  November  22,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  affidavit  of  George  Goodrum,  master  of  the 
schooner  William  L.  RichardsoD,  of  Sun  Francisco,  concerning  what  I  beg  leave  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  government  will  decide  to  have  been  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  neatrals, 
and  a  case  where  ample  reparation  must  be  demanded. 

I  have  satisfied  myself,  after  a  careful  inquiry,  that  the  powder  was  not  to  be  landed  upon 
the  Mexican  coast,  and  was  shipped  in  good  taith  for  a  person  living  at  Tncson,  Arizona 
Territory. 

Should  any  other  testimonv  than  that  contained  in  the  accompanying  affidavit  be  required, 
I  shall  be  able  to  forward  it,  as  I  have  corroborating  evidence  on  file,  to  be  forwarded  if 
called  for. 
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I  have  retaiDed  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading,  from  which  I  extract  the  followiDff  as  pertinent : 
*' Shipped  in  good  order  and  condition,  by  J.  Underbill  &  Company,  on  boara  the  schooner 
caUea  the  Wifiiam  L.  Richardson,  whereof  George  Croodmm  is  master,  now  lying  in  the  port 
of  San  Francisco,  and  bound  for  the  anchorage  at  the  month  of  the  Colorado  nver,  to  say, 
one  hundred  keg^  powder,  marked  and  numbered  as  in  the  margin,  to  wit:  *M.  A.  D.,  care 
J.  Capron,  Tucson,  A.  T.*    Freight  on  same  fifty  dollars/' 

I  also  examined  the  manifest,  and  found  the  entry  as  stated  in  Mr.  Goodrum*s  affidavit. 
The  powder  was  entered  as  such  and  consigned  in  the  manner  stated. 

I  also  transmit  an  exact  copy  of  the  certificate  given  by  the  Frenchman  in  his  own  lan- 
guage ;  also  a  translated  copy. 

#  •  #  ♦  •  ♦  » 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  ELMER,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Deposition  of  George  Goodrum. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

La  Paz,  Mexico,  November  2,  1864. 

On  this  second  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1864,  before  me,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  La  Paz  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  there  personally  appeared 
George  Goodrum,  master  of  the  American  schooner  William  L.  Richardson,  and  made  oath  in 
due  form  of  law  that  the  following  is  a  true  and  faithful  transcript  of  the  entries  in  the  log- 
book of  said  vessel  for  the  period  embraced  therein ;  that  they  were  written  by  his  first  officer, 
at  his  dictation  and  under  his  observation,  and  that  the  same  is  a  true  and  iaithful  record  of 
the  proceedings  occurring  as  therein  detailed. 

The  follow! Dg  is  the  transcript: 

"October  30,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  on  entering  the  bay  of  La  Paz  we  were  fired  upon  by  the 
French  war-steamer  Diamant.  We  hove  our  vessel  to  and  set  our  colors,  when  an  officer 
from  the  steamer  came  on  board  and  demanded  our  papers,  which  were  shown  to  him  by 
Captain  Goodrum.  The  officer  looked  at  them  for  a  short  time,  and  then  said  he  would  take 
them  on  board  his  o>vn  vessel.  Captain  Goodrum  told  him  he  could  not  let  his  papers  go, 
and  protested  against  bis  taking  them.  The  officer  said  it  was  all  right,  and  retained  them. 
He  tnen  ordered  us  to  take  in  sail,  and  said  he  would  take  us  in  tow.  The  officer  then  went 
on  board  his  own  \'es8el  and  steered  for  Pichilque  island,  about  eight  miles  from  La  Paz  and 
within  the  bay,  where  he  came  to  anchor  and  ordered  us  to  do  tne  same,  which  order  we 
were  compelled  to  comply  with. 

**The  officer  then  returned  on  board  our  vessel  with  the  papers  and  demanded  the  one  hun- 
dred kegs  of  blasting  powder  that  were  down  on  the  coasting  manifest  and  cleared  from  San 
Francisco  for  the  .Colorado  river.  The  officer  immediately  sent  his  men  into  the  hold  and 
took  out  the  powder,  against  which  Captaim  Goodrum  protested.  The  officer  then  took  the 
powder  from  our  vessel  to  his  own,  ana  sent  word  that  we  might  go  on  to  La  Paz 

"Before  leaving,  the  officer  ^ve  the  captain  two  certificates — one  in  French  and  the  other 
English,  the  latter  reading  as  follows : 

"  *Bay  op  La  Paz,  October  30,  1864. 
**  *This  is  to  certify  that  the  one  hundred  kegs  of  powder  shipped  in  San  Francisco,  on  the 
Schooner  Wm.  L.  Richardson,  to  be  delivered  to  Paul  Heller,  at  Fort  Yuma,  Colorado 
river,  is  on  this  day  taken  from  the  vessel  by  the  officer  in  command  of  the  French  war- 
steamer  Diamant,  and  confiscated  as  contraband  of  war,  and  against  the  protest  of  the  cap- 
tain, George  Goodrum. 

"  *A.  DELACOUVE, 
**  *L'  officer  de  service,^  " 

And  further  says  that  the  Wm.  L.  Richardson  was  detained  by  the  French  steamer  some 
twenty-two  hours,  besides  being  delayed  two  days  more  in  consequence  thereof;  that  ihe 
Diamant  remained  off  the  harbor  of  La  Paz  till  the  morning  of  the  first  of  November,  and 
then  lef\. 

And  further  makes  oath  and  says  that  said  powder  was. placed  on  board  his  vessel,  as  be 
believes,  in  good  faith,  and  that  it  was  his  intention,  in  accordance  with  his  instructions  and 
bill  of  lading,  to  deliver  the  same  on  board  the  steamboat  Esmeralda,  in  the  Colorado  river, 
some  miles  above  its  mouth,  to  be  conveyed  thence  to  the  consignee  thereof,  Paul  Heller,  at 
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Tacson,  within  the  Territory  of  Arizona ;  that  the  Wm.  L.  Richardson  is  one  of  a  line  of  ves- 
sels contracted  for  by  Messrs.  Wadsworth  &,  Son  of  Alta  California,  to  ran  between  the 
ports  of  San  Francisco,  La  Paz,  Baja,  Califoraia,  and  the  station  within  the  Rio  Colorado, 
near  its  mouth,  whence  passengers  and  freight  for  the  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico 
are  conveyed  as  aforesaid,  by  the  steamboat  Esmeralda,  to  Fort  Ynma,  and  to  points  beyond ; 
that  at  the  time  the  gon  was  fired  on  board  the  French  man-of-war,  he  was  entering  the  port 
of  La  Paz  to  discharge  some  ninety  tons  of  freight  before  proceeding  to  the  mouth  of  the  Col- 
orado to  discharge  the  remainder  of  his  cargo,  and  was  wholly  innocent  of  any  design  to  in- 
fringe, or  to  permit  any  other,  through  his  agency,  to  infringe  any  belligerent  regulations, 
and  that  no  blockade  of  the  harbor  of  La  Paz  existed  within  his  knowledge,  nor  had  any  no- 
tice ever  been  given  that  such  a  thing  was  contemplated. 

He  further  says  that  the  said  powder  was  entei^  as  such  in  the  usual  and  proper  manner 
upon  the  Colorado  river  manifest. 

GEORGE  GOODRUM. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  the  date  above  written. 

F.  B.  ELMER,  U.  5.  Consul. 

United  States  Consulate, 

La  Paz,  November  20,  1864. 
I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  La  Paz,  Ac,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that  the  foregoing  declaration  and  affidavit  are  true  and  faithful  copies  of  the  original  on 
file  in  this  consulate,  the  same  having  been  carefully  examined  by  me,  and  compared  with 
said  original,  and  found  to  agree  therewith,  word  for  word,  and  figure  for  figure. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  consulate  at  La  Paz,  the  divy  and  year  above  written. 
[SEAL.]  F.  B.  ELMER,  U.  5.  Consul. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.— Translation  of  No.  2.] 

Port  op  La  Paz,  Mexico,  October  30,  1864. 
I  declare  having  seized  on  board  the  schooner  W.  Richardson,  Captain  George  Goodrum, 
ooe  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  against  protest  of  the  said  captain. 

A.  DE  LA  COUVE, 

The  officer  on  servicr. 

United  States  Consulate, 

La  Paz,  November  22,  1864. 

I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  La  Paz,  &c.,  do  hereby  cer 

tify  that  the  above  declaration  is  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  the  original  filed  in  this  office, 

the  same  having  been  compared  by  me  and  found  to  agree  therewith,  word  for  word  and  figure 

for  figure. 

[seal.]  F.  B.  ELMER,  U.  S.  Consul. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  31.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

February  14,  1865. 

Sib  :  In  tbe  Gironde  of  Bordeaux,  bearing  date  the  13th  instant,  and  just  come 
to  hand,  I  find  a  note  from  the  Danish  consul  at  that  port,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  translation : 

"Mr.  Editor  :  Your  sheet  of  the  10th  instant  contains  a  note  apropos  of  the 
Olinde  affair,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  this  vessel  had  been  sold  by  Mr.  Arman, 
the  builder,  to  Denmark,  that  she  bad  paid  for  it,  and  that  Arman  only  learned 
through  the  journals  of  the  change  of  destination  of  the  vessel,  with  which  be 
had  no  concern. 

"Permit  me  to  address  to  you  tbe  following  rectification,  which  I  beg  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  insert  in  your  next  issue. 
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"  The  iron-clad  ram  built  last  year  by  Mr.  Arman,  and  which  left  Bordeaux 
bearing  the  name  of  the  Stoerkodder,  has  never  been  definitely  sold  to  Denmark  ; 
the  Danish  government  having,  on  the  contrary,  refused  to  accept  a  delivery  of 
her.  There  has  never  been  any  question  of  paying  her  price,  and  she  has  been 
returned  to  her  constructor,  who  has  never  ceased  to  have  entire  control  of  her. 
"Accept,  sir,  &c., 

"E.  KIRSTEIN. 

"  Consul  of  Denmarhy 

The  Gironde  accompanied  this  letter  with  the  following  remark : 

**In  respect  to  the  announcements  made  in  this  letter  we  have  only  to  state 
that  they  are  in  absolute  conflict  with  the  information  furnished  to  us,  and  which 
we  are  bound  to  esteem  correct." 

Mr.  Adams  telegraphed  from  London  last  evening  that  the  Baltic  was  frozen 
over  and  no  mail,  which  I  suppose  was  intended  to  explain  why  I  did  not  re- 
ceive something  more  authoritative  upon  this  subject  through  Mr.  Wood  from  the 
Danish  government  in  time  for  this  mail. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4^.,  fyc,,  ifc. 


f  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[  Extracts.  ] 

No.  34.J  Legation  of  the  UxNited  States, 

Paris,  February  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  This  being  the  day  set  apart  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  for  the 
reception  of  the  diplomatic  corps  on  business,  I  profited  by  the  opportunity  to 
speak  of  the  Stonewall  case  to  him ;  with  what  results  I  will  proceed  to  relate. 

I  commenced  by  asking  if  anything  had  been  done  or  projected  by  the  min- 
ister of  justice,  to  whom  his  excellency  was  good  enough  to  inform  me  that  the 
Stonewall  case  had  been  transferred,  for  the  punishment  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  equipping  her  within  the  waters  of  France.  His  excellency  replied  that  as 
yet  the  minister  of  justice  had  made  no  report  to  him  upon  the  subject ;  that  the 
case  was  under  investigation,  and  the  moment  any  result  was  reached,  that  I 
should  be  apprised  of  it.  I  asked  if  there  was  no  summary  process  in  France, 
as  there  is  in  England  and  America,  for  arresting  persons  on  "  probable  cause," 
to  await  the  result  of  an  investigation,  assuming  that  if  there  was,  there  coald 
be  no  difficulty  in  showing  "probable  cause"  against  some  of  the  parties,  especially 
J.  Riviere,  who  was  now  in  Paris,  and  those  who  took  out  the  coal.  His  excel- 
lency, without  replying  very  directly  to  this  inquiry,  said  that  the  laws  of  France 
in  commercial  matters  were  generally  pretty  severe ;  that  the  subject  had  been 
committed  to  the  minister  of  justice  with  a  full  statement  of  the  information 
elicited  by  the  investigation  of  the  minister  of  marine,  as  well  as  that  communi- 
cated by  me ;  that  judicial  proceedings  did  not  usually  move  with  such  rapidity 
as  to  yield  any  result  in  so  short  a  time ;  and  finally,  that  he  Would  see  or  write 
to  Mr.  Baraclie  again  upon  the  subject.  I  urged  him  to  do  so  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  I  said  that  the  crime  committed  was  of  a  character  which  all 
our  people  would  comprehend,  and  the  best  evidence  to  their  intelligence  that 
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the  imperial  government  resented  the  outrage  was  the  arrest  and  punishment  of 
some  at  least  of  the  offenders.  I  then  expressed  my  regret  that  his  excellency 
had  not  seen  fit  to  entertain  favorably  my  application  on  Sunday  week  for  the 
benefit  of  his  influence  with  Spain,  and  also  that  I  had  not  been  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  force  of  his  objections  to  such  a  step.  His  excellency  replied  that,  with 
every  disposition  to  oblige  me,  he  did  not  see  how  he  could  untertake  to  police 
the  waters  of  Spain ;  that  he  could  understand  perfectly  how  Spain  could  aetain 
Ae  Stonewall,  for  she  was  in  Spanish  waters,  and  how  Denmark  might  intercede 
with  Spain  for  her  detention,  for  she  exchanged  a  Danish  for  a  confederate  flag; 
but  France  stood  in  no  such  relation  to  the  ship  or  to  any  of  the  parties  as  would 
justify  her  interference  with  the  Stonewall  in  a  Spanish  port,  nor  could  she 
without  directly  admitting,  what  he  most  explicitly  denied,  that  she  was  a 
French  vessel.  He  then  recapitulated  the  histoiy  of  the  process  by  which  he 
became  satisfied  that  the  ship  had  been  sold  to  Denmark  before  he  authorized 
her  departure  from  Bordeaux.  This  I  will  not  repeat,  as  he  added  nothing  to 
what  I  have  already  communicated  to  you,  except  that  the  correspondence  be- 
tween him  and  the  Danish  government  was  conducted  by  telegraph.  I  then 
said  that  my  request  did  not  involve  any  decision  on  his  part  of  the  nationality 
of  the  Stonewall ;  that  I  was  not  yet  prepared  to  discuss  that  question,  and  I 
hoped  with  his  assistance  it  would  never  be  necessary  for  us  to  discuss  it.  I 
simply  assumed,  what  was  now  a  fact  of  common  notoriety,  that  a  crime  had 
been  committed  within  the  waters  of  France  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Stonewall 
against  the  laws  of  France ;  the  perpetrators  of  that  crime,  or  some  of  them, 
were  easily  identified ;  the  Stonewall  was  the  corpi  de  delit.  1  only  asked  of 
the  French  government  not  to  demand  as  a  right,  but  simply  to  intimate  a  wish 
to  the  Spanish  government,  that  the  Stonewall  should  be  detained  to  await  the 
result  of  this  investigation.  I  said  I  had  reason  to  believe  the  Spani.<^h  govern- 
ment would  be  happy  to  have  such  a  pretext  for  adhering  to  a  line  of  policy  to 
which  it  has  already  partially  committed  itself.  I  here  at  his  request  recapitu- 
lated briefly  what  the  Spanish  government  had  done,  not  doubting  all  the  while 
that  his  excellency  knew  a  great  deal  more  about  it  than  I  did  myself. 

I  then  went  on  to  point  out  the  analogy,  which  in  my  communication  of  the 
5th  instant  I  had  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  make  apparent  to  his  excellency, 
between  the  cases  of  the  Rappahannock  and  the  Stonewall.  The  former  vessel 
entered  a  French  port  and  wished  to  complete  her  equipment  that  she  might  go 
out  and  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  a  friend  of  France ;  his  excellency  tied  her 
up  in  Calais  and  there  she  lies  to  this  day.  The  Stonewall  came  into  French 
waters  to  do  the  same  thing,  to  complete  her  equipment,  that  she  might  also 
prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  No  matter  what  flag  she  bore 
when  sne  entered  the  port,  what  she  proposed  to  do,  what  she  actually  did,  was 
a  crime  against  the  laws  of  France.  The  Stonewall  is  now  repeating  the  offence 
in  the  waters  of  Spain.  France,  in  vindication  of  her  outraged  laws,  can  with 
perfect  propriety  request  Spain  to  do  what  she  has  herself  already  done  under 
similar  circumstances,  more  especially  as  Spain,  I  was  convinced,  would  welcome 
the  co-operation  of  France  in  support  of  such  a  policy. 

His  excellency  listened  to  what  I  said  with  profound  attention,  and  did  not 
contest  any  of  my  positions,  not  even  the  analogy  of  the  Rappahannock  case, 
which  he  bad  questioned  in  his  despatch  of  the  7th.  He  avowed  the  most  earnest 
desire  to  co-operate  with  me  in  any  practicable  effort  to  arrest  the  career  of  this 
vessel,  but  he  said  he  had  no  authority  to  assume  any  one  guilty  of  a  crime, 
when  a  colleague  in  the  government  was  specially  charged  to  investigate  the 
question.  If  he  were  to  instruct  Mr.  Mercier  upon  the  assumption  that  a  crime 
had  been  committed,  he  might  be  obliged  to-morrow  to  countermand  hia  in- 
structions. He  did  not  wish  to  move  fti  the  matter  without  something  to  shelter 
him  from  responsibility  to  his  colleagues.  If  Mr.  Earache  would  simply  say  to 
him  that  a  crime  had  been  committed,  of  which  the  Stonewall  was  the  corps  de 
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delitt  he  then  would  be  able  to  act.  He  said  he  would  take  occasion  to  see  Mr. 
Barache  at  once  and  ascertain  the  position  of  the  case,  and  allowed  me  to  infer 
that  he  would  do  all  he  could  in  the  premises  without  compromising  his  own 
government.  I  repeated  to  him  that  it  had  been  and  was  no  part  of  my  pur- 
pose at  this  interview  to  discuss  the  nationality  of  the  Olinde,  now  called  the 
Stonewall,  but  simply  to  invoke  his  friendly  co-operation  with  us  in  persuading 
Spain  to  detain  the  vessel  if  only  for  a  few  weeks,  during  which  time  events 
were  likely  to  occur  that  would  relieve  us  of  any  further  trouble  on  her  account. 
Here  his  excellency,  while  expressing  entire  willingness  to  do  his  best  for  us  as 
soon  as  he  could  receive  suitable  assurances  from  the  minister  of  justice,  re- 
marked that  he  had  gathered  from  Mr.  Mercier's  communications  that  that 
gentleman  had  already  allowed  the  Spanish  government  to  see  that  the  detention 
of  the  Stonewall  would  not  be  ungrateful  to  him.     •         ♦         ♦         ♦         • 

I  have  here  given,  I  believe,  the  spirit  of  a  long  conversation,  with  the  tone 
of  which,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  I  felt  perfectly  satisfied.  I  think 
the  subject  is  one  in  dealing  with  which  he  is  obliged  by  the  political  exigencies 
of  his  position  to  act  with  great  circumspection;  but  so  far  as  I  could  gather 
from  his  language,  tone,  and  manner,  he  was  fully  impressed  with  the  justice  of 
what  I  asked,  and  I  shall  be  surprised  if  he  does  not  promptly  manifest  through 
suitable  channels  a  new  interest  in  preventing  the  escape  of  the  Stonewall.  1 
only  hope  his  efforts  may  not  be  made  too  late. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  ^r.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelotc, 

No.  46.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  several  despatches  from 
you,  relating  to  a  piratical  vessel  which  was  built  for  the  insurgents  by  Arman, 
ship-builder  at  Bordeaux,  went  under  a  sale,  or  negotiation  for  sale,  to  Copen- 
hagen, came  from  that  port  to  Honat  island,  received  an  armament  and  a  crew 
there  from  an  English  steamer,  and  coal  from  a  French  steamer,  and  then  took 
her  departure  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  These  despatches  are :  No.  13,*dated 
January  30th ;  No.  14,  dated  January  Slst ;  Nos.  16  and  17,  both  of  whidi  bear  the 
date  of  February  3d.  I  have  also  received  several  telegraphic  despatches  in  re- 
lation to  the  same  vessel  from  our  very  vigilant  consul  at  Nantes. 

I  have  also  received  advices  from  our  minister  at  IMadrid,  to  the  effect  that  a 
piratical  vessel  from  Copenhagen  has  put  into  Fcrrol  for  repau^,  which  vessel 
may  or  may  not  be  the  one  to  which  your  despatches  refer.  The  knowledge  of 
the  affair  which  we  have  thus  far  been  able  to  acquire  is  very  vague  and  unsatis- 
factory. It  is  uncertain  whether  there  are  not  at  large  two  of  the  vessels  built 
at  Bordeaux  for  the  insurgents,  instead  of  one.  We  cannot  certainly  ascertain 
whether  the  vessel  which  was  reported  at  Ferrol  is  the  same  vessel  which  is 
also  reported  at  Corunna,  under  the  name  of  the  Shenandoah.  We  cannot  defi- 
nitely decide  whether  the  Danish  government  has  been  derelict  in  the  perform- 
ance of  international  duty,  nor  will  we  for  a  moment  believe  that  the  French 
government  has  intentionally  permitted  its  faith  to  be  compromitted.  We  do 
not  yet  certainly  know  that  the  vessel  or  vessels  in  question  have  passed  into 
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the  hands  of  the  rebels.  It  is  only  in  general  terms,  therefore,  that  I  am  able  to 
write  npon  the  subject,  and  what  I  do  must  be  on  condition  that  the  facts  rep- 
resented shall  be  verified.  I  approve  the  communication  you  have  addressed  to 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhujs,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  next  steamer  may  bring 
us  intelligence  that  the  Emperor's  government  has  adopted  eflfectual  means  to 
vindicate  its  sovereignty,  and  to  defeat  those  of  its  subjects  who  have  engaged 
in  this  new  attempt  to  commit  it  to  a  war  with  the  United  States.  You  are 
anthorized  to  say  this  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  to  add  that  this  govern- 
ment will  expect  indemnity  for  whatever  injuries  to  the  United  States  shall  be 
inflicted  by  the  pirate  vessel  in  question  from  the  parties  to  whom,  in  the  end, 
the  responsibility  shall  be  traced ;  that  after  an  eodurance  of  covert  war  from 
the  subjects  of  maritime  states,  of  which  we  admit  with  pleasure  that  France 
has  not  been  one,  but  which  covert  war  has  been  rendered  practically  effective 
by  the  policy  in  which  all  the  maritime  st-ates  have  hitherto  concurred,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  unremitted  remonstrances  of  the  United  States,  this  government 
now  expects  that  the  maritime  powers  will  rescind  all  decrees,  orders,  and  rela- 
tions, by  which  they  concede  belligerent  naval  privileges  to  vessels  built,  ntted 
out,  armed  and  equipped  in  foreign  states  with  which  the  United  States  are 
maintaining  relations  of  peace  and  amity.  I  reserve  more  definitive  instructions 
until  we  shall  hear  your  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Emperor's  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq,  4r.,  8ft:.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow.  * 

[Extract.] 

No.  50.]  Drpartmbnt  of  State, 

Was/iington,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir:  •••••• 

From  the  account  which  you  give  me  of  the  state  of  opinion  on  American 
afiairs  now  prevailing  in  Paris,  I  infer  that  there  is  less  cause  than  heretofore 
for  anxiety  about  our  relations  with  the  Emperor.  If  we  can  be  fortunate  enough 
to  avoid  actual  collisions  between  the  armed  subjects  or  authorities  of  the  Eu- 
ropean powers  and  our  own,-  by  sea  as  well  as  by  land,  time  and  events  may 
then  be  expected  to  render  easy  of  solution  political  questions  which  now  it  is 
even  hazaraous  to  touch.  I  trust  that  the  affair  of  the  Olinde  may  prove  to  be 
one  in  which  we  are  to  suffer  no  injury,  and  so  have  no  cause  of  complaint 
against  France. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigklow,  Esq.,  Sfc„  ^.,  Sfc.,  Paris, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  51.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  27,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  10th  instant,  No.  28,  informing  me  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  insurgent  vessel  Stonewall,  and  suggesting  that  the  commanders  of 
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United  States  vessels-of-war  in  foreign  waters  be  instructed  to  notify  the  lega- 
tions of  the  United  States  in  those  countries  with  which  they  are  in  communica- 
tion, of  their  arrival  and  departure  from  port,  has  been  received  and  is  approved. 
I  have  invited  the  especial  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  your  sug- 
gestion concerning  the  movements  of  United  States  vessels-of-war  in  foreign 
waters. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^r..  ^•. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Biqelow, 

No.  53.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  Cth  instant,  No.  19,  which  relates  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  insurgent  steamer  Stoerkodder,  alias  the  Olinde,  alias  the  Stone- 
wall, and  to  your  proceedings  with  a  view  to  her  detention  or  seizure,  has  been 
received,  and  is  approved. 

I  lost  no  time  in  submitting  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  4r ,  ^r.,  ^r. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  iSeward. 

No.  39.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  28,  1865. 
Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  rejoinder  from  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
foreign  aflfairs  to  my  communication  of  the  Slst  of  January  last,  in  reference  to 
the  repatriation  of  William  Horace  Castaned,  of  Mobile,  an  inmate  of  a  work- 
house at  Graffenstaden. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  5^x ,  ifc.,  4>-. 


Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

[Translation.] 

Paris  J  February  — ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  ine  the  31st  January  last  in 

reference  to  the  request  of  M.  the  Prefect  of  Bas  Khin,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  return  to 

his  country  of  young  Castaned,  (William  Horace,)  a  native  of  Mobile,  Umted  States,  at 

present  apprentice  workman  at  the  work-house  of  Graffenstaden. 

In  informing  me  that,  in  accordance  with  my  desire,  you  will  not  fail  tojeommunicato  this 
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request  to  your  government,  you  add  that,  *'it  is  your  duty  at  once  to  discourage  any  hope 
of  relief  from  that  quarter,  since,  though  it  is  ever  ready  to  succor  generously,  without  regard 
to  nationality,  the  destitute  residing  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  except  by  its 
example,  it  does  not  project  lis  chanties  beyond  its  frontiers." 

Permit  me  to  remark,  sir,  that  these  observations  do  not  meet  the  purpose  of  the  demand 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you.  It  is  not  a  question  of  public  or  private  aid  that 
destitute  foreigners  (even  though  they  be  neither  ill  nor  insane)  are  sure  of  finding  upon  any 
point  whatever  of  French  territory — aid  of  which  young  Castaned,  abandoned  by  his  family 
and  his  country  for  two  years  past,  has  experienced  the  disadvantage. 

The  request  of  M.  the  Prefect  of  Bas  Rain  has  for  its  special  object  the  restoration  to  his 
e4ntmtry  of  this  young  man,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in- 
formed by  you  of  the  state  of  distress  in  which  one  of  its  citizens  finds  himself  in  France,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  all  other  foreign  governments,  will  at  once  furnish  him  with  the  means 
to  return  to  his  native  country. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  most  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq., 

Chargi  d*  Affaires  of  the  ^niied  States  at  Paris, 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  40.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  28, 1865. 

Sir  :  On  Sunday  morning,  the  25th  instant,  I  was  called  upon  very  early  by 

a  Mr. ,  who  brought  me  enclosure  No.  1  from  Commodore  Craven,  of  the 

Niagara,  then  lying  at  Ferrol. 

Mr.  informed  me  that  it  was  his  impression  that  when  Commodore 

Craven  came  around  from  Corunna  to  Ferrol,  he  had  intended  to  run  into  and 
sink  the  Stonewall,  but  he  found  her  lying  in  such  a  position  on  his  amval,  for- 
tunately, as  to  render  the  success  of  such  an  assault  doubtful.     Mr. also 

says,  that  if  the  Stonewall  were  to  run  into  the  Niagara  in  the  bay,  of  which  Commo- 
dore Cravenis  not  without  apprehension,  she  would  sink  the  frigate  in  two  minutes, 
or  if  she  were  to  fire  one  of  her  three-hundred- pound  shots  into  her,  the  result 
would  be  nearly  as  fatal.  Either  of  these  contingencies  he  seemed  to  think  the 
Stonewall  might  possibly  be  desperate  enough  to  attempt,  and  trust  to  our 
example  in  the  port  of  Bahia  for  her  justification  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Craven  keeps  his  steam  up,  and  his  cable  ready  to  slip  at  any  moment,  so 
that  he  cannot  be  overtaken  by  anything  but  the  shot  of  the  Stonewall  in  the 
harbor. 

The  Sacramento  has  reached  Ferrol,  and  in  an  open  and  rolling  sea.  I  un- 
derstand that  Craven  feels  no  anxiety  about  the  result  of  a  combat,  though  it  is 
apparent  from  his  letter  that  he  is  hoping  anxiously  to  be  re-enforced  by  a 
monitor. 

I  cannot  hear  of  Page  in  Paris,  though  Mr. informs  me  that  he  tracked 

him  one  day  in  his  advance  from  Spain  at  every  station  into  France,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  he  is  now  here ;  I  heard  that  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  had 
seen  him  here.  I  thought  my  authority  for  believing  him  here  sufficient  for 
addressing  enclosure  No.  2  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  on 
the  26th  instant.  It  occurred  to  me  that  it  could  do  no  harm  to  have  the  gov- 
ernment assign  as  a  reason  for  not  proceeding  against  Page,  that  they  did  not 
know  his  address,  for  that  would  imply  that  they  had  no  other  reason.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  had  other  reasons,  I  was  equally  certain  that  it  could  do 
no  harm  to  know  what  they  might  be. 

A  private  note  from  Mr.  Perry,  which  accompanpied  his  despatches 
for  you,"  sent  here  for  my  perusal,  and  which  I  forward  by  this  mail,  mentions 
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that  a  commission  rogatoire  has  been  issued  by  the  French  government  to  take 
testimony  in  Spain  in  regard  to  the  escape  of  the  Stonewall.  From  this  he 
infers,  correctly  no  doubt,  that  this  government  is  more  active  in  the  matter 
than  it  is  disposed  to  admit  to  us. 

Mr. returned  to  Ferrol  by  last  evening's  train,  bearing  enclosure  No. 

3  to  Commodore  Craven,  and  this  was  intended  as  a  private  note,  but  I  find, 
upon  reflection,  that  it  deserves  to  enter  into  the  official  record  of  my  proceed- 
ings in  this  case. 

#•####  #•# 

I  am  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHX  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Enclosure  No.  l.J 
Mr,  Craven  to  Mr.  Bigelotc, 

United  States  Ship  Niagara, 

Ftrrol,  February  20,  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  I  have  just  received.  As  I  have  already  in- 
formed you  bv  telegrams,  I^irrived  at  Corunna  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  and  there 
learned  that  tne  rebel  ram  Stonewall,  Captain  Thomas  J.  Page,  had  put  into  that  port  on  or 
about  the  2d  instant,  in  a  leaky  condition ;  and  after  remaining  there  three  days  went  to 
Ferrol  for  repairs,  and  that  she  would  be  ready  for  sea  on  or  about  the  14th  instant.  On  the 
evening  of  the  15th  I  came  here  and  was  informed  on  the  following  morning  by  the  military 
and  civil  governors  of  the  place  that  the  Stonewall  had  been  reported  as  being  ready  for  sea, 
but  her  conunander  had  not  appointed  a  day  for  sailing.  On  the  morning  of  the  ]7th  our 
consular  agent  came  on  board,  and  in  great  glee  informed  me  that  the  governor  had  called 
upon  him,  and  said  that  Captain  Page  had  asked  if  there  would  be  any  objection  on  the  {Mirt 
of  the  Spanish  government  to  his  absenting  himself  for  a  few  days  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
Paris ;  that  his  vessel  still  leaked  badly,  and  he  wished  to  confer  with  the  confederate  com- 
missioners in  relation  to  selling  the  Stonewall,  or  compelling  the  contractors  to  take  her  back, 
as  she  did  not  come  up  to  contract  and  was  not  seaworthy.  On  the  evening  of  the  17tb, 
Page  took  passage  in  a  Spanish  war-steamer  for  Corunna,  en  route  for  Madrid  and  Paris.  On 
the  evening  of  the  18th,  our  consular  agent  for  Corunna  came  on  board  and  informed  me  that 
Page  had  given  out  to  the  people  at  Corunna  that  his  repairs  were  all  completed,  and  that  he 
was  going  to  Paris  for  the  pui^ose  of  purchasing  another  vessel. 

When  I  arrived  at  this  port,  there  was  lying  lashed  to  the  port-side  of  the  ram  a  Spanish 
government  hulk,  in  whicn  were  deposited  her  stores,  ammunition,  &c.,  and  for  the  first  two 
days  after  our  arrival  I  noticed  that  their  deck-pumps  were  frequently  used,  but  for  the  last 
two  or  three  days  these  symptoms  of  leakage  have  disappeared.  The  Spanish  corvette 
(hulk)  was  hauled  off  from  her  side  yesterday  morning,  and  to-day  she  is  taking  in  coal  and 
appears  otherwise  ready  to  sail  at  any  moment.  I  am  inclined  to  suspect  all  reports  relative 
to  the  continuance  of  her  leak  as  being  ** humbug,"  or,  in  other  words,  she  is  "playing 
possum." 

She  is  a  very  formidable  vessel,  being  completely  cased  with  five- inch  plates  of  iron. 
Under  her  top-gallant  forecastle  is  her  casemated  IWO-pounder  Armstrong  gun.  On  her 
quarter-deck  in  a  turret  are  two  other  rifled  guns,  100  or  120  pounders ;  besiUes  these  she  has 
two  smaller  g^ns  in  broadside. 

If  she  is  as  fast  as  reputed  to  be  in  smooth  water,  she  would  be  more  than  a  match  for 
three  such  ships  as  the  Niagara.  So,  sir,  you  will  readily  perceive  I  am  placed  in  a  most  un- 
enviable predicament,  and  that  our  only  chance  for  cutting  short  her  career  rests  upon  the 
possibility  of  detaining  her  here  until  such  time  as  our  government  sees  fit  to  send  out  the 
necessary  re-enforcements. 

In  regard  to  the  refusal  of  the  French  government  to  intervene  in  this  matter,  on  the  ground 
that  the  ram  was  a  Danish  vessel,  &c.,  &c.,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  plea  is  a  forud  one. 
The  vessel  never  was  owned  by  the  Danish  government,  and  Mr.  Arman  had  never  com- 

Eleted  the  sale  of  her  to  any  other  party ;  and  so  far  as  the  fitting  of  her  out  and  supplying 
er  with  arms,  ammunition  aud  a  crew,  it  was  done  in  French  waters,  in  a  French  port  or 
roadstead— just  as  much  in  violation  of  neutral  rights  as  if  it  had  been  done  in  the  narbor 
of  Cherbourg  or  of  Brest. 

If  she  had  been  run  down  or  captured  •  by  one  of  our  vessels  at  the  Isle  of  Honat,  the 
French  would  not  be  long  in  discovering  thai  we  had  committed  a  breach  of  neutrality  in 
their  port  and  a  gross  outrage  upon  their  flag.  ^-^ 
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As  for  the  report  of  the  Iroquois  having  been  seen  in  Qniberon  hay,  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve it  false,  and  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  another  one  of  these  vessels  built  for  the  rebels 
at  Nantes,  and  afterwards  sent  to  Denmark,  was  about  Belle  Isle  at  that  time,  and  sailed 
thence  under  the  confederate  fla^. 

On  account  of  the  tardiness  of  the  mails,  I  pilrpose  sending  this  despatch  by  a  special  mes- 
senger. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

THOMAS  T.  CRAVEN. 
.   Hon.  John  Bigelow, 

Charge  (C Affaires^  8^c„  ^c,  ^c,  Paris. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  27,  1865. 

Sm :  I  am  informed  that  Thomas  J.  Page,  the  captain  of  the  confederate  steamer  Stonewall, 
is  now  in  Paris. 

Your  excellency  is  doubtless  aware  that  Captain  Page  was  on  board  of  the  Stonewall 
when,  under  the  name  of  Stoerkodder,  she  left  Copenhagen,  and  that  he  superintended 
her  partial  equipment  for  the  confederate  service,  in  the  bay  of  Qniberon,  the  last  week  of 
January  last,  and  that  he  was  in  command  of  her  when  she  sailed  from  Qniberon  bay  to  the 
port  of  Ferrol,  in  Spain,  where  she  now  lies. 

By  hi^art  in  that  proceeding,  I  am  advised  that  Captain  Page  w^as  guilty  of  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  France,  and  incurred  the  penalties  of  fine  and  imprisonment. 

I  hasten  to  bring  the  fact  of  his  presence  in  Paris  to  the  notice  of  your  excellency,  that 
such  steps  as  are  proper  may  be  taken  by  the  imperial  government  for  the  punishment  of  a 
crime  which  was  not  only  an  abuse  of  the  hospitality  of  France,  but  a  deliberate  outrage 
upon  a  friendly  power. 

I  avail  myseU  of  this  occasion  to  renew  the  assurance  of  the  very  high  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW,  Charg6  d' Affaires, 

His  Excellency  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c,  ^c,  8fc, 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
Mr.  Bigelow'to  Commodore  Craven. 

United  States  Legation, 

Paris,  February  27,  1865. 

Dear  Commodore  :  I  received  your  despatch  by  private  messenger  yesterday  morning. 
I  hope,  and  incline  to  believe,  that  your  apprehensions  in  regard  to  the  Stonewall  are  un- 
founded, though  the  risks  are  sufficient  to  justify  every  precaution.  I  think  .the  French 
^rovemment  has  signified  to  the  Spanish  government  as  decided  a  wish  for  the  detention  of 
the  Stonewall  as  could  be  reconcilable  with  its  theory  of  irresponsibility  for  her  movements. 
It  insists,  moreover,  that  the  Stbnewall  was  a  Danish  vessel,  which,  it  is  true,  abused  the 
hospitality  of  French  waters,  but  escaped  before  her  presence  was  recognized  by  the  official 
authority.  I  have  as  yet  no  official  evidence  which  authorizes  me  to  dispute  the  allegation 
that  the  Stonewall  was  actually  a  Danish  vessel  when  she  entered  Qniberon  bay,  though  I 
am  dailv  expecting  the  Danish  view  of  the  case  from  our  minister  at  Copenhagen.  I  have 
not  neglected  to  present  to  this  government  every  view  of  the  case  which  seemed  likely  to 
dispose  it  to  assist  in  detaining  the  Stonewall,  and  have  insisted  with  as  much  pertinacity 
as  I  thought  became  my  position  upon  their  concurrence  with  the  Spanish  government  and 
our  own  to  this  end.  That  steps  have  been  taken  to  punish  some  of  the  parties  engaged  in 
equipping  the  Stonewall  and  conniving  at  her  escape  there  is  no  doubt.  To  what  stage 
these  cflforts  will  be  carried  time  will  determine. 

In  regard  to  your  own  position  I  hardly  feel  competent  to  advise  you.  If  you  have  reason 
to  apprehend  any  danger  to  your  vessel  from  the  Stonewall  in  the  harbor,  you  have  but  one 
of  two  courses  to  pursue — either  you  must  go  out  into  the  open  sea  where  you  may  encounter 
your  enemy  on  fair  terms,  or  you  must  take  steps  to  deprive  her  of  the  means  of  injuring 
yon.  What  those  means  should  be  you  alone  are  competent  to  judge.  Captain  Page  has 
certainly  made  very  public  the  statement  thft  his  ship  was  in  a  very  distressed  condition 
when  it  entered  Ferrol,  and  is  unable  to  cross  the  ocean.     A  letter  from  one  of  the  officers 
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has  reached  Paris  of  the  same  tenor.  Whether  these  statements  are  made  to  mislead,  or  are 
genuine,  you  can  best  judp^e.  I  would  counsel  extreme  prudence  in  all  your  relations  >vith 
tne  Spanish  authorities.  The  United  States  cannot  afford  to  establish  a  precedent  which  it 
would  not  be  willing  to  accept  as  a  rule.  The  position  of  our  affairs  at  home  is  not  so  des- 
perate as  to  afford  us  any  justification  for  irregular  or  lawless  warfare,  even  if  justifiable 
under  different  circumstances.  An  act  of  lawless  violence  peipetrated  upon  your  vessel  by 
the  Stonewall  in  a  port  of  Spain  would  probably  do  your  country  and  its  cause  more  good, 
and  do  the  confederates  more  damage,  than  the  Niagara  ever  has  or  can  hope  to  accomplish 
in  any  other  way. 

But  it  does  not  become  me  to  repeat  such  commonplaces  to  an  officer  of  your  experience 
and  reputation.  I  hope  most  sincerely  that  you  may  pass  through  your  present,  as  through 
your  past  difficulties,  with  success,  as  I  am  sure  you  will  pass  them  through  with  honor.  I 
shall  wait  anxiously  for  news  from  you  and  from  your  gallant  companions.  I  only  regret 
that  I  have  nothing  more  definite  and  satisfactory  to  offer  you  in  the  way  of  counsel. 
I  am,  however,  very  sincerely  yours, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Commodore  Thomas  J.  Craven,  United  States  Navy. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extracts.] 

No.  41.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  March  3,  1365. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatches  Nos.  39  to  42,  inclusive. 
I  received  yesterday  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  a  letter  in- 
forming me  that  that  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  confederate  cruiser  Florida 
which  was  liberated  at  Boston  were  paid  off  at  Liverpool  on  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  and  to  each  was  given  leave  of  absence  till  the  10th  instant,  when 
they  were  to  report  for  duty  on  board  of  the  Rappahannock,  at  Calais.  I  im- 
mediately -wrote  enclosure  No.  1  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  at  an  interview 
which  I  had  with  his  excellency  in  the  afternoon  placed  it  in  his  hands.  His 
excellency  read  it,  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  alleged  conduct  of  the 
vessel,  and  said  it  should  be  looked  into  at  once.  I  remarked  that  I  did  not 
suppose  I  could  say  anything  that  would  make  the  duty  of  the  government  in 
reference  to  this  abuse  of  the  hospitality  of  France  more  dear,  and  then  I  went 
on  to  other  business.  In  the  course  of  my  conversation  upon  other  topics  I 
had  occasion  to  refer  again  to  this  vessel,  as  you  will  see  in  despatch  No.  42, 
when  he  said,  "  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  minister  of  marine  at 
once,"  intimating  at  the  same  time  his  decided  disapproval  of  the  use  made  of 
the  Rappahannock,  and  his  determination  to  have  it  stopped.         *         *         * 

I  have  written  to  our  consular  agent  at  Calais  to  keep  me  fully  advised  of 
everything  that  may  occur  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  especially  between  this 
and  the  10th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  S;c.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  March  2,  18G5. 
Sir  :  I  nm  informed  bj  our  consul  at  Liverpool  that  the  men  captured  from  the  steamer 
Florida,  formerly  in  the  ser\'ice  of  the  insurgent  States  of  America,  when  liberated  at  Boston, 
came  to  Liverpool,  where  they  were  landed  on  the  16th  of  February  last,  and  were  paid  off 
by  Lieutenant  Morris,  late  commander  of  the  Florida,  at  the  ofiSce  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.,  on  the  20th  following.  At  the  time  of  theil:  payment  Lieutenant  Morris  gave  to  each 
man  a  certificate,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  except  the  names : 
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"Liverpool,  February '20,  1865. 

"  Peter  Mott,  seaman,  has  leave  of  absence  until  the  10th  day  of  March,  1865,  on  which 
day  he  will  report  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Rappahannock  for  duty. 

**C.  M.  MORRIS,  Lieutenant  Commander.'' 

This  report  corresponds  with  information  which  has  reached  me  from  other  consular  officers 
to  the  efifect  that  the  Rappahannock,  now  lying  at  Calais,  is  used  as  a  receiving  ship  for  the 
insurgents. 

I  presume  that  I  have  only  to  direct  your  excellency's  attention  to  this  abuse  of  the  hos- 
pitality of  France  to  have  it  stopped.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  wiU  not  be  permitted  '^ to  rendezvous"  on  the  soil  or  in  the  waters  of  the  empire. 
Permit  me  to  invite  your  excellency's  attention  specially  to  the  fact  that  the  seamen  of  the 
Florida  are  to  report  for  duty  to  the  so-called  confederate  government  on  the  10th  instant, 
and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  imperial  government  will  not  only  make  an  example  of  these 
offendeTB  against  the  laws  of  France  and  tne  violation  of  her  hospitality,  but  will  also  ts^e 
measures  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  offences. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance- of  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Paris. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  42.]  Legation  of  the  U.mteu  States, 

Paris,  March  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  availed  myself  yesterday  of  a  favorable  opportunity  to  present  to  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lbuys  the  subject  of  your  despatch  No.  28*.  I  began  by  saying 
that  some  time  since,  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  last  year,  Mr.  Benjamin,  the  sec- 
retary of  state  of  the  insurgent  States  of  America,  addressed  to  the  principal 
powers  of  Europe,  and  notably  to  France  and  England,  some  new  dogmas  in  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  neutrals  which  were  adapted  to  the  exceptional  situation  of 
the  insurgent  government.  One  of  these  dogmas  contemplated  the  case  of  the 
capture  of  an  enemy's  vessel  laden  in  whole  or  in  part  with  neutral  cargo,  (No. 
2.)  A  second  contemplated  the  case  of  the  capture  of  a  neutral  vessel  laden  in 
whole  or  in  part  with  enemy's  cargo ;  and  a  third  case  contemplated  the  capture 
of  a  vessel  suspected  of  belonging  to  the  enemy  and  sailing  with  false  papers 
under  a  neutral  flag.  "  In  all  these  casesi  it  is  proposed  by  the  insurgent  gov- 
ernment," I  remarked,  "  to  treat  the  quarter-deck  of  their  cruisers  as  a  port,  and 
the  captain's  will  or  capiice  as  a  competent  tribunal  for  the  adjudication  of 
prizes."  "These  dogmas,"  I  continued,  '*  have  been  pressed  upon  the  attention 
of  the  great  maritime  powers  of  western  Europe  I  am  told,  and  I  am  instructed 
to  inquire  of  your  excellency  what  view  the  Emperor's  government  took  of  them, 
and  what  reply  was  given  to  those  who  submitted  them." 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  replied,  '*  that  he  remembered  to  have  received  a  com- 
munication answering  generally  to  the  description  I  had  given,  though  he  could 
not  remember  the  details ;  he  remembered  distinctly  that  he  declined  the  pro- 
posals and  never  made  any  answer  whatever  to  the  communication." 

I  ^aid  that  his  answer  did  not  surprise  me,  but  that  I  thought  it  just  to  in- 
form him  that  the  representative  of  the  insurgent  organization  in  Paris  had 
conveyed  a  very  different  impression  to  Mr.  Benjamin  ;  that  Mr.  Slidell  had,  in 
fact,  represented  his  excellency  as  favorable  to  the  new  dogmas  and  disposed  to 
intercede  in  their  favor  with  the  British  ambassador  at  Paris. 

His  excellency  then  went  on  to  say  that "  he  had  submitted  the  paper  to  two 
of  his  colleagues,  who  were  entitled  to  be  consulted  upon  such  subjects,  and  they 
decided  that  they  could  not  entertain  such  doctnnes ;  that  he  might  have  asked 


*  Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  as  No.  1256  to  Mr.  Adams. 
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what  the  English  government  proposed  to  do  upon  the  subject,  though  he  did 
not  remember  to  have  done  so,  and  thinks  he  did  not,  but  he  might  have  done 
so.  He  felt  quite  sure  he  had  not  written  anything  on  the  subject,  for  he  had 
never  treated  the  representative  of  the  Confederate  States  in  a  way  that  would 
admit  of  any  official  correspondence  with  him.  Whether  this  remark  was  general 
or  limited  to  this  particular  subject,  I  will  not  be  sure.*' 

I  said.  "  No,  it  is  not  pretended  that  your  excellency  wrote  anything  upon  the 
subject,  though  Mr.  Slidell  did  communicate  to  Mr.  Benjamin  a  letter  written  in 
French  by  'a  friend,'  as  he  styled  him,  *in  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,'  my 
information  is  not  sufficiently  authentic."  I  added  parenthetically,  to  justify 
me  in  naming  the  person  probably  referred  to,  ''in  that  letter  your  excellency 
is  represented  as  favorable  to  the  new  dogmas,  and  disposed  to  confer  about 
them  with  Lord  Cowley,  whom  you  were  expecting  to  meet  at  Compiegne." 

His  excellency  then  repeated  substantially  what  he  had  said  before,  but  a 
little  more  cautiously,  and  without  any  intimation  that  "the  friend,"  in  the 
Foreign  Office,  had  or  had  not  committed  any  offence  in  writing  what  he  did. 
The  impression  that  I  received  was  that  the  confederate  agents,  for  reasons  which 
may  be  susceptible  of  different  interpretations,  were  permitted  to  suppose  that 
their  proposals  were  entertained  not  unfavorably. 

I  expressed  my  satisfaction  with  what  he  had  said  to  me,  and  which  I  should 
have  pleasure  in  communicating  to  my  government.  I  then  went  on  to  say 
that  this  Avas  a  subject  which  interested  us  only  indirectly,  as  the  insurgents 
were  our  enemies,  but  we,  of  course,  could  not  be  indifferent  to  any  new  doctrine 
of  neutral  rights  which  the  two  great  maritime  powers  of  western  Europe  might 
be  disposed  to  entertain.  Though  I  had  executed  my  instructions  in  addressing 
to  his  excellency  the  questions  lo  which  he  had  so  satisfactorily  responded,  I 
hoped  that  he  would  allow  me  to  make  a  suggestion  which  seemea  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  his  government.  Without  vexing  the  question  of  belligerent  rights 
originally  accorded  to  the  insurgent  States,  I  submitted  to  him  whether  vessels 
built  and  equipped  notoriously  in  violation  not  only  of  international  law,  but  of 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  from  whence  they  took  their  departure,  for,  I 
added,  the  insurgents  have  not  a  single  vessel  afloat  which  was  not  built  and 
equipped  in  violation  of  the  municipal  laws  of  France  or  England,  were  entitled 
to  the  belligerent  privileges  which  both  these  countries  were  in  the  habit  of  ac- 
cording to  them.  He  interrupted  me  here  to  say, "  There  seems  to  be  great  justice 
and  strength  in  the  point  you  take." 

I  went  on  to  say,  "there  is  the  Rappahannock,  now  lying  at  Calais,  (about 
which  we  had  already  had  some  conversation,  referred  to  in  another  despatch  of 
this  date,)  she  was  taken  out  of  England  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  that  country, 
and  not  a  day  has  elapsed  since  her  arrival  in  Calais  that  she  has  not  transgressed 
the  laws  of  France."  "  I  cannot  see,"  saidfl, "  why  it  is  not  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  theory  of  belligerent  rights  which  the  Emperor  adopted  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  to  withhold  the  privileges  of  belligerents  from  parties  who 
respect  neither  your  laws  nor  the  best-established  principles  of  the  law  of  nations." 
His  excellency  listened  to  this  with  profound  attention,  by  frequent  inclination 
of  his  head,  assenting  apparently  to  everything  I  said,  and  then  remarked  that 
he  should  send  a  copy  of  my  letter,  in  relation  to  the  use  of  the  Bappahannock 
as  a  receiving-ship,  to  the  minister  of  marine,  and  he  would  have  that  stopped. 
He  seemed  impressed  with  the  suggestion  I  had  made,  and  which  he  was 
evidently  willing  that  I  should  think  that  he  approved  of,  I  told  him  if  the 
imperial  government  could  only  see  its  way  to  give  of  its  own  motion  to  our 
government  some  such  practical  evidence  of  its  friendly  dispositions  as  I  had 
suggested,  for  I  said  I  had  no  authority  to  ask  anything  of  the  kind,  and  to 
grant  it  upon  a  formal  application  would  strip  it  of  half  its  value,  I  begged  to 
assure  him  that  it  would  exert  a  most  desirable  influence  upon  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic.     His  excellency  then  went  on  to  reassure  me  of  the  friendly  dis- 
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positions  of  the  government,  and  of  his  determination  to  do  everything  he  could 
to  cultivate  a  perfect  understanding  with  us,  &c. 

There  was  something  in  his  manner,  if  not  in  his  words,  and  in  the  whole 
tone  of  his  conversation,  of  which  I  have  given  but  a  very  brief  abstract,  that 
gave  me  the  impression  that  the  policy  of  his  government  towards  the  United 
States  had  recently  undergone,  or  was  about  to  undergo,  a  substantial  change, 
provided  nothing  new  occurred  on  our  side  to  disturb  the  present  tendency  of 
events. 

As  I  was  about  leaving  his  excellency  mentioned  that  the  Marquis  de 
Ghateaurenard  had  been  prevented  by  illness  in  his  family  from  going  to  the 
United  States  to  replace  Mr.  Mercier,  and  that  the  Count  de  Montholon  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Emperor  as  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Washington. 
His  commission  was  signed  on  Tuesday,  the  2d  instant.  Mr.  Montholon  was 
for  80  many  years  consul-general  of  France  at  New  York,  where,  I  believe,  he 
hecame  united  to  one  of  our  countiywomen  by  marriage,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  attempt  to  give  you  any  information  in  regard  to  him.  As  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  did  not  speak  of  him  to  me  as  the  present  minister  of  France 
in  Mexico,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  inquire  why  his  residence  in  that  country 
was  so  brief,  or  who,  if  any  one,  was  destined  to  replace  him. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  43.]  ,         Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  March  6,  18G5. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  information  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at 
Liverpool,  this  morning,  I  addressed  a  note,  of  which  I  -enclose  a  copy,  to  his 
excellency  the  minister  (;f  foreign  affairs. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  WilliamH.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc. 


Mr,  Bigtlow  to  Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

JP^n>,  March  C,  18G5. 

Sir  :  I  am  advised  that  the  former  crew  of  the  corsair  Florida,  to  whom  the  captain  gave 
an  order  to  rendezvous  on  board  of  the  Happahannock,  at  Calais^  on  or  before  the  10th  instant, 
as  stated  in  the  communication  I  had  the  honor  to  place  in  your  excellency 's  hands,  on  the:;2d 
instant,  are  to  be  taken  from  Calias  to  the  rebel  steamer  Stonewall  now  lying  at  Ferrol. 

I  hasten  to  bring  this  information  to  your  excellency's  knowledge,  that  the  parties  who  may 
be  concerned  in  the  perpetration  of  this  crime  against  the  laws  ot  France  may  receive  speedy 
and  condign  pnnishment. 

I  bee  your  excellency  will  accept  the  assurances  of  the  very  distinguished  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Ecellency  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Luuys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  $(C, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  58.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  6,  1865. 
Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  the  10th  instant,  No.  27,  relative  to  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  reading  of  the  encyclical  letter  of  the  Pope  by  certain  bishops  of 
France  to  their  congregations,  in  defiance  of  the  warning  issued  by  the  imperial 
government,  has  been  received.  I  consider  it  a  very  interesting  paper  upon  an 
important  question  in  the  domestic  politics  of  France. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow^,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  59.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  2^,  of  the  10th  ultimo,  announcing  to  me  as  a  propi- 
tious omen  the  transfer  of  the  inquiry  which  had  been  instituted  by  the  minister 
of  marine  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  appearance  of  the  Olinde  off 
the  French  coast,  to  the  department  of  his  excellency  the  keeper  of  the  seals  and 
minister  of  justice,  has  been  received.  I  reserve  (he  consideration  of  the  subject 
until  we  receive  more  accurate  information. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  <^.,  ^.,  S^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  60.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have   to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  interesting  despatch 
of  the  9th  ultimo,  No.  24,  informing  me  of  the  opinion  entertained  by  Prince 
Murat  of  the  sudden  departure  of  the  King  of  Italy  from  Turin  for  Florence. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^,  i^.,  S^. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  64.]  Department  of  State, 

♦  Washington,  March  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  despatch  of  the  10th  ultimo.  No.  28, 1  have  the  satb- 
faction  of  informing  you  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  a  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  has  notified  me  that,  in  compliance  with  your  suggestion,  instructions 
will  be  given  to  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  in  European  waters  to  Commu- 
nicate freely  with  the  respective  legations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,   • 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr,  Bigdow  t9  Mr,  Setoard. 

No.  49.J  I^LsaATioN  09  thb  United  8tatbs, 

PariSf  March  10,  1865. 
Sir:  Bofenin^  to  yonr  despatch,  No.  43,  relative  to  tbe  removal  of  one  hun- 
dred barrels  of  blastmg  powder  from  the  United  States  schooner  William  L. 
Richardson,  at  La  Pai,  by  the  commander  of  a  French  vessel- of-war,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  sulject,  which  I  placed  in  the 
hands  of  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to-day.  As  the  state- 
ment of  Captain  Goodwin  is  on  the  files  of  the  State  Department,  I  omit  it  here. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ^  Statm. 


Mr,  Bigdow  C#  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhmjf$^ 

Legation  of  the  United  Stateb, 

PmrU,  March  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  It  appears  from  infonnation  which  has  reached  my  goyemment  from  F.  B.  Elmer,  United 
€toto6  cobmU  mi  La  Pat,  in  Mexico,  that  the  United  States  schooner  'WHUam  L.  Bichardson 
was  arrested  on  her  TOjage  from  San  Francisco  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  river  on  tl^e 
30th  of  Octoher  last,  and  one  hondred  ke^  of  blasting  powder  taken  from  her  hold,  hj  the 
commander  of  the  French  war  steamer  Diamant,  under  circnmstances  which,  if  correctly  re> 
|K>rted  to  us.  cannot,  I  am  persuaded,  receive  the  approval  of  the  £mperor*s  government. 

The  powder  is  represent^  to  have  been  consigned  to  Paul  Hilien,  at  Tucson,  in  Ariaona 
Territory,  for  mining  purposes.  It  was  on  boara  a  vessel  belonging  to  a  line  contracted  for 
to  Bly  between  San  Francisco,  La  Pai,  Bi^ir,  and  the  station  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bio 
Colorado,  whence  ]>assenger8  and  freight  are  embarked  for  Fort  Yuma  and  points  beyond  in 
tbe  Territory  of  Ariaona. 

The  facts,  as  understood  by  my  government,  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  annexed  statement, 
made  and  sworn  to  by  Captain  Goodwin,  the  master  of  the  William  L.  Bichardson,  before 
the  United  States  consul  at  La  Paz,  on  the  2d  day  of  November  last. 

While  the  United  States  government  is  not  disposed  to  contest  the  belligerent  right  of 
France  to  prevent  contraband  of  war  frx>m  reaching  Mexico  during  the  existing  hostilities,  it 
assumes  that  the  Emperor's  ffovwnment  wiU  be  equally  indisposed  to  interfere  with  perfect 
free  trade  in  all  communities  between  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States, 

I  have,  theroibre,  to  request  your  excellency  to  inform  me  whether  the  Emperor's  govern- 
ment is  in  poeeession  of  anv  information  conflicting  with  the  statement  of  Ci^ptun  Qoodwin 
which  would  invalidate  a  daim  by  our  jrovemment  on  his  behalf  for  indemnity  for  Uie  value 
of  the  powder  taken  from  his  ship  and  for  her  detention  at  La  Paz. 

1 1>^^  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  the  verv  distinguished  oonsideratioD 
with  which  I  have  tlie  honor  to  be  your  excdJen^'s  very  obedient  andvery humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuts, 

Minister  qf  Fortign  Affairs,  Paris. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigdow, 

No.  67.]  Dbpartment  of  Statb, 

Washington,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  ix^erailiiig  despatch  of  tbe  23d  of  February,  No. 
37,  and  I  approre  of  yolur  proceedings  therein  mentioned. 

I  tmst  tbat  the  coarse  of  events  in  this  conntrj  is  sncb  as  to  warrant  vou  to 
say,  in  answer  to  inquiries  about  peace,  that  the  end  of  the  war  is  believed  to  be 
at  hand,  and  that  it  will  be  attended  with  the  extirpation  of  slavery  and  the 
salvation  of  the  Union. 

In  r^ard  to  apprehension  of  a^pression  by  the  United  l^tates  on  the  restora^ 
tion  of  peace,  you  are  authoriaed  to  say  that  no  auch  polj^,^^  ^<^iatertamed  by 
16dc»  ^ 
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this  goYernment,  and  that  just  bo  far  as  soch  apprehensions'  p^revafl,  hj  reason 
of  a  belief  that  the  national  will,  nnder  high  excitement,  may  oyemde  the 
peacefal  purposes  of  the  execntive  goYemment,  each  European  state  has  th« 
control  01  the  question  in  its  own  hands.  A  due  concession  of  our  national  au- 
thority oyer  all  our  territory  and  all  our  citizens  would  disarm  all  popular  an- 
imosities against  any  foreign  state. 

Friendship  tendered  to  us  will,  in  any  case,  be  reciprocated  as  it  always  has 
been. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  senrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Sfc^  ifc^  Sfc. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  56.]  Lboation  of  the  XJnitbd  States, 

Paru,  March  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  haYO  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  a  communication 
this  day  receiYed  from  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affEurs,  announcing 
the  appointment  of  the  Marquis  de  Montholon  to  represent  the  Emperor  of 
France  in  the  quality  of  euYoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
Washington. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  Yery  obedient  serYant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Droufn  de  Lhuy$  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 
[TransUlion.] 

Paris,  March  7,  1865. 

8m :  Coniiderations  altogether  prlTste  placing  an  obstacle  to  the  departure  of  M.  le  Mar- 
quis de  Chateaorenurd,  the  EmpNoror  has  called  upon,  to  represent  him  in  the  quality  of  envoj 
extraordinaiy  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Washington,  M.  le  Marqnis  de  Montholon,  to 
whom  I  have  just  transmitted  the  order  to  proceed  withoat  delay  to  his  new  post. 

It  g^yes  me  pleasore  to  announce  to  tou  this  appointment,  in  order  that  yon  may  immedi- 
ately inform  the  federal  ffOTemment  thereof.  It  will  learn,  I  think,  with  satisfaction,  that 
the  choice  of  his  Majesty  has  fallen  upon  an  agent  who,  daring  his  former  long  residence  in 
America,  has  been  able  to  establish  there  numerons  and  sympathetic  relations,  the  influence* 
of  which  will  be  turned,  as  we  do  not  doubt,  to  the  advantage  of  the  relations  of  good  friend- 
ship which  we  are  anxious  to  entertain  with  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Keceive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  most  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  8re.,  8fc.,  $fc. 


Mr.  Bigeloto  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  60.]  Lboation  op  thb  XTnitbd  States, 

Parti,  March  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  A  few  weeks  since  Mr.  J.  Znmpstein,  an  accredited  agent  for  Enrope 
of  the  American  Emigration  Gompanj,  of  which  Mr.  A.  Q.  Hammond,  of  Hart- 
ford, Oonnecticnt,  is  president,  caAed  npon  me  to  say  that  an  application  whidi 
he  had  made  for  an  authorization  to  contract  for  the  transport  of  emigrants 
throQgh  Havre  to  the  United  State*  had  been  refused  hy  the  minister  of  Uie  in- 
terior, and  requesting  mj  mediation.    As  this  unexpected  obstacle  disarranged 

uigiLizeu  uy '%^j  v^v-/pi  iN^      ^ 
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an  the  plans  of  the  compaDj  very  Beriouslj,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Behic,  the  min- 
ister of  the  interior,  to  know  if  his  reinsal  rested  upon  facts  or  impressions  which 
were  susceptible  of  explanation  or  modification ;  if  so,  I  said  I  should  be  happy 
to  mediate  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Zumpstein,  who  represented  an  enterprise  for  which 
France,  I  was  persuaded,  had  no  reason  to  leel  otherwise  than  kindly.  Mr. 
Behic  remembered  having  signed  the  letter  I  referred  to,  but  the  motives  of  his 

*  refusal  bad  passed  from  his  mind,  and  he  requested  me  to  send  him  a  written 
communication  on  the  subject,  when  he  promised  to  look  into  it. 

I  replied  that  I  had  no  authority  nor  intention  to  make  a  diplomatic  question 
of  the  matter;  if  I  had,  I  should  have  addressed  myself  directly  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs.  I  came  to  his  excellency,  not  to  discuss  the  right  or  the  pro- 
priety of  refusing  the  privilege  solicited  by  Mr.  Zumpstein,  but  simply  to  offer 
BQch  explanations  as  might  do  away  with  erroneous  impressions,  if  any  existed, 
in  regard  to  his  enterprise.  Mr.  Behic  then  suggested  that  Mr.  Zumpstein 
should  address  a  note  to  him,  through  me,  and  he  would  send  me  his  answer. 
I  promised  that  Mr.  Zumpstein  should  avail  himself  of  this  proposal,  and  in  a 
day  or  two  addressed  to  his  excellency  enclosures  Nos.  1  and  2.  After  the 
lapse  of  a  couple  of  days,  the  head  of  one  of  the  bureaus  of  the  ministry  of  the 
interior  called  and  said  that  Mr.  Behic  had  instructed  him  to  say,  in  reference 
to  the  subject  of  my  communication,  that  I  must  add/ess  myself  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  a£&irs.  I  replied  by  stating  the  circumstances  which  led  me  to  make 
my  conmiunication  of  the  8th  instant  to  Mr.  Behic ;  that  I  had  no  instructions 
to  make  a  diplomatic  question  of  it,  and,  without  instructions,  I  did  not  feel 
authorized  to  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  There 
the  matter  now  rests.  I  shall  not  renew  the  subject,  unless  you  instruct  me  to 
do  60.  If  the  ministers  should  revive  it,  I  presume  I  can  satisfy  them  of  the 
harmlessness  of  Mr.  Zumpstein's  enterprise,  unless  it  should  seem  to  them  likely 
to  interfere  with  recruiting  for  Mexico.  Should  the  weather  continue  so  un- 
favorable for  another  fortnight  as  for  some  time  past,  I  think  this  government 
will  feel  grateful  to  any  company  that  will  relieve  them  of  a  few  thousand  of 

^  their  surplus  population  before  another  New  Year's  day  is  past. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  WiixiAM  H.  Seward, 

Sccre{ary  of  State, 


Mr.  Bigeloto  to  Mr  Behic, 

Legation  of  the  Unttbd  States,. 

Paris,  March  8,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  intimation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  Thurs- 
day last  firom  your  excellency,  I  take  leave  to  enclose  a  note  I  have  received  from  M.  Zump- 
stein, agent  for  France  of  the  American  Eminant  Comi>any.  Will  yonr  excellency  have  the 
ffoodness  to  inform  me  whether  the  eroands  upon  which  Mr.  Zampstein's  application  was 
deoied  are  of  a  nature  to  be  modified  by  any  explanations  as  to  the  character  and  objects  of 
^company  which  I  might  be  able  to  make ?  If  so,  I  should  be  most  happy  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  wait  upon  your  excellency  at  your  convenience. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  mest  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW, 

Charg6  d' Affaires. 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  • 

Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Public  Works. 


Mr,  Zumpstein  to  Mr,  BigeUno,  * 

Grand  Hotel,  March  9, 1865. 
Sir  :  The  American  Emigrant  Company,  chartered  under  the  act  of  Congpress  of  July  |^ 
1884,  ibr  the  promotion  of  foreign  emigration,  appointed  me  in  December  last  its  general  agen. 


244  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONBEKCE. 

for  the  empire  of  Frftoce.  My  anthority  and  my  instmetioxui  reqoSre  me  to  reside  at  Ham 
to  organise  agencies  and  correspondendes  in  France,  fielgiom,  and  Switserlaiid,  and  through 
thenu  and  b^  the  circulation  of  mformation  in  regard  to  tM  United  States,  to  inrite  and  enoonr* 
age  emigration  thither.  A  copy  of  my  instructions,  and  of  the  power  under  which  I  am  to  act, 
are  enclosed  for  your  better  information.  On  my  arrival,  and  under  the  advice  of  M.  ■ 
— ,  commissioner  imperial  de  Pemigppation  au  Havre,  I  addressed  to  his  excellency  the 
minister  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  public  works  a  request  for  an  authorisation  to  engage 
and  transport  emigrants  from  the  port  of  Havre  to  the  United  States,  that  being  the  mMt* 
convenient  port  of  departure  for  emigrants  from  Belgium,  Switserland,  and  France. 

On  the  19th  of  Febroary  last  I  received  a  note  from  his  excellency  the  minister  of  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  |mblic  works,  informing  me,  briefly,  that  he  was  not  able  to  accede 
to  my  request.  But  for  the  conviction  that  his  excellency  is  laboring  under  some  erroneous 
impression  in  regard  te  the  nature  and  motives  of  the  agency  with  which  I'  am  chawed,  I 
should  feel  that  my  business  at  Havre  was  closed,  and  should  have  retired  without  troimling 
you  iurther  than,  perhaps,  to  notify  the  legsition  of  what  had  occurred.  But,  as  the  company 
which  I  represent  consists  of  some  of  the  most  disthiguished  and  philanthropic  men  in  the 
United  States,  as  it  was  orguiised  to  operate  under  the  laws  and  institutions  of  foreign 
nations,  and  not  in  coniict  with  any  of  them,  as  its  ends  are  all  l^umane,  and  as,  in  toe 
opinion  of  its  projectors,  it  reserves  the  special  encouragement  of  the  more  populous  countries 
of  Europe,  wnere  land  is  dear  and  labor  cheap,  I  have  atemed  it  my  duty  to  oringuny  sitoa- 
tion  to  your  notice,  that  jjrou  may  determine  whether  it  would  serve  any  useful  purpose  for 
you  to  invite  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  character  and  objects  of  the  American  Immi- 
grant Company,  and  of  asoertaimng  whether  the  ports  of  Fntnce  are  irrevocably  closed 
against  sucn  passengers  as  t|}is  company  may  undertake  to  send  to  the  United  States.  I^ 
upon  the  oral  explanations  I  have  already  given  you,  and  after  a  perusal  of  the  papers  which  I 
leave  with  you,  you  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  whether  the  motives  of  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment for  rorasing  my  request  ofip^nate  in  an  incorrect  or  an  imperfect  view  or  the  facts, 
and  that  with  proper  explanations  his  excellency  the  minister  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
public  works  might  be  aisposed  to  reconsider  Ms  decision,  I  take  leave  to  invite  your  media 
tion  with  his  excellency  in  our  behalf. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedi^t  servant, 

J.  H.  ZUMPSTEIN. 

Hon.  John  Bioelow,  Charg6  d'Affaireg, 


Mr.  Btgelow  to  Mr.  SeicarcL 

No.  61.]  Legation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Paris,  March  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  Beports  baying  reached  me  from  yarioos  quarters  that  the  rebels  were 
connting  upon  haying  the  ram  Cheops  the  coiftort  of  the  Stonewall  at  sea,  and 
mider  their  control  within  the  current  week,  I  asked  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys  to« 
day  what  yalue  I  may  attach  to  these  reports.  His  excellency  thanked  me  (br 
giying  him  an  opportunity  of  stating  the  exact  situation  of  that  matter  for  the 
information  of  my  goyemment.  Annan  had  applied  for  an  authorization  to 
send  the  Cheops  to  Prussia,  and  had  produced  a  Dill  of  sale  of  the  yessel  to  the 
Prussian  goyemment.  **  1  was  unwilling  to  be  caught  again  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Stonewall,"  said  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  <'  and  I  told  Mr.  Arman  that  that 
was  not  sufficient;  I  must  haye  proof  of  the  highest  official  character  from  the 
Prussian  goyemment,  not  only  that  the  yessel  has  been  purchased  by  them,  but 
had  been  taken  into  their  possession." 

I  tanked  his  excellency  for  his  forethought,  and  begged  him  to  see  that  the 
sale  <was  completed  hj  an  absolute  and  unconditional  ddiyery.  He  said  he 
shofdd^  that  Uie  deliyery  must  be  made  to  some  officer  of  the  Prussian  goy- 
emment fully  authorized  to  take  possessio/i  of  her  in  its  name,  or  she  shoola  not 
leaye  Bordeaux. 

Me  then-made  a  memorandum  of  the  matter,  and  said  he  should  meet  the  minis- 
ter of  marine  in  the  council  of  state  to-morrow,  and  would  impress  the  sub- 
ject upon  him  anew. 

I  ayailed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  refer  to  the  use  made  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  to  a  new  report  that  she  was  about  to  be  sold.  His  exceUencf  in- 
iormed  me  that  the  minister  of  marine  had  recently  told  him  diat  there  had 


BIPLOMA.TIC  CORBESPONDENCB  245 

been  no  amvalfl  on  board  of  'the  Bappahannock  to  speak  of.  I  replied  that 
our  eonsular  agent  at  Gahiis  had  advised  me  that  twelve  were  brought  on  board 
last  week.  His  excellency  took  a  note  of  this  also,  and  promised  to  speak 
again  to  the  minister  of  marine  npon  the  subject.  Bat  he  assured  me  that  I 
need  g\Ye  myself  no  trouble  about  her  going  into  the  service  of  our  enemies. 
Hb  excellency  then  spoke  of  my  despatch  in  reference  to  the  steamer  Ark* 
seised  by  the  rebels  in  Mexican  waters ;  said  the  outrage  ought  not  to  have  been 
^  tolerated,  and  promised  to  communicate  the  case  to  the  department  of  war  and 
marine^  that  orders  may  immediately  issne  for  more  vigoi  and  vigilance  in  the 
enforcement  of  neutrality, 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedi^it  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaUf  8fc.t  SfC,  ^c* 


Mr.  Bigdoto  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  62.]  •         Legation  op  the  United  States, 

•    Paris,  March  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  but  a  few  minutes  left  before  the  closiug  of  the  mail  to  give  you 
the  result  of  a  conversation  which  I  held  this  afternoon  with  M  r.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  upon  topics  which  have  formed  a  feature  in  several  of  your  recent 
despatches. 

Aft^er  disposiug  of  some  business  which  is  referred  to  in  another  communica- 
tion to  forward  by  this  mail,  I  said  to  his  excellency,  in  substance,  that  it  was 
now  generally  conceded  by  witnesses  more  impartial  than  any  American  could 
be  expected  to  be,  that  the  war  which  has  been  raginr  in  my  country  wafl 
drawing  to  its  close,  and  that  peace  and  order  were  destined  to  be  restored, 
sooner  or  later,  to  the  whole  and  undivided  United  States ;  that  between  the 
present  moment  and  the  realization  of  that  auspicious  state  of  things,  the 
friendly  powers  who  had  conceded  to  the  domestic  enemies  of  the  United  States 
belligerent  rights  would  be  obliged  to  withdraw  them,  it  not  being  consistent 
with  relations  of  amity  between  two  nations  that  either  should  encourage  re- 
bellion ia  the  territory  of  the  other,  by  perpetuating  a  concession  of  belligerent 
rights,  after  the  motives  for  making  it  had  practically  ceased.  I  went  on  to  say 
that  it  was  the  part  of  good  statesmanship,  as  of  good  surgery,  to  heal  a  wound 
so  as  to  leave  no  scar;  that  from  one  cause  and  another  the  traditional  friend- 
ship of  ray  country  people  for  France  had  become  somewhat  chilled,  and  though 
it  was  not  for  me  to  say  when  the  government  of  France  ought  to  withdraw 
the  declaration  conceding  belligerent  rights  to  the  American  insurgents,  I  did 
feel  prepared  to  say  that  if  the  imperial  government  could  furnish  any  evidence 
of  its  friendship  to  the  United  States  as  intelligible  to  my  country  people  aft' 
that  which  had  begun  to  weaken  their  doubts  of  it,  it  would  be  highly  politic- 
to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  then  referred  his  excellency  to  a  suggestion  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make 
at  a  previous  interview,  from  which  I  thought  he  might  extraet  the  opportunitv 
required.  If  the  Emperor  would  refuse  belligerent  rights  or  asylum  to  vessels 
btult  and  equipped  in  violation  of  the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  from 
which  they  take  their  departure,  I  felt  persuaded  it  would  be  regarded,  not  only 
as  the  establishment  of  a  sound  and  prudent  prmciple  of  international  law,  but. 
go  veiy  £Bir  towards  removing  impressions  in  reeard  to  the  feelings  of  France- 
towards  my  country,  of  which  the  press  was  only  a  too  faithful  exponent.  I 
suggested  that  this  proposal  did  not  involve  any  modification  of  the  Emperor'  Si 
declaration  of  September,  1861,  and  added  such  other  considerations  ad  I  thought, 
deserved  to  commend  it  to  his  excellency's  attention. 
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His  excellency  replied,  that  so  long  as  the  war  lasted,  that  is,  so  long  as  onr 
government  encountered  serions  resistance  by  land  or  water,  France  could  not 
be  expected  to  treat  our  adversaries  merely  as  disorderly  persons,  but  the  mo- 
ment the  contest  degenerated  into  what  he  called  "small  war,"  (petite guerre) 
it  would  be  no  longer  war  proper,  and  there  would  be  no  farther  question  of 
belligerent  rights  of  neutrality. 

He  then  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  observed  in  the  United  States  and  in 
responsible  quarters  evidence  of  an  echanfeiment  against  France,  which  he 
thought  was  without  provocation,  and  *which,  if  indulged  or  encouraged,  might 
lead  to  unhappy  (facheute$)  results ;  that  France  had  taken  no  side  in  our  con- 
troversy, whatever  absurd  stories  had  been  propagated  to  the  contrary;  and 
his  excellency  here  referred  with  some  warmth  to  newspaper  allegations  about 
the  late  duke  of  Sonora.  "  Throughout  the  war,"  he  said,  "  we  have  endeav- 
ored to  treat  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  and  to  avoid  any  act  which  looked 
.towards  a  recognition  of  any  part  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  country.  We 
have  tried  to  be  prepared  for  whatever  fate  was  in  store  for  the  country,  as  the 
result  of  this  war,  disposed  to  accept  what  Heaven  should  send  as,  on  the  whole, 
best  for  the  country,  but  without  any  disposition  to  anticipate  nor  control  that 
result  in  any  way  whatever.  That  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  the  posi- 
tion of  France  towards  the  "Dnited  States."  **  If,"  said  be,  "  you  come  to-mor- 
row and  inform  me  that  peace  has  been  concluded,  I  shall  be  happy  to  felici- 
tate you.  It  would  seem  from  your  papers  that  your  arms  are  prospered, 
but  until  you  have  crushed  your  adversaries  we  cannot  deny  to  them  the  rights 
of  belligerents." 

His  excellency  then  went  on  to  say,  in  reference  to  my  suggestion  about  de- 
nying belligerent  privileges  and  asylum  to  vessels  equipped  in  violation  of 
municipal  law,  that  that  was  a  subject  upon  which  he  could  not  give  an  answer 
at  once.  It  involved  intricate  questions  of  law  and  required  reflection  and 
study.  It  occurred  to  him,  he  said,  that  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  whether  a  vessel-of-war  had*  violated  the  municipal  law  of  a 
foreign  countrv.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  propose  that  the  government  should 
be  at  the  trouble  of  procuring  the  proof,  but  that  it  should  designate  the  kind  of 
papers  an  armed  vessel  should  be  required  to  furnish  in  proof  of  her  lawful 
and  innocent  character.  I  said  that  1  urged  the  matter  less  for  a  protection 
against  any  damages  the  rebels  may  be  able  to  do  us  than  as  evidence  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  his  government.  I  added  that  the  occasion  for  invoking 
such  a  rule  would  probably  cease  very  soon,  while  the  good  effects  of  the 
demonstration  at  the  present  moment  would  endure  for  ages. 

His  excellency  seemed  disposed  to  take  the  subject;  into  serious  consideration, 
repeated  that  it  required  study  and  reflection,  and  promised  to  bestow  both 
upon  it. 

In  the  progress  of  his  excellency's  remarks  I  found  occasion  to  state  that 
circumstances  have  certainlv  occurred  to  excuse  a  portion  of  the  irritation  be- 
trayed by  my  country  people  towards  France,  and  I  referred  particularly  to  the 
two  years  of  anxious  suspense  in  which  we  were  kept  in  regard  to  the  ultimate 
destination  of  the  vessels  contracted  for  by  Arman  for  the  confederates.  "  If," 
flaid  I,  "  after  the  distinct  pledge  of  your  excellency  to  Mr,  Dayton,  one  of 
these  vessels  is  permitted  to  leave  France,  and  passes  straight  into  the  hands  of 
our  enemies,  as  the  Stonewall  did,  your  excellency  knows  now  difficult  it  is  to 
rsatisfy  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  France  has  not  been,  to  say  the 
deast,  more  indifferent  than  a  friendly  power  should  be  about  the  damages 
'Which  may  result  from  hei^  depredations."  **  For  this  reason,"  I  said,  <*  I  had 
'labored  according  to  my  means,  both  before  and  since  I  had  been  brought  into 
•official  relations  with  his  excellency,  to  have  France  remove  every  appearance 
of  responsibility  for  the  machinations  of  the  rebels  in  France,  and  hence  my 
•earnest  desire  that  the  imperial  government  might  take  some  step  similar  to 
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irlmt  I  bad  already  snggeeted  to  prove  to  the  aniversal  intelligence  of  my 
eonntiy  people  its  friendly  diBposition  towards  them." 

When  our  conversation,  of  which,  I  think,  I  have  given  the  spirit,  had 
reached  this  point,  I  mentioned  that  I  had  just  received  a  despatch  from  yon, 
which  trealea  vpon  some  of.  the  points  referred  to  in  our  conversation,  and, 
Uiough  not  instructed  to  do  so,  I  was  at  liberty  to  read  it,  and  felt  disposed  to 
do  BO  if  his  excellency  was  interested  to  hear  it.  He  said,  of  course,  that  he 
would  he  veiy  glad  to  hear  anything  from  you,  and  I  proceeded  to  read  your 
despatch  of  tne  27th  Fehruair. 

I  may  here  mention,  parentnetically,  that  in  the  progress  of  our  conversation, 
and  in  reply  to  his  reproaches  against  the  irritating  tone  and  imputations  of  our 
press  and  public  men,  I  said  that  with  us  everybody's  most  idle  thought  and 
casual  impression  might  find  expression  in  one  way  or  another  through  the 
press ;  but  I  ventured  to  affirm  that  his  excellency  had  no  complaints  to  make 
of  ibe  government  proper.  "  No,"  he  replied,  "  our  relations  with  your  govern- 
ment have  been  very  well.  Mr.  Seward  has  always  been  very  amiable  ancl 
considerate."  But  he  went  on  to  d^recate  the  possible  consequences  of  a 
public  sentiment  so  prompt  as  that  shadowed  forth  oy  the  press  of  the  United 
States  to  seize  upon  and  misconstrue  the  motives  of  the  Emperor's  government. 

When  I  had  finished  reading  your  despatch  he  thanked  me  again  for  reading 
it,  repeated  substantially  what  ne  had  said  before,  and  nearly  in  the  same  lan- 
guage, about  the  attitude  France  had  taken,  and  deemed  it  her  duty  to  main- 
tain towards  the  United  States,  insisting  very  emphatically  that  his  govern- 
ment has  never  had  relations  with  any  fraction  of  our  country,  and  that  he 
sincerely  desired  such  a  termination  of  our  trouble  as  might  best  conduce  to 
our  general  prosperity. 

In  respect  to  the  instructions  to  be  given  to  M.  Ohateaurenard,  he  seemed 
disposed  to  treat  that  suggestion  as  gratuitous.  He  thought  it  did  not  become 
France  to  turn  harshly  upon  the  confederates  now  in  their  hour  of  disaster^ 
and  that,  he  said,  France  would  not  do ;  but  when  the  war  ended  he  ho^ed 
and  expected  to  find  the  attitude  of  his  government  towards  the  United  States 
the  same  as  before  the  war. 

This,  though  a  very  condensed  and  imperfect  report  of  our  conversation, 
which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  gives,  I  believe,  the  spirit  of  it  faithfully.  Much 
as  it  is  condensed,  I  fear  you  will  find  it  too  long ;  but  as  it  was  conducted  in 
a  very  friendly  spirit,  and  covered  a  variety  of  topics  which  have  not  been 
before  discussed  between  us,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  reproduce  it  as  fully  as 
I  could. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,^ 

Secretary  of  State,  ffc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigeioto, 

No.  74.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonf  March  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  3d 
of  March,  No.  41.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  wnich  on  the  2d 
instant  yon  addressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  containing  evidence  that  the 
Rappahannock  is  used  by  pirates  harbored  in  England  as  a  receiving  ship  for 
erews  for  the  Olinde  and  other  ships  of  that  class  in  foreign  waters.  The  repre- 
sentation contained  in  the  note  is  fully  approved,  and  this  government  confi- 
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dently  expects  that  tbe  imperial  goyeinment  will  not  long  delay  to  pat  an  etif 
witHin  its  jurisdiction,  to  practices  hostile  to  Ae  United  States,  and  inconsiBtent 
witb  the  peace  of  nations. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  sertwtf 


JoHlV  BlOBLOW,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfn,,  Sfc.,  Paru. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Bigdcw. 

l^To.  75.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WashingUm,  March  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  n^ceipt  of  jonr  despatch  of  the  3d  instant, 
No.  42,  relatiTO  to  the  conversation  which  took  place  between  yourself  and  Mr. 
Dronyn  de  Lhnys,  on  the  subject  of*  the  communication  addressed  by  the  insur- 
gent Benjamin  to  the  maritime  powei%  in  Europe#  in  regard  to  the  rights  of 
neutrals  which  were  adapted  to  the  situation  of  the  insurgent  government,  and 
also  acquainting  me  with  the  selection  of  Marquis  de  Montholon,  by  the  imperial 

g>vemment»  to  fill  the  post  <^  minister  to  this  country.    Tour  proceedings  re- 
ted  therein  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  4n^.,  ^.t  i^c. 


Mr.  Sewixrd  to  Mr.  Bifdoto. 

No.  76.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  March  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  February,  No.  39,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys's  reply  to  your  conununica- 
tion  to  him  upon  the  case  of  William  Horace  Gastan^  of  Mobile,  an  inmate 
of  the  work-bouse  of  GhifPenstaden. 

As  you  have  already  been  informed,  I  have  taken  such  measures  as  are  pos- 
sible to  bring  the  condition  of  young  Oastaned  to  the  knowledge  of  his  friends 
and  fiunily  at  Mobile,  if  he  has  any  there.  A  flag  of  truce  was  resorted  to, 
because  the  town  was  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents.  NeiAier  the  Con- 
stitution nor  the  laws  of  the  United  States  authorize  this  government  to  bring 
home  or  to  incur  expenses  for  bringing  home  any  of  our  citizens  not  seamen 
from  a  foreign  country,  merely  because  of  their  having  fallen  victims  to  poverty 
or  sickness,  or  other  adversity  there.  I  do  not  know  upon  what  nound  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  assumes  that  all  foreign  governments  have  set  us  uie  example 
of  at  once  furnishing  citizens  or  subjects  who  may  come  to  want  while  in  foreign 
countries  with  the  means  to  return  to  their  native  country.  If  any  nation  has 
given  us  such  a  precedent  it  was  at  least  voluntarily  done.  Practically  no  such 
example  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  and  yet  our  land  is  always  filled  with 
Emigrants  and  exiles  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Our  several  States  minister 
unhesitatinglT  to  the  wants  of  those  classes  just  as  liberally  and  as  promptly  as 
they  do  to  tne  wants  of  native  citizens.  In  our  almshouses  the  question  of 
birth  or  parentitfe  is  never  raised.  We  s^d  no  n^ndlcants  back  to  tfiehr  native 
shores  because  they  are  poor,  and  we  never  ask  their  government  to  lelieve  us 
of  the  charge  we  incmr  by  supporting  them.    I  will  not  inquire^  on  this  occarioa» 
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wbether  under  tbese  circtimstances  our  charitj  is  lees  catholic,  or  our  cbaritable 
charges  are  lees  expensive,  than  those  of  states  which  practice  upon  the  different 
principle  which  is  commended  to  us  bj  Mr.  Droujn  de  Lhuys. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Biciblow,  Ksq.,  4^.,  Sft.,  Sft. 


Mr.  Seward  t0  JMf «  Big^^w. 

No.  79.]  Depabtmvnt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  confidential  despatch  of  the  28th  of  February,  No.  40,  did  not 
reach  the  department  until  yesterday.  Tour  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  Stone- 
wall and  to  Captain  Page  (soHtelled)  are  approved,  and  the  information  con- 
cerning our  naval  vessels,  and  other  matters  bearing  on  these  subjects,  is  highly 
appreciated.  I  shaU  caU  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the 
coamfonicatioB. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAfiD, 
John  Bioelow,  Esq^  ifc.,  4^,  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigetoto. 

No.  80.]  Depaetmbnt  or  State,     ^ 

Waehtngton,  March  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  6th  instant.  No.  43,  giving  me  a  copy  of  your  note 
of  the  same  date  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  in  regard  to  the  crew  of  the  Florida, 
has  been  received  and  is  approved.     The  vigilance  yom  have  exercised  in  the 
matter  i  i  specially  conmiended. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED,  . 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  tfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigetow. 

No.  81.]  Dbfartmbivt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  23, 1865. 

Sir  ;  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  16th  ultimo.  No.  32,  which  is  ae 
eompanied  by  a  copy  of  your  note  of  the  3d  of  the  same  month  to  M.  Mignet, 
tiie' perpetual  secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Moral  and  Political  Sciences,  and  a 
translation  of  his  reply  of  the  11th  in  relation  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Edward 
Evarett.  Tour  thoughtfulness  in  making  the  communication,  and  the  aMnaer 
in  which  it  was  done,  are  highlr  appreciated,  as  are  the  sensiUBty  taid  respect 
6nnced  by  the  academy  upon  learning  that  death  had  stricken  from  its  rolls 
our  distiufftiished  countryman. 

1  am,  sir,  yomr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

JoHX  BiQBLOW,  Esq.,  8fc.t  Sft.,  t;t. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr*  Bigdow. 

No.  84.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  March  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  10th  instant. 
No.  49,  relative  to  the  action  of  the  commander  of  the  French  war  steamex 
Diamant  in  removing  a  quantity  of  blasting  powder  from  .the  United  States 
schooner  Wm.  L.  Richardson,  at  La  Paz.  xoor  proceedings  therein  mentioned 
are  approved  by  this  department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Sfc,  Sic  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  96.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Waihington,  March  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  23d  ultimo.  No.  57,  addressed  to 
me  by  M.  D.  L.  Lane,  e8<|.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Vera  Cruz, 
giving  a  statement  of  the  cuxumstances  connected  with  a  collision  between  the 
Unit^  States  merchant  schooner  Three  Sisters  and  the  French  transport  ship 
Alhir,  near  Oape  San  Antonio. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  imperial  government  to  the 
case  thus  presented,  with  a  view  to  such  indemnification  for  the  losses  entailed 
upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  concerned  in  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
such  redress  for  the  treatment  of  the  officers  and  clrew  of  the  schooner  as  upon 
investigation  may  be  found  to  be  justly  due. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Ifc.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Lane  to  Mr.  Sewmrd. 

No.  57.]  Consulate  op  the  Unfted  States  op  America, 

Vera  Cruz,  February  33,  186&. 

Sm :  I  have  to  inform  the  department  that  the  American  schooner  Three  Sisters,  of  Key 
West,  Florida,  William  Liowe  master,  was  towed  into  this  port  on  the  4th  instant  under  the 
following  circnmstances :  , 

On  the  29th  of  last  month,  about  half  past  7  o*clock  p.  m.,  while  near  Cape  San  Antonio, 
the  said  schooner  was  ran  into  by  the  Fronch  transport  ship  Alhir  and  yery  oadlj  damaged. 
Five  of  the  crew,  believinff  the  schooner  sinking,  went  on  board  the  Alhir.  As  soon  as  it 
was  found  the  schooner  dia  not  sink,  they  started  to  return  to  her,  but  were  arrested  bj  the 
commander  of  the  transport,  Mons.  Cuisnier  Delisle,  and  one  of  them  put  in  doable  irons. 
The  commander  then  sent  to  the  schooner  and  took  from  her  the  only  remaining  seamen, 
leavineon  board  the  master  and  a  passenger  to  steer  and  pump  her,  as  she  was  nu£ing  water 
fast.  The  day  before  their  arrival  in  this  port  the  passenger  was  taken  from  the  schooner; 
but  on  the  4th  instant,  just  before  entering  the  harbor,  they  were  all  returned  to  the  schooner. 
After  several  hours*  detention  in  the  harbor  by  the  commander  of  the  transport,  because  the 
master  would  not  sign  a  paper  releasing  the  French  commander  from  all  bability  resulting 
firom  the  collision,  he  was  permitted  to  land.  He  deposited  the  register  and  crew-list  in  the 
consulate.  The  master  and  the  cvew  reside  at  Key  West,  After  hearing  their  staten^ent,  I 
addressed  a  note  to  Mons.  Jules  Doazan,  French  consulate  at  this  port,  repeating  the  story 
of  the  master  as  substantiated  by  his  crew,  and  asked  his  early  attention  to  the  case,  as, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  should  be  obliged  to  hold  the  French  g^yemment  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  a  transport,  and  for  whateyer  loss  nught  be  sustained  by 
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HiB  oolliflion  and  by  ihe  imprisonment  of  the  crew.  I  reoeired  no  reply  to  this  note.  On 
tbe  9ih  I  called  a  sarvej  on  the  schooner  hj  three  masters  of  vessels,  who  condemned  tiie 
schooner  as  entirely  unseaworthYf  and  estimated  the  cost  of  repairs  at  |8»000.  Tbe  master 
entered  his  protest,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  to  the  French  consnlf  with  a  note  repeating  the 
former  notice.  No  offer  of  aid  or  remuneration  has  been  made  to  the  master  or  crew  since 
their  arriyal,  and  no  notice  whatever  taken  of  the  case.  The  master  and  crew  agree  in  say- 
ing they  hailed  the  transport  three  times  before  the  collision ;  that  their  lights  were  set,  and 
mnst  have  been  plainly  seen  by  the  transport ;  that  when  a  change  was  made  by  the  schooner 
in  her  course,  in  order  to  avoid  the  collision,  a  corresponding  change  was  made  by  the 
transport.  They  all  say  they  believe  it  was  purposely  done;  and  from  the  course  pursued 
by  the  authorities  since  the  arrival  here,  I  believe  so,  too. 

The  crew  came  on  the  consulate  for  support,  but  as  Captain  Lowe  had  provision  on  tbe 
schooner,  I  made  an  agreement  for  them  to  stay  on  board  till  the  15th  instant  without  any 
expense  to  the  consulate,  when  I  placed  them  on  board  the  British  bark  James  Welsh,  bound 
for  New  York,  Master  W.  Megill,  who  agrees  to  land  the  crew  at  or  near  Key  West,  payine 
him  $20  for  each  man  in  gold.  I  agreed,  if  he  did  not  stop  at  Key  West  to  obtain  the  usual 
indorsement  of  the  collector,  that  the  certificate  of  the  crew  that  he  had  performed  his  part 
of  the  contract  satisfactorily  should  be  sufficient  It  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions, but  I  could  do  no  better.  There  was  no  American  vessel  in  port,  and  no  other  bound 
in  the  direction  of  Key  West.  I  thought  it  the  most  economical  way  to  dispose  of  the  crew, 
wlu>  suggested  this  way  of  getting  home,  and  I  solicit  the  speedy  payment  of  the  sum  on 
presentanon  of  the  usual  certificate.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  masters  of  vessels  to  take 
seamen  home  on  account  of  the  difficulty  they  have  in  getting  the  pay  from  the  department 
I  hope  this  will  prove  an  exception  to  the  usual  rule. 

The  names  of  the  seamen  on  board  the  schooner  are  Joseph  Acosbee,  William  Lowe,  jr., 
Frank.  Whittaker,  Robert  Matthews,  Anthonie  Sape,  George  Randall,  all  of  Key  West 
The  master.  Captain  Lowe,  is  still  here.  He  was  sole  owner  of  the  schooner.  As  there 
was  no  insurance  on  her  the  loss  falls  heavily  on  him.  I  did  th^  best  I  knew  in  the  case. 
If  there  is  anything  more  to  do  in  the  premises,  I  await  instructions  from  the  department 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  D.  L.  LANE,  V.  S.  C. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro, 

Surttary  of  State,  IVtuhington,  D,  C, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelaw. 

No.  97.]  Dbpartmknt  op  State, 

Washingtony  March  30,  1866. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  yonr  despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  No.  40,  and  to  mj  reply 
of  the  23d  instant.  No.  79,  in  regard  to  insurgent  piratical  movements  and 
schemes  in  Europe,  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that,  oy  a  letter  of  yesterday, 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  informs  me  that  the  Kearsarge,  now  at  Boston,  has 
been  ordered  to  ^proceed  to  the  coast  of  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  vessels  now  engaged  in  watching  the  movements  of  the  Stonewall, 
and  will  use  all  possible  despatch  in  reaching  her  destination. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Ifc^  ifc.,  Ifd  Paris. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigdou). 

No.  98.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  17th  March,  No.  61,  has  been  received.  I  have 
to  commend  and  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  the  warnings  which  you  re- 
ceived from  our  consul  in  England  in  regard  to  the  ram  Cheops. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  treasury  of  the  rebels  at  home  and  their  credit 
abroad  will  completely  collapse  under  the  blows  they  are  receiving  from  our 

uigiLizeu  uy  'v_i  v^  v-/pt  I v^ 
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knd  and  naval  fbrces*    After  that  coUi^Me,  we  may  reaaonablj  expect  Aat 
European  ship-builden  and  merchants  will  be  ae  mnch  dhiinclkied  to  render 
further  aid  to  our  enemies  as  we  are  opposed  to  such  unprincipled  interrention. 
I  am»  8ir»  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWA&D. 
John  Bigblow»  Esq.,  8fe.,  8fc,9  Sfc. 


Mr.  Smoard  to  Mr,  Bigthw. 

No.  99.]  D»ArrMBfrr  of  8tatb» 

Wiuhingtan,  April  4,  1865. 
.  Sit :  I  have  received  vour  despatch  No.  60,  of  the  17di  instant,  leladve  t» 
the  refiisal  of  the  French  government  to  permit  Mr.  Hammond,  agent  at  the 
American  Emigration  Oompany  at  Havre,  to  contract  for  the  transport  of  emi- 
grants through  Havre  to  the  United  States.  You  may  ask  for  explanations 
from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  but  you  will  not  make  it  a  subject  of  ptotest  or 
remonstrance  without  instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  ^e^  ^^  4^., 


Mr.  Bigdoto  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  67.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parti,  April  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  certain  documents  received  from 
the  Hon.  Bradford  B.  Wood,  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Copen- 
hageu,  in  part  reply  to  my  apidication  for  such  information  as  might  be  within 
his  reach  in  relation  to  the  delivery  oi  the  steamer  Stonewall,  alias  Olinde,  to 
officers  of  the  insurgent  navy. 

I  presume  that  you  must  have  already  received  from  Mr.  Wood,  in  his  account 
of  his  personal  intercourse  with  the  Danish  government,  something  more  satis- 
factory, if  it  had  anything  more  satisfactory  to  offer. 

The  position  of  die  question  at  this  court  has  undergone  no  'change  since  my 
last  communication  about  it.  I  understand  from  our  consul  at  Nantes  that  an 
investigation  is  going  on  at  that  place  with  the  view  of  punishing  three  of  the 
parties  concerned  in  supplving  the  Stoerkodder  with  coal,  provisions,  and  muni- 
ti6n8  within  the  waters  of  France.  It  remains  to  be  seen  with  what  vigor  the 
nunesty  of  the  law  will  be  asserted.  I  should  attach  more  importance  to  such 
a  demonstration  if  it  were  directed  against  the  notorious  head  offender,  Annan, 
instead  of  being  directed  against  some  of  his  instruments. 

The  Stonewall  left  Ferrol  for  Lisbon,  whence,  after  a  few  days'  detention,  she 
sailed  for  parts  unknown.  No  doubt  you  have  received  frdl  particulars  of  her 
stay  at  and  departure  from  both  these  places  from  our  representatives  at  Madrid 
and  Lisbon. 

It  is  possible  thev  may  not  have  been  able  to  send  you  a  list  of  the  officers  of 
the  Stonewall ;  I  thererore  send  you  one,  which  I  t)elieve  to  be  authentic  and 
complete  up  to  the  20th  of  March  last. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW^ 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^t?. 
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[Enclosnce.] 
List  of  officers  of  confederate  pirate  Stonewall,  March  20, 1865. 

Captain  T.  J.  Page,  from  Vireinia ;  R.  R.  Carter,  first  lieutenant,  from  Yirginia ;  Geo. 
S.  Snryock,  second  lieatenant,  mm  Kentucky ;  Geo.  T.  Bocbart,  third  lieatenant,  from 
Sa^animh,  Ga.;  £.  G.  Reed,  third  Uaatenant,  frem  Virguiia ;  Sarnnel  Barron,  jr.,  third 
fieotenant,  from  Virginia;  £.  Green,  snrgeon,  from  Virginia;  C.  W.  Curtis,  paymaster, 
from  8ouUi  Carolina;  W.  P.  Brooks,  chief  engineer,  from  South  Carolina;  J.  W.  Herty, 
assistant  anrgeon,  from  Georgia;  W.  W.  Wukenson,  master,  from  South  .Carolina;  W. 
Hutcheson  Jackson,  first  assistant  engineer,  from  Baltimore:  J.  C.  Cosh,  second  assis- 
tant en^neer,  frt>m  Texas ;  John  W.  Dukeheart,  boatswain,  from  Baltimore ;  J.  W.  King, 
gunner,  frt>m  North  Carolina;  J.  Mather,  carpenter,  from  Maryland;  William  Savage, 
master's  mate,  from  Maryhmd;  William  Baynton,  paymaster's  derk,  from  Florida  John 
W.  Prior,  sergeant  of  marines,  from  Virginia.  « 


Mr,  Wood  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

LBOATIOir  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Copejfktigtm,  March  25,  1866. 
Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  copies  of  oeitdn  papera  reoeiyed  from  the  Danish  govern- 
meat,  th«0e  in  FVenoh  oeitifiea.  I  have  the  Danisn  also  certified,  but  supposing  tMt  they 
weald  ,be  nseless  in  Danish,  I  set  Conanl  Hansen,  a  Dane  by  birth,  to  translate,  and  I  give 
yea  hk  literal  tmaslation.  I  suppose  the  original  we  also  m  the  Danish  legation  in  Paris. 
Mr.  HostheasMB  is  a  good  BngUsh  and  French  scholar,  and  can  render  Hansen's  liUral 
tmslation  liberal.  It  is  rerr  possible  that  if  the  Dwies  could  have  got  the  Stoerkodder  in 
time  they  would  have  ownea  her,  but  tbey  had  no  use  for  her  after  June,  1864,  and  availed 
themselves  of  her  defects  to  get  rid  of  her.  As  they  did  not  suspect  anything,  and  wished  to 
be  obliging  to  Arm  an,  who  mid  here  the  reputation  of  being  a  very  responsible  man,  and  one 
of  the  £inperor*s  right  hand  men,  they  aUowed  themselves  to  be  imposed  on  by  Arman's 
correspondent,  "Puggaard,"  a  Danish  merchant  residing  here,  and  who  uoquestionablv 
knew  that  this  ship  was  sold  to  the  confederates  when  he  applied  for  the  use  of  the  Danish 
flag,  as  he  had  advanced  money  on  her  when  she  was  being  Duilt  for  the  confederates.  And 
what  is  more,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Danish  government  now  know  of  Puggaard's  complicity 
in  ^  matter.  Ajrman's  intention  in  sending  this  ship  here  was  to  get  her  out  of  France 
and  into  ^e  hands  of  the  confederates,  and  he  deceived  the  French  minister.  I  have  the 
police  on  the  watch  for  the  men  you  advised  me  of. 
I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRADFORD  R.  WOOD. 

Minister  Resident, 
JooH  BlOELOW,  Charge,  Sfc,,  Paris.  ^ 

I  have  made  the  request,  and  it  is  to  be  complied  with,  that  the  Danish  government  in- 
form the  governments  of  France  and  Spain  that  they  never  owned  the  Stoerkodder.  Will 
Sp^n  let  Uds  ship  go  to  sea  7    If  she  does  I  hope  she  may  lose  Cuba. 


[Endosurc^Translalion.  ] 

Bordeaux,  October^,  1864. 

After  the  trials  of  the  Stoerkodder,  on  the  SOth  instant,  had  taken  place,  I  informed  Mr. 
Arman  that  I  would  report  the  results  of  these  trials  to  the  ministry,  and  by  mv  request  he 
consented  to  await  the  nearer  determination  of  the  ministry  to  accept  or  reject  the  vessel  ac- 
cording to  the  statefnent  from  me,  as  stipulated  in  the  contract.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  tel- 
egram  of  the  23d  instant  from  the  ministry,  I  immediately,  as  commanded,  inaae  known  to 
Mr.  Arman  the  eimected  arrival  here  of  Etatsnad  Eskieden.  But  Mr.  Airman  has  to-day 
informed  me  that^e  Stoerkodder  had  gone  to  sea  yesterday,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the. 
Sound.  As  it  is  his  intention,  if  the  vessel  should  be  rejected  by  the  ^vemment,  because 
the  conditions  as  to  speed  and  draught  were  not  fulfilled  in  accordance  with  the  contract,  then 
toleav«  it  to  the  generosity  of  the  government  whether  they  wiU  receive  the  vessel  any  how. 
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and  on  wbat  conditionfi  other  than  those  stipnUted  in  the  contract,  all  of  which  I  do  omit 
to  herewith  inform  the  ministry. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  declaration  made  to  me  by  "  Expert,**  engaged  by 
•  me  to  attend  to  the  trial  of  the  Stoerkodder  and  to  certify  to  the  result. 

I  am,  &c,  

G.  SCHRUHEGDEN. 

COBIMISS^RIAT  AND  BOOK  OFFICE,  March  14,  1865. 
That  this  copy  is  in  oonfoimity  with  the  original  certifies  marine  minister. 

TCXEN. 

COFEKHAGEN,  March  14,  1865. 
[SEAL.]  P.  VEDEL. 


[Enclosnre.— Translation.  ] 

Ministry  of  Marine, 
Copenhagen,  December  21,  1864. 
By  letter  of  the  14th  instant  Mr.  Annan  has  commdnicated  that  he  has  empowered  Mr. 
Grosserean,  merchant,  as  his  representative,  to  make  a  final  adjustment  of  the  matter  of  the 
iron-clad  vessel  Stoerkodder,  and  in  this  manner— that  the  vessel  be  at  once  accepted  without 
any  other  loss  to  Mr.  Arman  than  the  interest,  or  that  the  contract  be  annulled  with  the  only 
compensation  in  damages  that  some  new  rank  be  given  him  &om  the  Danish  marine. 

In  accordance  herewith,  by  virtue  of  office,  it  is  communicated  that  the  minister  of  marine, 
notwithstanding  that  Mr.  Arman  has  failed  in  several  principal  points  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
he  has  taken  on  himself,  by  the  contract  of  the  31st  of  March,  this  year  to  deliver  the  Stoer- 
Jkodder,  relieves  him  from  the  contract  in  this  manner :  that  this  ^contract)  is  annulled  firom 
now  on  this  condition,  that  when  Mr.  Annan,  now  or  later,  lets  tne  vessel  depart  from  here, 
he  thereby  acknowledges  himself  to  have  no  demand  whatsoever  upon  the  Danisn  government. 
Grossereau  is  also  requested  to  remind  Mr.  Arman  that  the  expenses,  &c^  occasioned  by 
bringing  the  vessel  here  were  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  vessel  being  sent  here,  notwith- 
standing he  had  been  already  informed  at  Paris  that  he  alone  must  take  the  ri^  thereof. 

O.  LUTKEN. 
TUXEN. 
Hon.  R.  PncoAARD. 

Original  received. 

RUDOLPH  PUGGAARD. 

Commissariat  and  Book-keeping  Office,  March  14, 1865. 
That  this  copy  is  in  conformity  with  the  original  certifies  marine  ministry. 

TUXEN. 

[SEAL.] 

P.  VEDEL. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  the  crew  who  sail  with  me,  the  undersized,  who  commands  the  iion-clad  vessel  the 
Stoerkodder,  belonging  in  Bordeaux,  but  who  sails  under  the  Danish  flag,  of  tonnage  of 
the  bill  of  gauge  of  over  200  commerce  last,  with  which  I  now  intend  to  go  from  here  to 
Bordeaux. 

(Notice  on  the  list  that  the  six  French  engineers  were  discharged  on  the  5th  of  January, 

(Here  follows  a  list  of  the  crew,  Danes  and  Swedes,  and  some  forty-five  in  number.) 

B.  R.  W. 


[Enclosure.— Translation.  ] 
CertyicaU  to  the  iron-clad  veesd  Stoerkodder, 

General  Cubtom-rouse, 

Copenhagen,  December  30,  1864. 
The  secretary  of  the  general  custom-house  makes  known  that  the  iron-clad  vessel  Stoer 
kodder,  belonging  to  Ui*  Arman,  of  Bordeaux,  after  having  arrived  in  this  city  from  BorJ 
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deanx,  for  ihe  purpose  of  beiog  offered  for  sale  to  the  royal  Danisb  marine,  has  been  rejected 
after  triflJ ;  and  now  that  the  owner  intends  to  carry  her  back  to  France,  it  is  permitted  that 
the  above-named  vessel  depart  from  here  with  a  Danish  crew. 

BLUMBE. 

The  Kingdom's  Expedition  Office. 
Correct  copy. 

J.  WINTHER. 

Copenhagen,  March  14, 1865. 
[seal.]  • 

P.  VEDEL. 


r  Enclosure. — ^Translation.  ] 

Copenhagen,  December  31,  1864. 

On  the  petition  of  the  commercial  firm  of  Puggaard  &  Co.,  residing  at  this  place,  the  min- 
istry for  foreini  affairs,  on  its  part,  has  permitt^  the  iron  clad  vessel  StoerKodder,  on  the 
zetnm  from  Copenhagen  to  Bordeaux,  to  carry  the  Danish  flag. 

In  consideration  hereof,  the  above-named  vessel  is  to  be  treated  as  Danish  by  the  royal 
consuls  in  whatever  port  it  shall  enter  on  this  voyage,  wherefore  we  would  not  omit  to  com- 
monicate  this  legitimation. 

The  ministry,  in  conclusion,  will  add  that  no  outlay  for  the  aforesaid  vessel  must  be  made 
unless  the  aforenamed  commercial  firm  should  desire  it  and  guarantee  the  payment  thereof. 

BLUMBE. 

The  Royal  Consuls 

in  Sweden,  Nortoay,  Oreat  Britain,  Netherlands,  France, 

Protha  copia: 

[seal.]  p.  VEDEL. 


[Enclosure. — ^Translation.] 

Copenhagen,  December  31, 1864. 

The  ministry  of  foreign  affiairs  has,  by  request,  permitted  the  iron-clad  vessel  Stoerkodder, 
which  the  royal  government  once  intended  to  buy,  but  which  was  not  accepted,  on  its  return 
from  here  to  Bordeaux,  to  carry  the  Danish  flag,  but  with  the  implicit  instruction  that  this 
permission  is  only  granted  for  this  voyage. 

Your  honor  is  therefore  requested  to  see  to  it  that  this  vessel,  on  its  arrival  in  Bordeaux, 
strikes  the  Danish  flag,  in  regard  to  which  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  in  proper  time,  ex 
pects  to  receive  the  report  of  consul. 

The  return  of  a  document  of  legitimation  granted  by  me  to  the  vessel  must  be  demanded 
from  the  shipmaster  and  transmitted  here. 

BLUMBE. 

The  RoTAL  Consul  at  Bordeaux, 

True  copy: 

[SEAL.]  P.  VEDEL. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelaio, 

No.  105.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  5,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  give  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  note*  which  I  have  recently 
teceived  from  Mr.  Geofroy,  chargd  d'a&ires  of  the  Emperor,  concerning  a  pro- 
jected universal  exhibition  of  prodnctions,  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the 
fine  arts,  to  be  opened  at  Paris  on  the  Ist  of  May,  1867,  under  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  a  commission  in  which  his  serene  highness  the  Prince  Napoleon 
will  preside. 

You  will  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuvs  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
regards  the  project  thus  described  witn  great  favor,  as  weS  because  of  the  ben- 

*  See  cozrespondence  with  the  French  legation  of  ^th  ultimo.  C^r^r^ri]r> 


256  DIPLOHATIO  CXMKKESPOHDESrOK 

efidal  inflaenoe  it  may  be  expected  to  exert  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  nations 
as  of  its  tendency  to  preserve  peace  and  mutnal  friendsnip  amon^  them. 

The  Prince  Napoleon  ijs  most  favorably  known  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
and  his  connexion  with  the  exhibition  will  increase  its  proper  prestige  in  the 
eyes  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

What  the  executive  government  can  do  by  way  of  concurrence  in  the  noble 
purpose  of  .his  Miyesty  will,  therefore,  be  very  cheerfully  done.  The  design 
and  arranffements#will  be  promptly  promukated.  For  the  present,  you  noli 
confer  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  asa  speciu  agent  of  this  government,  and  will 
brin^  yourself  into  near  relations  with  the  prince. 

This  is  as  far,  however,  as  the  'President  is  able  to  proceed  without  special 
l^slative  authority.  Application  for  that  authority  wul  be  made  to  Oongress 
when  it  shall  have  convened.  In  the  mean  time  this  department  will  receive 
and  give  due  attention  to  any  suggestionB  which  the  government  of  France  may 
desire  to  offer  with  a  view  to  a  complete  soeceas  of  the  contemplated  exhibitioa. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedieot  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  ^v.,  8fc.,  ^c 


Mr  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  68.]  Lbgation  op  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

Paru,  April  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  a  translation  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the 
Memorial  Diplomatique  of  Saturday  last,  purporting  to  give  the  basis  of  certain 
peace  negotiations  in  progress  in  Oana^  oetween  persons  representing  the 
United  States  and  the  confederate  in^nrgents.  The  quasi  official  character 
of  this  hebdomadal  satisfies  me  that  the  government  wish  the  facts  there  stated 
to  be  believed.  I  was  confirmed  in  this  Opinion  when  I  saw  the  article  promptly 
reappear  in  all  the  official  journals. 

I  am,  sur,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State^  9fc,t  4^.,  4^* 


[Translated  from  the  Memorial  Diplomatique  of  April  2,  1865.  ] 

Private  advices  from  a  reliable  source  informs  us  that  negotiations  with  a  view  to  peace 
are  again  carried  on  between  the  north  And  south  of  the  United  States. 

The  scene  of  these  negotiations  has  thus  fas  been  in  Toronto,  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada, 
where  there  are  always  mrge  numbers  of  northern  and  southern  politicians,  and  where  the 
confederate  agents  of  the  two  governments  met. 

After  discussing  for  a  long  time  the  conditions  of  a  possible  reconciliation,  the  agent  of 
the  federal  government  left  for  Washington,  bringing  with  him  an  outline  of  a  treaty  on  the 
foUowing  basis : 

1.  Restoration  of  the  Union. 

2.  Abolition  of  slavery. 

3.  A  general  convention  of  all  the  States  to  be  held  for  the  puri>OBe  of  introdudng  into 
the  Constitation  amendments  such  as  the  formal  and  eznlicit  recognition  of  State  rights,  the 
defence  to  Congress  to  make  anv  laws  relative  to  the  colored  population,  after  the  abolition 
of  slavenTf  and  a  modification  of  the  electoral  system  with  reirara  to  presidential  elections. 

The  first  of  these  amendments  would  put  an  end  to  all  discussions  concernhig  State 
sovereiffnty ;  the  second  would  finally  settle  the  condition  of  the  colored  people ;  and  Uie 
third  snould  be  so  contrived  as  to  diminish  electond  agitations  by  making  it  impossible  for 
one  of  the  two  sections  of  the  countiy  to  ^ect  a^flpesideat  without  the  assent  of  ti^  other. 
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Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  BigeJow, 

No.  108.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wcishingtoiiy  April  8,  1865. 

Sin :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  17th  of 
March,  No.  62,  in  which  you  give  me  the  result  of  a  conversation  you  held  with 
Mr.Drouyn  de  Lhuys  on  the  17th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  our  relations  with  France. 
That  paper  has  heen  read  with  interest,  tod  your  proceedings  are  approved. 

The  same  mail  that  brings  your  despatch  bears  to  us  intelligence  of  the 
attempted  escape  ^m  Ferrol  of  the  Stonewall,  in  order  to  enter  upon  a  mreer 
of  piratical  depredations  upon  American  commerce,  which  was  only  frustrated 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  United  States  cruisers  in  that  vicinity. 

This  occurrence  and  the  rapid  decadence  of  the  rebellion,  since  your  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  will  justify  a  recurrence  te  the  subject  at  an 
eariy  opportunity.  / 

The  insurrection  has  now  no  port  or  access  to  the  sea,  no  fixed  seat  of  its 
pretended  government,  no  coherent  civil  administration,  no  army  that  is  not,  in 
consequence  of  repeated  defeats,  rapidly  dissolving  into  fragments,  and  the  only 
ships  that  assume  to  carry  its  flag  are  those  foreign-built  vessels,  which,  from 
the  day  their  keels  were  laid  on  neutral  soil,  have  never  ventured  to  approach 
within  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  scene  of  the  insurrection,  and  have  only  derived 
their  ability  to  rob  and  plunder  from  the  concession  to  them  of  belligerent 
privileges  by  powers  which  have  repeatedly  assured  us  of  their  disposition  to 
be  neutral  in  ue  strife. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
By  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^ ,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seioard. 

fTwo  endosores.] 

No.  75.]  Lbgation  op  the  IJNrTBD  States, 

PariSy  April  17,  1665. 

Sir:  The  "corps  legislatif"  have  finally  disposed  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  address  from  the  throne  which  related  specially  to  America.  The 
one  deploring  the  blood  shed  for  a  foreign  prince  in  Mexico  provoked  a  lengthy 
and  somewhat  angry  debate,  though  the  opposition  was  confined  exclusively, 
I  believe,  to  the  "republican  wing  of  the  assembly,  neither  Berryer  nor  Thiers 
speaking  or  voting.  Out  of  two  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  but  sixteen  Voted 
for  the  amendment.  No  different  result  was  to  have  been  anticipated,  as  the 
Mexican  policy  of  the  government  stands  more  in  need  than  any  other,  at  the 
present  moment,  of  the  unqualified  support  of  the  chambers.  A  report  of  this 
debate  translated  from  the  Moniteur  will  be  found  enclosed. 

The  speeches  of  Messrs.  Corta  And  Rouher  show  what  view  the  government 
wishes  should  be  taken  of  its  efforts  thus  far  to  found  a  European  dvnasty  in 
Mexico.    It  will  be  seen  that  these  gentlemen  have  made  the  most  of  the  con- . 
dilatory  tone  taken  by  your  representatives  abroad  in  reference  to  the  future'ot 
the  President's  policy  toward  foreign  states  in  the  western  hemisphere. 

The  other  amendment,  tendering  sympathies  and  thanks  to  the  United  States 
for  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  civil  liberty,  was  not  debated.  M.  Pelletan  made  a 
short  speech,  but  the  news  of  Lee's  night,  and  the  evacuation  of  Petersbuig 
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^  and  Ricbmond,  had  reached  the  house  oulj  a  few  momeDts  before  he  begao,  and 
the  members  were  not  in  the  humor  at  that  moment,  as  you  may  suppose,  to 
have  the  relations  of  France  with  the  United  States  made  the  subject  of  a  general 
discussion.  The  majority,  at  least,  required  time  to  take  counsel  before  defining 
their  position  upon  questions  which  the  news  of  the  day  rendered  more  delicate 
than  ever.  M.  Pelletan,  who,  I  was  told,  had  intended  to  enter  at  considerable 
length  into  our  affairs,  found  in  the  events  reported  by  telegiaph  logic  more 
conclusive  than  any  he  had  to  offer,  and  so  contented  himself  withV  brief  am- 
plification of  the  amendment.  After  a  thrilling  allusion  to  the  news,  he  asked 
the  chamber  to  send  its  felicitations  across  the  Atlantic. 

A  report  of  M.  Pelletau's  speech,  translated  from  the  Moniteur,i8  also  enclosed. 
The  amendment  received  twenty -four  votes,  eight  more  than  were  given  for  the 
Mexican  amendment. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Stcretary  of  StcUe,  Sfc.,  8fC,,  Sfc, 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

CORPS  LEGISLATIP  OP  FRANCE— SE8SIOK  OF  THE  lOTH  APRIL,  1865.    ^ 

PRESIDENCY  OF  M.   SCHNEIDER,   VlCE-PRESmEMT. 

Debate  on  the  amendment  to  the  address  about  Mexico. — (Translated  from  the  Monitemr, 

AprU  II,  18()5.) 

President  Schneider.  There  were  two  amendments  on  paragraph  sixteen.  The  modi- 
fications demanded  iof  the  fii'st  amendment  having  been  obtained,  it  requires  no  further  no- 
tice from  us ;  the  second  remains  for  consideration.  It  is  presented  by  Messrs.  Belhment, 
Jules  Favre,  and  others,  and  is  thus  expressed :  **  In  Mexico  we  more  than  erer  deplore 
the  blood  shed  for  a  foreign  prince,  the  national  sovereignty  unrecognized,  and  our  future 
policy  badly  entangled,  (mat  engagL)  In  conformity  with  the  declarations  of  the  govern- 
ment we  await  the  recall  of  our  troops.'* 

11.  Ji}LE8  Favre  has  the  floor  for  the  development  of  this  amendment.  Gentleman,  said 
he,  1  am  almost  abashed  at  rising  to  speak  again.  [Speak !  speak !] 

We  demand  by  our  amendment  that  our  troops  shall  be  immediately  recalled;  in  the  solu- 
tion ol  this  question  the  country  is  deeply  interested.  I  waive  as  inopportune  all  discussion 
upon  the  origin  of  the  war  9i  Mexico,  and  1  take  the  facts  of  the  case  as  they  present  them- 
selves at  this  moment.  i 

The  emperor  Maximilian  has  founded  in  Mexico  an  official  empire.  I  earnestly  desire 
that  Uie  condition  of  the  country  may  permit  of  a  complete  pacification,  and  that  a  govern- 
ment may  there  develop  the  tiue  elements  of  stability  and  greatness ;  but  I  do  not  desire 
that  France  should  contribute  to  this  work,  nor  that  she  should  lavish  her  arms  and  her 
wealth  to  sustain  a  foreign  power  that  ought  to  stand  by  its  own  proper  strength. 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  articles  of  the  Moniteur,  the  emperor  of  Mexi^co  has  been  received 
with  universal  enthusiasm ;  the  whole  population  hailed  him  as  a  saviour.  Among  the  dia- 
afi'ected  there  weie  none  but  brigands  and  anarchists,  who,  thank  God !  were  there,  as  else- 
where^ in  a  very  small  minority. 

Thus  everything  is  going  on  well,  if  we  judge  from  the  official  documents.  True,  we 
have  not  the  power  to  consult  other  statements ;  and,  inasmuch  as  nothing  relating  to  this 
question  has  been  laid  before  the  Chamber,  I  consider  that  it  has  been  treated  with  disrespect. 
nhy  this  silence 7    All  political  documents  are  our  common  property. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  remark,  that  by  the  side  of  these  official  declarations  we  have  others 
which  contiadict  them,  and  which  affirm  that  the  country  has  never  ceased  to  be  in  a  state 
of  war. 

The  first  fact  that  strikes  us  is,  that  the  emperor  Maximilian,  ever  since  he  touched  the 
soil  of  Mexico,  has  found  it  impossible  to  comorm  to  the  programme  he  traced  out  for  him- 
sell'.  You  have  not  forgotten  the  declaration  of  Maximilian  at  Miramar,  when  he  replied  to 
tne  deputation  which  came  to  ofier  him  the  crown,  that  he  accepted  it,  but  only  upon  the 
condition  that  he  held  it  by  the  will  of  the  whole  nation.  This  declaration  was  also  made  by 
the  I^ench  government.  In  reference  to  this  the  minister  of,  foreign  affairs,  who  was  the 
interpreter  ot  the  imperial  letter  of  July  3,  1862,  wrote  on  the  i7th  of  August,  1663:  **The 
goveiuuient  will  submit  to  the  Mexican  people  Uie  question  of  the  political  regime,  which  is 
to  be  definitely  established." 
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Upon  snch  promises  Maximilian  departed ;  and  such  are  the  conditions  enjoined  npon  him 
bj  France.  These  conditions  are  succinctly  insisted  on  bj  the  despatch  of  J 7th  of  August, 
1063.  The  orator  read  an  extract  from  this  despatch  whicii  set  forth  the  manner  in  which 
the  Mexican  people  should  be  called  to  fi^ivc  their  verdict,  so  that  there  might  be  no  shadow 
of  a  doubt  as  to  the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  nation. 

Nowhere,  continued  the  orator,  could  we  find  more  rei»onable  words,  but  they  seem  to  be 
dictated  by  i^onorable  and  very  singular  illusions,  since  the  minister  who  wrote  them  sup- 
posed that  no  sooner  should  the  emperor  Maximilian  arrive  at  Mexico  than  he  would  be 
greeted  by  a  submissive  and  sympathetic  nation,  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  do  but  to 
apply  to  tne  rural  magistrates  (gardes  champStres)  to  insure  the  elections.  [Noise.] 

Unhappily  Uiis  was  not  the  case,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  place,  not  the  entire  truth, 
nnce  we  are  not  able  to  get  at  that,  but  a  few  figures  alongside  of  the  letter  which  states  the 
indispensable  conditions  for  the  establishment  of  the  new  government. 

The  honorable  member  read  a  document  from  which  it  appeared  that,  during  the  year 
1B64,  there  were  8,070  men  put  hors  de  combat,  1,601  of  whom  were  killed ;  179  cannon  had 
been  taken  by  the  French,  as  also  2,630  muskets  and  1,400  horses.  Such,  gentlemen,  was, 
in  lt%4,  the  state  of  a  country  that  they  called,  and  still  continue  to  call,  pacified.  I  will 
not  present  to  the  Chamber  the  sorrowful  episodes,  the  deeds  of  arms  in  which  French  blood 
so  fineely  flowed,  the  treachery  of  certain  Mexicans  who,  after  having  betrayed  their  country, 
betray^  the  Frenchmen  of  their  party,  basely  abandoning  them,  and  delivering  them  into 
the  hands  of  their  countrymen. 

These  facta  prove  that  Mexico  is  still  in  a  state  of  war ;  and  this  is  yet  further  proved  by 
the  siege  of  Oajaca,  where  Marshal  Bazaine  has  been  obliged  to  go,  which  has  been  attended 
by  much  sacrifice,  and  has  ended  in  the  taking  of  some  thousands  of  men.  I  ask  the  gov- 
ernment if  it  desires  such  a  position  of  afiairs  to  continue^  if  it  intends  to  prolong  such  expe- 
ditions ;  for  not  only  have  we  gone  to  Monterey,  but  I  believe  I  speak  the  truth  when  I  say 
that  preparations  are  now  making  for  an  expedition  into  Sonora. 

Now,  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  province  knows  that  there  are  di£Sculties  there  which, 
if  not  insurmountable  for  our  courageous  soldiers,  are,  at  least,  very  terrible  for  them. '  What 
business  have  we  to  put  ourselves  in  such  a  situation  ?  Is  that  what  we  have  been  prom- 
ised ?  Should  not  the  emperor  Maximilian,  once  placed  upon  the  throne,  be  able  to  defend 
himself  7     Moreover,  what  does  all  this  mean  ? 

We  proclaim  the  principle  of  nationalities  in  Germany  and  in  Italy,  and  just  now  an  hon- 
orable member  of  the  majority  reproached  me  for  not  having  laid  sufficient  stress  on  this. 
And  we  weiH  to  Mexico  to  establish  a  government  by  the  sword ;  when  it  was  established, 
instead  of  recalling  our  army  we  place  ourselves  in  the  alternative  of  a  disaster,  or  of  an  in- 
terminable war  against  the  peoples  who  may  continually  present  themselves  upon  the  field 
of  battle.  In  fact,  not  only  do  tne  documents  attest  that  Mexico  is  not  pacified,  that  the  de 
clarations  of  the  government  are  contrary  to  truth,  but  the  partisans  of  Maximilian  acknowl- 
edge that  the  present  army  is  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  his  power,  and  that  it  is 
even  necessary  to  augment  its  proportions. 

The  orator  read  a  migment  of  an  article  taken  from  an  official  journal  of  Mexico,  which 
speaks  of  the  ill  usage  that  the  friends  of  the  new  regime  are  likely  to  experience,  and  which 
ill  usage  will  have  a  tendency  to  abate  the  devotion  of  the  partisans  of  the  empire,  and  to 
hinder  the  populations  to  co-operate  actively  in  the  work  of  pacification.  The  writer  of  the 
article  thinks  it  will  be  necessary  to  maintain  a  French  army  of  45,000  men  in  Mexico. 
This,  gentlemen,  is  what  has  been  printed  under  the  eyes  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  and  this 
is  the  family  council  which  is  indispensable  for  him  to  maintain  himself  upon  the  throne  and 
to  enable  him  to  exercise  his  guardianship  over  Mexico.  [Different  movements.  Approba- 
tion from  some  benches.  ] 

This  must  be  energetically  confuted  here.  In  the  commissions  of  stipplementary  credits 
last  year  it  was  said  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  should  not  be  a  French  soldier  in  Mexico. 
This  promise  has  shared  the  fate  of  many  others ;  I  will  not  say  ministerial,  but  human  prom- 
ises. It  must,  however,  be  fulfilled,  for  it  would  be  deceiving  the  Chamber  and  the  country 
to  protest  that  we  were  concentrating  around  Mexico,  while  we  were  undertaking  to  conquer 
by  armed  force  a  country  ten  times  larger  than  France,  and  where  the  guerilla.s,  who  are  the 
strength  of  the  nation,  and  in  whom  its  patriotism  has  taken  refuge — [loud  disapprobation.] 

His  Excellency  M.  KouiiCR,  minister  of  state.  Do  not  speak  ot  brigands  in  such  terms^ 

M  Garnier  Pages.  They  said  also  **  brigands  of  the  Loire  in  1815.'* 

Mr.  Pi€x:iONE.  I  ask  to  -speak  against  the  amendment 

>lr.  Jules  Favre.  We  have  the  right  to  say  that,  since  the  government  pretends  that 
Mexico  is  pacified,  and  that  ]\faxiinilian  is  hailed  by  the  popular  sympathy,  it  shall  no 
longer  maintain  around  his  throne  a  force  which  might  be  so  necessary  to  France. 

I  conclude  by  callmg  the  attention  of  all  the  thinking  men  who  hear  me  to  a  danger  ap- 
parent to  all,  and  which  is  too  serious  to  be  slighted. 

In  1863,  when  the  expedition  was  in  process  of  formation,  I  took  the  liberty  of  warning 
the  Chamber  of  the  dangers  and  contingencies  which  might  arise  from  a  contest  with  the 
United  States. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  deeply  the  American  heart  has  been  wounded  by  our  expedi- 
tion to  Mexico.    And  may  we  not  fear  that  at  the  termination  of  a  terrible,  a  gigantic  war, 
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which  has  oAlIed  all  men  of  action  to  the  hattle-field,  their  annieSf  disbanded  bj  peace,  shonM 
rush  into  Mexico  ?  Let  onr  troops  retnm  then ;  let  them  retnm  then  immediately.  It  is 
the  desire  of  all  France,  and  we  ask  of  jon  to  fulfil  it.    [Approbation  from  several  benches.] 

President  Schneider.  M.  Corta  has  the  floor.    [Movement  of  attention.  ] 

Mr.  CoRTA.  The  Chamber  will,  I  hope,  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  about  Mexico.  Havine 
been  honored  with  a  mission  to  that  country,  I  come  to  bear  witness  of  what  I  have  seen.  I 
mast  premise  that  the  impressions  which  I  brinn^  thence  do  not  agree  with  what  the  last 
speaker  has  just  said. 

The  Hon.  M.  Jules  Favre  declared  that  he  would  not  go  back  to  the  origin  of  the  expedi- 
tion, but  would  confine  himself  to  existing  facts.    On  this  point  I  will  follow  his  exunple. 

He  has  examined  the  situation  of  Mexico  in  regard  to  its  present  sovereign ;  in  regard  to 
its  pacification ;  in  regard  to  our  army :  in  a  word,  in  regard  to  the  contingencies  of  war  with 
the  United  States.  £^fore  following  him  into  these  dii&rent  questions,  I  ask  the  permission 
of  the  Chamber  to  lay  before  it  a  few  preliminary  observations.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  first 
question  to  examine  is,  what  faith  can  be  placed  in  the  future  of  Mexico  f  A  Frenchman 
who  had  lived  a  long  time  in  that  country  once  said  to  me,  *^  I  have  seen  so  many  successive 
revolutions  in  Mexico ;  I  have  so  often  seen  the  country  ready  to  fall,  and  yet  recover  itself, 
that  even  before  the  intervention  I  said  to  myself,  Mexico  cannot  perish.  And  indeed  this 
country,  even  in  tbe  midst  of  its  disturbances,  had  always  a  principle  of  vitality  which  gave 
sure  promise  for  its  future  destiny'.' 

What  are  the  causes  of  this  vitality  7  In  the  first  place,  its  extent:  is,  not  as  M.  Jules  Favre 
said,  ten  times,  but  three  times  and  a  half  as  large  as  France ;  situated  in  the  centre  of  America, 
touching  the  north  on  one  side,  and  the  south  on  the  other,  and  washed  by  two  oceans,  this 
country  unites  all  the  advantages  of  geographical  position  to  a  soil  of  universal  fertility. 

The  subsoil  is  so  rich  that^  at  the  time  when  the  treasures  of  Mexico  wefe  being  spread 
through  the  entire  world,  Humboldt  said  these  riches  had  scarcely  begun  to  be  developed, 
and  this  opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the  celebrated,  engineer  M.  Lam,  who 
was  sent  from  France  to  Mexico. 

Mexico  is,  therefore,  a  highly  fHvored  country,  in  an  agricultural  and  commercial  point  of 
view.    Having  thus  shown  its  natural  advantages,  let  us  now  see  what  man  has  done  for  it. 

When  Fernanda  Cortez  conquered  Mexico,  lie  overthrew  not  onlvthe  throne  of  Montezuma, 
but  a  civilization,  the  importance  of  which  is  attested  by  history,  oy  tradition,  and  by  monu- 
ments still  extant  in  the  country.  What  has  been  substituted  for  this  civilization  ?  The 
Spaniards  gave  Mexico  Catholicism,  without  themselves  following  its  precepts.  The  natives 
were  excluded  from  all  public  offices ;  certain  branches  of  industry  and  knowledge  were 
closed  to  them,  in  the  interest  of  commerce  and  the  church.  Spain,  m  short,  did  not  restrict 
herself  to  dra^vin^  from  Mexico  the  Silver  that  she  scattered  over  the  whole  earth ;  she  levied 
from  its  products  in  order  to  aliment  her  colonial  budgets,  and  to  raise  immense  sums  of  money, 
which  she  poured  into  her  treasury  at  Madrid.  During  all  this  time  nothing  was  undertaken 
in  Mexico  for  its  own  interest,  but  solely  for  that  of  Spain ;  then  came  its  independence 
proclaimed  in  1810,  and  realized  in  1820. 

What  was  tins  independence  and  for  whose  profit  was  it  declared  t  The  Spaniards  left  be- 
hind them  in  Mexico  the  old  natives,  the  Indians,  whom  they  had  long  enslaved,  but  who 
wore  submissive  and  resigned ;  a  race  somewhat  weak,  but  industrious  and  intelligent,  im- 
penetrated with  the  sentiment  of  religion  and  the  love  of  home. 

The  ][ndians  formed  four-fifths  of  niei  population.  The  Spaniards  thus  left  behind  them  a 
new  people,  bom  of  their  admixture  with  the  natives,  the  Mexicans  properly  so  called. 

For  wnose  profit  was  the  independence  proclaimed  ?  For  the  profit  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  population  7  No,  but  for  a  Mexican  oligarchy,  divided  into  two  pretty  nearly  equal 
parties,  the  liberals  and  the  conservatives,  who  were  constantly  fighting  wim  each  other,  sword 
m  hand,  ibr  the  supremacy,  oppressing  the  Indians  and  pillaging  the  people  they  were  ap- 
pointed to  govern ;  thus  with  the  Spaniards  came  tyranny,  witli  inaepend^ce,  anarchy ; 
nature  had  done  everythiuff  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  man  seemed  bent  on  its 
niin.  It  has  not  perished,  it  has  not  even  feebly  prosx>ered.  The  reason  is,  that  outside  ihe 
Mexican  oligarchy  the  Indians,  a  patient  and  tenacious  race,  have  never  ceased  to  labor,  and 
that  foreigners  have  continued  their  traffic,  which  consists  in  the  exchange  of  the  mineral 
productions  of  Mexico  against  the  fabricated  productions  of  Europe. 

Is  a  nation  which  has  resisted  oppression  and  anarchy,  and  which  possesses  a  most  fertile 
soil,  capable  of  prosperity  7  The  reply  cannot  be  dubious.  To  rise  again  it  needs  but  two 
things — a  regular  government  and  time.  [Very  good,  very  good:]  It  unquestionably  has  a 
regular  government.  From  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico  the  progress  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  has 
h^en  a  triumph.  To  the  Indian  he  is  the  man  coming  from  the  east,  with  blue  eyes  and 
golden  hair,  who  is  to  regenerate  the  country. 

'  The  Indians  have,  therefore,  with  a  sort  of  innocence,  but  with  genuine  enthusiasm,  h^lod 
the  emperor  Maximilian  as  a  deliverer.. 

The  clerical  conservatives,  who  form  a  half  of  the  Mexican  element,  have  rallied  around  him, 
as  have  also  those  moderate  men  among  the  liberals,  who  have  become  tired  of  civil  war  and 
are  persuaded  that  the  republican  form  of  government  is  not  suited  to  the  interest  of  the 
country.  This  majority  of  the  Mexican  element  has  hailed  the  empire  as  the  only  hope  of  the 
nation,  its  only  anchor  of  salvation.    A  solitary  group  of  men  has  held  itself  idoof ;  tor  these 
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men  civil  war  is  a  necessity,  a  habit,  an  existence,  and  like  Porftrio  Dias,  at  Oajaca,  thoy 
will  not  throw  down  their  arms  until  thej  are  forced  to  surrender  at  discretion. 

Such  are  the  sentiments  which  greeted  the  emperor  Maximilian.  It  may  be  said  that 
upon  his  arrival  in  Mexico  he  was  crowned  by  the  universal  suffrage  of  the  people,  who 
called  him  to  reign  over  them.    (Very  good,  very  good.) 

The  orator  gave  a  full  expos6  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  goveriynent  of  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian for  the  reoi]ganliation  of  the  finances,  the  military  affairs,  public  instruction,  and  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  empire;  also  for  the  regulating  the  delicate  question  of  the 
goods  of  the  clergy.  He  entered  into  circumstantial  details  upon  the  financial  situation  of 
the  country ;  upon  the  resources  which  could  be  looked  for  from  taxation  and  the  mines — 
resources  considerable  in  themselves,  but  which  would  not  exempt  the  government  from  the 
necessity  of  raising  loans — upon  the  foreign  debt  of  Mexico,  the  operations  of  which  are 
regularly  carried  on ;  upon  its  inteinal  debt,  consisting  of  bonds,  issued  by  the  difiereut 
governments  which  have  succeeded  one  another. 

The  lateness  of  the  hour  obliged  the  honorable  member  to  defer  the  remainder  of  his  speech 
until  to-morrow.    The  stance  was  closed  at  twenty  minutes  past  six. 

M.  CORTA.  In  yesterday's  session,  gentlemen,  I  exhibited  Mexico,  with  all  its  vitality — 
its  financial  resources,  its  popular  government,  and  the  prosperity  which  a  regular  ad  minis 
tration  and  time  g^rantee  to  it;  tor  time  is  of  necessity  the  auxiliary  of  all  great  things. 
To  this  picture  I  would  make  but  one  addition.  I  .wish  to  speak  of  the  popular  curreut 
which  begins  to  set  towards  Mexico.  Foreign  capital,  and  emigrants  who  possess  a  keen 
scent  for  political  affairs,  are  now  to  be  found  in  Mexico.  A  national  bank  has  been  estab- 
lished, and  its  immunities  have  been  granted  to  influential  and  distinguished  houses  in  France 
and  England ;  grants  have  also  been  made  for  the  construction  of  numerous  railroads.  The 
most  important  of  these  grants,  viz.,  for  the  line  to  run  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico, 
has  been  given  to  a  very  large  English  company  having  a  capital  of  135,000,000,  and  who 
are  able  to  send  on  15,000  laoorers  to  carry  on  the  work.  Besides  all  this,  there  are  grants 
for  the  line  of  steam  packets  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  along  the  bhores  of  the  Pacific,  as 
well  as  for  the  working  of  different  kinds  of  mines.  The  Chaml^r  will  see  clearlv  that  foreign 
capital  and  foreign  settlers,  who  have  had  grants  of  lani  made  to  them,  will  not  be  kept 
away  from  Mexico  on  account  of  the  threatening  contingencies  to  which  the  honorable  M. 
'  Jules  Favre  alluded  in  his  speech  yesterday.  I  take  up  the  question  which  he  raised-  the 
question  of  the  pacification  of  Mexico — from  the  point  of  view  of  the  return  of  our  army. 

The  duration  of  this  pacification  is  explained  by  the  extent  of  the  Mexican  territory,  and 
by  the  half  century  of  war  and  anarchy  which  has  reigned  upon  this  temtory.  The  end  ot 
the  pacification  has  been  found  subordinate  to  facts  which  I  ask  leave  to  point  out.  The 
principal  fact  is  the  occupation  of  the  seaports.  A  number  of  these  ports,  either  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  or  on  the  Pacific,  were  occupied  until  latelv  by  Juarez  or  his  nartisans ;  they 
collected  the  revenues  of  several  custom-houses,  and  with  these  resources  tney  maintained 
their  corps  d*armie.  An  insurrectionary  body,  compelled  to  take  its  subsistence  firom  the 
country  in  which  it  lives,  renders  itself  odious  by  the  requisitions  it  is  forced  to  make,  and 
recruiting  itself  at  the  expense  of  the  country,  it  quickly  exhausts  itself  in  exhausting  the 
country.  Therefore  external  revenues  were  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  insurgents,  and 
I  regret  to  say  that,  until  lately,  such  resources  have  been  left  at  their  disppsm.  But  at 
present,  thanks  to  the  co-operation  of  the  land  and  sea  forces,  all  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  are  occupied  either  by  our  troops  or  by  those  of  the  emperor  Maximilian.  The 
insurgents  are  deprived  of  the  seaboard — that  is,  of  the  means  of  obtaining  supplies,  and 
hence  one  of  the  causes,  in  fact  the  principal  cause,  of  the  duration  of  the  insurrection  no 
longer  exists. 

The  political  situation  of  Mexico  furnishes  another  fact  to  which  the  pacification  was  also 
subordinate.  The  Chamber  knows  that  Mexico,  after  having  vainly  entreated  Europe  for 
kings,  formed  itself  into  a  republic — now  federative,  then  military,  and  then  again  federative. 
Under  the  rule  of  the  federative  republic  several  provinces  declared  themselves  independent : 
tiiey  established  mints  and  arsenals  in  some  of  the  principal  localities.  These  arsenals,  con- 
taining considerable  supplies  and  munitions  of  war,  were  so  many  torches  ready  to  kindle 
insurrection.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  in  Mexico  the  pronunciamientos,  which  have  been 
followed  by  revolutions,  have  always  come  from  the  provinces  to  invade  the  capital!  Well, 
when  Oigaca  was  captured,  with  all  the  inhabitants  and  property  it  contained,  I  think  the 
last  military  arsenal  of  the  insurrection  was  destroyed.  Juarez  took  refuge  in  Sonora,  aban- 
doning his  baggage  and  pari  of  his  treasure.  I  am  ignorant  whether  or  not  he  has  been  able 
to  procure  fresn  military  supplies,  or  raise  new  recruits.  It  is  possible  that  an  expedition 
agunst  him  may  move  toward  Sonora;  if  so,  I  do  not  think  it  will  meet  with  serious  resist- 
ance, and  I  am  convinced  it  will  be  the  last  expedition  undertaken. 

Another  fact  in  the  light  of  the  pacification  of^  brigandage  arises  from  the  state  of  perpetual 
war,  and  the  predominance  of  armed  force  in  Mexico.  The 'Country  people,  and  even  the 
inhabitants  of^ towns,  unarmed,  without  protection  from  government,  and  living  far  apart, 
have  contracted  the  fatal  habit  of  allowing  themselves  to  be  robbed,  without  making  resist- 
ance; from  this  have  resulted  encouragement  to  brigandage  and  impunity  to  crime.  In  ordnr 
to  remedy  these  evils,  the  Mexican  government  formed  a  country  police,  (jgardes  rurales, ) 
commanded  by  captains  named  by  the  emperor,  and  composed  of  the  best  elements  of  the  old 
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Mexican  annr.  The  best  resnlts  maj  be  boped  from  the  instiiution  of  this  police  force. 
Thofl,  from  the  point  of  view  of  military  pacification,  of  the  suppression  of  a  possible  though 
slieht  resistance  at  the  extreme  north  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  light  of  the  pacification  of  brig- 
andage, there  is  a  prospect  of  peace  and  quiet  at  a  more  or  less  distant  period. 

But,  gentlemen,  even  when  a  great  incendiary  is  extinguished,  it  must  be  watched,  leet 
it  break  forth  again.  In'presence  of  the  elements  of  disorder  which  the  civil  war  has  left  in 
Mexico;  and  taking  into  consideration  the  revolutionary  principles  rife  in  the  Mexican  army, 
a  disciplined  arm^,  faithful  and  devoted  to  its  duty  and  its  nag,  is  still  needful  in  Mexico, 
not  only  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  the  nation,  but  to  insure  its  safety ;  and  this  army 
should  be  an  European  one.  [Movement.  ]  Should  this  European  army  b«  a  French  army  T 
Ought  the  French  army  be  still  maintained  in  Mexico  f  The  authors  of  the  amendment  de- 
mand the  immediate  return  of  the  army.  This  is  not  admissible.  In  fact,  to  recall  our  army 
would  be  to  compromise  the  work  just  begun;  and,  in  case  of  the  overthrow  of  that  wo^, 
to  expose  our  policy  to  the  ridicule  of  Europe.  To  I'ecall  our  army — that  is  to  say,  to  abandon 
those  who  ha>e  accepted  the  intervention,  and  have  rallied  around* the  throne,  to  expose  them 
to  the  consequences  which  might  follow  such  a  proceeding,  would  be  to  commit  an  act  un- 
worthy of  France.  In  the  place  of  our  flag  too  hastily  furled,  France  would  leave  her  honor 
sullied.  France  may  be  asked  to  saciifice  her  wealth,  but  her  honor  never.  [Very  good, 
verv  good.  ] 

Bnt^  gentlemen,  as  the  foreign  legioq  and  the  auxiliary  corps  of  Belgians  and  Austrians — 
Austrians  who  have  already  givenproofs  of  their  bravery  and  firmness — become  dev^lop^ed, 
and  the  empire  consolidated,  the  Fiench  army  can  be  gradually  reduced  and  finally  with- 
drawn. Our  flag  should  never  cease  to  wave  in  Mexico  until  all  the  advantages  that  France 
upholds  there  aie  guaranteed  and  sure.  Shall  our  flag  be  furled  before  tlie  chances  of  a  war 
that  may  result  from  peace  in  the  United  States  7  This  is  the  last  question  examined  yester- 
day by  our  honorable  colleague,  Mr.  Jules  Favre,  and  upon  which  I  asked  permission  to 
express  the  opinion  that  I  had  gathered  in  Mexico.  In  that  country  these  chances  preoccupy 
tLe  public  mind  much  less  than  in  Europe.  I  will  quote  Ibe  opinion  of  General  Smith,  when, 
in  1847,  he  occupied  the  city  of  Mexico.  After  General  Jackson's  expedition,  he  was  asked 
if  the  United  States  intended  to  keep  Mexico  for  themselves ;  he  repliea,  *'  Why  should  they  7 
Mexico  is  an  old  country,  having  its  own  religion,  its  own  customs ;  its  population,  though 
thin,  is  scattered  over  its  whole  extent.  The  United  States  want  deserts  to  people  and  virgin 
soil  to  work,  upon  which  their  institutions  may  readily  be  implanted.  Mexico  is  not  to  our 
taste,  and  deserts  and  waste  lands  abound  in  America.** 

Since  these  words  were  uttered,  Sonora  and  the  unsold  property  of  the  clergy  have  been 
offered  to  the  United  States  by  President  Juarez,  for  seventy-five  million  (francs?)  but  the 
American  government  and  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  have  refused  to  negotiate,  thoueh 
thrice  urged  by  Juarez.  But  will  the  proclivities  of  the  United  States  government  be  modi- 
fied hereafter  7  And  first,  in  what  concerns  the  president  of  the  south,  Mr.  Davis,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  turn  to  his  message  of  1863,  to  see  that  he  completely  recognizes  what  has  been 
established  in  Mexico,  and  that  he  desires  to  emertain  none  but  friendly  relations  with  its 
new  government.  This  is  what  he  says :  **  Mexico. — The  events  of  the  vear  that  has  just 
passed  away  have  produced  important  changes  in  the  condition  of  our  neighbor  at  the  south. 
The  occupation  of  the  capital  of  Mexico  by  tne  French  army,  and  the  establishment  of  a  pro- 
visory government,  followed  by  a  radical  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  nation,  have  ex- 
cited the  most  irely  interest.  Always  preferring  our  own  government  and  institutions  to 
those  of  other  countries,  we  have  no  inclination  to  deny  them  the  exercise  of  the  same  right 
of  self-government  that  we  claim  lor  ourselves ;  if  the  Mexican  people  prefer  a  monarchy  to 
a  republic,  it  is  clearly  our  duty  to  acquiesce  heartily  in  their  decision,  and  to  manifest  a  sin- 
cere and  friendly  interest  for  its  prosperity."  And  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  tLe  dis- 
position of  the  government  of  the  United  States  differs  from  these  sentiments. 

But  it  is  objected,  when  peace  is  declared  what  will  becoiue  of  the  immense  anines  tliat 
have  been  raised  7 

I  am  aware,  gentlemen,  that  this  is  a  problem  more  difficult  to  resolve  than  the  one  ot 
which  Caesar  speaks,  when  he  says,  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  stamp  with  your  foot  upon 
the  soil  of  Italy  to  make  an  army  spring  up.  More  diflicult  than  that  is  it  to  cause  au 
immense  arm^  to  return  to  the  ranks  of  society ;  but  in  Mexico — for  I  repeat,  I  bring  here 
only  the  opimons  I  have  heard  in  Mexico — the  solution  of  this  problem  is  deemed  much  more 
easy  in  the  United  States  than  in  Europe.  In  fact,  the  lights  of  labor  upen  the  way  to  vaii- 
ous  careers,  which  are  not  closed  up,  as  in  Europe,  by  the  clergy.  Besides,  in  the  south,  the 
army  is  not  composed  of  mercenaries.  It  is  in  some  sort  a  national  army,  which,  after  hav- 
ing laid  down  its  arms,  will  soon  return  home  and  resume  its  ordinary  occupations.  In  the 
north,  the  army  is  composed  principally  of  mercenaries,  but  of  mercenaries  whose  services 
have  been  rewarded  by  oounties  of  money  and  of  land.  All  the  soldiers  of  the  northern  army 
are,  therefore,  landholders,  and  gentlemen  landholders  do  not  generally  become  adventurers. 

But  is  it  indeed  true  that  the  army  of  the  United  States  will  cease  to  exist  after  peace  is 
established  7  There  is  reason  to  believe,  supposing  the  Union  to  be  restored,  that  in  the  face 
of  the  agitated  south  and  of  Canada  up  in  arms,  the  government  at  Washington  will  feel  the 
need  of  maintaining  a  standing  army ;  in  this  case,  the  remains  of  the  present  aimy  will 
enter  the  ranks  of  that  one  which  will  then  be  formed.  ^-^ 
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An^dier  consideration  which  I  hare  heard  pat  forth  would  resnlt  from  the  situation  in 
which  the  United  States  government  would  be  placed  after  the  pacification  :  this  government 
will  find  that  it  has  heavy  damages  to  repair,  fuid  an  Immense  aeficit  to  fill  up.  Under  such 
circumstances,  gentlemen,  war  cannot  be  undertaken;  therefore,  in  view  of  the  future  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  the  chance  of  a  war  does  not  appear  to  be  strong. 

But  it  is  said  adventurers,  led  by  another  Walker,  may  attack  Mexico.  .  In  tlie  first  place, 
gentlemen,  it  is  not  conquest  from  a  political  motive,  but  plunder,  which  is  the  aim  of  adven- 
turers. Now  if  adventurers^do  spring  up  in  the  United  States  they  will  have  conquests  to 
make  far  more  tempting  than  that  of  Mexico :  Canada  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  opulent 
Havana  on  the  other.  But  how  should  t^ese  adventurers  attack  Mexico  7  by  land  1  It  is 
well  known  how  precipitatelv  General  Jackson  concluded  a  peace  with  Mexico,  and  under 
what  conditions  the  expedition  was  formed.  GeneralJackson^s expedition  cost  the  United 
States  two  years  in  time,  and  five  hundred  million  francs  in  money.  Would  it  be  possible 
for  adventurers  to  undertake  such  an  expedition  by  land,  across  deserts,  where  they  would 
have  to  bring  with  them  all  their  provisions  and  munitions  of  war,  and  also  be  obliged  to 
await  the  rainy  season  in  order  to  continue  their  march  7  By  land  it  is  impossible ;  by  water 
a  pretty  large  expedition — and  that  is  the  only  kind  to  be  fefured— could  be  kept  under  the  eyes 
of  nations  so  watchful  over  the  seas,  and  Europe  woul<)  not  look  with  indifference  upon  such 
enterprises.  I  therefore  believe,  gentlemen,  that  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  Mexico,  from 
the  contingencies  which  have  been  mentioned,  and  I  will  now  conclude  with  one  reflection. 

Our  expediton  to  Mexico  was  undertaken  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution,  brought  about  by 
science  before  our  eyes.  At  the  present  day,  steam  andelectrcity  annihilate  distances,  bring 
nations,  so  to  speak,  in  contact  with  each  other,  by  land  and  sea,  with  their  various  wants, 
interests,  passions,  chances  of  disagreement,  and  also  happily  place  them  in  strict  commu- 
nity of  ideas  and  sentiments,  which  clearly  demonstrate  it  to  be  much  more  the  interest  ot 
nations  to  aid  one  another  mutually,  than  to  fight  together ;  the  prosperity  of  one  nation  is 
increased  b^  the  prosperity  of  the  others.  A  sinking  example  of  tois  is,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
beneficial  nvalry  of  France  and  England  in  peace,  and  on  the  other,  the  war  in  the  United 
States,  which  not  only  has  disturbed  all  Europe,  but  has  also  caused  it  to  experience  an  im- 
mense commercial  and  manufacturing  crisis.  Well,  in  the  midst  of  this  novel  situation,  with 
the  prospect  of  the  nations  of  the  world  being  drawn  more  closely  together,  and  with  the 
chances  of  peace  and  war,  what  will  be  the  scope  of  the  Mexican  expedition  ?  The  future  will 
tell  us  in  estimating  its  results.  As  for  us,  whue  waiting  for  history  to  write4he  page  coupe* 
crated  to  this  expedition,  what  duty  does  our  conscience  impose  on  us  ?  This  duty  has  al- 
ways appeared  and  still  appears  to  me  very  plain  ;  our  flag  is  pledged ;  where  our  flag  is, 
there  is  France,  and  we  owe  it  our  support.  It  is  for  this  reason,  gentlemen,  that  we  are 
now  in  Mexico ;  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  proposed 
to  yon. 

[Very  good !  very  good!  numerous  sig^s  of  approbation.  ] 

President  Schneider.  Mr.  Picard  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ebnest  Picard.  Whatever  legitimate  authority,  gentlemen,  may  belong  to  the  words 
of  our  honorable  colleague,  and  the  mission  with  which  he  has  been  honored,  I  must  declare 
frankly  to  the  house,  that  his  speech,  to  which  I  listened  with  the  moHt  lively  attention,  did 
not  convince  me,  [laughter,]  and  I  will  add  it  cannot  convince  me.  This  question,  gentle- 
men, demands  from  you  in  its  discussion  the  greatest  possible  attention ;  the  sentiments 
which  animate  us  all  are  drawn  together  in  questions  of  this  nature,  and  public  opinion  is 
more  pressing,  and  more  severe  than  ever  upon  the  topic  of  our  political  conduct  in  Mexico. 
I  will  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  is,  pernaps,  no  other  question  in  which  our  concurrence 
will  exercise  a  more  salutary  influence  upon  the  interests  of  our  country.  It  is  in  our  power, 
at  least  I  have  a  pride  in  thinking  so,  to  disentangle  the  political  situation  in  which  our  gov 
emment  is  now  placed.  It  depends  upon  you,  if  you  have  the  will  to  do  this  to  have  also 
the  power.  It  depends^ upon  you  to  do  in  1865  that  which  we  entreated  you  to  do  in  1862, 
at  the  time  when  tois  grave  and  formidable  (redoutabU)  question  first  arose  in  this  assembly, 
and  I  willingly  take  up  the  words  which  my  honorable  colleague,  Mr.  Corta,  has  just  ut 
tered,  when,  in  examining  the  eventualities  which  might  seem  to  menace  us  from  the  United 
States,  he  presented  them  to  you  in  a  still  distant  horizon.  It  is  not,  therefore,  too  late  ;  for 
the  rest  no  one  would  ask  of  the  Chamber  or  of  the  government  to  adopt  a  policy  contrary  to 
the  honor  of  Prance,  and  me  less  than  any  one,  [whisperings.]  But  we  may  ask  you  to 
adopt  a  course  in  conformity  with  her  policy  and  her  duty.  [Very  good,  from  around  the 
speaker ;  murmurs  from  several  benches.  ] 

You  have  heard  what  the  honorable  Mr.  Corta  has  told  you.  I  confess  that  in  listening  to 
his  speech  two  sentiments  have  been  excited  in  my  breast,  a  sentiment  of  fascination  and  a 
sentiment  of  fear ;  yes,  his  speech  fascinated  me.  Our  honorable  colleague  has  brought  hack 
iirom  Mexico  images  the  most  brilliant ;  he  has  sought  to  gild  his  words  with  a  beam  of  that 
sun  he  has  just  left,  [laughter  and  noise ;]  he  has  represented  Mexico  as  a  land  of  promise  ; 
the  emperor  Maximilian,  that  young  man  with  golden  locks  and  azure  eyes  [exclamations] — 
I  quote  his  words,  gentlemen,  [various  interruptions] — ^as  the  savior  come  from  theea8t,  and 
promised  to  the  Indians. 

I  am  astonished,  gentlemen,  at  the  impression  these  words  of  his  produce  upon  you  ;  I  am 
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astonished  that  jou  do  not  recall  the  events  which  took  place  at  the  setting  oot  of  the  expedi- 
tion.  Do  joii  Imagine  that  the  government,  hefore  sending  its  troops  to  Mexico  and  seekinff 
there  what  it  has  not  ^et  found,  had  not  obtained  information  on  the  subject  from  men  of  in- 
telligence who  have  hved  in  Mexico,  and  who  with  an  equal  good  faith,  an  equal  sinceritj, 
made  similar  statements  7  And  we  know  now  how  a  people  colder  than  we  are,  and  a  g^T« 
emment  less  impassioned  than  our  own,  appreciates  in  the  despatches  which  figure  among 
the  official  documents  the  statements  whicn  come  from  Mexico.  We  believed  the  statements 
we  received,  and  ofF  we  started ;  we  are  now  in  Mexico,  and  wd  must  quit  it — we  must  quit 
it,  gentlemen.  The  honorable  Mr.  Corta  has  toldjou  so.  However  fascinating  maj  be  the 
situation,  that  part  of  his  speech  which  caused  him  the  most  uneasiness  was  the  conclusion. 
And  he  did  not  dissimulate  to  the  Chtoiber,  that  had  he  found  means  which  in  his  ejee  would 
have  been  honorable  to  leave  Mexico,  he  would  have  been  the  first  to  join  with  me  in  advi- 
sing to  leave  it.  He  would  be  the  first  to  do  so,  in  spite  of  the  marvellous  narrations  he  has 
presented  to  the  Chamber.  He  has  told  jou  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Mexico,  of  the  future 
that  is  in  store  for  its  finances.  He  has  told  jou  of  this,  gentlemen,  but  all  this  is  only 
a  personal  appreciation,  emanating,  it  is  true,  from  a  man  to  whom  I  willinglj  ofier  mj 
homaee,  but  which  does  not  suffice  to  convince  a  g^reat  assemblv  upon  so  momentous  a  ques- 
tion. [Murmurs.]  It  is  of  this  assembly,  it  is  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Corta  himself  that  I 
would  ask  if  he  concurs  with  Marshal  Forey,  who  says:  '*  Yes,  unfortunately,  eveiything  in 
Mexico  requires  remodelling;  the  moral  sense  of  the  country  is  completely  perverted. 
There  is  no  longer  any  administration,  any  justice,  any  army,  any  national  industry,  anj 
anvthing,  so  to  speak.    This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  nation.*'  [Interruption.] 

Mr.  Chaoor.  Before  our  advent. 

A  Member.  The  date  T 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  The  date  of  the  speech  of  Marshal  ForevT  The  19th  of  March, 
1865.  If  everything  in  Mexico  is  to  be  remodelled,  you  will  readilv  admit  with  me  that  the 
situation  is  not  encduraging,  nor  the  tStne  propitious  for  the  loan  which  is  announced  to  us. 
If  all  in  Mexico  is  to  be  remodelled,  if  the  opinion  of  Marshal  Forey  does  not  coincide  with 
that  of  our  honorable  colleague,  who  will  give  the  casting  vote  1  Who  will  come  here  in 
obedience  to  the  first  of  all  duties,  and  in  face  of  this  assembly  furnish  us  with  official 
documents,  which  may  be  checked,  examined,  discussed  t  The  government.*  The  duty  ia 
undeniable.  The  entire  nation  is  awaiting  the  day  when  the  government  shall  submit  to  the 
free  examination  of  the  majority  and  of  the  minority  these  documents  which  it  has  not  yet 
produced.  And  where  are  these  documents  t  Ot  all  political  questions,  the  one  which, 
perhaps,  possesses  the  g^atest  interest  at  this  moment  for  France  is  the  Mexican  question. 
Of  all  questions — I  except  Algeria—that  one  concerning  which  we  do  not  possess  a  single 
document  is  the  Mexican  question.  Not  a  single  document  Not  a  single  one.  On  all 
oiher  subjects  we  have  had  distributed  among  us,  more  or  less  generally,  documents, 
despatches,  reports.  Upon  this  subject  there  has  been  an  absolute  silence.  We  are  often 
told  that  in  France  the  discussions  held  in  this  assembly  can  replace  those  liberties  which 
we  lack — [Denials  from  several  benches ;  approbation  from  others ]^and  that  by  carefully 
examining  and  checking  the  affiiirs  of  our  country  we  can  offer  our  fellow-citizens  thoee 
guarantees  which  thev  sought  in  nominating  us.  But  how  can  a  discussion  be  really 
serious  which  lacks  a  basis?  Is  it  possible,  whatever  authority  may  belong  to  the  words  of 
mf  honorable  colleague,  is  it  possible,  I  repeat,  for  us  to  discuss  upon  words,  which,  though  cer- 
tainly sincere,  are  but  the  expression  of  the  personal  opinion  of  a  single  man  f 

This,  then,  is  the  situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves ;  for  upon  this  subject  I  have  not 
vet  seen  the  slightest  explanation  on  the  part  of  the  government.  It  must  be  veiy  grave, 
indeed,  gentlemen,  this  Mexican  question,  since  it  is  proposed  to  discuss  it  in  this  manner. 
What  are  the  reasons  why  we  are  left  in  silence  and  obscurity  in  a  matter  which  demands 
explanatioi^  and  light?  They  are  twofold.  In  the  first  place,  the  government — and  I  know 
nut  why  it  should  be  so  in  a  great  country  and  before  a  nation  like  France,  where  nothing 
honors  more,  both  those  who  speak  and  those  who  listen,  than  the  truth — the  government, 
I  say,  wishes  to  keep  us  under  the  empire  of  illusions  the  most  complete— illusions  which 
the  government  itself  does  not  entertain.     [Reclamations.] 

The  Minister  of  State.  I  ask  for  the  floor. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  The  government  tells  us  the  countrr  is  pacified.  It  is  not  padfied. 
It  tells  us  our  troops  are  about  to  be  recalled.  And  yet  the  honorable  Mr.  Corta  himself  baa 
just  told  us,  in  his  sincerity,  that  our  troops  are  on  the  point  of  marching  to  conquer  Sonora. 

Mr.  Belmontet.  He  did  not  say  so. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  He  said  the  conquest  of  Sonora  was  about  to  be  accomplished. 

M.  Corta.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  confined  myself  to  the  interrogation,  **  Is  there  an  ex- 
pedition preparing  to  enter  Sonora?  If  so,  I  believe  two  things :  one,  that  the  expedition 
will  not  meet  with  any  serious  obstacle;  the  other,  that  such  expedition  will  be  the  last.** 
That  is  what  I  said. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  say  that  the  country  is  not  pacified ;  that  the  ovations  of  which 
we  have  heard  may  without  doubt  have  occurred  at  certain  points  ;  but  that  the  feeling  of 
resistance  is  still  very  powerful  in  Mexico.  [Reclamations.  J  And  I  will  grive  immediate 
proof  of  whut  I  say.    What  is  the  position  which  you  occupy  toward  the  Mexicans,  upon 
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wbom  yoa  do  not  wish  to  imposd  a  g^voniment,  bat  merelj  to  become  acqajainted  with  their 
free  wishes  ? 

The  Moniteur  is  subject  to  slips  as  well  as  the  other  journals,  and  I  therefore  cannot  tell 
whether  or  no  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  government  that  it  published  the 
decree  that  I  am  about  to  submit  to  you,  as  furnishing  the  only  reply  I  shall  make  to  this 
part  of  my  honorable  colleague's  speech.  The  Monterey  expedition  had  taken  place.  The 
general  entered  the  city.  He  delivered  it  from  the  yoke  of  its  oppressors.  The  respectable 
citizens  gathered  around  the  Frendh  commander,  who  proceeded  to  instal  the  municipal 
power.  But  though  no  armed  resistance  was  made,  still,  since  all  this  was  occurring  in  a 
country  which  our  honorable  collea^e  has  so  well  named  a  vivacious  country,  and  which 
proves  its  vitality  by  resisting  a  toreign  invasion,  a  vague  sentiment  of  opposition  mani- 
fested itself,  the  existence  of  which  is  demonstrated  by  the  foUowing  decree : 

'*  General  Castagny,  commanding  the  first  division  of  the  Franco-Mexican  army,  being 
charged  with  the  reconstruction  of  the  municipal  authority  of  the  city  of  Monterey,  de- 
crees: 

"Art.  1.  Pending  ratification  by  the  government  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  ' 

is  named  provisional  prefect  of  the  district; ,  substitute; , 

alcalde,  &c 

"  Art.  2.  Any  person  designated  in  the  preceding  article  who  refuses  to  falGl  the  func- 
tions confided  to  him  shall  be  immediately  punished  by  six  months'  imprisonment,  con- 
formably with  the  law." 

We  have  here,  gentlemen,  a  sort  of  press-gang  for  functionaries.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak 
of  it  with  levity,  for  that  would  subject  me  to  tne  remonstrances  of  the  minister  of  state : 
and  I  wish  in  a  question  of  such  gravity  to  merit,  at  least,  his  testimony  that  I  have  treated 
the  subject  as  he  desires  it  should  be  treated.  What  does  this  impressment  of  functionaries 
prove  1  Simply  that  resistance  was  universal,  and  that  the  ovations  were  only  offered  along 
the  route  followed  by  our  honorable  C4)llea^e,  who  was  attached  to  the  person  of  the 
sovereign  and  surrounded  by  cortege.  But  this  is  not  all,  gentlemen.  How  were  vou  re- 
ceived by  those  who  summoned  you  to  Mexico  T  And  herein  lies  my  reply  to  what  the 
honorable  Mr.  Corta  said,  when,  after  crying  out  that  honor  forbade  France  to  abandon 
Mexico,  he  bM  that  if  we  abandoned  it  we  should  leave  there  our  partisans  exposed  to  the 
malice  of  the  reaction.  It  is  we  who  are  exposed  to  the  malice  of  our  partisans,  as  you 
will  Jt)e  in  a  way  to  judge  from  a  document  which  it  was  not  seen  fit  to  submit  to  us,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  hunt  up  among  the  official  publications.  In  this  document  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing, where  Greneral  Negre,  commandant  of  the  department  of  Mexico,  writes  to  Arch- 
bishop Labastide:  **IncendiaiT  writings  are  slipped  under  the  doors  into  the  houses.  The 
authors  of  this  culpable  manifestation  seek  to  excite  vile  material  interest,  which  our  holy 
T^igion  repudiates,  and  to  invoke  the  most  detestable  passions  against  the  army  of  the  Em- 
peror. I  am  pleased  to  believe,  monseigneur,  that  your  excellency  is  ignorant  of  these 
criminal  manoeuvres;  I  therefore  point  them  out  to  you,"  Scc^  &,c.  The  general  concludes 
by  requesting  the  archbishop  to  suppress  these  measures.  The  archbishop  replies:  ''*It  is 
an  attested  fact,  and  one,  of  public  notoriety,  that  we  have  all  protested  against  the  two  in- 
dividuals who  have  the  pretension  to  be  a  government." 

These  ''two  individuals,"  gentlemen,  were  not  the  authors  of  the  incendiary  publications. 

Several  YOICR8.  We  cannot  hear.    Louder! 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  It  is  against  the  government  that  the  archbishop  protests-^against 
the  government  that  we  have  erected.  The  archbishop  continues :  "And  against  the  circu- 
lars of  the  9th  November  and  the  15th  December  of  last  year,  declaring  categ^orically  that 
the  church,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  immunities — of  her  rights,  is  subjected  at  this  moment  to 
the  same  attacks  sne  had  to  sustain  under  the  Juarez  government,  and  that  never  has  she 
seen  herself  persecuted  with  greater  bitterness.  In  consequence  of  the  position  in  which  we 
have  been  placed,  we  find  ourselves  worse  off  than  at  that  time.  Tour  excellency  will  there- 
fore perceive  that  the  two  documents  (our  protestation  and  our  letter)  contain  two  proposi- 
tioBs  relative  to  the  position  of  the  church  and  her  pastors,  entirely  contradictory,  the  one  to 
the  other.    One  is  necessarily  true  and  the  other  false." 

And  which  was  the  proposition  necessarily  true  1  That  one  only  which  is  contained  in 
the  letter  of  which  I  have  just  quoted  a  passage,  but  which  also  claims  the  responsibility  of 
the  following  quotation : 

"  Who  could  have  thought  that  the  first  steps  on  both  sides  would  lead  to  the  maintenance 
of  infamous  laws,  called  laws  of  reform,  decreed  by  the  demagogy  7"  And  thus,  gentlemen, 
you  are  styled  demagogues. 

His  Excellency  M.  KouHER,  minister  of  state.  Does  that  please  you  7 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard,  1  continue  the  quotation :  **  Who  among  you  can  imagine  that  the 
men  who  have  pilfered  the  power  will  be  unmindful  of  the  religious  and  patriotic  party,  and 
that  they  will  go  so  far  as  so  take  from  that  party  its  respectable  members,  treat  them  with 
contempt,  and  even  to  threaten  them  with  the  severest  punishment?  Who  would  think  that 
they  could  push  presumption  and  impudence  so  far  as  to  side  with  the  fallen  partv,  and  pro- 
tect laws  which  have  thrown  such  disrespect  and  outrage  upon  the  ministers  ana  virgins  of 
the  Lord  T  Who  is  there  among  you,  no  matter  how  limited  may  be  his  intelligence,  who 
has  not  uuderslood  that  the  regents-general  of  the  iuterveutiou  are  the  bitterest  enemies  of 
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relif^on  and  order  ?'*  You  see  how  you  arc  treated  bj^  those  men  who  have  called  apon  jou— 
those  men  of  consideration,  whose  sentiments  I  have  just  made  known  to  you,  and  one  of 
whom,  if  I  mistake  not,  belongs  to  the  provisional  government  yon  have  established  down 
there — M.  la  Bastida.  I  do  not  intend  to  read  the  entire  document,  but  I  merely  wished  to 
lay  fk  sample  of  it  before  you.  And  now  I  hope  the  honorable  Mr.  Corta  will  permit  me  to 
ask  him,  is  he  very  sure  that  he  saw  everything?  He  certainly  understood  all  that  he  saw, 
but  he  has  not  seen  all  that  he  could  understand.     [Movement,  j 

DiFFEBENT  VOICES.  And  you,  what  have  you  seen?  what  have  you  been  able  to  under- 
stand f 

Mr.  EkMEST  PiCARD.  The  second  reason  why  I  fear  the  government  has  left  ut  in  dark- 
ness :  is  one  which  must  be  a  still  more  painful  one  for  it,  it  is  that,  behind  all  the  brilliant 
explanations  which  the  government  will  not  fail  soon  to  make,  Mrith  all  the  talent  of  him  who 
shaH  make  them,  I  place  a  financial  conclusion,  viz :  that  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  his 
government  will  again  make  a  demand  upon  the  credit  and  funds  of  France.  It  is  this,  j>er- 
haps,  which  will  explain  to  you  why  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  submit  to  our  inspection 
those  budgets,  those  custom-house  systems,  the  brilliant  mirage  of  which  dazzled  our  eyes  at 
the  last  session.  I  willingly  bow  before  the  financial  superionty  of  our  honorable  colleagoe. 
I  know  he  has  often  been  one  of  the  most  experienced  authorities  on  our  budget  commissions, 
and  when  he  reports  upon  a  budget,  afler  having  seen  what  he  relates,  I  r^ily  believe  his 
word.  When  he  makes  here  a  Mexican  report,  [rumors]  a  report  on  Mexican  finance,  I 
hesitate  to  give  him  the  same  confidence,  and  I  think  it  my  strictest  duty,  in  the  name  of  m t 
constituents,  to  come  here,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  examine  the  document  and  figures  whicn 
are  placed  before  us. 

The  Marquis  de  Pere.  There  is  no  Mexican  deputy  here. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  have  not  understood  the  interruption. 

President  Schneider.  Do  not  stop  for  interruptions. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  regret,  ^ntlemen,  to  say  it,  but  the  figures  which  you  have  heard 
to-day  are  not  of  a  nature  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  hearts  of  future  subscribers.  The  sub- 
scribers to.  the  first  loan  have  seen  this  loan,  issued  at  the  rate  of  sixty-three  francs,  fall  in  a 
few  days  ten  and  twelve  francs — fall,  I  think,  even  as  low  as  forty-eight  irancs,  and  at  the 
present  m9ment  rise  to  fifty-two  francs.  So  that  small  capitalists,  owners  of  small  incomes, 
attracted  by  the  high  rate  of  interest,  belieWng  the  government  to  be  morally  responsible  for 
an  issue  made,  so  to  speak,  under  its  patronage,  and  which  may  be  sanctioned  by  official  dis- 
courses pronounced  here,  [denials  from  several  benches,]  may  have  to  be  saved  by  a  second 
loan.  But  you  will  agree  that  the  way  to  restore  the  equilibrium  of  our  finances  is  not  to 
unite  them  more  closely  thim  is  proper,  in  these  circumstances,  to  the  Mexican  finances.  I 
add,  that  it  appears  to  me  contrary  to  all  rules  of  moral  and  political  economy,  that  the  gov- 
ernment shoiUd  favor  (I  use  expressly  no  other  word)  combinations  which  are  forbidden,  in- 
terdicted to  private  individuals.  What  does  it  accomplish  in  this  first  loan?  It  authorizes 
this  borrower,  called  the  Mexican  government,  which  cannot  give  sufficient  security  to  its 
creditors  to  insure  their  receiving  the  interest  of  the  sum,  but  to  place  in  the  office  of  deposits 
and  consignments  four  semisties  of  arrearages.  Thus  it  does  what  would  not  be  allowed  to 
the  smallest  commercial  company,  viz :  pay  the  interest  of  the  loan  out  of  the  capital ;  so  that, 
at  the  end  of  two  years,  those  who  have  not  been  so  prudent  as  to  withdraw  from  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  financial  affair  will  find  themselves  confronted  by  an  empty  treasury,  and 
having  no  other  guarantee  than  the  henceforth  well-known  bonds  of  the  Mexican  loan.  Com- 
plaints have  b^n  madea  bout  this,  gentlemen,  and  I  have  in  my  hand  documents  which  show 
these  complaints  to  have  been  energetic  For  instance,  ,one  of  these  subscribers  in  a  paper 
which  has,  I  think,  been  distributea  to  you  all,  and  the  authority  of  which  I  do  not  otherwise 
guarantee.     [Laughter  and  exclamation.] 

M.  Rouher,  minister  of  state.  What  authority,  before  the  Chamber,  can  a  document  hare 
which  vou  do  not  guarantee  ? 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  The  government  will  explain  itself.  Here  is  what  I  find  in  this 
document:  **  Perhaps  the  subscribers  to  the  loan  will  have  more  real  causes  of  grievance  in 
the  facts  accomplished  during  the  operation,  properly  so  called,  of  its  issue.  The  rumor 
spread  abroad  of  a  more  than  fillod-np  subscription,  corroborated  b^  considerable  purchases 
made  the  day  before,  and  the  very  day  of  the  closing  of  the  subscription  list,  up  to  one  and 
a  half  per  cent,  profit ;  the  irregular  delay  in  announcing  the  allotments,  whilst  it  was  pub- 
licly given  out  that  there  would  be  a  considerable  reduction  upon  applications  already  made — 
all  this  has  certainly  contributed  to  swell  the  number  of  applicants,  and  prevent  subscribera 
from  extricating  themselves,  in  leaving  the  market  open  to  those  oi^  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  true  position.  Whence  proceeded  these  false  reports  ?  Whence  came  these  pur- 
chases ?  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  document  to  seek  the  answer.  It  suffices  to  state  the 
share  of  influence  they  have  exercised.  Thus  much  is  certain,  that  while  the  loan  could  be 
subscribed  to  wiUi  one  per  cent,  discount  for  brokera^,  purchases  with  premium  were  made 
one  day  on  a  very  large  scale — ^not  by  hundreds  of^ francs  of  capital,  but  by  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  francs  of  interest  all  at  once ;  that  it  would  be  easy,  by  tracing  up  the  bonda 
delivered,  to. discover  by  whom  these  purchases  were  effected  ;  that  they  stopped  as  soon  as 
the  subscription  was  closed ;  that  they  were  forced  to  believe  the  loan  entirely  filled  up  at 
the  risk  of  entering  into  explanations  rather  too  delicate ;  and  that,  lastly,  subscribers  bav^ 
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detenmned  b  j  this  to  increase  the  qoantnm  of  their  applicatioiifl»  the  author  of  this  document 
himself  heading  the  list. 

"  Who  has  laid  the  affair  before  the  public  7  The  credit  mohilier^  a  privileged  institution 
of  the  gOTemment.  Who  has  received,  one  might  almost  saj,  who  has  solicited  subscript 
tions  from  the  public  7  The  agents  of  the  credit  Jhucier  de  France^  another  privileged  insti- 
tution of  the  ^vemment.  Who  represents  the  credit  foucier  de  France  in  the  provinces  7 
Notaries  pubhc  and  private  collectors  of  finance,  functionaries  holding  office  from  govern- 
ment This  side  of  the  question  alone  suffices.  It  does  not  result  from  this  that  France 
ought  to  gusrautee  the  solvency  of  Mexico;  but  the  public  cannot  be  prevented  from  view- 
ing, in  what  has  already  been  donei  a  govefnmental  support,  carrying  with  it  at  least  a  moral 
responsibility,  and  thus  is  assuredly  one  of  the  principal  determining  causes  of  the  subscrip- 
tions made  to  the  Mexican  loan.  This  idea  gains  undeniable  strength  irom  the  preceding 
and  daily  acts  of  the  French  government." 

This,  gentlemen,  is  what  the  subscribers  to  the  loan  have  published,  [ah !  ah !  ]  and  what 
is  indispensably  necessary  to  be  made  known,  now  that  we  are  on  the  eve  ef  having  a 
second  loan  attempted ;  for  as  truly  as  I  recognize  the  legitimate  right  of  the  government  to 
caU  upon  the  pubbc  credit  to  negotiate  the  sixty-six  millions  it  has  on  hand,  to  invite  all  cap* 
italisto  to  join  in  an  operation  that  it  considers  sound,  so  truly  do  1  believe  it  to  be  its  im- 
perious duty  not  to  make  such  operation  without  first  clearly  enlightening  those  who  are  ap- 
pealed to,  without  informing  them  to  what  consequences  they  are  exposed,  and  without 
everything  being  conducted  with  a  complete  and  entire  royalty.  [Very  good,  from  several 
bencoes.  ] 

Such  being  the  case,  the  basis  of  the  loan  that  you  would  make,  which  has  benn  announced 
to  ufl  by  Mr.  Corta,  and  which  was  not  certainly  the  cause  of  his  discourse,  although  it  fermed 
its  most  direct  and  precise  interest.  The  basis  of  this  loan  is  the  financial  prosperity  of  Mex- 
ico, Now,  the  light  we  ask  of  you  is,  light  upon  the  financial  prosperity  of  Mexico.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Corta  endeavored  to  give  it,  and  he  told  us — citing  the  authority  of  a  minister 
of  the  Mexican  finances,  the  best  statistician  I  believe  that  A&xico  possesses,  Mr.  Lerdo  y 
Tejada — ^he  told  us  that  this  economist  had  in  1857  computed  the  proceeds  of  the  customs 
revenue  to  be  worth  nearly  eighty  millions ;  seventy-five  millions  at  first,  he  said ;  eighty  mil- 
lions after  the  opening  of  the  ports  of  the  Pacific,  and  a  hundred  millions  even,  taking  into 
consideration  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  country.  This  is  the  only  document  I  should 
have  been  able  to  verify  among  those  cited  by  my  honorable  colleague,  and  I  requested 
him  to  show  me  the  statement  of  this  minister  of  the  finances.  But  my  honorable  colleague 
was  not  in  possession  of  this  statement ;  had  he  seen  it  with  his  own  eyes,  I  should  have 
accepted  the  figures ;  but  he  had  never  seen  it.  He  had  obtained  his  information  only 
through  a  third  person.  It  so  happens,  however,  that  I  have  in  my  hand  [the  orator  un- 
folded a  great  roll  of  paper,  which  excited  the  risibility  of  the  assembly]  a  synoptical  table 
of  the  finances  of  the  Mexican  republic,  drawn  up,  not  in  1856,  but  in  1850,  by  the  Hon. 
Minister  Lerdo  y  Tejada.  I  am  ignorant  of  his  having  issued  a  new  one  in  1856.  If  it 
has  been  so  stated  to  my  honorable  colleague,  I  shall  oelieve ;  only  I  must  remark  that 
if  such  is  the  case,  the  civil  war  has  greatly  benefited  the  country,  since  from  1850  to 
1856,  at  the  time  when  Mexico  was  in  the  greatest  state  of  agitation  and  su£Eering,  when  the 
republic  began  to  have  the  upper  hand,  the  revenues  of  the  customs  had  doubled. 

In  referring  to  this  only  official,  or  at  least  authentic  document,  I  have  been  able  to  obtain, 
so  as  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  expose  of  my  honorable  colleague,  I  have  been  disagree- 
ably surprised  to  find  that  not  only  the  customs  receipts,  but  those  of  the  entire  revenues  of 
the  country  do  not  amount  to  more  than  the  half  of  the  figures  g^ven  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Corta,  or  rather  ^ven  to  him.  [Movement.]  They  are  put  down  at  8,500,000  piastres,  that 
is,  forty-two  millionrinstead  of  eighty  millions. 

Mr.  Corta.  Will  you  allow  me  to  make  an  observation  7 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  Willingly. 

Mr.  Corta.  I  took  the  information  which  I  laid  before  the  Chamber  from  the  documents 
of-former  ministers  of  the  finances,  and  also  from  a  paper  which  I  had  not  seen,  as  I  told 
my  honorable  colleague,  Mr.  Picard,  but  of  which  an  extract  was  given  me  by  a  Mexican 
who  is  at  present  in  Paris.  If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Picard  had  conferred  with  me  upon  the  subject 
of  the  discrepancy  which  he  believes  to  exist,  but  which  does  not  exist,  I  coula  have  obtained 
further  information  from  this  Mexican ;  but,  I  repeat,  no  discrepancy  exists. 

And  in  the  first  place,  the  writings  of  Mr.  Mora  Blasio,  and  of  Mr.  Antonio  Oaray,  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  ministers  of  the  Mexican  finances,  who  wrote  in  1835,  1836  and  1837, 
demonstrate  that  the  revenues  of  the  customs,  not  the  net  revenues,  but  the  gross  revenues, 
might,  by  adding  in  the  profits  robbed  from  the  exchequer  by  contraband  trade,  amount 
to  nearly  the  sum  indicated  by  Mr.  Lerdo  y  Tejada.  For  these  former  ministers  counted 
the  possible  revenues  of  the  customs  at  seventy-five  millions,  and  Mr.  Lerdo  y  Tejada,  who 
wrote  later,  carries  them  to  eighty  millions,  that  is  to  say,  to  five  millions  more. 

Now,  what  does  the  Hon.  Mr.  Picard  oppose  7  To  a  paper  of  Mr.  Lerdo  ^  Tejada, 
written  in  1856  or  1857,  he  opposes  an  anterior  synoptical  taole,  from  which  it  results  that 
the  net  produce  of  the  revenues  was,  according  to  Mr.  Lerdo  y  Tejada,  inferior  to  that  I 
i:poke  of.  But  the  synoptical  table  shows  the  net  produce  only,  while  the  work  of  Mr.  Lerdo 
y  Tejada  comprises  the  net  profits,  the  accumulated  gross  profits,  and  the  profits  which  are 
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stolen  from  the  excheqner.  There  can  be  no  possible  comparison,  neither  bj  analogy  nor 
discrepancy. 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  Was  I  not  right  in  saying,  at  the  commencement,  that  we  must 
beware  of  the  fascinations  of  Mexico  ?  And  are  not  those  finances  rather  fantastical  in  which 
wo  find  the  number  wanted  without  discarding  the  unknown  quantity,  and  in  which  we 
reckon  not  only  what  enters  into  the  treasury,  but  also  what  does  not  enter,  but  which 
probably  ought  to  enter 7  [Laughter.]  We  are  not  accustomed  to  discuss  affairs  with  suck 
a  large  margin ;  and  my  honorable  colleague  must  allow  me  to  obserye  to  him,  that  if  that 
were  the  only  guarantee  furnished  to  the  subscribers  to  the  loan,  and  if  they  knew  it  were  so, 
and  did  hot  see  behind  the  loan  the  government  in  its  power,  its  majesty,  and  moral  respon* 
sibility,  there  would  be  no  subscribers.  I  say  it  without  ftirther  insisting  upon  this  ungrateful 
portion  of  my  task.  I  sha^  have  fulfilled  it  if  I  have  succeeded  in  demonstrating  to  you  that  it 
is  impossible,  even  with  the  greatest  good  will  in  the  world,  and  without  being  in  any  way 
systematically  opposed  to  Mexico,  and  its  prosperity — [interruption] — ^impossiole,  I  say,  to 
look  upon  our  financial  relations  with  Mexico  as  an  excellent  affiEur.  I  think,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  is  time  to  remember  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Berryer  siud  last  year ;  about  this  time 
when  making  the  account  of  Mexican  finances,  its  debt  and  its  resources,  he  showed  that 
the  minister  of  finance  of  the  Mexican  empire,  whose  report  had  been  published  there  in  the 
Morning  Post,  had  said  that  not  only  was  a  loan,  giving  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  to  tb^ 
Mexican  government,  necessaiy,  but  that  to  save  it,  it  would  require  a  loan  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions,  otherwise  it  cou^  not  meet  its  expenses.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Berryer, 
our  illustrious  and  eminent  colleague,  was  very  nearly  in  the  right 

At  present,  gentlemen,  who  can  dispute  it?  ^irely  not  the  minister,  who,  questioned  by 
me  for  the  third  time,  (and  in  truth  I  fear  to  question  him  again,)  is  about  to  announce  to 
you  for  the  third  time  that  a  loan  is  imminent  and  perhaps  desirable.  I  say,  then,  gentlemen, 
that  in  the  light  of  wisdom  in  the  good  administration  of  our  finances,  as  well  as  of  wisdcmi 
in  our  foreign  policy,  the  affair  of  Mexico  presents  nothing  satisfactory  to  us ;  and  I  am  sure 
In  thus  expressing  myself  that  I  agree  witn  the  secret  sentiment  of  the  Chamber,  and  I  may 
say  before  it  what  it  thinks  in  aU  sincerity.  But,  gentlemen,  in  face  of  this  fiact,  what  is 
our  duty  7  What  have  we  to  do  T  In  order  to  understand  it  well,  and  know  just  how  far 
we  may  venture  to  go,  it  is  indispensable  in  this  question  also  to  take  a  retrospective  view. 

It  was  in  1862  that  for  the  first  time  we  were  informed  in  this  place  of  the  Mexican  expe- 
dition, and  in  1862  we  disputed  the  utility  of  this  expedition,  and  declared  to  the  government 
that  it  would  not  easily  obtain  those  indemnities  it  went  so  far  at  such  a  cost  to  seek.  We 
told  it  that  behind  this  enterprise  was  concealed  another,  inspired  by  a  candidate,  and  that 
candidate  was  the  Archduke  Maximilian.  What  answer  was  made  to  this  ?  What  were  the 
words  of  him  who  was  then  the  eloquent  organ  of  the  g^vernmenl(7  He  said  to  us.  When 
such  suppositions  are  affirmed,  proofii  must  be  brought  forward  to  support  them,  and  you 
have  none.  The  aim  of  the  agreement  between  the  three  -powers  was  to  require  from  the 
Mexican  republic  a  more  effectual  protection  to  their  respective  subjects,  and  the  fulfilment 
of  the  obligations  contracted  by  this  republic  And  the  honorable  orator  added :  **  The  three 
contracting  ^rties  are  pledged  to  reserve  no  acquisition  of  territory  and  no  private  advantage, 
and  to  exercise  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Mexico  no  influence  of  a  nature  to  violate  the  rights 
of  the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  and  freely  constitute  the  form  of  its  own  government.** 

Thus  it  was  acknowledged  that  if  the  archduke  were  behind  the  exp^tion,  you  would 
not  have  been  asked  to  vote  for  the  expedition. 

The  following  year  we  resumed  the  subject.  All  the  world  knew  the  Archduke  Maximilian 
to  be  the  candidate.  The  minister  of  state  himself  acknowledged  that  since  October  31, 
1861,  (and  this  took  place  in  the  session  of  March  13,  1862,)  tl^t  since  that  period  an  en- 
gagement had  been  entered  into  with  him.  **  It  was  then  necessary  to  look  about  one,**  said 
he.  *'  A  naoie  has  been  pronounced,  the  name  of  a  prince  of  that  great  house  of  Hapsburg*, 
which  shortly  before  we  encountered  on  the  battle-fields  of  Magenta  and  Solferino.  The 
Emperor  has  thought  himself  magnanimous  in  not  opposing  this  candidate,  and  if  it  obtained 
universal  suffrage  it  must  be  respected.**  That  is  what  was  done  October  31,  1861 ;  that  is, 
several  months  before  the  time  that  the  contrary  was  told  us  in  this  building.  The  proof, 
gentlemen,  is  very  clear  and  cannot  be  denied. 

The  following  year  we  resumed  the  subject  Ton  know,  gentlemen,  what  obstacles  the 
expedition  had  to  surmount.  We  were  again  told,  *  *  We  desire  that  the  Archduke  Maximilian 
should  become  emperor  of  Mexico,  but  no  engagement  to  this  effect  hc»  been  made  with 
him.**  And  when,  with  the  authority  of  his  word,  the  honorable  M.  Thiers  said  in  this  house 
that  the  engagement  was  inherent  to  the  situation,  everybody  cried  out.  The  honorable  M. 
Granier  de  Cassagnac  exclaimed,  interrupting  M.  Thiers,  that  there  was  no  engagement^ 
and  that  the  archduke  set  out  because  he  wished  to  do  so.  The  honorable  minister  of  state 
declared  also  that  there  was  no  engagement  And,  gentlemen,  the  affair  is  too  serious  for  ma 
not  to  place  before  the  Chamber  the  words  which  were  uttered  on  this  occasion. 

In  the  session  of  January  27  Mr.  Berryer  said:  ''Is  it  true  that  the  government  has 
entered  into  no  engagement  binding  the  country  either  in  a  financial  point  o^  view  or  as 
concerning  our  soldiers  7    Is  the  country  committed,  or  is  it  not  7  ** 

"  Mr.  KouH£R.  If  you  had  read  Mr.  Larrabure*s  report  you  would  have  been  enlightened 
on  this  subject** 
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"  Mr.  Segris.  I  request  pennission  to  say  a  word.  The  reply  of  the  ffOTeniroent  orgnos 
which  I  find  in  the  report,  and  which  I  beepeak  for  mv  share  of  the  debate,  is  as  follows : 
The  Emperor's  j^vemmeDt  declares  that  at  prenent  it  has  not  entered  into  any  enffagemeut 
whatsoever,  either  to  leave  a  corps  of  French  troops  in  Mexico  or  to  guarantee  any  loan,  and 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  it  necessary  to  auginent  the  French  forces  at  present  in 
Mexico." 

Every  one,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  opposition,  whose  mistmst  in  all  that  rdatea 
to  this  question  appears  to  be  incurable,  [smiles  from  several  benches,]  placed  confidence  in 
the  words  of  the  honorable  minister  of  state.  One  member  only,  one  of  the  most  eminent, 
who  has  often  occupied  the  seat  of  minister,  and  who  knows  all  the  weieht  attached  to  the 
words  of  a  minister,  [murmurs,]  interrupted  the  reading.  He  can  readily  comprdiend  the 
reserve  under  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Ronher  will  seek  a  refuee,  from  which  I  have  no  in- 
tention to  drive  him.  The  honorable  Mr.  Thiers  interrupted  Mr.  Segris  by  saying  **at  pre- 
sent.'* Upon  this  interruption  of  Mr.  Thiers  the  Moniteur  stated  that  a  movement  was  pro- 
duced in  the  assembly.  This  movement  took  place  on  the  27th  of  January,  and  on  the  lOtli 
of  April  a  convention,  regulating  the  loan,  the  sojourn  of  our  troops,  and  the  payment  of  the 
Mexican  coupons,  was  signed  and  engagements  entered  into,  and  tipon  too  large  a  scale  to 
have  allowed  them,  on  the  17th  of  January,  to  be  avowed  to  the  Chamber  in  the  same  terms 
in  which  the  convention  at  Miramar  was  concluded  on  the  10th  of  April. 

And  now,  habituated  by  our  situation  to  moderate  our  desires,  [laughter  and  murmurs,] 
W0  solicit  you  not  to  permit  the  convention  of  the  10th  of  April  to  be  ac^ain  overstepped,  or 
that  once  more,  before  thisX^hamber,  at  the  same  date,  you  listening  and  the  minister  speak- 
ing, a  session  shall  be  held  in  which  engagements  shall  be  entered  into  upon  Uie  same  terms, 
nothing  more  nor  less,  and  then  be  carried  out  as  in  preceding  years. 

The  Chamber  is  aware  that  the  honorable  minister  of  state  Sas  been  present  at  only  a  por 
tion  of  these  debates,  but  the  entire  Chamber  has  assisted  at  almost  alL  It  has  watched  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  Mexican  question,  and  I  assert  that  the  hour  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  its  duty,  as  it  is  its  right,  to  bring  this  question  to  a  dose. 

I  assert,  gentlemen,  that  when  a  Chamber  has  been  induced  bj  the  government  to  accept  ' 
in  perfect  confidence  that  which  has  been  proposed  to  it,  and  allowed  itself  to  be  led  whHher 
it  would  not  have  eone  of  its  own  accord,  I  assert  that  this  Chamber  has  a  right  and  a  dut^. 
It  has  been  trustful ;  it  must  now  resist.  It  cannot  and  should  not  in  face  of  the  minister,  in 
fiice  of  the  government,  make  use  of  parliamentary  courtesy,  [dissent  from  several  benches ; 
assent  from  others,]  because  state  affairs  are  not  regulated  by  courtespr  and  excess  of  con- 
fidence. I  leave  all  other  questions  to  your  discretion,  gentlemen,  but  in  the  Mexican  ques- 
tion we  are  released  from  this  duty  toward  the  government.  Tou  are  searching,  for  the 
interest  of  the  country,  for  that  policy  which  this  time  you  oug^t  not  to  recommend  timidly 
to  your  country  ;  but — permit  me  the  word — ^you  should  enjoin  upon  the  government  by  a 
vote  and  a  manifestation.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  join  our  party;  but  can  it  be  possible  that, 
in  a  question  where  you  think  as  we  do,  where  the  interest  of  France  appears  to  you  as  it 
does  to  us,  where  you  see  your  duty  as  clearly  as  we  do,  that  a  man  should  not  rise  up  from 
TOUT  midst,  were  it  but — were  it  but — I  withdraw  the  word,  and  I  wish  it  might  oe  the 
honorable  M.  Segris,  whom  I  just  now  quoted,  who  has  withheld,  as  he  says,  the  £claration 
of  the  .government,  and  who  certainly  must  have  wiUiheld  it  for  more  thiim  a  year.  The 
honorable  Mr.  Segris  said,  "This  is  the  declaration  which  has  been  made;  I  withhold  it;  *' 
and  the  honorable  Mr.  Ronher  added,  "I  withdraw  nothing  from  it*'  The  declaration  is 
there;  the  engagement  exists;  and,  since  it  does,  it  must  m  kept  What  is  it?  It  is  the 
engagement  entered  into  by  the  convention  of  10th  April,  1864^  by  the  convention  of  Mira- 
mar ;  or  rather  it  is  the  engagement  entered  into  in  these  precincts,  for  the  convention  of  10th 
April,  1864,  like  all  conventions  that  pass  between  sovereigns,  and  are  not  submitted  to  the 
assemblies,  is  not  altogether  in  conformity  with  the  policy  that  has  been  explained  here  and 
sustained  by  the  organs  of  the  government  It  has  a  preface  of  which  I  would  willingly 
hear  the  honorable  minister  give  a  different  interpretation  from  mine ;  it  is  thus  conceived: 

**  The  governments  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Mexico,  actuated  by  an  equal  desire  to  secure  the  re-establishment  of  order  in 
Mexico,  and  to  consolidate  the  new  empire,  have  resolved  to  regulate  by  a  convention ." 

If  nothing  more  is  meant  than  a  denre  I  have  no  more  to  say ;  but  u  this  **  desire  "  con- 
tains the  tacit  and  inevitable  eng^agement  which  it  is  proposed  to  you  to  take  in  following 
this  policy,  the  Chamber,  w^ch  was  not  a  party  to  this  convention,  and  does  not  incline  to 
this  policy,  must  disengage  itself  from  it  And  in  what  manner  must  it  do  so  ?  It  must  do 
that  wfiicn  was  provid^  for  by  article  1  of  the  convention,  thus  expressed : 

**  The  French  troops  that  are  now  in  Mexico  shall  be  reduced  as  soon  as  possible  to  25,000 
men,  including  the  foreign  legion.  This  corps  will  rem^n  temporarily  in  Mexico,  to  protect 
the  interests  tnat  led  to  Uiis  intervention,  in  conformity  with  the  conditions  reg^ulated  oy  the 
following  articles." 

Here  I  pause  to  remark  to  the  government  Tou  declared  in  the  report  of  the  honorable 
Mr.  Larra!oure,  to  which  you  called  attention  in  the  session  I  spoke  of  just  now,  and  to 
which  yon  referred  our  colleagues  in  these  words :  **  Read  it  and  you  will  be  enlightened." 
Tou  declared  the  year  18B4  soould  not  pass  away  before  the  French  troops  should  have 
returned  to  France.    [Sign  of  denial  by  tne  minister  of  state.]  ^  ^ 
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Mr.  Jules  Favre.  Yes,  yes ;  it  is  in  the  report.    [Nc 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  This  is  what  I  read  in  the  report  honorahle  Mr.  Larrabure: 
*  In  the  present  provisions  the  government  hopes  that  the  enu  .     664 . "    [Interruption.  J 

Many  Voices.  **  Hopes !  " 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard,  continuing:  *Hhat  the  end  ot  the  year  1864  will  mark  the  t^mi- 
nation  of  the  expedition.  Moreover,  arrangements  have  been  proposed  whereby,  from  the 
Jst  of  January,  1864,  Mexico  shall  contribute  more  efficiently  towards  the  pay  and  the 
maintenance  of  our  troops.** 

Several  Members.  Well,  well ! 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  The  report  says  further:  **  In  the  first  place,  and  in  a  general  manner, 
the  government  has  no  intentions  of  undertaking  new  expeditions.**  You  know  that  now 
an  expedition  to  Sonora  is  again  spoken  of.  **iU  for  the  expedition  of  San  Luis  de  Potoai 
in  particular,  it  was  judged  necessary  in  order  to  occupy  the  most  important  parts  of  Mexico. 
The  country  between  San  Luis  and  Mexico  contains  miportant  centres  of  population.  The 
occ4ipation  of  these  parts  became  necessary,  precisely  to  hasten  the  accomplishment  of  the 
work  undertaken,  viz:  the  redress  of  our  gprievances,  aSd  the  possibility  for  Mexico  to  choose 
freely  a  new  government.  Having  the  country  under  our  control  as  far  as  San  Luis  de  Potosi, 
we  can  more  rapidly  and  successmlly  see  this  result  realized.  The  army  will  atop  there/' 
Has  it  stopped  ?     [Interruption.] 

M.  AuousTE  Chevalier.  It  went  forward  in  the  face  of  peril. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  That  is  true.  Its  achievements  were  splendid,  but  oar  policy  Was 
not.  [Approbation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  orator.]  I  proceed :  **  Universal  suffrage,  operate 
ing  naturally  ac<^ording  to  the  customs  or  institutions  of  the  country,  will  be  invited  to  cnoose 
the  form  of  government  it  prefers;  whatever  may  be  its  decision,  France  will  respect  it.'* 
Is  that  what  we  are  doing  ?  I  ask  you  this  sincerely,  loyally,  in  the  capacity  of  a  deputy 
anxious  to  fulfil  my  mission,  and  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  concurrence  of  my  fellow-citizens 
and  colleagues  in  a  question  which  touches  so  nearly  the  most  important  interests  of  our 
country,  both  present  and  future.  I  ask  you,  have  vou  done  this  ?  You  have  not ;  the 
Chamber  knows  it.  Your  engagements  were  made  wnile  you  were  in  the  chamber,  and  as 
soon  as  you  quitted  it  you  forgot  them.  [Disturbance.]  You  have  returned  to  it,  and  I 
recall  them  to  your  remembrance.  I  remind  you  of  them  at  the  time,  when,  if  we  understand 
the  langna^  of  politics,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  see,  by  the  explanations  given  us  in  these 
precincts,  that  not  only  has  the  French  army  not  slopped,  not  only  has  it  not  returned  in 
1864,  but  also  that  it  will  not  return  in  1865. 

Several  Members.  Very  good ! 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  Is  it  not  true  f  Does  any  one  contradict  me  ?  This  time  the  minister 
takes  no  further  engagement,  and  I  thank  him  for  it ;  but  by  taking  no  liirther  engagement, 
be  gives  warning  to  the  Chamber;  and  if  the  Chamber  is  warned,  what  is  its  duty  7  Who 
are  we  here — ^for  what  7  Can  it  be  that  the  discussion  of  the  address  is  nothing  but  a  political 
pastime  7     [Disturbance  and  murmurs.  J 

M.  Belmontel.  The  pastime  is  rather  a  long  one  1 

President  Schneider.  I  mu«t  beg  of  M.  Picard  »  *  »  * 

M.  Qlais  Bisoin.  Oh !  the  word  is  parliamentary ;  we  all  accept  it ! 

President  Schneider.  If  it  be  parliamentary,  it  is  not  well  chosen  in  the  midst  of  such 
full  and  serious  debates.     [Very  good ;  very  good !  ] 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  wish'that  to-day*s  session  might  prove  to  me  that  I  have  expressed 
myself  badly.  I  wish  that,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments  and  intentions  as  myself,  my 
colleagues  might  form  the  same  idea  as.  I  do  of  our  mission,  and  our  mutual  duties.  [Freeh 
interruption.  ] 

Several  Voices.  We  know  them ! 

M.  Qranier  de  Cassagnac.     Do  you  clAim  to  be  a  model  deputy  7    [Noise.] 

M.  Ernest*  Picard.  Do  not  be  afraid,  gentlemen ;  I  shall  form  no  theory  infringing  the 
constitution ;  I  shall  not  ask  you  to  interfere  in  the  administration ;  but  I  ask  you  whether 
or  no  you  have  the  right  and  the  duty  to  vote  efficiently  in  this  assembly  upon  a  given  ques- 
tion about  which  your  opinion  is  settled  7 

M.  Granier  de  Cassagnac.  Certainly  we  have. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  Docs  the  address  sufficiently  express  this  sentiment  7  I  have  read 
attentively  the  paragraph  now  under  discussion.  It  certainly  differs  from  last  year's  com- 
pilation ;  and  certainly  in  the  ingenuous  phrase,  wherein  the  commission  of  the  address  ex- 
presses pleasure  in  witnessing  the  return  of  our  troops,  the  imitation  is  not  sufficiently  pre- 
cise for  the  government  not  to  be  able  to  misunderstand  it.  Having  been  three  times  held  at 
bay  upon  this  question,  I  conjure  you,  not  in  your  own  interest,  not  in  that  of  the  government, 
nor  for  any  secondary  political  reasons,  but  in  the  gprcat  interest  of  the  country,  to  declare 
your  sentiments,  if  you  have  that  courage  that  will  »  »  *  [Exclamations  and 
murmurs.] 

Numerous YoiOES.  Order!  Order! 

M.  Granier  de  Cassagnac.  Such  expressions  cannot  be  tolerated. 

President  Schneider.    I  call  on  the  honorable  Mr.  Picard  to  explain  hiojelf. 

M.  Tailleper  to  M.  Picard.  Take  back  that  word! 

President  Schneider.  I  call  upon  him  to  take  back  a  word  which  may  wound  tlie  feal- 
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.n^  of  the  Chamber.  It  is  not  courage,  but  conyiction,  which  acts  in  this  placoj  &n^  in 
France,  where  there  is  conviction,  conrage  is  never  wanting  to  express  it.  [Vei^^  good;  very 
good.n 

M.  TAILLEFEK.  I  require  that  the  honorable  <»^tor  take  back  his  expression.  [Yes,  jes; 
order!] 

Prbsident  Schveider,  (addressing  Mr.  Picard. )  I  beg  of  you  to  withdraw  jonr  expres- 
sion. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  appeal  to  the  whole  Chafnber  to  admit,  with  me,  that  the  resolution 
to  be  taken  in  this  circomstance  is  one  that  requires  a  certain  amount  of  courage*  [Denials 
and  noise.] 

Prej«ident  Schneider.  I  again  invite  Mr.  Picard  to  withdraw  an  expression  which  is 
somewhat  offensive  to  the  Chamber. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  withdraw  it  unhesitatingly.  I  am  here  to  discuss  a  grave  question, 
and  not  to  offend  the  Chamber. 

President  Schneider.  You  are  fullv  aware,  Mr.  Picard,  that  you  must  respect  the  con- 
victions of  your  colleagues  if  you  wish  them  to  respect  ;^our8.  [Very  good !  ] 
M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  respect  them  fully,  and  have  iust  given  proof  of  it. 
I  continue.  You  see,  gentlemen,  in  what  manner  I  take  the  liberty  of  placing  this  question 
before  you.  It  is  clear  and  precise,  and  closely  connected  with  the  gravest  mterests  of  the 
country,  and  your  most  imperious  duties.  I  say,  that  if  you  decide  to  vote  the  second  part 
of  our  amendment,  which  runs  thus :  **  In  conformity  with  the  declarations  of  the  government 
we  await  the  recall  of  our  troops,  '*  you  will  explicitly  express  your  wishes.  If,  however, 
you  will  not  associate  yourselves  with  an  amenament  which  comes  from  our  side,  vou  can 
make  one  for  yourselves  which  will  express  the  same  idea.  By  so  doing  you  will,  in  my 
estimation,  and  as  I  said  at  the  opening  of  this  debate,  render  the  most  signal  service  to  the 
government  You  will  disembarrass  its  policy.  When  it  has  been  decided  and  acknowledged 
m  the  French  chamber  that  our  troops  can  return  with  honor,  without  detriment  to  any  one, 
the  government  then  will  no  longer  be  restrained  by  these  vain  and  egotistical  reasons  which 
were  Just  now  brought  forward,  but  will  be  able  to  fulfil  its  secret  desires,  and  conscientiously 
satis^  its  political  conduct  [Very  good!  from  several  benches.] 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  Can  you  do  it?  You  can  do  it  this  year;  you  could  have  done  it 
better  last  year;  and  better  still  three  years  ago.  The  pretexts,  or,  if  you  like  it  better,  the 
reasons  that  prevented  you  last  year,  no  longer  exist.  It  was  asked,  with  whom  shall  we 
treat  7  And  tbe  minbter  of  state  replied,  '*  France  does  not  treat  with  her  enemies ;  she  will 
not  treat  with  Juarez,  nor  with  the  oands  behind  Juarez." 

One  word  upon  these  ** bands; "  and,  in  order  that  I  mav  not  be  told  that  we  associate  our 
idea,  which  we  do  not,  with  men  who  are  riehtly  called  bandits— as  they  have  been  cfdled 
by  the  government  in  former  discussions — I  inquire  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  his 
ministers,  whose  conduct  in  this  respect  I  honor — for,  in  this  sense,  they  have  inaugurated 
a  liberal  policy — I  inquire  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  his  ministers,  in  what  manner 
those  men  should  be  treated  who  still  resist  the  new  government  of  Mexico?  The  minister  of 
the  interior,  Mr.  Gonzales  de  la  Vega,  expresses  himself  thus  in  a  circular  referring  to  those 
persons  who  lay  down  their  arms:  **  His  Majestv  entertains  the  warmest  desires,  and  makes 
constant  exertions,  to  obliterate  every  trace  of  the  dissensions  that  have  for  so  long  a  period 
desolated  the  country,  and  to  renew  the  ties  of  brotherhood  which  ought  to  unite  the  great 
Mexican  family.  He  cannot,  therefore,  see  with  indifference  that  when  certain  persons  are 
spoken  of,  odious  qualifications  are  used  which  are  in  disunion  with  his  policv  and  bis  con- 
ciliatory sentiments.  With  this  object  in  view  his  Majesty  in  the  decree  of  the  6th  instant, 
wherein  be  calls  around  him  all  those  who  have  opposed  or  still  oppose  his  government,  with- 
out being  otherwise  criminal,  has  avoided  the  use  of  the  expression  tndulto,  '*  (pardon. )  Such, 
gentlemen,  is  the  way  they  think  in  Mexico ;  I  am  convinced  our  soldiers  think  the  same, 
not  fearing  to  honor  those  with  whom  they  have  fought.  I  say,  therefore,  that  the  minister 
appears  to  me  to  exaggerate  when  he  solenmly  declares  to  this  tribunal  that  it  was  impossible 
to  treat  with  Juarez :  but  this  is  no  longer  the  question.  And  when  he  said  it  was  impossible 
to  treat  with  Almonte,  who  was  merely  a  provisionary  chief,  although  installed  by  the  French 
government  itself,  I  reply,  that  although  this  may  have  been  a  reason,  a  specious  one,  this 
roason  no  longer  exists.  The  Archduke  Maximilian  is  now  on  the  throne;  he  is  seated  there 
in  virtue  of  an  universal  sufirage,  very  restricted  certainly,  and  especially  by  the  vote  of  the 
assembly  of  nobles.  And  here — I  trust  the  government  will  permit  me  to  speak  it  out — arises 
an  invincible  dilemma.  If  votes  must  be  sought  for  in  tbe  recesses  of  tbe  mountains,  by  the 
edge  of  the  sword,  these  votes  are  no  longer  free,  and  we  would  prefer  not  to  have  the 
guarantee  of  universal  suffrag^e  if  it  must  be  so  obtained. 

The  emperor  Maximilian  is,  I  assert,  sufficiently  firm  upon  his  throne  to  permit  the  recall 
of  the  French  from  Mexico.  Last  year  you  said  it  could  not  be,  as  he  was  not  then  installed. 
Now  he  is ;  ovations  you  tell  us  accompany  him  on  every  side.  The  pacification  is  effected ; 
you  yourselves  declare  this  fact  to  us ;  you  withhold  from  us  documents  that  g^ve  a  contrary 
statement,  and  I  thank  you  for  withholding  them,  if  it  obliges  you  to  declare  from  the  tribune 
where  you  stand,  **  The  emperor  Maximilian  is  on  the  throne  of  Mexico ;  and,  as  I  informed 
you  last  year,  we  have  entered  into  no  engagement  to  sustain  him  there ;  there  is  no  necessitv 
of  onr  sending  out  our  French  soldiers  under  a  foreign  flag,  and  we  may  now  stipulate  with 
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Maximilian  for  the  return  of  oar  troops.**    In  such  a  case,  I  withdraw  my  amendment,  and 
thank  the  ^vemment  for  having  performed  an  act  of  sound  policy  and  tnie  patriotism. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I  must  beg  you  to  note  that  whatever  seeming  irritation  there  maj' 
have  heen  in  our  debate,  I  have  carerally  abstained,  throughout  the  perplexiufl^  drcumstances 
which  surround  our  heavy  task  of  duty,  from  saying  a  word  about  these  tnreatening  con- 
tingencies which  hang  over  the  question,  and  of  which  you  are  perfectly  cognizant.  [Mur- 
murs.] On  the  other  hand,  you  must  judge  whether  it  comports  with  it,  comports  with  a 
true  and  judicious  policy  to  keep  thirty  or  forty  thousand  French  troops  and  a  portion  of  our 
fleet  engaged  for  years  in  the  Mexican  expedition,  three  thousand  leagues  distant  from  the 
war  we  are  actually  carrying  on  in  Algeria.  Is  it  a  sound  policy?  Is  it  a  patriotic  policy  7 
Is  it  a  policy  which  a  Frencn  Chamber  can  accept  ?    No !  a  thousand  times  no ! 

They  did  not  dare  to  present  it  to  you  in  this  light  when  they  drew  you  into  this  expedition ; 
and  CMi  I  forget  that  you  constitute  to-dav  the  sovecaign  expression  of  the  will  of  the  nation  7 
that  when  you  speak,  if  you  do  speak,  all,  and  the  government  before  all,  are  bound  to  obey  7 
I  conjure  you,  m  the  name  of  French  interests,  to  speak,  and  to  protect  the  govemmeut 
itself,  and,  above  all,  France.    [Expressions  of  warm  Itpprobataon  around  the  speaker.  J 

President  Schmeid^.    The  minister  of  state  has  the  floor. 

His  excellency  Mr.  RoUHER,  secretary  of  state.  Gentlemen :  Government  does  not  ask 
you  for  a  vote  of  trust ;  still  less  does  it  demand  of  you  a  vote  of  complaisance  which  yoa 
would  not  grauL  It  asks  for  ypur  sincere,  enlightened,  and  free  iudgment  on  the  affi^irs  ot 
Mexico,  [very  good ;  ]  and,  in  order  to  aid  you  in  forming  an  opinion,  it  is  its  duty  to  inform 
you  of  the  £ftcts,  and  of  its  convictions  concerning  them. 

And  first,  I  meet  in  the  Hon.  Mr.  Picard*s  discussion  a  reproach  which  I  could  in.no  wise^ 
expect.  The  government,  says  he,  makes  silence  around  the  Mexican  question;  it  pro-' 
duces  no  documents,  no  papers  in  the  debate ;  it  shows  itself  unwilling  to  give  any  informa- 
tion, and  thus  compels  the  opposition  to  discuss  the  question  at  a  great  di^vantage. 

What,  gentlemen,  has  the  house,  has  the  country,  remained  ignorant  of  the  events  con- 
cerning Mexico?  Has  not  all  possible  information  been  given  to  public  opinion,  and  to  the 
members  of  this  assembly  ?  Every  fortnight,  at  the  arrival  of  every  mail,  either  in  England 
or  in  France,  the  Moniteur  publishes  with  most  scrupulous  fidelity  every  military,  po- 
litical, or  administrative  information  relating  to  the  Mexican  question.  You  can  examine 
all  these  documents;  I  know  of  no  omission  nor  of  no  interruption  in  them,  for,  so  fa^as  I 
am  concerned,  I  declare  to  the  house  when  I  wished  to  ioform  myself  concerning  the  events 
which  have  taken  place  in  Mexico  since  last  year  I  merely  and  simply  read  the  Moniteur. 
Thus  the  reproach  addressed  to  government  by  the  Hon.  M.  Picard  is  utteriy  unfounded. 

Let  us  now  examine  rapidly  what  Mexico  was  before,  and  what  it  has  become  since,  the 
emperor  Maximilian  ascended  the  throne ;  what  the  present  position  is,  and  what  duties  tliat 

»sition  entails  upon  us.    Let  us  consider  at  once,  as  did  the  Hon.  M.  Picard,  the  paragraph 

your  address,  and  the  amendment  to  it  proposed  by  the  opposition. 

Mexico,  prior  to  the  French  intervention,  (and  all  agree  on  this  point,)  was  a  prey  to  the 
most  deplorable  anarchy.  For  fifty  years  it  had  undergone  all  the  sufferings  entailed  by  pro- 
Ions^  revolution ;  governments  succeeded  each  other  with  the  most  marked  want  of  stability ; 
ciYU  war  reigned  in  central  Mexico,  and  in  a  large  portion  of  the  south.  The  northern  prov- 
inces had  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  all  authority,  the  governors  having  long  since  declared 
their  independence. 

There  existed  in  that  unfortunate  country  a  sad  contrast  between  the  riches  with  which  God 
has  endowed  it,  and  the  disordered  rule  of  the  leading  classes  which  governed  it.  As  was 
said  yesterday  by  the  honorable  M.  Corta,  labor,  the  love  of  order,  and  patriotism,  had  no 
longer  a  home  there ;  but  among  the  long-oppressed  Indian  population,  agriculture,  industry, 
ana  commerce  had  no  security  of  existence  or  of  duration ;  labor  no  fature  to  look  to.  And 
this  disorder  did  not  injure  the  natives  only ;  it  reached  all  foreigners  who  had  come  to  bring 
their  activity  and  their  industry  into  the  various  parts  of  Mexico. 

Such  is  the  origin  of  the  resolution  taken  by  three  ffreat  nations  to  avenjg^  the  injuries  re- 
ceived b^  their  countrymen,  and  the  outrages  to  which  they  had  been  subjected.  Such  was 
the  condition  of  Mexico. 

What  has  it  become  since  the  French  intervention  7  What  has  it  become  since  the  emperor 
Maximilian  ascended  the  throne  to  which  he  was  called  by  a  regular,  universal  suffit^, 
whose  votes  were  prese&ted  to  him  when  he  accepted  the  crown ;  what  has  it  become  smce  7 

But,  first,  let  us  ask,  at  this  moment,  when  that  question  is  propounded  to  us,  how  long  a 
time  has  there  elapsed  to  justify  a  demand  for  the  absolute  pacification  of  Mexico  7 

The  emperor  Maximilian  has  hardly  been  ten  months  in  possession  of  the  Mexican  empire 
and  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  we  are  already  asked  to  give  a  strict  account  of  all  the  events 
which  may  have  taken  place ! 

Well,  let  us  look  at  the  facts. 

French  intervention  has  procured  a  durable  peace  to  the  central  part  of  Mexico ;  but  a  large 
portion  of  the  country  had  not  yet  been  embraced  by  the  operations  of  our  troops.  All  tne 
northern  provinces  and  part  of  the  south  along  the  racific  coast  were  yet  in  thehands  of  the 
adversaries  of  the  empire,  and  that  for  the  reason  given  a  moment  ago  by  the  honorable  Mr 
Corta.  The  federal  system  had  divided  the  country  into  almost  entirely  independent  prov- 
inces; each  governor  had  his  own  administration,  his  own  justice,  his  own  army,  his  own 
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finaaees ;  paid  and  equipped  his  troops,  and  had  an  arsenal  of  his  own  at  the  seat  of  his  gfor- 
.emment. 

Thus  there  was  no  centralisation  of  the  administratire  powers,  hnt  a  complete  dispersion  of 
all  authority,  and  even  of  financial  resoorces,  for  the  rovemors  levied  taxes,  bat  verj  seldom 
did  any  portion  of  them  reach  the  hands  of  the  central  administration  at  Mexico. 

The  emperor  of  Mexico  had,  therefore,  a  two-fold  mission  to  fulfil.  He  had  first  to  reor- 
ganize the  administration  and  government  in  the  parts  of  the  country  which  were  pacified ; 
he  had  the  difiicalt  task  of  steering  clear  of  the  passions  of  the  contending  parties,  avoiding 
the  exaggerations  of  the  clerical  party  as  well  as  the  fiery  demands  of  the  party  called  liberal 
in  Mexico. 

He  had,  besides,  to  organize  in  the  midst  of  these  factions  a  new  party,  at  once  conservative 
and  liberal,  which  should  avoid  all  the  above-mentioned  obstacles. 

It  is,  undeniably,  a  difficult  task  that  of  reorganizing  all  .this  complicated  administrative 
and  governmental  machinery  which,  in  the  Old  World,  we  can  establish  only  with  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  patience,  and  which  we  have  perfected,  but  after  paying  often  very  dear  for 
oar  mistakes. 

He  had  at  the  same  time  to  establish  his  authority  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  his  empire, 
to  overcome  the  influence  of  Juarez,  and  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  ms  puty  and  of  the  gov- 
ernors, who  considered  themselves  independent. 

What  has  he  accomplished,  gentlemen  7  He  inaugurated  his  administration  by  a  general 
amnesty,  thus  ur^ng  the  country  to  quiet,  to  peacefulness,  and  seeking  to  lead  toe  people  to 
ideas  of  order  and  those  of  the  government.  Then  he  convened,  as  you  were  informed  by  Mr. 
Corta,  all  the  most  enlightened  and  eminent  men  of  the  city  of  Mexico  and  of  the  provinces, 
without  distinction  of  parties,  and  without  inouiring  into  the  part  played  by  them  in  former 
political  events,  and  he  intrusted  them  with  the  task  of  inquiring  into  the  questions  of 
finances  and  that  of  the  organization  of  the  army. 

Finally,  in  order  not  to  act  too  predpitately  in  anything  in  this  country,  rendered  sore  by 
revolutions,  be  went  himself  into  the  provinces,  visited  the  principal  cities,  inquired  into  the 
tendencies,  the  ideas,  customs,  hopes  of  the  people,  thus  gathering  all  the  information  which 
could  be  useful  to  him  in  the  difficult  art  of  governing  a  nation. 

After  his  return  to  Mexico,  making  up  his  mind  at  once,  he  resolved  all  the  questions 
which  had  to  be  disposed  of,  and  determined  the  administrative  course  of  the  prefects  of  the 
empire  by  instruction  worthy  of  the  homage  they  received  yesterday. 

He  baa  organized  a  council  of  state ;  he  has  restored  justice — ^that  justice  so  endangered 
in  Mexico  has  been  by  him  established  on  a  firm  basis,  which  guards  at  once  its  learning  and 
Its  liberties.  And  this  was  doing  no  little,  gentlemen.  The  administration  of  justice  in  a 
country  is  more  than  a  governmental  question.  It  is  a  social  question.  For  it  is  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  we  find  the  most  solid  basis  of  the  future  and  grandeur  of  a  nation. 
[Marks  of  approbation.] 

When  this  was  done  ne  inquired  into  all  the  questions  which  related  to  the  increase  of  the 
public  wealth.  He  sought  to  give  the  strongest  possible  impulse  to  enterprises  facilitating 
the  means  of  communication  between  the  various  parts  of  the  country. 

In  these  efforts  did  he  meet  with  general  confidence  ?  Has  he  enlisted  the  sympathies  of 
Europe  7  Have  no  manifestations  occurred  around  him  of  a  nature  to  prove  that  his  empire 
is  already  firmly  established,  and  offers  most  satisfactory  guarantees  to  public  opinion  ? 

I  consider  the  movement  which  has  taken  place  during  these  nine  months  of  the  events  of 
which  I  have  to  give  an  account  to  the  Chamber.    This  movement  has  been  as  follows : 

The  customs  of  Vera  Cruz  and  of  the  other  ports  of  the  empire  have  considerably  increased. 
The  English,  who  showed  themselves  veipr  suspicious  at  the  time  of  the  loan,  have  gained 
confidence,  and  the  g^reat  railway,  which  is  to  connect  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico,  has  been  con-  • 
ceded  to  an  English  coznpany,  who  will  fulfil  the  contract  entered  into  by  the  firm  of  Escenda 
smd  the  government  of  Juarez. 

This  is  not  alL  Various  companies  are  being  organized  in  Mexico ;  the  Guanajuato  and 
Guadalajara  railways,  which  are  to  connect  the  principal  cities  of  the  empire,  have  been  con- 
ceded; the  mines  of  Durango,  includinj^  both  the  old  lodes  and  newly  aiscovered  ones,  are 
beiiig  worked  by  mining  companies ;  science  and  speculation  have  joined  hands  to  aid  in  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  the  country.  Besides  Uie  gold  and  silver  mines  it  possesses,  there 
Itave  been  discovered  iron  and  coal  mines  and  petroleum  lands,  all  of  which  are  about  to  be 
worked. 

Something  more  was  needed.  Communications  had  to  be  established  between  the  ports 
of  Uie  two  seas  which  surround  Mexico.  A  company  was  organized  for  this  purpose,  and 
now  a  line  of  steamers  nly  between  the  ports  of  both  seas,  insuring  rapid  communications 
along  the  coasts  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

On  the  oUior  hand,  gentlemen,  the  emigration  movement  spoken  of  by  the  honorable  M. 
Corta,  has  received  a  commencement  of  execution.  I  read  in  the  Moniteur  that  large  tracts 
of  land  in  the  province  of  Zacatecas  are  being  offered  to  European  immi^^ts. 

Finely,  as  a  last  evidence  of  l^e  progress  making  in  Mexico,  and  a  most  promising 
symptom  for  the  Mexican  empire,  is  the  formation  with  French  capital  of  a  national  Mexican 
Mnk,  which  will  soon  organize  the  commercial  credit  of  Mexico. 
Such  results  obtained  in  a  new  country,  in  a  country  which  is  but  now  attaining  social 
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existence,  developinii^  for  the  first  time  its  reeoorcei  and  powers  would  be  eseentially  wortb  j 
of  attention  and  admiration.  • 

How,  then,  shall  jou  consider  them  when  thej  are  realized  in  a  ooontrr  solon|^  a  prej  to 
civil  war,  still  restive  and  distorbed,  and  of  which  a  large  portion  was  still  a  short  time  ago 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  we  were  fighting  ? 

One  wcNrd  about  militarj  expeditions. 

The  honorable  M.  Picard  has  said  that  these  military  expeditions  were  tindertaken  under 
circnmstances  rendering  them  at  once  unreasonable  and  useless. 

But  which  were  the  provinces  where  Juarez  had  sought  shelter?  Where  was  he  still 
ruling  T  What  resources  was  he  availing  himself  of  to  organize  the  **  corps  d*armee"  whiok 
we  had  to  conquer?  He  had  taken  refi^  in  the  State  of  DnrauffO,  and  thence  ruled  over 
the  States  of  Nuevo  Leon,  Coahuila,  Tamaulipas,  Chihuahua,  and  Sonora. 

He  drew  his  supplies  from  the  port  of  Matamoras,  situated  on  the  American  frontier,  and 
from  various  norts  on  the  Pacific.  Was  it  reasonable,  was  it  possible  for  the  emperor 
Maximilian  to  let  this  opposition  increase,  fed  by  the  Mexican  customs,  which  he  had  a  right 
to  rely  upon  collecting  ?  ^ 

Under  these  circumsUmoes  was  the  expedition  undertaken,  and  now  reproaches  only  are 
addressed  to  the  brave^oops  who  courageously  marched  fit>m  victory  to  victory  through 
the  immense  territory  they  had  to  cross.    [Veiy  good,  very  good.] 

A  Voice.  We  did  not  blame  our  soldiers. 

The  Secretary  of  State.  You  did  not  blame  the  soldiers,  but  you  blamed  the  eminent 
officer  who,  in  order  to  insure  the  completion  of  our  undertaking,  and  to  hasten  the  return 
of  our  troops,  undertook  these  expeditions ;  led  by  political  considerations,  vou  blamed  the 
eminent  chief  who  planned  these  tar-off  expeditions,  and  you  sought  to  make  government 
contradict  itself. 

A  Voice  on  the  left.  It  is  the  system. 

The  Secretary  of  State.  Yes,  our  troops,  commanded  by  Marshal  Bazaine,  took  pos- 
session successively  of  Durango  and  Monterey,  then  strengthened  by  Mexican  troops,  and, 
assisted  by  our  navy,  they  seized  Matamoras,  and  thus  dried  up  the  source  of  Juarez's  sup- 
plies, which  he  used  against  us.  They  did  not  stop  there.  Marshal  Bazaine  sent  General 
Douay  into  the  State  of  Jalisco,  and  gave  him  the  charge  of  subjecting  these  agitated  prov- 
inces then  advancing  toward  the  regions  along  the  Pacific  coast,  we  brought  Uiem  all  un- 
der the  rule  of  the  emperor  Maximilian. 

We  have  been  to  Acapulco,  to  Tepic,  to  San  Bias,  to  Mazatlan ;  perhaps  we  are  at  present 
on  our  way  towards  Guavmas,  the  most  important  port  of  Sonora.  Everywhere  did  we  vin- 
dicate the  nonor  of  the  Irench  fiag,  or  rather  of  the  Mexican  fiag,  whose  defenders  we  were. 
[Very  good,  very  good.  ]  A  wortny  crowning  of  these  great  undertakings  was  the  uncondi- 
tional surrender  of  Oajaca,  of  its  governor,  Porforio  Diaz,  and  of  the  four  thousand  men  of 
his  command. 

Now,  gentlemen,  that  our  conduct  has  been  explained,  and  a  condensed  account  of  oui 
operations  presented,  what  criticisms  are  made  agaiinst  us  ? 

If  I  understand  the  Hon.  M.  Picard  correctly  he  brin^  two  prindpal  accusations  against 
us :  an  overweening  confidence  in  the  resources  of  Mexico,  ana  a  breach  of  promise. 

Wo  would  allow  the  Mexican  government  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  our  market  when  Mexi- 
can finances,  according  to  his  opinion,  do  not  present  sufficient  gfuarantee. 

We  had  prondsed  to  withdraw  the  troops  at  the  end  of  the  year  1864,  and  we  violated 
that  promise. 

As  regards  Mexican  finances,  gentlemen,  did  not  the  information  imparted  by  the  Hon. 
Mr,  Corta  fiillv  satisfy  the  house  concerning  the  resources  of  that  country?   [Yes,  yes.] 

The  honorable  M.  Picard  g^t  hold  of  I  know  not  what  kind  of  statistical  tables,  which  he 
showed  the  house  from  a  distance,  and  which  he  finds,  says  he,  contradict  the  statements 
made  by  the  Hon.  M.  Corta,  statements  taken  from  a  former  minister  of  finances  in  Mexico. 

Did  the  Hon.  M.  Corta,  in  order  to  convince  you,  merely  ^ve  you  the  indications  of  some 
writer  or  other  ?  Did  he  not  analyze  the  position  of  the  Mexican  empire  under  Spanish 
rule,  afterwards  as  a  republic,  and  again  after  the  United  States  had  taken  possession  of  it  ? 
Did  he  not  follow  up  the  ouestion  in  the  mos  tthorough  manner,  proving  that  as  fhr  back  as 
in  1804  the  resources  of  Mexico  represented  one  hundred  millions  of  taxes,  of  which  fifly 
millions — the  figures  are  due  to  M.  de  Humboldt — ^wero  handed  over  to  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties, who  used  part  of  it  for  the  colony  and  sent  the  other  part  to  the  mother  country?  This 
is  also  confirmed  from  other  sources. 

In  1846  the  Americans  had  possession  of  all  the  Mexican  ports ;  they  could  collect  the 
Mexican  customs  for  their  own  use.  How  much  do  the  documents  of  that  lime  value  themt 
At  eighty  to  ninety  millions ;  the  very  figures  mentioned  bjr  the  Hon.  M.  Corta. 

There  was  less  contraband  and  fewer  frauds  going  on  then.  The  Americans  managed  the 
customs  in  a  way  which  gave  the  best  guarantee  in  that  respect 

These  figures  were  but  the  rough  product,  I  know.  But  Mexican  budgets  are  made  as 
we  make  them  in  France.  In  the  budget  of  expenses  figure  the  expenses  for  the  administra- 
tion and  collecting  of  customs,  while  Uie  rough  amount  derived  from  them  figures  in  the 
budget  of  receipts. 

It  was,  therefore,  natural  for  the  Hon.  M.  Corta,  whoi  ooonting  up  the  resources,  to  put 
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down  the  receipts  at  eif^htj  to  ninety  millionfl,  expresflini^  the  hope  of  seeing  these  figures 
.  increase,  indicating,  as  he  did,  that  the  entire  budget,  including  the  iliterests  on  the  state 
deht,  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fiflj  millions.  He  then  counted  up  all  the  resources 
which  revenue  taxes  and  the  tobacco  monopolj  would  give  Mexico,  and  said  there  was  a 
wide  margin  of  resources  and  securities  which  Mexico  could  rely  upon  and  give  in  pledge  to 
Europe. 

Gentlemen,  permit  me  to  offer  you  a  consideration  which  will  make  the  house  trust  in  the 
vitality  and  powers  of  that  country. 

Do  yon  think  that,  during  the  civil  war,  enormous  contributions  were  not  levied  by  the 
contending  governments  7 

Some  £y8  ago  I  questioned  an  honorable  general  recently  returned  from  Mexico,  and 
asked  him  what  he  thought  of  the  resources  of  that  lar^e  empire.  "  That  country,"  answered 
he,  **  has  paid  three  hundred  millions  taxes  during  fifty  years ;  during  fifty  years  the  irregu- 
lar governments  existing  there  levied  on  Indian  labor,  on  Indiui  produce,  and  on  the  goods 
passing  through  the  custom-house,  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  millions.  How,  then,  can 
any  oue  pretend  to  fear  lest  when  order,  prosperity,  and  liberty  are  restored,  and  develop 
all  these  magnificent  natural  resources,  it  should  not  be  possible  to  levy  one  hundred  and 
fif^  millions  taxes  V* 

Have  no  fears,  gentlemen ;  the  impulse  given  by  the  emperor  Maximilian  will  insure  the 
lasting  prosper!^  of  the  finances  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and  give  undoubted  securities  to 
those  who  shall  lend  it  their  money.  [Approbation.]  There  can  besides^  in  this  case,  be  no 
direct  or  moral  responsibility  attaching  to  the  French  government  France  does  not  inter- 
fere, and  gives  no  direct  or  indirect  guarantee  on  the  question  of  the  Mexican  loan.  We 
inform  public  opinion  of  facts  which  we  believe  to  be  true.  We  publish  them  in  full,  and  in 
all  sincerity,  and  it  is  for  the  public  to  judge.    [Approbation.] 

Mr.  JuL£8  LE  Favre.  What  means  of  verification  has  the  public? 

The  Secretary  of  State.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Jules  Favre  asks  me  what  means  of  verifica- 
tion the  public  possesses  7  I  will  tell  him.  These  means  are  the  capitalists  who  will  give 
their  money,  and  who  know  their  own  interests  full  as  well  as  you  do 

Several  Voices.  They  know  it  much  better. 

The  Secretary  of  State who  do  not  risk  their  money  in  operations  which  they  con- 
sider unsafe ;  who  examine,  vquestiou,  inquire,  hunt  up  information,  and  have  all  the  legiti- 
mate caution  of  capital  whidi  dislikes  ventures  and  risks.    [Adhesion.] 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  The  subscribers  to  the  first  loan  have  already  lost  twenty  per  cent., 
and  now  you  talk  of  a  second.    [Interruption.] 

The  President.  I  beg  the  Hon.  M.  Picard  not  to  interrupt  the  speaker.  He  has  expressed 
in  the  house  many  ideas  which  certainly  conflicted  with  the  views  of  liu-ge  numbers  of  his 
colleagues. 

Several  Voices.  Yes,  yes. 

The  President.  It  was  then  his  right ;  now  it  is  his  duty  to  listen  to  contradiction. 
[Anprobation.] 

The  Secretary  of  State.  You  are  concerned  about  the  future  loan ;  and  certainly,  it' 
the  money-holders  who  to-morrow  shall  read  your  speech  believe  in  your  assertions,  they  will 
be  in  no  hurry  to  advance  their  money ;  and  if  they  sought  your  legal  advice,  you  would 
counsel  them  against  it    [Laughter.] 

Well,  I  want  to  quiet  your  fears — ^to  restore  your  confidence ;  do  not  worry ;  the  loan  is  sub- 
scribed. At  this  moment,  while  I  am  speaking,  it  is  signed  by  the  most  important  firms  in 
France  and  England.  [Applause.]  I  received  the  news  as  I  was  entering  the  house. 
This  mistrust,  these  criticisms  against  the  most  vital  interests  of  the  country,  coming  from  un- 
known sources,  and  seeking  to  sow  disquietude  and  fears,  will  not  be  listened  to,  and  it  b 
what  they  deserve.    [Renewed  applause.] 

We  must  then  la^  by  all  the  allegations  laboriously  collected  and  brought  forward  by  M. 
Picard.  The  question  has  been  analyzed  and  studied  by  those  who  have  the  most  direct 
interest  in  it ;  and  they  have  decided  to  put  their  money  into  the  undertaking. 

C^tlemeu,  there  is  a  reproach  which  has  touched  me  more  deeply,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a 
lepresentative  of  the  government.  The  house  has  been  told  that  statements  made  to  the  corps 
legislatif,  that  engagements  entered  into,  had  been  disre|;arded  and  broken.  It  has  been 
claimed  that  we  promised  last  year  to  end  the  expedition  m  1864,  and  to  bring  back  all  our 
troops  to  France.  The  convention  of  Miramar  has  been  distorted  to  find  in  it  I  know  not 
what  contradictions  between  its  stipulations  and  those  made  in  January.  Is  Uiis  the  first 
time  this  convention  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  house?  Has  it  not  been  discussed  here? 
After  the  10th  of  April,  when  it  was  concluded,  was  it  not  discussed,  criticised,  and  examined 
by  all  the  members  of  the  corps  legislatif?  Has  not  every  point  in  it  been  fully  and  freely 
canvassed  7  Who,  then,  maintains  that  that  convention  contradicted  the  declarations  of  gov- 
ernment ?  What  did  we  say  in  January,  1864  ?  **  Government  had  declared  that  it  would 
not  guarantee  the  loan  which  the  emperor  of  Mexico  was  wishing  to  contract ;"  and  also  that 
the  French  troops  would  not  remain  an  indefinite  time  in  the  service  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment ;  that  the  length  of  their  stay  in  Mexico  would  be  regulated  by  the  requirements  of  the 
interests  which  had  called  us  there  and  which  we  were  to  defend. 

In  Jaaoary  we  simply  expressed  a  wish  with  regard  to  the  return  to  Fiance  of  part  of  ^ur 
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troq>8.  It  is  only  in  May  tliat  we  went  fiirtber,  and  named  the  number ;  we  said  we  Uiongki 
it  nossible  we  might  recaU  as  manj  as  10,000  men. 

Sach  is  the  engagement  we  bad  taken,  and  the  budget  recently  gave  it  the  fullest  confirma- 
tion. You  can  examine  the  figures  which  were  submitted  to  jou,  and  ;jrou  will  find  a  very 
large  reduction  in  the  expenses  resulting  from  the  reduction  of  our  army  in  Mexico. 

Troops  have  returned.  It  is  true  that  up  to  January,  1865,  they  numbered  but  7,000  to 
8,000  men,  Marshal  Bazaine  having  retained  a  regiment  of  zouaves  ror  his  operations  against 
Oiigaca.  But  two  days  ago  we  received  from  Marshal  Bazaine  information  tnat  tliis  regiment 
was  on  the  point  of  embarking  for  France ;  and,  as  became  an  intelligent  statesman,  and  a 
general  desirous  of  fulfilling  the  promises  made  by  his  government — 

**  I  hope  to  fulfil  the  engagement  taken  by  the  secretary  of  state  towards  the  corps  legislatif. 
I  shall  be  the  faithful  gus^ian  of  the  promises  he  has  made.  Mv  efforts  in  rapialy  carrying 
our  arms  to  the  various  parts  of  the  territory  north  and  south  of  the  Mexican  empire  were  but 
the  means  to  hasten  the  moment  of  our  departure,  and  of  realizing  the  hopes  conceived  in* 
and  the  promises  made  to,  the  corps  legislatif/'    [Approbation.]    Any  talk  about  breach  of 

S remises,  engagements  set  at  naught,  is,  therefore,  the  result  of  a  profound  error,  and  this 
iscussion  can  only  leave  the  regret  that  there  should  be  persons  so  leady  to  doubt  the  word 
of  a  loyal  government  and  the  promises  it  makes  to  a  house  which  it  respects.  [Appro* 
bation.  1 

But  there  is  a  black  spot  on  our  hotizon.  Some  point  to  it  and  show  it  to  us.  They  do 
not  appeal  to  our  fears,  but  they  give  us  the  frienaly  advice  of  hastening  the  return  of  our 
troops  if  we  wish  to  escape  the  attack  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen,  this  question  cannot  be  permitted  to  remain  hidden  in  the  semi-obscurity  when 
it  was  left  by  the  Hon.  M.  Picard,  who  in  this  followed  the  example  of  the  Hon.  Jules  Favre, 
We  must  fathom  the  question ;  we  must  know  what  the  danger  is  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened. If  it  is  a  serious  danger  we  should  discuss  and  encounter  it  like  men ;  if  it  is  not,  we 
should  learn  to  despise  it.    [Approbation.! 

What  events,  then,  gentlemen,  can,  in  the  United  States,  have  reversed  the  very  reassuring 
declarations  I  read  to  you  last  year  from  this  same  tribune  T  What  has  hap]5ened  to  justify 
these  fears  and  anxiety  7 

I  know  that  around  that  Mexican  question  swarm  intrigues  of  which,  eyetj  day,  I  dis- 
cover some  threads.  I  know  that  from  the  Mexican  provinces  bordering  on  the  United  States 
there  come  every  day  encouragements  to  an  impracticable  plan  of  a  war  oetween  the  American 
republic  and  Mexico.    I  know  that  these  intrigues  are  felt  over  in  Europe,  and  even  in  France. 

A  fortnight  ago  I  read  in  a  foreign  journal  a  most  frightful  description  of  our  position  in 
Mexico ;  and  I  found  the  same  article  published  simultaneously  in  fifteen  newspapers  in  va- 
rious parts  of  Europe.  There  is  evidently  somewhere — I  do  not  know  where,  and  I  accuse 
no  one — a  centre  whence  people  try  to  encourage  bad  feelings,  and  to  propagate  erroneous 
appreciations  of  our  Mexican  expedition. 

is  this  anything  new  to  you  ?  Did  not  some  of  you  yesterday  hand  me  something  claiming 
to  be  a  proclamation  of  Juarez,  and  coming  not  from  his  actual  residence  in  Mexico,  but  from 
Florence,  [laughter,]  and  distributed  on  the  eve  of  the  discussion  to  all  the  members  of  the 
corps  legislatif?     [Renewed  laughter.] 

I  should  not  have  mentioned  these  incidents  had  not  M.  Picard  seen  fit  to  take  hold  of  that 
anonymous  document,  unsigned,  which  has  not  even  the  merit  of  being  written  in  French, 
and  which  he  represents  as  a  protest  of  the  French  subscribers  to  the  Mexican  loan.  What 
does  he  know  about  it  ?  What  g^uarantee  can  he  give  concerning  that  work — its  authorship, 
its  origin,  its  aim  7  And  if  he  can  give  us  none,  why  did  he  give  it  the  honor  of  publicity 
before  the  corps  lerislatif  7 

M.  E.  Picard.  I  merely  took  from  that  book  a  few  questions  which  it  propounded. 

The  Secretary  of  State.  Gentlemen,  what  occurred  in  America  resembles  y&rj  much 
what  is  going  on  in  France  with  regard  to  the  Mexican  question.  The  press  propagated  the 
rumor  that  the  French  government  wanted  to  make  a  colony  of  Sonora  and  Chihufmua,  two 
provinces  almost  as  large  as  France,  and  to  work  the  mines  which  abound  there  Hence  a 
great  uproar  in  America.  What !  said  they,  will  France,  not  satisfied  with  obtaining  re- 
dress ^r  her  grievances,  and  aiding  in  establishing  in  Mexico  the  imperial  government  of 
Archduke  Maximilian,  attempt  now  to  establish  a  colony  in  provinces  which  border  on  oar 
own  country  7    This  requires  looking  sharply  after. 

Next  came  other  accusations.    They  said  in  America  that  we  wanted  to  violate  the  promised 

neutrality ;  we  had  given  to  southern  ships-of-war  privileges  which  we  refused  to  northern 

vessels ;  our  intention  was  not  only  to  violate  our  neutralitv  on  small  points,  but  even  to  in* 

terfere  by  force  in  the  conflict  between  north  and  south.   All  this  has  been  published  in  America. 

.  Yes,  we  were  going  to  interfere  in  this  terrible  war,  and  on  the  side  of  tne  south. 

This  created  some  excitement.  In  answer  to  this  supposed  threat'of  intervention  we  were 
threatened  in  turn  with  intervention  in  Mexico.  To  justify  such  a  proceeding  the  Monroe  doe- 
trine  was  quoted.  They  said  that  when  peace  was  made  with  the  south  it  would  then  be  the 
S roper  time  to  attack  the  Mexican  empire.  What  did  all  thu  excitement  lead  to  7  To  two  ind- 
ents in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  Senate  at  Washington.  The  orator  who  last 
year  presented  a  resolution  relatin  g  to  Mexico  repeated  his  motion.  It  was  at  first  rejected,  thea 
adopted  two  days  afterwards.    This  resolution  had  no  direct  bearing  on  the  Mexican  questioii. 
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Its  object  was  to  contradict  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Seward  and  President  Lincoln,  and  to  assert 
tbe  ri^ht  of  the  Honse  to  exercise  a  direct  influence  on  diplomatic  negotiations,  a  right  denied 
them  m  the  despatch  which  was  read  to  jon  last  jear. 

In  the  Senate,  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  budget  proposed, 
considering  that  the  Mexican  empire  has  not  been  recognized  by  the  United  States,  to  sub- 
stitute the  words,  **  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,"  in  the  place  of 
•'  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico." 

Such  are  the  two  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Mexico.  Do  you  consider  them  very 
ominous?  Afterwards,  when  some  prospects  of  peace  became  apparent,  the  Monroe  doctrine 
was  brought  out  as  a  cloak  for  the  attempt,  and  it  was  claimed  that  reconciliation  would 
facilitate  the  carrying  out  of  the  doctrine. 

But  these  hopes  were  disappointed,  and  these  trifling  incidents  were  forgotten  among  the 
preoccupations  of  war.  You  are  doubtless  aware  that  that  war  is  still  being  carried  on  with 
painful  activity.  Yesterday's  paper  gave  you  the  news  of  a  frightful  conflict  between  the 
armies  of  Grant  and  Lee. 

And  has  the  government  of  the  United-States  been  in  any  way  affected  bv  these  mendacious 
rumors?  Have  we  been  asked  to  justify  ourselves?  And  would  it  not  have  been  easy  for 
us  to  have  done  so  ?  What  had  we  done  ?  We  had  conceded  to  the  south  belligerent  rights ! 
But  how  could  we  have  done  otherwise  ?  Were  we  not  obliged  through  this  prolonged  war 
to  insure  in  so  doing  the  rights  of  our  maritime  commerce  and  the  neutrality  of  our  posi- 
tion ? 

Have  we  pone  beyond  this  necessary  step  in  our  diplomatic  policy  ?  Have  we  a  represent- 
ative at  Bichmond  ?  Has  the  government  at  Richmond  an  official  representative  at  Paris  ? 
Has  not  the  French  government  continued  to  be  officially  represented  at  Washington  ?  Our 
conceding  belligerent  rights  to  the  south  could  not  therefore  constitute  a  serious  cause  for 
complaint.  Have  we  then  violated  the  rules  of  neutrality?  Never  did  a  government  take 
greater  pains  than  ours  did  to  respect  the  principles  and  to  observe  the  international  regula- 
tions on  this  point 

The  causes  of  our  conduct  were  evident,  and  allowed  of  no  misunderstanding. 

Finally  had  we  to  justify  ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  United  States  of  that  strange  idea 
of  founding  a  colony  in  Sonora. 

Gentlemen,  this  slanderous  rumor  soon  died  of  its  own  accord,  as  it  had  no  serious  founda- 
tion. Hence,  explanations  took  place — despatches  passed  between  the  two  governments. 
What  was  the  result  ? 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1864,  the  President  of  the  United  States  declared  in  his  annual 
message  that  he  intended  remaining  strictly  neutral  in  the  Mexican  question ;  and  in  March 
last  in  his  re-election  message  he  invited  all  nations  to  peace  and  concord. 

Finally,  when  his  representative  at  Paris  communicated  with  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  he  gave  his  most  loyal  and  satisfactory  explanations.  He  discarded  all  these  misap- 
prehensions, all  these  fears  of  a  conflict  between  the  United  States  and  France,  as  based  upon 
a  misunderstanding.  He  was  able  to  say,  you  are  accused  of  a  desire  of  interfering  in  our 
affairs ;  this  excited  the  ire  of  the  American  press.  America  is  a  wise  and  thoughtful  nation ; 
the  loyal  conduct  of  France  will  regelate  their  condudt  in  leturn.  Who  can  entertain 
any  doubt  about  our  course  7  Have  we  not  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  war  declared  our 
£rm  intention  of  remaining  neutral  ?    [Approbation.] 

Thus  when  I  look  closely  at  the  facts  as  they  are  to  be  looked  at,  in  order  to  destroy  those 
rumors  which  we  meet  with  outside,  and  with  which  some  attempt  to  create  trouble  for  the 
imperial  government,  I  can  find  in  them  nothing  of  any  importance. 

If  I  should  venture  further ;  if,  instead  of  studying  only  the  facts,  I  were  to  inquire  into  the 
doctrines  and  interests  which  are  brought  into  play,  then  also  would  I  find  no  cause  to  at- 
tach any  importance  to  this  chance  of  a  conflict.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  pretended  guarantee 
which  some  claim  to  find  in  an  indefinite  extension  of  the  war  between  the  south  and  north. 
I  look  upon  such  a  hope  as  impious.  I  Approbation.  ]  The  wish  of*the  imperial  government 
is  that  tois  war,  which  is  injurious  to  the  interests  of  all  countries,  may  speedily  come  to  an 
end.  [Strong  and  general  approbation.]  It  expresses  no  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  wishes  the  conflict  to  terminate.  It  has  no  right  to,  for  it  respects  the  independence  of 
the  American  peonle.  But  its  most  ardent  wishes  are  for  concord,  and  the  day  when  peace 
shall  be  made  will  be  for  France,  the  old  ally — and  permit  me  to  use  this  expression,  the 
sponsor  of  the  United  States — a  day  of  joy  and  happiness.     [Loud  approbation.  ] 

Let  us,  then,  not  wish  to  see  this  terrible  war  prolonged  for  the  sake  of  postponinj^  a  conflict 
about  Mexico.     Have  the  United  States  any  interest  in  entering  into  such  a  conflict  ? 

We  have  been  told  in  the  early  part  of  this  debate  that  the  United  States  once  took  Mexico 
and  held  it.  They  hastened  to  let  it  go  upon  its  paying  the  expenses  of  the  war.  They  would 
have  us  believe  that  the  United  States  would  nave  an  interest  in  attaching  the  Mexican 
provinces.  The  contrary  is  the  truth.  What  is  the  aim  of  the  United  States  ?  The  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  in  its  fx>rmer  strength,  in  its  original  condition  of  grandeur  and  prosperity, 
and  free  from  slavery.  Well,  then,  let  us  for  a  moment  forget  that  our  flag  waves  in  Mexico, 
that  our  forces  protect  its  frontiers ;  would  the  United  States  have  an  interest  in  annexing 
it?  No,  certainly,  for  it  would  be  strengthening  the  south.  Do  you  not  see  that  Mexico, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  would  be  a  standing  threat  of  separation  ?  i 
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The  interest  of  the  United  States  is  to  caltiyate  friendlj  relations  with  Mexico,  bj  means 
of  trade  and  commerce.  This  is  their  true  means  of  action  and  of  conquest ;  the  way  is  opea 
to  them,  and  it  can  but  do  frood  to  all.     [Approbation.] 

I  do  not  insist  on  what  has  been  said  of  jpossible  inroads  bj  filibusters  landine  on  the 
Mexican  coasts.  Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  Corta  has  disposed  of  that  question ;  he  has  reminded  jon 
that  there  are  some  four  to  five  hundred  leagues  from  Matamoras  and  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  to  Mexico ;  that  no  vessel  could  be  found  sufficient  to  cany  any  number  of  troops  to 
any  point  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  of  the  Pacific  coast  Such  expeditions  have  always 
proved  fatal  to  their  authors ;  there  is  no  occasion  to  fear  them,  and  they  could  have  no 
result 

This  phantom,  then,  has  ceased  to  exist  There  is  no^  reason  that  we  can  see  for  France 
and  the  United  States  ceasing  to  be  at  peace ;  these  two  powers  will  remain  allies,  remem- 
bering their  old  friendship,  as  well  as  the  interests  and  sympathies  which  unite  them. 
[MarKed  approbation.  ] 

And  now,  gentlemen,  let  us  examine  the  amendment    How  is  it  worded  1 

**We  deplore  more  than  ever  the  blood  flowing  in  Mexico  for  the  benefit  of  a  foreign 
prince,  the  disregard  of  popular  sovereignty,  and  our  policy  committed  to  an  erroneous 
course. 

**  We  expect  our  troops  to  be  recalled  in  accordance  with  the  declarations  of  the  govern- 
ment*' 

Such  are  the  views  of  th«  opposition. 

It  certainly  would  require  great  courage  for  themiy'ority  to  inflict  on  the  government  such 
umust  reproaches  as  thoAQ  contained  in  your  amendment     [Approbation.] 

What !  Must  I  plead  here  again  a  cause  so  often  heard  and  decided  7  Must  I  recall  the  rea- 
sons which  led  to  toe  Me^cican  expedition?  [No,  no ;  it  is  useless.]  Must  I  repeat,  gentlo- 
men,  that  you  have  decided  over  and  over  again  that  the  cause  which  took  us  to  those  far-off 
shores  was  just  7  Shall  I  have  to  vindicate  the  extreme  prudence  of  the  convention  of  186  L 
between  the  three  powers  bent  on  avenging  the  insults  ot  their  citizens  7  Is  there  not  in  the 
fact  of  this  union  of  three  g^reat  powers  uniting  in  the  convention  of  1861  a  most  complete 
and  energetic  answer  to  your  painful  amendment?  Do  you  believe  England  and  Spain 
would  have  signed  that  convention  with  France  had  it  contemplated  a  violation  of  national 
sovereigntv  7  There  is  neither  reason  nor  truth  in  all  this.  And  I  may  add,  while  I  am 
about  it  that  when  you  are  told  that  the  convention  was  not  first  submitted  to  the  "corps 
legislatif,*'  the  same  might  be  said  of  England  and  Spain,  two  constitutional  countries,  two 
parliamentary  ^governments  such  as  some  orators  in  this  house  like  them. 

The  convention  of  1861  was  not  submitted  first  to  the  parliaments  of  either  England  or 
Spain,  for  such  things  are  done  even  in  parliamentary  governments. 

We  are  told,  gentlemen,  that  we  can  now  make  a  treaty  with  the  imperial  government  of 
Mexico ;  that  if  we  had  some  ground  for  refusing  last  year  to  make  a  treaty  with  Juarez  or 
Almonte,  we  are  now  in  the  presence  of  a  regular  government,  and  ean  make  one  with  the 
emperor  of  Mexico. 

'  What  sort  of  a  treaty  do  you  wish  us  to  make  7  What  treaty  could  we  make  with  Mexico  7 
Have  we  not  made  the  treaty  of  Miramar  7  Does  it  not  exactly  define  our  position  ?  Have 
not  our  debts  been  liquidated?  Have  not  the  riehts  of  our  injured  fellow-citizens  been  de- 
fined and  guaranteed  ?    What  treatv  are  you  talking  about  7 

I  really  did  not  expect  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Picard  would,  for  the  sake  of  his  arguments,  re- 
vive that  unfortunate  advice  formerly  rejected.  What !  Do  you  need  to  remind  the  house  of 
your  proposition  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  Mexico,  made  immediately  after  the  repulse  at 
Puebla  7  Have  yon  forgotten  the  feebngs  of  indignation  and  the  murmurs  which  that  pn^K>- 
sition  excited?  [Approbation.]  Have  you  forgotten  how  the  ''corps  legislatif'*  disposed 
of  that  proposition  last  year  of  treating  with  Juarez  or  Almonte,  and  how  it  was  ridiculed 
by  the  pubuc  7    [Approbation.]    No,  there  is  nothing  serious  in  all  you  say  to  us. 

The  truth  is  that  we  have  accomplished  a  great  underti^ng  in  Mexico ;  that,  le^timately 
called  upon  to  avenge  our  wrongs  m  that  extensive  country,  we  have  established  in  it  order, 
civilization,  and*  liberty;  [approbation;]  that  we  have  driven  out  aniurdiy  and  civil  war; 
and  that  in  a  few  years  that  coimtry  shidl  bless  France,  and  contribute  to  the  development 
of  its  commerce  and  grandeur. 

That  our  troops  should  remain  a  few  months  longer  in  Mexico ;  that  they  should  not  re- 
turn at  the  precise  time  appointed  by  you,  as  well  as  by  Juarez  also,  what  matters  it  indeed  T 
I  am  fully  aware  that,  encouraged  by  reports  from  France,  Juarez  writes,  '*I  shall  wearr 
them  out  and  make  the  troops  return  to  France ;  France  desires  it"  He  believes  it !  Well, 
let  him  know  that  he  is  mistaking  the  opposition  of  France.  [Ironical  laughter  on  many 
benches.    Approbation.  ] 

M.  Jules  Fayrb.  You  are  insulting  the  opposition. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  You  are  getting  violent;  so  you  must  be  wrong.  [Exclamations  and 
murmurs.  J  .^ 

The  Secretary  op  State.  I  was  not  aware  of  being  violent  [Laughter  and  approba- 
tion. ]  If  to  be  violent  is  to  be  wrong,  the  opposition  are  in  very  great  dtmger  of  being  con- 
demned by  their  own  showing.     [Approbation.  ]  ' 

Yes,  gentlemen,  [the  speaker  faces  the  left,]  you  are  more  violent  than  ever  we  ahall  be  in 
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the  name  of  the  ^Tenunent ;  hut  joa  have  an  excuse,  and  I  will  teU  ^ou  what  that  excuse 
is.  Do  you  know  whj  you  have  sometimes  allowed  yourselves  to  he  violent  7  It  is  hecause 
YOU  have  neither  legitimate  grievances  nor  reasonable  hopes.  [Lively  approbation.]  If  vou 
had  serious  grievances  public  opinion  would  he  on  your  side,  and  it  is  not  [Approbation, 
murmurs,  interruptions/) 

M.  Jules  Fat&b.  We  have  polled  180,000  votes  in  Paris.  Try  and  get  your  candidates 
elected  there. 

M.  Chevandier  db  Yaldbrohe.  Paris  is  not  France.    [Bumor.] 

M.  Belmontel.  The  Emperor  has  had  eight  million  votes.  [Messrs.  Picard  and  Jules 
Favre  speak,  but  the  noise  does  not  permit  us  to  hear  what  they  say.] 

M.  EuGE!VB  Pblletan.  If  public  opinion  is  with  you,  give  us  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
[Yarious  exclamations.    General  noise.] 

The  President.  Ton  would  prevent  our  doing  so  by  your  attacks. 

M.  £.  Picard.  We  ask  the  government  always  to  i^peal  only  to  public^opinion.  [Con- 
tinued noise.] 

TuE  President.  I  invito  the  house  to  observe  silence  and  abstain  from  interruptions. 
The  secretary  of  state  has  the  floor,  and  I  shall  call  to  order  any  one  who  shall  again  inter- 
rupt him. 

The  Secretary  of  State.  Gentlemen,  if  I  went  a  little  too  far  in  what  I  said,  the  oppo- 
sition has  sought  to  cover  my  responsibility.  [Laughter  and  approbation.]  Tou  see  now 
zealously  they  interrupt  me.    [Approbation.] 

But  we  must  close  this  debate.  [Yes,  yes !  ]  Well,  I  have  said,  and  I  repeat,  that  the 
French  expedition  to  Mexico  was  a  great  thing ;  that  by  that  expedition  France  has  opened 
to  civilization  an  extensive  eountry.  Let  her  flag  remain  there  a  few  months  longer  to  over- 
•  come  the  last  obstacles  to  destroy  those  banditti — the  scum  of  revolutions.  What  matters  a 
few  months  more?  The  end  must  be  gained,  th6  pacification  complete.  The  dignity  of 
France  and  that  of  the  Emperor  both  require  it.  The  French  army  must  return  to  our  shores 
only  when  its  work  shall  oe  accomplished,  and  all  the  resistance  it  met  with  overcome. 
[Approbation  and  applause.  J 

From  all  sides:  The  vote .'  the  vote ! 

The  President.  The  vote  on  the  amendment  will  be  taken.  i 

M.  Maouin.  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  demand  for  a  ballot. 

The  Pretsident.  A  demand  for  a  ballot  has  been  handed  to  me  signed  by  Messrs.  Jules 
Favre,  Gamier  Pages,  Maguin,  Mari6,  Dorian,  J.  Semen,  Carnot,  Ernest  Picard,  Glais 
Bizoin,  and  Eugene  Pelletan.  In  consequence,  the  vote  on  the  amendment  shall  be  taken 
by  ballot 

The  ballot  is  taken  and  tha  result  is  as  follows : 

Number  of  votes,  241 ;  majority,  121.    For  the  amendment,  16;  against,  225. 

The  corps  legislatif  does  not  accept  the  amendment. 


[Enclosure  No.  2  to  despatch  No.  75.] 
CORPS  legislatif. 

Session  of  Saturday,  April  15,  18GS.^Debate  on  the  amendmetU  of  the  19dk  paragraph  of  the 

address. 

[Transkted  from  the  Moniteur,  April  16, 1865.] 

President  Schneider.  Messrs.  Bethmont,  Carnot,  Dorian,  Jules  Favre,  Gamier  Pages, 
Glais  Bizoin,  Gueroult,  Havin,  Herron,  La^juinais,  J.  Ma^in,  Mari6,  £.  Pelletan,  E. 
mcard,  Jules  Simons,  move  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  nineteenth  paragraph  these  ad- 
ditional words  be  appended : 

**  We  have  declared  from  the  commencement  [of  the  war?]  our  sympathies  for  the  United 
States  of  America.    Thanks  to  their  heroic  efforts,  slavery  is  abolished. 

**  We  shall  rejoice  to  witness  the  re-establishment  of  the  powerful  republic  of  the  United 
States,  the  natural  ally  of  France,  and  we  shall  hail  with  joy  a  triumph  which  has  cost  noth- 
ing to  the  caude  of  liberty." 

Mr.  Pelletan  has  the  floor  to  develop  this  amendmenL 

Mr.  E.  Pelletan.  I  do  not  desire  either  for  the  Chamber  or  for  myself  to  prolong  the  de- 
bate, not  even  to  pronounce  an  oration  in  extremis  at  the  death-bed  of  our  last  amendment, 
for  I  suppose  It  will  have  no  happier  fate  than  its  predecessors.  [Noise  to  the  vote.^  I  have 
but  a  word  to  say  upon  this  emendation,  the  0D|ect  of  which  is  to  make  reparation  for  an 
omission.  In  fact,  no  allusion  to  North  America  is  made  in  the  address  from  the  Crown,  nor 
Sn  the  draught  of  our  address,  (projet  d'adresse,)  nor  even  in  the  "Levie  Jaune,"  which 
contains  but  a  blank  page  for  what  concerns  America. 

Now,  the  American  question  is  sufficiently  important  to  be  treated  with  less  reserve;  be- 
sides, at  the  present  time,  all  discussion  is  useless,  for  at  this  very  moment  while  I  am  speak- 
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iag  the  yictorioiu  soand  of  Grant  and  of  Sherman  has  decided  the  qneetion.  Bichmond 
taken.  The  slaveholdinf;^  rebellion  is  stricken  to  the  earth,  and  the  American  republic  is  re 
instated  in  its  majestic  unity.  [Noise.]  Do  not  laugh,  gentlemen ;  you  may  be  beard  oa 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  [Renewed  noise.]  For  four  years  the  United  States  of 
America  have  borne  the  weight  of  civil  war,  and  nerer  fer  an  mstant  during  the  whole  of 
this  grievous  ordeal  have  they  entertained  an  idea  of  suspending  the  liberties  of  the  people ; 
never  have  they  opened  the  door  of  arbitrary  power  through  which  crime  so  often  finds  a 
passage.  [Votes!  votes!]  The  executive  authority  has  Wn  allowed  to  protect  itself  by 
legality  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  This  page  of  American  history  is  the  most  illustrious 
page  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

President  Lincoln  has  been  fully  aware  that  he  held  the  destinies  of  the  New  World  in  his 
hands,  and  he  has  shown  himself  e^ual  to  the  emergency ;  he  has  abolished  slavery,  and  he 
has  founded  a  second  time  the  glorious  American  repub&c 

NOMEEOUS  Voices  :  The  votes!  the  votes! 

Mr.  Ernest  Pellet  an.  It  seems  to  me  that  wherever  anything  great  and  admirable 
is  done,  there  ought  France  to  be  present  For  this  reason  I  desire  to  send  our  heartfelt  feli- 
citations to  the  other  side  of  the  ocean. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — 195  votes  against  it,  and  24  for  it,  out  of  219  voting. 


I 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[With  six  enclosures.  ] 

No.  77.]  Lboation  op  the  Unit  ed  States, 

Paris,  April  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  momentous  news  of  Lee's  flight  from  Richmond  has  just  reached 
us.  Ay^e  are  trying  to  be  grateful,  as  we  should  be,  for  such  a  signal  discomfi- 
ture of  the  enemies  of  civilization.  We  are  prepared  to  exclaim  with  the  prophet, 
'*  Behold !  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save,  neither  His  ear 
heavy  that  it  cannot  hear."  That  some  ear  has  heard  and  some  hand  has  saved 
is  the  universal  feeling  here,  even  among  those  who  were  most  anxious  for  a 
different  result.  It  is  now  generally  conceded  by  the  European  press  of  every 
political  persuasion  that  the  rebels  have  about  reached  the  point  where  they 
should  be  handed  over  to  the  police. 

I  enclose  translations  from  some  of  the  public  journals  published  the  day  after 
the  news  reached  Paris,  by  which  you  will  see  how  conclusive  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  a  disunion  of  our  republic  the  discomfiture  and  flight  of  Lee  was  regarded. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
[Translated  from  L'Opinion  Nationale,  April  16,  1865.] 

Bichmond  is  fallen.  Ailer  a  hloodj  hattle  of  no  less  than  three  days*  duration  Grant  has 
taken  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  slaveholding  States,  and  Lee  is  routed. 

Forty  thousand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners!  This  enormous  loss  falls  as  a 
death-blow  upon  the  secessionists,  who,  before  this  final  check,  had  already  drained  all  their 
resources,  and  found  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  continue  the  war,  unless  by  arming  the 
blacks. 

The  south  loses,  moreover,  along  with  Bichmond,  all  that  it  yet  retained  of  prestige  or 
moral  influence.  It  has  no  longer  a  centre  around  which  to  rally.  Its  government  has  be- 
come a  wanderer.    Bom  of  the  rebellion,  it  will  die  on  a  battle-field. 

The  fall  of  the  south  is  for  us — and  we  proclaim  it  loudly — a  great,  an  immense  source 
of  joy  and  of  gratification.  Blood  will  cease  to  flow,  the  Union  is  restored,  and  America^ 
which  the  folly  of  the  secessionists  threatened  to  lead  into  the  tyrannical  and  ruinous  sys- 
tem of  standing  armies  like  those  of  Europe — ^America,  whom  secession  might  have  brpught 
to  be  ruled  by  the  sword— America  will  continue  to  flourish  in  liberty,  and  to  give  to  the 
Old  World  an  example  ifrhich  it  cannot  long  continue  to  disregard  or  r^ect. 
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Another  canse,  also,  a  caose  dear  to  civilization,  to  justice,  and  to  linmanity,  triampbs 
with  the  north — it  is  the  canse  of  abolitionism.  The  colored  race  may  rejoice  now.  Its  let- 
ters are  forerer  broken.  The  African  is  a  freeman  in  the  fr^  republic  of  the  United  States ; 
and  in  resuming  his  place  as  a  man,  he  insures  the  same  privilege — no,  the  same  indem- 
ni^ — to  his  bretliren  in  Brazil,  in  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico. 

Let  us,  then,  return  a  fitting  homage  of  praise  and  thanksgiring  to  the  men  who  in  the 
New  World  so  well  deserve  the  thanks  of  humanity,  proflress,  and  liberty ;  to  President 
Lincoln,  who  has  advanced  so  firmly  on  the  difficult  roaa  v^ich  duty  pointed  out  to  him  ; 
to  Mr.  Seward,  who,  in  these  difficult  circumstances,  in  the  midst  of  serious  and  ceaselessly 
recurring  complications,  has  succeeded  in  keeping  his  coimtry  from  the  dangers  of  a  foreign 
war ;  to  General  Grant,  who  has  so  ably  directed  the  military  operations ;  and  to  General 
Sherman,  who,  in  his  wonderful  expeditions,  evinced  still  more  the  daring  of  genius  than 
thegenius  of  daring. 

We  can  now  rest  assured  that  peace  shall  soon  reira  from  the  frontiers  of  British  America 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  But  other  horizons  are  unfolding  before  us  at  the  same  time.  Shall 
the  United  States  manage  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  two  great  powers  of  western 
£orope? 

We  hope  so ;  and,  in  the  despatch  which  we  publish,  we  see  that  Mr.  Seward  has  de- 
clared the  firm  intention  of  the  cabinet  to  uphold  the  doctrine  of  non-intervention,  and  to 
abstain  firom  any  attack  on  the  English  possessions. 

Is  it  by  forgetfulness  that  the  despatch  omits  mentioning  Mexico  by  the  side  of  Canada  ? 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
[Translated  firom  Le  Constitutionnel,  April  16, 1865.] 

The  confederates  have  just  met  with  a  loss  which  may  appear  irreparable.*  After  three 
days  of  hotly- contested  struggle,  Richmond  (their  capital)  and  Petersburg  have  been  occu- 
pied by  the  federal  troops.  General  Lee  has  retreated  in  the  direction  of  Lynchburg,  closely 
followed  by  General  Grant,  who  expected  to  be  able  to  overtake  him  and  to  disperse  the  re- 
mainder of  his  army.  This  may  appear  an  easy  task,  if  it  be  true,  as  stated  by  correspond- 
ent, that  the  confederates  had  lost  15,000  men  Killed  or  wounded,  25,000  prisoners,  and  ]00 
to  200  cannon. 

The  despatches  bringing  this  important  news  state  that  it  excited  great  enthusiasm 
throughout  the  north.  It  would  seem,  indeed,  to  herald  the  close  of  the  war,  and  the  final 
triumph  of  the  United  States. 

But  it  will  not  be  sufficient  for  them  to  have  conquered  ;  the  most  important  point  will  be 
for  them  to  make  a  moderate  use  of  their  victory,  and  to  pursue  not  only  at  home,  but 
abroad  also,  a  conciliating  and  moderate  policy. 

In  this  respect,  the  speech  made  by  Mr.  Seward,  at  Washington,  gives  us  a  comforting 
pledge  of  the  intention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  declared  that,  if  the  people  approved  of  it,  the  President  intended,  after  the  end  of 
this  war,  to  follow  a  policy  of  non-intervention.  He  added,  that  if  England  would  only 
give  evidence  of  fairness  and  justice  towards  the  United  States,  nothing  would  be  attempted 
against  Canada. 

This  puts  an  end  to  those  apprehensions  which  some  sought  to  propagate  concerning  the 
possible  consequences  of  the  war  in  America  coming  to  an  end.  The  United  States  will  at- 
tend to  their  own  affairs  without  wishing  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  those  of  neighboring 
nations.  After  all  the  losses  they  have  to  make  up,  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  is  the  only 
wise,  practical  policy,  the  only  one  which  is  in  accordance  with  their  true  interests. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

[Translated  from  Le  Temps,  April  16,  1865.] 

The  decisive  news  from  the  United  States,  which  we  publish  to-day.  marks  one  of  the  most 
important  eras  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  history  in  general.  It  is  impossible  to  over- 
rate its  importance.  It  is  not  only  the  probable  and  speedy  end  of  a  war  whose  duration 
and  severity  lUBiicted  humanity,  and  of  which  Europe  so  sorely  felt  the  consequences ;  it  is 
not  onlv  the  fortunate,  though  dearly  bought,  abolition  of  slaveiy ;  it  is  a  victory  of  inesti- 
mable importance  for  the  liberal  interests  of  the  whole  world. 

We  may  testify  of  ourselves  that  never,  not  even  in  the  darkest  times,  did  we  entertain 
any  doubt  of  the  final  result.  Not  onl^  (admitting  the  perseverance  and  readiness  to  make 
sacrifices  to  have  been  equal  on  both  sides)  were  the  resources  of  the  north  far  superior,  and 
almost  inexhaustible,  but  the  faith  we  have  in  the  destinies  of  humanity  warned  us  that 
Washington's  work  should  not  perish,  and  that  the  great  American  republic  would  pass  tri- 

uigiLizeu  uy 'V.J  vyv-/pc  i\^ 


282  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDEKCS. 

uini>haiitl7  through  tfain  ordeaL  The  trial  was  deserved,  for  thej  had  tolerated  slavery ;  bat 
if  history  has  any  meaning,  if  it  records  anything  beyond  the  action  of  blind  forces,  they 
were  to  come  ont  of  it  victors.  God  forbid  that  we  should  insult  the  fallen !  They  defended 
heroically,  with  might  and  main,  a  cause  which  they  believed  to  be  just.  But  they  were 
wrong.  They  had  departed  from  the  path  of  justice.  We  should  respect  their  misfortune ; 
we  should  have  compassion  on  it ;  but  we  must  also  rejoice  over  their  aefoat,  for  their  victory 
would  have  been  a  misfortune  to  bumanitv. 

The  United  States  shall  emerge  from  this  crisis,  not  weakened  and  diminished,  but  invie- 
orated  and  strenethened ;  with  a  public  debt  which  they  had  not  before,  but  which  they  wUl 
cany  easily,  and  with  a  new  consciousness  of  their  might  and  power.  Thev  have  with  the 
utmost  ease  expended  an  amount  of  force,  and  we  may  even  and  committea  a  waste  of  re- 
sources, such  as  we  find  no  example  of  in  history.  They  have  pursued  the  avocations  of  peace 
while  carrving  on  a  terrible  war.  Their  institutions,  represented  as  so  weak,  have  stood  the 
test,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  finding  great  and  successful  generals  who  saved  the  country 
without  touching  on  its  liberty.  Slavery  is  dead;  the  republic  still  standing;  and  civU 
war,  instead  of  being  the  death-blow  of  liberty,  has  but  promoted  and  strengthened  it. 
Such  results  are  a  novelty  in  history,  and  great  and  happy  is  the  nation  which  first  produced 
them. 

A.  NEFFTZER- 


[Enclosure  No.  4.^Extract.] 
[Translated  from  the  Moniteur  du  Soir,  April  16,  1865.] 

*  •  •  •  •  •  #  ••  • 

After  this  bloody  battle,  which  lasted  three  days,  from  the  1st  to  the  3d  of  April,  Lee  re- 
treated to  the  southwest,  in  the  direction  of  Lynchburg.  Grant  immediately  put  himself  in 
pursuit  of  the  confederate  army,  and  his  last  despatches  aimounce  his  hope  of  overtaking  him 
before  he  has  time  to  reorganize. 

Richmond  is  in  flames,  Grant  having  prepared  to  destroy  tins  city  in  order  to  pursue  Lee, 
without  fear  of  anything  in  his  rear. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 
[Translated  from  the  Epoque,  April  16, 1865.] 

The  interest  of  all  other  foreign  news  pales  to-day  before  the  great  news  we  receive  from 
America.  General  Grant  has  taken  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  after  three  days  of  fighting. 
We  had  long  foreseen  and  predicted  this  result,  but  the  success  of  the  federal  arms  appear  to 
have  been  still  more  brilliant  and  complete  than  could  be  expected.  The  confederate  capital 
is  wrapped  in  flames — kindled  by  its  late  defenders,  perhaps.  Half  of  the  southern  army  are 
prisoners  of  war  or  destroyed.  The  remainder  are  with  difficulty  retiring,  pursued  without 
cease  by  the  victors.  It  is  a  wonder  if  they  escape  from  the  overwhelming  forces  which  sur- 
round them.  Any  desperate  effort  they  might  yet  make  would  be  useless.  Their  only  re- 
source is  to  disperse. 

There  is  no  longer  any  southern  army,  any  southern  confederacy;  there  is  onlr  peace  in 
prospect — necessary,  forced,  inevitable  peace.  This  is  not  the  time  when  we  should  attempt 
to  analyze  the  results  of  this  triumph  of  the  Union.  It  is  sufficient  to  foresee  them.  We 
know  what  war  produces ;  who  can  tell  what  peace  will  bring  forth  f 

A.  CLANEAU. 


[Enclosure  No.  6. — ^Extracts.] 
[Translated  firom  Le  Pays,  April  16, 1865.] 

The  news  from  New  York,  via  Crookhaven,  confirms  our  previsions.  A  bloody  encounter 
has  taken  place  between  the  armies  of  the  north  and  south.  After  three  days  of  a  frightful 
struggle  the  federal  troops  have  taken  possession  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg.  It  was  on 
Monday,  the  3d  of  April,  that  the  federals  entered  the  capital  of  the  Confederate  States,  which 
they,  found  in  flames. 

The  battle  which  compiled  Lee  to  evacuate  Richmond  must  have  been  hotly  contested,  fbt 
some  correspondents  estimate  that  general's  loss  at  15,000  men,  killed  or  wounded,  2S,000 
prisoners,  and  100  to  200  cannons;  that  of  the  federals  is  estimated  at  7,000  men  killed  of 
wounded. 

We  may  consider  this  as  ending  one  of  the  longest  and  most  bloody  periods  of  the  American 
war.  Yet  we  must  not,  from  the  results  obtained,  conclude  that  the  struggle  is  at  an  end, 
and  that  the  sooth  is  going  to  lay  down  Its  arms. 
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The  energy  of  its  resistance,  the  perseyerance  it  has  shown  in  defending  its  independence, 
the  certainty  it  has  acquired  that  it  caa  only  obtain  peace  by  submitting  to  hard  conditions — 
all  these  considerations  will  certainly  maintain  the  secessionists  in  arms.  The  aspect  only 
of  the  war  shall  be  changed :  it  will  be  a  guerilla  warfare — terrible,  merciless,  and  of  whick 
it  IS  at  present  impossible  to  foresee  the  eiKl. 

In  a  speech  he  made  at  Washington,  Mr.  Seward  said  that,  if  the  people  approved  of  it, 
the  eoremment  would,  after  the  end  of  the  war,  pursue  a  policy  of  non-intervention.  If 
England  acts  fairlytowards  the  United  States,  added  the  Secretary  of  State,  Canada  shall 
not  be  disturbed.  This  promise  of  non-intervention  seems  to  indicate  that  the  government  at 
Washington  is  not  fully  confident  in  the  future. 

L.  CHAUVET. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  115.]  Bbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Wathhigton,  April  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  4th  instant, 
No.  67,  indnding  copies  of  certain  documents  which  you  have  received  from 
Mr.  Wood,  our  minister  at  Copenhagen,  relative  to  the  delivery  of  the  steamer 
Stonewall,  alias  Olinde,  to  officers  of  the  insurgent  navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Biublow,  Esq.,  ifc,  ^c,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  121.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  April  24,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  7th  instant.  No.  68,  together  with  its  enclosure* 
upon  the  subject  of  certain  reports,  to  the  effect  that  a  negotiation  was  in  pro- 
gress in  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  making  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  the  insurgents,  has  been  received.  The  information  concerning  the  condi- 
tion of  the  insurgent  government,  and  the  situation  of  their  affairs,  which  it  is 
presumed  will  have  reached  you  ere  this,  cannot  but  make  you  aware  of  the 
mBity  of  the  allegation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Biqblow,  Esq.,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  April  27,  1865. 
My  Dbab  Sir  :  Ton  are  already  aware  of  the  causes  which  devolve  upon 
me  the  duty  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  very  interesting  private  letter 
of  the  7th  instant  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  cdf  its  two  accompaniments. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  has  been  able  to  ride  out 
vesterday  and  to-day,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight 
he  will  be  able  to  a  certain  extent  to  attend  to  business.  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 
is  reported  by  his  physicians  as  in  a  condition  to  inspire  good  hopes  of  his 
ultimate  recovery,  though  the  process  must  of  course,  firom  the  nature  of  his 
ii\juriee,  be  slow. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary.. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  4ir.,  4t?.>  Sfc.  uigiuzeuuy^^ww^lC 


284  DIPLOMATIC   COBEESPONDENCB. 


Mr,  BigeUno  to  Mr,  Setcard, 

No.  86.]  Legation  of.  the  United  States, 

Paris,  April  28,  1865. 

Sir  :  An  aide-de-camp  of  the  Emperor  called  early  yesterday  morning  at  the 
legation,  officially  to  testify  the  horror  and  sorrow  which  his  Majesty  expe- 
rienced on  learning  the  crime  which  had  just  deprived  the  United  States  of  its 
President,  On  the  receipt  of  the  first  report,. his  Majesty  had  refosed  to  credit 
it,  hut  a  second  despatch  later  in  the  evening  left  no  room  to  douht  its  correct- 
ness. It  was  then  too  late  to  send  to  the  legation,  hut  the  aide-de-camp  was 
instructed  to  come  at  an  early  hour  the  next  morning  to  express  the  sentiments 
of  his  Majesty,  and  to  request,  on  hehalf  of  the  Emperor,  that  I  would  transmit 
an  expression  of  them  to  the  Vice-President. 

It  is  my  duty  to  add  my  conviction  that  his  Majesty,  in  the  communication 
which  he  has  requested  me  to  make,  is  hut  a  faithful  interpreter  of  the  senti- 
ments of  his  subjects,  who  have  received  the  intelligence  with  a  unanimous 
expression  of  horror  for  the  crime  and  of  sympathy  for  its  victims. 

You  will  find  some  of  the  evidence  of  this  in  the  journals  which  I  send  you. 

I  have  been  occupied  most  of  the  afternoon  in  receiving  deputations  from 
students  and  others,  who  have  called  to  testify  their  sorrow  and  sympathy. 
Unfortunately,  their  feelings  were  so  demonstrative  in  some  instances  as  to 
provoke  the  intervention  of  the  police,  who  would  only  allow  them  in  tery 
limited  numbers  through  the  streets.  One  of  the  delegations  told  me  that 
there  were  three  thousand  of  them  who  would  have  wished  to  have  united  in 
a  formal  expression  of  their  feelings,  if  the  police  had  not  stopped  them.  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  have  been  sent  to  prison  in  consequence  of  an 
intemperate  expression  of  their  feelings.  I  can  now  count  sixteen  policemen 
from  my  window  patrolling  about  in  the  neighborhood,  who  occasionally  stop 
persons  calling  to  see  me,  and  in  some  instances,  I  am  told,  send  them  away. 

I  had  no  idea  that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  such  a  hold  upon  the  heart  of  the  young 
gentlemen  of  France,  or  that  his  loss  would  be  so  properly  appreciated. 

I  have  received  many  letters  of  condolence  already  from  distinguished  citizens, 
of  which  I  send  copies  of  two  ;  the  first  from  his  excellency  Drouyn  de  Lhujrs, 
and  the  second  from  his  imperial  highness  Prince  Pierre  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
(See  enclosures  No.  1  and  No.  2;) 

I  must  reserve  for  another  mail  the  expression  of  my  own  feelings  under  a 
dispensation  which  has  almost  paralyzed  me,  and  which  yet  seems  to  me  like 
the  revelations  of  a  troubled  dream.  I  hope  this  may  find  you  recovering  from 
your  wounds,  and  mercifully  sustained  under  the  great  trials  with  which  God 
has  been  pleased  to  visit  you  and  yours. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  h^,,  4ir.,  4^. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.— Translation.] 

Paris,  i4|>riZ-26,  1865. 
Sir:  The  telegrams  published  in  the  evening  papers  inform  me  of  the  horrible  crime  of 
which  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Seward  have  btjen  the  victims.    I  would  not  ddaj  a  moment 
longer  to  express  to  jon  our  profound  sympathy. 
Yours,  very  sincerely, 

DEOUTN  DE  LHUYS. 
Monsieur  Bioelow, 

MinisUrofthe  United  States,  Paris, 
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[Enclosnro  No.  8.~Trazuilation.] 

Paris,  April  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  believe  I  am  fulfilling  a  duty,  but  a  very  painful  one,  in  begging  you  to  accept  the 
expression  of  the  profound  affliction  I  feel  in  hearin?  of  the  death  of  President  Lincoln.  The 
sympathy  with  which  that  treat  man  has  honored  my  father's  memory,  increases  my  pro- 
found regrets.  These  shall  be  shared  by  all  noble  hearts  in  all  countries,  and  the  glonous 
name  of  Lincoln,  standing  by  the  side  of  Washington,  shall  be  the  everlasting  honor  of  your 
great  republic. 

With  great  respect  and  cordial  fraternity,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

PIERRE  NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE. 

Monsieur  le  Ministrb. 


Mr.  Bigehw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  87.  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paru,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  His  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  was  kind  enough,  on 
Saturday  last,  the  29th  of  April,  to  read,  and  at  the  same  time  to  hand  me,  a 
copy  of  a  commanication  which  he  had  made,  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  to  the 
French  minister  at  Washington  in  reference  to  our  recent  national  bereavement. 
His  excellency  also  informed  me  that  it  would  be  communicated  to  both  of  the 
legislative  branches  of  the  government  on  the  Monday  following.  It  would 
have  been  communicated  on  the  day  it  was  shown  to  me  if  the  corps  legislatif 
had  been  in  session. 

As  I  had  been  notified,  his  excellency  Mr.  Vuitry,  minister  president  of  the 
council  of  state,  at  the  opening  of  the  senate  vesterday,  and  oy  order  of  the 
Emperor,  read  the  despatch  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  added  that  he  hoped 
the  members  of  the  senate  would  unite  in  the  sentiments  which  the  Emperor 
had  charged  him  to  testify  to  them. 

The  president  of  the  Senate,  M.  Troplong,  replying  in  the  name  of  the 
assembly  to  the  commissioner  of  the  government,  declared  that  the  senate 
shared  entirely  the  views  of  the  Emperor;  that  it  had  been  struck  with  the 
same  sorrow  and  even  indignation  when  it  heard  of  the  attempt  made  upon  the 
person  of  a  citizen  borne  to  the  supreme  power  by  the  free  choice  of  his 
country ;  th^t  thia  sorrow  could  only  be  increased  by  the  recollection  of  the 
noble  sentiments  of  moderation  and  of  conciliation  manifested  in  the  recent 
proclamation  of  President  Lincoln. 

The  President  Troplong  then  proposed,  and  the  senate  unanimously  voted, 
its  adhesion  to  the  sentiments  of  the  despatch  to  the  French  minister  at 
Washington  in  the  usual  form. 

The  same  communication  was  simultaneously  submitted  to  the  corps  legis- 
latif by  his  excellency  Monsieur  Bouher,  minister  of  state,  with  a  few  im- 
pressive remarks.  The  Vije-President  Schneider,  interpreting  the  feelings  of 
the  assembly,  expressed  its  horror  at  the  crime  which  had  been  thus  brought 
to  their  notice,  and  announced  that  the  corps  legislatif  shared  completely  the 
sentiments  of  the  government 

An  account  of  the  proceedings,  as  reported  in  the  Moniteur  this  morning, 
will  be  found  in  the  annexed  enclosures  Nos.  1  and  2. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Spc.,  S(C.,  Sft. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

[Translated  from  the  Moniteur  of  May  2, 1865.] 

Commumicatiou  from  the  government* 

The  President.  M.  the  minister  resident  of  the  council  of  state  has  the  floor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  a  communication  from  the  government.    (The  house  becomes  attentive.) 

His  excellency  M.  Fechtry,  minister  resident  of  the  conncil  of  state.  (Gentlemen  of  the 
Senate :  In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Emperor,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the 
senate  the  despatch  addressed  on  the  28th  of  April  last  by  M.  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
to  M.  the  chaig^  d'affaires  of  France  at  Washington,  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln. 

This  despatch  reads  as  follows: 

Paris,  AprU  28,  1865. 

8iR :  The  news  of  the  crime  of  which  M.  le  President  Lincoln  has  fallen  a  victim  has  caused 
a  profound  sentiment  of  indignation  in  the  imperial  government. 

His  Majesty  immediately  charged  one  of  his  aidesnie-camp  to  call  upon  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  to  request  him  to  transmit  the  expression  of  this  sentiment  to  M.  Johnson, 
now  invested  with  the  presidency.  I  myself  desired,  by  the  despatch  which  I  addressed  you 
under  date  of  yesterday,  to  acquaint  you  without  delay  of  the  painful  emotion  which  we  nave 
experienced,  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to-day,  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  the  Emperor 
to  render  a  merited  homage  to  the  great  citizen  whose  loss  the  United  States  now  deplores. 

Elevated  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  republic  by  the  suffrage  of  his  country,  M.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  exhibited  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  placed  in  his  hands  the  most  substantial 
qualities.  In  him  firmness  of  character  was  allied  with  elevation  of  principle,  and  his  vigor- 
ous soul  never  wavered  before  the  redoubtable  trials  reserved  for  his  government. 

At  the  moment  when  an  atrocious  crime  removed  him  from  the  mission  which  he  fulfilled 
with  a  religious  sentiment  of  duty,  he  was  convinced  that  the  triumph  of  his  policy  was  defin- 
itively assured.  His  recent  proclamations  are  stamped  with  the  sentiments  of  moderation 
with  which  he  was  inspired  in  resolutely  proceeding  to  the  task  of  reorganizing  the  Union 
and  consolidating  pea6e.  Tlie  supreme  satisfaction  of  accomplishing  this  work  has  not  been 
granted  him;  but  in  reviewing  these  testimonies  ot  his  exalted  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  exam- 
ples of  good  sense,  of  courage,  and  of  patriotism,  which  he  has  given,  history  i/i  ill  not  hesi- 
tate to  place  him  in  the  rank  of  citizens  who  have  the  most  honored  their  country. 

By  order  of  the  Emperor  1  transmit  this  despatch  to  M.  the  minister  of  state,  who  is  charged 

communicate  it  to  the  senate  and  the  corps  legislatif.    France  will  unanimously  associate 
itself  with  the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty. 
V  Ecceive,  &c, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

M.  DE  Geofproy, 

Chargi  d*  Affaires  of  France  at  Washington. 

I  do  not  think,  gentlemen  of  the  senate,  that  this  communication  needs  any  commentary. 
It  explains  itself.  I  trust  the  senate  will  share  the  feelings  of  which  the  despatch  which  I 
have  bad  the  honor  of  readin|^  contains  the  ready  expression.  In  uniting  together  to  brand 
with  reprobation  a  horrible  crime,  the  Emperor,  &e  great  bodies  of  the  state,  and  France  in 
its  totality,  will  give  to  the  republic  of  the  United  States  a  fresh  testimony  of  their  sincere 
Byropathy.    [Loud  approbation.  ] 

The  President.  Gentlemen,  in  acknowledging  the  communication  just  made  by  H. 
he  minister,  I  beg  the  senate  will  permit  me  to  express  in  its  name  a  sentiment  which,  in 
its  unanimity  and  energy,  is  equally  felt  by  all.  The  senate  felt  a  deep  emotion  at  the  news 
of  the  crime  committea  against  the  illustrious  head  of  an  allied  nation.  Mr.  Lincoln,  placed, 
since  1861,  at  the  head  of  the  American  ifation,  had  passed  through  the  most  afflicting  trials 
that  could  befall  a  government  founded  on  liberty.  It  was  at  the  moment  when  victory  pre- 
sented itself,  not  as  a  signal  of  conquest,  but  as  the  means  of  reconciliation,  that  a  crime  still 
obscure  in  its  causes  destroyed  the  existence  of  that  citizen  placed  so  high  by  the  choice  of 
his  countrymen.  Mr.  Lincoln  fell  at  the  moment  when  he  thought  he  was  on  the  point  of 
arriving  at  the  term  of  the  misfortunes  by  which  his  country  was  afflicted,  and  when  he  in- 
dulged in  the  hope  of  seeing  it  soon  reconstituted  and  flourishing.  The  senate,  which  haa 
always  deplored  the  dvil  war,  detests  still  more  that  implacable  hatred  which  is  its  froit, 
and  which  disgraces  politics  by  assassination.  There  can,  therefore,  be  but  one  voice  in 
this  body,  to  join  in  the  ideas  expressed  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  in  the  name  of  a  generous 
policy,  and  of  humanity.    [Approbation.] 

I  propose  to  the  senate  to  decree  that  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  present  sitting  be  offi- 
cially transmitted  to  the  minister  of  state.    [Long  and  prolonged  approbation.] 
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[Endosore  No.  2.] 
[Translated  from  the  Monitenr  of  Maj  2»  1865.] 

CORPS  LEOISLATIF — SITTING  OF  MONDAY,  MAY  1. 

President  Schneider.  M.  the  imnUter  of  state  bas  the  floor  to  transmit  a  commanica- 
tion  from  the  government.  [The  assembly  becomes  veiy  attentive  and  silent.  ] 

His  excellency  M.  ROUBER,  minister  of  state.  Gentlemen :  An  odious  crime  has  plunged  in 
moorning  a  people  composed  of  our  allies  and  friends.  The  news  of  that  odious  act  has  pro- 
duced throughout  the  civilized  world  a  sentiment  of  indignation  and  horror.  [Assent.] 

Mr.  Abraham  Lincoln  had  displayed,  in  the  afflicting  stniegle  which  convulses  his  country, 
that  calm  firmness  and  that  invincible  energy  which  belong  to  strong  minds,  and  are  a 
nebessary  condition  for  the  accomplishment  of  great  duties.  [Repeated  assent.]  After  the 
victory  he  had  shown  himself  generous,  moderate,  and  conciliatoiy.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  was 
anxious  to  at  once  terminate  the  civil  war,  and  restore  to  America,  by  means  of  peace,  her 
splendor  and  prosperity.  [Hear,  hear.] 

The  first  chastisement  that  Providence  inflicts  on  crime  is  to  render  it  powerless  to  retard 
the  march  of  good.  [Repeated  assent.]  The  deep  emotion  and  elevated  sympathies  which  are 
being  displayed  in  Europe  will  be  received  by  the  American  people  as  a  consolation  and  an 
encouragement.  The  work  of  appeasement  commenced  by  a  great  citizen  will  be  completed 
by  the  national  will.  [Hear,  hear.]  The  Emperor's  government  has  sent  to  Washington 
the  expression  of  a  legitimate  homage  to  the  memory  of  an  illustrious  statesman,  torn  trom 
the  government  of  the  States  by  an  execrable  assassination. 

By  his  Majesty's  order  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  legislative  body  the  despatch 
addressed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  our  representative  at  Washington.  It  is  thus 
worded: 

(For  the  despatch  see  enclosure  No.  1.  The  reading  was  frequently  interrupted  by  expres- 
sions of  approbation  and  by  applause.) 

This  despatch,  gentlemen,  does  not  call  for  any  comment.  The  Emperor,  the  public  bodies, 
and  France,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  are  unanimous  in  their  sentiments  of  reprobation  for 
a  detestable  crime,  in  their  homage  to  a  great  political  character,  victim  of  the  most  criminal 
passions,  and  in  their  ardent  wisnes  for  the  re-establishment  of  harmony  and  concord  among 
the  great  and  patriotic  American  nation.  [Unanimous  assent.  ] 

President  Schneider.  Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  be  the  interpreter  of  your  thoughts  in 
publicly  expressing  the  g^rief  and  indignation  which  we  have  all  felt  on  learning  the  news  of 
the  bloody  death  o7  President  Lincoln.  That  execrable  crime  has  revolted  all  that  is  noble 
in  the  heart  of  France.  Nowhere  has  more  profound  or  more  universal  emotion  been  felt  than 
in  our  country.  We  therefore  heartily  join  in  the  sentiments  and  sympathies  which  have 
been  manifested  by  the  government.  [  ^es,  yes.] 

Having  been  called  to  the  direction  of  public  affairs  at  an  ever-memorable  crisis,  Mr. 
Abraham  Lincoln  has  always  proved  himsell  fully  equal  to  his  difficult  mission.  After  hav- 
ing shown  his  immovable  firmness  in  the  struggle,  he  seemed,  by  the  wisdom  of  his  language 
and  of  his  views,  destined  to  bring  about  a  fruitful  and  durable  reconciliation  between  the 
sons  of  America.  [Hear,  hear.]  His  last  acts  worthily  crown  the  life  of  an  honest  man  and 
a  good  citizen.  Let  us  hope  that  his  spirit  and  his  sentiments  may  survive  him,  and  inspire 
the  American  people  with  pacific  and  generous  resolutions.   [Approbation.] 

France  has  deplored  the  bloody  struggles  which  have  afflicted  humanity  and  civilization. 
She  ardently  desires  the  re-establishment  of  peace  in  the  midst  of  that  g^eat  nation,  her  ally 
and  her  fnend.   [Hear,  hear.  ] 

May  our  prayers  be  heard,  and  may  Providence  put  an  end  to  these  painful  trials.  [Unani- 
mous approbation.  ] 

The  legislative  body  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  communication  just  made  to  it  by  the 
^vemment,  and  demands  th  at  an  extract  of  the  minutes  of  the  sitting  shall  be  officially  ad- 
dressed to  the  minister  of  state.  [General  marks  of  assent.  ] 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 

No.  128  ]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  Tour  very  interesting  despatch,  of  the  18th  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the 
effect  produced  by  the  news  of  the  flight  of  Lee  and  the  fall  of  Petersburg  and 
Richmond,  and  giving  translations  of  the  comments  of  the  leading  French  jour- 
nals upon  the  events,  has  been  received. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfc„  Spc.  u,g,  ,zeu  oy  ^ wwglc 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  129.]  Dbpartment  of  State, 

WasAington,  May  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  18th  ultimoi 
No.  80,  which  is  accompanied  hy  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rice,  United  States 
consul  at  Spezzia,  published  in  Galignani's  Messenger,  in  defence  of  Commodore 
Craven's  courage  in  the  late  affair  with  the  ram  Stonewall  off  the  port  of  Lis- 
bon. Mr.  Seward's  attention  will  be  called  to  the  subject 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Biublow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  8fc. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  90.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  May  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  At  my  suggestion  a  meeting  was  held  at  this  legation  on  Tuesday,  the 
2d  instant,  which  appointed  a  committee  of  nine  to  prepare  an  address  that 
should  express  the  feelings  inspired  among  them  by  the  horrible  crimes  perpe- 
trated at  the  seat  of  government  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  ApriL 

On  Tuesday,  the  9th  instant,  the  committee,  at  the  legation  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  concourse  of  our  country  people,  presented  me  the  address,  which 
they  had  prepared  in  compliance  with  their  instructions,  and  which  was  signed 
by  several  hundred  Americans.  That  address,  with  the  signatures  attached 
thereto,  and  my  reply,  marked  enclosures  Nos.  1  and  2,  are  herewith  transmitted. 
You  will  find,  also,  that  the  address  and  reply  have  been  deemed  worthy  of  the 
hospitality  of  the  Moniteur  of  this  morning,  a  grace  which  will  probably  insure 
their  general  circulation  throughout  France. 

It  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  our  colony  here,  because  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  national  usages,  to  have  held  a  public  meeting,  in  the  exercises 
of  which  there  could  have  been  a  more  general  participation  ;  but,  in  view  of  the 
profound  excitement  produced  throughout  France  by  the  events  which  would 
constitute  the  pretext  for  holding  such  a  meeting,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  give 
to  such  a  demonstration  any  encouragement  A  frineral  service,  conducted  bj 
the  respective  pastors,  was  held  in  both  the  American  chapels  here  on  different 
days,  and  both  had  an  overflowing  attendance. 

The  expressions  of  sympathy  which  reach  me  daily  from  every  quarter  are 
to  me,  as  an  American,  of  the  most  gratifying,  I  miffht  indeed  say  of  the  most 
flattering,  character.  The  press  of  the  metropolis  shows  sufficiently  how  over- 
whelming is  the  public  sentiment.  Among  innumerable  written  testimonials  of 
sympathy,  I  have  received  some  from  public  bodies  and  from  groups  of  people 
which  I  propose  to  send  you  as  soon  as  I  have  enough  copying  force  liberated 
to  prepare  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


raPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  289 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  91.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paru,  May  11,  1865. 
Sir:  The  news  of  Johnston's  capitnlation  reached  us  yesterday.  I  felt  that 
the  propitious  moment  for  which  I  had  been  waitinfj^  had  arrived.  I  immedi- 
ately prepared  the  communication  of  which  enclosure  No.  1  js  a  copy,  and  this 
afternoon  placed  it  myself  in  the  hands  of  the  mmister  of  foreign  affairs.  Xu 
delivering  it  to  him,  I  said  that  I  had  resumed  in  that  communication  the  sub- 
stance of  my  part  in  several  conversations  with  his  excellency  about  our  affairs, 
whidi  recent  news  rendered  it  proper  that  I  should  submit  to  him  in  a  more 
formal  manner. 

His  excellency  read  the  paper  carefully  through,  and  then  proceeded  to  say 
that  there  were  two  distinct  subjects  presented  in  my  communication—- one  re- 
lating to  the  nast,  and  the  second  to  the  present  and  the  future.  As  to  the  past, 
he  said  he  did  not  see  how  France  could  have  acted  towards  the  United  States 
otherwise  than  as  she  did  on  the  breaking  out  of  our  rebellion ;  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  treat  as  a  mere  local  disorder  the  contest  now  drawing  to  a  close  in 
America,  in  which  half  the  territory  of  the  Union  was  in  a  state  of  rebellion— 
a  contest  which  had  lasted  four  years,  which  had  arrayed  large  armies  against 
each  other,  and  which  had  presented  every  known  condition  of  serious  war. 
But  while  he  was  not  prepared  to  condemn  the  past  course  of  his  government, 
he  said  he  wsus  prepared  to  admit  that  a  very  different  question  was  presented 
from  that  which  they  had  hitherto  had  occasion  to  consider;  that  the  war  seemed 
to  be  practically  at  an  end ;  that  there  was  no  longer  any  considerable  force  in 
the  field  against  the  federal  government,  nor  any  apparent  organization,  such  as 
are  the  usual  conditions  of  war.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  said  he  would 
deem  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  of  my  communication  to  the  attention  of 
the  Empress  Regent  and  of  the  council  without  delay,  and,  after  taking  their 
directions,  he  would  communicate  with  me  more  formially  on  the  subject.  He 
went  on  to  say  that  he  should  lose  no  time  in  getting  the  ftiture  policy  of  the 
government  on  this  question  defined,  adding  with  a  smile,  "I  think  the  result 
will  be  satisfactory  to  you." 

I  then  presented  the  military  situation  of  the  confederates  a  little  in  detail 
to  show  that  Davis  has  no  longer  any  army  under  his  orders,  and  explained 
that  the  belligerent  rights  accorded  to  the  confederates  could  no  longer  serve 
any  purpose  except  to  give  a  sort  of  license  for  the  depredations  of  two  or  three 
of  their  vessels,  which  were  now,  if  never  before,  pirates  by  definition. 

His  excellency  gave  me  new  assurances  of  his  disposition  to  have  a  prompt 
decision  upon  the  subject,  and  of  his  confidence  that  that  decision  would  be 
satisfactory  to  me. 

I  think  I  am  justified  by  the  language  and  manner  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
in  expressing  to  you  the  belief  that  a  withdrawal  of  all  countenance  of  the  con- 
federates by  France  may  be  expected  at  an  early  day. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State t  tfc.,  ifc^  ifc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Droufn  de  Lhvys. 

Legation  of  the  UMrrED  States^ 

Parxs^  May  10, 1865. 
8m:  Yon?  excellexicj  need  not  be  reminded  that  during  the  progress  of  the  civil  strife 
which  has  afflicted  my  country  for  some  four  years  past,  the  decUration  of  the  imperial  gOY- 
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ernment  of  September,  1861,  which  conceded  belligerent  lights  to  the  insurgents,  has  proved 
a  source  of  senons  political  inconrenience  and  of  no  little  popnlar  irritation.  Without  dis- 
cossing  the  original  neoessitj  or  propriety  of  that  step,  in  regard  to  which,  as  jonr  excellency 
is  aware,  my  gOTemment  has  never  entertained  but  one  oiwion,  I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  snb^ 
mit  to  ^our  excellency  whether  that  declaration  has  not  ceased  to  serve  any  of  the  nseftd  ends 
for  which  it  may  have  been  designed ;  whether  the  time  has  not  come  when  it  is  nnfriendlv, 
on  the  part  of  France,  to  deny  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States  that  hospitality  which  Ae 
French  navy  has  always  received  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  whether  the  insnr- 
gents  have  not  forfeited  whatever  right  they  ever  pretended  to  have  to  the  privileges  of  bel- 
Bgerents  accorded  them  by  the  imperial  govenunest 

Your  ezceUeDcy  mnst  he  already  aware  that  the  insnnectionarT  district  of  the  United 
States  has  not  a  single  port  left  open  to  the  sea ;  it  has  no  fixed  seat  for  its  pretended  govern- 
ment ;  no  coherent  civu  administration ;  no  army  that  is  not  rapidly  dissolving  into  firag^ments 
in  consequence  of  repeated  defeats.  The  only  ships  that  assume  to  carry  its  flag  were  built 
in  foreign  lands ;  and  from  the  day  their  keels  were  laid  have  never  ventured  to  approach 
within  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  scene  of  the  insurrection,  while  they  have  derived  aU  their 
ability  to  rob  and  plunder  our  innocent  commerce  from  the  concession  to  them  of  belligerent 

grivileges  by  powers  which  have  repeatedly  assured  my  government  of  their  disposition  to 
e  neutral  in  the  strife. 

To  show  your  exoeUeacy  how  difficult  it  must  be  to  maintain  friendly  relations,  however 
desirable,  with  powers  which  countenance  this  state  of  things,  I  invite  your  excellency's  at- 
tention to  a  single  aspect  of  this  grievance  which  is  officially  authenticated. 

Of  the  American  merchant  ships  built  and  owned  in  the  United  States  in  1868,  33,  repre- 
senting 12,684  tons  capacity,  were  transf^red  to  a  British  registry.  The  number  of  the  same 
class  sunilariy  tranafBrred  in  1869  was  49,  and  their  tonnage  21,308.  The  number  in  1860 
was  41,  and  thoff  tonnage  13,683.  In  1861  the  number  rose  to  126,  and  the  tonnage  to 
71^673.  In  1862  the  number  reached  136,  and  their  tonnage  to  64,678.  In  1863  the  number 
WM  DO  less  than  348,  and  their  tonnage  262,379.  In  18^  the  number  fell  to  106,  and  the 
tonnsfie  to  92,062. 

It  mus  appears  that  from  the  beginning  of  our  dvil  war  until  the  first  of  Januarv  last  the 
number  of  our  merchant  ships  which  assumed  a  British  registry  was  716,  or  thereabouts.  I 
do  not  know  what  number  of  our  merchant  ships  sought  safe^  bjr  acquiring  other  registry 
than  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  I  have  no  occasion  to  indulge  in  conjectures  upon  the  subject. 
The  statement  I  have  made  is  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  great  disturbance  and  derangement 
of  our  commerce  reeolting  necessarily  and  legitimate^,  not  from  our  domestic  strife,  but  from 
the  intervention  in  it  of  piratical  cruisers  built  in  ^tish  ports  and  issuing  from  them  to 
devastate  our  trade  on  the  high  seas,  in  violation  of  municipal  laws,  treaties,  and  the  law  of 
nations. 

The  government  of  France  has  concuned  with  that  of  Great  Britain  in  attributing  a  bel- 
ligerent chiunacter  to  these  piratical  veMels,  whence  they  have  derived,  in  »  neat  degree,  their 
capacity  for  mischief,  and  in  so  doing  she  has  given  countenance  to  a  moae  of  warfare  un- 
exampled- in  modem  times  for  its  wanton  destructiveness,  and  appalling,  when  contemplated 
as  a  precedent  consecrated  hy  such  authorities  for  the  future. 

I  heg  now  to  ask  vour  excellency  whether  France  wishes  to  persist  in  recognizing  the  scat* 
teied  fragments  of  tne  insurrectionary  organiEation,  now  fleeing  before  our  armies,  as  bel- 
ligerents, or  the  two  or  three  ships  now  preying  upon  our  commeroe,  constructed  and 
equipped  in  neutral  territory,  sailin^^  under  no  national  fla^,  and  therefore  pirates  by  the  law 
or  nations,  as  entiUed  to  the  same  rights  and  hospitalities  m  ^e  ports  of  this  empire  as  ves- 
sels of  war  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States  f 

I  would  ask  your  excellency  whether  anv  possible  advantage  can  result  from  this  toleration 
of  our  enemies  that  will  compensate  for  the  irritation  which  must  inevitably  result  from  the 
continuance  of  a  policy  so  prejudicial  to  our  national  interests,  so  irritating  to  our  national 

Eride,  and  so  unfavorable  to  the  culture  of  those  fHendly  relations  which  my  country-people 
ave  been  educated  to  value  very  highly.  If  not,  permit  me  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my 
conviction  that  a  more  auspicious  moment  is  not  likely  to  occur  than  the  present  for  France 
to  withdraw  every  recognition,  however  qualified  or  conditional,  which  she  may  have  made 
to  any  government  or  authority  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  save  that  which  I  have 
the'honor  to  represent  near  his  imperial  Majesty.  Permit  me,  also,  to  express  the  hope  that 
your  excellencv  will  lend  your  powerful  support  to  such  a  policy,  involving,  as  it  does^  re- 
sults about  which  neither  of  our  countries  can  afford  to  be  indifferent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  the  very  high  consideration 
with  which  I  am  your  very  obement  and  very  humble  servant, 


His  Excellency  Mr.  Drouth  de  Lhuts, 

Ministir  of  Foreign  Affair$t  Sfc,  8fc,f  8fc, 


JOHN  BIGELOW. 
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Mr,  Bigelato  to  Mr.  Bewari. 

[Extract] 

No.  92.J  Lbgation  op  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  May  12,  1865. 
Sib:        •••••••• 

The  proclamatioBB  accompftnying  despatch  No.  112*  were  transmitted  td  the 
minister  of  foreign  affisdrs,  with  a  despatch,  of  Which  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  SfC.,  Spc. 


[Endorare  No.  1.] 

Jiff.  Bigd&to  to  Mr,  Drauyn  de  Lhups. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parii,  ifay  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  to  your  excellency,  a  printed  copy  of  three 
proclamationB  issued  by  the  President  of  the  Uniteof  gtotes  on  the  11th  ultimo:  one  relating 
to  the  closing^f  certain  ports  of  entry ;  'anower  supplementary  thereto,  and  relating  to  the 
port  of  KejWest,  Florida;  and  a  third,  relating  to  reciprocal  hospitality  to  the  vessels  of 
foreign  naTles  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  to  yessels  or  the  navj  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  ports.  Tour  excellency  will  perceive,  by  these  proclamations,  that  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  time  has  anived  when  the  United  States,  whatever  claim  or  pretence  may 
have  existed  heretofore  for  denying  them,  are  now  entitled  to  claim  the  same  friendly  rights 
and  hospitalities  which  they  are  willing  to  concede  to  the  marine  of  all  other  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration, 
and  remun  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  Drouyn  de  Lhuts, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affair;  t^t,,  Sfc,  Sfe, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  146.]  Department  op  State, 

Wituhimgton,  May  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  86,  and  its  en- 
dosores,  informing  me  of  the  unanimous  expressions  of  sympathy  which  have 
emanated  from  the  government  and  people  of  France  with  the  victims  of  the 
horrible  crime  which  deprived  us  of  our  President,  and  maliciously  injured  the 
Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  State.  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to 
the  Prince  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  Mr.  Dronvn  de  Lhuys,  and  others,  the  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  of  this  government  K>r  the  words  of  condolence  which 
they  have  addressed  to  us  in  the  hour  of  mourning.  I  am  happy  to  be  able 
to  inform  you  of  the  improved  health  of  Mr.  Seward  and  his  son  Mr.  Frederick. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^  

W.  HUNTER,  AcHng  Secretary. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 

'Same  as  acoompanimonts  to  instmction  No.  1,350  to  Mr.  Adams. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  150.]  Department  of  State, 

Wcuhingfan,  May  19, 1865. 

Sir  :  Yonr  despatch  of  tbe  3d  instant.  No.  87,  announcing  the  proceedings 
of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  the  French  legislative  bodies  in  regard 
to  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  and  transmitting  translations  of  the 
report  of  proceedings  of  the  legislative  bodies,  embracing  the  snbstance  of 
the  despatcn  to  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  France  here  on  the  sabject,  has  been 
received. 

The  Marquis  de  Montholon  has  promptly  presented  at.  this  department  the 
original  of  the  despatch  refer^d  to,  a  replv  to  which  will  be  made  the  occasion 
of  a  special  communication ;  but  I  will  take  this  occasion  for  saying  that  the 
earnestness  and  sincerity  with  which  these  branches  of  the  French  government 
have  expressed  their  horror  of  the  atrocious  crime,  their  sympathy  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  their  high  tribute  to  the  virtue  and  greatness 
of  tne  illustrious  dead,  are  regarded  as  honorable  evidences  of  their  justice  and 
humanity,  and  of  their  fiiendly  disposition  towards  this  nation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr*  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  96.]  Liverpool,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  Just  as  I  was  leaving  Paris  last  evening,  on  my  way  to  this  city,  I 
received  a  note  £rom  Mr.  August^  Cochin,  with  an  address  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  enclosures  Nos.  1  and  2  are  copies. 

This  address,  as  you  will  observe,  is  the  first  public  act  of  a  body  of  gentle- 
men, all  eminent  as  directors  of  Public  opinion  in  France,  who  have  organized 
themselves  under  the  title  of  "The  French  Committee  of  Emancipation,"  to 
correspond  with  societies  founded  in  America,  England,  and  elsewhere,  for 
seconding  the  utter  abolition  of  slavery,  the  education  and  assistance  of  the 
families  of  freedmen,  and  the  publication  of  all  information  that  relates  to  this 
great  cause  of  humanity. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  address  I  shall  promise  Mr.  Cochin  and 
his  illustrious  associates  my  cordial  co-operation  in  their  efforts  to  enable  the 
world  to  share  the  benefits  of  our  experience  of  slavery  and  of  emancipation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  SEVl^ARD,  ^v-t  4^.>  Sfc. 


[Enolosare  No.  l.-v-Translation.] 
Mr.  Cochin  to  Mr.  BigeUno. 

Paris,  May  17.  1865. 

Dear  Sm :  I  bave  the  honor  to  send  you,  in  the  name  of  the  "  French  Oommittee  of  Eman- 
cipation/* an  address  which  we  beg  you  will  communicate  to  the  President  of  the  TJvited 
States. 

Yon  will  remark  that  this  committee  is  formed  to  follow  and  second,  whether  bv  testimonials 
of  sympathy  or  by  the  agency  of  the  press,  the  great  social  transformation  wnich  is  taking 
place  in  your  country.  It  is  important  that  Europe  be  not  badly  informed  about  nor  remain 
mdififerent  to  the  liberation  of  many  thousands  of  slayes. 
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Oar  deeigD,  our  ambition,  is  to  piiblisli,  explain,  all  the  detidls  of  this  great  moral  victory 
bj  exposing  &cts  to  all  the  calumnies  which  the  rancor  of  private  interests  temporarilj  com- 
promised is  able  to  invent  Bnch  was  oar  motive  for  organizing  oorselves  into  a  permanent 
committee. 

Onr  first  act  has  been  to  draught  the  address  which  I  send  to  yon.  We  shall  endeavor  to  add 
to  onr  numbers  new  members,  especially  from  the  press.  I  shall  keep  yon  advised  of  onr 
efforts,  and  beg  vou  will  believe  us  all  at  vour  disposition. 

I  ask  of  you  the  prompt  transmission  of  our  address,  an  acknowledgment  of  its  reception 
for  the  committee,  and  a  communication  of  all  documents  that  may  appear  from  time  to  tfane 
of  a  nature  to  rmder  our  good  wishes  available. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  see  you  again ;  but  without  waiting  for  the  opportunity,  I  wish  to 
congratulate  you  upon  this  discourse,  so  noble,  so  Christian,  so  useful,  which  you  have  pro- 
nounced, and  whicn  the  Moniteur  has  reproduced. 
Beceive,  dear  sir,  my  very  devoted  respects. 

A.  COCHIN,«25  Bue  Bt.  Guillaume. 

Mr.  BiOELOW,  4r<:M  4r«M  ^c. 

It  would  be  kind  of  you  to  give  me  confidentially  a  list  of  the  principal  public  men  of  the 
United  States  to  whom  it  would  be  well  to  send  the  address. 


[Enclosure  No.  2. — ^Translation.] 

Address  of  the  French  Committee  of  Emancipation  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Map,  1865. 

Paris,  May  1,  1865. 

A  committee  is  formed  in  Paris,  under  the  tide  of  the  French  Committee  of  Emancipation, 
for  the  purpose  of  corresponding  with  the  societies  founded  in  America,  England,  and  other 
countries,  to  aid  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery,  the  education  and  assistance  of  the  freed 
families,  and  the  publication  of  all  facts  connected  with  that  great  cause  of  humanity. 

The  committee  is  provisionally  composed  of  the  Duke  de  firoglie,  former  president  of  the 
committee  of  1843  for  the  abolition  oi  slaverv ;  Guizot,  of  the  French  Academy,  honorary 
pTBsidents;  Laboulaye,  of  the  institute,  president;  Augustin  Cochin,  of  the  institute,  secre- 
tary; Audley,  Prince  de  Broglie,  of  the  French  Aca£mv;  Leopold  de  Gaillard;  Charles 
Oaumont,  former  member  of  the  committee  of  1848 ;  Leon  Lavedan,  Henry  Martin,  Guillaume 
Monod,  Count  de  Montalembert,  of  the  French  Academy;  Henry  Moreau,  E.  De  Pressensd, 
H.  Wallon,  of  the  institute ;  Cornells  DeWitt. 

The  first  act  of  this  committee  was  the  presentation  of  the  following  address : 

To  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America : 

Mr.  President  :  The  undersigned,  faithful  friends  of  the  United  States,  sons  of  the  French 
nation  who  Ibuffht  for  the  independence  of  your  nation,  permit  themselves  to  address  to  yon 
the  expression  of  the  sentiments  produced  in  their  soul  by  the  horrid  crime  that  has  placed  in 
your  hands  the  functions  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  care  of  his  memory. 

He  did  not  die  in  battle  among  the  soldiers  of  the  Union ;  he  perished  by  the  hand  of  an 
assassin.  He  is  dead,  but  his  country  still  lives,  and  his  death  may  be  beneficial  to  it  if  the 
United  States,  suppressing  the  horrors  of  the  first  emotion,  will  lament  their  President,  imitate 
him,  and  listen  to  him  still,  instead  of  avenging  him. 

We  French  have  also  experienced  dvil  war ;  more  than  once  have  we  seen  the  most  noble 
and  Jnnocent  victims  sink  under  unexpected  blows  in  the  midst  of  sanguinary  struggles. 
Thenand  of  a  murderer  has  alwajrs  perpetrated  these  acts.  Crimes  are  isolated,  glories  are 
nationaL  The  guilty  man  seals  his  own  fate  as  well  as  that  of  his  victim.  Leaving  the 
assassin  in  the  snade  of  his  ignominy,  let  us  think  only  of  the  dead,  and  let  us  repeat  the  sen-, 
tenoe  that  must  have  been  the  supreme  wish  of  his  soul,  **  May  my  blood  be  the  last  that  is 
shed.". 

Punish  the  ^r^^,  punish  those  monsters,  hateful  alike  to  all  parties,  who  murder  men  bv 
the  side  of  their  wives  and  attack  the  sick  in  their  beds,  but  do  not  suffer  indignation  to  seek 
nvenge  afar. 

The  only  vengeance  worthy  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  the  purification  of  conscience,  the 
return  of  opinion,  the  melancholy  glory  shed  upon  his  name,  and  especially  the  energetic 
union  of  his  successor  with  his  minist^  his  generals,  and  the  representatives  of  the  people 
to  finish  the  work  that  he  began  so  noblv. 

History  will  perform  its  nart  We  will  show  his  soul  in  no  pompous  language,  but  in  the 
ample  pntise  of  his  life  ana  of  his  words,  or  rather  by  his  acts  and  by  his  language. 

A  simple  smile  pervaded  Europe  in  the  autumn  of  i860  when  it  was  heard  that  an  obscure 
lawyer  from  the  little  town  of  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  seated  in  the  place  of 
the  great  Washington,  and  that  ne  IukI  left  his  modest  mansion  to  advocate  three  causes :  the 
integrity  of  the  national  territory,  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  the  limitation  and  per- 
iiaps  the  suppression  of  slavery.    The  smile  was  broader  when  we  learned  that  this  President, 

'  uigiLizeu  uy '%^_j  v^v-zpi  IV, 
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once  a  carpenter,  a  boatman,  and  a  dedi,  bad  to  cany  on  war,  to  triampb  over  tba  eril 
deigns  of  Europe,  to  quell  domeetie  dieeoisionf ,  and  to  contend  witb  military,  financial,  and 
poliUcal  diffieoluee  all  at  tbe  same  time. 

In  fact,  he  was  neither  financier,  nor  g^eral,  nor  director,  nor  diplomatist,  nor  seaman ;  be 
was  onlr  a  man  of  the  people,  honest,  religions,  modest,  %nd  determined ;  who  bad  read 
nothing  bat  the  Bible  and  the  Life  of  Washington  before  he  was  twenty^^e  jeaitf  of  age ; 
w1k>  had  known  no  other  school  than  that  of  life;  had  aM>  instmctor  bat  labor, no  protector 
bat  liberty. 

i%  is  burd  to  oonmrdiend  in  Eorope,  in  spHe  of  oor  love  of  eqoality,  bow  a  man  can  veaeh 
the  highest  rank  withoat  protection,  and  bow  be  can  snstain  nimself  without  pride.  We 
cannot  see  the  power  an  honest  man  finds  inthe  two  great  weapons— nxmsdenoe  and  patience. 
These  qnalities  formed  the  whole  strragth  of  Mr.  Lmooln.    It  was  bis  secret. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  Febraary,  1861,  a  few  friends  attended  him  to  the  railway 
station  in  Springifield.  He  started  after  his  election,  alone  and  withoot  an  escort,  to  be 
inaofforated  as  ftesidenV 

**My  friends,*'  said  he,  *'no  one  not  in  my  position  can  appreciate  the  ■adnsss  I  feel  at 
this  parting.  To  this  people  I  owe  all  that  I  am.  Here  I  haye  lived  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  Here  my  cnilaren  were  bom,  and  here  one  of  them  lies  buried.  A  duty  derolTee 
upon  me  which  is  greater  perhaps  than  that  which  has  derolyed  upon  any  other  man  since 
the  days  of  Washington.  He  never  would  have  succeeded  except  for  the  aid  of  Divine 
Providence,  upon  which  he  at  all  times  relied.  I  feel  that  I  caimot  succeed  withoat  the  same 
divine  aid  which  sustained  him,  and  on  the  same  Almighty  Being  I  place  my  reliance  for 
support;  and  I  hope  you,  my  firiends,  wiU  pray  that  I  may  receive  that  divine  assistance 
without  whidi  I  cannot  succeed,  but  with  which  success  is  certain." 

He  who  pronounced  Uus  touching  fiireweU  had  not  yet  beeninaugorated,  and  the  south  was 
already  in  arms. 

Federal  electors  were  chosen  on  the  6th  of  November,  1860,  and  the  mi^jority  (180  oat  of 
303)  were  &vorable  to  Lincobi.  South  Carolina  raised  the  stsndard  of  revolt  on  the  dOth  of 
December.  On  the  1 1  th  of  January,  1861 ,  the  gov^nor  of  that  State  ordered  the  commander 
of  Fort  Sumter,  near  Charleston,  to  surrender.  Miyor  Anderson,  commander  of  the  fort, 
consulted  the  new  President  on  the  6th  of  February,  and  answered,  *'  If  you  besiege  me,  if 
you  begin  the  civil  war,  the  retponsikiUi^  will  mt  upon  yoa.'* 

Calm  and  firm,  in  spite  of  these  provocations,  the  Pi^ident  in  Ms  first  message  (4th  of 
March,  1861)  addressed  to  the  insurgents  these  words,  which  dearly  show  the  origin  and  true 
causes  of  the  war. 

'*  In  your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-countiymen,  and  not  in  mine,  is  the  momentous 
issue  of  dvil  war.  The  government  will  not  assail  you ;  you  can  have  no  conflict  withoat 
being  yourselves  the  aggpressors.  You  have  no  oath  re^stered  in  heaven  to  destroy  the  govern- 
ment; while  I  shall  have  the  most  solemn  one  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  it. 

'*C>ne  section  of  our  country  believes  slavery  is  right  and  ought  to  be  extended,  while 
the  other  believes  it  is  wrong  and  ought  not  to  l>e  exte^ed;  and  this  is  the  only  substantial 
dispute. 

'^Physically  speaking,  we  cannot  separate;  we  cannot  remove  our  lespeetiTe  sections  from 
each  other,  nor  build  an  impassable  wall  between  them.  If  the  minori^  will  not  aoqniesee, 
the  minority  must ;  there  must  be  submission  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  If  a  minority  seoede> 
another  mmorlty  will  secede  from  them,  and  thus  cause  ruin.  Plainly  the  central  idea  of 
secession  is  the  essence  of  anarchy.*' 

These  words  were  uttered  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  on  Ae  12Ui  of  April,  at  foor  o'dock 
in  the  morning,  the  first  cannon  was  fired  by  the  south.  President  Lincoln  believed  so  Uttle 
in  the  long  continuation  of  the  war,  that  on  the  15th  of  April  he  only  called  out  seventy-five 
thousand  men  to  arms ;  but  he  was  so  firmly  resolved  to  maintain  the  constitataon,  apd  to 
interpret  it  in  favor  of  human  liberty,  that  in  passing  throiwh  Phfladdphia  a  short  time  before 
his  inauguration,  even  in  the  hall  where  the  dedaiation  of  independence  was  signed  in  1776^ 
he  said: 

'*  I  have  often  inquired  what  great  prindple  or  idea  it  was  that  kept  this  oonfederacv  so 
long  together.  It  was  not  the  mere  matter  of  the  separation  of  the  colonies  irom  the  momer- 
land,  but  that  sentiment  in  the  declaration  of  independence  whidi  gave  liberty,  not  alone  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  but  I  hope  to  the  world  for  all  future  tune.  It  was  that  which 
gave  promise  that  in  due  time  the  weight  would  be  lifted  from  the  shoulders  of  all  men. 
Can  thecountry  be  saved  on  this  basis?  If  it  can,  I  will  consider  mvself  one  of  the  ha{qpiest 
men  in  the  world  if  I  can  help  to  save  it;  but  if  it  cannot  be  saved  without  givine  up  that 
prindple,  I  would  rather  be  assassinated  on  tUs  spot  than  surrender  it  I  am  reaay  to  liva 
for  this  prindple,  or,  if  God  so  ordains  it,  to  die  for  it" 

He  was  assassinated;  but  the  war  is  over,  the  Union  exists,  slavery  is  destroyed;  and  before 
he  fell,  Mr.  Lincoln  entered  the  rebd  capUal,  and  on  the  morning  of  his  death  he  publicly 
eulogised  the  brave  adversary,  iRobert  Lee,  whom  his  brave  generab  had  just  conquered,  thus 
honoring  him  who  had  surrendered  his  arms. 

He  lived  to  raise  the  national  Union  colors  in  Richmond  just  four  veais  frsm  the  day  when, 
invited  to  raise  the  national  standard  on  Independence  Hall,  he  said : 

** Besides  this,  our  friends  had  provided  a  magnificent  flag«    I  had  to  false  it;  and  wIma 

uigiLizeu  uy 'v_j  v^v-/pi  iN^ 


DIPLOMATIC  COBEESPOKDENCE.  295 

H  went  ap,  I  was  pleased  that  it  went  to  its  place  by  the  strength  of  my  own  feeble  arm ; 
when  the  cord  was  pnlled  and  it  flaunted  in  the  bright  glowing  snnshine  of  the  morning, 
I  hoped  it  was  a  nropitions  omen.  I  was  the  humble  instroment  in  its  eleration ;  the  people 
had  made  it,  ana  arran^d  the  machinery  for  its  hoisting ;  and  if  I  can  have  the  same 
generous  co-operation  or  the  people  of  the  nation,  I  think  the  flag  of  our  eountiy  may  yet 
be  kept  flanntmff  ffloriously.*' 

After  having  laid  aside  the  emblems  of  his  power,  in  the  midst  of  war  and  in  the  face  of 
calumny,  to  submit  to  a  new  election,  at  the  moment  of  his  second  inauguration  on  the  4th  of 
Maieh,  186S,  he  pronounced  these  memorable  words,  which  haVe  become  a  solemn  testament : 

*' Fondly  do  we  hope,  fervently  do  we  prajf,  that  this  mieht^  scourge  of  war  may  soon  pass 
away;  yet  if  Qod  wills  that  it  continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the  bondman^s  two  hun- 
dred and  ^f^  rears  of  unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  eveiy  dvop  of  blood  drawn  with 
the  lash  shall  be  paid  with  another  drawn  with  the  sword,  as  was  said  three  thousand  years 
ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said,.  *The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether.* 

"With  malice  towards  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  Qod 
gives  us  to  see  the  ri^ht,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the  nation's 
wounds,  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow  and  orphans,  to 
do  all  which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  ana  with  all 
nations." 

Admirable  words,  and  well  worthy  of  him  who  wrote  ajj^n,  at  the  end  of  his  message  of 
the  1st  of  December,  1802,  in  whi^  after  delaying,  waiting,  suffsring,  for  two  years,  he 
finally  resolved  to  propose  the  abolition  of  slaverr: 

** Fellow-citisens,  we  cannot  avoid  history;  the.  severe  trial  we  are  now  undergoing  will 
stamp  us  vrith  honor  or  dishonor  to  the  latest  generation.** 

Upon  you,  Mr.  President,  has  the  guardianship  of  that  honor  and  the  heritage  of  that  great 
man  devolved.  Like  him,  you  were  a  working-man ;  like  him,  jrou  have  gained  bread,  knowl- 
edge, esteem,  and  power,  bv  the  sweat  of  your  bB|w ;  like  mm,  you  bravelv  defended  the 
Umon  in  the  S^mte ;  like  him,  you  hate  slavexr ;  liEe  him,  you  are  surrounded  by  great  min- 
isters, great  generals,  that  hate  would  have  laid  with  him  in  death.  It  is  your  duty  to  enter 
into  the  sentiments  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  to  finish  the  work  of  force  by  conciliation. 

Peace,  amnesty,  union,  liber^,  new  j^rospority!  These  were  certainly  the  designs  of  Mr. 
Lincoln.  Such  are  the  vows  of  the  ci^ized  world.  Be  generous  in  victory,  after  having 
been  inflexible  in  contest. 

Europe  did  not  expect  to  see  a  commercial  people  become  warlike,  without  the  military 
spirit  lapsing  into  despotism.  Europe  did  not  expect  to  see  four  millions  of  yoot  slaves  resist 
the  temptation  to  revolt,  and  twice  save  a  country  that  persecuted  them,  by  famishing  it 
brave  soldiers,  and  exciting  an  external  interest,  an  emotion  of  opinion  which  probably  pre- 
vented intended  interventions.  Europe  did  not  expect  to  see  the  north,  caught  unprepared, 
conquer  the  south,  so  brave  and  well  provided. 

But  spare  us  more  surprises,  and  console  us  for  the  length  and  the  calamities  of  the  war 
by  a  prompt,  solid,  and  generous  peace  among  all  the  citizens  of  that  nation  to  which  has 
been  given  the  beautiful  name  of  The  Union,  The  fature  will  say  that  Washington  founded 
it,  that  Lincoln  and  you  rebuilt  it.    May  his  blood  be  the  last  shed ! 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigdaw. 

No.  164  ]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wdshtngtan,  May  32,  1865. 
Bib  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  vonr  information,  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date,* 
addressed  to  Mr.  Tassara,  the  Spanish  minister,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  piratical  cmiser  Stonewall. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  serrant,  

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
JoBN  BiGBLOW,  Esq..  4c*»  i^'f  ^« 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

No.  155.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

WasMngtony  May  22, 1865. 
SiE :  The  Marquis  de  Montholon  has  left  with  me  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the 
28th  of  April,  which  had  been  addressed  to  Mr.  L.  de  Qeotoj  by  Mr.  Dronyn. 

•  See  eorrespondence  with  the  Spanish  legation.  ^"  "^  ^-^'^'^q  ^^ 
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de  LhaySy  cbarging  him  with  the  expression  to  the  goyemment  of  the  United 
States  of  the  sentiments  entertained  hy  the  Emperor  and  the  government  of 
France  in  regard  to  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  the  emotions  of  horror 
and  sympathy  inspired  hy  that  untimely  catastrophe,  and  their  high  estimation 
of  his  virtues  and  career. 

That  despatch  is  marked  hy  a  spirit  of  generosity  and  hearty  sympathy 
towards  the  United  States,  which  does  honor  to  the  ancient  friendship  between 
the  two  nations,  and  which  is  cordially  reciprocated.  Yonr  recent  despatch  in- 
formed me  of  the  proceedings  adopted  by  the  senate  and  the  legislative  corps  of 
France  on  this  subject  I  must  request  you  to  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  of 
the  light  in  which  all  of  these  manifestations  of  good  will  are  regarded,  and  that 
they  will  find  a  permanent  place  in  the  grateful  memories  of  the  government  and 
people  of  the  United  States.  With  this  view  you  will  be  pleased  to  leave  with 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  a  copy  of  this  instruction. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Bigelaw  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  97.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  May  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  Mr.  Cochin  a  letter,  of  which  the  enclosure 
No.  1  is  a  copy  and  No.  2  a  translation,  in  reply  to  his  note  of  the  17th  instant, 
communicating^to  me  an  address  from  the  French  Committee  of  Emancipation  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


rEncloflore  No.  2.— TraiiBlation  of  No.  1.] 

Mr>  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Coddn, 

Legation  of  the  Unffed  States, 

Parifi  May  19,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  17th  instant,  endoning  the 
address,  which,  in  the  name  of  the  French  Committee  of  Emancipation,  you  request  me  to 

S resent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  I  have  already  given  it  the  direction  you 
esired. 

The  sympathy  of  such  a  body,  composed  as  it  is  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  eoidea  of 
public  opinion  in  Enrope,  will  be  gratefully  appreciated  by  the  President,  while  their  wise 
counsel  will  be  sure  to  receive  the  consideration  which  is  due  to  sudi  an  exalted  source,  and 
none  the  less  because  it  reflects  with  simple  fideli^  the  setUed  and  constant  policy  of  my 
government  from  the  commencement  of  tnis  rebelhon. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  how  highly  the  Prendent  and  people  of  the  United  States  will 
appreciate  the  efforts,  of  which  this  address  is  the  first  fruit,  to  popularize  the  lessons  of  which 
the  late  insurrection  in  America  has  been  so  fruitful,  nor  how  cordially  I  shall  cooperate  with 
those  who  have  been  so  happily  inspired.  I  shall  be  proud  to  have  my  name  associated,  in 
however  humble  a  way,  with  an  organization  so  competent  as  the  one  you  represent  to 
•crown  with  success  the  noble  work  to  which  they  have  pledged  their  talents  and  toeir  fame. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
P.  S.— I  will  send  the  list  of  names  you  ask  for  very  soon. 
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Mr,  Bigdoto  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  98.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paru,  May  23,  1865. 

Sir:  On  mj  retom  to  Paris  this  morning  I  found  a  communication  from  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  which  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy 
and  No.  2  a  translation.  It  is  in  reply  to  a  communication  which  I  left  with 
his  excellency  on  the  12th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  you  in 
my  despatch  No.  91.  I  have  only  time  to-day  to  say,  that  the  policy  of  the 
French  government  as  here  defined,  in  reference  to  a  withdrawal  of  the  imperial 
declaration  of  September,  1861,  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  recently  pro- 
claimed in  Parliament  by  Earl  SusseU  and  Lord  Palmerston.  It  also  notifies 
me  that  (following  the  example  of  England)  the  minister  of  marine  has  repealed 
the  restrictions  upon  the  sojourn  of  ihe  vessels-of-war  in  French  ports. 

I  am  disposed  to  dispute  the  competence  of  the  French  government  to  make 
any  distinct  renunciation  of  the  right  of  search,  a  condition  precedent  to  a  with- 
drawal of  the  belligerent  privileges  conceded  to  the  rebels  in  1861,  on  the 
ground  that  if  those  privileges  are  withdrawn  on  our  application,  we  are  respon- 
sible to  them  just  as  much  as  they  are  to  us  for  any  future  abuse  of  the  power 
to  search  neutral  vessels.  By  now  asking  them  to  treat  us  no  longer  as  belli- 
gerents, we  voluntarily  come  under  all  the  obligations  of  non-belligerents,  just  as 
upon  their  own  theory  by  becoming  de  facto  belligerents,  and  without  any  decla- 
ration of  war,  we  as  well  as  our  enemies  at  once  became  entitled  from  neutrals 
to  all  the  privileges  and  incurred  all  the  penalties  of  belligerents.  M.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  admits  the  war  is  ended.  He  has  then  no  more  authority  to  exact 
firom  us  a  renunciation  of  the  right  to  search  neutral  ships  than  he  would  have 
to  exact  a  renunciation  of  our  right  to  go  to  war  again  if  we  should  ever  fancy 
we  had  provocation. 

I  labor  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  knowing  what  view  Mr.  Adams  has 
taken  of  the  late  declaration  of  the  British  government,  and  I  shall  take  a  few 
days  to  reflect  before  determining  what,  if  any,  answer  should  be  made  before 
hearing  from  you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  ifc.t  4^.,  9^c* 


[Encloraie  No.  2.— Translation  of  No.  1.] 
Mr.  Dromifn  ie  Lhm^$  to  Mr.  Bigdaw. 

Paris,  May  20, 1865. 

8m :  I  have  received  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  addiesB  to  me  on  the  lOth  of 
tlus  month. 

Beferrinfc  to  the  decisive  events  which  have  passed  in  the  United  States,  and  which  have 
completed  the  defeat  of  the  southern  Confederate  States,  jon  ask  if  the  declaration  of  nentraUtj 
of  the  lOih  of  June,  1861,  has  not  ceased  to  effect  the  useful  purposes  that  it  mi^ht  have  in 
view,  now  that  the  insorrectionary  government  has  no  seat  or  settled  existence ;  that  its  armies 
are  broken  and  dispersed ;  that  it  asm  no  longer  a  single  port  open  to  it  on  the  seas,  and  that 
its  flag  no  longer  floats  but  over  a  few  vesseb  built  in  foreign  ports,  and  wandering  without 
any  possible  refage  aboat  the  ports  of  their  country.  Tou  ask,  at  the  same  time,  if  the  period 
is  not  arrived  when  it  would  oe  an  unfriendly  act  on  the  psjrt  of  France  to  refuse  to  the 
United  States  navy  the  hospitality  which  the  French  navy  has  always  found  in  the  ports  of 
the  Uidon,  and  if  the  insurgents  have  not  lost  evexy  right  to  the  privileges  of  beUigerents 
recognized  by  the  imperial  government. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  I  presume  it  is  understood  that  the  conduct  pursued  by  the  Emperor's 
government  from  the  beginning  of  the  conflict  cannot  be  regarded  as  in  any  way  dictated  by 
an  unfriendly  feeling  towards  Uie  United  States,  although  you  state,  in  the  communication  to 
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whieh  I  have  the  honor  to  ropl  j,  thai  yon  are  unwillinir  to  discuss  the  neoessi^  or  the  pro- 
priety of  our  declaration  of  1861*  I  do  not  the  less  feel  it  rar  dutj  again  to  a£uin,  that  the 
Emperor's  eovemment  could  not  have  acted  otherwise  than  it  has  done ;  that  it  was  at  onoe 
its  autr  and  its  ri|^  to  reconiae  in  the  imposing  and  regularly  organised  forces  whidi 
entered  upon  the  struggle  in  uie  heart  of  the  Ameman  Union,  all  the  characteristics  which 
constitute  belligerents,  and  to  proclaim  its  neutrality  from  that  time.  There  could  be  neither 
hesitatiofi  nor  controrersy  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued.  Facte  loiced  tbemselyea 
upon  all  with  soreieign  authority,  and  the  eovemment  of  the  United  States  itself— I  may. 
recall  it  to  its  honor-niid  not  misunderstand  it,  for  it  has  obeenred  towards  ita  adversaries,  in 
carrying  on  the  war,  the  usages  which  prevail  in  hostilities  between  independent  nations. 

But,  in  our  opinion,  the  measures  taken  by  us  in  consequence  of  a  state  of  war,  manileat 
and  declared,  ought  not  to  be  continued  when  the  situation  which  had  rendered  them  obliga- 
tory has  ceased  to  exist.  Kow  everything  shows  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  fedrnd 
government  will  be  able  to  depart  from  the  attitude  which  the  necessities  of  war  still  impoae 
upon  it.  As  soon  as  we  are  informed  that  it  relinquishes  Uie  right  of  search  and  capture  in 
respect  of  neutral  ships  there  will  no  longer  be  any  question  of  belligerencv  in  respect  to  the 
United  States  for  us  to  consider,  and  we  shall  hasten  to  acknowledge  it.  WeshaU  be  happy 
immediately  to  suppress  all  the  restrictions  which  a  state  of  war  luts  iinp<»ted  into  our  rela- 
tions, and  espedaUy  to  oflTer  in  our  ports  the  most  cordial  and  perfect  hoqiitality  to  the  ships 
of  a  nation  which  we  have  long  been  accustomed  to  treat  as  a  mend. 

I  am  happv  to  be  able  to  announce  to  you  that  in  the  present  state  of  things  his  Majesty^ 
govemm«it  from  this  day  no  tonger  condders  it  necessary  to  retain  the  regulation  limiting 
to  twenty-four  hours  the  stay  whush  the  ships-M'-war  of  the  Usited  States  were  authorixed 
to  make  in  our  porte ;  consequentlv,  the  minister  of  the  navv  has  just  revoked  it. 

Beoeive  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  dr^ 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DBOUTN  DE  LHUT8. 

Monsieur  Bigelow, 

MinisUr  ^tk§  CmiUi  8iMi€9  at  Paris. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  99.]  Legation  op  tbb  TFmtbd  States, 

Paris,  May  23,  1SS5. 
Sir  :  On  my  retom  from  England,  this  morning,  I  fonnd  a  commonication 
from  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  afCitirs,  of  which  enclosure  No.  1  is  a 
copj  and  No.  2  is  a  translation. 

1  have  only  time  to  say  that  this  commnnication  is  in  reply  to  my  note  to  his 
excellency,  accompanying  copies  of  the  produnations  refenred  to  in  your  de- 
spatch No.  112. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yonr  obefient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaMngUm. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.— Translation  of  No.  1.] 
MomnrnMr  Drmiifn  ds  Lkmgs  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

Paris,  Jir«y  19, 1666. 

Sir:  Ton  have  been  good  enough  to  communicate  to  me  officially  various  proclamatioiis 
issued  by  President  Lincoln  in  the  course  of  the  last  month.  These  documents  call  for  some 
observations  on  my  part,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  jou. 

The  ships  of  the  United  States,  says  Mr.  Lincoln,  have  been  subjected  in  certain  countries 
to  a  Begime  restricting  them  firom  jmmnnities  and  privileges  wUch  were  assured  to  them  by 
treaties,  custom,  and  international  law,  while  the  ships  of  those  same  countries  have  con- 
tinued to  eigoj  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  previously  emojed  by  them  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States.  This  difference  must  henceforth  cease,  and  foreign  ships-  of-war  will  be 
treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  way  as  are  the  f^eral  ships  in  the  ports 
of  thoee  countries. 

As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  treatment  applied  to  federal  ships-of-war,  and  to  whidiitk 
intended  to  submit  ours,  is  that  which  is  prMcribed  by  the  obligations  of  nentralily  wUh 
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tmect  to  belligerents,  the  object  being  to  protect  the  dignity  and  responsibility  of  neutrals. 
Feaeral  belligerent  sbips  cannot  now  remain  in  our  ports  more  than  24  boors,  unless  under 
certain  unavoidable  circumstances ;  thej  cannot  sell  their  prises  there,  nor  provide  themselves 
with  arms  and  ammunition ;  they  can  onlj  procure  whatever  is  necessarv  for  the  subsistence 
of  their  crews  and  the  safe  navigation  of  tlfd  ship.  In  case  of  the  simultaneous  presence  in 
a  Frendi  port  of  ships-of-war,  cruisers,  or  merchant  ships,  of  the  two  belligerents,  an  interval 
of  24  hours  at  least  is  to  elapse  between  the  departure  of  the  ships  of  one  of  the  belligerents 
and  the  subsequent  departure  of  the  ships  of  the  other.  Such  are  the  regulations  consecrated 
by  the  almost  umvenal  custom  of  all  nations,  and  widch  we  have  ohServed  in  the  present 
war.  Now,  bv  what  asdmilati<m  are  these  regulations  to  be  applied  to  our  fla^  7  We  are 
not  at  war  with  any  one;  we  take  no  prises,  werefore,  into  the  ports  of  the  Umted  States ; 
nor  do  we  go  there  to  obtain  means  of  aggression  agidnst  an  enemv,  nor  to  seek  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  oolHsioQ.  Where,  then,  are  tne  reasons  which  woula  justify  this  pretended 
reciprocity  of  treatment  in  situations  so  dissimilar  f 

I  do  not  dispute,  however,  sir,  that  the  results  of  the  late  militarv  operations  have  con* 
siderably  modified  the  situation  of  the  two  belligerent  parties ;  but  I  most  observe  that  the 
federal  government  itself  furnishes  proof  that  the  state  of  war  still  exists,  and  falls  into  a  kind 
of  contradiction  if,  while  demanding  of  neutrals  the  abandonment  of  the  conditions  of  neu« 
Iralitv,  it  persist  in  exercising  against  their  ships  the  right  of  search  and  capture— «  right 
whicn  it  claims  solely  from  its  qmUity  of  belligerent. 

Beceive  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DEOUYN  DB  LHUY8. 

Honaieur  Bigelow. 

Jftmster  oj  tJU  UniUd  Siaies  at  Paris. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  156.]  Dkpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WathmgtoH,  May  39,  1865. 
Sir  :  Yonr  despatch  of  the  12th  instant,  No.  02,  and  its  aocompanjing  copj 
of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys  npon  the  subject  of  the 
President's  proclamations,  which  were  transmitted  to  you  with  mj  instruction, 
No.  112,  has  been  received  and  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  senrant, 

W.  HUNTEE,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  4^  4^f  4^« 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

No.  157.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  May  30,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatch  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, No.  90,  transmitting  a  copy  of  your  correspondence  with  a  number  of 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  France,  in  regard  to  the  assassination 
of  President  Lincoln  and  to  the  attempts  npon  the  lives  of  the  Secretary  and 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State.  In  reply*  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  corre- 
spondence is  highly  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  HUNTEE,  Aaing  Secretary. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^.,  ic 
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Mr,  Bigeloto  to  Mr,  Setcard. 

No.  109.]  Lboation  op  thb  United  States, 

Paris,  May  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  Among  the  manifold  testimonials  of  sympathj  elicited  hy  the  assassi- 
nation of  oar  late  President  some  have  seemed  worthy  of  being  transmitted  to 
Washington  to  be  read  and,  perhaps,  placed  among  the  archives  of  the  goyem- 
ment ;  others  have  other  destinations,  for  reaching  which  the  facilities  of  the 
State  Department  are  more  or  less  requisite.  I  transmit  them  in  a  body, 
trusting  tnat  you  will  give  them,  respectively,  their  proper  direction. 

I  have  divided  them  into  three  cat^ories :  the  first  category  consists  of  eleven 
letters  addressed  to  Mrs.  Lincoln;  the  second  category  consists  of  twenty-nine 
communications  from  masonic  lodges,  three  addressed  to  President  Johnson, 
eighteen  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris,  and  eight  to  American  lodges ; 
the  third  cat^ory  consists  of  four  letters  and  addresses  to  heads  of  the  govern- 
ment and  of  twenty-eight  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris — ^making  in  all 
seventy-two  enclosures. 

Though  these  form  but  a  small  proportion,  numerically,  of  the  testimonials  of 
sympathy  which  have  been  already  addressed  to  me  bv  the  people  of  France,  and 
a  still  smaller  proportion  of  those  yet  to  be  expected,  they  will  suffice  to  show- 
not  only  how  profoundly  the  nation  was  shocked  by  the  dreadful  crime  which 
terminated  President  lincoln's  earthly  career,  but  how  deep  a  hold  he  had 
taken  upon  the  respect  and  affections  of  the  French  people.  It  is  difficult  to 
exaggerate  the  enthusiasm  which  his  name  inspires  among  the  masses  of  Europe 
at  this  moment — an  enthusiasm  before  which  the  ruling  classes,  however  litUe 
disposed  to  waste  compliments  upon  anything  tainted  with  republicanism,  are 
obhged  to  incline.  I  think  it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  death  of  no  man 
has  ever  occurred  that  awakened  such  prompt  and  universal  sympathy  at  onoe 
among  his  0¥m  countiy  people  and  among  foreign  nations.  There  can  be  no 
better  evidence  that  the  world  is  advancing  in  civilization  than  this  unprece- 
dented and  spontaneous  homage  to  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  It  shows  that 
the  moral  standard  of  nations  has  been  greatly  exalted  within  the  memory  of 
living  men.  It  does  not  deserve  to  be  reckoned  among  the  secondary  achieve- 
ments of  our  people  during  the  last  four  years  to  have  furnished  the  world  with 
sudh  a  striking  demonstration  of  this  gratifying  truth. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


[Endosores  to  despatch  No.  109.] 

FIRST  CATEGORY. 

Letttfg  addressed  to  Mrs,  Lincoln. 

No.  1,  L' Alliance  Religieuse  UniverseUe;  2,  Soaverain  Chapitre  des  Amis  Triom- 
phants,  k  rOrient  de  Paris ;  3,  the  students  of  the  faculty  of  Protestant  theolo^  of  Mon- 
tanban;  4,  translation  of  letter  from  die  confiaronce  of  French  pastors  held  in  Paris  April  27, 
.1865;  5,  Madame  Semp6  and  two  other  ladies;  6,  Escarr6  and twentj others;  7,  Ode  of  M. 
Descottes ;  8,  the  pastors  of  the  Drdme  and  Arddche ;  9,  the  hatters  of  the  hoose  of  Did^, 
of  Nimes;  10,  sealed  letter;  11,  Bin  Dentsch  Amerikaner,  in  memoriam. 
[The  above  endosnies  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Lincoln.] 
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SECOND   CATEGORY. 

From  Freemason  Lodge$t  addr$s$ed  to  the  Unitod  States  minister  at  Paris, 

1,  St  John's  Lodge,  Amis  de  la  Y^rit^ ;  2,  Chapter  Lodge,  les  Amis  Triomphants ;  3, 
Chapter  Lodge,  Cldmente  Amiti6 ;  4,  Scotch  Lodge,  Eius  de  St.  Etieime ;  5,  Chapter  Lodge, 
Mfljs  et  les  £cta ;  6,  Scotch  Lodffe,  No.  146,  La  Ligne  Droite ;  7,  Chapter  Lodge,  les  Amis  de 
la  Patrie ;  6,  Chapter  Lodge,  r AveDir ;  9,  Scotch  Lodge,  No.  88,  la  Pr^yoyance ;  10,  St. 
John  Lodgey  No.  147,  dn  Hdros  de  THamanit^;  11,  Supreme  Lodge,  Scotch  rite;  12,  St. 
John  Lodge,  St.  John  of  Jerusalem ;  13,  St.  John  Lodge,  Tolerance  et  Progr^ ;  14,  Lodge 
de  Henry  IV ;  15,  Lodge  Le  Bercean  d'Henry  IV  of  Pau ;  16,  Lodge  L*Ecolede  la  Morfue 
ofLiboume;  17,  St.  Jonn  Lodge,  La  Pers^y^rance. 

Letters  to  lodges, 

1,  La  Renaissance  par  les  Emnles  d*Hiram  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York ;  2,  La  Re* 
naissance  par  les  Emoles  d'Hiram  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois ;  3,  La  Renaissance  par  les 
Emnles  d^iram  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  colored ;  4,  Les  Amis  de  TOrdre  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York ;  5,  Le  Temple  dee  Families  to  the  Freemasons  of  the  United 
States ;  6,  I^  Temple  des  Families  to  the  colored  lodge  of  New  York ;  7,  The  Scotch  Lodge, 
No.  176,  L'Esp^rance  Sayojsienne  to  the  Grand  Lo<^e  of  New  York,  No.  17 ;  8,  L* Alliance 
Fratemelle  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York. 

Letters  to  President  Johnson, 

],  St  John  Lodge,  Orion,  of  Gaillac,  Tarn ;  2,  Scotch  Lodge,  No.  146,  La  Ligne  Droite ; 
3,  Chapter  Lodge,  de  la  Bonne  Foi. 

THIRD  CATEGORY. 

MiseeiUneous  letters  and  addresses  to  the  President  and  others, 

1,  Abraham  Lincoln  in  memoriam,  by  Ein  Deutsch-Amerikaner ;  2,  letter,  sealed,  to  Presi 
dent  Johnson ;  3,  address  of  the  EyangeUcal  Alliance  of  Lyons ;  4,  sealed  letter  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Letters  to  United  States  minister  at  Paris, 

1,  Alfred  Monod,  ayocat  an  conseil  d*Etat;  2,  La  Jetinesse  Francaise,  a  deputation;  3, 
inhabitants  of  Boyan ;  4,  Colonel  Count  Faubert,  of  Hait^ ;  5,  stuc^ents  of  the  School  of 
Medicine ;  6,  Franco-American  Colonists ;  7,  Louis  and  Casimir,  Didd  of  Nismes,  manufac- 
turers ;  8,  Courier  du  Dimanche ;  9,  charg6  d'affaires  of  Persia ;  10,  citizens  of  Guingamp, 
presented  by  M.  Edward  Laboulaye;  11,  Oscar  de  Lafayette ;  12,  yerses  by  Auguste  Lalure ; 
13,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  minister  of  foreign  affairs;  14,  Pierre  Napoleon  Bonaparte;  15, 
Edward  Laboulaye ;  16,  committee  for  obtaming  a  canal  by  the  Isthmus  of  Darien ;  17,  ad« 
dress  of  the  Democrats  of  Tours ;  18,  Latin  poem,  by  F.  B. ;  19,  Union  Nationale  du  Comme 
et  de  rindustrie;  20,  Paul  Thouzery,  accompanying  a  poem ;  21,  members  of  the  Protestant 
church  of  Montauban  and  Toulouse,  and  of  the  London  Abolition  Society;  22,  address  from 
people  of  Strasbourg;  23,  F.  Campadelli,  with  poem;  24,  inhabitants  of  Vierzon;  25,  ad- 
dress from  Americans  at  Pau ;  26,  letter  from  the  conference  of  French  pastors ;  27,  letter 
from  Rey.  Barthe,  president  of  the  consistory  of  Pons ;  28,  L' Alliance  Keligieuse  Uniyer- 
Belle. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Extract] 

No.  110.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  May  31,  1865, 
Sir  :  I  have  pleasnre  in  transmittiog  to  yon  an  elaborate  article  which  has 
just  appeared  £rom  the  pen  of  the  Count  de  Montalembert,  of  the  institute,  on 
the  recent  triumph  of  the  United  States  over  her  enemies.  It  appears  in  the 
Bevue  Correspondent.  The  position  which  the  Count  de  Montalembert  has 
occupied  for  some  years,  not  only  as  one  of  the  most  eloquent  living  writers  of 
France,  but  as  one  of  the  most  cherished  lay  champions  of  the  Latin  church, 
gives  a  political  significance  to  this  article  which  does  not  ordinarily  attach  to 
contributions  to  the  periodical  press.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  46 

I  am,  sir,  witn  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW* 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  ^c.,  Sfc.  ^^.^.^^^  by  GoOglc 
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Article  b$  ComU  de  ManUUemhert  fnm.  fAe  IZdwe  Cwtufomitmlt. 

[Translation.  J 

THE  TICTORT  OF  THE  NORTH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Whilst  darinff  tlie  last  days  of  the  debates  on  the  address  on  orator,  illustrious  for  all  tfane, 
charmed  onr  minds  and  onr  hearts  in  pleading  the  best  of  canses ;  whilst  nphorne,  on  the 
wings  of  justice  and  of  truth,  he  soared  to  unaccustomed  heights,  and  caused  his  rapt  andi- 
ence  to  rise  with  him,  news,  happy  and  fflorious  above  all,  traversed  the  seas,  and  came  to 
bring  to  souls  steadfastly  enamoreiil  of  liberty  a  trembling  sensation  of  a  joy  and  of  a  con- 
solation for  too  long  time  unknown. 

The  deep  sorrow  which  has  befallen,  to  impress  on  the  triumph  of  the  northern  States  a 
sacred  character,  should  not  take  anything  from  this  ioy.  It  must  survive  the  consternation, 
the  terror,  caused  throughout  the  world  by  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  victim  im- 
molated on  the  altar  of  victory  and  of  country,  in  the  midst  of  one  of  those  supremely  traffic 
catastrophes  which  crown  certun  causes  and  certain  existences  with  an  inoomparaole 
mi^'esty,  by  adding  the  mysterious  grandeur  of  expiation,  and  of  an  expiation  unmented,  to 
the  virtues  and  the  glories  which  humanity  the  most  esteems. 

Let  us  then  greet,  with  nnmingled  satisfaction,  the  happy  victory  which  has  now  assured 
to  the  United  States  the  triumph  of  the  north  over  the  south ;  that  is  to  sav,  of  lawful  power 
over  inexcusable  revolt,  of  justice  over  iniquity,  of  truth  over  falsehood,  of  fireedom  over 
slavery. 

It  is  well  known  that  it  is  UQt  our  habit  to  offer  incense  to  victory—to  applaud  the  conqueror. 
This  is  the  first  time  it  has  happened  to  us  for  more  than  thirty  yean.  It  is  very  sure  we 
shall  not  abuse  this  novelty,  and  shall  not  make  a  practice  of  applause.  Let  us  then  be 
allowed  to-day  to  abandon  ourselves  without  reserve  to  a  joy  so  rare,  by  connecting  our  pre- 
sent emotions  with  those  days,  too  quickly  passed  away,  when  the  charter  of  1814,  the  en- 
fitmchisement  of  Greece,  the  emancipation  of  English  Catholics,  the  concpiest  of  Algeria,  the 
creation  of  Belgium,  came  in  succession  to  adorn  the  young  years  of  this  centurv,  to  rejoioe 
and  strengthen  liberal  hearts,  and  mark  the  stepping-stones  of  true  progress.  Behold,  anew, 
after  a  too  long  interval,  a  h^py  victory.  Beh^d  once,  at  least,  evil  subdued  by  good, 
strength  triumphant  in  the  service  of  right,  and  which  procures  for  us  the  singular  ana  su- 
preme enjoyment  of  sharing,  on  this  side  the  world,  in  the  success  of  a  eood  cause  sustained 
by  good  measures  and  gained  by  worthy  people.  Let  us  then  thank  rae  God  of  armies  for 
this  glory  and  this  happiness.  Let  us  thank  Him  for  this  great  victoir  which  He  has  now 
granted,  for  the  everlasting  consolation  of  the  friends  of  justice  and  of  hberty,  for  the  et«mal 
confusion  of  diverse  and  numerous  categories  of  those  who  take  advantage  of  and  oppress 
their  fdlow-creaturee  by  slavery  as  well  as  by  oorruption;  by  fiilsehood  as  by  cupidity ;  by 
sedition  as  by  tyranny. 

But  ahready  I  hear  the  murmur  of  surprise,  of  discontent,  of  protest  Even  in  the  Catholie 
camp  the  cause  of  the  north  has  been,  is  still,  unpopular.  Even  on  the  rumor  of  its  victorr, 
this  shameful  cry,  ''so  mwtk  the  worse,*'  brought  home  by  the  Moniteur  to  the  bosom  of  the 
legislative  body,  escaped  perhaps  from  more  than  one  breast,  from  more  than  one  heart  habit- 
uated to  contend,  like  oura,  for  the  causes  we  love  and  have  served  from  the  cradle. 

Should  we  them,  we  are  adced,  should  we  then  truly  rejoice  and  bless  God  for  this  victory  f 
Without  fear  we  answer,  yes,  we  should.  Tes,  God  should  be  thanked  because  a  great  na^ 
tion  lifts  herself  up  again ;  becacse  she  has  cleansed  herself  forever  from  a  hideous  leprosy 
which  served  as  a  pretext  and  reason  to  'Sit  the  enemies  of  liberty  to  revile  and  defome  her ; 
because  she  now  justifies  all  the  hopes  which  rested  on  her;  because  we  have  need  of  her; 
and  because  she  is  returned  to  us,  repentant,  triumphant,  saved.  Tes,  God  should  be 
thanked,  because  that  leprosy  of  slavery  has  disappeared  under  the  steel  of  the  concmeron 
of  Bichmond,  extirpated  forever  from  the  only  great  Christian  nation  which,  with  Spain, 
was  still  infected  by  it ;  because  this  great  man-market  is  closed ;  and  affain,  because  we 
shall  no  more  see  on  the  glorious  continent  of  North  America  a  human  being,  formed  in 
God^  image,  put  up  to  the  oighest  bidder,  to  be  knocked  down  and  delivered  as  prey,  with 
his  female  companion  and  their  little  ones,  to  the  arbitrary  will,  the  cruel  selfishness,  the  in- 
famous cunidity,  the  vile  passions,  of  one  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

Tes,  Goa  should  be  thanked  because  in  lifting  herself  up  again,  and  purifying  herself, 
America  has  done  justice  to,  honored,  glorified,  france  and  French  policy,  her  true  policy, 
the  old,  honest  and  bold  policy  of  our  better  times,  that  which  sent  forth  the  foremost  men 
of  the  cfaivalric  and  liberid  fVench  nobility  on  the  foot-prints  of  Lafayette  to  the  camp  of 
Washington ;  because  there,  at  least,  the  generous  devotion  of  our  fathen  would  not  hav« 
led,  as  dsewhere,  to  a  bloody  and  cruel  miscarriage ;  because  from  that  results  another  crown 
for  Louis  16th,  for  the  royal  martyr,  for  him  who  was  himself  among  us  the  expiatory 
victim  of  a  great  revolution,  victim  the  more  touching  and  the  more  sacred  because,  in 

Elace  of  disanpearing  like  lincoln  in  the  midst  of  universal  s<Hrrow,  he  was  outraged  beifore 
e  was  immolated ;  that  those  outrages  still  endure,  and  that  for  this  cause  he  carries  along 
our  Admiration  and  otn:  compassion  to  a  height  which  has  nothing  above  it  but  that  of  Oca 
crucified. 
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-  Tes,  God  sbomld  be  thanked,  becanse,  in  this  ^reat  and  terrible  strife  between  slaveTy  and 
freedom,  it  is  freedom  that  remains  Tictorions ;  freedom,  which  habituated  among  as  to  so 
many  mistakes,  to  snch  treachery  and  confusion,  compromised  and  dishonored  hj  so  mauj 
false  friends  and  unworthy  champions,  had  great  need  of  one  of  those  grand  requitals  tM 
inestimable  value  of  which  at  once  shines  forth  to  the  yiew  of  alL 

Tes,  God  should  be  thanked,  because,  according  to  the  best  averred  narratives,  the  victory 
has  been  unstained ;  because  the  good  cause  has  not  been  tarnished  by  any  excess,  nor 
soiled  by  any  crime ;  because  its  advocates  have  not  had  to  blush  for  its  soldiers,  nor  the 
soldiers  for  their  leaders,  nor  the  leaders  for  th^  success,  nor  their  success  for  having 
crowned  base  cupidiif  and  perverse  conspiracies. 

Yes,  in  fine,  God  should  be  thanked,  because  the  aggressors  have  been  conquered ;  because 
those  who  were  the  first  to  draw  the  sword  have  perished  by  the  sword ;  because  impunity 
hMs  not  been  accorded  to  those  who  provoked  an  iniquitous  revolt,  an  impious  war;  because 
this  time,  at  least,  boldness  and  cunning  have  not  sufficed  to  mislead  right-minded  [>eople ; 
because  the  authors  of  the  crime  have  become  its  victims ;  because  on  passing  the  rnbicon  of 
lawful  action  thev  have  found  on  the  other  shore  defeat  and  death ;  because  &ving  hazarded 
the  fortune  and  the  futuro  of  their  country,  with  the  rashness  of  the  adventurer  and  the  dex- 
terity of  the  conspirator,  the  aUajacta  est  has  not  availed  them,  and  that  at  this  impious  and 
bkx»dy  game  they  have  not  succeeded ;  they  have  played,  and  have  lost.    Justice  is  done. 


Let  us  resume  and  persist  Let  us  not  be  made  giddy  by  the  temporary  discomfiture  of 
the  adversaries  of  the  American  cause,  and  of  our  own.  Let  us  not  believe  them  to  be  defi- 
nitively converted  and  enlightened.  By  degrees,  as  the  dassling  brilliancy  of  the  light  which 
the  capture  of  Richmond  au  at  once  shed  over  £un»>e,  followed  by  the  tragic  deaUi  of  Lin* 
coin,  begins  to  fade ;  by  decrees,  as  the  shadows  mseparable  from  all  victory  and  eveiy 
homan  cause  appear  along  the  horison,  we  shall  hear  anew  those  invectives,  of  which  the 
United  States  in  general,  of  which  the  northern  States  in  particular,  have  been  the  object 
Raillery  and  calumny  will  recommence  the  assault  to  reanimate  that  ill-natured  opinion 
which  we  have  seen  so  ably  and  so  wittinglv  maintained  within  and  without.  That  perverse  jov, 
so  oflen  given  utterance  to  by  all  the  enemies  of  liberty  since  the  frdl  of  the  great  republic  nnght 
have  been  thought  of,  will  again  become  noisy  Mid  potential  on  the  mst  embanrassment, 
on  the  first  mistake,  of  our  friends  beyond  the  sea.  To-day  all  the  world  denies  that  it  wishes, 
or  that  it  ever  even  wished,  for  the  continuance  of  slavery,  but  the  arguments  and  interests 
favorable  to  slavery  have  not  ceased  to  maintain  their  empire. 

It  has  not  been  an  unimportant  teaching  to  watch  how,  from  the  first  days  of  the  breaking 
out  of  the  conflict  between  the  north  and  Sie  south,  the  classifying  of  opinions  has  been  going 
on.  I  do  not  say,  please  God,  that  all  friends  of  the  south  are  enemies  of  justice  and  liberty ; 
still  lees  do  I  say  that  all  partisans  of  the  north  ought  to  be  regarded  as  truly  and  sincerely 
liberals.  But  I  say  that  an  instinct  involuntary  perhaps,  all  powerful  and  unconquerable, 
has  at  once  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the  proslavery  people  all  the  open  or  secret  partisans  ot 
the  fanaticism  and  absolutism  of  Europe.  I  say  that  ail  the  open  or  secret  enemies,  political 
or  theological,  of  liberty,  have  been  in  favor  of  the  south.  It  would  be  useless  and  puerile  to 
deny  that  the  United  States  count  a  certain  number  of  adversaries  among  the  Catholics,  and 
that  notwithstanding  the  so  prodigious  and  so  consoling  progress  of  Catholicism  in  that 
countrv,  a  progress  no  one  has  witnessed  anywhere  else  since  the  first  ages  of  the  church.* 

I  wifi  carefully  refrun  from  fathoming  the  causes  of  this  unpopularity  of  America  in  gen- 
eral, and  of  American  abolitionists  in  particular.  That  investigation  would  lead  me  too  far. 
I  will  confine  myself  to  observing  that  the  men  of  my  time  have  always  encountered  in  their 
path  an  opinion  mistakenly  rel^ious  and  blindly  conservative.  It  is  that  which  in  1821 
was  for  Turkey  against  Greece ;  in  1830  for  Holland  against  Belgium ;  in  1831  for  Russia 
against  Poland ;  Uie  same  which  is  to-day  for  the  pro-slavery  men  of  the  south  against  the 
abolitionists  of  the  north.  Events  in  the  first  place,  and  then  the  sympathies  of  the  mass  of 
the  clergy  and  of  Catholics,  enlightened  by  events,  have  infiicted  on  this  tendency  severe 
oontradictions  and  hnmiUating  recantations  on  the  Oriental  question,  the  Belgian  question, 
and  the  Polish  question.  I  am  convinced  the  same  will  happen  some  day  or  other  on  the 
American  <^uestion. 

But  if  it  IS  annoying  to  arrive  too  late  to  the  aid  of  justice  and  truth ;  if,  with  the  exception 
of  the  learned  and  eloquent  Dr.  Brownson,  we  do  not  discover  among  Catholics  in  the  United 
States  any  chaippion  of  the  emancipation  of  the  yegro  race,  we  have  at  least  the  small  con- 
solation of  being  able  to  prove  that  there  has  not  issued  from  their  ranks  any  apolo^  for 
American  slavery.  It  is  repugnant  to  me  to  acknowledge  the  sacerdotal  character  in  the 
author  of  a  recent  and  anonymous  publication,  entitled  **  Slavery  in  the  Confederate  States, 
by  a  Missionary."    If  the  autlu>r  of  this  shameless  book  were  really  a  priest  and  if  it  suf- 

*Iii  1774  in  all  the  BngUth  eoloniei,  from  whieh  the  United  Stalet  arote,  were  only  49  priestg.  Tne  first 
hiabop  appeared  in  1790.  In  1839  the  ehorch  ooonted  in  the  United  State*  1  prorince,  16  diooetea,  18  blshopi, 
478  prietts,  418  ehnrcbea.  In  1849,  3  provinoei,  30  dioceses,  26  bishops,  1,000  pristts,  966  chorohes.  In  1890, 
7  proTiaoes,  45  diocesei,  2  vicariats,  45  bishops,  2,108  priests,  2,334  chnrohes. 
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ficed  him,  as  he  affirms,  to  live  amoDg^  American  planters  for  twenty-four  years,  to  maintain 
loflily  the  nsefolness  and  lawfulness  of  the  slavery  of  the  ne^o,  even  to  discover  in  their  ser- 
vitude the  only  possihle  harrier  to  their  loose  bahits,  the  fact  alone  of  such  a  perversion  of 
the  moral  sense  and  sacerdotal  conscience  would  in  itself  constitute  the  strongest  argument 
against  the  social  and  religious  rule  in  slaveholding  countries. 

But  outside  of  the  question  of  slavery,  and  even  before  this  question  occupied  attention, 
there  prevailed  amone  a  too  large  number  of  Catholics  an  instinctive  aversion  towards 
America,  the  origin  of  which  it  is  perhaps  proper  to  trace  hack  to  Count  de  Maistre.  His 
influence,  it  is  known,  over  the  greatest  as  well  as  the  smallest  questions  was  incontestably 
the  most  powerful  of  all  those  wnich  the  Catholics  of  the  nineteenth  century  have  submitted 
to.  This  great  man,  like  many  of  his  peers,  owes  still  more  of  his  renown  to  his  exaggera- 
tions than  to  his  ereat  intellect.  His  paradoxes  have  had  more  success,  and  certainly  more 
resonance,  than  tne  genius  and  good  sense  of  which  he  has  left  in  the  greater  part  of  his 
works  tbe  ineffaceable  impress ;  we  vet  are  too  little  acquainted  with  the  exquisite  tender- 
ness of  his  cbarming  spirit,  and  much  less  still  with  the  hauj^hty  independence,  the  intellect 
at  once  chivalric  and  liberal,  the  luminous  and  often  very  mr-reaching  policy  which  are  re- 
vealed in  him  through  his  various  correspondence  recently  published.  jBut  he  did  not  like 
the  United  States ;  tneir  origin  and  their  progress  contradicted  some  of  his  most  cherished 
theories.  He  fell  into  tbe  error  of  transforming  his  repugnancies  into  prophecies.  We  know 
what  has  been  the  fortune  of  that  which  he  r^uced  to  form  about  the  capital  of  the  United 
States:  ** Either  that  city  will  not  exist,  or  it  will  be  called  by  another  name  than  that  of 
Washington."  He  had  more  common  sense  when  he  restrained  himself  in  the  expression  ef 
impatience  which  the  extravagant  admirers  of  the  new  American  nation  inspired,  saying. 
**  Leave,  leave  that  child  in  the  cradle  to  grow  bigger.** 

Well,  we  can  say,  in  our  turn,  the  child  has  grown ;  has  become  a  man;  and  the  man  is  a 
^ant.  This  people,  disdained,  condemned,  calumniated,  laughed  at,  has  shown  in  the  most 
formidable  crisis  which  any  nation  can  pass  through,  an  energy,  adevotedness,  an  intelligenoe, 
a  heroism  wbich  have  confounded  its  adversaries,  and  surprised  its  most  ardent  friends ;  it 
now  mounts  to  the  first  rank  among  the  great  nations  of  earth. 

M.  de  Maistre  dies,  and  in  presence  of  the  increasing  greatness  of  the  United  States  other 
arguments  are  sought  to  decry  them.  It  is  said  to  us,  Don*t  talk  about  your  America,  with 
its  slavery.  Well,  our  America  henceforth  is  without  slaves.  Let  us  talk  of  it,  therefore, 
although  many  without  doubt  would  rather  talk  less  than  ever  about  it.  It  is  said  especially, 
**The  American  people  will  not  know  how  to  mi^e  war;  and  if  it  does  so,  concjueror  or  con- 
quered, it  will  fall  a  prey  to  some  fortunate  general,  some  Bonaparte,  who  will  begin  with 
a  dictatorship,  and  end  with  a  despotism  which  his  fellow-dtizens  will  entreat  him  to  save 
them  from,  and  who,  m  exchange  tor  this  safety,  will  claim  from  them  that  which  all  Csesars 
claim,  their  honor  and  liberty. 

But  the  experience  has  been  had,  at  least  on  this  point,  and  never  has  prophecy  received 
a  more  bloody  contradiction. 

The  Americans  have  known  how  to  make  war;  they  have  made  it  with  an  energy,  a  dash 
and  perseverance  that  are  incontestable;  they  have  not  become  the  prey  of  any  general,  of 
any  dictator,  of  any  Csesar:  they  have  waged  the  most  difficult  and  most  terrible  of  all 
wars— civil  war;  they  have  made  it  while  developing  in  its  course  all  the  qualities,  all  tbe 
virtues  which  form  great  military  nations ;  they  have  made  it  on  an  immense  scale.  No 
modern  nation,  not  even  revolutionary  France  with  its  fourteen  afhiies,  has  set  on  foot  or 
hurled  against  the  eneiny  forces  proportionately  so  numerous,  so  disciplined,  so  well  equipped, 
so  steady  under  fire.  These  traders  have  cast  as  a  prey  to  the  exigencies  of  war  their  fortunes 
with  as  much  prodigality  as  the  English  shopkeepers  in  theur  str^gle  against  Napoleon,  and 
their  children  with  as  much  of  heroic  abnegation  as  did  the  France  of  1792  in  her  struggle 
against  Europe.  Whilst  absurd  slanderers  denounced  to  Europe  these  pretended  armies  of 
fnereenaries,  attaching  to  them  the  like  stigma  as  to  our  young  and  gallant  countrymen  of 
Castel  Fidardo,  more  than  a  million  of  volunteers  took  up  arms  on  one  side  for  the  defence 
of  the  Union  and  of  republican  institutions ;  on  the  other,  for  the  setting  up  of  their  indepen- 
dence and  maintenance  of  their  local  franchises;  *  and  of  this  million  of  armed  men  not  one, 
thank  God,  has  become  the  butcher  of  his  brethren  or  the  satellite  of  a  dictator. 

These  forces  have  been  commanded  by  improvised  generals,  many  of  whom  have  shown 
themselves  worthy  of  marching  in  the  steps  or  the  most  celebrated  of  our  republican  generals ; 
by  men  who  have  been  not  only  masters  in  tactics  and  strategy,  but  heroes  in  valor  and 
moderation,  great  statesmen  and  great  citizens;  Grant  and  I^,  Bumside  and  Sherman, 
McClellan  and  Beauregard,  Sheridan  and  Stonewall  Jackson,  have  inscribed  ^eir  names  on 
the  great  page  of  history. 

I  name,  designedly,  tbe  chief  among  the  leaders  of  the  two  hostile  armies;  for  I  am  happy 
to  acknowledge  that  to  the  whole  American  people  is  due,  in  this  relation  at  least,  the  homaee 
of  our  admiration.  The  two  parties,  the  two  camps,  have  evinced  the  like  bravery,  the 
like  indomitable  tenacity,  the  like  wonderful  energy,  the  like  intrepid  resolution,  the  like  self- 

*  The  report  of  the  Wnr  Department  of  18G3  showed  the  presence  of  800,000  men  tn  the  federal  armies,  ]ilne> 
teen  twentieths  whereof  were  enlUted  volonteers.  The  proportions  most  haye  changed,  and  the  draft  has  filled 
up  the  gaps.  This  omits  the  confederate  forces,  less  in  number,  bat  equals  in  courage  and  discipline  to  th« 
federal  force. 
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abnegation,  the  like  spirit  of  sacrifice.  All  our  sympatbies  are  with  the  north,  bnt  these  de- 
tract nothing  from  the  admiration  vrith  which  we  are  inspired  by  the  heroism  of  the  south. 
Displayed  in  the  service  of  injustice  and  of  error,  it  is  nevertheless  heroism.  It  even  seems 
certain  that  the  southerners  have  shown  more  military  merit,  more  enerpy  and  talent,  more 
dash  and  brilliancy  than  their  enemies,  above  all,  in  the  first  period  of  the  struggle.  How 
can  we  avoid  ^miring  them,  while  at  the  same  time  regretting  that  such  high  and  rare 
qualities  have  not  been  consecrated  to  a  more  irreproachable  cause ;  what  men,  and  also,  and 
beyond  all,  what  women,  daughters,  wives,  mothers,  these  South  Americans  have  brought 
to  life  a^in  in  the  very  midst  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  patriotism,  the  devotedness,  the 
self-denial  of  the  ]Koman  women  of  the  best  days  of  the  republic. 

The  Clelias,  the  Cornelias,  the  Portias  have  found  their  rivals  in  many  a  hamlet,  many  a 
plantation  of  Louisiana  or  Virginia.  We  have  seen  even  in  our  midst  fragile  girls,  unassum- 
ing wives  separated  from  their  kindred,  despoiled  of  fortune,  but  proud  of  their  poverty,  re- 
signed to  distress,  to  ruin,  to  exile,  happy  thus  to  ofier  up  their  sacrifice  for  the  cause  of  the 
nation,  repelling  with  indignation  the  slightest  idea  of  bargain,  of  concession,  bearing  in  their 
haughty  aspect  the  incontestable  mark  of  that  determination  which  gives  birth  to  a  manly  race. 
Such  heroines  make  it  understood  better  than  any  thesis  of  what  soldiers  the  army  of  the 
confederation  must  be  composed,  and  what  prodigies  of  resolution  and  constancy  were  needed 
to  bring  this  about.  These  prodigies  have  been  effected,  but  at  the  cost  of  efforts  and  of 
sacrifices  which  prove  the  obstinate  bravery  and  wonderful  steadfastness  of  the  southern  sol- 
diery. It  required  four  years  of  effort  and  seven  hundred  thousand  men  to  achieve  Richmond, 
the  capital  of  the  south.  No  fortress,  not  even  Sebastopol,  has  cost  such  efforts ;  and  as  for 
European  capitals,  we  need  not  even  mention  them.  We  know  how  they  fall.  Berlin,  Vi- 
enna, Madria,  Paris,  are  there  to  tell  us. 

The  war  began  ill  for  the  north ;  this  sudden  outbreak  had  thrown  up  all  the  dregs  of  the 
social  condition  to  the  surface,  and  disclosed  them  to  the  view  of  all.'  Corruption  and  treason 
had  shamelessly  done  their  part,  but  presently  they  were  denounce^,  restrained,  subdued, 
and  thrust  back  into  nothingness ;  conquered  in  presence  of  the  enemy,  whose  best  auxilia- 
ries tl^  were,  they  disappeared ;  as  often  happens  to  a  good  cause,  such  causes  as  have 
God^s  Dlessing,  the  trial  has  been  of  advantage  to  that  of  tne  Americans.  It  has  purified, 
warned,  corrected  them.  Thus,  then,  this  republic  whieh  was  supposed  to  be  absorbed  in 
trade  and  agriculture,  enervated  by  riches  and  prosperity,  incapable  of  efforts  and  of  sacri- 
fices which  pertain  to  war ;  this  republic  has  already  shown  itself  to  be  the  emulator  and  rival 
on  the  field  of  battle  of  the  Roman  republic  and  of  the  Grecian  republics.  Like  them,  it  has 
ahf  ady  had  its  two  helroic  wars ;  its  Medean  war  and  its  Peloponesian  war.  The  war  of  1774 
to  n&2  which  created  its  nationality,  and  the  war  of  1861  to  1865,  which  has  destroyed  sla- 
very, hsis  engraven  its  name  in  the  front  rank  of  the  pageant  of  military  renown.  That  may 
suffice  it ;  may  it  be  enabled  to  halt  at  that  point  in  this  bloody  and  perilous  career ! 

But  these  military  virtues,  as  rare  and  as  heroic  as  they  are,  seem  commonplace  and  in- 
significant side  by  side  with  the  civic  virtues  with  which  the  American  race  hcks  shown  it- 
self to  be  stocked  through  the  whole  course  of  this  formidable  war.  Not  any  liberty  repressed, 
not  any  law  violated,  not  any  vote  smothered,  not  any  guarantee  abandoned,  no  dictatorship 
implored — that  is  the  real  w'onder  and  the  supreme  victory.  Listen  and  look  on,  nations  of 
Europe ;  nations  that  run  wild  as  soon  as  internal  dangers  menace  you  ;  heroic  nations  are 
you  also  on  the  field  of  battle,  but  intimidated  and  demoralized  by  every  civil  danger ;  ser- 
vile nations  which  a  temporary  dictatorship  does  not  sufiiice  either  to  reassure  or  to  console, 
and  which  does  not  set  you  at  ease  and  in  shelter  unless  in  its  abdication. 

Alas,  where  is  the  European  nation  which  would  have  supported  with  this  calmness  and 
this  resolution  the  formidablo  test  of  the  civil  war  and  of  the  military  fever  7  Certainly  not 
France,  our  dear  country ;  she  whom  the  mere  apprehension  of  such  mischiefs  has  reduced  to 
such  Strang  extremities ;  she  who  was  unable  to  endure  three  days  of  storm,  and  three  years 
of  uncertainty,  without  making  confusion  of  all  the  opinions,  of  all  the  institutions,  of  fdl 
the  guarantees  which  she  had  so  often  proclaimed,  reclaimed,  or  acclaimed  with  such  un- 
bridled passion.  Let  us  then  suppose  France  a  prey,  during  only  four  months,  to  an  intes- 
tine war  such  as  that  which  for  four  years  has  ravaged  a  portion  of  the  United  States.  Let  us 
figure  to  ourselves  our  cities  bombarded,  our  highways  broken  up,  our  fields  devastated,  our 
country  seats  pillaged,  our  villages  burned  or  plundered  by  an  irritated  soldiery,  our  rivers 
and  cauals  obstructed,  our  railroads  demolished,  our  rails  torn  up,  our  trade  suspended,  our 
manufacturing  industry  laid  desolate,  all  our  affairs  entangled,  and  all  our  interests  endan- 
gered ;  and  all  this  upon  a  question  of  constitutional  law  or  of  religious  humanity.  Yes,  let 
us  fancy  France  ctctually  subject  to  such  a  discipline ;  let  us  frauKly  avow  thera  would  be 
no  act  of  violence,  no  extreme  measure  that  would  not  seem  legitimate  in  order  to  bring  it  to 
an  end.  There  would  not  be  a  corporal  or  a  mountebank  so  despised  as  not  to  be  regarded 
as  a  messiah  on  the  single  condition  of  putting  an  end  to  the  strite,  and  bringing  round  the 
reign  of  order  and  of  peace  at  any  cost 

Under  all  reigns  m  succession  amongst  us,  political  offences  have  always  served  as  the 
motive  or  pretext  fir  disturbances  in  legislation.  After  the  attempt  of  Louvel,  as  afterwards 
with  those  of  Fieschi  and  Orsini,  laws  of  exception,  aggravation  of  penalties,  changes  of  ju- 
risdiction, measures  said  to  be  for  the  general  safety,  nave  been  at  once  called  for  and  passed. 
If  to-morrow  the  arm  of  a  regicide  were  by  a  cowardly  assassination  to  cut  short  the  life  of 
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the  sovereign  whom  the  nation  has  itself  selected,  one-half  of  France  would  instantly  cry  ont 
that  the  other  half  should  be  sent  to  prison.  American  democracy  does  not  experience  either 
these  panics  or  these  rapes.  A  reprobate,  at  once,  in  the  midst  of  a  festival,  puts  an  end  to 
the  chief  of  the  state,  the  man  who  concentrated  all  attention,  raled  all  hearts,  tranquil- 
lized all  uneasiness.  But  neither  consternation  nor  anger  disturbed  the  self-possession  of  that 
people,  truly  great.  The  day  af^er  the  crime,  as  on  its  eve,  it  continued  master  of  itself  and 
of  its  destiny ;  not  a  law  was  disregarded  or  changed,  not  a  newspaper  was  suppressed  or 
suspended,  not  a  single  violent  or  exceptional  measure  occurred  to  disturb  the  regular  and 
ijatural  movement  of  society.  Everything  kept  its  accustomed  order;  America,  calm  and 
self-assured  in  the  midst  of  her  poignant  grief,  might  present  this  noble  spectacle  with  legiti- 
mate pride  to  those  oiBcious  Paris  journals,  the  Known  panegyrists  of  all  restrictions  and 
usurpations,  which  dare  to  preach  moderation  to  her. 

The  American  nation,  then,  has  not  thought  of  recourse  to  suicide  in  order  to  avoid  the  anxi- 
eties of  fear  and  uncertainty.  It  has  not  imitated  those  despairing  invalids  who  prefer  im- 
mediate death  to  lengthened  suffering.  Widely  differing  from  those  madmen  of  whom  St. 
Augustin  speaks,  who  through  fear  of  losing  the  goods  of  this  world  forget  the  heavenly, 
and  thus  lose  all,  the  Americans  have  preserved,  above  all,  the  higher  good,  honor  and  lib- 
erty ;  at  no  price  would  they  sacrifice  them  for  the  rest,  and  the  rest  has  been  given  to  them 
or  rendered  as  profit.  The^  have  lost  nothing ;  they  have  preserved  all :  besides,  they  have 
given  to  the  world  the  glonous  and  consoling  example  of  a  people  which  saves  itself  without 
a  dictatorship  and  without  proscription,  wiuout  Csesar  and  without  Messiah,  without  be- 
coming faithless  to  its  history  and  to.itself. 

The  statue  of  liberty,  to  employ  the  vocabulary  of  the  terrorist,  has  never  been  veiled.  The 
state  of  siege  remained  unknown  in  all  the  cities  which  were  not  besieged  by  or  directly 
threatened  by  the  enemy.  Unless  all  our  information  be  controverted,  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  law  and  order  has  been  everywhere  maintained  and  respected.  All  the  newspa- 
pers have  continued  to  appear  without  any  restriction  or  censure ;  more  than  this,  notorious 
correspondents  of  foreign  journals,  the  most  hostile  to  the  northern  cause,  have  continued  to 
write  and  to  send  their  letters  to  their  address  in  Europe,  without  incurring  any  danger  or 
meeting  with  any  hindrance ;  outside  of  localities  wheremilitary  operations  were  in  ]nt>gre6S, 
individual  liberty  suffered  no  restraint,  liberty  of  assembling  together  excited  no  distrust, 
nor  was  any  class  and  description  of  citizens  declared  suspected  or  outlawed. 

Mob  violence,  brutal  and  redoubtable  in  every  democracy,  must  certainly  have  produced 
some  offensive  scenes,  some  isolated  acts  of  oppression ;  but  who  confound  these  aberrations, 
always  temporary,  as  well  as  justly  odious,  with  the  crimes  of  which  the  regular  autliorities, 

•  the  legislative  assemblies,  have  elsewhere  taken  the  responsibility  and  the  initiative  ?  If  lib- 
erty has  been  suspended  in  certain  localities  by  military  leaders,  it  has  been  immediately  re-  ^ 
stored  by  the  civil  superiors,  and  everywhere  the  generals  have  shown  the  most  exemplary ' 
submission  to  the  magistracy ;  everywhere  they  have  listened  respectfully  to  the  voice  of  the 
civil  authorities,  and  obeyed  the  lawa  with  docility ;  not  an  instance  is  cited  of  interference 
or  insubordination  on  their  part ;  conquering  or  conquered,  through  this  long  struggle 
not  one  has  derogated  from  the  fundamental  law  of  a  free  and  well-ordered  .country ; 
not  one  has  shown  the  least  symptom  of  realizing  the  predictions  of  the  false  prophets. 
**We  shall  see  what  Wellington  will  do  now,"  said  Napoleon  after  his  arrival  at  8L 
Helena.  This  great  contemner  of  human  conscience  did  not  comprehend  that  one  might 
live  as  a  worthy  man,  and  simply  a  peer  of  England,  after  having  gained  the  battle  of 
Waterloo.  "We  shall  see  wnat  Grant  and  the  other  victorious  generals  will  do  now," 
say,  in  undertones,  the  detractors  of  America  and  of  her  institutions.  The  glorious 
conqueror  of  Richmond  has  already  answered  them.  Placed  at  the  head  of  the  prin- 
cipal federal  army  seven  months  ago,  and  already  invested  with  redoubtable  popularity. 
Grant  refused  to  allow  himself  to  be  put  in  competition  with  Lincoln  at  the  last  presi- 
dential election ;  he  refused  the  chance  of  becoming  the  chief  of  the  republic  in  plac«  of  the 
♦*  rail-splitter"  who  had  intrusted  him  with  the  sword  of  the  country  in  order  to  save  it,  as  in 
truth  he  has  saved  it. 

But  that  which  affects  and  consoles  and  charms,  is  that  this  victory  has  remained  pure,  as 
pure  as  legitimate.  Admitting,  as  we  must  do,  that  there  have  been  on  either  part  in  the 
blindness  of  the  contest  some  excesses  and  outrages,  very  deeply  regrettable,  which  the  law 
of  war  still  seems  to  authorize  among  nations  the  most  civilized;  admitting  that  some  soldierly 

•  brutalities,  although  provoked,  hate  been  justly  surprising  and  revolting  to  the  proud  inde- 
pendence of  the  men,  and  especially  of  the  women,  of  the  south ;  admitting  on  the  part  of  the 
northern  people  certain  acts  of  devastation  or  of  reprisals  which  we  rebuke,  whilst  we  raie 
them  far  below  the  ferocity  of  the  southerners  against  negro  prisoners  of  the  federal  army,  it 
remains  not  the  less  demonstrated  than  ever,  that  at  no  period  of  history  has  a  great  political 

'  contest  taken  place,  no  great  political  cause  been  gained,  costing  so  little  to  justice,  to 
humanity,  to  the  human  conscience.  Never  has  a  great  war  been  made  with  more  humanity. 
Take  for  example  the  wars  of  religion,  and  those  of  our  revolution.  Then  also,  aa  in  the 
America  of  our  day,  the  question  was  to  reduce  by  force  a  portion  of  Ae  country  in  insur- 
rection, in  the  sixteenth  century  against  the  old  order  of  things ;  in  the  nineteenth  against  the 
new  order.  What  horrors,  what  threatenings,  what  punishments  during  those  drea^mil  yean, 
the  consequences  of  which  still  weigh  upon  our  national  existence.    Let  us  compare  especially 
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the  measures  decreed  hj  the  cooreotion,  and  the  horrors  committed  by  the  terrorist  ci^nerals 
against  La  Vend^;  let  us  compare  the  outrages  committed  only  yesterday  by  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  aji^ainst  Poland,  insurgent  and  expiring-,  with  the  laws  and  actions  of  the  American 
goTemment  against  the  secessionists.  Nothing  can  be  more  analogous  than  the  situation  ; 
nothing  more  different,  thank  God,  than  the  repression.  What  contrast,  at  once  lamentable 
and  glorious !  There,  in  Vendee,  in  Poland,  and  let  us  add  (for  the  benefit  of  English  de- 
tractors of  their  brethren  beyond  the  sea)  in  Ireland,  in  rebellion  in  1798,  all  that  the  devilish 
imagination  of  tyrants  and  executioners  could  mvent  of  punishment,  of  torture,  of  outrage 
against  life,  chastity,  conscience  and  human  compassion.  Here,  in  contemporary  America, 
not  a  crime.  I  mean,  not  a  public  crime,  avowea,  official,  for  which  the  uatiou  may  be  ac- 
countable, not  a  prisoner  massacred,  not  a  political  scaffold.  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing, 
like  the  acts  of  the  terrorists,  or  of  the  Muscovites.  Neither  deportations,  nor  tortures,  nor 
military  executions,  nor  fusillades ;  neither  wholesale  drownings,  nor  showers  of  grape-shot. 
Liberty,  civilization,  democracy,  have  nothing  to  blush  for.  These  beyond-sea  republicans 
nave  neither  adopted  nor  applied  the  odious  maxim  that  the  end  justifies  the  means.  Thus 
they  have  dug  an  abyss  not  only  between  them  and  so  many  monarchs  or  monarchists,  but 
between  them  and  so  many  republicans,  authors,  accomplices,  or  panegyrists  of  excesses  which 
dishonored  the  French  revolution  in  its  contest  against  an  insurrection  far  holler  and  far  more 
le^timate  than  that  of  the  south. 

It  is  particularly  by  the  treatment  of  prisoners  and  wounded  that  the  progress  of  true  hu- 
manity and  of  Christian  civilization  is  manifested.  Nowhere  has  such  progress  been  so 
striking  as  among  the  Americans  during  this  last  war.  The  prisoners  whom  European 
nations,  emulous  of  heathens  and  barbarians,  thought  themselves  authorized  to  hang  or  shoot 
as  soon  as  civil  war  broke  out,  as  was  done  not  only  by  the  ten-orists  in  La  Vendue,  the 
Muscovites  in  Poland,  but  even  in  our  time,  and  for  so  long  by  the  Spaniards,  both  Christines 
and  Carlists ;  the  prisoners  of  the  civil  war  in  America  are  treated  with  the  consideration 
shown  for  a  long  time  by  Christian  nations  for  the  unfortunate  brave.  None  have  been 
seriously  ill-treated  :  none,  above  all,  have  incurred  risk  of  life,  and  we  shall  see,  we  already 
see  them  reappearing  and  freely  resuming  their  social  rank  in  their  country,  conquered  but 
not  abased. 

What  is  there  finer  than  the  correspondence,  published  in  all  the  papers,  between  Grant 
and  Lee,  between  the  two  great  chiefs  of  the  two  armies,  at  the  moment  of  the  capitulation 
of  the  confederates  of  the  7th  and  9th  April?  What  mutual  respect,  what  consideration,  what 
delicacy  of  expression,  what  scnipulous  observance  of  the  laws  of  honor,  and  at  the  same 
time  of  the  laws  of  humanity.  But  above  all,  what  a  happy  mixture  of  dignity  and  of  good 
grace.  It  might  be  termed  the  reproduction,  after  the  battle  gained,  of  that  famous  meeting 
of  the  French  and  English  guards  at  Fontenoy,  were  it  not  for  a  certain  graver  feeling,  which 
responds  to  the  gravity  of  the  interests  involved  in  the  contest,  and  to  the  moral  and  sponta- 
neous conviction  of  all  those  brave  men  voluntarily  engaged  in  the  conflict  for  which  they 
all  feel  themselves  responsible  before  God  and  their  conscience. 

As  to  the  care  of  the  wounded,  as  to  the  immense  progress  of  humanity  in  this  direction, 
you  should  read  the  book  published,  in  Paris  even,  by  an  American  well  known  and  esteemed 
by  many  Frenchmen.  Under  a  modest  title  (**The  Sanitary  Commission  of  the  United 
States,  its  origin,  organization,  and  results,  &c.,  by  Thomas  W.  Evans,  1865,'*)  this  volume 
conceals  treasures  of  consolation  and  for  admiration.  There  probably  exists  not  in  the  world 
a  work  which  gives  a  better  account  of  the  wonders  which  a  beginning  combined  with  dis- 
cipline can  accomplish ;  nothing  which  teaches  better  what  a  nation  of  men  inspired  by  reli- 
gion and  liberty,  severely  trained  in  the  school  of  spontaneous  efi^brt  and  of  self-reliance,  can 
effect.  C>y  the  side  of  the  perpetual  struggle  of  individual  devotedness  against  bureaucratic 
routine,  are  found  admirable  and  entirely  new  inventions  of  humane  industry  and  Christian 
generosity  for  the  solace  of  heroic  sufiering.  Sixty  millions  of  francs  gathered  by  voluntary 
collectors  ;  as  many  millions  of  articles  of  natural  production,  prepared  or  brought  in  by  the 
American  women ;  all  these  resources  put  in  operation,  with  as  much  good  sense  as  presence 
of  mind,  by  an  army  of  physicians,  lawyers,  legislators,  ministers  of  religion,  merchants, 
students,  all  eager  to  lavish  their  time,  their  devotedness,  their  intelligence,  to  the  service  of 
their  fellows ;  all  dispensing  without  distinction  these  benefits  to  friends  as  to  enemies  lying 
side  by  side  in  the  same  ambulances,  on  the  same  bed  of  sufiering.  fiehold  a  picture  which 
truly  does  honor  to  the  human  race,  and  above  all  to  the  American  people,  but  also  a  spectacle 
which  fills  the  heart  with  the  sweetest  and  purest  emotions.  We  ble^s  God  for  this  incon- 
testable progress,  for  the  anguish  spared,  the  tears  wiped  away,  for  all  the  miseries  solaced  by 
an  inspiration  which  it  might  surely  be  permissible  to  trace  back  to  Him. 

In  view  of  this  combination  of  civic  and  military  virtues  in  the  bosom  of  the  same  people, 
have  we  not  reason  to  affirm  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  gained  the  right  to  be 
placed  in  the  front  rank  of  modem  great  nations?  This  greatness  will  for  a  long  time  yet  to 
come  be  contested  and  detested,  but  it  will  every  day  be  more  dear  to  generous  hearts,  to 
hearts  truly  Christian,  for  having  been  definitively  established  upon  the  greatest  |ict  of  cotem- 
poraneous  history — on  the  abolition  of  slavery  among  Christians.  Yes ;  as  was  said  in  the 
assembly  by  a  worthy  man,  (Eugene  Pelletan,)  whose  heart  and  whose  intellect  master  the 
sympathies  of  those  even  who  do  not  partake  in  all  his  opinions,  the  victory  of  the  north, 
Imving  as  its  result  the  disappearance  of  slavery,  is  the  gage  of  honor  of  the  nineteenth  century.. 
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Yes ;  slaverj  la  abolished,  and  will  nerer  reappear  where  it  has  been  once  abolished.  No 
man  will  be  found  in  America  strong  enough  again  to  snbject^he  enfranchised  black  man  to 
the  chain  and  the  lash,  as  the  First  Consul  Bonaparte  did  in  the  Antilles.  It  is  well  to  dwell 
upon  this,  and  to  revert  to  it  without  ceasing ;  for  if  no  one,  in  France  at  least,  an  j  longer  ia 
willing  to  be  counted  at  this  day  among  the  apologists  of  negro  slavery,  it  is  not  so  long  since 
that  men,  called  to  preside  over  the  chosen  of  the  people,  openly  defended,  and  for  hire,  colo- 
nial slavery. 

For  this  benefit  accomplished  the  blacks, themselves  are  less  to  be  felicitated  than  the  whites, 
enslaved,  through  their  property  in  the  negroes,  by  the  most  shameless  passions  and  most  shame- 
less fiophisms  which  can  infest  human  nature. *  It  is  to  them,  especially,  that  has  been  rendered, 
in  spit^  of  themselves,  the  most  signal  and  most  urgent  service.  But  still  the  human  race  and  all 
Christendom  should  be  felicitated.  Thanks,  then,  should  be  rendered  to  the  Almighty  that  a 
young  and  great  nation,  a  Christian  nation,  has  been  able  to  extirpate  from  its  bosom  this  mon- 
strous institution  which  substitutes  the  herd  for  the  family.  Under  what  a  mass  of  sinful  preju- 
dice, of  interested  falsehood,  of  casuistic  immorality,  ihust  not  a  human  heart  be  crushed,  not  to 
bound  with  joy  at  the  mere  thought  of  a  revolution  so  salutary ;  not  to  comprehend,  to  bless 
and  to  shout  Halleligi^  for  all  these  souls  enfranchised.  * 'If  slavery  is  not  an  evil,"  said 
Lincohi,  ** nothing  is  an  evil."  And  beside,  what  Christian  soul  can  fail  to  perceive  in  this 
great  drama  the  arm  of  an  avenging  God,  and  side  by  side  with  that  divine  vengeance  the 
empire  and  the  victory  of  prayer?  For  they  have  prayed,  those  slaves ;  they  are  not  idolaters 
or  savages ;  they  are  Christians  subjected  to  other  Christians.  They  have  therefore  prayed, 
and  God  has  given  ear  to  them.  "There  is  a  place,"  said  Burke,  the  greatest  man  of  modem 
times,  speaking  to  the  peers  of  England  of  the  victims  of  the  tvranny  of  the  vassals  of  the 
East  India  Company,  *Uhere  is  a  place  where  guiltless  and  industrious  hands^ chained  and 
bruised  by  slavery,  are  gifted  with  irresistible  strength;  when  they  are  raised  to  implore 
Heaven  against  their  oppressors,  there  is  no  citadel  they  cannot  wrench  from  its  foundations, 
there  is  no  vengeance  those  all-powerful  hands  cannot  bring  down  upon  our  heads.  There 
is  something  to  tremble  at.    Look  to  it,  my  lords." 

Yes,  as  the  immortal  Lincoln  said,  in  his  plain  and  sensible  language,  in  the  midst  of  the  ser- 
enades and  illuminations  which  accompanied  the  promulgation  of  the  great  act,  '*The 
American  people  has  given  a  great  spectacle  to  the  world."  Yes,  he  was  right ;  no  spectacle 
could  be  finer.  In  the  future  this  will  be,  with  the  abolition  of  the  traffic  imposed  on  the 
world  by  England,  the  principal  conquest  of  contemporaneous  civilization,  its  title  to  redemp- 
tion and  eternal  honor. 

There  will  then  disappear  forever  that  infamous  code  and  sodal  rule  which,  patting  aside 
4iU  exaggeration  and  all  declamation,  and  taking  note  of  happy  exceptions  as  well  as  of  ex- 
ceptionsS  atrocities,  reduced  four  millions  of  human  beings  to  live  deprived  of  regular  mar- 
ria^  of  the  right  to  appear  in  court ;  which  established  for  them  instruction  in  crime ;  which 
4i88imilated  them  to  animals  more  or  less  well  treated,  according  to  their  value ;  which  con- 
-demned  the  women  to  promiscuity,  the  married,  parents  and  children  to  heart-rending  sepa- 
rations ;  which  exposed  all  of  every  age  and  of  either  sex  to  chastisement,  the  shamefulness  of 
which  was  exceeded  only  by  their  cruelty. 

I  refer  to  the  capital  work  of  Mr.  Cochin  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  all  those  who  should 
experience  the  need  of  refuting  the  commonplaces  of  the  apologist  of  slavery  about  the  pre- 
tended happiness  of  the  negroes,  the  pretended  virtues  of  the  slave-dealers,  and  of  the  whites 
^ven  over  to  the  terrible  temptations  of  unlimited  power,  on  the  pretended  impossibility  of 
free  labor  in  certain  climates,  on  the  pretended  impossibility  of  producing  their  sugar  and 
cotton  without  slavery,  on  the  pretended  disasters  which  must  everywhere  follow  emancipa- 
<ton. 

I  wish  not  to  dwell  for  a  moment,  but  on  a  single  point  which  sometimes  disturbs  intelli- 
gent minds,  as  to  the  supposed  inferiority  of  the  black  I'aee.  Without  doubt  it  is  not  destined 
to  take  the  first  place  among  the  human  races ;  but  all  that  is  passing  in  America  proves 
that  the  enfranchised  blacks  are  perfectly  capable  of  understanding  ana  practicing  the  duties 
of  Christian  and  social  life,  and  also  of  becoming  willing  And  active  servants  ot  the  public 
;and  of  the  state.  They  have  at  once  shown  that  they  are  capable  of  fighting,  and  of  fight- 
ing with  understanding  of  the  cause,  and  for  the  cause  which  was  their  own.  It  is  in  vain 
the  south  has  attempt^  to  arm  its  slaves,  and  lead  them  to  battle  as  to  compulsory  labor, 
but  in  vain.  **  I  hav  eheard  in  my  lifetime,"  said  President  Lincoln,  with  that  good- humored 
irony  winch  often  marked  his  language,  **I  have  heard  many  arguments  intended  to  prove 
that  negroes  were  made  for  slavery ;  out  if  they  consent  to  fight  that  their  masters  may  keep 
them  in  slavery,  it  will  be  the  best  argument  of  any  I  have  ever  known.  He  who  will  fig^t 
for  that  will  deserve  certainly  always  to  be  a  slave.  As  for  me,  I  think  every  man  has  a 
right  to  be  free ;  however,  I  will  willingly  permit  the  blacks  who  would  like  to  be  slaves  to 
remain  so ;  I  would  even  go  so  far  as  to  allow  those  whites  who  boast  of  and  envy  the  con- 
dition of  the  slaves  to  become  slaves."  But  this  attempt,  which  amused  Lincoln,  had  no 
success  while  the  north  formed  from  the  freed  negroes  excellent  regiments,  thoroughly  dis- 

: ^ ___ 

*  "  At  first  I  was  moved  by  the  condition  of  the  opprmsed,  of  the  poor  race  which  constituted  the  fortune  of 
those  who  perpetttated  its  misery ;  at  last  I  take  to  pitying  Ute  oppressors.  I  conjore  them  to  have  pity  oa 
themselves."— ilitfMlin  CocAiti^Abolitioa  of  Slavery. 
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dplmed,  and  as  intrepid  as  the  black  regiments  in  the  English  service,  or  the  heroic  com- 
panions of  Tonssaint  Louvertnre.  The  party  for  emancipation  has  never  produced  an  argu- 
ment more  irrefutable  or  a  result  more  decisive.  It  may  be  relied  on,  the  arms  which  hare 
wielded  the  sabre  and  the  bayonet  under  the  banner  of  liberty  will  never  return  to  debasing 
shackles ;  and  these  improvised  soldiers  have  revealed,  by  their  example  to  the  race  from 
which  they  spring,  the  secret  of  its  strength  as  well  as  of  its  rights. 

To  bring  round  this  great  work,  at  this  day  so  happily  accomplished.  Providence  has 
made  use  of  instruments  apparently  as  obscure  as  weak  and  insignificant.  We  surely  do 
not  forget  the  great  writers  aiid  the  great  orators  who,  to  the  advantage  of  the  emancipation 
of  the  blacks,  have  kindled  the  fires  of  their  eloauence,  nor  that  Channing  whose  honored 
memory  receives  new  brilliancy  from  the  triumph  of  the  cause  he  so  well  served,  nor  that 
generous  and  indefatigable  Sumner,  stricken  down  in  full  Senate  by  a  brutal  colleague 
amid  the  enthusiastic  applause  of  the  whole  south,  and  who  to-day  finds  himself  recom- 
pensed for  his  labors,  for  liis  trials,  and  his  honored  scars.;  nor  that  Theodore  Parker,  who  cel- 
ebrated the  marriage  of  two  fugitive  slaves,  giving  as  a  marriage  present  to  the  husband  a 
Bible  and  a  sword.  "This,"  said  he,  "  is  to  teach  you  to  serve  God  with  your  wife,  and 
this  to  defend  her  against  any  man  who  shall  assert  a  right  to  subject  her  to  his  indulgence 
and  his  lash."  But  what  touches  us  above  all  is  to  think  that  the  iri-esistible  movement  which 
to-day  triumphs  in  America  over  such  obstacles  and  such  storms  has  been  especially  the 
work  of  a  writer  of  fiction,  and  of  a  man  who  was  hanged.  The  romance  *'  Uncle  Tom*8 
Cabin"  all  the  world  has  read,  and  almost  all  the  world  admired  ;  but  no  one  supposed  a 
triumphant  and  lawful  revolution  would  follow  from  it.  The  punishment  passed  more  un- 
noticed than  the  romance.  There  are  hardly  any  who  took  an  interest  in  old  John  Brown, 
BO  odiously  calumniated,  who  finished  an  adventurous  but  honest  career  by  expiating  on 
the  scaffold  the  offence  of  having  wished,  by  inciting  a  handful  of  Virginia  blacks  to  revolt, 
to  show  to  the  world  the  horrors  of  American  slavery.  Those  who  executed  him  on  the  2d 
December,  1859,  thought  then  that  the  matter  was  ended.  Nothing  was  ended  save  the 
scandalous  impunity  of  their  homicidal  rule. 

n. 

^  But  I  am  stopped  ;  I  hear  the  murmurs  and  interruptions  of  that  too  numerous  crowd — a 
crowd  uninformed  and  led  astray — which  passes  on,  repeating  with  inexplicable  credulity 
that  slavery  was  never  in  question  in  the  contest  between  the  north  and  south  ;  that  the  war 
was  only  brought  on  by  questions  of  tariff,  or  of  local  independence,  provincial  and  muni- 
cipal. The  ignorance  of  the  uninformed  who  in  good  faith  repeat  these  puerilities  should  be 
Sitied ;  but  we  cannot  sufficiently  brand  the  hypocrisy  of  those  who,  cognizant  of  the  facts, 
are  to  deny  in  the  face  of  Europe  that  the  upholding  of  slavery  has  been  from  the  first,  to 
speak  truly,  the  sole  motive  of  the  insurrection.  You  pretend,  I  would  say  to  them,  that 
Blaveiy  is  not  in  question.  I  affirm  that  there  is  no  question  but  of  slavery,  and  I  believe 
ten  minutes  would  be  sufficient,  before  an  assemblage  of  impartial  judges,  to  demonstrate 
this  beyond  reply. 

Is  it  true,  yes  or  no,  that  the  raising  of  human  cattle  having  replaced  with  profit  the  traffic 
interdicted  by  England,  the  number  of  slaves  had,  in  the  southern  States,  quadrupled  be- 
tween 1787  and  1860,  and  had  increased  from  about  700*000  to  neady  4,000,000?  Is  it  true, 
yes  or  no,  that  the  south,  far  from  laboring  for  the  gradual  emancipation  of  tliis  increasing 
crowd  of  slaves,  has  not  ceased  drawing  more  closely  the  meshes  of  the  network  of  slavery, 
aggravating  it  through  a  penal  code  which  has  been  justly  defined  as  one  of  the  most  terrible 
monuments  of  premeditated  wickedness  which  the  world  has  ever  witnessed  ?  Is  it  true, 
yes  or  no,  that,  notoriously,  the  laws  passed  by  Georgia  in  1829,  by  Alabama  and  Louisiana 
in  1830,  by  Carolina  in  1839,  and  by  Virginia  in  1849,  punished  with  the  penalty  of  the  lash 
for  colored  people,  of  imprisonment  and  fine  for  whites,  the  offence  of  having  given  any  in- 
struction whatever  to  free  blacks,  .as  well  as  to  enslaved  blacks,  in  order  that  the  blacks, 
freed  so  far  as  concerned  the  body,  should  forever  remain  enslaved  in  mind  ?  Is  it  true,  yes 
or  no,  that,  not  content  with  maintaining  what  it  called  the  institution  of  slavery ^  the  south 
set  at  work  all  means  for  its  propagation ;  that  the  conquest  and  usurpation  of  Texas  in 
1835,  the  violences  committed  in  Kansas  and  California,  and  in  so  many  other  recently  an- 
nexed Territories,  were  exclusively  the  work  of  pro-slaverv  filibusters  intoxicated  by  the  vision 
of  a  vast  empire  founded  on  slavery,  which  would  spread,  according  to  the  language  of  their 
orators,  from  the  tomb  of  Washington  to  the  halls  of  the  Montezumas  ?  Is  it  trae,  yes  or  no, 
that  the  rupture,  exclusively  pre'pared  by  the  ever-increasing  exactions  of  the  south  in  regard 
to  the  pursuit  of  fugitive  slaves,  exclusively  provoked  by  the  aggression  of  the  souths  having 
at  last  broke  out,  was  not  justified,  in  the  official  manifestoes  of  the  Confederate  States,  upon 
considerations  borrowed  exclusively  from  the  danger  which,  according  to  them,  the  mainte- 
nance of  slavery  incurred  7  Is  it  true,  yes  or  no,  that  the  hostility  of  the  north  against  slavery 
was  the  only  complaint  made  in  the  manifesto  of  South  Carolina  on  the  20th  December,  1860 ; 
in  that  of  Alabama  of  the  Uth  January,  1861 ;  in  that  of  Texas  of  the  1st  February,  1861; 
in  that  of  Virginia  of  17th  April,  186J,  and  without  there  being  in  any  of  those  documents  a 
single  word,  not  a  single  w^ord,  on  disputes  about  tariffs  or  any  other  industrial  or  political 
question  ?    Is  it  true,  yes  or  no,  that  in  the  final  debate  w  hich  immediately  preceded  the 
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rupture,  in  the  minutes  of  the  committee  of  thirty- three  which  met  from  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1860,  to  the  14th  of  January,  1861,  there  was  not  a  word,  a  single  word,  on  tariflfe  or 
imposts,  and  that  all  turned  there  solely  on  the  maintenance  and  guarantees  of  slavery  ?  Is 
it  true,  yes  or  no,  that  the  ultimatum  presented  by  Jefferson  Davis  in  the  name  of  the  south- 
em  States  demanded,  formally,  that  property  in  man  by  man,  property  in  slaves,  should  be 


assimilated  throughout  the  extent  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  property,  and  be  declared 
inviolable  t  Is  it  true,  yes  or  no,  that  in  the  new  constitution  which  tne  Confederate  States 
have  given  themselves,  after  the  rupture  was  consummated,  there  aie  three  clauses  expressly 
and  solemnly  designed  for  sanctionmg  and  perpetuating  slavery  ?  Is  it  true,  yes  or  no.  that 
the  insurrection  has  closely  followed  the  frontier  lines  of  slavery ;  that  its  intensity  has  borne 
exact  proportion  to  the  intensity  of  slavery  therein ;  that,  for  example,  in  Virginia,  in  the 
principal  and  most  known  of  the  Confederate  States,  all  the  portion  of  the  State  where  landed 
wealth  was  based  on  slave-breeding  took  up  a»ms,  while  that  portion  where  agriculture  was 
pursued  by  free  labor  took  scarce  any  part  in  the  war  ?  Is  it  true,  yes  or  no,  that  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  and  after  their  first  successes,  the  language  publicly  and  officially  held 
by  southern  orators  and  writers  proclaimed  more  than  ever  the  absolute  necessity  and  the 
eternal  lawfulness  of  slavery  7  That  a  hundred  ministers  of  different  sects,  gathered  in  con- 
ference at  the  capital  of  the  new  confederacy,  Richmond,  declared  that  the  abolition  of 
slavery  was  an  usurpation  committed  in  detriment  to  the  plans  of  God ;  that  the  Richmond 
Inquirer,  the  Mpniteur  of  the  confederacy,  of  the  28th  of  May,  1863,  printed  these  words : 
**For  the  three  maxims  of  the  republican  motto,  liberty,  equality,  fraternity,  we  expressly 
mean  to  substitute  slavery,  subordination,  and  the  government.  ^  There  are  races  bom  to 
serve,  as  there  are  races  bom  to  command.  Our  confederacy  is  a  mission  sent  by  God  to  re- 
establish these  truths  among  the  nations  ?**  That  another  Virginia  journal,  the  Southside 
Democrat,  expresses  itself  in  terms  which  recall  language  we  have  heard  too  often  since 
1848:  **We  detest  all  that  bears  the  epithet  of  free,  even  to,  and  comprising  therein,  free 
blacks;  we  detest  free  labor,  free  association,  free  thought,  free  will,  free  schools?"  In 
fine,  is  it  true,  yes  or  no,  that  the  vice-president  of  the  new  confederacy,  Stephens,  in  his 
speech  on  the  21st  of  March,  J86I,  at  Savannah,  thus  explained  why  it  is  that  ho  follows  the 
end  and  aim  of  that  confederacy :  "  Our  constitution  has  settled  for  all  time  the  peculiar  in- 
stitution which  has  been  the  immediate  cause  of  the  rapture  and  of  the  revolution ;  it  declares 
that  African  slavery  as  it  exists  among  us  is  the  condition  proper  for  the  bla^k  amid  our 
civilization.  Our  government  is  founded  on  this  great  moral  and  physical  truth,  that  the 
black  is  not  the  equal  of  the  white,  and  that  slavery  is  his  natural  condition.  Our  confed- 
eracy is  thus  constituted  on  a  basis  in  strict  conformity  with  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  de- 
crees of  Providence.  It  is  by  conforming  the  government  and  all  else  to  the  eternal  wisdom 
of  the  laws  of  the  Creator  that  we  best  serve  humanity.  Therefore,  we  have  made  the  stone 
which  our  first  builders  rejected  the  corner-stone  of  our  new  edifice  7" 

These  hideotis  blasphemies  have  been  heard  by  God ;  recorded  in  the  books  of  his  judg- 
ment, they  have  not  long  awaited  the  receipt  of  the  punishment  they  deserved.  The  reader 
will  remark  the  almost  absolute  identity  of  the  official  language  of  this  second  personage  of 
the  insurrection,  with  that  of  the  miserable  assassin  of  Lincoln,  whose  crime  I  am  very  far 
from  being  willing  to  impute  to  the  confederates,  but  who  has  none  the  less  hoisted  their  flag, 
held  their  principles  and  their  phraseology.  In  the  letter  of  November,  1864,  in  which  ho 
announces  the  purpose  of  risking  his  life  in  an  attempt  on  the  pereon  of  the  chief  of  the 
abolitionists,  he  wrote  these  words :  '*  I  regard  the  slavery  of  the  blacks  as  one  of  the  great- 
est blessings  for  them  And  for  us  that  God  ever  accorded  to  a  nation  protected  by  his  grace." 

We  see,  then,  that  the  transatlantic  pro-slaveryists  have  left  to  their  partisans  in  Europe 
the  care  of  disguising  their  cause  by  representing  them  as  strangers  to  the  maintenance  of 
slavery.  They  have  scorned  this  simplicity  or  this  hypocrisy.  They  have  opened  their 
heart  to  its  core,  and  spoken  the  trath  with  dogged  eloquence.  The  disdain  which  northern 
people  evince,  under  every  circumstance,  toward  free  blacks  residing  among  them  is  insisted 
on,  and,  in  support  of  this,  anecdotes,  more  or  less  serious,  are  cited.  Suppose  they  are  all 
true,  what  will  be  the  result?  That  in  some  portion  of  the  northern  population  morals  are 
not  so  high  as  the  laws,  and  that  the  north  has  itself  had  something  to  expiate.  Time  alone 
can  bring  about  the  changes  desirable  in  this  respect;  and  time  itself  will  with  difficulty  pro- 
duce a  thorough  fusion  of  races  so  distinct.  The  most  thorough  negrophilists  will  proba- 
bly always  say,  as  did  a  Frenchman,  a  friend  of  the  blacks,  '*  We  are  willing  to  have  them 
for  brothers,  but  not  as  our  brothers-in-law."  Meanwhile,  the  laws  of  the  north  guarantee 
to  the  blacks  all  the  rights,  all  the  civil  and  political  liberties  which  the  whites  enjoy.  And 
it  is  to  maintain  these  laws,  or  rather  to  modify  them  in  the  interest  of  the  blacks,  to  snatch 
some  poor  fugitive  blacks  from  the  bolts  and  bars  of  their  masters,  that  the  north  has  run  the 
risks  of  a  terrible  war  which  has  brought  it  within  a  hand's  breadth  of  destraction.  Besides, 
if  the  negroes  are  so  ill  treated,  so  unhappy  at  the  north,  how  happepsit  we  have  never  heard 
of  a  single  black  who  wished  to  leave  the  north  for  the  south,  whilst  every  day  we  see  south- 
ern slaves  flying  northward,  and  that,  to  stop  them  and  carry  them  back  to  the  self-styled 
paradise  of  negroes,  the  odious  laws  against  fugitives  which  brought  on  the  civil  war,*  the 
providential  destruction  of  the  peculiar  inslitutton,  were  necessary.  The  whole  may,  then, 
be  resolved  into  two  simple  questions.*  If,  in  the  war  just  ended,  the  south  had  been  vic- 
torious, can  it  be  supposed  that  slavery  would  have  been  abolished  by  the  conquerors  ?     No ; 
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the  most  audacious  would  uot  dare  to  maintam  that.  But  it  is  the  north  which  has  prevailed, 
and  has  not  this  conqueror  decreed  abolition,  and  is  he  not  resolved  to  maintain  it  ?  Yes; 
that  is  enough  to  settle  the  question  in  the  view  of  candid  men.  What  must  be  admitted  is, 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  abolition  was  not  in  the  northern  programme.  Immediate 
and  absolute  emancipation  was  not  resolved  on  until  the  progress  of  events,  and,  above  all, 
the  imprudent  arrogance  of  the  south,  intoxicated  by  its  nrst  victories,  made  it  clear  (o  all 
eyes  that  the  maintenance  of  slavery  was  the  source  of  the  political  and  social  evil  which  the 
civil  war  had  revealed  in  all  its  intensity.  Therefore,  it  is  in  this  we  must  admire  the  direct, 
mvsterious,  and  unforeseen  action  of  Providence.  It  has  caused  civil  war  to  end  in  a  result 
which  no  one  dreamed  of  in  the  beginning ;  it  has  used  even  the  hands  of  the  offenders  to 
provoke  and  render  necessary  the  chastisement  which  was  due  to  them. 

Yes,  it  is  in  this  that  we  should  reverence  the  hand^of  God.  How,  not  recognize  it  amid 
this  wonderful  concurrence  of  circumstances,  where  everything  reveals  a  direction-  of  human 
affairs  superior  to  all  the  calculations  and  all  the  ]iurposes  of  man? 

If  the  southern  people  had  acted  with  moderation  or  common  prudence,  slavery  would  be 
still  existing,  and  perhaps  would  have  endured  still  for  centuries.  The  north  has  never  pre- 
tended to  impose  emancipation,  immediate,  or  even  gradual,  on  the  south.  Far  from  it ;  the 
north  had  made  excessive  concessions  to  the  south,  concession  even  culpable,  in  voting  for 
and  giving  effect  to  a  law  for  the  extradition  of  fugitives.  No  condition,  no  compromise, 
was  too  much  for  it. 

It  is  well  enough  known  that  it  was  not  the  north  which  began  the  war ;  it  is  known  that 
it  has  only  maintained  it  in  self-defence.  With  the  exception  of  Brown  alone,  the  most 
ardent  of  northern  abolitionists  had  never  employed  or  called  in  the  aid  of  other  arms  than 
persuasion,  the  pulpit,  the  press,  paciiic,  moral,  and  intellectual  propa^andisms.  The 
people  of  the  south,  on  the  contrary,  have  always  appealed  to  force,  to  violence,  to  war. 
Even  before  the  war  they  everywhere  took  the  initiative  in  acts  of  violence.  Let  us  repeat 
it,  they  only  had  need  of  a  very  moderate  dose  of  prudence  to  assure  indefinite  duration  to 
their  crime.  They  would  not  have  it  so.  They  have  always  pushed  everything  to  extremes. 
When  tho  Missouri  compromise,  in  J 820,  traced  across  the  soil  of  the  great  republic  a  line  of 
demarcation  between  slavery  and  freedom,  in  guaranteeing  to  them  south  of  that  line  the 
peaceable  possession  of  this  shameful  property,  that  did  not  satisfy  them.  In  1650  they 
exacted  ana  obtained  that  atrocious  law  which  authorized  the  pursuit  of  fugitive  slaves  into 
free  States.  Even  that  sufficed  them  not.  They  needed  to  obtain,  moreover,  in  1859, 
through  the  famous  Dred  Scott  suit,  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  which  recognized  in 
every  owner  of  slaves  the  right  to  transport  his  slaves  throughout  the  extent  of  the  territory 
of  the  republic.  In  gaining  that  famous  suit  they  have,  thank  God,  lost  slavery.  Blinded 
by  their  avaricious  egoism,  they  have  themselves  fallen  into  the  abyss.  By  force  of  exactions 
and  of  violences  they  ended  by  compelling  their  too  facile,  their  too  complaisant  fellow- 
citizens,  to  make  head  against  them  and  crush  them.  They  notoriously  prepared,  boldly 
announced,  and  spontaneously  declared  the  civil  war  of  which  they  have  become  the  victims. 
From  1856,  the  tim^  of  the  contested  election  between  Frdmont  and  Buchanan,  they  an- 
nounced publicly  that  if  the  abolitionist  Fremont  were  elected  the  Union  would  not  endure 
an  hour  after  his  inauguration.  During  the  four  years*  presidency  of  their  candidate,  Bu- 
chanan, they  substituted  conspiracy  for  provocation.  Masters  of  the  government,  having  for 
Secretary  of  War  of  tho  United  States  the  same  Jefferson  Davis  who  has  since  been  president 
of  the  insurgent  confederacv,  thev  had  everything  prepared  to  secure  a  disloyal  advauta|;p 
in  the  future  strife  by  confiding  the  conunaud  of  the  foi  tresses  and  arsenals  of  the  republic 
to  pro-slavery  officers.  Thence  their  first  success,  which  so  singularly  led  astrav  and  deceived 
European  opinionT  The  6th  of  November,  1860,  the  designation  of  electors  charged  to  elect 
a  new  President  of  the  republic  announced  that  for  the  first  time  a  republican,  or,  in  other 
words,  an  abolitionist,  would  become  the  chief  of  the  executive  power.  A  month  afterward, 
the  20th  of  December,  I860,  before  an  act  or  a  word  from  the  new  power.  South  Carolina 
raised  the  banner  of  separation,  which  twelve  other  States  hoisted  afterward.  During  the 
four  months  which  passed  before  the  installation  of  Lincoln,  the  southern  States  assembled 
in  convention,  then  in  separated  confederation,  armed  the  local  militia,  laid  hands  on  the 
public  money,  on  the  fedeml  fonds — at  their  leisure  organized  revolt.  The  admirable  Lincoln 
said  to  them  in  his  first  message  of  March  4,  1861,  **  My  fellow- citizens,  you  who  are  dis- 
satisfied, in  your  hands,  and  not  in  mine,  is  the  choice  of  civil  war.  The  government  will 
not  attack  you.  There  will  be  no  conflict  unless  you  are  the  aggressors.  You  have  no  oath 
registered  in  heaven  which  obliges  you  to  destroy  us,  whilst  I  liave  taken  the  most  solemn 
oath  to  preserve,  to  protect,  to  defend  the  Union.*'  To  this  touching,  tliis  generous  appeal, 
the  southerners  replied  by  giving  the  signal  for  that  impious  war,  in  which,  by  the  just 
judgment  of  God,  they  have  met  the  ruin  of  their  dishonored  cause. 

The  American  legislature  waited  not  for  the  -conclusion  of  the  war  to  decree  the  abolition 
of  Clime.  On  the  suggestion  ol  President  Lincoln,  and  by  the  majority  necessary  to  alter 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  there  was  introduced  in  that  Constitution  an  amend- 
ment importing  that  all  voluntary  or  involuntary  servitude  should  cease  to  exist  in  the  United 
States.  Lincoln  and  Congress  thus  invoke  the  heavenly  blessing  on  the  banners  of  the 
Union,  and  God  from  the  neights  of  heaven  responds  to  this  appeal,  to  this  return  to  the 
eternal  law.    The  war,  which  limguished  through  four  years  in  sad  and  uncertain  alternations 
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at  once  cbanfifed  in  character.  A  new  spirit,  an  invincible  spirit,  inflamed  the  generals  and 
soldiery  of  the  i^orth.  The  march  of  their  arms  became  irresistible.  The  fortune  of  war, 
capricious  thus  fkr,  no  linger  ceased  from  smiling  on  this  great  free  people,  who  came  for- 
ward to  decree  the  irrevocable  enfranchisement  of  four  millions  of  slaves.  The  strategy, 
until  then  always  superior,  of  the  southern  chiefs,  becomes  powerless.  The  circle  of  iron 
formed  by  the  northern  forces  draws  more  close,  and  finally  completely  shuts  in  around  the 
hearthstones  of  the  rebellion.  That  rebellion,  once  so  proud  and  so  strong,  totters  to  its  fall. 
All  is  in  disturbance  and  confusion  around  it.  At  length  the  day  of  justice  comes ;  the 
clktastrophe  breaks  forth :  Richmond  is  taken ;  the  south  is  crushed.  God  ratifies  the  decree 
of  Congress  by  victory — victory  as  complete  as  unforeseen — an  irrevocable  victory. 

Oh,  Providence — generous,  luminous,  ingenious  Providence !  It  was  a  black  regiment 
that  first  entered  the  capital  of  the  insurgents — that  Richmond,  so  long  impregnable.  These 
despised  blacks,  emancipated  by  victory,  march  at  the  head  of  the  liberating  army.  They 
are  greeted  by  the  acclamations  of  their  brethren,  the  black  slaves  they  come  to  deliver  and 
raise  to  their  level.  Are  they  going  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  ages  done  to  their  race  and  to 
themselves  7  Are  •  they  goin^  to  allay,  at  the  cost  of  white  men  and  white  women,  their 
resentment  of  crimes  ana  iniamies,  inseparable  from  slavery,  wliich  their  fathers  and  their 
brothers,  their  sisters  and  their  mothers,  were  so  long  subject  to  ?  No,  no !  For  the  fulness 
of  happiness  and  of  honor,  these  slaves  of  yesterday  penetrated  the  capital  of  the  slaveholders, 
took  possession  of  it,  became  and  remained  its  masters,  and  not  a  shadow  of  excess,  not  a 
shadow  of  reprisal,  occurred  to  tarnish  their  victory.  I  attest  the  story.  The  sun  never 
shone  on  a  grander  or  more  consoling  spectacle. 

m. 

Is  there  need,  after  all  that  precedes,  to  refute  at  length  the  pretence  set  up  by  the  apol- 
ogists of  the  south,  of  seeing  in  their  clients  the  representatives  of  federal  law,  of  the  cause 
of  weak  States,  and  even  of  that  decentralization  which  begins  to  find  favor  in  the  bosom  of 
European  democracy?  I  declare  for  myself  that  were  this  pretence  well  founded;  if,  as  one 
day  was  said  by  the  secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  of  England,  Earl  Russell,  with  his  proverbial 
imprudence,  if  it  was  true  that  the  south  fought  for  independence,  and  the  north  for  domina- 
tion, the  south  would  have  a  partisan  more  decided,  more  sympathizing  than  myself,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  friends  and  supporters  of  liberty  should  favor  throughout  the  world  the 
cause  of  the  weak  States  so  recently  and  nobly  defended  by  Mr.  Thiers  in  the  leg^lative 
body.  The  true  greatness  of  a  people  is  measured,  not  by  the  extent  of  its  territory  or  the 
sum  of  its  population,  but  by  its  liberty  and  its  morality.  But  history  unhappily  demon- 
strates that,  with  the  sinj^le  exception  of  England,  the  liberty  of  nations  decreases  and 
perishes  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  increase  of  their  territory  and  population.  Intelligence 
and  public  morality  too  often  follow  the  same  proportion.  I  wish  and  hope  the  United  States 
will  give,  like  England,  a  fresh  contradiction  to  the  cruel  result  of  the  teachings  of  the  past, 
and  will  show  that  liberty  can  co-exist  with  material  greatness.  But,  at  the  risk  of  shocKing 
those  among  Americans  with  whom  I  svmpathize  the  most,  I  avow  that  I  fe&r  for  them 
the  perils  of  centralization,  of  unity  and  indivisibility,  which  are  the  natural  baais  of  mon- 
archic or  military  despotism.  While  reserving  every  question  of  right,  and  without  approving 
any  rebellion,  I  would  look  upon  not  only  without  alarm  and  without  regret,  but  with  con- 
fidence and  satisfaction,  the  division  of  the  Immense  extent  of  the  existing  republic  into 
several  States  of  unequal  extent,  but  equally  free,  equally  republican,  equally  Christian. 
American  liberty  thus  split  up  into  several  homes  of  life,  of  thought,  and  of  action,  would 
possess  far  diflfcrent  guarantees  of  duration,  and  would  only  better  exercise  over  the  rest  of 
the  world  an  influence  as  fruitftil  and  salutary  as  that  of  the  immortal  lesser  states  of 
ancient  Greece,  or  of  the  Christian  and  municipal  republics  of  the  middle  ages. 

But  there  are  some  things  that  speak  more  loudlv  to  every  true  heart  than  the  experiences 
of  the  historian,  or  the  distrusts  and  partialities  of  the  politician;  it  is  justice,  it  is  humanity. 
Is  it  to  defend  justice  and  humanity  that  the  southern  States  broke  the  federal  tie  which 
incorporated  them  with  the  gieat  republic  7  No,  certainly ;  it  was  to  trample  under  foot  the  one 
and  the  other.  In  default  of  public  law,  of  natural  law,  had  they  at  least  a  right  or  even  a 
legal  pretext  for  insurrection  ?  No!  A  thousand  times  no !  The  primary  constitution  of  the 
insurgent  colonies  of  1777  guaranteed  the  absolute  sovereignty  of  each  new  State,  and  con- 
fined itself  to  establishing  a  federati">n  of  independent  republics.  But  the  Constitution 
in  force,  that  made  in  17f^  by  Washington,  and  by  the  men  "who  dared  to  restrict  liberty, 
because  thev  were  sure  they  would  not  destroy  it,"  substituted  for  this  collection  of  sov- 
ereignties absolutely  independent,  one  people,  one  sole  and  whole  people,  not  centralized 
and  uniform  like  ours,  but  composed  of  several  States,  but  within,  as  well  as  without,  bound 
to  strict  obedience  of  certain  obligations  established  by  the  fundamental  compact.  It  was 
never  foreseen  nor  admitted  by  any  one  that  this  compact  could  Jbe  broken  at  the  will  of  one 
only  of  the  contracting  parties.  Wo  people,  no  state,  no  community  could  exist  if  each  of 
its  members  might  withdraw  at  will,  and  without  provocation,  from  the  associated  body. 

While  admitting,  in  all  itsdaufferous  extent,  the  modem ,  such  as  has  been  proclaimed 

on  one  side  and  the  other  in  the  recent  debate  on  the  Roman  question,  by  Mr.  Thiers,  asw^I 
as  by  Mr.  Rouber — that  is  to  say,  the  right  to  be  well  governed ;  and  if  not,  the  right  to 
change  one's  government,  it  is  still  necessary  to  prove  that  there  has  been  bad  government, 
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that  there  has  been  oppression  in  such  manner  as  to  render  the  mptnre  of  the  social  tie  more 
necescaiT  and  lawful  than  its  maintenance.  Certain]  j,  separation  might  be  lawfxil,  like  insur- 
rection, but  in  certain  rare  and  extreme  cases.  Has  such  a  case  presented  itself  to  the  southern 
States  ?  Evidence,  universal  conscience,  says  no,  a  thousand  times  no.  It  is  impossible  for 
them  or  their  apolopsts  to  produce  any  proof  whatever,  a  single  one,  of  the  slightest  attempt 
made  against  tneir  independence. 

Where  are  their  griefs,  their  troubles,  their  sufferings  ?  They  may  be  defied  to  cite  a  right 
violated,  a  property  wasted,  a  liberty  smothered,  or  even  lessened.  Yes;  which?  Is  it 
religion  ?  No !  Is  it  the  press  7  No !  Is  it  association  ?  No !  Is  it  election  7  No !  Ed- 
ucation 7  No !  Property  7  No,  not  even  the  property  of  man  in  man^  until  now  that  after 
three  years  of  revolt  and  civil  war,  they  have  in  some  sort  compelled  the  lawful  and»sovereign 
authorities  of  the  republic  to  decree  its  abolition.  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  in  the  history 
of  the  relations  of  the  north  with  the  south  resembles,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  those  violent 
and  oppressive  measures  which  constrained  the  seven  Catholic  cantons  of  Switzerland  to 
form  about  twenty  years  ago  the  sunderbund^  so  unjustly,  so  cowardly,  so  miserably  crushed 
in  1847.  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  has  furnished  them  even  with  the  shadow  oif  a 
pretext  to  break  tne  federal  tie,  and  refdse  not  toerely  to  obey  in  certain  extreme  cases,  but 
even  to  acknowledge  the  powers  lawfully  constituted.  There  has  been,  thousands  of  times, 
reason  to  say  that  good  care  must  be  taken  not  to  assimilate  the  States  which  compose  the  \ 
Union  to  our  existing  departments,  or  even  to  our  ancient  provinces.  Each  of  those  Slates 
has  and  should  have  an  executive  power,  and  two  elective  chambers,  a  magistracy,  courts  of 
justice,  codes  of  law,  a  police,  a  fiscal  administration  of  its  own — in  fine,  a  special  constitu- 
tion, voted  for  and  sanctioned  by  the  people  of  each  State.  This  is  what  constitutes  the 
true  foundation  of  American  liberty.  But,  have  all  these  fundamental  bases  been  respected 
by  all  the  southern  States  until  the  war  broke  out  7  Yes ;  it  is  impossible,  absolutely  impos- 
sible, to  deny  this.  The  northern  States  had  neither  made  nor  attempted  to  make  the  slightest 
encroachment  on  the  legislative  independence  of  the  southern  States,  even  in  r^pect  of 
slavery,  until  war  had  been  declared  by  the  south. 

But  outside  of  this  local  and,  so  to  speak,  personal  soverignty  of  each  State,  there  is  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  a  general  sovereignty  personified  in  the  President,  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  which  is  located  af  Washington.  Have  the  northern 
people  exercised  this  general  sovereignty  to  the  detriment  of  southern  interest  7  No,  yet 
once  again ;  and  had  tliey  so  desired  they  could  not  have  done  so,  because  the  south  fore- 
stalled them  by  beginning  the  war  before  the  north  had  seized  the  power. 

Let  us  again,  in  two  words,  recapitulate  the  true  state  of  this  qxiestion  so  singularly  mis- 
understood or  unknown.  The  southerners,  determined,  at  any  costj  not  merelv  to  maintain 
bat  to  propagate  slavery,  had  succeeded,  with  the  concurrence  of  their  friends,  t^e  democrats 
of  the  north,  in  securing  for  more  than  thirty  years  the  majority  in  the  federal  legislature,  and 
the  election  of  the  quf^rennial  President  of  the  republic  The  day  on  which,  for  th$  first 
time,  by  means  the  most  lawful  and  most  regular,  ov  the  purely  moral  movement  of  public 
opinion,  the  majority,  elected  of  representatives  of  the  people  and  of  presidential  electors, 
passed  from  them,  on  that  day  they  broke  the  federal  compact  and  raised  the  standard  of 
revolt.  They  became  insurgents  because  they  no  longer  felt  themselves  to  be  masters,  because 
they  foresaw  that  perhaps  the  authorities  sprung  from  the  new  elections  would  not  only 
modify  propertj^  in  slaves  in  the  slave  States,  but  the  laws  which  authorized  the  pursuit  of 
fugitive  slaves  into  the  free  States.  So  long  as,  with  complicity  of  the  northern  democrats, 
they  retained  a  majority  in  Congress  and  had  the  President  on  their  side,  they  held  the  Union 
to  be  unassailable.  When  the  wave  of  public  opinion  turned  against  them ;  when  they  found 
that  the  north  would  very  probably  no  longer  consent  to  remain  the  accomplice  and  instru- 
ment of  slavery ;  when  for  the  first  time  they  saw  the  lawful  majority  pass  over  to  the  side 
of  the  republicans,  or  abolitionists,  then,  but  then  onlv,  they  declared  the  Union  impossible 
and  took  up  arms  to  destroy  it.  It  is  absolutely  just  the  same  as  if  the  French  socialists  had 
drawn  the  sword  in  1848,  after  the  election  of  Prince  Louis  Bonaparte  to  the  presidency ; 
or  in  1849,  after  the  elections  to  the  legislative  assembly.  It  is  also  precisely  that  which  those 
wished  to  do  who  were  of  the  conservatory  of  arts  and  trades  of  the  )3th  June,  1849.  We 
know  what  France  and  the  world  have  thought  of  that  enterprise  whose  authors  fell  the  first 
victims,  and  unpitied  of  any.  Let  us  then  dismiss  the  argument  drawn  from  this  pretended 
zeal  of  the  south  against  the  united  despotism  of  centralization ;  let  us  dismiss  it  to  rejoin 
the  argument  which  pretends  to  make  of  slavery  a  question  foreign  to  the  origin  of  the  war. 
Lei  them  go  together  to  ingulph  themselves  in  those  limbos  where  sleep,  buried  forever,  una- 
vailable lies  and  refuted  sophisms. 

rv. 

Whf&t  18  most  annoying  in  these  sophisms  is  to  see  them  above  all  repeated  and 
propagated  by  the  English  with  an  inveteracy  which  the  victory  of  the  nortn  will  cer- 
tainly cool,  but  which  none  the  less  has  derogated  from  their  good  sense,  good  faith, 
and  national  honor.  Nowhere,  as  is  known,  has  the  eause  of  the  north  aroused  an 
enmity  more  profound,  more  universal,  more  sustained.  It  is  asked  through  what 
rancor  of  sovereignty  dispossessed,  through  what  prejudice  of  caste,  or  what  family 
enmity,  they  have  been  enabled  to  forget  to  such  degree  their  own  antecedents,  their 
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traditions,  the  most  inveterate  good  or  bad.  With  what  face  can  they  who  Btrore  with  all 
their  might  against  the  colonial  insurrection  which  transformed  their  provinces  into  sovereign 
States— thej  who  repressed  with  inexcusable  cruelty  the  insurrection  in  Ireland  in  1798,  and* 
with  a  severity  excessive,  although  legitimate,  the  revolt  of  the  Sepoys  in  1858 ;  ^ith  what 
face  can  they  reproach  their  American  cousins  for  the  energy  of  the  measures  employed  against 
the  insurgents  of  the  south,  and  the  principle  even  of  the  war  maintained  by  tne  constituted 
authorities  of  the  republic  against  the  aggression  of  the  confederates  7  But,  above  all,  how 
CAU  they,  abolitionists  pre-eminently,  they  whose  susceptibility  on  the  subject  of  the  slave 
trade  gave  birth  to  the  right  of  visit  and  so  many  other  complications  with  us,  and  with  all 
the  maritime  nations — they  who  gave  with  an  unheard  of  dismterestedness  the  first  signal  of 
emancipation  of  the  negro  race  at  the  expense  of  their  own  West  India  Islands ;  how  dare 
they  be  renegade  of  their  own  glory  by  suspecting,  denouncing,  decrying  the  motives  which 
have  guided  the  American  abolitionists  ?  How  is  it  they  do  not  perceive  that  they  thus 
expose  themselves  to  living  a  pretext  to  the  very  numerous  detractors  who  have  accused 
them  of  not  having  undertaken  the  work  of  emancipation  except  as  a  matter  of  calculatioct, 
and  of  having  renounced  it  as  soon  as  the  speculation  turned  out  badly  7  There  is  in  this  one 
of  those  sad  mysteries  which  the  history  of  the  greatest  nations  occasionally  presents,  and 
before  which  posterity  stands  amazed  as  much  as  contemporaries.  Let  us  hope,  beside,  that 
the  question  now  is  of  only  momentary  aberration,  and  let  us  recall  to  them  this  bright  page  in 
their  own  history  so  well  written  by  one  of  the  Americans  they  calumniate.  **  Other  nations, " 
says  Chanuing,  "have  acquired  imperishable  glory  in  defence  of  their  rights,  but  there  was  no 
example  of  a  nation  which,  without  an  interest,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  obstacles, 
espouses  the  rights  of  another,  the  rights  of  those  who  have  no  claim  except  that  they  also 
are  human,  the  rights  of  those  who  are  the  most  abased  of  the  human  race.  Great  Britain, 
under  the  load  of  a  debt  without  parallel,  with  crushing  burdens,  contracted  a  fresh  debt  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  to  give  liberty,  not  to  Englishmen,  but  to  degraded  Africans. 
It  was  not  an  act  of  policy,  it  was  not  the  work  of  statesmen.  The  Parliament  only  recorded 
the  edict  of  the  people.  The  English  naiion,  with  one  heart,  one  voice,  under  one  strong: 
Christian  impulse,  and  without  distinction  of  rank,  of  sex,  of  party,  or  of  communion,  decreed 
the  liberty  ot  the  slave.  I  do  not  know  that  history  records  an  act  so  disinterested.,  so  sublime. 
In  the  course  of  ages  the  maritime  triumphs  of  Lngland  will  occupy  a  space  narrower  and 
narrower  in  the  annals  of  humanity,  and  this  moral  triumph  will  till  therein  a  wider  and  a 
brighter  page."  At  all  events,  if  the  cause  of  the  north  and  of  emancipation  in  America  has 
encountered  only  adversaries  among  the  governing  classes  in  England,  in  the  native  land  of 
Burke  and  of  Wilberforce,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  has  thertT  always  been  openly  and 
energetically  sustained  by  some  of  its  best  known  orators  and  political  men,  and  in  the  first 
rank  by  Messrs.  Cobden  and  Bright ;  and  it  should  especially  be  remembered  that  the  manu- 
facturing population  of  Lancashire,  and  of  the  great  industrial  centres,  have  exhibited  lively 
and  persevering  sympathies  with  American  abolitionism.  But  these  populations  are  precisely 
they  that  will  suffer  most  from  the  consequences  of  the  war,  which,  in  favoring  the  United 
States,  has  interrupted  the  production  of  cotton.  Nothing  can  be  more  admirable,  however, 
than  the  attitude  of  the  English  artizans  diuring  the  whole  continuance  of  this  crisis,  so  fatal 
to  the  interest  of  the  English  manufactures,  which  has  not  yet  ended.  The  labor  of  the 
blacks  in  the  United  State?  gave  them  bread  by  producing  the  raw  material  of  that  branch 
of  industry  out  of  which  they  lived.  They,  nevertheless,  liave  never  imagined,  never  pre- 
tended, like  some  publicists  and  some  preachers,  that  negroes  were  intend^  by  Providence 
to  be  always  slaves,  in  order  to  be  the  purveyors  for  European  industry.  Until  the  balance 
be  re^justed  by  the  introduction  of  the  cotton  culture  in  Egypt,  where  it  has  freed  and  en- 
riched the  Fellahs,  and  in  southern  Italy,  where  it  has  served,  in  a  manner  so  strangely 
unforeseen,  the  interests  of  Italian  unity,  the  crisis  produced  by  the  interruption  has  perhaps 
been  the  most  severe  that  has  ever  affected  European  industry.  The  English  workmen  have 
endured  this  crisis,  which  still  continues,  with  most  magnanimous  patience.  They  have 
experienced  the  last  extremes  of  hunger,  without  any  outburst,  any  disturbance  having  hap- 

emed  to  r<'Alize  the  prophecies  of  those  who  had  counted  on  their  distress  to  obtain  from 
ngland  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States  and  consolidation  of  slavery.  They  have 
suffered  without  a  murmur,  without  any  display  of  military  force  having  become  needful  to 
restrain  or  intimidate  them,  without  any  public  right  being  suspended,  without  the  slightest 
restriction  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  or  of^ publicly  assembling ;  the  millions  of  hungered  and 
suffering  beings  have  maintained  an  heroic  calm  and  resignation.  Compulsory  inaction^ 
distress,  and  hunger  had  everywhere  taken  place  in  that  vast  hive  of  Englisn  spinning  mills, 
of  work,  of  ease,  of  economic  progress,  and  or  domestic  well  being.  The  prolusion  of  public  and 
substantial  aid  prodigally  given  by  the  disinterested  sympathies  of  their  neighbors  and  their 
countrymen  to  these  innocent  victims  of  the  war  in  America  seemed  only  as  a  drop  of 
water  in  the  ocean  of  this  distress.  And  yet,  not  only  no  riot,  no  public  disturbance 
broke  out,  but  at  the  numerous  meetings,  and  in  the  various  public  notices  which  mark- 
ed this  crisis,  so  severe  and  so  prolonged,  no  symptom  of  irritation  was  manifested 
against  the  upper  classes,  or  against  the  government  of  the  country.  Enlightened  by  a 
pood  sense  which  shows  the  incontestable  progress  made  through  the  spread  of  primary 
instruction  since  the  sanguinary  riots  of  1819,  the  workmen  in  those  Englbh  aistricta 
which  constitute  the  ^eatest  industrial  centre  of  the  world  readily  comprehended  that 
the  cahunity  from  which  they  suffered  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  tl^  Ql^^^t   J^QJ"  ^o 
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aristocracy,  nor  the  ministry,  nor  the  Parliament,  nor  to  any  cause  in  England,  but 
solelv"  to  a  great  historic  crisis,  the  consequences  of  which  would  be  favorable  to  religion 
and  human  nature.  They  continued  not  only  docile  to  the  teacbinj;!^  of  reason  and  patriotism 
in  their  aHitude  in  regard  to  the  authorities  and  other  classes  in  their  country,  but  unshakably 
faithful  in  their  demonstrations  and  petitions  to  Parliament,  to  their  sympathies  with  the 
northern  States,  which  represented  in  their  eyes  the  cause  of  justice  and  of  liberty.  They 
have  thus  given  the  best  proof  of  their  aptitude  for  public  life,  as  well  as  for  the  political 
rights  which  they  claim,  and  which  they  cannot  fail  to  obtain,  and  which  must  be  desired  for 
them,  in  desiring  also  the  regulated  and  peaceful  admission  of  the  masses  to  the  electoral 
suffrage  may  be  brought  about  with  the  guarantees  necessary  to  prevent  intelligence  and 
liberty  from  succumbing  beneath  the  abused  preponderance  of  numbers. 

/  V. 

Let  us  recapitulate,  and  come  to  a  conclusion.  We  maintain  that  the  victoir  of  the  north 
is  an  event  as  happy  as  glorious,  and  we  hoped  to  have  proved  it ;  but  should  we  not  have 
succeeded,  none  of  our  readers  will  deny  that  it  is  the  most  important  event  of  the  present 
day,  and  that  whose  consequences  are  of  most  vital  interest  for  the  world  entire. 

The  American  Union  is  henceforth  replaced  in  the  first  rank  of  the  great  powers  of  earth. 
All  eyes  will  henceforth  be  turned  on  her ;  all  hearts  will  be  agitated  by  the  destiny  in  reserve 
for  her;  all  minds  will  seek  enlightenment  from  her  future.  For  that  future  will  be  more  or 
less  ours,  and  her  destiny  will  perhaps  decide  our  own. 

From  all  that  has  yet  passed  in  America,  from  all  that  is  about  to  pass  there  in  the  future, 
there  results  for  us  grave  teachings,  lessons  which  it  is  indispensable  to  make  account  of,  for, 
willing  or  unwilling,  we  belong  to  a  society  irrevocably  democratized,  and  democratic  societies 
resemble  each  other  much  more  than  monarchic  or  aristocratic  societies.  It  is  true  that  dif- 
ferences are  still  great  between  all  countries,  as  well  as  between  all  epochs;  it  is  true,  above 
all,  thank  God,  that  nations,  like  individuals,  preserve,  under  all  rule,  their  free  will,  and  re- 
main responsible  for  their  condition.  To  know  how  to  use  this  free  will  in  the  midst  of  the 
impetuous  and  apparently  irresistible  current  of  the  tendencies  of  the  times  is  the  groat 
problem.  To  resolve  it,  account  must  first  be  taken  of  these  tendencies,  either  to  contest,  or 
follow,  or  direct  them  accorlling  to  the  dictates  of  conscience. 

The  question  is,  then,  in  the  study  of  contemporary  events ;  not  of  preferences,  but  of 
teachings.  It  is  not  in  our  power  here  below  to  choose  between  things  which  please  or  which 
displease,  but  between  things  that  are.  I  have  not  to  reosbn  here  with  those  who  have  not. 
done  mourning  for  the  political  past  of  the  Old  World ;  with  those  who  still  dream  of  a  theo- 
cratic reconstruction,  monarchic  or  aristocratic,  of  modern  society.  I  understand  all  the 
regrets ;  I  share  in  more  than  one ;  I  honor  greatly  some,  in  which  I  do  not  share.  I  hold 
as  much  as  others  the  religion,  perhaps  even  the  superstitution,  of  the  past,  but  reserving  to  ^ 
myself  the  faculty  of  distinguishing  the  past  from  the  future,  as  of  death  from  life.  I  will 
not  exult  over  any  ruin,  except  that  of  faisehood  and  wickedness,  which  it  has  not  been  given 
to  me  to  contemplate.  Thus  much  said,  I  mean  not  to  offend  any,  nor  even  to  utter  anything 
but  a  commonplace,  almost  trivial  because  it  is  so  plain,  by  proving  that  the  modem  world 
has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  democracy,  and  that  there  is  only  a  choice  between  two  forms  of  demo- 
cracy, but  two  forms  which  differ  as  much  as  night  from  day  ;  between  democracy  disciplined, 
authoritative,  mor^  or  less  incarnate  in  a  single,  all-powerful  man ;  and  liberal  democracy, 
where  all  powers  are  restrained  and  controlled  by  unlimited  publicity  and  by  individual 
liberty ;  in  other  words  by  Caesarian  democracy  and  American  democracy.  One  might  be 
well  pleased  not  to  take  either  the  one  or  the  other.     Be  it  so,  that  is  intelligible.     *' Delicate 

D)le  are  unfortunate!"  But  that  is  no  reason  why  they  should  become  blind  and  power- 
;  once  again,  the  choice  must  be  made,  and  the  choice  can  be  only  between  these  two 
conditions*  All  the  rest  are  nothing  but  Utopian  fancies,  or  regrets  of  the  archseok)gist ; 
fancies  and  regrets,  very  respectable  perhaps,  but  perfectly  unproductive. 

It  is  well  enough  known  my  choice  is  made,  and  P  suppose  it  is  also  made  in  the  same 
way  by  those  to  whom  I  would  now  speak.  It  is  to  them,  therefore,  that  I  present  with  glad- 
ness and  with  pride  the  strife  which  has  traversed  America,  and  the  victory  she  has  achieved 
(if  this  victory  continues  unstained)  as  a  gage  of  trust  and  hope. 

The  civil'war  might  have  made  out  of  i^erican  democracy  a  Caesarian  and  military  demo- 
cracy. But  the  contrary  has  happened.  It  remains  a  liberal  and  Christian  democracy. 
This  is  the  first  ^eat  fact  which,  in  the  annals  of  modem  democracy,  reassures  and  comforts 
without  reservation,  the  first  which  is  fit  to  inspire  trust  in  its  future,  trust  limited,  humble, 
and  unassuming,  as  is  becoming  all  human  trust  should  be,  but  trust  fearless  and  sincere,  as 
might  and  should  be  that  of  free  hearts  and  clear  consciences. 

America  has  just  shown,  for  the  first  time  since  the  world  began,  that  liberty  could  be  co- 
existent in  a  democracy  with  war,  and,  moreover,  with  the  almost  measureless  greatness  of  a 
country.  This  simultaneous  existence  rests  always  full  of  perils  and  of  hazards;  but  in  fine 
it  is  possible,  it  is  real,  it  passes  provisionally  out  of  mo  region  of  problems  into  that  of  facts. 

American  democracy  h«s  its  creeds  and  its  morals — Christian  creeds,  pure  and  virile 
morals ;  it  is  in  that  very  superior  to  the  greater  part  of  European  societies.  It  professes  and 
practices  respect  for  religious  faith,  and  respect  for  woman.  But  above  all  it  practices  and 
maintains  liberty  in  a  degree  which  no  nation,  except  England,  has  yet  been  able  to  attain, 
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liberty  without  restriction  and  without  inconsistencj ;  entire  liberty,  that  is  to  say,  domes^e 
liberty  not  less  than  political  liberty ;  civil  liberty  side  by  side  with  religious  liberty ;  liberty 
to  devise,  with  the  liberty  of  the  press,  liberty  of  association  and  of  instruction,  with  the 
liberty  of  the  tribune.  Notwithstanding;  the  rudeness  of  its  attractions,  notwithstanding  a 
certain  decadence  of  the  moral  sense  which  seems  to  have  shown  itself  there  since  the  death 
of  Washin^on,  it  despises  and  ignores  the  odious  and  ridiculous  clogs,  the  hateful  and 
jealous  restrictions  which  our  French  democrats  associate  with  their  strange  liberalism. 

Besides,  it  approaches  more  nearly  than  any  other  contemporary  society  the  object  which 
every  human  society  should  propose  to  itself:  it  offers  and  secures  to  every  member  of  com- 
munity an  active  participation  in  the  fruits  and  benefits  of  the  social  union. 

The  new  President  (Johnson)  has  frankly  adopted  in  his  first  allocution  the  fondamental 
doctrine  of  free  and  Christian  countries :  **  I  believe  that  government  was  made  for  man,  and 
not  man  for  government.**  In  other  terms,  society  is  maae  for  man,  and  not  man  for  society 
or  the  state.  He  has  thus  laid  down  the  sovereign  distinction  which  separates  liberty  from 
absolute  power. 

Certain  it  is,  that  neither  want  nor  immorality  are  unknown  in  the  great  republic.  The 
poison  of  slavery  with  which  it  has  been  too  long  infected,  the  scum  which  is  Drought  to  it 
by  the  European  emigration  from  which  it  is  recruited,  the  dangers  and  weaknesses  belong- 
ing to  all  democracy,  aggravated  by  the  untutored  rudeness  of  certain  social  habits,  all  that 
shakes  and  menaces  it,  but  does  not  hinder  it  giving  to  public  order  and  to  property  a 
security,  if  not  complete,  at  least  sufiicieut.  and  whose  superficial  vascillations  are  a  thousand 
times  preferable  to  the  enervating  and  corrupting  peace  of  despotism. 

Certain  it  is,  also,  you  will  never  see  in  the  United  States,-  nor  in  other  countries  pursuing 
the  same  track,  effeminate  and  easy  life  of  the  eastern  nations,  or  of  southern  Europe  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  There  will  be  hardships,  difiScuIties,  fatigues,  dangers  for  all  and  each. 
This  action  and  this  censorship  of  all  theworld  over  all  the  world,  which  constitutes  the  real 
life  and  the  only  efficacious  discipline  of  free  nations,  draws  along  with  it  a  thousand  cares 
and  sometimes  a  thousand  perils.  **The  gods,"  says  Montesquieu,  in  the  words  of  Sylla, 
**the  gods  who  have  given  most  men  a  weak  ambition,  have  attached  to  liberty  almost  as 
many  evils  as  to  bondage.  But  whatever  be  the  cost  of  this  noble  liberty,  it  must  be  paid  to 
the  gods.**  America  teaches  us  how  to  cure  ourselves  of  this  weak  ambition^  without  deny- 
ing any  of  the  principles,  any  of  the  conquests  of  Christian  civilization. 

That  which  hurts  and  disturbs  us  most,  we  Europeans,  who  study  America  with  a  desire 
to  read  therein  the  secret  of  our  future,  is  the  system,  or  rather  popular  instinct,  which  keeps 
at  a  distance  from  power,  and  often  even  from  public  life,  men  the  most  eminent  for  talent, 
for  character,  and  for  services  rendered.  This  legal  and  gradual  ostracism,  of  which  the 
United  States  have  made  a  sort  of  habit,  is  certainly  a  very  great  evil.  But  I  hear  it  said 
this  result  is  not  altogether  unknown  in  certain  countries  which  have  nothing  in  common 
with  American  liberty,  and  where  these  victims  of  ostracism  have  not  the  same  resource  of 
periodic  and  constitutional  changes,  still  less  of  weapons  offensive  and  defensive,  which 
guarantees  to  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  unrestricted  liberty  of  all.  Even  under 
tne  old  time  royalty  has  not  St.  Simon  pointed  out  to  us  *'the  taste  to  humiliate  all,**  and 
**the  special  graces  of  obscurity jand  of  nothingness*'  in  the  eyes  of  the  master?  And  after 
all,  must  we  despair  of  the  worid  because  this  phenomenon  of  the  humiliation  or  even  the 
exclusion  of  the  opulent  or  elevated  classes  occurs  everywhere  (except  in  England)  us  often 
as  of  old,  by  their  own  fault  as  often,  and  especially  in  our  days,  without  there  being  any 
serious  reproach  to  make  to  them  ?  This  is  sad,  this  is  painful,  this  is  unjust ;  but  this  is 
nevertheless  too  general  not  to  be  an  historic  law,  and  the  consequences  of  this  new  law  are 
not  always  nor  everywhere  destitute  of  grandeur. 

America  astonishes  the  world  by  placing  at  the  head  of  a  nation  of  thirty  millions  of  people 
men  issuing  from  the  humblest  grades  of  society,  by  confiding  to  these  obscure  and  inex- 
perienced men  armies  of  a  milHon  of  soldiers,  who,  the  war  ended,  return  to  their  homes 
without  any  one  being  induced  to  see  therein  a  danger  to  liberty  or  a  resource  against  it — a 
man  who  weui  first  a  wood-cutter,  then  a  husbandman,  then  a  boatman,  then  a  lawyer,  be- 
comes President  of  the  United  States,  and  directs  in  this  character  a  war  more  formidable 
and  above  all  more  legitimate  than  the  wars  of  Napoleon.  A  horrible  outrage  causes  his  dis- 
appearance, and  immediately  one,  formerly  a  journeyman  tailor,  replaces  Lim  without  the 
shadow  of  disorder  or  protest  coming  to  disturb  the  national  mourning.  This  is  strange  and 
novel ;  but  what  is  there  in  it  that  is  unfortunate  or  affrighting  t  For  my  part,  I  see  in  it  a 
transformation,  historic  and  social,  as  remarkable  and  less  stormy  than  that  which  substituted 
through  all  the  west  the  Clevises  and  the  Alarics  for  the  vile  prefects  of  the  Roman  empire. 
The  laborers  become  chiefs  of  a  great  nation,  are  a  hundred-fold  less  repugnant  to  me  than 
the  Ceesars  with  their  freedmen  and  their  favorites.  I  see  with  an  emotion  of  admiration 
these  proletaries  metamorphosed  into  potentates  in  nowise  bewildered  by  their  elevation. 
They  continue  to  be  prudent,  mild,  discreet.  There  is  nothing  in  them  which  savors  of  the 
popular  tyrants  of  otner  dayi ;  nor  of  those  pretended  envoys  of  Providence,  who  begin  by 
violations  of  the  laws,  like  Csesar,  and  finish  in  insanity,  like  Alexander  and  Napoleon.* 

*  "  Recall  to  mind  that  Mr.  Thiers,  oar  illustrioiu  and  national  historian,  has  demonstrated,  at  the  end  of  his 
great  work,  the  folly  which  the  exercise  of  full  powers  substituted  in  the  spirit  of  Napoleon  for  the  wisdom  of 
his  eaiiier  years." 
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What  rest,  what  comfort,  to  feel  oneself  in  the  presence  of  worthj  men,  simple  and  truth* 
fill,  in  whom  power  defined  and  restricted,  althoagh  immense,  has  not  tamed  the  bead  nor 
perverted  the  heart.  Where  search  for  true  greatness,  if  it  be  not  in  these  plebeian  souls, 
which,  disciplined  hj  responsibility  and  purified  by  adversity,  seem  to  us  to  enlarge  with  their 
situation  and  to  elevate jpolitical  even  to  the  heights  of  moral  life  7 

Dark  and  sad  as  her  future  might  be  imagined,  and  were  she  to  be  buried  to-morrow  be* 
neath  her  triumph,  America  will  not  the  less  have  bequeathed  to  the  friends  of  liberty  a  never- 
dying  encouragement.  Numerous  and  bitter  as  may  be  our  own  mistakes,  legitimate  as  may 
be  our  apprehensions,  she  has  given  ns  somewhat  to  believe  in  and  to  hope  for,  through  ages 
to  come,  in  the  ideal  which  attracted  in  the  last  century  our  fathers  under  her  banner,  the 
ideal  of  which  they  gave  the  only  true  programme  in  1789,  and  which  can  only  serve  as  a 
bond  between  the  sons  of  the  conquerors  and  the  sons  of  the  victims  of  the  French  revolution. 

Therefore  it  is  that  I  have  not  feared  to  say  that  at  the  present  hour  the  American  people, 
coming  out  victorious  and  pure  from  so  redoubtable  an  experience,  will  take  rank  amid  the 
first  nations  of  the  earth,  which  does  not  mean  to  say  that  it  can  be  irreproachable.  It  has 
not  been  so  in  the  past,  and  nothing  announces  that  it  must  be  so  in  the  future.  3ide  by 
side  with  all  the  virtues  and  all  the  great  characteristics  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  are  only  too 
distinguishable  excess  and  gross  faults,  cynic  and  ciuel  egoism,  fierce  instincts.  Behold  her 
at  the  moment  when  these  vices  and  defects  are  about  to  encrocu^h  on  and  menace  her  more 
than  ever.  The  blindness  of  pride  satisfied,  the  overweening  spirit  of  triumphant  strength, 
are  about  to  expose  her  to  the  vices  of  power,  to  the  depravity  resulting  irom  victory,  of 
which  democracies  are  as  much  the  subjects  as  dictatorships.  She  has  also  much  to  expiate, 
because  in  the  interval  which  has  separated  the  war  of  independence  from  the  civil  war  the 
external  policy  of  the  United  States  has  too  much  resembled  the  external  policy  of  the 
Romans  or  of  the  English;  it  has  been  selfish,  iniquitous,  violent,  even  brutal,  and  charac- 
terized by  absolut^ateence  of  scruples.  Mexico  on  the  one  hand,  on  the  other  the  native  and 
independent  races,  have  learned  to  understand  all  the  cruel  consequences  of  the  preponder- 
ance of  a  race  eager  for  gain  and  bom  for  conquest. 

Behold  her  at  the  decisive  period  of  her  inner  life.  The  question  to  be  demonstrated  is 
whether  the  American  people,  like  the  Roman  people  at  the  time  of  Publicola  and  Cincin- 
natus,  possesses  the  spirit  of  moderation  which  causes  republics  to  last,  or  whether,  like  the 
contemporaries  of  the  Gracchi,  it  would  open  the  door  which  leads  to  proscriptions  and  dicta- 
torships. 

There  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  amid  the  first  rejoicings  of  victory  the  republican  ma- 
iority  will  show  itself  as  generous  as  resolved,  in  accordance  with  the  noble  speech  of  Lincoln 
in  his  negotiation  with  the  south  in  January  last.  May  it  please  God  that  Uiere  be  no  re- 
course after  the  triumph  to  reprisals,  which  have  been  abstained  from  in  the  heat  of  battle, 
which  would  also  render  inexcusable  the  prompt  submission  and  complete  dispersion  of  the 
conquered  armies.  The  spirit  of  revenge  would  instil  in  the  veins  of  the  gpreat  nation  a  poison 
more  fatal  and  more  inextirpable  than  that  of  slavery  abolished.  Posthumous  repressions,  con- 
fiscations, proscriptions  of  the  Muscovite  order  against  the  conquered  and  prisoners,  offences 
a^nst  local  franchises,  or  the  sovereign  independence  of  states,  would  excite  universal  in- 

Xation,  and  would  change  all  the  sympathies  of  the  liberals  of  Europe  against  the  trans* 
itic  rivals  of  Mouravieff.  To  substitute  centralization  for  libertv  under  pretext  of  guar- 
anteeing the  latter,  would  be  to  condemn  America  to  become  nothing  but  a  miserable  and 
servile  counterfeit  presentment  of  Europe,  in  place  of  being  our  guide  and  precursor  in  the 
right  path. 

For  the  rest,  notwithstanding  all  the  violence  of  language,  notwithstanding  many  alarm- 
ing symptoms,  we  mav  still  hope  that  nothing  will  come  of  them.  Americans  will  remember 
as  their  defender.  Burse  has  said  that  greatness  of  soul  is  the  wisest  policy,  and  that  little- 
ness of  mind  does  not  lead  to  a  great  empire.  Reconciliation  should  and  must  be  brought 
about  without  humiliation,  and  consequently  without  difficulty  and  without  delay,  between 
parties  which  are  not  separated  by  any  antipathies,  national  or  religions,  of  creed  or  of 
language.  The  works  and  the  benefits  of  peace,  the  immense  industrial  commercial  and 
Agricultural  movement,  which  war  itself  has  scarcely  slackened,  will  seal  anew  the  Union 
between  north  and  south.  But  will  not  the  reconciled  belligerents  carry  abroad  the  hence- 
forth sterile  ardor  ?  Will  the  warlike  spirit,  so  quickly  and  so  prodigiously  developed,  suffer 
Itself  to  be  reduced  to  and  restrained  within  the  necessary  limits  7  From  tuese  disbanded 
armies  will  there  not  issue  bands  of  adventurers  and  filibusters,  the  terror  and  scourge  of  the 
neighboring  people  7  Fearful  questions,  of  which  we  ardently  hope  a  pacific  solution,  be- 
cause our  araent  aspirations  for  the  glorv  and  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States  accord  with 
those  which  everv  friend  of  right  shoula  entertain  for  the  consolidation  of  the  new  Anglo- 
American  confederation,  in  which  our  brethren  of  Canada,  brethren  of  race  and  religious 
&ith,  may  act  a  part  so  advantageous  and  so  preponderant. 

But  our  solicitudes  and  apprehensions  are  much  more  concentred  on  the  domestic  condition 
of  the  great  republic  than  on  its  foreign  relations,  even  much  more  on  the  dangers  pertinent 
to  all  the  elements  of  its  Constitution  than  upon  the  immediate  consequences  of  the  contest 
which  has  just  terminated.  May  it  never  be  forgotten  that  the  origin  <u  its  noble  institutions, 
of  its  incomparable  liberty,  of  its  invincible  energy,  goes  back  to  the  traditional  liberties  and 
the  Christian  civilization,  under  the  shelter  of  which  the  insurgent  colonies  of  1775  had  grown 
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np.  May  it  acquire  the  difficult  secret  of  preservinj^  individuals  as  well  as  public  authority 
from  that  subjection  to  the  omnipotence  of  majorities  which  so  naturally  moulds  the  hearts 
of  men  to  submit  to  the  absolute  power  of  a  single  individual.  Let  us  wish  fox  it  that  sus- 
ceptibility of  conscience,  that  delicAcy,  **that  chastity  of  honor,"  almost  al\yay8  wanting 
in  democratic  societies,  even  when  they  know  how  to  remain  free.  Let  us  wish  they  may 
escape,  or  rather  resist,  one  of  their  greatest  perils,  tliat  contempt  for  ideas,  for  studies,  for 
intellectual  enjoyments,  which  engenders  torpor  or  drowsiness  of  spirit  in  the  midst  of  the 
noisy  yet  monotonous  agitation  of  local  and  personal  policy.  Let  us  wish  them  to  renounce, 
sooner  or  later,  that  love  for  mediocrity,  that  hatred  of  natural  and  legitimate  superiority, 
natural  consequence  of  the  passion  of  equality,  which  carrie«  into  the  bosom  of  democratic 
assemblies  the  spirit  of  the  courts  and  ante-chambers,  and  there  too  often  reproduces  one  of 
the  most  debasing  characteristics  of  despotism,  perfected  and  popularized  by  modern  <5ivili-» 
zation.  Let  us  wish  that  there  universal  suffrage,  more  and  more  clothed  with  all  elective 
functions,  may  not  condemn  the  enlightened  and  superior  classes  to  that  discouragement, 
that  political  apathy,  which  ends  by  excluding  them  in  fact,  if  it  do  not  in  law,  from  public 
life ;  out,  above  all,  that  nothing  may  ever  induce  the  Americans  to  weaken  the  federation  prin- 
ciple which  has  made  thus  far  their  greatness  and  their  liberty  by  preserving  them  from  all 
the  shoals  on  which  democracy  has  made  wreck  in  Europe.  To  confine  the  central  govern- 
ment to  functions  strictly  necessary,  by  respecting  scrupulously  the  local  liberties  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  is  the  first  duty,  and  above  all  the  first  interest,  of  American  statesmen.  As- 
suredly on  the  day  succeeding  an  unjustifiable  rebellion,  and  a  terrible  war,  undertaken  in 
the  name  of  an  abusive  and  immoral  interpretation  of  the  federative  principle,  of  federative 
law,  the  temptation  to  lessen  and  limit  this  principle,  to  tend  with  flowing  sail  toward  cen- 
tralizing unity,  would  be  strong  with  many,  but  it  is  only  by  resisting  this  temptation  and 
maintaining  unshakable  fidelity  to  the  national,  liberal,  and  federal  tradition  of  the  country 
that  America  will  continue  to  be  worthy  of  her  glory  and  of  her  destiny.  » 

That  which  mainly  reassures  us  against  the  dangers  which  menace  the  republic,  or  with 
\vhich  she  may  menace  the  world,  is  the  character  of  the  American  people — the  nation 
*  which  has  learned  how  to  pass  through  such  tenible  trials  without  giving  herself  a  master, 
without  even  dreaming  of  it,  has  evidently  received  from  Heaven  a  moral  constitution,  a 
political  temperament  quite  different  from  that  of  the  turbulent  and  servile  races  which 
know  not  how  to  secure  themselves  against  their  own  blunderiogs  but  by  precipitatine 
themselves  from  revolution  into  servitude,  and  has  no  refuge  or  alleviation  of  the  shame  and 
annovance  of  their  domestic  subjection  but  in  foreign  adventures. 

What  gives  the  best  pledge  of  this  national  temperament  is  the  personage,  truly  unique, 
whom  the  nation,  in  full  possession  of  its  freo  will  and  its  natural  sympathies,  has  twice  in 
succession  chosen  as  President.  Everything  has  been  said  about  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
has  presented  to  us  in  the  ripeness  of  the  nineteenth  century  a  fresh  example,  which  is  not 
either  a  eopy  or  a  counterfeit  of  the  calm  and  worthy  Irom  which  Washington  issued.  His 
glory  will  not  be  eclipsed  in  history  even  by  that  of  Washington.  Ho  honors  human 
nature,  not  less  than  the  country  whose  destinies  he  directed,  and  whose  pacificatfon  he 
brought  about  with  such  intelligent  moderation.  His  eulocy  ie  everywhere,  and  we  yield 
only  to  the  imperious  appeal  of  conscience  in  joining  in  it.  But  it  behooves  us  above  all, 
humble  advocates  of  liberty,  whose  glorious  and  victorious  champion  he  has  been,  to  engrave 
in  our  souls  and  seal  with  our  lives  this  pure  and  noble  memory,  to  encourage,  to  console, 
and  to  bind  us  more  and  more  to  the  laborious  duty  on  which  we  have  voluntarily  entered. 
It  behooves  us  to  prove  that  which  the  study  of  this  career,  so  short  but  so  resplendent, 
brings  especially  to  light,  to  wit,  this  combination  of  rectitude  and  of  kindness,  of^  sagacity 
and  simplicity,  of  modesty  and  firm  courage,  which  make  of  him  a  type  so  attaching  and  so 
rare  a  type  that  no  prince,  no  public  man  of  our  age,  has  equalled  or  surpassed.  This  wood- 
cutter become  lawyer,  then  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  greatestjpeoples  of  the  earth,  has 
displayed  all  the  virtues  of  the  honest  man  beside  all  the  qualities  of  the  politician. 
His  head  was  no  more  affected  than  his  language.  Since  his  accession  to  supreme  rank,  no 
one  can  cite  of  hjra  a  single  expression  of  menace  or  biavado,  a  single  expression  vindictive 
or  extravagant.  No  sovereign,  hereditary  or  elective,  has  spoken  a  language  more  eloquent 
or  more  worthy;  none  has  shown  more  calmness  and  g^ood  temper,  more  perseverance  and 
magnanimity. 

**  Let  us  unite,"  he  wrote  to  the  governor  of  Missouri  on  the  20th  February  last,  in  pointing 
out  to  him  the  means  for  pacifying  that  State,  recently  submitting  but  still  seveiely  agitated. 
**  Let  us  meet  only  to  Iook  to  the  future,  without  any  care  for  what  we  have  been  able  to 
do,  say  or  think  about  the  actual  war,  or  no  matter  what.  Let  us  pledge  one  another  to 
harass  no  man,  and  to  make  common  cause  against  any  who  shall  persist  in  disturbing  his 
neighbor.  Thus  the  old  friendship  will  again  spring  up  in  our  hearts,  because  honor  and 
Christian  charity  will  come  to  our  aid." 

Honor  and  Christian  charity:  is  it  not  that  which  is  most  wanting  in  the  action  and 
language  of  politicians  t  W' hat  can  be  more  touching  than  to  look  upon  this  **  rail- splitter," 
this  Illinois  husbandman,  recalling  the  inspirations  and  vital  conditions  of  humanity  first  to 
his  own  people:  then,  thanks  to  the  prestige  with  which  his  death  has  crowned  him,  to  the 
whole  worid,  which  attentively  gathers  up  his  slightest  sayings  to  enlarge  the  too  scanty 
treasury  of  moral  lessons  which  the  shepherds  of  men  bequeath  to  posterity.    Let  us  collect 
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in  tnrn,  and  seek  in  these  words,  especially  what  bears  the  stamp  'of  that  Christian  faith 
w^th  which  he  was  imbued,  and  which  all  the  public  men  of  America  so  simply  and  naturally 
confess.  Orators  and  ^nerals,  authors  and  diplomatists,  and,  let  us  add  quickly,  northern- 
ers and  southerners,  without  distinction,  have  the  thought  of  God  ever  present  to  them, 
care  to  call  Him  to  witness,  and  the  duty  of  rendering  Him  public  homage  always  inspires 
Ihera.  Nothing  better  demonstrates,  in  contradiction  to  European  revolutionists,  that  the 
most  energetic  and  unrestricted  development  of  ideas  of  institutions  and  of  modem  liberties 
has  absolutely  BOthing  in  it  incompatible  with  the  public  profession  of  Christianity,  with 
the  solemn  proclamation  of  gospel  truth.  Let  us  listen  to  his  adieus  to  his  neighbors  and 
friends  on  leaving  his  modest  residence  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  to  become  for  the  first  time 
President  of  the  United  States : 

**  No  one  can  understand  the  sadness  I  feel  at  this  moment  of  farewell.  To  these  around  I 
owe  all  that  I  am.  Here  I  have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century ;  here  my  children  were  born ; 
here  one  of  them  lies  buried.  I  know  not  whether  I  shall  ever  see  you  again ;  a  duty  is 
imposed  on  me,  greater  perhaps  than  any  imposed  on  any  citizen  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington. Washington  never  could  have  succeeoed  without  the  help  of  Divine  Providence,  in 
which  he  ever  placed  trust.  I  feel  that  I  cannot  succeed  without  the  same  assistance,  and 
it  is  from  Grod  that  I  also  look  for  aid." 

Listen  to  him  in  his  inaugural  address  on  his  first  presidency,  4th  March,  1861 :  "Intelli- 
gence, patriotism,  Christianity,  and  a  firm  reliance  on  Him  who  has  never  yet  forsaken  this 
favored  land,  are  still  competent  to  adjust  all  our  present  difficulties." 

After  four  years  had  passed,  and  four  years  of  cruel  war,  which  he  had  done  everything 
to  avoid,  elected  for  a  second  term,  let  us  hear  him  uttering,  the  4th  March,  1865,  the 
wonderful  language  one  wearies  not  of  admirin|^  and  repeating: 

"  Neither  party  expected  for  the  war  the  magnitude  or  the  duration  which  it  has  already  at- 
tained. Neither  anticipated  that  the  cause  of  the  conflict  might  cease  with,  or  even  before 
the  conflict  itself  shoula  cease.  Each  looked  for  an  easier  triumph,  and  a  result  less  funda- 
mental and  astounding.  Both  read  the  same  Bible,  and  pray  to  the  same  God{  and  .each 
invokes  His  aid  against  the  other.  It  may  seem  strange  that  any  men  should  dai*e  to  ask  a 
just  God's  assistance  in  wringing  their  bread  from  the  sweat  of  other  men's  faces ;  but  let 
us  judge  not,  that  we  be  not  judged.  The  prayers  of  both  cnuld  not  be  answered — that  of 
neither  has  been  answered  fully.  The  Almighty  has  His  own  purposes.  *  Woo  unto  the 
world  because  of  offences .'  for  it  must  needs  to  that  offences  come ;  but  woe  to  that  man  bjr 
whom  the  offence  comethi'  If  we  shall  suppose  that  American  slaverv  is  one  of  those 
offences  which,  in  the  providence  of  God,  must  needs  come,  but  which,  having  continued 
through  His  appointed  time.  He  now  wills  to  remove,  and  that  He  gives  to  both  north  and 
south  this  terrible  war,  as  the  woe  due  to  those  by  whom  the  offeuce  came,  shall  we  discern 
therein  any  departure  from  those  divine  attributes  which  the  believers  in  a  living  God  always 
ascribe  to  Him  ?  Fondly  do  we  hope — fervently  do  we  pray — that  this  mighty  scourge  of 
war  may  speedily  pass  away.  Yet,  if  God  wills  that  it  continue  until  all  3ie  wealth  piled 
by  the  bondman's  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  until 
eveiy  drop  of  blood  drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be  paid  by  another  drawn  with  the  sword,  as 
was  said  three  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said,  *  The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are 
true  and  righteous  altogether.' 

"With  malice  toward  none ;  with  charity  for  all;  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives 
us  to  see  the  right;  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in ;  to  bind  up  the  nation's 
wounds ;  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow  and  his  orphan — 
to  do  all  which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  a  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  with 
all  nations." 

Listen  to  the  last  public  remarks  pronounced  by  him  three  days  before  his  death  in  a  speech 
on  Louisiana,  April  11,  J  865: 

**  We  are  assembled  this  evening  not  in  sadness,  but  in  the  joy  of  our  hearts.  The  evacu- 
ation of  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  and  the  capitulation  of  the  main  army  of  the  insurgents, 
authorizes  the  hope  of  a  j  ust  peace.  Our  gratitication  at  these  events  should  not  be  restrained, 
but  in  these  circumstances  He  from  whom  all  blessings  flow  must  not  be  forgotten.  A 
proclamation  for  a  day  of  national  thanksgiving  is  purposed,  and  will  in  due  time  be  promul- 
gated. Let  us  not  be  forgetful  of  those  who,  undertaking  the  severest  duties,  have  gained 
for  us  this  cause  for  rejoicing,  and  deserve  special  honor.  I  have  been  to  the  front  of  the 
army,  and  have  myself  had  the  pleasure  of  seuding  to  you  a  good  share  of  good  news,  but 
neither  the  plan,  its  execution,  nor  its  honors  belong  to  me.  The  whole  belong  to  General 
Grant,  to  the  skill  of  his  officers,  and  the  valor  of  his  soldiers." 

You  there  see — and  it  is  always  so  about  this  great,  honest  man — the  same  humility,  the  same 
simplicity,  the  same  charity.  I  do  not  believe  that  since  Saint  Louis  any  among  the  princes 
and  the  great  of  the  earth  have  uttered  better  words.  Listen  now  to  Mr.  Stanton,  Secretary 
of  War,  announcing  to  the  people  the  news  of  the  victory : 

** Friends  and  fellow-citizens:  In  this  great  triumph  my  heart  and  yours  are  pene- 
trated with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  deliverance  of  this  nation.  Our  gratitude  is 
due  to  the  President,  to  the  army  ^nd  to  the  navy,  to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  exposed  their  lives  on  the  battle-field,  and  drenched  the  ground  with  their  blood ;  our 
pity  and  our  aid  are  due  to  the  wounded  and  suffering.    Let  us  offer  our  humble  thanksgiv- 
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iogs  to  DiviDe  Providence  for  its  care  for  us ;  let  ns  supplicate  it  to  continue  to  direct  ns  in 
our  duties,  as  it  has  led  us  to  victory,  and  to  help  us  to  consolidate  the  foundations  of  the 
republic,  cemented  as  they  are  with  blood,  that  the  republic  may  endure  forever.  Nor  let  us 
forget  the  millions  of  toiling  men  of  forei^  countries  who,  through  this  trial,  have  given 
us  their  sympathies,  their  support,  and  their  prayers,  and  let  us  invite  them  to  share  with  as 
in  our  triumph.  That  done,  let  us  trust  ourselves  through  the  future  to  that  great  Qod  who 
will  guide  us  in  the  future  as  he  has  guided  us  to  this  time  in  his  infinite  goodness.** 

Listen  to  his  improvised  successor  in  his  inaugural  address: 

**  The  working  and  the  honest  support  of  the  great  principles  of  free  goYemment  have  been 
the  objects  of  my  whole  life.  The  duties  of  head  of  tne  state  devolve  on  me ;  I  will  discharge 
them  as  I  best  may ;  Grod  alone  controls  the  result." 

Listen,  on  the  other  hand,  to  his  rival,  Jefferson  Davis,  president  of  the  rebel  confederacy,  in 
his  late  message  of  March  13,  1865 : 

*'  Let  us  learn  to  rise  above  every  egotistic  consideration ;  let  us  learu  how  to  make  for  the 
countiy  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  belongs  (o  us  ;  let  us  learn  to  bow  humbly  to  the  will  of  God, 
and  invoke  with  reverence  the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  to  the  end  that,  as  he  pro- 
tected our  fathers  in  a  contest  similar  to  our  own.  He  may  deign  to  permit  us  to  defend  oar 
homes  and  our  altars,  and  to  maintain  inviolate  the  political  rights  of  which  we  are  the  in- 
heritors." 

Listen,  again,  to  the  gallant  Lee,  general-in-chief  of  the  insurgent  army,  in  his  farewell 
proclamation,  after  the  capitulation  of  the  10th  of  April : 

"Soldiers,  you  will  carry  with  you  the  satisfaction  of  duty  faithfull  v  performed;  and  I  sin- 
cerely pray  that  a  merciful  God  may  grant  you  his  blessing,  and  extend  his  protection  over  yon. 
With  an  admiration  without  bounds  of  your  devotion  to  your  country,  and  with  gpreat  remem- 
brance of  your  kind  and  generous  consideration  toward  me,  I  make  you  my  affectionate 
farewell. 

"R.  E.  LEE,  Generar' 

Listen,  in  fine,  to  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in  France,  Mr.  Bigelow,  respond- 
ing to  an  address  of  his  countrymen  at  Paris  on  the  11  th  of  May : 

**Tbi8  blow  has  fallen  with  peculiar  severity,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  faithful  eloquence 
with  which  you  have  interpreted  our  common  Bonx)w. 

**  But  no  crime  was  ever  committed  that  was  not  an  involuntary  homage  to  virtue.  The 
war  between  the  principles  of  good  and  evil  is  always  waging ;  and  if  the  Lamb  that  took 
away  the  sins  of  the  world  had  to  bear  his  testimony  upon  the  cross,  why  should  he  who  pro- 
claimed deliverance  to  a  race  of  bondmen  be  safe  from  the  treacherous  hand  of  the  assassin? 
How  more  appropriately  could  our  great  national  reproach  ultimate  itself  7  Was  it  more  than 
historic  justice  to  mark  the  grave  of  chattel  slavery  in  the  United  Stated  by  a  crime  that  was 
never  perpetrated,  whatever  the  pretence,  except  in  the  interest  of  slavery  t 

'*  Those  who,  like  myself,  are  accustomed  to  search  for  the  hand  of  Grod  in  all  the  phenom- 
ena of  human  life,  cannot  but  feel  as,  after  much  reflection,  I  am  led  to  feel,  that  our  people 
were  never  nearer  to  Him  than  at  the  dreadful  moment  when  we  seemed,  humanly  speaking, 
most  deserted.    What  revelations  that  crime  has  made." 

The  nation  whose  representatives  and  civil  and  military  chiefs  speak  such  language  in 
such  a  crisis  is  a  great  nation^  and,  I  add,  a  great  Christian  nation.  I  know  not  whether 
the  eye  of  God,  casting  a  regard  down  to  earth,  would  find  there,  in  the  times  in  which  we 
live,  a  sight  more  worthy  of  him. 

All  that,  some  will  say,  does  not  pass  beyond  a  vague  and  imperfect  Christianism — a 
Christianism  too  close  upon  Deism,  like  that  of  Washington.  That  may  be  true,  but,  as  the 
Bishop  of  Orleans  says,  we  are  still  far  from  this  in  Europe.  Vague  and  imperfect  as  it  maj 
be,  it  appears  that  the  most  scrupulous  and  exacting  of  Catholics  can  nevertheless  admire  and 
respect  it,  for  Pope  Pius  9th  has  not  disdained  to  contribute  to  the  monument  of  Washington. 

If  it  be  just  to  apply  in  politics  the  rule  laid  down  by  our  Lord  for  a  spiritual  lile,  *'  By 
their  fruits  ye  may  know  them,"  I  think  we  may  look  without  much  inquietude  to  the  future 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  nations  which,  placed  under  the  same  conditions,  shall  know 
how  to  march  in  the  same  path.  The  social  constitution  which  produces  a  Lincoln,  and 
others  like  him,  is  a  good  tree,  an  excellent  tree,  whose  sure  fruits  leave  nothing  to  envy  in 
the  products  of  any  monarchy  or  of  any  aristocracy.  I  know  very  well  there  are  other  fruits 
more  pungent  and  less  savory ;  but  those  mentioned  suffice  to  justify  the  trust  and  hopie 
which  I  feel,  and  which  I  would  inspire  in  all  who  wish  to  leave,  not  merely  their  bones,  as 
Lacordaire  said,  but  their  heart  and  their  recollections  on  the  pleasant  side  of  things. 

Let  us,  then,  turn  away  our  vision  from  all  that  in  the  Old  World  draws  us  by  a  too  natural 
descent  towards  discouragement,  depression  and  apathy,  and  let  us  seek  beyond  the  Atlantic 
to  breathe  the  inspiration  of  a  bettor  future.  Those  who,  like  me,  have  grown  gray  in  the 
faith  in  a  future  of  liberty,  and  the  necessity  of  its  aUiance  with  religion,  "must  without  cease 
recall  the  fine  language  of  Tocqueville  and  of  Madame  Swetohince :  **  The  efibrt,  outside  of 
self,  and  more  still  the  effort  within,  is  more  necessary  in  proportion  as  one  advances  in  age 
than  in  youth.  I  compare  man  in  this  world  to  a  traveller,  who  approaches  without  stopping- 
a  cold  and  colder  climate,  and  is  obliged  to  make  more  effort  the  further  he  g^oes.  The  great 
malady  of  his  soul  is  the  cold,  and  to  combat  this  redoubtable  evil  he  must  not  only  keep  the 
active  movement  of  his  spirit  on  the  alert  by  work,  but  also  by  friction  with  his  fellow  beings 
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ia  tb9  afito  of  tbe  worid.  It  is  espedally  in  bis  old  age  tliat  be  is  no  longer  permitied  to 
liTe  on  what  lie  has  already  acaoireo,  but  must  make  an  effort  to  acbieye  more ;  and  in  plaoe 
^repoMBff  on  ideas  on  which  he  would  soon  become  drowsy  and  oblivious,  must,  without 
oaasing,  place  bimadif  in  contact  and  in  contest  with  ideas  tliat  are  adopted  by  what  ia  sug- 
gested liy  the  state  of  society  and  of  opinions  at  the  period  that  has  been  reached." 

All  this  is  true,  not  only  of  old  people  but  of  old  jMurties  and  also  of  old  creeds.  Ours  is 
the  oldest  in  the  world.  It  is  its  august  privilege,  it  is  also  its  glory  and  its  strength.  But 
that  this  strength  in  its  a|^lieation  to  public  and  private  life  may  not  fade,  may  not  waste 
itself  on  vain  chimeras,  it  must  be  unceasingly  refi^shed  in  the  living  waters  of  the  time  in 
whicb  God  has  riven  us  life,  in  the  current  of  the  emotions  of  the  legitimate  aspirations  of 
those  whom  God  has  given  us  for  brethren.  Let#s,  then,  make  advantage  of  the  ract  that  the  ' 
Almighty  has  vouchsafed  to  us  to  witness  this  great  triumph  of  liberty,  of  justice,  and  of  the 
Qogpel ;  of  this  oreat  defeat  of  wickedness,  or  egoism,  of  tyranny.  Let  us  thank  him  fnr 
having  g^ven  to  Christian  Amerioa  vigor  enough  and  virtue  enough  to  maintain  so  gloriously 
the  promises  of  her  youth.  Let  us  adore  his  g^oodness,  who  has  spared  us  the  shame  (uoa 
80in>w  of  witnessing  the  miserable  miscaniage  of  the  great  hope  of  modem  humanity. 

CH.  BE  MQNTAL£MB£BT. 


Mr,  Bigdoto  to  Mr,  Seward, 
(.with  three  enclosures.] 

Ko.  111.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Parut  June  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  bonor  to  traDsmit  herewith  a  note  which  I  handed  to  his 
ezcellencj  Monsiear  Dronyn  de  Lhnjs  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and  a  copy*  with 
translation,  of  a  reply  to  it,  which  he  handed  to  me  yesterday.  They  are 
severally  numbered  endostires  1,  2,  and  3, 

In  his  note  of  yesterday  you  will  find  an  avowal  of  his  readiness  to  withdraw 
from  the  confederates  the  qualitv  of  belligerent.  This,  I  presume,  is  intended 
to  be  regarded  as  a  practical  withdrawal  of  the  declaration  of  neutrality  of  June, 
1861. 

I  was  informed  by  Lord  Oowley,  whom  I  met  this  morning  at  the  ftmeral  of 
Marshal  Magnan,  that  his  government  would  probably  make  a  like  communica- 
tion to  our  government  to-day  or  to-morrow.  From  this  I  infer,  what  I  have 
supposed  from  the  beginning  was  the  case,  that  neither  government  takesa step 
in  shaping  its  policy  towardis  the  United  States  except  in  conjunction  with  the 
other. 

I  suppose  the  action  taken  is  sufficiently  decisive  for  all  practical  purposes, 
though  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuvs  leaves  something  to  he  desired 
in  that  respect.  At  all  events,  I  shall  leave  Uie  subject  where  it  is  until  I  hear 
from  you  after  the  receipt  of  this. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc, 


Mt.  Bigdoto  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 

[£nolosnieNo.  1.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

.      Pari*,  Jlfay  29,  1865. 

BOLi  I  bave  leceivBd  the  note  which  yonr  ezcellencj  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me 
on  the  20th  instant,  in  replj  to  mine  of  the  10th,  in  reference  to  the  imperial  declaration  of 
neatrality  of  the  10th  of  June,  1861. 

After  reaffirming  your  confidence  in  the  justice  and  propriety  of  that  declaration,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  had  its  origin,  your  excellency  proceeds  to  say  that,  in  your  opinion, 
measures  taken  in  consequence  of  a  state  of  manifest  ana  declared  war  ought  not  to  be  per 
fisted  in  when  the  situation  which  rendered  them  necessary  has  ceased  to  exist;  that  every 
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thing  indicated  that  the  time  was  at  hand  when  the  federal  goTemment  conid  relinqaish  tba 
attitude  which  the  necessities  of  war  imposed  npon  it,  and  that  as  soon  as  yon  were  informed 
that  the  federal  goTemment  renounced  the  exercise  of  the  rieht  of  visit  and  capture,  there 
would  he  no  farther  question  of  belli^renc j  with  the  United  States ;  that  you  would  th&a 
hasten  to  recognize  the  fact,  and  would  he  happy  to  suppress  without  delay  all  the  restric- 
tions which  a  state  of  war  had  imposed  upon  your  relations  with  the  United  States,  and  to 
offer  in  your  ports  the  most  complete  hospitality  to  our  ships.  You  are  pleased  to  add,  thai 
in  the  actual  state  of  affairs  the  government  of  his  Majesty  no  longer  regards  as  necessary  the 
provision  which  limited  the  stay  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United  Seates  in  the 
ports  of  France  to  24  houi^  and  that  orders  to  that  effect  had  already  been  issued  by  the  min- 
ister of  marine.  ^ 

In  regard  to  so  much  of  your  excellencv's  note  as  relates  to  the  propriety  and  justice  of 
the  imperial  declaration  of  neutralitv  of  the  10th  of  June,  1861,  I  may  now  repeat,  what  I 
had  the  honor  to  state  in  my  note  of  the  10th  instant,  that  I  have  no  occasion  nor  intention, 
at  present,  to  make  it  the  subject  of  discussion.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  avoid  any  possible 
future  misunderstanding,  that  I  should  invite  your  attention  to  one  phrase  upon  that  to|HC  in 
your  note  of  the  20th  instant  which  is  liable  to  give  an  impression  which  the  history  of  the 
late  insurrection,  as  I  understand  it,  will  not  sustain.  Your  excellency  speaks  of  measures 
taken  by  his  Majesty's  government  •*  in  consequenceof  a  statt)  of  war,  manifest  and  declared." 
"Without  presuming  to  know  precisely  what  meaning  you  attach  to  the  word  "declared,"  in 
that  relation,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say,  that  this  word  has  a  technical  signification  in  mili- 
tary and  political  science,  to  which  it  would  not  be  historically  entitled  in  the  sentence  I  have 
^  quoted.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  issued  any  declaration 
'  of  war  to  which  your  excellency's  remark  could  be  properly  applicable. 

I  regret  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  declaration  of  neutrality  of  the  10th  of  June,  1861 ,  should 
have  been  offered  only  upon  conditions  of  which  I  am  unable  to  see  the  propriety.  Your  ex- 
cellency practically  admits  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  militarv  condition  of  the  Unitrd  States 
which  requires  the  further  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents,  for  you  e  ready 
to  withdraw  that  concession  the  moment  we  renounce  our  pretensions  to  visit  and  search  neu- 
tral ships.  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  our  pretensions  to  visit 
neutral  ships  is  a  question  between  us  and  any  neutral  power  that  we  may  aggrieve,  and  the 
decision,  whatever  it  might  be,  would  in  no  respect  affect  the  question  of  belligerency  in  the 
United  States.  The  visiting  of  a  neutral  ship  by  a  United  States  cruiser  would  not,  of  itself, 
and  in  the  absence  of  other  military  demonstrations,  constitute  evidence  of  a  st^te  of  war 
between  the  different  States  of  the  American  Union.  The  neglect  to  formally  renonuce  such 
pretensions,  therefore,  cannot  justify  a  continued  recognition  of  a  state  of  belligej.ency,  for 
which  no  other  pretext  can  be  assigned.  To  concede  that  the  visiting  of  a  neutra  i  ship  es- 
tablished the  belligerent  right  of  the  visitor,  would  deprive  neutral  powers  of  their  1  egitimate 
remedies  against  an  abuse  of  the  right  of  visit. 

Besides,  the  United  States  p^vemment,  in  applying  for  a  repeal  of  the  declaration  of  June, 
1861,  abandoned  any  of  the  rights  of  a  belligerent  which  it  is  presumed  to  have  claimed,  and 
became  directly  responsible  for  anything  it  might  do  in  the  character  of  a  belligerent. 

If,  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  imperial  declaration,  it  were  to  visit  and  search  a  neutral 
vessel,  it  would  at  once  expose  itself  to  reprisals,  the  same  as  for  any  other  violation  of  inter- 
national comity.  To  require  of  a  non-belligerent  a  renunciation  of  the  right  to  visit  a  neutral 
vessel  is,  therefore,  equivalent  to  requiring  a  renunciation  of  the  right  to  make  war  upon  a 
neutral  power— a  contradiction  in  terms.  Every  visitation  of  a  neutral  vessel  is  a  distinct  ~ 
and  substantive  act,  deriving  no  justification  from  any  previous  visitation,  or  from  any  pre- 
vious necessity,  and  which  nothing  but  a  grave  public  danger  can  excuse.  The  daugor 
ceasing,  the  right  ceases  with  it,  whether  the  privileges  incident  to  a  pre-existing  state  of 
belligerency  had  been  renounced  or  not. 

Were  this  otherwise,  and  were  the  principles  upon  which  your  excellency  proposes  to  act 
accepted,  the  United  States  may  continue  to  visit  neutral  ships,  and  avail  herself  of  all  the 
other  privileges  of  a  belligerent  with  impunity,  so  long  as  she  omits  formally  to  renounce  tliem  ; 
a  proposition,  to  state  which  is  to  expose  its  inadmissibility.  No  n^tral  power  can  afford 
to  relinouish  the  right  of  determining  for  itself  whether  another  nation  claiming  them  is  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  a  belligerent.  Nor  can  I  remember  an  instance  of  any  nation  ever 
making  such  a  renunciation.  Persuaded  as  I  am  of  the  correctness  of  these  views,  I  will  not 
^attempt  to  disguise  the  disappointment  I  felt  on  perusing  your  excellency's  reply  to  my  com- 
munication of  the  10th,  nor  am  I  yet  prepared  to  abandon  the  hope  that,  in  view  of  recent 
intelligence  from  America,  announcing  the  capture  of  the  chief  fomenter  and  official  head  of 
the  late  insurrection,  with  his  fugitive  companions,  and  their  delivery  to  the  hands  of  justice, 
your  excellency  will  see  an  additional  motive  for  withdrawing  a  declaration  which  can 
Hserve  no  purpose  now  but  to  chill  the  relations  of  two  nations  whose  interests  and  traditions 
are  constantly  inviting  them  to  the  cultivation  of  the  most  cordial  friendship. 

I  beg  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurancm  of  the 
verv  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  very  obedient 
.and  very  humble  servant, 

„.  ■         „  JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  DouYN  Db  Lhuts,  ^-^ 

Minuter  of  Foreign  Affair$.      Digitized  by  GoOglC 
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[EndoBue  No.  3.— Translation  of  No.  2.  ] 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Bigeloto, 

Paris,  May  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  joa  addressed  to  me 
the  day  before  yesterday,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  20th  instant. 

The  observations  which  my  last  note  suggested  to  you,  turn,  for  the  most  part,  on  certain 
theoretical  matters,  the  discussion  of  whicn  between  us  does  not  appear  to  me  either  oppor- 
time  or  serviceable  to  the  end  which  both  of  us  have  in  view.  I  thmk  that  without  entering 
into  these  considerations  it  is  proper,  in  dealing  with  the  question  before  us,  to  adhere  to  t& 
reality  of  facts. 

We  proclaimed  our  neutrality  four  years  ago,  because  we  were  in  presence  of  manifest 
hostilities ;  besides,  the  federal  government  exercised  towards  neutrals  the  rights  of  war,  and 
impliedly  recognized  the  belligerent  character  of  the  confederates. 

in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  May  I  acknowledged  the  great  and  decisive  change  which  had 
been  brought  about  in  the  situation  of  the  two  parties  respectively,  by  the  military  opera- 
tions of  the  last  two  months.  We  have  already  been  able,  in  consequence  of  that  change, 
to  give  an  assurance  of  onf  good  will  towards  the  United  States,  by  immediately  withdraw- 
ing the  regulations  which  limited  the  stay  of  federal  ships-of-war  in  the  ports  of  the  empire. 
On  acquamting  you  with  that  resolution,  I  informed  you  of  our  intention  to  revoke,  without 
delay,  all  the  other  restrictions  required  by  our  declaration  of  neutrality,  so  soon  as  we  knew 
that  the  government  of  the  Union,  ceasing  to  regard  itself  as  belligerent,  no  longer  exercised* 
the  rieht  of  search  and  capture  with  respect  to  neutral  ships ;  for  it  would  be  inconsistent 
to  retain  the  rights  of  war,  while  claiming  from  us  the  abandonment  of  our  neutrality. 

Therefore,  sir,  I  have  read  with  much  satisfaction  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  May,  from 
which  I  may  infer,  that  the  impressions  of  the  federal  government  are  such  as  we  should 
desire  to  see  them  from  a  practical  point  in  view.  You  tell  me,  in  substance,  **  that  the  United 
States  government,  in  applying  for  a  repeal  of  the  declaration  of  June,  1861,  abandoned  aU 
of  the  nghts  of  a  belligerent  which  it  is  presumed  to  have  claimed,  and  became  directly  re- 
sponsible for  anything  it  might  do  in  the  character  of  a  belligerent."  You  then  add — "  If 
after  the  withdrawal  of  the  imperial  declaration  it  were  to  visit  and  search  a  neutral  vessel, 
it  would  at  once  expose  itself  to  reprisals,  the  same  as  for  any  other  violation  of  internation- 
id  comity." 

These  declarations,  sir,  respond  exactly  to  what  I  have  had  the  honor  of  requiring  of  you, 
and  bring  us  to  agree  upon  the  object  we  have  in  view.  We  have,  therefore,  no  longer  any 
objection  to  withdraw  from  the  confederates  the  quality  of  belligerents ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  opportunity  which  presents  itself  to  revive  the  old  sympathies  of 
the  two  peoples  whose  interests  and  traditions  constantly  invite  them  to  cultivate  the  most 
cordial  friendship. 

Receive,  sir,  tbe  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
jour  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Monsieur  Bigelow, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  161.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  19th  ultimo,  No.  96,  written  from 
Liverpool,  euclosing  a  translation  of  Mr.  Cochin's  letter  to  yourself  transmitting 
an  address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  emanating  from  a  number  of 
gentlemen  in  France  who  have  organized  themselves  under  the  title  of  the 
French  Committee  of  Emancipation.  Yonr  proposed  acknowledgment  thereof 
is  approved,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  them  an  expression  of  the 
gratification  with  which  the  President  received  this  evidence  of  the  earnest 
desire  of  so  respectable  a  body  of  French  citizens  to  aid  the  people  of  tbe  United 
States  in  their  work  of  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  that  race  who  have  suf- 
fered so  long  all  of  the  evils  of  slavery. 

With  reference  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Cochin  to  be  supplied  with  such  docu- 
ments as  are  of  a  nature  to  render  their  good  wishes  available,  I  enclose  a 

uigiLizeu^y  x^j  v^v-zpt  i\^ 
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printed  copy  of  the  third  annual  report  of  the  National  Freedmen's  Relief  Asso- 
ciation of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  you  may  transmity  if  you  think  proper, 
to  Mr.  Cochin, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Big  blow,  Esq.,  4iv.,  i^Ct  9fc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  162.]  Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

WcuhingUm,  June  5,  1865, 

SiE:  Tour  despatch  No.  91,  of  the  11th  ultimo,  with  its  accompanying  copy 
of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Droujru  de  Lhuys,  relative  to  the  policy 
of  France  in  according  to  the  insurgents  belligerent  rights,  has  been  received, 
and,  in  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  manner  in  which  you  treated  the 
subject  in  your  communication  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  AcHng  Secretary. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  4^.,  4iv.,  !^e. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[With  ^Y%  endoBores.] 

No.  116.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  9,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs,  of  which  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy  and  enclosure  No.  2  a 
translation,  announcing  the  measures  taken  by  this  government  in  execution  of 
its  intention  to  withdraw  from  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America  the 
quality  of  belligerents  accorded  to  them  by  the  declaration  of  June,  1861. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  paragraph  from 
the  bulletin  of  the  Moniteur  of  the  8th  instant,  of  which  enclosure  No.  3  is  a  copy. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  S^,,  Sfc,  Sfc. 

P.  S.    2  p.  m. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  a  note  from  his 
excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

[Translation.] 

"  I  send  you  annexed  a  copy  of  instroctions  firom  the  minister  of  marine,  which  you  maj 
iend  to  YOur  fifoyemment. 

"Wholly yours,  DBOUTN  DE  LHXJY8." 

The  annex0d  enclosure  No.  4  is  a  copy  of  these  instructions,  and  No.  5  is  a 
^mnslation. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 
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[Encloftnre  N6.  2.— Translfttion  of  No.  1.  ] 
Mr.  Drouffn  d*  Lhtufs  to  Mr*  Bigdote» 

Paris,  June  8,  1865. 

8iR :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  iDfonn  you,  under  date  of  May  31,  that  after  the  commnniea- 
tlon  which  70a  had  the  kindness  to  address  to  me  on  the  29th,  we  had  no  longer  any  objec- 
tion to  withdrawing  the  quality  of  belligerents  from  the  confederates.  We  have  had  to  con- 
sider since  then  the  bearing  of  this  resolution  with  regard  to  their  war-ships.  I  deem  it  my 
duty  now  to  inform  you  of  the  measures  taken  by  us  to  insure  the  efficient  and  equitable 
earmng  out  of  that  resolution. 

M.  the  minister  of  marine,  under  date  of  the  5th  instant,  announced  to  the  competent  au- 
thorities in  the  ports  of  the  empire  and  of  its  colonies  that  the  southern  States  no  lon^r 
presenting,  in  our  opinion,  the  character  of  belligerents,  their  flag  could  no  more  be  unfurled 
nr  recognized  in  French  waters.  Consequently,  no  vessel  bearing  that  flag  can  henceforth 
be  permitted  to  enter  them,  and  it  will  be  necessarv  to  demand  the  immediate  departure  of 
all  confederate  war- vessels  which  may  yet  be  staying  in  our  ports  in  consequence  of  our  de- 
claration of  neutraHtv,  as  soon  as  the  instructions  of  M.  the  minister  of  marine  reach  there. 
It  is  just,  however,  that  these  vessels  should  not  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  reg^uladon 
in  force  at  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  case  a  United  States  ship  had  been  simnltaneously 
admitted  into  port.  Hence,  for  the  last  time,  an  interval  of  twenty-four  hours  should  elapse 
between  the  departure  of  the  confederate  and  that  of  the  United  States  ship  which  should 
chance  be  together  in  the  same  French  port. 

Acc^t  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which!  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
Teiy  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUra  DE  LHUTS. 

Mr.  BioELOW, 
MinisUr  of  the  Untied  SttUes  at  Paris. 


[Enclosure  Ko.  3. — ^Translation.] 
[From  the  Moniteur  of  June  8)  1865.] 

The  Evening  Moniteur,  in  its  weekly  summary  of  foreign  policy,  announces  that  the  reso- 
lution by  which  the  Oench  government  revoked  the  order  in  virtue  whereof  the  stay  of 
federal  vessels-of-war  was  limited  to  twenty-four  hours^  skve  in  case  of  stress,  has  been  made 
effective  by  the  definitive  withdrawal  of  the  declaration  of  neutralitv  of  June,  1861.  The 
imperial  government,  as  soon  as  it  had  learned  the  capitulation  of  tne  principal  southern 
armies,  had  manifested  its  intention  to  withdraw  that  declaration ;  but,  before  gelding  to  its 
indination,  it  had  to  assure  itself  that  neutral  vessels  would  cease  to  be  visited  by  the  United 
States  navy.  In  fact,  neutrality  could  not  be  renounced  if  the  usage  of  the  laws  of  war 
against  foreign  commerce  was  continued. 

On  its  side,  the  London  Qazette  has  published  a  letter,  addressed  by  Earl  Russell  to  the 
lord»  of  the  admiralty,  to  announce  to  tnem  that  the  English  government,  in  consequence  ol 
the  re-establishment  of  peace  throughout  the  territory  in  possession  of  North  America  be^re 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  no  longer  recognizes  the  character  of  beUigerents  in  the  con- 
federates. The  various  authorities  of  her  Majesty  in  all  the  ports,  roadsteads  and  waters  be- 
long^ing  to  her,  either  within  the  United  Kingdom  or  beyond  sea,  are  instructed  to  refuse 
entry  into  port  to  any  vessel-of-war  under  the  confederate  flag,  and  not  any  longer  to  suffer 
the  presence  of  those  which  should  happen  to  be  there  at  the  time  of  this  declaration. 


[Enclosure  No.  6. — ^Translation  of  No.  4.] 
Instructions  from  the  Minister  of  Marine,  , 

PaKIS,  June  5,  1865. 

Sir:  In  proclaiming  by  its  declaration  of  June  10,  1861,  the  rules  of  neutrality  which  it 
meant  to  observe  between  the  belligerents  of  the  divers  States  of  North  America,  toe  govern- 
ment of  the  Emperor  recognized  a  pre-existing  fact,  namely,  that  of  a  struggle  going  on  be- 
tween two  portions  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States ;  a  struggle  in  whicn  both  sides  ob- 
served the  rules  of  war,  as  well  in  their  treatment  and  exchange  of  prisoners  as  in  the  rights 
exercised  towards  neutral  vessels. 

Now«  after  the  events  which  have  occurred,  the  position  is  entirely  changed.    The  minis 
ter  of  the  United  States  near  the  government  of  the  Emperor  has  stated  that  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  consider  the  war  enaed,  and  abandon  all  pretension  to^ti^j^gh^^^tj^ohj^ig 
neutral  vessels  as  practiced  during  war.  o 
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Under  these  circnmstances  the  goyernment  of  the  Emperor  does  not  eonsider  it  its  dntj 
any  longer  to  recognize  belligerents  in  the  States  of  North  America.  In  consequence,  ships 
presenting  themsenres  as  comederate  vessels  can  no  lon^  be  received  in  the  continental  or 
colonial  ports,  nor  in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  empire ;  and  the  confederate  flag  can  no 
loneer  be  nnforled  in  onr  ports. 

Sach  of  these  vessels  as  may  happen  to  be  in  our  ports  when  the  present  despatch  reaches 
yon,  shall  have  to  leave ;  but  with  regard  to  them,  you*  will,  for  tne  last  time,  observe  the 
rule  repeated  in  my  circular  of  February  5,  1864,  according  to  which  an  interval  of  twenty- 
four  hoiirs  at  least  shall  elapse  between  the  departure  of  any  vessel-of-war  of  one  belligerent 
and  the  departure  of  any  vessel-of-war  of  the  other. 
Accept,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  118. J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paru,  June  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  I  availed  myself  of  an  opportunity 
to  speak  with  the  minister  of  fbreign  affairs  in  reference  to  the  rejection,  by 
the  minister  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  public  works,  of  the  application 
made  by  Mr.  Zumpstein,  on  .behalf  of  the  Anrorican  Emigration  Company,  for 
leave  to  enter  into .  certain  engagements  with  emigrants  for  their  transport  from 
Havre  to  the  United  States.  His  excellency  expressed  some  surprise  that 
such  an  application  had  been  denied,  and  requested  me  to  send  him  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Zumpstein,  which  I  communicated  to  th^  minister  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  public  works,  in  March  last,  a  copy  of  which  may  be  found  in  my 
despatch  No.  60. 

1  promptly  sent  to  the  foreign  office  a  copy  of  Mr.  Zumpstein's  communication, 
with  a  note,  of  which  Enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy. 

On  the  14th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  of  which 
enclosure  No.  2  is  a  copy,  removing  all  obstacles  to  the  operations  of  the 
American  Emigration  Company  of  a  serious  character. 

I  propose  to  communicate  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  Monsieur  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
to  Mr.  Zumpstein  without  delay. 

If  Mr.  Zumpstein  were  instructed  to  keep  me  advised  of  what  he  is  doing, 
from  time  to  time,  I  think  it  would  be  advantageous  both  to  the  company  and 
to  the  government. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Qtate,  Sfc,t  ^.  ffc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Drowyn  de  Lhuys, 

Legation  op  the  Untfed  States, 

Paris,  May  12,  1865. 

(3m :  In  compliance  with  your  excellency's  request,  I  hasten  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  Zumpstein,  agent  for  France  of  the  American  Emigrant  Company,  to  ms  excel- 
lency the  minister  of  a^cultnre,  commerce  and  pablic  wor£,  which  formed  one  of  the 
subjects  of  our  conversation  yesterday. 

If  the  motives  for  refiisinff  Mr.  Zumpstein's  application  were  of  a  nature  to  be  modified  by 
any  explanation  as  to  the  character  and  objects  of  the  company  which  I  might  be  able  to 
make,  I  should  be  happy  to  wait  upon  your  excellency  for  that  purpose,  at  your  excellency's 
convenience. 

^  I  profit  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  the  very  high  considera- 
tion with  wnich  I  am  your  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  Drouth  de  Lhuts. 

Digitized  by  ^^jvyv^'pc  i^ 
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[EndoBore  No.  2.— Translation.] 
Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

Paris,  June  14,  1865. 

Sir:  AAer  the  interview  at  which  jon  had  expressed  to  me  the  wish  that  the  American 
company  called  the  American  Emigrant  Company  should  be  authorized  to  undertake,  in 
France,  operations  for  the  engafrement  and  transportation  of  emigrants,  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  me  on  the  14th  of  last  month  a  letter  from  Mr.  Znmpstein,  the  agent 
of  that  company  in  HaTie,  requesting  you  to  inform  the  French  goyemment,  if  necessary, 
upon  the  nature  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  guarantees  which  it  presents. 

The  minister  of  commerce  and  of  the  interior,  to  whom  I  hastened  to  transmit  the  request 
of  the  American  Emigrant  -Company,  recommending  it  to  their  particular  consideration, 
and  pointing  out  to  them  the'support  which  you  would  give  to  it,  have  deemed  it  susceptible 
of  being  favorably  received,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  me  to  be  enabled  to  announce  to  you,  sir, 
that  the  minister  of  a^culture,  commerce,  and  public  works  has,  on  the  eighth  of  this  month, 
in  concert  with  the  minister  of  the  interior,  issued  an  order  which  authorizes  Mr.  Zumpstein 
to  undertake  in  Havre  operations  for  the  engagement  and  transportation  of  emigrants.  The 
amount  of  the  security  to  be  given,  agreeaoly  to  the  decree  of  March  7,  ]86i,  is  fixed  at 
40,000  francs,  and  the  French  government  accepts  the  surety  presented  bv  Mr.  Zumpstein. 

While  charging  the  prefect  of  the  Lower  Seine  with  the  execution  of  the  order  of  the  8th 
of  June,  Mr.  Sehic  has  given  him  instructions  in  this  sense. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DEOUYN   DE   LHUYa 

Mr.  BlOELOW,  Minister  of  the  United  Statee,  Paris, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelaw, 

No.  173. 1  Department  of  State, 

WashingCon,  June  15,  1865. 

Sir:  Yonr  de^tch  of  the  3l8t  ultimo,  No.  109»  with  its  accompanying 
testimonials  of  sympathy  inspired  by  the  death  of  the  late  President  Abriuiam 
Lincoln,  has  been  received^ 

In  compliance  with  your  request  these  communications  will  be  forwarded  to 
their  proper  destinations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWABD. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfv, 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  176.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  17, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  before  me  your  despatch  of  May  23,  No.  98,  and  also  your 
despatch  of  June  1,  No.  111. 

Each  of  these  communications  is  accompanied  by  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  upon  the  subject  of 
the  denial  by  the  French  government  of  customary  naval  courtesies  to  the 
United  States,  and  upon  the  claim  which  was  insisted  upon  by  the  United 
States,  that  the  belligerent  privileges  heretofore  accorded  by  France  to  the 
insurgents  of  this  country  should  be  withdrawn.  In  effect,  the  first  of  your 
communications  announces  that  the  imperial  government  has  revoked  its  in- 
structions in  regard  to  the  courtesies  due  to  the  fleet  of  the  United  States 
which  were  complained  of.  The  second  of  your  despatches  brings  the  in- 
formation that  the  French  government  has  responded  to  our  representations 

uigiLizeu  uy  "v.jv_/v-/pc  1%^ 
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concerning  tbe  late  belligerent  privileges  to  the  insurgents  hj  withdrawing 
from  them  the  belligerent  character, 

I  have  carefully  considered  the  arguments  employed  in  the  correspondence 
between  yourself  and  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys,  wnicn  has  happily  resulted  in 
these  important  and  gratifying  declarations  of  the  French  government.  While 
I  do  not  concur  in  the  positions  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  assumed  in 
his  part  of  the  correspondence,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  reopen  the  past 
discussion.  Happily,  the  frank  and  explicit  manner  in  which  the  cor- 
reepondenoe  between  the  two  governments  has  beea  conducted  during  the  four 
years  of  the  insurrection  has  left  no  necessity  for  either  party  to  restate  how 
the  position  which  it  held  during  that  eventful  peripd.  Insisting,  therefore, 
by  way  of  extreme  caution,  that  the  grounds  heretofore  assumed  by  the  United 
States  remain,  in  their  judgment,  undisturbed  by  the  arguments  which  have 
been  brought  against  them,  I  am  content  to  leave  the  questions  referred  to  to 
stand  as  they  have  been  duly  recorded,  as  questions  which,  once  practical,  have 
now  become  in  a  great  degree  historical.  1  find  no  reason  to  dissent  from  the 
opinion  which  you  have  expressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  to  the  effect  that 
the  right  of  visitation  and  search  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  would  cease 
immediately  after  a  withdrawal  of  the  imperial  declaration  by  which*  the  in- 
surgents were  recognized  as  a  belligerent. 

These  preliminaries  being  thus  disposed  of,  I  am  authorized  by  the  President 
to  accept,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  declaration  of  the  French  govern 
ment,  and  to  respond  with  sincerity  and  frankness  to  the  desire  which  the  im- 
perial government  has  so  generously  expressed,  that  the  now  restored  relations 
of  the  two  governments  may  be  wisely  improved,  so  as  to  revive  the  old  sympa- 
thies of  the  two  nations,  whose  interests  and  traditions  constantly  invite  them  to 
cultivate  the  most  cordial  friendship. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Biuelovt,  Esq.,  8fc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

No.  185.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washingion,  June  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  9th  instant. 
No.  116,  with  five  accompaniments,  in  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  conces- 
sion of  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents  by  France. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  <Jr.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  127.]  Lbgation  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

Paris,  June  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  M.  Cochin,  secretary 
of  the  French  emancipation  society,  written  in  oomplianee  with  the  instmctMHM 
contained  in  Mr.  Hunter's  despatch  No.  16  L 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^  I 

Secretary  of  SlaU,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  ifc.  Digitized  by  LjOOgle 
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Jiff.  Bighorn  to  Mr»  Cochin. 
LEacloBtite.] 

LEOAtlON  OF  THE  tTNTTED  STATES, 

Paris,  June  21,  1865« 
Dear  Sir  :  The  address  of  the  French  committee  of  emancipation  which  yon  desiired  me 
to  communicate  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  been  receiyed.  I  am  instnicted  to 
express  to  jou  the  g^tification  he  has  derived  from  the  eyidenoe  already  foruished  br  your 
organisation  of  the  earnest  desire  of  so  respectable  a  body  of  French  citizens  to  aid  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  in  their  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  that  race  which  has 
suffered  so  long  all  the  evils  of  slavery. 

In  partial  response  to  your  request  for  poblications  tending  to  promote  the  objects  of  your 
committee,  I  transmit  herewith  toe  third  annual  report  of  the  National  Freedmen's  Belief 
Association  of  the  District  of  Oolombia. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  high  oonsideration»  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Monsieor  A.  CoCHiS. 


Mr,  Bigehw  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  132.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paru,  June  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  I  transmit  to  70a  a  few  more  testimonials  of  sympathj  re- 
ceived at  this  legation  on  the  occasion  of  the  assassination  of  our  late  President. 
Thej  are  divided  into  three  categories,  similar  to  those  already  transmit- 
fed  bj  me  with  despatch  No.  109,  and  numbered  in  continuation  of  that  series. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  SewaUd, 

Secretary  t>f  State,  i^t;.,  ^.,  Sfc.  • 

[For  enlosnres  see  Appendix^  separate  yolume.] 


[EnclosBres  to  despatch  Ko.  132.] 

first  cateoort. 

Letters  addressed  to  Mrs.  Lincoln,  from— 
Ko.  12.  Freemason  lodge,  St.  Aafcuste  de  la  Bienfaisanoe,  of  Bologne  sat  Seln^ 
Ko.  13.  Emules  de  Montjon,  of  Orleans. 
Ko.  14.  Sealed  letter.  . « 

Ko.  15.  Sealed  letter. 
Ko.  16.  Sealed  letter. 

[The  ahoye  encloses  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  July  15.] 

*  * 

SECOND   CATEOORT. 

First  subdivision. 

Addresses  from  ¥Wmason  lodges  to  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris: 
Ko.  19.  La  Parfaite  Union,  of  Confolens,  Charente.    . 
Ko.  20.  Supreme  G.  C.  of  Mlsroim. 
Ko.  21.  Amis  de  la  Parfaite  Union,  of  Perpignan. 
Ko.  22.  Admirateors  de  TUniyers. 
Kb.  23.  Scotch  Lodge,  Ko.  136,  LaBnche  Bco0saiS«* 
Ko.  24.  La  Koarelle  Amitid,  of  Grasse. 

Sseond  s$Mivision, 

To  TTnited  State*  lodges— 
Ko.'9.  Amis  de  la  Parfaite  Union,  of  Piorplgnan,  with  three  enclomires. 
Ko.  10.  Bienfaitevri  Bdnnis,  of  Gentilly. 
Ko.  IL  St  Angaste  de  la  Bienfhisanoe  of  Boulogne  sar  S^ne. 
Ko.  12.  La  Konvelle  Amiti6  of  Grasse. 
Ko.  13.  L'Harmonie. 

[Those  for  Grand  Lodge,  Kew  York,  tent  to  Mr.  James  Aii8tin»  rnrnd  secretary.}]^ 
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THIRD    CATBGORT. 

MiscellaDeous  letters  and  addresses  to  the  President  and  others,  fron 
No.  29.  The  Creoles  of  Guadalupe,  (colored.) 
No.  30.  Americans  at  Nice. 
No.  31.  Democrats  of  Lyons. 
No.  32.  Paul  Thouzery. 
No.  33.  Imbert, 
No.  34.  A  sealed  letter. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Bigdow. 

No.  189.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,*  ad- 
dressed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Goldsborouffb,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  withdrawal  from  the  insurgents  of  the  character  of  belligerenta, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Navy  Department  in  view  thereof. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  190.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  5,  1865, 
Sltt  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  No.  118,  of  the  15th  ultimo,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  your  note  of  the  12th  of  May  last  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  of 
his  reply  of  the  14th  ultimo,  in  which  he  informs  you  that  the  minister  of  public 
works,  with  the  minister  of  the  interior,  has  issued  an  order  which  authorized 
Mr.  Zumpstein  to  undertake  operations  at  Havre  for  the  engagement  and  trans- 
portation of  emigrants,  without  material  restrictions.  I  will  thank  you  to  con- 
vey to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  an  expression  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  President 
with  the  course  of  the  French  government  in  the  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  *^,,  ^.,  8fc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  191.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  6,  1861^, 
Sir  :  I  have  read  with  care  the  essay  of  the  Count  de  Montalembert  upon 
the  victory  of  the  north  in  the  United  States,  transmitted  with  your  despatch  of 
the  31st  of  May,  No.  110.  While  it  is  written  with  great  candor,  it  gives  abund- 
ant evidence  of  study,  care,  and  scrupulous  accuracy  in  regard  to  facts.  At  the 
same  time  it  has  a  dignity  of  thought  and  a  largeness  of  philosophy  that  entitle 
it  to  be  classed  with  that  remarkable  work  of  de  Tocqueville  with  which  the 
whole  world  is  acquainted.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  United  States  have  found 
BO  great  and  generous  a  defender  within  the  conservative  ranks  of  France.  The 
work  must  exert  a  great  and  favorable  influence  in  Europe.    I  shalT  endeavor 

*  See  enclosure  to  inBtractions  Ko.  1473  to  Mr.  Adam«.><-^  j 
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to  haye  it  reprodneed  here»  for  it  contains  matter  verj  worthy  of  reflecdon  hj 
even  those  of  as  who  have  acted  in  the  late  political  trials  through  which  the 
conntry  has  passed.  The  venerahle  statesman's  work  has  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  President,  and  he  authorizes  me  to  signify  his  approval  of  what  I 
have  thus  written  upon  the  subject.  It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  make  these 
sentiments,  thus  approved,  known  to  the  Count 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfci 


Mr.  Bigehw  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  144.]  Lkoation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  July  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  not  fail  to  remark  that  the  European  press  has  been  much 
occupied  for  the  last  few  days  with  a  report,  put  in  circulation  by  a  London 
print,  that  a  new  movement  was  on  foot  among  the  leading  powers  to  brin^ 
about  a  European  congress.  A  few  days  since  I  casually  referred  to  this  subject 
in  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  asked  if  there  was  anything 
in  it.  He  said,  nothing  at  all — no  more  than  in  the  report  of  the  Anglo-French 
alliance  against  us.  He,  however,  went  on  to  say  that  he  advised  the  Emperor 
originally  to  propose  the  congress,  though  he  knew  it  would  then  be  rejected. 
He  thinks  it  will  one  day  be  accepted,  and  hopes  that  *day  may  come  as  speed- 
ily as  possible.  France,  however,  he  said,  has  not  renewed  and  will  not  re- 
new the  proposal,  but  will  wait  till  it  comes  from  the  other  powers. 

My  impression  is,  that  this  discussion  has  been  opened  by  parties  desirous  of 
sounding  public  opinion  again  upon  the  subject,  and  of  leading  it  to  a  congress, 
which  is  coming  to  be  re^rded  more  and  more  as  the  only  escape  for  most  of 
the  European  states  from  impending  bankruptcy  and  a  general  war,  which 
would  either  precede  or  follow  such  a  crisis. 

La  France,  which  passes  for  a  sort  of  organ  of  the  Foreign  Office  here,  con- 
tradicted the  report  of  the  London  paper,  that  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  had  been 
corresponding  again  on  the  subject  of  a  congress,  and  last  evening  it  published 
the  following  paragraph : 

•'The  International,  outbidding  the  Pall  Mall,  of  London,  the  Cologne  Ga- 
zette and  the  North  German  Gazette,  pretends  that  Earl  Russell  would  now  be 
favorable  to  a  congress,  provided  the  United  States  would  consent  to  send  a 
delegate,  and  that  the  congress  should  sit  in  London. 

'*  The  information  of  the  International  is  no  more  correct  than  that  of  the 
other  journals  above  mentioned ;  and  we  certify  anew  that  there  has  not  been 
recently  any  exchange  of  communications  between  the  great  powers  in  relation 
to  a  European  congress." 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BI6EL0W. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaeo, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  202.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  July  17,  1865. 
Sib:  Your  despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  No.  132,  and  its  twenty-three  accom- 
paniments, have  been  received,  in  connexion  with  the  similar  papers  transmitted 
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with  your  No.  109,  of  die  dlst  of  May.  These  msnifestatioiiB  of  sjmpathj  and 
eondolenoe  in  our  great  national  bereairemeq^,  and  at  the  same  time  of  congrat- 
nlation  npon  the  triumph  of  the  great  canse  with  which  the  late  President  was 
80  fully  identified,  eoming  as  thej  do  from  highij  reispectable  and  intelligent 
groups  of  the  people  of  France,  are  gratefully  accepted  in  this  covmtay,  and  are 
deserving  each  of  a  special  and  cordial  acknowledgment.  As  it  is  found,  how- 
ever, to  be  impossible  to  adopt  that  course,  it  is  proposed,  when  all  of  such  papers 
likely  to  be  aadrassed  to  this  government  or  this  department  shall  have  been 
received,  to  prepare  a  form  of  acknowledgment  which  will  answer  for  all. 

I  have  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  to  the  Masonic  lodge  those  communica- 
tions which  were  addressed,  respectively,  to  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  Sfc^  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigdatdh 

No.  204.]  Department  of  Stat^, 

Washin^n,  July  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  Beferrin^  to  my  despatch  of  the  17th  instant,  No.  202,  in  regard  to  the 
replies  to  be  made  to  the  expressions  of  condolence  and  sympathy  on  the  part 
of  associations  and  individuals  in  France  with  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States,  which  have  been  called  forth  by  the  assassination  of  our  late 
President,  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  the  proper  party,  in  each  case,  in  which 
the  communication  has  been  addressed  to  or  intended  for  the  President,  this 
government,  this  department,  or  the  people  at  large,  the  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  neighborly 
and  fraternal  spirit  thus  evinced,  m  such  terms  as  your  judgment  may  suggest. 
It  is,  however,  considered  that,  out  of  proper  deference  to  the  government  of 
France,  you  should  submit  a  copy  of  your  proposed  reply  to  the  minister  for 
foreign  ^airs,  and  obtain  his  sanction  to  the  proceeding  oefore  sending  it  out. 
i  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

jtoHN  BiGELOW,  Esq.,  8fC.f  SfC,,  SfC, 


Mr.  HunHt  to  Jiff;  Bigelotth 

No.  212.]  Dbpartment  of  State, 

Washington,,  July  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  firom  Mr.  Alexander 
Henschel,  of  New  York,  relative  to  the  duty  levied  by  the  French  government 
on  hops  exported  fix>m  American  ports,  which  he  states  is  higher  than  that  levied 
on  the  attide  wheiki  exported  from  the  ports  of  other  countries.  As  this  impost 
prevents  American  exporters  from  competing  with  those  of  other  countries,  it  * 
will  discourage  the  exportation  from  this  country  of  an  article  favorably  received 
in  the  markets  of  France ;  and  as  the  present  tax  is  not  conceived  to  be  a  ben- 
efit to  his  Majesty's  revenue,  or  to  the  dealers  in  the  commodity,  either  in  France 
or  in  the  United  States,  I  will  thank  you  to  make  such  a  representation  of  the 
matter  to  his  Majesty's  government  iwi,  in  your  opinion,  will  best  convince  it  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  modification  of  the  present  prohibitory  im- 
post 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedi^it  servant, 

■  ^  W.  fiUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  At?.,  Sec,  ice. 
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JKr«  Ba^ehel  ta  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  28  SouTB  William  Street, 

New  York,  July  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  a  recent  redaction  in  the  im- 
post dutj  on  hops  imported  into  France  from  German  portg  to  24  francs  p.  100  kilo.,  (only 
abont  two-thirds  of  the  former  rate,)  to  the  prejudice  of  American  hops,  wnich  still  continue 
to  pay,  when  imported  direct  from  here  into  French  ports,  a  duty  of  54  francs  p.  100  kilo. 

My  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  great  diwroportion  by  one  of  the  hop  houses  in 
France,  accompanied  by  the  remark  that  this  is  the  only  drawback  to  preyent*  American 
hops  from  commg  more  and  more  into  faror  in  France.  As  this  article,  which  I  have  been 
exporting  for  a  series  of  years  to  yarious  countries,  is  only  in  its  infancy,  both  as  regards  cul- 
tivation here  as  well  as  introduction  abroad,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  under  the 
notice  of  the  department. 

I  am,  flfr,  your  obedient  senrant, 

ALEX.  HENSCHEL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Seeretarjf  of  StaU,  WashimgUm,  D.  C. 

P-  S. — ^I  find,  subsequently,  that  American  hops  are  the  only  ones  of  aU  foreign  hops  im- 
ported into  France  which  pay  such  high  duty. 


Mr.  Hwter  to  Mr.  Bigelaw. 

No.  217.]  Dbpartmrnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  July  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  14th  instant,  No,  144,  relative  to  the  movement 
alleged  to  have  been  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of  convening,  a  European  congress, 
has  been  received  and  read  with  interest. 
I  am,  sir,  your*  obedient  servant, 

W.  HDNllER,  Acting  Secretary. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  15d.J  *       Lboation  op  thu  Unitbd  Statbs, 

Paris,  August  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  letters  from  the  Hon.  Oamier  Pagds,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  copies  and  translations,  explain  themselves.  Though  simply  an  individ- 
ual expression  of  opinion,  the  position  which  the  venerable  writer  has  occupied 
as  one  of  the  five  executive  officers  under  the  provisional  government  of  France 
in  1848,  and  the  position  which  he  now  occupies  as  one  of  the  liberal  members 
of  the  Obamher  of  Deputies  of  the  city  of  Paris,  not  to  speak  of  his  personal 
virtues  and  his  cordial  sympathy  for  our  country  and  government  during  its 
recent  struggles,  seem  to  justify  me  in  complying  with  his  request  to  have  his 
letter  laid  bdbre  you,  which  I  do  with  hjs  own  explanation  of  motives  addressed 
to  myself. 

I  shall  find  an  opportunity  to  explain  to  Mr.  Pagds  that  our  government  has 
not  yet  returned  to  the  elementary  condition  in  which  the  French  republic  of 
1848  found  itself  when  it  abolished  capital  punishment;  and  that  the  United 
States  has  no  more  power  to  abolish  the  death  penalty  than  he  has  to  abolish 
the  constitution.  The  fact  that  such  an  appeal  should  be  addressed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  by  a  person  so  intelligent  and  generally  well 
informed  as  Mr.  Pag^s,  shows  how  imperfectly  the  mass,  even  of  educated 
Europeans,  comprehend  what  we  have  done  and  what  we  have  not  done  daring 
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and  since  our  great  rebellion.    Tbe  liberal  press  of  Paris,  witbont  exception,  I 
believe,  sbares  Mr.  Pag^s's  wishes  and  ignorance  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Pag6»  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

[Translation.] 

Bear  Mr.  Bigelow  :  It  may  seem  indiscreet  for  any  foreigner  to  intervene  in  the  political 
acts  of  a  nation.  But  I  obey,  without  being  able  to  define  it,  a  sentiment  which  leaos  me  to 
conside*-  myself  in  some  sort  a  member  of  the  great  American  rppublic,  find  to  associate  . 
myself  with  its  destinies.  I  yield,  doubtless,  to  that  fraternal  principle  of  common  sympathy 
which  unites  all  men  and  all  peoples  who  have  the  same  ideas  and  desire  to  attain  the  same 
end.  I  do  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  submit  to  you  a  letter  dictated  by  my  ardent  desire  to 
see  the  government  of  the  United  States  succeed  in  a  difficult  position,  and  avoid  the  embar- 
rassments  of  the  legal  repression  which  frequently  transforms  criminals  into  martyrs,  and  thus 
gives  results  contrary  to  those  which  are  sought  to  be  obtained. 

If  this  letter  accords  with  the  intuitions  of  your  government,  and  you  think  its  publication 
would  be  useful,  please  have  it  presented  through  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seward  to  ^our  President. 
But  as  I  do  not  desire  in  any  manner  to  increase  the  weight  of  the  responsibility  which  now 
rests  upon  the  eminent  man  at  the  head  of  your  republic,  I  beg  that  you  will  pass  this  letter 
by  in  silence  if  it  can  only  clash  with  their  policy. 

Have  the  kindness,  in  any  case,  to  present  to  Mr.  Seward  my  most  affectionate  compliments, 
and  tell  him  how  happy  I  have  been  at  his  recovery  and  at  your  successes. 

Yours,  very  devotedly,  GARNIER  PAG^S. 


[Enclosure  No.  4. — ^Translation.] 

Mr,  Pagis  to  the  President, 

Mr.  President  :  When  the  French  people  resumed  possession  of  their  sovereignty,  the 
24th  of  February,  1848,  when  they  proclaimed  the  republic,  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
was  the  first  representative  of  a  friendly  nation  who  hastened  to  the  Hotel  de  Vilie  of  Paris  to 
convey  the  expression  of  bis  fraternal  sympathies.  The  minister,  Mr.  Rush,  and  the  vener- 
able president  of  the  provisional  eovemment,  M.  Dupont,  (de  TEure,)  in  a  holy  embrace, 
ti^tened  the  bonds  of  alliance  of  tne  two  great  republics. 

That  Very  day  the  French  people,  through  the  medium  of  their  improvised  representatives, 
proclaimed  the  abolition  of  the  death  penaltv  in  political  matters.  This  act  of  regeneration, 
which  consecrated  an  era  in  the  progress  of  humanity,  excited  universal  transports. 

From  that  solemn  day  the  woras  **  revolution  and  republic,"  effacing  the  stain  of  bloodshed, 
signified  "clemency  and  fraternity."  The  revolution  and  the  republic  had  broken  in  pieces 
the  political  scaffold. 

The  poignant  regrets  of  defeat,  the  anguish  of  a  troubled  spirit,  the  corroding  memory  of 
faults  committed,  and,  if  the  ne'cessities  of  legal  repression  require  it,  banishment  to  a  foreign 
land  and  the  sufferings  of  exile,  seemed  a  sufficient  punishment,  an  expiation  sufficiently 
severe. 

You  will,  therefore,  consider  it  as  simply  natural,  Mr.  President,  and  you  will  kindly  permit 
us  who  bear  in  our  hearts  the  great  democratic  traditions ;  who  have  never  ceased  to  offer  our 
ardent  prayers  for  the  triumph  of  the  American  Union,  and  who  have  so  admired  it  since  it 
has  proclaimed  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  who  have  felt  a  thrill  of  joy  in  learning  the  end  of 
the  civil  war,  and  of  sorrow  in  hearing  of  the  cruel  death  of  President  Lincoln,  to  come  in 
sympathy  to  tell  yon  with  what  lively  satisfaction  we  should  learn  that  the  cry  of  human 
conscience  which  issued  from  the  Hotel  de  Yille  of  Paris  in  1848  has  found  its  echo  at  the 
White  House  of  Washington  in  1865. 

Be  pleased,  Mr.  President,  to  accept,  with  the  expression  of  our  fraternal  regard  for  the 
great  American  people,  the  assurance  of  our  distinguished  regard  for  yourself. 

Yours,  devotedly,  GARNIER  PAGfiS. 

The  President  of  the  United  StaU$, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  233.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingiany  August  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  joar  despatch  of  the  5th  iostant,  No.  153.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  honorable  Gamier  Pag^s,  a  translation  of  his 
letter  which  accompanied  your  despatch  has  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
who  recognizes  Mr.  Pages'  great  political  virtues,  and  eminent  labors  in  the 
cause  of  humanity. 

Be  pleased  to  convey  to  Mr.  Pag^s  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  sentiments 
which  he  has  expressed  towards  me  personally. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sft.,  Sft. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[With  three  enclosures.] 

No.  168.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  September  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  204,  relating  to  the  replies  to  be 
made  to  the  expressions  of  condolence  and  sympathy  called  forth  in  France  by 
the  assassination  of  our  late  President.  In  pursuance  of  your  request  that  I 
would  convey  to  the  proper  party  in  each  case  in  which  the  communication  had 
been  addressed  to  or  intended  for  the  President,  our  government,  the  State  De- 
partment, or  the  people  at  large,  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  govern- 
mnnt  and  peophB  of  the  United  States  for  the  neighborly  and  fraternal  spirit,  in 
such  terms  as  my  judgment  might  suggest,  I  have  addressed  the  communication, 
of  which  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy,  and  enclosure  No.  2  a  translation,  to  the  follow- 
ing persons,  mutatis  mutandis : 

Mr.  Viennet,  of  the  French  Academy,  grand  master  of  Scotch  masonry  in 
France;  M.  Neno,  master  of  the  Lodge  La  Ligne  Droite;  M.  Perrbt,  master  of 
the  Lodge  La  Bonne  Foi;  M.  Gary,  master  of  the  Lodge  Orion  ;  Reverend 
Descombaz,  president  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  of  Lyons;  Henri  Carle, 
president  of  the  Alliance  Religieuse  Universelle;  L.  Pelatte,  vice-consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Nice,  representing  the  American  residents  at  that  city;  M. 
VioUier,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Lyons,  who  transmitted  the  address  of 
the  democrats  of  Lyons ;  M.  C.  Davisson,  United  States  consul  at  Bordeaux,  who 
transmitted  the  address  of  the  citizens  of  Pau;  M.  P.  Leconte,  delegate  of 
La  Jeunesse  Francaise. 

Of  the  whole  list  of  letters  these  were  the  only  ones  which  were  not,  as  I  sup- 
posed, sufficiently  acknowledged  by  me  immediately  upon  their  receipt.  I  did 
not  send  these  replies  to  you  when  the  letters  were  forwarded,  for  the  want  of 
force  in  my  office  at  that  time  to  prepare  them,  but  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  all  these  replies  in  the  annexed  enclosure  No.  3. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  the  addresses,  &c.,  above  referred  to,  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 
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[Encloianre  Ifo.  S^— Txaiulation  of  Ke.  1.  ] 

LEGATIOH  of  the  UlflTED  STAl^Ui, 

Fari$,  Auguit  31,  1865. 

Sm :  I  am  instnicted  bj  his  excellencj  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  touching  note  you  were  pleaaed  to  address  to  him  on  the  oeoasioB  of  our 
Iflite  national  bereavement. 

The  President  has  been  deeply  affected  by  the  fraternal  and  sympathetic  spirit  which  this 
distressing  event  has  awakened  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  He  accepts  it  as  one  of  the 
precious  results  contemplated  by  Providence  in  permitting  our  national  capital  to  become  the 
theatre  of  a  crime  in  many  respects  of  unparalleled  atrocity. 

If  the  world  needed  some  new  and  signal  illustration  of  the  folly  of  assassination  as  i^ 
political  agency,  it  would  be  difficult  to  select  an  event  from  all  history  better  calculated  for 
such  a  purpose  than  that  which  raised  President  Lincoln  to  the  dig^ty  of  a  martyr,  and  filled 
the  whole  civilized  world  with  grief  and  dismay. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

To . 


t 
[EncloBore  No.  3, 30  papen.-«Tianslation.] 

Mr,  Bigdow  to  Rev,  Mr.  Descamhau 

(3d  categoiy,  No.  3.) 

Pabis^  May  1,  1865. 
Mr.  President  :  I  have  received  vour  touching  and  sympathetic  address  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  experience  a  sad  satisfaction  m  transmitting  it  to  him.    The 
horrible  crime  which  has  called  him  to  succeed  to  the  first  martyr  in  the  list  of  our  Presidents 
will  make  him  especially  thankful  for  your  sympathies  and  your  prayers. 

The  deep  emotion  which  our  national  mourning  has  evervwh^e  excited,  and  particularly 
in  France,  proves  that  the  assassin  who  has  deprived  us  of  the  precious  counsels  of  President 
Lincoln  has  given  to  him  the  immortality  of  the  martyr,  ana  forever  placed  before  us  thia 
rare  example  of  Christian  courage  and  patriotism. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  accept  for  yourself  and  your  revereiid  coUeagoes  the  assurances  of  mjr 
deep  veneration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW, 
The  Pastor  Mr.  S.  Descohbaz, 

Pfsident  of  the  Etangelical  AUitnee  of  Lffon$. 


[Translation.] 
Jfr.  BigeUno  to  Prince  Napoleon, 

(3d  categ<»y,  No.  14.) 

Paris,  May  1, 1865. 

Monseioneur  :  I  am  sensibly  touched  by  the  expressions  of  sympathy  which  your  High- 
ness has  had  the  goodness  to  address  to  me.  If  anything  could  allay  our  great  national 
grief  it  would  certainly  be  the  abundant  proofs  which  reach  me  from  all  parts  of  Fmnce  that 
the  loss,  we  have  just  suffered  is  deplored  by  all  those  who  know  how  to  appreciate  that  which 
is  great,  which  is  noble,  which  is  pure. 

1  shall  hasten  to  transmit  this  kind  expression  of  the  sympathy  of  your  Highness  to  the 
afflicted  widow  and  other  members  of  the  family  of  our  deceased  President,  who  have  the 
first  right  to  the  consolations  which  such  a  testimonial  can  give. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  most  profound  respect,  your  &ghnees*8  most  humble  and  most 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Monseigneur  the  Prince  Napoleon. 
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[Translation.] 
Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr.  board. 

(3d  category,  No.  52.) 

Paris,  May  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  sympathy  you  have  pleased  to  show  towards  my  country 
and  its  government  on  the  occasion  or  the  calamity  which  has  just  stricken  them  so  cruelly. 
Accept,  I  pray  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  respects. 

JOHN  BIQELOW. 
Mr.  E.  IsOARD. 


[Translation.  ] 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Ddbetz. 

(3d  category,  No.  51.) 

Paris,  May  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  sensibly  affected  by  the  very  cordial  letter  which  you  have  pleased  to  address 

to  me  on  the  occasion  of  the  horrible  crime  which  has  struck  down  our  Preslaent,  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Nothing,  in  my  view  of  it,  can  more  contribute  to  strengthen  the  very  cordial  relations 

which  unite  our  two  nations  than  the  evidences  of  sympathy  emanating  from  such  men  as  you. 

Please  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  and  cormal  respect 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
M.  Delbetz. 


[Translation.  ] 

Mr.  BigelotD  to  Mr.  Marais. 

(3d  category,  No.  29.) 

Paris,  May  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  April  16,  and  to 
thank  you  for  the  sympathy  for  my  country  and  its  government,  of  which  you  are  pleased 
to  send  me  the  expression  on  the  occasion  of  the  horriole  crime  which  has  so  cruelly  wounded 
us  in  the  person  of  President  Lincoln. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  sentiments. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
To  Mr.  Marais. 

Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  Messrs.  Guggemot,  un6,  (3d  category.  No.  46 ; )  DaHbelle, 
(3d  category,  No.  12;)  Simille,  (3d  category.  No.  50;)  Dugit,  (3d  category.  No.  49;)  Rey, 
(3d  cateprirv.  Nn.  19 :  ^  DAlARtm.  (M  cAtAomrv.  Nn.  4A  :  ^  LehormiA.  (M  cateirorv.  No.  39 : )  Dr. 
Bonifas, 
No. 

category,  liu.  ou  ^ )  ^  •  Avmuu,   v»ju  i^ous^ijr,  xiu.  *v  i  /  *  •  J-«Jv>vrn«3,  ywvi  \;«»«^vij,  xiv.  »»  y  f  m.  , 

Griel,  (3d  category.  No.  60 ;)  A.  Riviere,  (3d  category,  No.  43 ;)  G.  Descottes,  (1st  catWJry, 
No.  7;)  A.  Schiegars,  (3d  category.  No.  22;)  L  B.  Thurges,  (1st  category,  No.  13;)  H. 
Carle,  (ist  category.  No.  1 ;)  Campadelli,  (Ist  category.  No.  61 ;)  Chaube,  (1st  category.  No. 
57  ;)  Cherrier,  (Ist  category,  No.  66 ;)  Banet  Rivet,  (3d  category.  No.  35 ;)  Imbert,  (3d  cat- 
egory,  No.  33 ;)  Comte  de  Douchet,  (3d  category,  No.  34.) 

[Translation.] 

JIfr.  Bigilowto  Mr,  Niquit, 

(3d  category.  No.  13.) 

Paris,  May  4,  1865. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  May  1,  second  anniver- 
sai^^  of  the  National  Union  of  Commerce  and  Industry,  of  which  you  are  president. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  very  sympathizing  resolution  of  wnich  you  send  me  the  text, 
and  will  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  to  express  to  your  colleagues  how  much  I  have  been 
touched  by  this  cordial  manifestation  of  the  sentiments  of  the  traders  of  Paris  toward  my 
country  and  its  government,  so  gprievously  tried  by  the  loss  of  President-Lincoln. 

Please  receive,  Mr.  President,  t^e  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  and  most  cordial 
sentiments. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Mr.  AULAIN  NlQUET, 

President  of  the  National  Union  of  Commerce  and  Industry. 
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[TnniriAiioii.] 
Mr,  Bigdow  to  Mr,  Cuieedo, 

(Sd  category,  No.  35.) 

Pabis,  May  6,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  dated  April  26,  and 
to  express  to  you  all  my  thanks  for  the  sympathy  of  which  you  have  sent  me  the  evidence 
on  the  occasion  of  our  great  national  mourning.  In  the  midst  of  all  these  marks  of  kind  re- 
gard which  are  given  us  at  this  moment,  we  are  particularljr  sensitive  about  those  which 
emanate  from  men  belonging,  like  you,  to  the  American  continent,  and  who  are  devoted  to 
oar  institutions. 
Please  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  regards. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
BIr.  L  M.  Torres  Cuicedo. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  Bigtlow  to  M,  </«  Filkcl 

(3d  category,  No.  81.) 

Paris,  May  6,  1665. 
Sir:  I  have  been  extremely  touched  by  the  very  sympathizing  letter  which  you  were 
pleased  to  address  me  in  your  name,  personally,  and  for  several  of  jour  friends,  members  of 
the  Protestant  church  of  France,  and  correspondents  of  the  society  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  Permit  me  to  say  to  you  that  I  attach  especial  value  to  seeing  the  efforts  of  mT 
country  and  its  government  in  the  interest  of  the  holy  cause  of  humanity  appreciated  with 
so  much  loftiness  by  men  such  as  you. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  best  thanks,  and  to  transmit  them  to  your  friends,  among  whom  I 
find  M.  M.  Courtois,  wiUi  whom  I  had  the  happiness  to  make  acquaintance  at  Tomouse. 
Please  receive  the  assurance  of  my  sentiments  of  high  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Mr.  G.  de  Felice. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  BigelotD  to  M.  de  LafaytUe. 

(3dcategory,  No.  11.) 

Paris,  May  6, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  the  midst  of  all  the  testimonials  of  sympathy  which  I  receive  on  the  occasion  of 
our  great  national  mourning,  none  could  brine  me  more  real  consdation  than  yours. 

The  name  which  you  so  worthily  bear  recalls  the  services  whidi  my  countiy  will  always 
keep  in  remembrance,  and  will  remain  united  in  the  gratitude  of  my  countrymen  with  those 
of  Washington  and  Lincoln. 
Please,  sir,  to  accept,  with  all  my  thanks,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
BIr.  Oscar  Lafayette. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  Bigdow  to  Rev,  M,  Barthe, 

f3d  category,  No.  7.) 


Paris,  May  6,  1865. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  May  2,  throng 
which  you  were  pleased  to  send  to  me  your  adhesion  to  the  well-considered  address  from 
your  colleagues,  present  at  this  time  in  Paris. 

I  thank  you  cordially  for  the  part  you  take  in  our  great  national  mourning,  for  the  sym- 
pathy with  which  you  appreciate  our  efforts  in  the  interest  of  the  sacred  cause  of  humanity, 
and  for  the  prayers  you  address  to  God  in  behalf  of  my  country. 

Please  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  sentiments  of  high  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Bev.  M.  Barthe. 
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rTranslation.] 

Mr,  Btgdow  to  General  Faubert, 

(3d  category,  No.  4.) 

Paris,  Jfay  6,  1865. 
Gekeral  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  address  which  jou  were 
pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  as  well  in  jour  own  name  as  m  that  of  yom  son,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  crime  of  which  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Seward  have  been  yictims,  and  I  beg  yon  to 
accept  all  my  thanks  for  the  sympathy  with  which  you  partake  in  our  national  mourning. 

Receiye,  sir  and  general,  the  assurance  of  my  most  aistinguished  and  most  cordial  senti- 
ments. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
General  the  Count  Faubkrt. 


[Transhition.] 

JUr.  Bigdoyi  to  Mr,  Monod, 

(3d  category,  No.  1.) 

Paris,  Ma^  6,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  thank  tou  earnestly  for  the  sympathy,  the  expression  of  which  you  were 
pleased  to  send  me  on  the  occasion  of  our  great  national  mourning,  and  for  the  delicate  atten- 
tion with  which  you  have  brought  to  my  knowledge  those  touching  words  by  which  the 
pious  pastor  William  Monod  announced  our  misfortune  to  the  Evangelical  Society. 

Mr.  Monod  had  taken  the  trouble  to  write  to  me  one  of  the  kindest  of  letters,  before  his 
departure  for  America ;  but  that  letter  only  reached  my  legation  afler  my  departure  for  Brest, 
and  when  I  got  back  to  Paris,  precipitately  recalled  by  the  terrible  news  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lincoln,  it  was  impossible  for  me,  in  the  midst  of  my  occupations  which  assailed  me,  to  send 
to  Mr.  Monod  the  mformation  he  sought  of  me.  I  will  therefore  be  greatly  oblig^  to  you 
shall  write  to  ]iim  to  make  all  excuses  for  me. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  respects. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

M.  Adolphe  Monod. 


[Translation.] 
Mr.  Bigdow  to  Messrs,  L,  8f  C.  Dide, 

(3d  category.  No.  18.) 

Paris,  May  9,  1865. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  address  you  were  pleased 
to  send  me,  as  well  in  your  own  name  as  in  that  of  the  working-men  of  your  house.  In  the- 
midst  of  the  deep  grief  which  has  fallen  on  Mrs.  Lincoln,  there  cannot  be  more  effective 
consolation  than  the  marks  of  sympathy  by  which  she  is  surrounded,  and  I  shall  make  it  my 
duty  to  send  her  your  address.  I  request  you  to  accept  yourselves,  and  cause  your  worthy, 
operativee  to  receive,  the  expression  of  my  thanks. 
Beceive,  crentlemen,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  regards. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
MM.  L.  &  C.  DiDl:. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  Bigdoto  to  Mr,  Molard, 

(2d  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  10.) 

Paris,  Jfay  10,.  ia65. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  you  have  been  pleased< 
to  address  to  me  in  the  name  of  the  ** Masonic  Lodge  of  Triumphant  Friends."  I  beg  you 
to  accept  personally  and  to  transmit  to  the  lodge  all  my  thanks  for  the  marks  of  sympathy 
which  it  has  pleased  to  give  to  my  country  and  its  government  on  the  occasion  of  our  great 
national  mourning. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  sentiments. 

JOHN  BIGELOW.  t 

Mr.  Molard.  uigmzeu  uy  '>>_jvyv-/'^lv^ 
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Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  Messrs.  Thieny,  second  category,  first  subdivision.  No. 
17;  Leon  Richer,  second  category,  finit  subdivision.  No.  8;  Perrot,  second  category,  third 
subdivision,  No.  2 ;  A.  Lacoste,  second  category,  first  subdivision,  No.  21 ;  Laverriere,  sec- 
ond category,  first  subdivision.  No.  13;  Bourgeon  fils,  second  category,  first  subdivision.  No. 
18;  BailTeux,  second  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  11 ;  Massol,  second  category,  second 
subdivision.  No.  4  ;  Audieu,  second  category,  first  subdivision,  No.  22 ;  Coutherat,  second 
category,  first  subdivision.  No.  20 ;  Lesueur,  second  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  15 ; 
TheGnier,  first  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  2 ;  La  Flize,  second  category,  first  subdivision. 
No.  19 ;  Guillet,  second  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  4 ;  Demure,  second  category,  first 
subdivision.  No.  14;  Campa^o,  second  category,  second  subdivision,  No.  10;  Dr.  G^rault, 
second  cate«>ry.  first  subdivision.  No.  20 ;  Lodges  of  Tours,  second  category,  first  subdi- 
vision, No.  16 ;  Thirifocq,  second  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  23 ;  Eliot,  second  cate- 
gory, first  subdivision.  No.  23 ;  Soubert,  second  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  24 ;  Mfullier, 
second  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  25 ;  A.  Bour^^ux,  second  category,  second  subdi- 
vision, No.  9 ;  Roux,  second  category,  second  subdivision.  No.  14 ;  Guilbert,  second  cate-* 
gory,  first  subdivision.  No.  26. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  Bigelou)  to  M,  Khan, 
(3d  category,  No.  31.) 

Paris,  Mm^  12,  1865. 
Mr.  Charg6  d'affaires:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  de- 
spatch dated  the  9th  instant. 

I  will  hasten  to  transmit  to  President  Johnson  the  very  sympathizing  communication 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  him  through  my  intervention  in  the  name  of  his 
Imperial  Maiesty  the  Shah  of  Persia. 

You  may  be  sure  that  my  country  and  its  government  will  learn  with  cordial  satisfiMition 
the  part  which  your  august  sovereign  takes  in  our  national  mourning. 
Accept,  Mr.  Charge  a*A£EEures,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
His  Excellency  Suleyman  Khan, 

Chargi  d' Affaires  of  Im  Imperial  Majesty  the  Shah  of  Persia^  at  Paris,  8fc,,  8fe, 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  PdaUe, 
(3d  category.  No.  30.) 

Paris,  May  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  10th  instant,  covering  an  address  from  the  Amer- 
icans resident  at  Nice  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  it,  agreeably  to  their  request  and  yours. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  ooedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Mr.  Lkon  Pelatte. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Charpentier, 
(2d  category,  first  subdivision.  No.  3.) 

Paris,  May  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  10th  May,  and  of  the 
enclosure  accompanying  it,  which  I  will  hasten,  m  conformity  with  your  desire,  to  forwaid 
to  the  address  you  have  Indicated  to  me. 

Nothing  can  be  more  consoling  to  my  compatriots,  in  the  midst  of  our  national  mourning, 
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than  to  learn  how  mnch  their  Borrow  is  ahared  in  Europe,  and  I  pray  you  to  become  the  orffan 
to  the  lod^  '*  The  Friendfl  of  Order**  in  Paris  of  all  mj  gratitude  tor  the  sjmpathy  which  it 
sends  Co  my  country  and  to  its  goyemment. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  yery  distiniruished  sentiments. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Mr.  Charpentier. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  Bigdow  to  Mr.  LespenU 

(3d  category,  No.  33.) 

Paris,  May  17,  1865. 
Sir:  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th,  and  of  the  bi 
ographical  notice  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Abraham  Lincoln  which  accompanied  it.     I  pray  you  to 
receiye  all  my  thanks,  and  to  belieyein  my  most  distinguished  ana  most  earnest  regard. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Mr.  LE3PERUT. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  Bigeloto  to  Mr,  Mongd  Bey* 

(3d  category,  No.  15.) 

Lroation  op  the  United  States, 

Pari$,  May  18,  1865. 
Mr.  Prekdent  :  I  hayQ  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  inters 
national  committee  for  establishing  the  American  canal  by  the  isthmus  of  Darien  oyer  which 
you  preside.  You  will  much  oblige  me  by  transmitting  to  your  colleagues  my  thanks  for 
the  sympathy  whereof  you  send  me  so  precious  tokens,  on  the  occasion  of  our  great  national 
mourning.  I  take  pleasure  in  assuring  you  of  the  interest  I  feel  in  the  success  of  enterprises 
which,  like  yours,  are  dest  ned  to  render  more  easy  the  communication  between  different 
portions  of  the  American  continent,  and  by  consequence  to  draw  more  close  the  ties  of 
amity  which  unite  their  inhabitants. 

Accept,  sir,  the  expressions  of  my  most  distinguished  sentiments. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Mr.  MoNGEL  Bey. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Cochin. 

Paris,  May  19,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  17th,  as  well 
as  of  the  address  which  you  are  pleased  to  ask  me  to  send  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  the  name  of  the  French  Committee  of  Emancipation.  In  conformity  with  your  wish 
that  document  has  already  been  transmitted  to  its  destination. 

The  President  will  receive  with  lively  satisfaction  the  testimonial  of  sympathy  of  an 
assemblage  of  men  who  figure  among  the  most  eminent  leaders  of  public  opinion  in  Europe, 
and  their  enlightened  counsels  will  certainly  be  received  with  the  deference  due  to  the  source 
from  which  they  emanate,  and  the  more  so  as  they  only  reflect  faithfully  the  policy  deliber- 
ately determined  on  and  constantly  followed  by  my  ffoyemment  from  the  beginning  of  the 
rebellion.  I  have  no  need  to  tell  you  what  price  the  President  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  attach  to  the  efforts  of  which  this  address  is  the  first  fruit,  and  which  tends  to  spread 
among  the  people  the  teachings  of  which  the  late  insurrection  in  America  has  been  so 
fruitf^  I  have  no  need,  either,  to  assure  you  of  the  cordiality  with  which  I  am  disposed  to 
join  my  co-operation  to  that  of  men  so  happily  inspired.  I  shall  be  proud  to  associate  my 
nomble  services  to  those  of  an  association  as  capable  as  tiiat  of  which  you  are  the  organ, 


uigiLizeu  uy  x^jv-/v-/ 


gle 


342  DIPLOMATIC  CORBESPONDENCfE, 

of  canryinff  out  in  good  faith  the  noble  enterprise  to  the  snocess  of  which  its  members  hare 
willed  to  oeTote  their  talent  and  their  reputation. 

Accept,  dear  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  and  most  cordial  re^rard. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Mr.  A.  Cochin. 

P.  8. 1  will  do  mjself  the  pleasure  of  sending  to  jou,  at  the  earliest,  the  names  you  hare 
done  me  the  honor  to  ask  for. 


JIfr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Davison, 
(3d  category'.  No.  2.) 

United  States  Legation, 

Parif,  May  24,  1865. 

Sm:  I  have  receiyed  the  address  of  the  citiaens  of  Paw  which,  at  the  request  of  your 
consular  agent  at  that  place,  you  were  good  enough  to  send  me.  It  will  be  placed  among  the 
archiyes  of  the  legation. 

Yours,  yery  respectfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
C.  Dayison,  Esq.,  UniUd  States  ConstU  at  Bordeaux. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  E.  de  Magma, 

(Ist  category.  No.  4.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  May  24, 1866. 
Sir:  I  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  letter  dated  20th  instant,  and 
of  the  address  of  the  Pastoral  Conference  of  the  Drome  and  the  Ardeche  to  Mrs.  Lincoln. 
Tou  may  count  upon  the  g^titude  with  which  the  Christian  spirit  of  .the  widow  of  our 
lamented  President  will  receiye  the  expressions  of  sympathy  and  the  yery  touching  consola- 
tions with  which  you  haye  been  pleased  to  charge  me  to  transmit  to  her,  and  I  pray  you  to 
accept  my  thanks,  with  the  assurance,  Mr.  Presicfent,  of  my  sentiments  of  high  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Mr.  E.  DE  Magnin. 


fTranslation.  ] 

Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Viennet. 

(2d  category,  first  subdiyision.  No.  12.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parts,  Miay  24,  IS65. 
Sir:  Will  vou  please  to  be  the  interpreter  to  the  "Lodges  of  the  Scotch  Rite,"  of  aU  the 
gratitude  with  which  I  haye  received  the  deeply  sympatmzing  testimonial  you  haye  done 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  in  their  name  on  the  occasion  of  our  great  national  mourning. 
I  shall  make  it  a  duty  to  respond  to  the  wishes  you  haye  manifested  to  me,  by  transmitting 
to  President  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  the  expression  of  sentiments  which  will  affect  them 
deeply. 

I  ayail  of  this  occasion,  sir,  to  sa;^  to  you  how  much  I  congratulate  myself  on  percelying 
niy  country  and  its  goyemmeut  so  justly  appreciated  by  men  who,  like  you,  are  at  the  h^i!a 
of  the  republic  of  letters  in  Europe,  and  whose  judgment  is  regarded  as  authority  eyery  where. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  sentiments  of  high  and  affectionate  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
M.  Viennet,  Member  of  the  French  Academy, 
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[Translatioii.] 

Mr,  Bigdow  t»  Mr.  Cmmptiddli, 

(3d  category,  No.  61.) 

Lboatioh  of  the  United  States, 

ParU,  May  26,  1865. 
Sir :  I  thank  joa  for  the  verses  joa  have  been  pleased  to  address  tome,  and  I  accept  with 
thankfulness  the  expression  of  the  sjmpathixing  sentiments  which  thej  contain  for  my  coun- 
try and  its  goyemment,  on  the  occasion  of  our  national  mooming,  ana  of  the  great  trials  wa 
have  jnst  passed  throngh. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assorance  of  my  very  distinguished  regards. 

•  JOHNBIGELOW. 

Mr.  Campadelu. 

Similar  letters  were  addressed  to— 
Messrs.  Pierre  Oreil  (3d  category,  No.  60.) 

Paul  Thouxery,  (3d  category,  No.  62.) 
Auguste  FAllour,  (3d  category.  No.  63.) 


Mr,  Bigdow  to  Mr.  ChimUr. 

(3d  category.  No.  66.) 

Legatioh  op  the  United  Static, 

ParU,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  thank  you  for  the  piece  of  yerse,  "America  and  Lincoln,*'  which  you  have  pleased 
to  address  to  me.    I  have  been  truly  touched  with  the  sympathizing  homaee  which  you  have 
rendered  with  as  much  feeling  as  delicacy  to  the  memory  of  our  regretted  President 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  respect 

JOHN  BIQELOW. 
Mr.  CHtNIER. 


[Translation.] 

Mr,  Bigelow  to  Madame  Rivet. 

(3d  category,  No.  36.) 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  6, 1865. 

Mad  ABIE :  I  hare  perused  with  the  liveliest  interest  the  touching  yerses  that  you  haye  done 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  occasion  of  the  abominable  crime  of  which  Mr.  Lincoln 
has  been  the  yictim.  I  beg  you  believe  in  all  my  flpratitude  for  so  precious  a  mark  of  sympa- 
thy as  you  have  pleased  to  give  to  my  country  and  to  its  govenmient  under  this  sad  event 

Accept  madame,  the  assurance  of  my  most  respectful  regards, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Madame  Banet  Bivet. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Lesley. 
(3d  category.  No.  31.) 

Paris,  Jams  6,  1865^ 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  address  from  the  democrats  of  Lyons  which  you  sent  me, 
and  will  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  it  to  the  President 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  inreat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
James  Lesley,  Esq.,  Consul  of  the  United  States. 
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[Translatioii.] 

Mr,  Bigeloto  to  Mr,  Bloueourt. 

(3d  category,  No.  22.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  19,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  profoondly  touched  by  the  yerj  sjmpatliizing  terms  in  which  the 
Creoles  of  Guadaloupe  have  appreciated  the  loss  which  my  country  and  goTemment  has  un- 
dergone in  the  death  of  Mr.  Lmcoln. 

He  merited  their  gratitude,  for  whilst  he  was  the  firm  stay  of  humanity,  he  seemed  to  have 
been  stirred  up  to  become  the  special  benefactor  of  the  African  race. 

Although  the  hand  of  a  dastardly  assassin  sufficed  to  reduce  to  silence  that  voice  ever  ready 
to  answer  to  the  calls  of  humanity  and  of  iustice,  it  has  not  power  enough  to  resist  the  im- 
mortal influence  of  his  example  and  of  his  august  martyrdom.  In  any  civilized  countxy 
slavery  cannot  long  survive  such  a  life  crowned  by  such  a  death. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  oe  so  obliging  as  to  transmit  to  your  compatriots  of  Guadaloupe  the  ex- 
pression of  my  grateftil  appreciation  of  their  honorable  sympathy,  and  accept  the  assurance 
of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Mr.  MELvnxE  Bloucourt. 


Mr.  BigeUno  to  Mr,  Cochin. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  21, 1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  address  of  the  French  Committee  of  Emancipation,  which  you  desired  me 
to  communicate  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  has  been  received.  I  am  instructed  to 
express  to  you  the  gratification  he  has  derived  from  the  evidence  already  furnished  by  your 
organization  of  the  earnest  desire  of  so  respectable  a  body  of  French  citizens  to  aid  the  people 
of  the  United  States  in  their  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  conditioa  of  that  race  which  has  suffered 
so  long  all  the  evils  of  slavery. 

In  response  to  your  request  for  publications  tending  to  promote  the  objects  of  your  com- 
mittee, I  transmit  herewith  the  third  annual  report  of  the  National  Freedmen's  Belief  As- 
sociation of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  Mrith  high  consideration,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Monsieur  A.  Cochin. 


[Translation.]  • 

/.  N.  Proeschel  to  the  Rev.  Messrs,  Jaulmes  and  Pulsford, 
(1st  category,  No.  18.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  July  20,  1865. 

Gentlemen  :  The  minister  of  the  United  States  has  charged  me  to  acknowledge  to  you 
the  reception  of  the  address  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  him  in  the  name  of 
the  French  Methodist  conference,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  pleasure  with  which  he  will  en- 
deavor to  cause  it  to  reach  the  widow  of  our  lamented  President. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  n)y  most  respectful  consideration. 

L  N.  PEOESCHEL,  PHvaU  Secretary. 

Messrs.  Pastors  G.  Jaulmes  and  L.  Pclsford. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 
[Extract.] 
No.  258.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  September  7,  1865. 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  *  • 

With  the  decline  of  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States  the  press,  as  well  at 
home  as  abroad,  finds  its  news  materially  abridged.  Hence  we  have  incidents,  in 
themselves  unimportant,  magnified  into  indications  of  solemn  state  purposes, 
and  loosely  drawn  and  conjectured  speculations  of  forthcoming  grave  events. 
The  affair  at  Cherbourg  belongs  to  this  class  of  subjects.  This  government 
has  taken  no  thought  of  it,  and  has  not  been  disposed  to  invest  it  with  any 
the  least  amount  of  interest,  and  of  course  has  no  wounded  sensibility  about  it. 
The  government  of  Great  Britain  still  maintains  its  twenty-four-hour  rule  in 
regara  to  our  ships-of-war  in  British  ports,  and  we  have  expressed  our  opinion 
and  announced  our  course  in  relation  to  that  discourtesy.  France  has  not  an- 
nounced that  she  intends  to  maintain  that  rule,  but  has  left  us  to  infer  the  con- 
trarv,  although  British  agents  represent  that  her  course  is  identical  with  that 
of  Great  Britain.  We  have  taken  no  notice  of  those  statements.  We  intend 
neither  to  seek  for  controversies  nor  to  give  voluntary  offence  to  maritime 
powers,  and  we  therefore  are  not  looking  about  us  for  affronts  or  indications  of 
disrespect. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
John  Bioblow,  Esq ,  Sfc.  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 

No.  260.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington^  September  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  instructed  the  Marquis  de  Montholon  to 
propose  to  this  government  a  modification  of  the  terms  exacted  from  the  Japan- 
ese by  the  three  powers  in  the  treaty,  which  followed  the  hostilities  jointly 
undertaken  by  them,  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  the  resistance  to  the  free 
passage  of  the  Strait  of  Simonoseki. 

I  enclose  a  translation'*'  of  an  abstract  of  the  instruction,  which  abstract  the 
marquis  has  left  with  me  for  consideration.  Though  on  its  face  the  proposi- 
tion which  it  contains  does  not  seem  to  offer  any  serious  objection,  it  is  preferred 
that,  if  practicable,  the  adjustment  desired  should  be  made  at  Paris,  especially 
as  both  England  and  France  are  more  largely  interested  in  this  particular  mat- 
ter than  we  are,  and  the  English  minister  at  Paris,  being  so  near  home,  can  act 
under  full  instructions  from  his  government.  The  subject  is  consequently  com- 
mended to  your  best  discretion. 

Although  it  may  be  desirable  that  the  affair  should  be  disposed  of  without 
delay,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  there  is  an  important  element  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  which,  if  the  business  were  to  be  settled  at  once  by  the  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  the  United  States,  wouid  not  make  that  settlement  legally 
binding.  The  treaty  itself  has  not  yet  been  submitted  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  This  is  indispensable  on  any  instrument  of  the  kind,  even  one  which 
does  not  impose  an  obligation  on  us,  or  which  does  not,  like  the  one  in  question, 
contain  a  stipulation  for  an  exchange  of  ratifications.  You  will,  of  course,  men- 
tion this  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  4^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 

*  For  enclosure  see  correspondence  with  French  Legation,  current  senesQQol^ 
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Jl^.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigehw. 

No.  271.]  ,        Dbpartmbnt  op  Statr, 

Washington,  September  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  2d  inBtant,  No.  168,  eneloeing 
copies  of  the  replies  which  you  made,  in  compliance  with  my  instmctions,  to 
the  letters  of  condolence  and  sympathy  which  were  inspired  hy  the  death  of 
the  late  President,  and  addressed  to  this  government  hy  various  political  and 
social  organizations  in  France.  In  reply,  I  beg  that  you  will  accept  my  thanks 
for  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  you  performed  the  daty  assigned 
to  yon,  and  1  desire,  at  the  same  time,  to  inform  yon  of  my  high  appreciation 
of  the  communications  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  submit  to  me  as  the  re- 
sult of  your  labor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  Bioei^ow,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ^. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract— with  three  endosoreB.] 

No.  182.]  United  States  Legation, 

Paris,  October  6,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  No. 
212, 1  addressed  a  communication  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  of  which  enclosure 
No.  1  is  a  copy. 

I  have  this  day  received  in  reply  a  communication,  of  which  enclosure  No. 
2  is  a  copy  and  No.  3  is  a  translation. 

His  excellency  admits  the  unequal  operation  of  the  French  tariff  on  hops, 
but  declines  to  make  that  article  the  subject  of  negotiations  until  both  countries 
are  prepared  to  subject  their  common  custom-house  relations  to  a  general 
review. 

This  intimation  confirmed  an  impression  which  I  have  formed  and  had  the 

honor  to  communicate  to  you  in  my  despatch  No.  179,  that  this  government  is 

not  indisposed  to  enter  into  new  ana  closer  commercial  relations  with  the 

United  States  if  its  political  relations  with  us  take  a  satisfisustory  direction. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Mr.  Bigdoto  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuffs, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  AngUMt  28,  1865. 
Sm :  I  haye  the  honor  to  transmit  to  joar  excellency  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been 
received  by  mj  government  from  a  prodacer  and  exporter  of  hops  in  the  United  States,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  while  the  datj  upon  hops  imported  into  France  from  other  States  has 
been  verjr  materiaUy  reduced,  the  former  high  duty  is  still  imposed  upon  that  product  when 
imported  from  the  United  States.  This  provision  which  acts  as  a  pronibition  against  Ameri- 
can hops  in  the  markets  of  France  is  not  considered  to  be  either  advantageous  to  the  imperial 


/Google 


DIPLOMATIC  OOBBESPONDENCB.  347 

rorenne  or  to  the  general  interest  of  the  dealers  in  this  article.  I  am,  therefore,  instrocted 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  £mperor*8  ^vemment  to  this  matter,  and  to  request  such  a  modi- 
fication of  the  present  system  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  best  calculated  to  serve  the  mutual 
interests  of  the  two  nations.  ^ 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  jour  excellency  assurances  of  the  high  con- 
sideration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

II.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  itftfitsf«r  ofFonign  Affairs,  Pmri§. 


[Endosure  No.  3.— Translation  of  No.  2.  ] 
Mr,  Drouffn  de  Lhuya  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

Paris,  October  6,  1865. 

Sm :  Ton  were  so  kind  to  transmit  to  me  on  the  28th  of  August  last,  by  calling  my  par- 
ticular attention  to  a  claim  made  by  one  of  your  countrymen  about  the  high  duties  imposed 
upon  American  hops  on  their  entrance  into  France.  M.  Herschel  observes  that  hops  coming 
worn  that  country  continue  to  pay  the  tax  of  fiftv-four  francs  per  one  hundred  kilogrammes 
which  is  inscribed  09  the  general  tariff  of  French  customs,  whilst,  by  virtue  of  commercial 
treaties  recently  concluded  with  Germanv,  Belgium,  and  England,  the  similar  products  of 
those  countries  have  only  to  pay  twenty-four  francs.  You  add,  sir,  that  in  the  commercial 
interests  of  both  countries  it  would  be  well  to  do  away  with  this  inequality. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  admit,  sii,  that  the  last  modifications  which  were  made  in  our  tariffs 
by  negotiations  created  a  situation  that  was  unfavorable  for  ho[>s,  as  well  as  for  other  and 
not  less  important  products  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  ad^  that  the 
government  of  the  Emperor  would  see  with  pleasure  the  possibility  of  immediately  extendins; 
to  the  natural  and  roanuiactured  products  of  America  the  benefit  of  the  reductions  of  tariff 
accorded  to  the  nrincipal  European  nations.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  beg  permission  to 
observe  that  sucn  important  measures  can  only  be  realized  by  a  treaty  negotiated  in  a 
diplomatic  form,  and  stipulating  in  the  interest  of  the  two  countries  mutual  reductions 
otduties.  The  question  of  the  tariff  on  hops,  however  interesting  it  may  be  for  American 
producers,  cannot  be  treated  separately,  and  its  solution  should  be  deterred  to  a  moment  when 
it  will  be  deemed  opportune  to  subject  the  system  of  our  maritime  and  commercial  relations 
with  the  United  States  to  a  general  inquiry. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DBOUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  BiGELOW,  United  States  Minister  at  Paris, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr  Bigdow, 

No.  287. J  Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

WashingUm,  October  19,  J865. 
Siu :  Referring  to  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  March  last.  No.  66,  relative 
to  the  claim  of  the  Arizona  Mining  Company  against  France,  on  account  of  the 
seizure  of  a  quantity  of  powder  on  the  schooner  William  L.  Richardson,  I  now 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  from  Messrs. 
Lewis  &  Cox,  attorneys  for  that  company.  As  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that 
the  powder  in  question  was  not  intended  for  hostile  purposes,  and  was  destined 
to  a  place  withm  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  I  must  request  you  to 
submit  the  claim  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  imperial  government,  and  to  sup- 
port it  bv  such  arguments  as  the  facts  of  the  case  may,  in  your  judgment,  warrant. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary, 
John  Biuelow,  Esq.,  4n^,  4^.,  Sfc, 
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Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

No.  190.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  October  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instruction  No.  260,  of  the  8th  of  September* 
I  addressed  a  communication,  of  which  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy,  to  their  ex- 
cellencies the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  Lord  Gowlej. 

Monsieur  Drouyn  de  Lhujs  said  to  me  verbally  that  he  would  see  Earl 
Cowley,  and  if  the  British  government  was  disposed,  as  he  inclined  to  think  it 
was,  to  demand  the  pecuniary  indemnity  from  the  Japanese  government,  he 
would  call  us  together  for  a  conference  without  delay. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Grey,  chargd  d'affi&ires  of  the  British  legation,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Lord  Cowley,  cidled  upon  me  to  say  that  he  had  submitted  my  com- 
munication to  Earl  Russell  for  instructions,  and  had  been  directed  to  say  that 
the  British  minister  at  Yedo  had  been  instructed  to  report  at  once  and  fully 
upon  the  subject,  and  that  further  action  thereon  by  her  Majesty's  government 
would  be  suspended  until  the  receipt  of  his  report,  expected  in  about  a  month. 

He  intimated  that  there  was  a  aisposition  to  have  the  open  ports  instead  of 
a  pecuniary  indemnity,  if  practicable. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
Jfr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Droujfn  de  Lhuffs. 

Legation  op  the  IJNrrED  States, 

Paris,  October  13,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenii>otentiaiT  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  presents  his  compliments  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  has 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  a  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  the  Secretaij  ot 
State  of  the  United  States,  by  which  the  nndersiened  is  instructed  to  assist,  on  behalf  of  his 
government,  in  the  adjustment  or  modification  of  the  terms  to  be  exacted  from  the  Japanese 
by  the  three  western  powers  named  in  the  treaty  which  followed  the  hostilities  jointly  under- 
taken by  them  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  the  resistance  to  the  free  passage  of  the  Strait 
of  Simonosaki. 

The  undersigned  will  be  happy  to  wait  upon  and  confer  with  his  excellency  the  minist^' 
of  foreign  affairs  whenever,  in  bis  excellency^  opinion,  a  conference  would  promote  the  objects 
contemplated  by  the  enclosed  instructions. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be 
his  excellency's  very  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 


Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  192.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  October  28,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  address,*   numerously  signed   by 
citizens  of  Caen,  which,  by  the  request  of  the  subscribers,  I  transmit  to  you 
to  be  laid  before  the  President     The  delay  in  the  transmission  of  the  doca- 

^See  Appendix,  separate  volume. 
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ment  is  sufficiently  explained  in  the  letter  to  me  which  accompanied  it,  and  of 
which  I  enclose  a  translation  and  my  reply. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[Euclosure  No.  3  to  despatch  No.  192.] 

Caen,  Calvados,  October  20,  1865. 

Sm :  At  the  first  news  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  we  had  circulated  the  ad 
dress  which  we  send  yon  so  late  to-day. 

This  address  was  covered  with  the  signatures  of  the  most  prominent  persons  of  our  city, 
and  names  collected  from  all  classes  of  society. 

Wishing  to  add  to  the  number,  one  of  our  friends  took  the  address  and  caused  it  to  pass 
from  hand  to  hand,  and  finally  it  was  mislaid  for  several  months.  It  was  impossible  to  think 
of  asking  for  so  many  si^atures  over  again,  but  happily  we  succeeded  in  finding  the  paper, 
and  now  hasten  to  send  it  to  you. 

We  think,  indeed,  that  it  is  never  too  late  to  testify  once  more  the  sympathy  of  the  French 
people  for  the  American  people,  and  to  add  our  felicitations  to  your  President  Johnson  upon 
the  re-establishment  of  the  Union  in  a  manner  at  once  so  conciliating  and  so  energetic,  so 
firm  and  so  lawful. 

Thus  America  g^ves  to  the  Old  World  a  great  and  noble  lesson.  Among  us  a  powerful 
general,  commanding  nearly  a  million  of  soldiers,  would  have  profited  by  that  crime  to  pro- 
claim that  it  was  necessary  to  save  the  republic  by  a  dictatorship,  and  he  would  at  last  have 
destroyed  it  for  the  profit  of  personal  ambition. 

With  you  the  Constitution  has  been  respected  with  a  sublime  simplicjty.  Grant,  Sherman, 
and  all  your  generals  remain  simple  citizens,  but  great  citizens. 

We  thank  them ;  we  thank  your  President  and  your  noble  American  people  for  giving  to 
us  at  this  day  the  spectacle  of  the  many  virlues  of  the  bright  days  of  the  Roman  republic — 
to  us,  people  of  the  Latin  race,  who  have  now  before  our  ejea  only  Octaviuses  without  vigor, 
tottering  in  their  buskins  while  trying  to  play  the  part  of  worn-out  Caesars  amid  the  suppressed 
jars  of  Europe. 

Hail,  then,  to  Johnson,  to  Grant,  to  Sherman !  Hail  to  all  your  citizens,  and  heaven  grant 
that  they  may  send  back  to  France  with  the  winds  of  ocean — with  its  tempests,  if  need  he — 
those  powerful  blasts  of  liberty  which  it  sent  to  them  a  century  ago  at  its  first  awakening. 

We  salule  you  fraternally. 

EDWARD  TALBOT,  Proprietor, 
TfiTE,  Retired  Merchant. 

Mr.  BlOELOW,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

Republic  of  the  United  States^  at  Paris. 


[Enclosure  No.  4  to  despatch  No.  192.] 
Mr,  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Talbot 

Legation  op  the  Untfed  States, 

Paris,  October^,  1865. 
Sre  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receint  of  your  letter  dated  October  20,  and  of 
the  address  of  the  citizens  of  Caen  to  President  Joimson,  by  which  it  was  accompanied.    I 
will  at  once  give  to  this  address  the  direction  you  have  indicated. 

I  thank  you  for  the  sympathy  for  my  country  and  its  government,  of  which*you  have  been 
kind  enough  to  send  me  this  expression,  and  I  beg  that  you  will  convey  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  those  who  have  joined  you  in  it. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  roost  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Monsieur  Edward  Talbot,  Caen,  Colvados, 
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Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  193.]  Umtbp  Statb8  Lbgation, 

Paris,  October  28,  1865. 
Sir:  The  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  set  free  in  France  a  lai^ 
amount  of  latent  respect  for  his  character,  and  for  the  cause  to  which  his  life 
was  sacrificed,  which  till  then  had  given  scarcely  any  sign  of  its  existence. 
This  tact,  in  view  of  its  hearing  upon  the  great  events  of  which  our  country 
has  heen  recently  the  theatre,  has  seemed  to  me  of  sufficient  importance  to  jus- 
tify the  collection  and  preservation  of  the  evidence  by  which  it  may  be  histori- 
cally established.  With  that  view  I  have  directed  a  translation  to  be  made  of 
everything  of  consequence,  1  believe,  that  has  appeared  upon  the  subject  in  the 
political  press  of  Paris,  and  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  two  volumes 
in  which  it  is  bound,  by  this  post. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[For  contents  of  the  volumes  above  referred  to,  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 

No.  294.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  October  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  13th  of  October,  No.  184,  has  been  received.     I 

thank  you  for  the  information  you  have  given  me  of  the  manner  in  which  my 

No.  264  was  received  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lbuys,  and  I  shall  wait  with  interest 

for  an  account  of  the  imperial  purposes  in  regard  to  the  matter  therein  presented. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow, 

No.  295.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  October,  31,  1865. 
Sir:  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  6th  instant,  No.  181, 
acquainting  me  with  the  gratifying  manner  in  which  the  French  press  comment 
upon  the  course  of  the  President,  and  our  treatment  of  the  rebel  loan  question. 
I  giv^  you  my  thanks  for  your  thoughtfulness. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


John  Bigblow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigelow. 

No.  306.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  11,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatch  of  the  27th  altimo.  No. 
190,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  hy  you  to  their  excellencies, 
the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  Lord  Cowley,  relative  to  the  adjustment  of 
the  indemnity  due  the  three  western  powers  by  the  Japanese  government. 
Your  proceedings  therein  mentioned  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Esq.^  ^c,  4^.,  4^- 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bigdow, 

No.  312.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
28th  October,  No.  193,  together  with  the  two  manuscript  volumes  which  are 
therein  mentioned.  Into  these  volumes  have  been  collectea  the  generous  tributes 
which  were  spontaneously  made  by  the  press  of  France  to  the  character  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  caase  in  which  his  life  was  sacrificed,  when  he  was 
removed  from  his  field  of  eminent  service  by  the  fearful  and  mysterious  crime 
of  assassination.  It  was  a  very  just  and  happy  thought  on  your  part  to  make 
this  collection,  which  is  so  honorable  to  France,  and  so  entirely  in  harmony  with 
the  geniality  of  sentiment  which  distinguishes  the  French  people.  The  volumes 
will  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  this  government. 

The  President  is  of  opinion  that  an  acknowledgment  of  these  tributes  would 
be  eminently  just  and  proper.  I  have  therefore  to  suggest  to  you  the  publica- 
tion of  this  despatch  if,  upon  an  informal  consultation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys,  it  should  be  found  that  such  a  publication  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
Emperor's  government. 

A  list  of  the  contents  of  the  volumes  is  appended  to  this  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  BiGBLOW. 


Contents  cf  Volume  1. 
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Girardin,  Emiie  de ;  GnerAilt,  R.  D. ;  Gallaad,  E.  G. ;  Isambert,  Gostave ;  Janicot,  Gus- 
tare;  Jaavet,  George;  Jutland,  F.  B. ;  Labbie,  J. ;  Ladet,  Uljsse;  Laurentie;  Legault,  L. ; 
Limajrac,  Panlin ;  Mahias,  J. ;  Malespine,  A. ;  Martin,  Henri ;  Mason ;  Moreaa,  Henri ;  Neff- 
trer,  A. ;  Paradol,  Prevost ;  Perrin,  Joseph ;  Peyrat,  A. ;  Plee,  Leon ;  Renauld,  A  ;  Raineey, 
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Camus,  F. ;  Caiforfc,  Adde;  Cassiniss;  Cohen,  J.;  Dearfort,  A.;  Demse,  E. ;  DidefiU,  L. ; 
Dreolle,  Eoaest;  Duboil,  R^n6;  Escaude,  A.;  Felix,  Eveque  d^Orleans;  Feydeau,  Ernest; 
Foncault,  Aubry ;  Gaiffe,  A. ;  Gaillard,  Leopold ;  Graudc:uillot,  A. ;  Gullaud,  E.  B. ;  Isam- 
bert,  Gustavo;  Jaubert,  Georges;  Jnip,  jules;  Labbe,  J.;  Ladet,  Uljsse;  Laurentie; 
Lavergne,  Bernard ;  Lavertigen,  Andr6;  Le  Francois,  A. ;  Lemoine,  J. ;  Limajrac,  Paulin; 
Loek,  Frederick ;  Luca,  Fnincois  ;  Mabias,  J. ;  Malespine,  A. ;  Nefityer,  A. ;  Paulin,  A. ; 
Perrin,  Joseph;  Peyrat,  A.;  Pruvet,  EL.;  Eegnault,  Elias;  Reynould,  A.;  Taconet, 
Eugene;  Voiseau,  A. 


FRENCH  LEGATION. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr*  de  Geqfroy, 

Department  of  State, 

Waskington^  December  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  12th  ultimo,*  in  regard  to  alleged  con- 
struction in  certain  ports  of  the  United  States  of  vessels  which  are  to  be  used 
as  privateers,  under  letters  of  marque  from  President  Juarez,  of  Mexico,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose,  in  replj,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  26th  ultimo 
from  the  War  Department,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  all  needful  precaa- 
tions,  within  the  control  of  that  department,  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
arming  or  fitting  out  of  vessels  to  depredate  on  French  commerce. 
Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Mr.  L.  DK  Geofroy,  ^c,  S^c,  Sfc, 


Mr,  de  Geofroy  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.  ] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington^  January  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  many  places,  pertaining  to  Illinois,  Michigan,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wis- 
consin, the  municipal  authorities  have  recently  assessed  a  tax,  the  product  of 
which  is  especially  intended  as  compensation  to  volunteer  recruits,  in  order  to 
avoid  carrying  the  conscription  law  into  effect. 

A  great  number  of  our  subjects,  who  are  menaced  with  being  subjected  to 
this  tax,  have  addressed  his  Majesty's  consul  at  Chicago  in  remonstrance 
against  this  measure,  and  their  letters  may  be  summed  up  in  that  of  Mr.  Saguin, 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  hereto  annexed,*a  copy  to  your  excel- 
lency. The  population  of  certain  counties,  towns  and  villages  comprises  many 
French,  who  remain  such,  who  have  purchased  and  cultivated  a  noticeable  part 


*  See  pp.  250,  251,  Part  III,  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  1864. 
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of  the  land ;  such  are  the  townships  of  Belleville,  coanty  of  Dane,  (State  of 
Wisconsin,)  and  the  county  of  Lee,  (State  of  Illinois,)  where  French  colonies 
have  heen  formed,  each  manber  of  which  has  religiously  preserved  his  nation- 
ality. 

It  is  evident  that  it  would  be  veritable  injustice,  if  for  the  personal  exoner* 
ation  of  themselves  from  conscription— ^hat  is  to  say,  from  an  individual  duty  in- 
herent in  their  qualities-^the  American  citizens  in  the  above-mentioned  localities* 
in  the  subdivision  made  by  themselves  of  this  tax,  should  cause  it  to  bear  upon 
foreigners ;  in  other  words,  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  equity,  that 
whilst  admitting  that  foreigners  cannot  be,  against  their  will,  compelled  to  do 
military  duty,  ibey  can  be  obliged  in  any  way  to  furnish  substitutes. 

I,  in  consequence,  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  this  subject,  and 
pray  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  give  the  orders  necessary  that  in  future  French 
subjects  who  reside  in  the  United  States,  and  have  retained  their  nationality,  be 
not  subjected  by  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  State  they  inhabit  to  a  tax, 
which  evidently  can  only  concern  American  citizens. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 


Hon.  William  Seward,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc, 


L.  DE  GEOFROY. 


Mr.  d^Elftuz  to  Mr,  Sagmin, 
[TranslaiioB.] 

ViCB-CONSULATE  OP  FRANCE  AT  CmCAOO. 

Capjf  of  a  Utter  addressed  to  the  vice'consnl  of  France  at  Chieago  by  Mr,  SaguiUf  j^ysieian 
and  land'owner  at  AnAojff  Lee  county^  Illinois. 

Decembki  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  been  some  dajs  informed  upon  the  mode 
of  anbdivision  of  a  new  tax  which  onr  county  is  about  to  levy  to  meet  a  sum  of  about 
|40,000,  which  is  intended  to  pay  for  snbstitntes  necessary  to  ayoid  a  draft. 

If  I  am  well  informed,  foreigners,  not  nataralieed,  will  have  to  pay  their  part  as  well  as 
citizens,  and  in  case  of  refusal  their  property  will  be  immediately  sold. 

As  this  kind  of  law  can  only  emanate  from  some  local  functionaries,  I  have  room  to  believe 
that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  evade  such  a  vexation.  If  **  foreigners  should  never  be  made 
soldiers  against  their  will,*'  (last  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUttes,)  it  is  quite 
natural  that  they  cannot  be  held  to  pay  for  substitutes  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Many  French  people  having  asked  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  I  have  promised  to  inform 
them  by  the  Ist  January,  the  time  assigned  for  paying  the  first  annual  payment  on  this 
impost.  Consequently  I  request  you,  very  humbly,  Mr.  Vice-Consul,  to  be  so  good  as  to  let 
me  know  what  we  would  have  to  do  in  such  a  case  if  it  should  be  sought  to  make  us  con- 
tribute to  the  payment  of  the  impost. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A  copy  certified  by  the  undersigned,  vice>  consul  at  Chicago,  17th  December,  1864. 

EAVIN  D'ELPEUX. 


Mr,  de  Lhuys  to  Mr,  de  Geofroy. 

[Translation.] 

[Communicated  by  the  French  legation.] 

No.  1.]  Department  op  Foreign  Affairs,  Political  Direction, 

Paris,  January  ^  1865. 
Sot:  Ton  know  that  the  representatives  in  Japan  from  France,  Great  Britain,  the  United 
States,  and  the  Netherlands,  having  deemed  it  to  be  indispensable  to  inflict,  without  further 
delay,  on  the  Prince  of  Nagato,  the  chastisement  called  for  by  his  attacks  on  foreign  flags, 
the  expedition  in  which  the  French,  English,  and  Dutch  ships-of-war,  and  an  ^erican 
mail-boat,  took  part,  obtained  the  most  cMuplete  success.    TheJDaimio  of  Chio  Chion  recog- 

23  d  c  • 
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nizing  at  once  his  powerlessness,  bonnd  himself  to  respect  the  fireedom  of  navigation  of  the 
Strait  of  Simonosaki,  and  to  pay  the  ransom  of  that  dtj  and  the  costs  of  the  exj^ditkm.  As 
soon  as  the  cabinet  of  Yedo  heard  the  result  of  the  expedition  it  hastened  to  enter  npon 
conferences  with  the  agents  of  the  four  powers,  and  our  last  intelli^nce  informs  ns  that  these 
had,  at  the  dateof  22d  October,  signed  at  Vokohama,  with  the  plenipotendary  of  the  Taikoon, 
a  conyention  which  fixes  at  three  millions  of  dollars  (eighteen  millions  of  francs)  indemnity 
for  the  war  made  by  the  admiral  on  the  Prince  of  Nagato,  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
Japanese  government  become  guarantee.  It  is  declared  that  this  amount  represents  the  sum 
of  all  claims,  of  every  kind  soever,  based  on  the  act  of  aggression  bv  the  Irinoe  of  Nagato, 
either  in  the  way  of  indemnity,  of  ransom  of  the  city  of  Simonosaki,  or  of  expenses  ciuised 
by  the  expedition  of  the  allied  squadrons.  However,  it  is  stipulated  at  the  same  time  that  the 
Taikoon  can  offer,  in  place  of  the  indemnity  offered,  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Simonosaki 
or  of  any  other  port  in  the  neighborhood  situate  on  the  inland  sea ;  but  that  it  shall  belong 
to  the  signing  powers  to  accept  this  offer  or  to  hold  to  the  payment  of  the  indemnity  in  cash. 

The  colleagues  of  Mr.  Leon  Roches,  after  having  at  first  had  the  intention  of  settfing 
between  themselves,  in  concert  with  the  admirals,  the  part  inuring  to  each  one  of  the  powers 
whose  flag  was  present  at  the  affair  at  Simonosaki,  have  thought  with  him  that  it  was  the 
better  course  to  refer  the  careof  settling  this  point  to  the  four  governments  interested.  They 
have  decided,  besides,  that  there  shall  be  specially  reserved  to  us,  in  the  repartition  of  the 
indemnity,  the  sum  of  $140,000,  which  I  had  required,  in  my  arrangment  with  the  last 
Japanese  mission  to  Paris,  as  reparation  for  the  attack  made  m  July,  1863,  on  the  Freuch 
mail-boat  Kiaa  Chan  by  the  forts  of  the  Prince  Nagato  on  passing  the  strait.  You  will, 
moreover,  find  herewith  a  copy  of  the  convention  and  of  the  memorandum  signed  by  the 
French,  English,  Netherlands,  and  American  agents. 

The  convendoD  leaving  to  the  signing  powers  the  right  to  choose  between  the  payment  of 
the  indemnity  indicated  and  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Simonosaki,  I  have  been  led  to  think, 
after  mature  investigation,  that  it  would  be  most  politic  and  most  advantageous  to  rest  upon 
the  first  alternative. 

I  could  fiot,  in  fact,  consider  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Simonosaki  or  any  other  neighbor- 
ing port  in  the  inland  sea  as  a  substantial  compensation  for  Uie  abandonment  of  our  indenmity. 
Simonosaki  is,  without  doubt,  in  fact  an  important  strategic  point;  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  fill  any  of  tbe  conditions  necessary  to  the  development  of  commerce.  The  navigation 
of  the  strait  is  very  dangerous ;  the  roadstead  does  not  offer,  it  is  said,  sufficient  depth  of 
water,  and  the  communications  of  the  city  with  the  interior  are  very  difficult.  It  is  therefore 
of  little  moment  that  the  Prince  of  Nagato  may  have  manifested,  personally,  a  disposition 
favorable  to  the  opening  of  Simonosaki  to  foreign  conunerce.  What  was  essential  was  that 
this  Daimio  should  no  longer  believe  that  he  h^  the  right  and  the  power  to  interdict  access 
to  the  inland  sea  to  European  flags.  The  lesson  he  has  received  must  have  convinced  him  of 
his  powerlessness  in  this  respect.  It  is,  therefore,  no  less  than  probable,  and  such  also  is 
the  opinion  of  the  admirals,  that  he  would  like  to  fall  back  from  his  former  attitude,  and  were 
it  otherwise,  that  the  temporary  apparition  of  a  ship-of-war  would  mskke  him  understand  the 
danger.  Things  would  not  go  on  thus  if  a  new  port  were  opened  on  his  shores ;  it  would 
require  thought  about  the  means  for  the  permanent  protection  of  the  foreigners  who  would 
go  there  to  establish  themselves ;  and  the  new  expenses  which  would  result  therefirom  would 
not  be  in  proportion  to  the  c^vantagee  which  would  be  derived  from  it. 

The  immeaiate  opening  of  Hioga  and  Asacca  would  have  been  alone  of  a  nature,  in  our 
view,  to  justify  the  abandonment  of  the  indemnity.  Asacca,  of  which  Hioga  is  the  port,  is  in 
fact  the  most  important  commercial  point  in  Japan.  All  the  agricultural  and  mannfactural 
productions  of  tne  country  abound  there;  there  the  rich  bankers  and. great  native  mer- 
chants reside.  One  might  have  been  justified  in  hoping  for  profit  enough  from  this  measure 
to  feel  warranted  in  substituting  it  without  he^tation  for  the  indemnity.  But  since  it  has 
not  seemed  opportune  to  claim  as  yet  the  execution  of  the  article  of  our  treaties  which  gives  us 
the  right  to  begin  at  Asacca,  it  is  better  to  wait  the  now  sufficiently^near  expiration  of  the 
time  we  have  granted  to  the  Japanese  government,  and  then  exact  the  opening  of  this  port, 
without  seeking  elsewhere  advantages  which  in  reality  we  shall  only  find  there. 

In  my  opinion,  it  would,  therefore,  be  well  to  declare  to  the  cabinet  of  Yedo  that  we  hold 
to  the  payment  of  the  indemnity  stipulated ;  the  opening  of  a  port  such  as  that  which  is  in  reserve 
to  be  offered  to  us  being  in  our  eyes  of  secondary  importance,  whilst  we  have  not  yet  access 
to  those  which  our  treaties  should  open  to  us  in  full  right. 

I  desire  you  to  communicate  these  opinions  to  Mr.  Seward.  I  should  see  with  pleasure,  if 
his  manner  of  regarding  it  should,  as  J  hope,  accord  with  mine,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
instruct  the  representative  at  Japan,  Mr.  rruyn,  about  it. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  &.c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Monsieur  DE  Geoproy, 

Chargi  d'AffairtB  de  France, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Oeqfroy, 

Department  of  Statb, 

W€uhingtont  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  note  of  the  3d 
instant,  requesting  that  the  plea  of  certain  French  subjects  residing  in  the  United 
States  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of  a  tax  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  compen- 
sating volunteer  recruits  may  be  granted,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  the 
tax  is  not  a  local  one,  but  is  imposed  by  State  law,  in  conformity  with  State 
constitution,  for  public  and  general  purposes,  and  domiciled  aliens  are  entitled  to 
no  exemptions  from  burdens  of  the  State. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Mr  L.  DB  Obofrov,  Sfc.,  ^c.^  Sfc. 


Mr,  Geofroy  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Tranfilation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Wathingtofh  March  24, 1865. 

Sir  :  Colonel  Woodford,  who  commands  Charleston,  published  on  the  6th  o* 
this  month  an  order  which  you  are  doubdess  acquainted  with,  and  in  virtue  of 
which  "  authoritv  to  carry  on  trade  after  the  first  of  April  will  not  be  granted 
except  to  individuals  who  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  and  obtained,  in  consequence,  a  permit."  This  order  having  been  ap- 
plied to  a  number  of  French  subjects,  retail  traders  who  reside  at  Charleston, 
the  consul  of  his  Majesty  at  that  city  went  to  Colonel  Woodford's  quarters  to 
represent  to  him  the  ruinous  consequences  which  would  fall  upon  them ;  to 
which  the  ii»lonel  replied  that,  in  publishing  his  order  of  6th  March,  he  had 
done  nothing  but  obey  the  instructions  of  General  Sherman,  that  citizens  of  the 
United  States  alone  would  be  authorized  to  carry  on  trade,  and  even  upon 
condition  that  they  should  arm  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  should  it  be  attacked 
by  the  confederates,  and  that  this  condition  of  things  would  be  prolonged  so 
long  as  martial  law  should  be  in  force  at  Charleston.  He  added  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  modify  the  orders  of  the  genejral-in-chief,  but  that  he 
was  disposed  to  offer  to  the  French  the  facilities  they  should  wish  for  leaving 
Charleston. 

The  consul  of  his  Majesty  has  represented  that  many  of  these  French,  on 
the  one  hand,  would  be  ruined  if  they  were  to  leave  Charleston  under  existing 
circumstances,  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  they  cannot  subsist  there  without 
working.  He  has  added,  and  affirms,  that  the  conduct  of  any  of  them  during 
the  war  has  not  been  of  a  nature  to  justify  the  harsh  treatment  to  which  it  is 
sought  to  subject  them.  The  individuals  to  whom  permits  have  been  refused 
were  not  engaged  in  trade  iu  articles  imported  in  vessels  which  forced  the 
blockade ;  they  have  in  their  stores  only  some  tobacco  of  Virginia  and  Florida. 

I,  in  turn,  beg  your  excellency  to  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  whether  the 
government  of  the  United  States  approves  the  order  of  General  Sherman,  and 
whether  it  intends  that  it  is  to  be  applied  without  distinction  to  all  foreigners 
as  a  natural  consequence  of  the  state  of  siege ;  in  a  word,  to  give  precision  to  the 
question  whether  the  peaceable  foreigner,  not  having  taken  part  in  hostilities, 
and  having  always  observed  the  duties  of  neutrality,  has  no  longer  the  right  to 
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remain  and  live  in  Charleston  witbont  renouncing  his  nationalitj,  which  is  the 
consequence  forced  upon  him  by  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

I  should  have  the  honor  in  this  case  to  observe  to  jour  ezcellenej,  first,  that 
Charleston  is  not  a  besieged  city,  and  that  the  existing  state  of  things  does  nol 
cause  the  presage  that  it  would  be.  Even  admitting  that  this  were  so,  I  would 
remind  you  that  in  analogous  cases,  especially  after  the  occupation  of  Memphis, 
the  legation  of  the  Emperor,  desirous  to  anticipate  difficulties,  and  to  yield  a# 
much  as  possible  to  the  hard  necessities  of  war,  consented  last  year,  by  way  of 
exception,  and  without  inducing  any  consequence,  to  the  authorizing  of  the 
subjects  of  his  Majesty  to  join  the  urban  militia,  and  even,  in  case  of  attack, 
contributing  to  the  defence  of  the  city,  saving  always  the  reservation  that  it 
would  claim  their  exemption  if  this  militia  should  g«  into  the  field,  and  had  to 
do  outside  the  duty  of  regular  troops.  But  such  concession  is  evidently  the 
extreme  limit  to  which  it  could  go  without  entire  abandonment  of  its  country- 
men. It  is  also,  in  my  opinion,  the  last  which  the  law  of  war  and  the  necessi- 
ties of  defence  permit  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  claim  from 
foreigners.  To  seek,  besides,  to  force  these  to  abjure  their  nationality,  or  to  be 
sent  away,  that  is  to  say,  ruined  and  reduced  to  want,  would  be  to  press,  even 
to  inhumanity,  the  application  of  the  axiom  that  every  one  is  master  of  hb 
own  home. 

I  therefore  please  myself  with  the  hope  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  modifv,  in  respect  of  what  is  absolute,  the  measure  taken  by  the 
military  commanders,  and  seize  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the 
fresh  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

L.  DE  GEOFROT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


[Translation.] 

Mr.  de  Geofroy  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Lbqation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Woihingtfmt  March  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  By  two  decrees,  dated  June  22  and  the  Ist  of  last  month,  the  Emperor 
has  ordered  that  a  universal  exhibition  of  the  productions  of  agriculture,  manu- 
facture, and  the  fine  arts  should  be  opened  at  Fans  May  1,  1867.  AnoUier  de- 
cree, also  issued  February  1,  of  this  year,  and  published  in  the  Moniteur  the 
2l8t  of  the  same  month,  has  placed  this  grand  international  solemnity  under  the 
direction  and  supervision  of  a  commission,  the  presidency  of  which  has  been 
confided  to  his  Serene  Highness  Prin«i  Napoleon. 

Such  a  selection  bears  too  high  testimony  to  the  importance  which  the  Em- 

Seror  attaches  to  the  success  of  this  universal  exhibition  to  leave  any  need  to 
well  upon  it.  As  to  the  commission,  it  is  composed  of  several  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  of  high  functionaries  of  state,  as  well  as  of  the  most  competent  of 
notable  individuals. 

The  government  of  his  Majesty  charges  me  to  give  notice,  officially,  of  these 
aforesaid  decrees  to  the  cabinet  of  Washington,  to  invite  its  valuable  concurrence, 
and  to  designate  an  authority  with  which  the  imperial  commission  could  have  a 
direct  understanding. 

It  would  also  be  of  advantage,  to  avoid  all  loss  of  time,  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  should  make  choice  at  Paris  of  an  agent  who  would  be 
specially  delegated  to  be  near  his  serene  highness  the  Prince  Napoleon. 

This  mode  of  procedure  is  the  most  suitable  channel,  and  the  speediest,  to 
convey  to  the  knowledge  of  the  imperial  coounission  the  wishes  of  the  exhibitors 
from  abroad.  ^  t 
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The  government  of  his  Majesty  would  attach  a  high  valae  to  being  informed 
as  early  as  possible  of  the  result  of  the  steps  1  am  charged  to  take  which  have 
an  exceptional  character  of  urgency. 

The  objects  sent  to  the  exhibition  will  be  received,  in  effect,  in  a  palace  con- 
structed for  the  occasion  of  this  solemnity,  and  the  size  of  which  should  meet 
the  actual  need  of  the  exhibitors  of  all  nations.  But  that  the  general  arrange- 
ments and  plans  which  shall  be  adopted  may  be  in  relation  with  the  claims  for 
space  which  will  be  preferred,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  imperial  commission 
should  know,  with  the  least  delay,  what  States  will  take  part  in  the  exhibition, 
and  how  much  space  each  would  desire  to  obtain. 

In  ending  the  letter  he  has  written  to  me  on  the  subject,  the  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  adds  that  he  is  gratified  to  hope  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  show  a  disposition  to  facilitate,  so  far  as  it  is  concerned,  the  success 
of  the  work  confided  to  the  imperial  commission.  It  is  too  enlightened  not  to 
appreciate  the  advantages  of  these  solemnities,  at  which  nations  contract  new 
ties,  collect  useful  and  mutual  lessons,  and  thus  assure  the  development  of  their 
prosperity. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

L.  DE  GEOPROT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  de  Geofroy, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  29,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th 
instant,  respecting  the  inconvenience  arising  to  French  subjects  domiciled  in 
Charleston,  by  the  order  of  Colonel  Woodford,  requiring  persons  wishing  to  re^ 
main  within  that  city  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
inform  you  that  this  government  has  had  this  subject  under  consideration  upon 
the  representations  of  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain  and  other  countries.  The 
order  was  made  by  Major  General  Sherman,  commanding,  and  is  deemed  at 
present  necessary  as  a  military  measure.  It  is  applied  to  all  foreigners  of  what- 
ever nationality,  and  is  limited  in  time  by  the  necessities  of  the  military  situation. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Mr.  L.  DB  Geofroy,  ifc.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  de  Oeofroy. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the  imperial  government  for 
opening  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1867,  a  universal  exhibition  of  the  productions  of 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  fine  arts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  conveyed  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
affabrs  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  through  Mr.  Bigelow,  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  the  reply  of  this  government  to  the  very  courteous  invitation 
contained  in  your  note. 

A  copy  of  my  instruction  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  which  bears  the  date  of  the  5th 
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Instant,*  is  enclosed  for  your  infonnation;  and  I  hare  the  honor  to  aeqiiaint  jon 
that  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  on  the  subject  will  be  immediatelj 
made  public. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
By  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Mr.  L.  DE  Gboproy,  Sfc.,  ^r.,  ^. 


Mr.  de  Geqfroy  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[TraoBlation.] 

Legation  op  Fbancb  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  April  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  bj  which  you  announce  to  me  the  sad  events 
which  now  afflict  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

You  please  to  inform  me  at  the  same  time  that  the  Vice-President,  Andrew 
Johnson,  has,  under  the  Constitution,  officially  entered  into  possession  of  the 
presidency,  and  has  authorized  you,  sir,  to  fill,  until  further  order,  the  functions 
of  Secretary  of  State. 

I  only  anticipate  the  instructions  of  my  government  in  assuring  you  of  the 
deep  and  painful  regret  with  which  it  will  learn  the  death  of  President  Lincoln, 
and  other  outrages  which  accompanied  that  great  crime.  That  it  will  take  very 
lively  interest  in  your  calamities,  you  cannot  doubt.  Please,  therefore,  receive 
all  the  condolences  which  I  this  day  offer  to  you  in  its  name,  to  which  I  add  at 
the  same  time  the  very  sincere  expression  of  my  personal  feelings. 

I  renew  to  you,  on  this  occasion,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

L.  DE  GEOFEOY. 

Hon.  William  Hunter,  ^.,  !^.^  tfc. 


Mr.  de  Geofroy  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

rXransladon.]  _ 

Legation  op  Francs  to  thb  UrtfTBD  States, 

Washington,  April  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  French  community  at  New  York  held  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  of  this 
month,  a  meeting  under  the  presidency  of  the  consul  general  of  his  Majesty  in 
that  city,  where  a  series  of  resolutions  was  adopted,  of  which  three  copies  have 
been  sent  to  me;  one  for  the  government  of  the  United  States,  another  for  the 
family  of  the  deceased  President  Lincoln,  and  a  third  for  that  of  Mr.  Seward. 
These  resolutions  express  the  indignation  and  the  sorrow  which  the  horrible 
outrages  of  the  last  week  have  caused  our  countrymen  to  experience. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  be  so  good  as  to  cause  these  papers  to  reach  their  destina- 
tion, and  I  seize  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yom  the  assurances  of  ray  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

Lw  DE  GEOFROY. 
Hon.  William  Huntbr,  ipc.,  Spc.,  8fc. 


[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


*  Bee  instructions  No.  105  to  Mr.  Bigclow,  current  series.     ^r^c^]r> 
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Mr.  de  Geofroy  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
[Translation.] 

Lboation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  April  26,  1865. 
Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  yon,  requesting  you  will  please  to  cause 
tbem  to  reach  their  deetination,  two  letters  of  condolence  addressed  by  the 
French  commonity  in  Philadelphia  to  Mrs.  Lincoki  and  to  Mr.  William  H. 
Seward. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

L.  DE  GEOFBOY. 
Hon.  William  Huntbs,  ^.,  ^.,  8(c. 

[For  enclosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Mr.  de  Lhup9  t0  Mr.  de  Oeofirdy. 

[Translation.] 

[Communicated  by  the  French  legation.] 

Dbpartbient  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Part*,  April  28,  1865. 

Sm :  The  news  of  the  crime  of  which  President  Liucobi  has  recentlj  become  the  victim 
has  cansed  to  the  imperial  government  a  profound  sentiment  of  indignation. 

His  Majesty  immediately  charged  one  of  his  aides-de-camp  .to  repair  to  the  residence  of 
the  minister  of  the  United  States,  to  ask  him  to  transmit  at  once  the  expression  of  his  in- 
dignation to  Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  now  invested  with  the  presidency.  I  also  desired  myself, 
by  the  despatch  which  I  addressed  to  yon  of  yesterday's  date,  to  apprise  you  without  delay 
of  the  sorrowful  emotion  we  have  felt ;  and  I  have  to-day,  in  conformity  with  the  will  of 
the  Emperor,  to  render  merited  homage  to  the  great  citizen  whose  loss  the  United  States  de- 
plore. 

Elevated  to  the  chief  maffistraticm  of  the  republic  by  the  snffinage  of  his  countrymen, 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  brou^t  to  the  exercise  or  the  powers  placed  m  his  hands  the  most 
substantial  qualifications.  Force  of  character  was  allied  in  him  with  loftiness  of  principle ; 
therefore  his  vigorous  spirit  never  quailed  before  the  terrible  trials  reserved  for  his  govern- 
ment At  the  moment  when  an  atrocious  crime  snatched  him  from  the  mission  which  he 
filled  with  the  sense  of  religious  duty,  he  enjoyed  the  consciousness  that  the  triumph  of  his 
policy  was  definitively  assured. 

His  recent  proclamations  are  traces  of  the  thoughts  of  prudence  which  inspired  him  in 
undertaking  resolutely  the  task  of  reorganizing  the  Union  and  of  consolidating  peace. 

The  supreme  satisfaction  of  accomplishing  this  work  has  not  been  accorded  to  him.  But 
In  gathering  up  these  last  testimonials  of  his  high  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  examples  of  good 
senae,  of  courage,  and  of  patriotism  which  he  has  given,  history  will  not  hesitate  to  place 
him  in  the  rank  of  citizens  who  have  done  most  honor  to  their  country. 

By  order  of  the  Emperor,  I  transmit  this  despatch  to  the  minister  of  state,  who  is  charged 
to  communicate  it  to  tne  senate  and  legislative  t>ody.    France  will  unanimously  take  share 
in  this  thought  of  the  Emperor. 
Beceive,  &c 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  L.  DE  Oeofroy, 

Ckargi  d"* Affaires  of  France,  Washington. 

P.  S. — ^Tou  win  please  remit  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

[For  acknowledgment  of  receipt  of  above  communication  see  instructions  to  Mr.  Bige- 
low,  of  May  22,  No.  155.] 
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Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr,  de  Chqfroy, 

Department  of  State, 

Washingt4m,  April  29,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  22d 
instant,  transmitting  three  copies  of  resolutions  adopted  by  French  residents  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  18tn  instant,  and  presided  over 
by  the  consul  general  of  France,  expressive  of  their  indignation  and  sorrow  at 
the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  and  the  attempts  to  take  the^lives  of  the 
Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

I  shall  find  mnch  satisfaction  in  causing  the  copies  of  these  humane  and 
characteristic  resolutions  of  your  generous  countrymen  to  be  disposed  of  in  the 
manner  indicated  in  your. note. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Mr.  L.  DE  Geofroy,  ^ir.,  ifc,^  Sfc, 


Mri  Hunter  to  Mr,  de  Creofroy, 

Department  of  State, 

W<uhingUm,  April  29,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  26th 
instant,  transmitting  a  letter  of  condolence  addressed  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  by  French 
residents  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  copy  of  their  just  and  friendly  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  French  Society  of  Beneficence,  held  on  the  22d 
instant,  expressing  the  sentiments  and  sympathies  inspired  by  the  recent  atroci- 
ties committed  against  the  late  President  and  the  Secretary  and  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  your  request  in  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  these  papers  shall  be  complied  with. 

On  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  I  must  beg  you  to  con- 
vey to  Mr.  Destonet,  the  president  of  the  society,  an  expression  of  its  grateful 
sense  of  the  spirit  manifested  in  their  proceedings. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary, 

Mr.  L.  DB  Geofroy,  Sfc,  ^.,  8fc, 


M,  Montholon  to  Mr.  Hunter, 

[TranBlation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

New  York,  June  4,  1865. 
Sir:  A  despatch  dated  19th  of  May,  which  I  received  this  instant  from  his 
excellency  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  informs  me  that  the  Emperor's  government 
has  revoked  the  regulation  which  limited  to  twenty-four  hours  the  period  of  so- 
journ of  vessels-of-war  of  the  Union  in  the  ports  of  France. 

I  hasten  to  bring  this  decision  to  your  knowledge,  begging  you  to  communi- 
cate it  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Accept,  sir,  I  pray  you,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

MONTHOLON. 
Hon.  "William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  ^  I 
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Mr.  Seward  to  M,  Montholon, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, informing  this  department  of  the  revocation  07  the  government  of  France 
of  the  regulations  limiting  the  stoppage  of  United  States  vessels-of-war  in  the 
ports  of  France  to  twenty-four  hours.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
in  compliance  with  your  request,  this  decision  has  heen  made  known  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

The  Marquis  db  Montholon,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


M.  Montholon  to  Mr,  Hunter, 
[Translation.  ] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  June  24, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  Swiss  government  addressed  to  that  of  his  Majesty,  at  the  close  of 
last  year,  a  communication  relative  to  a  project  consisting  in  authorizing  Swiss 
citizens,  owners  of  ships,  to  carry  at  sea  the  federal  flag — that  is  to  say,  to  create 
a  Swiss  navy — and  has  suggested  his  excellency  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  let  it 
know  whether  the  government  of  the  Emperor  would  be  willing  to— 

1st.  Admit  to  its  ports  Swiss  vessels,  expressly  authorized  by  the  federal 
council  to  carry  the  Helvetic  fldg. 

2d.  To  assure  to  them  the  like  legal  position  as  to  vessels  of  other  nations. 

3d.  To  grant  to  Swiss  established  in  the  respectives  states  to  build  and  freight 
Swiss  vessels. 

At  first  view  no  objection  seemed  to  present  itself  to  the  project  of  the  federal 
council,  the  open  sea  being  free,  and  therefore  access  to  it  open  to  all ;  however, 
like  myself,  you,  sir,  will,  without  doubt,  be  of  opinion  that  the  geographic  situa- 
tion of  Switzerland,  which  does  not  bound  on  the  sea  at  any  point,  might  give 
rise  in  practice  to  certain  difficulties,  about  which  there  is  subject  for  previous 
consideration. 

International  law  has,  in  fact,  imposed  on  all  navies,  in  view  of  maritime  po- 
lice, and  especially  of  nationality,  regulations  and  duties,  the  first  guarantee  of 
which  is  found  in  the  port  of  registry. 

We  must,  then,  at  once  question  whether  a  country  which  has  not  any  port 
of  registry  could,  for  want  of  this  port  d'attach^  condition,  offer  equivalent  guar- 
antees, or  such  as  other  powers  should  be  contented  with. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  could  the  right  of  jurisdiction  of  Switzerland  over 
crimes  and  offences  committed  on  board  its  ships  be  exercised,  either  on  the  high 
seas  or  within  the  territorial  waters  of  another  state,  since  the  Helvetic  confed- 
eration is  almost  without  means  for  the  direct  arrest  of  the  guilty  ?  In  fine, 
would  not  the  recognition  of  this  new  flag  be  of  a  nature,  in  view  of  commercial 
relations,  to  give  rise  to  difficulties,  either  in  times  of  peace  or  of  war  % 

Such  are  the  main  points  on  which  the  government  of  his  Majesty,  without 
pronouncing  its  decision,  would  attach  importance  to  learning  the  manner  of 
viewing  it  of  the  different  maritime  powers,  and  has  charged  me  to  sound  in 
this  respect  the  disposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is,  I  think,  superfluous  to  add,  that  if  the  questions  put  by  the  Helvetic 
government  to  that  of  the  Emperor  raised  in  the  opinion  of  the  cabinet  of  Wash- 
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ington  other  objections  than  those  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  commanicate 
to  yon,  I  will  be  obliged  to  yon  to  impart  them  to  me,  and  I  will  hasten  to  trans- 
jnit  them  to  his  excellency  M.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distingnished  consideration. 

MONTHOLON. 
Hon.  William  Huntrr, 

Acting  Secretary, 


Mr,  Seward  to  M.  MatuhoUm. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statu, 

Waihington,  July  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  relative  to  a  communication  addressed  by  the  Swiss  government  to  that 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  upon  the  subject  of  the  creation  of  a  Swiss  navy,  and 
at  the  same  time  informing  me  that  the  government  of  France,  before  pronouncing 
its  decision,  have  desired  to  obtain  the  views  of  the  various  maritime  powers 
with  regard  thereto,  and  that  for  this  purpose  you  are  charged  to  ascertain  the 
views  of  this  government  upon  the  subject 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a  similar  communication  to  this 
government  has  been  made  and  reported  by  the  government  of  Switzerland ; 
but  that,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  in  which  we  have  so  long  been  engaged  in 
suppressing  domestic  insurrection,  the  consideration  of  the  subject  has  been 
postponed  until  a  period  more  favorable  for  it. 

I  beg  you  to  assure  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys  that  the  gravity  of  the  question, 
and  the  courtesy  of  tbe  imperial  government  towards  the  United  States  in  re- 
gard to  its  solution,  are  highly  appreciated. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  Marquis  db  Montholon,  4^.,  ^..  Sfc, 
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Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  62.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg^  Russia,  November  14,  1864. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  directions  I  read  to  Prince  Qortchacow  your 
despatch,  and  gave  him  your  two  printed  reports  in  reference  to  the  interconti- 
nental telegraph.  I  also  introduced  to  him  Hiram  Sibley  and  P.  McD.  Collins, 
esquires,  and  asked  an  audience  for  the  same  ^ntlemen  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor.  And  on  yesterday,  at  the  palace  of  Tzarshoe  Leto,  his  Imperial 
Majesty  received  them  with  especial  courtesy,  and  promised  them  his  cordial 
co-operation  in  this  great  enterprise. 

All  the  persons  who  are  connected  with  this  line,  in  the  administration,  have 
been  consulted,  and  seemed  well  disposed  to  give  our  countrymen  all  the  aid  in 
their  power  towards  the  perfection  of  the  charter,  the  rectification  of  the  route, 
and  an  other  facilities  in  its  structure. 

As  our  American  friends  are  very  anxious  to  have  a  branch  of  their  conti- 
nental line  running  into  the  populous  and  wealthy  country  of  China,  I  shall  ask 
of  this  ^vemment  at  once  to  aid  us,  through  their  minister  in  China,  to  pro- 
cure a  charter  there.  Should  this  course  meet  your  views,  you  can  interest  our 
minister,  the  Hon.  A.  Burlingame,  to  co-operate  with  the  Russian  authorities  in 
this  matter. 

The  Russian  Fur  Company  seem  friendly  and  anxious  to  co-operate  with  our 
friends  in  carrying  on  their  work,  and  seem  to  have  also  all  confidence  in  their 
success.  ♦***♦*•* 

I  am  truly  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  63.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  November  22,,  1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  No.  68S  (circular)  is  received,  for  which  I  thank  you. 
I  have  this  morning  telegraphic  news  of  the  re-election  of  A.  Lincoln  as 
President  I  feel  that  our  country  is  now  secure  of  the  future ;  that  slavery 
will  be  abolished,  the  Union  restored,  and  that  we  will  henceforth  take  our  true 
position  in  the  world  as  the  leaders  in  all  liberalism  in  fact,  as  we  have  hereto- 
fore been  in  theory.  •••♦♦•♦ 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  64.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  November  22,  1864. 

Sis  :  To-day  his  Imperial  Hiehneps  the  Grand  Doke  Gonstantine,  who  has 
just  returned  from  abroad,  sent  his  aide  de-camp  to  invite  me  to  make  him  an 
informal  visit.  I  was  received  in  the  most  cordial  manner  and  without  any 
ceremony.  He  said  he  desired  to  thank  me  for  the  good  understanding  which 
existed  between  the  Emperor  and  the  United  States,  which  was  owing  to  my 
good  offices  and  friendship,  and  he  desired  also  in  person  to  return,  through  me, 
his  grateful  appreciation  of  the  cordial  reception  of  the  Russian  fleet  in  America. 
I  replied  that  the  debt  of  gratitude  was  from  us  to  his  Imperial  Majesty;  *  * 
*  *  *  that  our  people  fully  appreciated  this  fact ;  and  though  we  could 
not  rival  Europe,  perhaps,  in  the  magnificence  of  our  public  f&tes,  we  trusted 
that  we  had  not  been  wanting  in  heart.  He  spoke  again  of  how  much  their 
officers  were  gratified;  complimented  our  navy — said  Russia  had  imitated  us 
and  built  ten  monitors ;  that  they  performed  well,  and  would  be  effective  for 
defence  and  offence  against  all  the  nations  bordering  on  the  Baltic.  He  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  tne  monitors,  by  increase  of  bulk,  might  be  successful  as 
sea-going  vessels ;  but  that  caution  was  to  be  used,  and  experience  should  de- 
termine. He  complimented  also  the  gallantry  of  our  naval  officers,  and  especially 
Gommodore  Farragut.  He  then  asked  me  about  our  affietirs.  I  told  him  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  re-elected,  and  that  I  thought  it  would  discourage  the  south, 
and  hasten  and  make  sure  the  restoration  of  the  Union  ;  that  the  exhaustion  of 
the  south  was  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  arming  of  the  slaves  was  freely 
spoken  of;  that  this  was  equivalent  to  a  threat  to  blow  up  the  ship  rather  than 
surrender.  He  said  that  the  blacks  were  treated  with  more  equality  there  than 
in  free  Stajtes,  and  it  did  not  seem  so  certain  that  they  would  abandon  their 
masters.  I  replied  that  the  southern  regard  for  the  negro  and  social  equality 
with  the  blacks  was  only  apparent ;  that  slaves  could  sit  with  the  families  of 
masters  and  be  indulged  in  some  privileges  which  were  denied  them  in  the  north, 
but  that  the  poor  white  of  the  south  was  more  intolerant  of  slave  or  n^ro 
association  than  even  the  northerners ;  that  human  nature  was  about  the  same, 
and  blacks  could  hardly  be  supposed  so  foolish  as  to  fight  against  their  liber- 
ators to  retain  their  wives  and  children  in  slavery. 

The  grand  duke  then  expressed  his  fears  that  a  '*  reconstruction  "  of  hostile 
States  {^r  conquest  would  add  no  strength  to  our  nation.  This  idea  of  diffi- 
culty I  told  him  was  altogether  English  and  European;  that  those  interested  in 
slaves  could  not  be  more  than  one  and  a  half  million  at  the  most  liberal  X^ount ; 
that  all  the  rest,  white  and  black,  were  in  interest  opposed  to  slavery ;  and  that 
we  had  only  to  break  down  the  tjrranny  of  the  rebel  masters,  and  then  we 
found  no  difficulty  in  showing  the  masses  their  true  interests ;  that  as  a  matter 
of  fEu^t  the  reconstructed  States  were  more  loyal  than  many  free  States,  for  they 
had  felt  the  evils  of  slavery  and  secession  more. 

At  these  views  the  grand  duke  seemed  much  gratified,  as  they  evidently  were 
new  to  him,  and  he  seemed  pleased  that  our  future  strength  would  not  be  im- 
paired by  the  rebellion,  for  tne  English  view  prevails  all  over  Europe  that  we 
shall  be  permanently  injured  by  the  war  even  if  the  Union  is  restored,  as  our 
great  resources  are  not  known. 

His  Imperial  Highness  thanked  me  for  the  brochure  account  of  my  reception 
by  the  Russian  fleet,  which  I  had  sent  him ;  and  once  more  wishing  that  our 
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frienclship,  which  "was  based  npon  substantial  interests,"  shonld-be  lasting,  he 
took  leave  of  me.  ♦*♦*♦*♦ 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  108.]  Department  of  State, 

Waskington,  December  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  14th  ultimo. 
No.  62,  giving  an  account  of  your  proceedings  in  carrying  out  the  suggestions 
contained  in  the  instruction  of  the  24th  of  September  last,  No.  85,  and  propos- 
ing that  Mr.  Burlingame  be  instructed  to  co-operate  with  the  Russian  authori- 
ties in  any  efforts  they  may  make  towards  securing  permission  for  the  extension 
of  a  branch  of  the  Collins  overland  telegraph  into  China.  These  proceed- 
ings are  approved,  and  the  courtesy  of  the  Emperor  on  the  occasion  of  the  pre- 
sentation of  Messrs.  Collins  and  Sibley  is  highly  appreciated. 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  addressing  an  instruction  to  Mr.  Burlingame  in  the 
spirit  of  your  proposition. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 

P.  S. — ^I  enclose  a  press  copy  of  my  instruction  to  Mr.  Builingame  of  this 
date. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  110.]  Department  of  State, 

W€uhi7igtony  December  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a  copy  of  an 
order  issued  by  this  department  on  the  17th  instant,  directing  that,  with  the 
exception  of  immigrant  passengers,  no  traveller  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
United  States  without  a  passport  signed  and  vis^d  by  an  American  minister  oi 
consul.  You  will  make  this  fact  known  to  the  Russian  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^n^.,  ifc.,  8fc. 


[Enclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Wa9hingUm,  December  17,  1664. 
The  President  directs  that,  except  immigrant  passengers  directly  entering  an  American 
port  by  sea,  henceforth  no  traveller  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the  United  States  from  a  foreign 
country  without  a  passport.  If  a  citizen,  the  passport  must  be  fVom  this  department,  or  from 
some  United  States  minister  or  consul  abroad ;  ana  if  an  alien,  from  the  competent  authority 
of  his  own  country ;  the  passport  to  be  countersigned  by  a  diplomatic  agent  or  consul  of  tM 
United  States. 
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Thifl  regnlatiMi  is  intended  to  apply  especially  to  penont  proposing  to  come  to  the  UnUed 
States  from  the  neighboring  British  provinces.  Its  observance  will  be  strictlv  enforced 
bj  all  officers,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State 
and  municipal  authorities  are  requested  to  aid  in  its  execution.  It  is  expected,  however, 
that  no  immigrant  passenger,  coming  in  manner  aforesaid,  will  be  obstructed,  or  any  other 
persons  who  may  set  out  on  their  way  hither  before  intolligenoe  of  this  reflation  could  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  reach  the  country  from  which  they  may  have  started. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  112.]  Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  22d  of  November,  No.  64,  has  been  received. 

I  thank  yon  for  the  very  interesting  account  it  contains  of  a  conversation 
with  the  Archduke  Constantino.  It  manifests  mach  sagacity,  and  certainly 
very  friendly  sentiments  towards  the  United  States.  Nevertheless,  the  mis- 
conception of  our  actual  condition  which  it  reveals  makes  me  wish  it  were 
possible  for  him  to  come  out  and  spend  a  few  months  in  America.  I  think  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  us,  and  by  no  means  unprofitable  to  Russia.  I  forbear 
from  specifying  my  reasons.  They  will  readily  occur  to  you,  as  they  would  to 
his  Imperial  Majestv  if  his  thoughts  were  once  turned  in  that  direction.  Of 
one  thing  he  might  be  assured :  that  coming  as  a  guest  of  this  government  he 
'  would  receive  a  cordial  and  most  demonstrative  welcome  by  it  and  by  the 
people. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ifc„  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Cluy  to  Mr.  Seward. 

•   No.  68.]  Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg f  Russia,  January  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  Nos. 
110  and  111,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

I  have  notified  the  Russian  government  of  our  now  requiring  passports  from  all 
visiters  of  the  United  States. 

.    The  department  will  possibly  be  interested  in  the  following  review  of  Rus- 
-— «^n  liberalism : 

'*5.  Serf-emanripation. — Emancipation  began  with  Nicholas  I.  The  freedmen 
we*e  not  numerous,  and  were  styled  "  Paysans  oblieds,"  which  may  be  trans- 
lated into  "  bound  peasants."  They  were  liberated,  but  bound  to  pay  an  annual 
stipend  for  a  term  of  years.  There  was  also  land  given  them  in  the  western 
provinces  on  conditions,  but  all  was  imperfectly  executed.  Alexander  II,  upon 
ascending  the  imperial  throne,  pledged  himself  to  "justice  and  mercy"  in  the 
administration  of  his  empire.  He  has  bravely  and  wisely  redeemed  his  vows, 
by  the  liberation  of  about  22,000,000  of  serfs  in  Russia  and  Poland.  As  the 
plan  of  Nicholas  failed,  perhaps,  because,  having  no  land,  the  serf  was  still  de- 
pendent upon  the  proprietors,  Alexander  gave  each  serf  land,  to  the  amount  of 
about  an  average  of  three  English  acres.  The  setf  paid  the  landlord  about  nine 
roubles,  tj^^,  per  desadne,  (1^  English  acres,)  and  some  personal  service  for  a 
term  of  years.  If  the  land  was  refused,  the  serf  was  free  at  once.  The  govern- 
ment aids  the  serfs  by  loaning  them  money  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  forty- 
nine  years,  when  they  are  fr^  from  further  payment.  ^  t 
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The  qaantitj  of  land,  the  raloe  thereof,  and  the  terms  of  service,  were  deter- 
mined by  commissioners  in  the  several  provinces.  The  proceedings  are  volumi- 
noas,  and  the  results  variant.  This  illustrions  decree  was  passed  by  the 
Emperor  the  17th  Febmary,  1861,  (O.  S.)  It  has  been  bravely  carried  out.  At 
first  there  was  great  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  nobles.  The  limited  service 
was  not  understood  by  the  peasants,  and  many  mutinies  broke  out,  which  were 
often  encouraged  by  the  proprietors,  but  they  were  promptly  put  down  by  the 
army.  The  serfs  were  not  slow  to  find  out  that  the  Emperor  was  their  true 
friend  ;  the  army  sympathized  with  the  government,  and  the  nobles  were  left 
without  the  power  of  resistance.  The  great  fires  in  St.  Petersburg  (1862)  were 
thought  to  be  by  their  instigation,  to  create  a  pauper  and  revolutionary  element. 
The  Emperor  came  in  from  Tzarshot  Leto,  and  without  a  guard,  as  is  bis  cus- 
tom. He  rode  alone  with  the  H^ritier  and  two  aides  de -camp,  and  superintended 
the  suppression  of  the  fires,  and  by  his  courage  extinguished  all  hopes  of  a  suc- 
cessful revolt.  Since  then  the  system  has,  after  a  little  "  vis-inertiae"  at  first, 
worked  well,  and  proprietors  look  for  an  early  recovery  of  their  ancient  revenues. 

2.  Municipal  franchises, — ^These  extend  to  the  economical  expenditures  of  the 
local  administrations,  and  to  the  electioh  of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  so  on. 

3.  }^tw  code  of  laws, — ^The  new  code  of  laws  is  the  result  of  the  work  of  a 
commission  (who  have  studied  all  the  codes  of  the  more  civilized  nations)  re- 
vised by  the  imperial  council.  It  was  promulgated  by  an  ukase  dated  20th 
November,  1864,  (O.  S.) 

There  are  five  tribunaJs :  1.  Justices  of  the  peace,  elected  for  three  years  by 
the  whole  land-holders.  2.  Sessions  of  justices — that  is,  a  number  of  justices, 
forming  a  court  of  appeals  from  the  decision  of  a  single  justice.  3.  Circuit 
courts.  4.  Judicial  chambers.  5.  The  senate  ;  the  highest  court  of  appeal. 
All  but  justices  of  the  peace  are  appointed  by  the  Crown.  The  courts  now  will 
sit  with  open  doors,  verbal  testimony  will  be  allowed,  attorneys  appointed,  and, 
in  criminal  cases,  trial  by  jurors  elected  by  the  people.  These  great  reforms 
are  the  be^ning  of  a  new  era.  Railroads  and  telegraphs  and  manufactures  are 
encouraged.  A  great  future  lies  before  the  nation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D,  C. 


C.  M.  CLAY. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  70.]  Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

St,  Petersburg,  Russia,  January  12-24,  1S65. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  116  and  circular  No.  205  are  received.  The  exe- 
cution of  your  despatch  No.  112  being  left  to  my  discretion,  I  refrained  from 
making  a  formal  invitation  to  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine  through  the  usual 
channel,  the  foreign  department,  thinking  it  best  to  communicate  directly  with 
himself.  So  last  night,  at  a  ball  at  the  Winter  Paface,  I  told  him  that  our  gov- 
ernment had  desired  me  to  say  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them  to  have  him 
yU\i  the  United  States  for  a  few  months — see  our  country  and  our  people.  That  we 
understood  the  coarse  he  had  taken  in  the  liberal  reforms  of  Kussia ;  and  whilst 
we  were  ready  to  honor  all  of  the  imperial  family,  yet  there  seemed  to  be  espe- 
cial propriety  in  selecting  him  as  the  nation's  guest.  That  he  could  dictate  the 
terms  of  the  invitation,  could  make  it  more  formal,  or  come  apparently  of  his 
own  motion  ;  but  that  in  either  case  we  would  give  him  such  an  ovation  as  had 
not  often  been  8ee;n  since  the  fall  of  the  Boman  empire.  r^  t 
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His  Imperial  Highness  seemed  much  gratified  at  our  good  will.  He  said, 
**  Nothing  would  give  him  more  pleasure  thim  to  visit  America ;  that  he  had  al  wava 
desired  to  see  it ;  that  it  had  heen  the  intention  of  his  father,  the  Emperor  Nich- 
olas, to  send  him  there,  but  that  he  had  unfortunately  married  at  about  the  age 
of  nineteen  years ;  that  a  man  should  never  many  till  he  was  twenty-five  or 
thirty ;  that  even  now  he  should  be  glad  to  carry  out  his  original  design,  but 
he  had  lately  been  appointed  the  president  of  the  council  of  the  empire,  the 
duties  of  which  were  important  just  now  ;  and  he  could  not  possibly  be  absent 
He  thanked  me  and  the  government  for  our  kindness,  and  expressed  again  his 
regret  at  not  being  able  to  accept  our  hospitality."  I  urged  him  not  to  decide 
at  once,  but  to  take  time  for  consideration.  He  replied,  "he  could  not  now  alter 
his  resolve  ;  but  that  he  would  not  abandon  forever  the  hope  of  yet  seeing  our 
country,  and  examining  our  navy  for  himself." 

During  the  same  evening  his  Imperial  Majesty  said  to  me  that  his  brother 
had  advised  him  of  our  conversation,  and  that  he  desired  to  return  me  his  thanks 
for  my  amiable  intentions  towards  his  family.  I  replied  that  the  government 
had  left  it  to  my  discretion  how  to  deliver  their  invitation ;  and  that  I  had 
thought  it  best  to  communicate  directly  «vrith  his  imperial  brother.  He  said  I 
was  quite  right ;  but  as  the  grand  duke  had  been  made  president  of  the  coun- 
cil, it  was  impossible  now  to  spare  his  services. 

So  at  present  we  must  rest  content  with  the  result.  I  am  convinced,  how- 
ever, that  the  compliment  is  duly  appreciated,  and  will  forward  that  good  un- 
derstanding between  us,  which  seems  to  be  more  and  more  confirmed  each  year 
of  my  sojourn  at  this  court. 

Mr.  J.  Gurtin  was  presented  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  on  the  first  of  January, 
1865,  O.  8.,  and  addressed  him  in  the  Russian  language.  To  this  fact,  so  rare 
here,  the  Emperor  alluded  last  night,  and  said  Mr.  Gurtin  pronounced  Russian 
like  a  native.  Such  compliments  to  Russian  nationality,  which  is  very  intense, 
are  not  unappreciated  here  by  the  Emperor  or  the  people. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Woihiiigtony  D,  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay, 

No.  121.]  Depabtmknt  of  State, 

Washifigtont  January  24,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  co^  of  your  communication  of 
the  2d  ultimo  to  the  Russian  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Ghinese  telegraph  in  completion  of  Mr.  Gollins's  design  of  the  intercontinental 
line.  You  will,  by  a  perusal  of  my  instruction  of  the  13th  ultimo,  (No.  108,)  have 
confirmed  your  observation  to  Prince  (Jortchacow,  th^  in  your  proceedings 
you  but  anticipated  the  wishes  of  this  government.  \ 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  \ 

WILLIAX  H.  SEWARD. 
,    Gassius  M.  Glay,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^pc.,  ifc.  \ 

^ 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay.  \ 

No.  124.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^shiTigton,  February  7,  1865. 
SlE  :  Your  despatch  of  the  8th  ultimo.  No.  68,  treating  of.  the  emancipation 
of  the  serfs,  and  the  promulgation  by  the  Emperor  oi  a  new  code  of  laws,  has 
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been  received.  These  reforms  are  very  creditable  to  the  govemment  of  Russia, 
and  thej  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to  friends  of  liberty  and  humanity  through- 
out  the  world. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay, 

No.  127.]  t    Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  16th  of  January,  No.  69.    I  shall 
take  great  pleasure  in  communicating  to  the  navy  the  note  of  Vice- Admiral 
Kralbe,  the  Russian  minister  of  marine,  on  the  subject  of  the  monitors. 

Captain  Glisson,  of  the  Saintiago  de  Cuba,  has  just  left  me.  He  was  active 
in  the  two  terrific  and  effective  bombardments  of  Fort  Fisher.  He  speaks*  in 
terms  of  unbounded  admiration  of  the  monitors  which  were  engaged  on  those 
occasions,  and  declares  that  while  some  of  them  have  defects,  not  by  any  means 
irremediable,  yet  that  as  a  class  .those  vessels  are  invaluable  for  purposes  of 
national  defence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  8(c,  ft 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay, 

No.  130.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  12th  (24th)  ultimo.  No.  70,  in 
which  you  inform  me  that  you  had  delivered  to  his  Imperial  Highness  the  Grand 
Duke  Const€mtine  the  invitation  which  you  were  requested  to  convey  to  him 
in  instruction  No.  112.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  express  my  approval  and  com- 
mendation of  the  manner  in  which  you  proceeded  to  comply  with  that  request. 

It  is  very  much  regretted  that  tne  grand  duke  is  unable  to  accept  the  invi- 
tation ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  at  some  future  and  not  distant  time  he  may  find  it 
possible  so  to  honor  the  govemment  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  su:,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Cassics  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ifc,,  4^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Clay  fjo  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  72.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St,  Petersburg,  Russia,  March  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  all  the  correspondence  between  this 
legation  and  the  Russian  govemment  concerning  the  intercontinental  telegraph, 
marked  C  C  C. 

I  am  glad  to  inform  you,  also,  that  the  charter  to  P.  McD.  Collins  &  Co.  has 
(after  long  and  elaborate  specifications  made)  bpen  substantially  agreed  to,  by 
the  representatives  of  the  compan  v  and  the  Russian  government,  as  originally 
approved  by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  in  1863,  and  is  now  the  law  of  .the  land. 
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I  congratulate  yoa  upon  this  auspicious  result,  which  marks  a  new  era  in  the 
intercommunication^  of  the  nations,  and  which  most  greatlj  promote  the  civili* 
zation  of  onr  race,  and  tend  to  bind  all  to  keep  the  peace  of  tne  world./ 
As  soon  as  the  grant  is  formally  reported,  1  will  enclose  you  a  copy  in  Ml. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

P.  8. — ^Mr.  Hiram  Sibley  left  for  Berlin  a  few  days  ago,  and  Mr.  Perry  Mc- 
Donald Collins  will  set  oat  for  the  same  place  to-morrow,  by  whom  I  send  yoa 
this  despatch. 

CLAY. 


CCC. 
Jfr.  Clajf  to  Prince  Oortchaeow* 

No.  57.]  Legation  op  the  TTioted  States, 

8t.  Pet€r$burg,  Russia,  November  20,  (Dee.  2,)  18S4. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  enclose  to  his  excellency  Prince  Gortohacow,  Tice- 
chancellor  and  minister  of  foreign  a£birs,  a  paper  marked  A  A,  b/  Peny  McD.  Collins^ 
esq.,  npon  the  subject  of  a  Chinese  telegraph.  Mr.  Collins,  in  completion  of  his  design  of 
th^intercontinental  telegraph  now  being  built  between  Bossia  and  the  United  States,  de- 
BvM  to  extend  the  Russian  portion  of  the  line  into  China ;  and  at  some  future  time,  peiiiaps, 
into  Japan,  and  other  countries  lying  in  that  direction. 

The  reasons  for  such  extension  are  thet«in  fully  stated,  and  leare  the  undersierned  nothing 
to  add.  He  is  assured  that  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  who  are  the  corporators  laying  the  intercontinental  line,  have  the  pecuniary  means 
to  make  the  Chinese  line  ready,  and  think  they  will  be  able  to  complete  the  said  line  in  one 
year  after  commencing  the  work. 

The  American  minister  feels  that  he  will  but  anticipate  the  wishes  of  his  government  in 
asking  the  co-operation  of  the  imperial  foreign  department  in  procuring  from  the  authorities 
at  Pekin  the  necessary  grants  to  authorize  the  above-named  company  to  undertake  the 
work. 

The  undersigned  has  reason  to  believe  that  England  has  already  sought  to  connect  India 
with  China  by  telegraphic  lines;  and  should  she  succeed,  the  commercial  intelli^nce  of  those 
vast,  populous,  and  wealthy  regions  might  be  permanently  diverted  from  the  Kussian  line, 
which  is  the  natural  route  to  western  Europe. 

The  American  minister  need  not  suggest  to  his  excellency  that  the  interests  of  Russia  and 
America  in  this  project  are  identical,  nor  urg^e  upon  him  the  necessity  of  joining  our  minis- 
ter at  Pekin  in  soliciting  the  necessary  grants  of  power. 

The  American  minister  begs  leave  to  renew  to  Prince  Qortchacow  the  assurance  of  his 
most  distingniished  consideration. 

C.  M.  CLAY. 


AA. 

Mr,  Collins  to  Mr.  Clay, 

St.  Petersburg,  November  16-28,  1864. 
Excellency:  The  progress  of  telegraphs  within  the  last  fifteen  years  has  been  so  emi- 
nently, practically  successful,  that  we  may  assume  that  their  usefulness  has  not  as  yet 
satisfieid  the  wants  of  the  whole  world.    When  some  eight  or  ten  years  since  I  proposed  the 
construction  of  a  telegraph  to  unite  Europe  with  America  across  Asiatic  Russia,  bi^  few 

SBrsons  could  be  found  to  listen  attentively  to  a  plan  that  appeared  so  difficult  of  solution, 
ince  that  time,  however,  the  telegraph  in  natural  development  has  outstripped  even  the 
hopes  of  many  of  its  best  friends,  while  its  enemies  have  been  left  in  utter  dismay.  I  need 
not  recount  to  your  excellency  either  the  history  or  the  progress  of  the  idea  of  telecn^falc 
union  between  Russia  and  the  United  Stat-w,  because  you  &ve  been  a  co-worker  ana  advo 
cate  in  this  great  undertaking. 
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Bdssia,  England,  and  the  United  States  have  united  in  according  o  me  certain  privileges, 
under  which  it  is  hoped,  with  the  aid  of  ready  capital,  to  achieve  telegraphic  union  between 
Europe  and  the  United  States.  In  the  general  plan  as  originally  indicated,  a  line  of  tele- 
graph was  proposed,  branching  from  the  Siberian  telegraph,  at  Kijachta,  and  passing  thence 
Uirough  Pekin  to  Tien  Tsin,  Rankin,  Shanghai,  Amoy  and  Canton,  to  Hong  Kong. 

Passing  over  the  history  of  what  has  been  achieved  within  the  last  three  years,  both  in 
America  and  in  Russia,  we  find  at  this  moment  that  the  telegraph  touches  Kgachta,  continu- 
ously, from  Cape  Clear,  in  Ireland — thus  spanning  the  whole  oreadth  of  Europe,  and  more 
than  half  of  Asia ;  while  on  the  American  side  of  the  world.  Cape  Race  has  been  united  to 
the  Pacific  at  Olympia,  on  Puget's  sound,  more  than  eight  hundred  miles  north  of  San 
Francisco.  Thus  we  have  seen  these  two  converging  systems  from  opposite  sidei  of  the 
world  tending  towards  a  common  centre — India  and  China.  Russia  stretches  her  wires 
towards  the  racific  from  the  west ;  the  United  States  reaches  the  Pacific  from  the  east. 
When  and  where  the  union  of  these  two  forces  shall  take  place  must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
find  a  solution.  Both  systems  need  much  encouragement,  and  all  the  aids  of  commerce,  to 
make  them  remunerative  in  a  commercial  point  of  view.  Tele^phic  contact  with  China 
has  always  been  one  of  the  leading  inducements  in  the  construction  of  an  overland  telegraph 
from  America  to  Europe.  The  commerce  between  China  and  America  on  one  hand,  and 
China  and  Europe  on  the  other,  is  of  gig^tic  proportions  now.  What  will  that  commerce 
be  when  steam  and  telegraph  have  developed  a  tithe  of  its  interior  capabilities?  England  in 
striving  to  unite  India  by  telegraph  has  already  expended  more  than  two  million  pounds, 
and  yet  the  work  is  not  folly  accomplished. «  After  India  has  been  reached,  will  there  not  be 
every  inducement  to  penetrate  into  China  f 

Under  the  grants  and  privileges  of  the  three  powers  over  v^hoee  territory  the  telegraph  has 
to  pass  in  order  to  umte  Europe  with  the  United  States,  a  company  has  been  formed  to  con- 
struct a  line  so  as  to  unite  the  United  States  with  the  Russian  Siberian  telegraph,  and  thus 
Europe  with  America. 

The  actual  construction  of  this  line  on  the  American  side  is  now  being  prosecuted,  and  it 
becomes  necessarv  to  provide  if  possible  for  the  construction  of  a  line  which  shall  unite 
China  with  the  Siberian  telegraph,  and  thus  bring  the  commerce  of  China  up  to  the  Siberian 
line,  and  thus  on  to  Europe  and  America  as  commerce  may  require.  The  construction  of  a 
telegraph  from  Kijachta  to  Pekin,  and  thence  on  through  the  great  commercial  centres  of 
China,  need  not  l>e  discussed  at  any  great  length  in  order  to  prove  its  great  importance, 
commercially  and  pblitically.  Russia  nas  constructed  a  great  extent  of  telegraph  on  from 
the  bordera  of  Europe  into  the  centre  of  northern  Asia,  through  a  country  where  the  local 
business  of  a  telegraph  cannot  be  very  lucrative.  Therefore,  if  by  any  means  great  centres 
of  population  ana  commerce  are  brought  in  contact  with  a  local  non-productive  line,  gpreat 
advantages  must  necessarily  accrue.  Thus,  by  the  construction  of  a  line  from  KijachU  on 
to  Pekin  and  the  commercial  cities  of  China,  a  great  number  of  despatches  would  come  over 
the  whole  extent  of  the  Russian  lines  in  order  to  reach  China,  and,  vice  versa^  Europe ;  and 
when  the  continuation  of  the  Siberian  telegraph  shall  have  come  in  contact  with  the  pro- 
longation of  the  American  system,  the  span  will  have  become  complete,  and  the  whole 
telegraphic  system  of  Russia  will  teem  with  the  commerce  of  the  whole  world,  and  Russia 
wiU  stand  as  the  intermediary  between  Europe  and  America,  uniting  them  with  China  and 
Japan  through  northern  Asia.    Your  excellency  is  well  informed  of  the  wishes  of  our  own 

g)vemment  upon  the  proposition  of  intercontinental  telegraphic  communication  through 
ussia;  consequently,  little  need  be  said  on  that  branch  of  the  question.  It  is  also  well 
known  to  you  what  steps  have  been  taken  and  what  progress  has  been  made  in  regard  to 
the  achievement  of  the  intercontinental  Russian  American  telegraph. 

Under  the  privilege  accorded  me,  a  company  has  been  formed  to  construct  a  line  of  tele- 
graph from  the  United  States  on  to  meet  the  Russian  Siberian  telegraph.  This  company 
nas  provided  sufficient  capital  with  a  view  to  construct  a  line  through  China  to  connect  with 
the  Siberian  line  at  Kijachta.  Negotiations  have  been  commenced  to  procure  the  action  of 
the  Chinese  government,  but  we  do  not  desire  to  proceed  in  this  matter  without  first  notifying 
his  Imperial  Majesty's  government  of  our  intentions,  because  we  desire  above  all  to  be  in 
perfect  accord  with  Russia  in  this  undertaking,  which  is  to  prove  mutuallv  advantageous 
and  beneficial.  Steps  have  been  taken,  and  undoubtedly  our  minister,  the  Hon.  Anson  Bur- 
lingame,  will  be  instructed  in  due  time,  b^  our  government,  to  forward  the  views  of  our 
company  so  as  to  secure  concessions  and  aid  from  the  Chinese  government  with  the  view  of 
uniting  Canton,  via  Pekin,  with  Kijachta.  It  would  be  a  very  great  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion if  the  imperial  government  of  Russia  would  find  it  advisable  to  notify  the  imperial 
minister  at  Pekin  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  and,  if  agreeable  and  advisable,  that  a  joint  effort 
be  made  by  the  Russian  minister  and  the  minister  of  the  United  States  before  the  Pekin 
government  in  view  of  securing  such  rights  and  privileges  as  would  ultimately  lead  to  the 
construction  of  this  proposed  telegraph.  We  think  further  delay  is  now  dangerous,  because 
the  progress  of  telegraphs  has  satisfied  most  inquiring  minds  that  it  is  difficult  to  assign  to 
the  telegraph  very  narrow  limits.  If  this  telegpraph  is  not  quickly  pushed  up  from  southern 
China,  so  as  to  unite  upon  the  Russian  line,  a  new  direction  will  be  fiven  to  European 
contact  with  China,  and  a  line  .will  be  pushed  across  southern  China  to  India,  and  thus  the 
despatches  from  China  will  reach  Europe  by  a  route  avoiding  the  Russian  lines  altogether. 
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ThiB  wonld  be  a  great  misforttme  to  all  concerned,  because  tbe  proBperitj  of  tbe  Rtusiaa 
linea  will  be  so  intimatelj  connected  witb  oors  tbat  both  must  be  affected  from  like  causes, 
and  a  failure  to  secure  the  Chinese  business  would  be  a  very  serious  mistake  on  the  part  of  all 
concerned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  serrant, 

P.  McD.  COLLINS. 
His  Excellencj  C.  M.  Clay, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  tke  United  States  at  St,  Petershurg,  Rmssia. 


CCC. 

Mr  Clay  to  Prince  Oortchacoie, 

No.  60.]  Legation  OF  THE  United  Statcs^ 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  December  6-16,  1864« 

Tbe  undersized  has  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  Prince  CkyrtchacoWf 
Tice-chancellor  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  extract  from  the  London  Times  of 
December  12,  1864.  It  would  seem  so  important  does  England  deem  the  telegraphic  com* 
munication  with  China,  that  a  journal  has  been  establish^  called  the  London  and  China 
telegraph.  That  journal  has  taken  adrantage  of  an  incautious  statement  in  the  St.  Peters- 
burg  Journal,  to  saj  that  no  concession  has  jet  been  made  to  Mr.  Collins  bj  the  Russian 
government,  evidently  with  a  view  to  encourage  the  friends  of  the  English  line  to  persevere 
in  their  China  line ;  which  if  made  in  advance  of  the  Russian  line,  into  that  rich  and  popu- 
lous  country,  will  forever,  perhaps,  divert  the  telegraphic  communication  with  western 
Europe  from  this  empire  to  the  south  of  Europe,  to  tbe  loss  of  millions  of  rubles  to  his  Im- 
perial Majesty's  government,  to  say  nothing  of  the  political  influence  which  England  may 
thus  gain,  to  react  a^in  upon  the  vast  countries  vet  to  be  opened  up  in  a  land  where,  for 
ages,  the  wealth  of  lUl  the  world  has  accumulated. 

The  merchants  of  the  United  States,  whose  interests  are  reciprocally  identified  with  those 
of  Russia  for  all  time  in  this  joint  line,  are  fully  awake  to  the  importance  of  early  and  effi* 
cient  action  in  this  matter,  to  which  the  American  mibister  would  most  respectfully  urge  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  foreign  department. 

Tbe  undersigned  begs  leave  to  reassure  his  excellency  Prince  GiNrtchacow  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

C.  M.  CLAY. 


'  CCC. 

Mr,  Clay  to  Prince  Oortchacow. 

No.  61.]  Legation  op  the  Untteb  States, 

St,  Petersburg,  KussU,  December  19-31,  1864. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  enclose  to  his  excellency  Prince  Grortchacow,  vice-chan- 
cellor and  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  &c.,  copies  of  despatch  No.  108  A,  from  the  Washineton 
government,  and  No.  99  B,  to  the  Hon.  Anson  Burlingame,  the  American  minister  at  Pekin. 

From  these  his  excellency  will  see  that  the  State  Department  fully  indorses  his  previous 
suggestions  to  the  Russian  government  in  respect  to  the  Chinese  telegraph. 

The  American  minister  reassures  Prince  Gortchacow  of  his  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

C.  M.  CLAY. 


CCC. 
Mr*  Clay  to  Prince  Gortehaeoto. 

No.  63.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  Ameiiica« 

St.  Petersburg^  Russia,  January  4-16,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary,  &c.,  of  the  United  States  of  America,  begs 
leave  to  present  to  his  excellency  Prince  Gortchacow,  vice-chancellor  and  minister  of  foreign 
affuirs  to  his  Imperial  Migesty,  &c.,  the  memorandum  of  the  suggestions  mode  in  conversa- 
tion to-day  with  his  excellency  in  regard  to  the  Russian  American  telegraph  grant,  and  which 
bis  excellcncv  Prince  Gortchacow  was  kind  enough  to  request  the  undersigned  to  reduce  to 
'Writing  for  the  use  of  the  council  of  ministers. 
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Tbifl  grant  was  made  to  Perry  McD.  CoIUds  by  the  Siberian  committee,  and  confirmed  by 
liis  Imperial  Majesty  on  the  15-27th  day  of  May,  1863,  and  was  made  conditional  upon  the 
following  stipulations:  '* Finally,  the  Eussian  government  will  not  begin  the  construction 
of  the  intermediate  line  before  yon  (Collins)  will  have  presented  an  act  of  final  formation  of 
your  company  for  the  establishment  of  your  projected  telegraph,  and  likewise  have  proved 
as  to  the  emission  and  sale  of  its  shares  at  least  one-half  of  the  minimum  cost  of  your  pro- 
jected telegraph,  and  the  production  of  a  plan  of  the  direction  of  the  line  finally  selected  and 
approved  by  your  company." 

Mr.  Collins  has  {>roauced  the  proofs  required  by  this  clause ;  which  proofs  are  acknowl- 
edged by  the  imperial  telegraphic  department  to  be  ample  and  satisfactory.  Here,  it  would 
seem  to  the  undersigned,  tnis  whole  transaction  should  have  at  once  been  closed  by  &  single 
declaration  of  the  imperial  government  that  the  con4|tions  of  the  grant  had  been  complied 
with,  and  by  a  simple  reduction,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  of  the  original  grant  to  the 
usual  legal  formulas. 

But  Messrs.  Collins  6&  Sibley  have  been  detained  here  three  months,  awaiting  the  action 
of  the  telegraphic  department.  In  the  mean  time,  the  said  department  has  submitted  to 
Messrs.  Collins  and  Sibley,  the  one  a  director,  the  other  the  president  of  the  companv, 
organized  under  the  gprant  above  named,  a  paper  termed  **Pro|ect  of  agreement*'  for  the 
construction  of  telegraphic  communication  between  Eussia  ana  America,  dated  December 
7-19,  1864,  in  which  twenty-six  propositions  have  been  introduced.  Some  of  these  are  new. 
Some  limit,  and  none  of  them  enlarge,  the  franchises  of  the  original  grant.  But  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  company,  in  a  liberal  spirit,  have  acceded  to  all  of  these  conditions,  except 
the  one  in  reference  to  the  forfeiture  of  privileges,  and  except  the  propositions  involved  in  the 
following  clause  of  the  aforesaid  imperial  grant :  ^*  For  the  encouragement  of  the  company, 
the  government  will  allow  a  deduction  (rebate)  of  forty  per  centum  upon  the  net  pronts  oi 
despatches  transmitted  along  the  Eussian  telegraph  lines  soUly  to  America  aud  back.  Under 
this  clause  the  telegraphic  oepartment  insists  that  the  expenses  of  the  administration  of  the 
whole  telegraphic  system  of  Kussia  shall  be  taken  into  account,  in  order  to  ascertain  "the 
net  profits  of  the  despatches  transmitted  along  the  Eussian  telegraph  lines  solely  to  America 
and  back."  This  mode  of  reckoning  would  deprive  the  company  of  any  "  encouragement" 
whatever,  and  is  utterly  subversive  of  the  language  and  spint  of  the  original  grant,  upon 
the  faithful  performance  of  which  by  his  Majesty's  government,  only,  coum  capitalists  have 
been  induced  to  risk  their  means  upon  this  new  and  hazardous  project. 

To  avoid,  then,  further  loss  of  time  and  useless  discussion,  Messrs.  Collins  and  Sibley  ask 
that  the  original  clause  of  the  imperial  grant  above  named  shall  be  inserted  ver6a<»m  into  the 
present  **  project  of  agreement"  submitted  by  the  department. 

The  American  minister  is  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  neither  the  desire  of  his  Imperial  Majesty 
nor  his  Imperial  Majesty's  ministers  to  depart  from  the  liberal  spirit  which  nas  governed 
them  in  initiating  this  great  work,  in  which  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain 
have  co-operated  so  cordially,  and  which,  though  world-wide  in  its  beneficence,  must  yet 
especially  redound  to  the  interests  of  Eussia. 

H.  Sibley  is  the  president  and  director  of  almost  the  whole  of  the  American  telegraphic 
sjstem,  and  his  services  are  urgently  needed  elsewhere,  and  Perry  McD.  Collins  is  a  director 
in  the  new  company — has  four  vessels,  men,  and  materials  already  on  their  wav  to  the  Pacific 
ocean  to  lay  down  the  telegpraphic  line,  and  his  services  are  all-important  in  the  direction  of 
theprojected  work. 

Tne  American  minister,  therefore,  feels  that  he  can  with  propriety  urge  upon  his  Imperial 
Majesty's  ministers  in  council  speedy  action  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties  concerned. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  express  to  his  excel- 
lency Prince  Gortchacow  his  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration. 

.CM.  CLAY. 


CCC. 

Mr,  day  to  Prince  Oortehaeow, 

No.  64.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Rnesia,  March  1-13,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America,  would  respectfully  inform  his 
excellency  Prince  Gortchacow,  vice-chancellor,  &c.,  that  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  1,  1864,  based  upon  the  Eussian  grant  (No.  820)  to  r.  McD.  CoUins,  esq.,  &  Co.,  to 
build  a  line  of  telegraph  connecting  Russia  and  the  United  States,  and  confirmed  by  his  Im- 
perial &kijesty  May  15-27,  1863,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  required  to  furnish  to  said 
company  a  suitable  vessel  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  line. 

By  reference  to  a  telegram  this  day  received  by  Hiram  Sibley,  esq.,  (a  true  copy  of  which 
is  hereunto'  attached,  marked  B  B, )  his  excellency  will  see  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
being  satisfied  that  said  Collins  &  Co.  have  furnished  the  necessary  evidence  to  the  Eussian 
government  of  the  fulfilment  on  tJieir  part  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them  by  the  said 
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grant  of  the  15-27th  May,  1863,  (No.  820,)  has  ordered  a  steamer  in  the  Pacific  ocean  to  be 
put  at  the  disposition  of  said  company,  in  order  to  carry  out,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
the  stipulations  of  said  act  of  Concfress. 

The  American  plenipotentiary,  therefore,  begs  his  excellency  Prince  Gortchacow  to  gire  on 
order  by  telegraph  to  the  Russian  minister  at  Washington,  or  to  some  other  suitable  person, 
for  the  free  and  friendly  admission  of  the  said  vessel,  and  all  other  ships,  men,  and  materials 
used  by  said  con^any  for  the  construction  of  said  line  into  Sitka  and  otner  Russian  ports  upon 
the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  Ainerican  minister  seizes  the  present  occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency  Prince  (Gort- 
chacow assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

C.  M.  CLAY. 


Prince  GorUhaeow  to  Mr*  Clay, 
[Translation.] 

St.  Petersburg,  March  5,  1865. 

The  undersigned  makes  it  a  duty  to  inform  Mr.  Clay,  enyoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
entiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  he  hastened  to  transmit  the  note  which 


ne  did  him  the  honor  to  address  to  him  on  the  l-13th  March,  1865,  to  the  director  in  chief  of 
the  administration  of  posts  and  telegraphs. 

The  actittff  priry  councillor,  Tolstoy,  has  jnst  informed  him  that  the  American  undertakers 
of  the  estahlishment  of  the  Russo-American  telegn4>h  have  not  yet  signed  the  conventioii 
relatiye  to  that  enterprise. 

Therefore,  the  undersigned  is  not  able  to  answer  at  this  moment  to  the  wish  expressed  by 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  ask  for  the  despatch  to  the  Russiaa 
authorities  of  the  orders  necessary  for  the  reception  of  the  vessels  ana  American  materials 
sent  to  Sitka.  ^ 

He  seizes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Clay  the  assurance  of  his  very  distingoisbed 
sentiments. 

GORTCHACOW. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  73.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  April  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatches  to  132, 
inclnsive. 

The  ''  convention  '^  l^etweon  Messrs.  Sibley  and  Collins  and  the  Russian  gov- 
ernment has  been  signed  and  confirmed  by  the  Emperor,  and  orders  given  for 
the  admission  of  men  and  material  of  the  company  into  the  Russian  possessions ; 
of  all  of  which  I  have  been  officially  notified.  I  will  write  you  further  on  that 
subject  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

%  CM.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  74  ]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  April  5,  ]865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  (A  A)  the  protest  of  Messrs.  Sibley 

and  Collins  in  reference  to  the  telegraphic  grant  of  the  Russian  government, 

together  with  my  note  (B)  to  Prince  Gortchacow.    The  two  papers  will  explain 

the  issues  made.     I  must  say,  however,  that  whilst  I  know  the  constmctiou 
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given  to  the  original  grant  of  May  15, 1863,  O.  S.,  by  the  Russian  government, 
win  not  give  the  company  as  mnch  money  as  the  real  import  of  the  section  17 
would  warrant,  yet  I  oelieve  the  charter  a  good  and  practical  one,  and  therefore 
I  do  not  share  in  the  despondency  of  H.  Sibley,  esq. 

Believing,  however,  that  I  contend  for  his  just  rights,  I  shall  steadily  pursue 
aH  proper  means  to  cause  them  to  be  respected. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hob.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


(A  A.) 


Messrs.  SOtlsfi  tf  tcUins  to  Prince  Gortehaeoto* 

St.  PETEttSBURG,  March  9-21,  18^. 
The  respectfal  and  dutifal  protest  of  Hiram  Siblej  and  P.  McD.  ColliiiB  against  the  decision 
of  the  Bnssian  government  and  the  imperial  telcgp-aph  department  of  Russia,  in  regard 
to  the  remarks  ^ded  to  the  ]7th  section  of  conditions  of  agreement,  signed  and  done  in 
conyention  at  St.  Petersbui^  on  the  9-2l8t  March,  A.  D.  1865,  between  the  director-in-chief 
of  the  department  of  imperial  telegraphs,  his  excellency  J.  Tolstoy,  on  the  part  of  the  im- 
perial government,  and  the  undersigned,  on  the  part  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  of  Rochester,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  United  States  of  America,  under  an 
act  of  the  Siberian  committee,  sanctioned  bv  his  Imperial  Majesty  on  the  15th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1863,  No.  820. 

This  protest  most  respectfully  and  dutifully  showeth,  that  by  the  original  grant.  No.  820, 
cited  above,  M^or  P.  McD.  Collins,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  author- 
ized to  form  a  company  for  the  construction  of  a  telegraph  from  the  mouth  of  the  Amoor  river, 
in  Asiatic  Russia,  to  the  frontiers  of  Russian  America. 

In  this  ori^al  grant  certain  inducements  were  held  out,  in  order  to  encourage  and  effect 
the  formation  of  a  company  for  the  construction  of  said  telegraph,  one  of  which  was  that, 
*Mor  the  encouragement  of  the  undertaking  of  the  company,  the  Russian  government  will 
allow  a  deduction  of  40  per  cent,  upon  the  net  profits  of  despatches  transmitted  along  the 
Russian  telegraph  lines,  solely  to  and  from  America.'*  This  promised  aid  formed  the  loMing 
inducement  in  toe  formation  of  the  company  and  the  subscnptions  to  and  sale  of  its  shares. 
The  words  of  the  grant  No.  820,  as  well  as  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  passage  cited- 
abov%,  now  section  17,  incorporated  in  the  convention*  signed  on  the  9-21st  l^rch,  A.  D. 
1865,  bound  the  imperial  government,  as  the  company  and  the  undersigned  believed,  in 
good  faith,  that  the  *'net  profits  on  despatches  to  aod  from  America"  were  to  be  ascertained 
solely  in  reference  to  American  despatches  passing  over  Russian  government  telegraph  lines. 
Now,  however,  the  imperial  telegraph  department  has  interpreted  the  meaning  of  this  clause, 
as  we  consider,  quite  oifferently.  The  department  of  telegraphs  contend,  in  order  to  reckon 
the  net  profits  of  American  despatches,  that  the  whole  system  of  Russian  telegraphs  must  be 
brought  into  account,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the  whole  administration  of  government  tele- 
graphs must  be  paid  before  the  net  profits  on  American  despatches  can  oe  allowed  to  the 
company.    To  this  mode  of  reckoning  we  cannot  agree. 

We  contend  that  the  cost  and  charges  upon  despatches  to  and  from  America  should  only 
be  reckoned,  and  not  the  gross  sum  of  all  government  telegraphs.  The  company  was  formed 
and  the  capital  raised  upon  the  original  promise  of  the  imperial  government;  England  and 
the  United  States  granted  co-operative  cnarters  upon  tbe  basis  of  the  original  Russian  grant, 
No.  820 ;  the  company  purchased  vessels  and  freighted  them  with  materials ;  engineers  and 
exploring  parties  were  sent  forward,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act 
of  C<mgrees,  furnished  a  steamer  in  aid  of  the  undertaking  of  the  company. 

We  came  to  St.  Petersburg  in  October,  A.  D.  1864,  ana  laid  before  the  director-in-chief  of 
ways  of  public  communications,  General  3felnikoff,  the  proofs  required  in  the  original  grant, 
Ho.  820;  these  proofs  were  acknowledged  to  be  satisfactory  by  the  department,  and  we 
awaited  an  early  response. 

But  after  several  months  of  ineffectual  entreaty  and  correspondence  with  the  imperial  de- 
partinent  of  telegraphs,  we  were  compelled  to  assent  to  its  views,  as  we  believe,  subversive 
of  the  original  grant,  No.  820,  in  regard  to  the  allowance  of  the  40  per  cent,  upon  American 
despatches. 

Our  ships  were  upon  the  sea,  our  eapitid  invested,  the  enterprise  happily  on  foot,  when 
we  found  the  undertaking  must  be  abandoned,  or  submit  to  the  views  gf  the  department  of 
imperial  telegraphs.  Our  views,  and  the  correspondence  upon  this  question  of  40  per  cent, 
encouragement  as  promised  in  the  original  grant,  No.  820,  are  at  great  length  before  the 
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department,  and  conseqnently  it  is  not  deemed  reqnisite  to  repeat  them  here.  We  appealed 
in  yain  against  the  deciBion  of  the  imperial  department  of  telegraphs  as  to  the  remarks  to 
section  17.  We  were  told  by  his  excellency  J.  Tolstoy,  director-in-chief  of  imperii  tele- 
graphs, that  if  we  did  not  sign  the  conditions  with  the  objectionable  remarks  added  to  section 
17,  the  obligations  of  Russia  woold  not  g^uarantee  to  ns  the  constmction  of  our  tele* 
g^ph  under  the  grant  No.  820,  and  that  all  our  rights  under  that  giant  would  be  forfeited, 
and  that  our  capital  and  the  money  already  inyested  must  be  lost,  and  the  construction  of  the 
telegraph  woula  be  given  oyer  to  another  company.  This  we  consider  unjust,  but,  pressed 
by  me  vast  interests  involved,  we  were  oblieed  to  submit  to  his  excellency's  decision. 

We  had  gone  on  in  good  faith,  as  we  believed,  under  the  orinnal  grant.  No.  820.  Our 
capital  was  invested,  and  to  abandon  the  undertaking  under  the  decision  of  the  imperial 
department  of  telegraphs  would  be  the  absolute  destruction  of  the  company  and  loss  of  all 
the  capital  invested.  Therefore,  in  order  to  save  the  company  from  great  loss,  and  the  aban- 
donment of  the  construction  of  the  telegraph,  we  were  forced  to  sign  the  convention,  as  in- 
sisted upon  by  his  excellency  the  chief  of  imperial  telegraphs,  and  resort  to  this  protest  for 
our  protection  and  the  rights  of  the  company  under  the  original  grant.  No.  820. 


Now,  therefore,  ^^  .the  undersigned,  F.  McD.  Collins,  tne  original  grantee  under  the  act 
No.  620,  and  Hiram  8u)ley,  the  president  of  the  W^tem  Union  Telenaph  Company,  in  our 
own  names,  and  as  the  agents  and  representative  of  said  Western  Umon  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, do  hereby  most  respectfully,  and  as  in  duty  iMund,  protest  against  the  actions,  doings, 
and  decisions  of  the  Russian  government,  and  the  imperial  department  of  Russian  telegraphs  ; 
claiming  for  ourselves  and  the  company,  or  to  whomsoever  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the 
original  grant  No.  820  may  appertain,  the  full  force,  meaning,  and  intent  of  said  original 
grant. 

HIRAM  SIBLEY. 
P.  McD.  COLLINS. 
His  Excellency  Prince  Gortchacow, 

Vice-Chancellor  and  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  tfc,  SfC,  8fe, 


B. 

Mr,  Clay  to  Frinee  Oortchacow, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

8t.  Petersburg,  Russia,  March  ^-ApHl  8,  1865. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  Prinze  Gortchacow,  vice- 
chancellor  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  &c,  the  protest  of  Hiraoi 
Sibley  and  Perry  McD.  Collins,  esqs.,  American  citizens, « against  the  construction  of  the 
grant  of  hi^  Imperial  Majesty,  of  the  15th  day  of  May,  1863,  now  put  upon  it  by  the  Riftsian 
authorities. 

The  American  minister  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  his  excellency  Prince  Gortchacow  as- 
surances of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

C.  M.  CLAY. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  143.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  April  20,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  bave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  despatcli  of  the  22d  of  Marcli» 
No.  72  ,wliicli  is  accoropaDied  by  a  copy  of  tbe  correspondence  between  your  lega- 
tion and  the  Enssian  government  concerning  the  intercontinental  telegraph. 

You  also  inform  this  department  that  the  charter  to  P.  McD.  Collins  and 
company  has  been  substantially  agreed  to  by  the  representatives  of  the  com- 
pany and  by  the  government  of  Russia,  as  originally  approved  by  the  Emperor 
Alexander  in  1863.    Your  proceedings  in  relation  thereto  are  fully  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  8fc.,  8fc.,  (Jr.,  Russia. 
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Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  78.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

•  St.  Petersburg,  April  24,  1865. 
Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  yoa  that  this  morning  at  half-past 
twelve  o'clock  his  Imperial  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  Hdritier  died  at  Nice,  of  a 
diseased  spine,  under  which  he  had  been  gradually  sinking.  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Dagmar,  of  Denmark, 
his  affianced  bride,  got  to  Nice  in  time  to  witness  the  last  hours  of  this  amiable 
but  ill-fated  youth.  All  Russia,  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  every  one  who  knew 
this  interesting  voung  man,  lament  most  sincerely  his  untimely  end.  For  my- 
self I  had  added  to  the  respect  which  I  owed  him  as  the  heir  of  a  great  throne 
and  the  son  of  a  noble  father,  the  friendship  which  his  amiability  and  many 
virtues  inspired.  ***** 
I  hiave  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtow,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  147.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  2d  ultimo,  No.  73,  informing  this  department  of  the 
confirmation,  by  the  Emperor,  of  the  convention  between  Messrs.  Sibley  and 
CoUins  and  the  Russian  government,  and  of  the  orders  subsequently  given  for 
the  admission  of  the  men  amd  material  of  the  company  into  the  Russian  posses- 
sions, has  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Ca^ius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  79.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  May  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  know  not  how  to  express  my  grief  for  the  loss  of  our  great  and  good 
President  Lincoln,  and  my  indignation  at  the  crime  of  which  he  is  a  victim. 

I  thank  God  that  you  are  spared  to  us,  and  I  trust  that  our  country  and  the 
nations  will  still  continue  to  reap  the  fruit  of  your  patriotic  labors  and  pacific 
sentiments.  I  enclose  you  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Prince  Gortch- 
acow  and  myself,  and  also  of  the  letters  of  condolence  from  the  diplomatic  corns. 
The  ambassadors  of  France  and  England  called  in  person,  and  those  who  aid 
not  do  so  wrote  letters  full  of  admiration  for  the  virtues  of  the  late  Presi- 
^dent,  and  horror  at  the  crime  of  his  assassination.  His  Imperial  Highness  the 
Grand  Duke  Constantino  sent  his  aide-de-camp,  General  Greigg;  her  Imperial 
Highness  the  Grand  Duchess  Helen  sent  Baron  Rosen,  and  his  Imperial  High- 
ness the  Prince  d'Oldenburgb  called  in  person,  all  to  utter  sentiments  of  sor- 
row  and  sympathy  with  the  American  eovemment  and  people.  A  great  many 
distinguished  Russians  also  expressed  then:  grief  at  our  loss  in  words  and 
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through  tfao  press.  Her  Imperial  Highness  the  Grand  Duchess  Helen,  who 
is  well  yersed  in  the  politics  and  history  of  our  country,  has  invited  me  to  call 
upon  her  informally  on  Saturday,  with  a  view  of  giving  us  further  evidence  of 
her  kind  feelings  for  our  nation  and  its  progressive  cause,  of  which  she  is  an 
admirer. 

These  sentiments  of  esteem  and  saoness  are  gratifying  to  me,  and  such  as 
lead  me  to  the  hope  that  the  martyrdom  of  our  noble  friend  will  at  home  and 
abroad  consecrate  in  the  hearts  of  all  men  the  principles  of  liberty  and  self-got- 
emment  for  which  Lincoln  lived  and  died. 

President  Johnson  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  under  great  difficulties. 
I  like  the  words  of  humility  and  calm  devotion  which  characterize  the  partial 
revelation  of  his  views  at  his  accession  to  office. 

That  which  won  for  Mr.  Lincoln  most  admiration  in  Europe  was  his  mode> 
ration  in  expression  and  firmness  in  action. 

The  new  President,  we  are  told,  proposes  to  retain  the  old  cabinet,  and  we 
trust  the  old  policy  of  peace  with  foreign  nations,  and  magnanimity  in  all  thiogs 
at  home,  consistent  with  thc^  destructiq;i$  of  9lav€ry  and  the  restoration  of  the 
Union, 

The  prayers  of  the  good  of  all  the  world  follow  him  in  his  responsible  task. 

I  beg  you  wOl  lay  this  paper  before  the  President. 

Hoping  to  hear  of  your  and  your  son  Frederick  Seward's  speedy  recovery,  I 
remain  your  most  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


C.  M.  CLAY. 


Primes  Qortchaeow  to  Mr,  Claff, 
[Translation.] 

St.Pet^rsburo,  April  16, 1865. 

Although  the  abeenoe  of  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  obtain 
and'communicate  to  jou  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  which  my  augost  master  would 
have  felt  at  the  news  of  the  fonl  crime  to  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  just 
fallen  a  victim,  and  which  Mr.  Seward  has  barelj  escaped,  I  did  not  wish  to  delay  imtesti^- 
in^  the  lively  and  profound  sympathy  of  the  imperial  cabinet  for  the  federal  govenraient  m 
this  new  trial  which  Providence  bad  reserved  for  it  I  have  asked  our  minister  at  Washing- 
ton to  communicate  it  to  the  Vice-President,  Mr.  Johnson.  Will  your  excellency  transmit 
it  to  him,  together  with  our  sincere  wishes  that  this  abominable  crime  will  not  hinder  the 
projrress  of  the  American  nation  toward  the  establishment  of  the  Union  and  of  peace,  which 
are  the  pledges  of  its  power  and  its  prosperity. 

Will  your  excellency  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  ooa- 
sideration. 

GOETCHACOW. 

C.  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ice.,  8fe.,  8fc, 


Mr.  Claif  to  Prince  Gortekaeow, 

No.  68.]  Legation  of  the  UntteI)  States, 

St,  Petersburg,  Russia,  April  15-27,  1865. 
The  American  minister  has  the  melancholy  duty  to  inform  Prince  Gortchacow,  vice-chsn- 
oellor  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  &.C.,  Ac  (by  telegram  from  C.  F. 
Adams,  esq.,  American  minister  at  London,  received  last  night,)  that  Abraham  Lincoln,^ 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  died  on  the  3-15th,  day  of  April,  instant,  from  a 
wound  received  from  the  hand  of  an  assassin,  whilst  in  his  **1og^"  at  the  theatre.  Secretaiy 
Wm.  H.  Seward  was  thought  to  have  been  mortally  woundea,  in  his  own  house,  the  same 
night.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the  Yice-President,  by  the  death  of  the 
President,  becomes  at  once  his  successor.  Vice-President  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
being  in  Washinp^n,  immediately  entered  iipon  the  duties  of  his  responsible  trust.  The 
n  ndersigned  will  inform  the  Russian  foreifip  department,  at  the  earliest  day,  more  authori- 
tatively of  Mr.  A.  Johnson's  succession  to  ue  presidency.  ^  t 
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The  American  minister  will  be  pardoned  for  expressing  his  deep  abhorrence  of  assassination, 
which,  with  rig^htlj  thinking  men,  no  political  or  personal  motive  can  ever  justify,  and  his 
firm  conviction  that  such  an  ill-timed  blow  never  struck  down  a  better  patriot  or  a  more 
noble,  generous,  and  humane  man  than  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  American  minister  avails  himself  of  this  note  to  say  how  deeply  he  sympathizes  with 
their  Imperial  Majesties  and  the  Russian  people  in  the  afBicting  and  irreparable  loss  of 
their  lale  amiable  and  ilcomplished  Prince,  the  Grand  Duke  Heretier ;  whilst  he  trusts  he 
will  be  allowed  to  mingle  his  personal  condolence  with  a  nation*s  grief  for  one  whom  he 
was  proud  to  have  known^  to  have  xespected  for  his  high  position,  and  yet'  more  to  have 
loved  for  his  many  virtues. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Prince  Gortchacow  tmBUi" 
ancet  of  his  most  distinguished  consideratioB. 

#         C.  M.  CLAY.     ' 


B. 

Tie  Mini$t0r  of  Sweden  and  Norway  to  Mr,  Claif, 

[Tranfllatioii.] 

St.  l^ETERSBCRG,  April  1&-28,  1865. 

Tour  Excellencit:  In  hastening  to  acknowledge  the  sad  communication  by  which 

{our  excellency  has  just  informed  me  of  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
Tnited  States  of  America,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  most  profound  expressions  of  sympathy, 
and  also  of  horror  for  the  foul  deed  which  has  deprived  your  country  and  your  government 
of  their  worthy  and  illustrious  chief. 

I  seize  the  present  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  repeated  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

WEDEL  YARL8BERG, 

MinieUr  of  Sweden  and  Norwajf. 
Mr.  C.  M.  Clay, 

Minuter  of  the  United  StaU$  of  America, 


C. 

Sir  Andrew  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Clay, 

Her  Britannic  Majeott's  Emrasst, 

5c.  Petersburg,  April  28,  1665. 

Sir  Andrew  Buchanan,  her  Britannic  Majestv's  ambassador,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  bv  which  his  excellency  General  C.  M.  Clay,  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  has 
aeoualnted  him  with  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  attempt  which  was  made  at  the  same  time  to  murder  Mr.  William  H.  Sew^ 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  further  informing  him  that,  in  consequence  of  the  former  of  thesa 
distressing  events,  Mr.  A.  Johnson  has  succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the  Union. 

In  thanking  General  Clay  for  this  communication,  Sir  Andrew  Buchanan  begs  leave  to 
expreee  his  sympathy  with  his  excellency  ^d  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  great 
national  calamitv  which  they  have  sustaineo,  while  he  participates  in  the  abhorrence  of  its 
authors,  which  their  atrocious  crime  must  excite  throughout  America  and  the  civilized  world. 

Sir  Andrew  Buchanan  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  General  Clay  tha 
assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 


The  MinifUr  of  Italy  to  Mr,  Clay. 

[Translation.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  20, 1865. 

My  Dear  Colleague  :  I  had  desired  to  offer  yon,  in  person,  my  heartfelt  sympathy,  but 
on  account  of  indispobition  I  am  obliged  to  defer  my  visit. 

In  the  meanwhile  I  know  not  how  I  can  better  interpret  the  sentiments  of  my  ffovemment 
than  in  joining  in  the  sorrow  with  which  your  country  has  been  so  cruelly  stri<3Ken  by  the 
loss  of  her  greatest  citizen  and  most  eminent  statesman. 

The  blo<Kl  of  a  martyr  in  so  noble  a  cause  will  strengthen  the  American  Union,  whose 
power  and  prosperity  have  every  good  wish  of  Italy*  In  renewing  to  you,  my  colleague, 
my  expressions  of  sorrowful  sympathy,  and  in  thanking  you  for  your  communication,  I  have 
the  honor  to  tender  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 
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F. 

T^  Mimister  of  Belgium  to  Mr.  Claff. 
[Translation.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  16-28, 1866. 

The  minister  of  Belg^iom  has  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  n9te  which  his  ezcellenc/ 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  has  had  the  kindness  to  address  him,  in  order  to  inform 
him  of  the  death  of  the  President^f  the  United  States,  A.  Lincoln,  who  was  assassinated  in 
his  hox  at  the  theatre,  in  Washington,  on  3-15th  instant,  as  well  as  of  the  dangerous  wound 
which  menaces  the  life  of  the  Secretary^  of  State,  Mr.  William  H.  Seward. 

It  is  with  an  nnmins^led  feeling  of  horror  that  the  undersigned  has  heard  of  these  cowardlj 
and  foul  attacks,  whicPvirill  cause  an  outburst  of  sorrow,  not  onlv  in  America,  but  in  Europe 
and  the  whole  world,  and  he  joins  in  the  grief  which  cannot  fail  to  be  caused  bj  the  loss  of 
an  eminent  statesman  called  by  hig  fellow-citizens  to  direct  the  destinies  of  bis  country. 

LOEYHE  D^AKDOYE. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Clay. 
No.  149.]  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  May  5,  1865. 
SiE :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  8th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  desire  on  the  part  of  Prince  Qortchacow  to  exclade  from  diplo- 
matic correspondence  the  snoject  of  the  intercontinental  telegraph.    Your  pro- 
ceedings in  connexion  with  this  matter  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ifc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Clay.  ^ 

No.  15C.]  Dbpaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  May  22,  1865. 

Sib  :  On  the  17th  instant  Mr.  de  Stoeckl  read  to  the  President  a  despatch 
(a  copy  of  which  he  left  with  him)  of  the  19th  ultimo,  from  Prince  Gortchacow, 
expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Russian  government  upon  the  assassination  of 
President  Lincoln,  and  its  cordial  wishes  that  this  great  trial  may  not  impede 
the  onward  march  of  the  American  people  towards  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Union. 

I  am  charged  by  the  President  to  request  you  to  convey  to  his  highness,  on 
behalf  of  the  government  and  people  o^the  United  States,  the  most  profound 
acknowledgments  for  the  manifestations  of  sensibility  to  the  great  national 
calamitv  which  find  place  in  that  despatch,  and  for  the  friendly  wishes  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  express. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  81.]  Legation  o'p  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  May  16-28,  1865. 
Sie  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  (marked  A)  of  a  letter  firom 
Prince  Gortchacow  of  this  date,  expressing  the  sentiments  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  in  regard  to  the  death  of  our  late  President  Lincoln,  and  his  thanks 
for  the  courtesy  of  our  naval  authorities  and  other  American  citizens  towards 
the  remains  of  the  late  Grand  Duke  Hdritier.  ugmzeu oy  ^ ww^lw 
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HiB  Imperial  Majesty  also  offers  his  condolence  to  the  family  of  Mrs.  A. 
Lincoln,  and  I  heg  you  will  transmit  to  her  a  copy  of  the  letter. 

There  is  but  one  sentiment  of  indignation  and  grief  at  the  death  of  our 
loved  President  throughout  all  Russia,  shared  alike  by  the  prince  and  the 
peasant. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  despatches  to  150  inclusive. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Prinet^Gortehacow  to  Mr.  Clajf, 
[Translation.] 

8t.  Petersburg,  BSay  16,  1865. 

Mr.  Minister  :  In  informinjf  you,  in  the  name  of  the  imperial  cabinet,  of  the  profound  in 
dignation  excited  by  the  assassination  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  heart- 
fell  sympathy  which  the  American  g^verament  and  people  have  met  with  among  us,  in 
this  their  national  grief,  I  was  certain  of  having  expressed  the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor. 

Scarcely  has  mv  august  master  returned  to  his  dominions,  when  he  orders  me  to  testify  to 
you  his  ffrief  at  this  painful  event  Tried  himself  by  a  wofnl  loss,  which  is  also  a  cause  of 
national  mourning  for  Russia,  the  Emperor  joins  in  the  unanimous  reg^ts  which  encircle 
the  memory  of  the  eminent  statesman,  snatthed  away  so  suddenly  and  in  so  terrible  a  manner 
from  his  noble  career. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  recmests  us,  your  excellency,  to  transmit  to  you,  in  his  name,  the 
assurance  of  his  living  and  deep  sympathy  with  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  with 
his  excellency  President  Johnson. 

I  also  fulfil  the  orders  of  mv  august  master  by  informing  you  how  much  his  Imprrial 
Majesty  has  been  touched  by  the  spontaneous  testimonials  of  respect  which  the  federal  offi- 
cers have  shown  to  the  memory  of  nis  dearly  beloved  son,  during  the  passage  of  the  squad- 
ron bearing  to  Russia  his  mortal  remains. 

I  have  already  communicated  to  the  federal  government  the  thanks  of  his  Imperial  Majes- 
ty, through  bis  representative  at  Washington.    He  asks  of  you  the  favor  to  reiterate  them. 

Be  assured,  your  excellency,  of  my  veiy  distinguished  consideration. 

GORTCHACOW. 

General  Clat,  ^e.,  8fc,,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Clay, 
No.  157.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  29,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  despatcb  of  the  4tli  instant,  No.  79,  has  been  received. 

The  sad  events  which  have  called  it  forth  have  inspired,  universally,  sentiments 
identical  with  those  which  you  have  communicated,  and  they  have  been  expressed 
by  the  great  powers  in  terms  which  do  justice  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live. 

As  yon  were  informed  in  instruction  No.  156,  Mr.  de  Stoeckl  had  already, 
under  the  direction  of  Prince  Qortchacow,  on  behalf  of  the  Emperor,  in  his 
Majesty's  absence,  imparted  4o  the  President  his  own  sentiments,  and  his  pre- 
vision of  the  impression  which  the  tragical  occurrences  would  make  upon  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  and  had  communicated  at  the  same  time  the  friendly  wishes 
of  the  Russian  government  towards  President  Johnson  and  the  American  Union. 
The  manifestations  to  which  your  despatch  refers,  and  the  notes  which  accom- 
pany it,  are  highly  gratifying,  and  I  must  rely  upon  you  to  convey,  on  behalf 
of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  states,  in  fitting  terms,  to  the  dis- 
tinguished functionaries  from  whom  they  have  emanated,  expressions  of  the  grate- 
ful estimation  in  which  they  are  held. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary,  t 

CA88ICS  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc^  4^.,  ^t;.  ugi  izeu uy  ^j ww^iC 
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Mr.  Seioard  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  June  3,  1865. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  jour  kind  letter  of  the  25th  April  last,  in 
which  yon  speak  of  the  future  of  our  country,  and  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your 
suggestions  concerning  the  principles  with  which  we  sKould  be  controlled. 
While  seriously  affected  by  what  vqu  conununicate,  and  while  cordially  agree- 
ing with  you,  I  am  yet  in  too  feeble  a  state  of  health  to  answer  you  otherwise 
than  through  an  amanuensis. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

..  WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
CA88IU8  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ifc,,  igc.^  ifc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  day. 

No.  159.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  12th  ultimo,  No.  80,  relative  to 
the  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  President 
Johnson  occupies  the  presidential  chair. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Ga^sius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  103.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  26,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  16-28th  ultimo.  No.  81,  enclosing  a  translation 
of  a  note  of  the  16th  ultimo  from  Prince  Gortchacow,  expressing  the  sentiments 
of  the  Emperor  in  regard  to  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  and  his  Majesty's 
thanks  for  the  courtesy  of  our  naval  authorities,  and  other  American  citizens, 
to  the  remains  of  the  late  Grand  Duke  Ht^ritier,  has  been  received.  In  reply,  I 
have  to  request  you  to  assure  his  Highness  Prince  Gortchacow  that  the  gen- 
erous and  friendly  sympathies  which  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  is  pleased  to  ex- 
press, through  the  note  adverted  to,  are  in  happy  harmony  with  the  cordial 
relations  which  have  heretofore  existed  between  the  two  nations,  and  which 
have  been  only  strengthened  by  the  events  of  the  civil  commotions  which  have 
just  now  subsided  in  this  country.  * 

I  must  also  request  you  to  assure  Prince  Gortchacow  that  the  bereavement 
which  his  Majesty  and  the  empire  of  Russia  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  the 
Grand  Duke  Hdritier  has  excited  the  most  profound  sympathy  on  the  part  of 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  honors  paid  by 
our  naval  authorities  and  citizens  abroad  to  the  remains  of  the  illustrious  de- 
ceased will  meet  with  universal  approbation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^.,  ^r. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  164.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  Jtdy  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  tranamit  to  you  a  letter  of  condolence  from  the  President  of  the 
•United  States  to  the  Emperor  of  Rassia,  in  answer  to  one  just  received  from 
bis  Majesty,  announcing  to  the  President  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  his  Majesty's  son — his  Imperial  Highness  the  Cesarowitch — at  Nice. 
An  office  copy  of  the  President's  letter  is  dso  enclosed.  You  will  communi- 
cate these  to  the  minister  for  foreign  a£Eisur8,  requesting  him  to  place  the  original 
in  the  hands  of  the  Emperor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^r.,  Russia.  • 


Andrew  Johnson^  President  of  the  United  States  of  America^  to  his  Majesty  Alexander  II,  Em- 
peror and  Amtoerat  of  tUtthe  Rnssias, 

Great  Ain)  Good  Friend  :  I  have  receiyed  the  letter  which  your  Mi^ty  addrMsed  to 
me  on  the  28th  of  April  last,  announckig  the  melancholy  intelli^nce  of  the  decease,  after 
painfol  sufiering,  on  the  12th  of  that  month,  at  Nice,  of  your  Maiesty's  much-loyed  son,  his 
iDiperial  Highness  the  Cesarowitch  and  Hereditaiy  Grand  Duke  Nicholas  Alexandrowitoh. 

Deeply  sympathizing  in  the  grief  into  which  this  afflicting  eyent  has  plunged  yonrMi^esty 
and  your  Majesty's  Imperial  house,  I  offiBr  to  your  Majesty  my  sincere  condolence  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  pray  God  to  have  your  Majesty,  and  your  Miyesty*8  Imperial  Family,  always  in  His 
safe  and  holy  keeping. 

Written  at  Washington,  this  foorteentk  day  of  Jnly,  in  the  year  of  our  Lotd  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-fiye. 
Your  good  friend, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President : 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.]  * 

No.  86.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

St,  Petersburg,  Russia,  September  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatches  to  No.  166  inclusive,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  letters  of  the  Union  Telegraph  Company  to  yourself  and  to  M. 

Tolstoy,  the  chief  of  the  Russian  telegraph  department. 

r  •  .      •  •  #  • 

I  am,  truly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C, 


C.  M.  CLAY. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay, 
No.  170.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  t'epiember  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  18th  of  last  month.  No.  84,  giving  your  views 
upon  the  requirements  of  our  present  phase  in  the  reorganization  of  domestic 
amtirs,  has  just  reached  me,  and  I  shall  not  &il  to  submit  it  to  the  President. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc,.  ifc. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  171.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

WashinjB;ton,  October  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24tb  of  Au- 
gust, transmitting  a  copy,  in  Russian  and  English,  of  the  convention  of  the 
9>21st  of  March,  agreed  upon  by  the  Russian  telegraph  department  and 
Messrs.  Sibley  and  Collins,  acting  on  behaJf  of  tlje  American  Western  Union  Tel- 
egraph Company.  I  shall  cause  the  English  text  to  be  published  without 
delay. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M^.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  172.  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  2,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  5th  ultimo,  No.  86,  relative  to 
the  misunderstanding  existing  between  the  Russian  government  and .  the  agent 
of  the  American  Union  Telegraph  Company,  in  regard  to  the  construction  to 
be  placed  upon  the  charter  obtained  from  the  Russian  authorities.  *  *  •  * 
The  details  of  the  matter  are  left  to  your  discretion,  but  it  is  expected  that  you 
will  give  it  your  careful  attention. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^Ci  4^.,  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Cluy. 

No.  179.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  29th  of  October,  No.  91,  has  been  received.  It 
presents  certain  views  concerning  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  you  deem  necessary  to  be  effected  preliminary  to  an 
admission  of  representatives  of  the  insurgent  States  into  Congress,  p 

The  despatch  closes  with  an  earnest  request  that  it  may  be  laid  before  the 
President.  I  have  complied  with  this  request.  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion 
to  say  a  word  upon  requests  of  that  kind  which  are  found  in  your  despatch,  as 
well  as  in  those  of  others  of  our  representatives  abroad. 

The  practice  of  this  department  is  to  submit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  his  perusal,  all  despatches  which  emanate  from  it  to  foreign  countries, 
and  which  treat  of  any  matter  of  a  political  nature,  domestic  or  foreign,  whether 
they  relate  to  personal  interests  of  the  representative  or  otherwise.  -The  prac- 
tice in  regard  to  despatches  received  from  our  representatives  in  foreign  coun- 
tries is  to  submit  all  that  relates  to  questions  of  the  character  I  have  named  to 
the  President  for  his  consideration.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  President  to  deter- 
mine for  himself  which  of  the  multitude  of  such  despatches  he  can  personally 
examine  compatibly  with  the  multiplicity  and  variety  of  his  official  engagements. 
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A  request  by  a  minister  that  a  particular  despatcli  shall  be  laid  before  the  Pres- 
ident seems  to  imply  that,  without  such  a  request  being  made,  important  inter- 
ests or  measures  might  be  withheld  from  his  knowledge. 

The  President  will  be  pleased  if  our  ministers  abroad  will  leave  to  him  entire 
freedom  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Oassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


RUSSIAN   LEGATION. 

Mr.  Stoeckl  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Imperial  Legation  of  Russia  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  November  25 — December  7, 1864. 

Mr.  Secretary  op  State  :  At  the  interview  which  I  had  yesterday  the 
honor  to  have  with  you,  you  had  the  kindness  to  authorize  me  to  ask  some  ex- 
planations on  the  subject  of  the  export  of  cotton  from  the  insurgent  States.  In 
the  regulation  on  this  subject  it  is  said  that  the  federal  government  will  grant 
permits  to  persons  who  wish  to  buy  cotton  to  pass  the  lines,  either  to  enter  the 
insurgent  States  or  to  leave  them.  Will  the  same  facility  be  accorded  to 
agents  of  Russian  manufactm-ers  ? 

In  the  same  regulation  it  is  stipulated  that  the  cotton  purchased  at  the 
south,  and  carried  into  territory  occupied  by  federal  troops,  can  only  be  sold 
to  agents  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  who  will  have  the  privilege 
of  reselling  to  individuals.  If,  under  these  conditions,  a  Russian  subject  buys 
cotton,  can  he  claim,  of  right,  that  this  cotton  shall  be  resold  to  him  after  having 
paid  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  profit  to  the  federal  government  ? 

I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  the  Secretary  of  State  if  he  will  give  me  ex- 
planations on  these  two  points,  so  that  I  may  transmit  them  to  my  government 
in  communicating  to  it  the  measures  which  bave  been  adopted  by  the  federal 
government  upon  the  export  of  cotton. 

Please  to  accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  very 
high  consideration. 

STOECKL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Stoeckl. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  25th 
of  November,  (7th  of  December,)  making  inquiry  concerning  privileges  granted 
under  treasury  regulations  in  regard  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  cotton  ;  and, 
in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  it  is  understood  that  those  regulations  are  not  in- 
tended to  make  discriminations  between  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
aliens  domiciled  therein,  who  have  not  violated  their  obligations  as  neutrals  in 
the  existing  civil  commotions  in  this  country. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  Edward  de  Stoeckl,  8fc.,  Sfc.,  Spc.  r^  i 
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[Commnnicated  by  the  Russian  legation  May  17,  1865.] 

Prince  GorUkacme  to  M,  de  Stoeckl, 

[Translation.] 

St.  Petersburg,  April  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  telegn^li  has  brought  ns  the  news  of  the  double  crime  of  which  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  fallen  a  yictim  and  Mr.  Seward  barely  escaped. 

The  blow  which  has  struck  Mr.  Lincoln,  at  the  yeiy  moment  when  he  seemed  about  to  har- 
yest  the  fruits  of  his  energy  and  perseverance,  has  been  deeply  felt  in  Bussia. 

Because  of  the  absence  of  the  JElmperor,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  receive  and  to  transmit 
to  you  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  his  Imperial  Majesty.  Being  acquainted,  never- 
theless, with  those  which  our  august  master  entertains  towards  the  Uuit^  States  of  America, 
it  is  easy  for  me  to  realize  in  advance  the  impression  which  the  news  of  this  odious  crime  will 
cause  his  Imperial  Majesty  to  experience. 

I  have  hastened  to  testify  to  General  Clay  the  earnest  and  cordial  sympathy  of  the  imperial 
cabinet  with  the  federal  government. 

Please  to  express  this  m  the  warmest  terms  to  President  Johnson,  adding  thereto  our  most 
sincere  wishes  that  this  new  and  gprievous  trial  may  not  impede  the  onward  march  of  the 
American  people  towards  the  re-establishment  of  the  Union,  and  of  that  concord  which  are 
the  sources  of  its  power  and  of  its  prosperity. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

GORTCHACOW. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Stoeckl. 

[For  reply  to  the  above  communication  see  despatch  of  May  22  to  Mr.  Clay,  No.  156.  ] 
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Mr,  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  155.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Nothing  could  do  more  to  Bilence  cavillers  oa  this  side  than  the  re-election  of  the 
President. 

The  moral  impression  produced  bj  the  spectacle  of  an  orderly  and  free  elec- 
tion in  the  heat  of  a  great  war  does  more  for  us  than  any  triumphs  in  the  field. 
The  value  to  us  of  the  political  lesson  it  teaches  to  those  in  Europe  who  have 
seen  in  the  apparently  confused  and  conflicting  warfare  of  opinion  among  the 
press  and  public  men  of  the  loyal  States  only  the  discord  of  a  Babel  is  not 
to  be  overestimated. 

The  civil  and  military  prestige  of  the  nation  is  to-day  at  a  greater  height 
than  it  ever  was.  ***** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr,  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  157.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  March  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  despatches, 
Nos.  196  to  212,  inclusive. 

The  lapid  march  of  military  events  since  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  culminating  in 
the  reduction  of  South  Carolina,  has  quite  disabled  hostile  criticism  on  this  side, 
and  destroyed  the  hopes  of  our  transatlantic  enemies.  It  has  at  last  come  to 
be  believed,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  universally,  that  the  utter  destruction  of  the  re- 
bellion is  secured,  and  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  to  rise  from 
the  contest  more  powerful  than  ever.  This  belief  is,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
accompanied  by  a  serious  apprehension  that  we  only  wait  the  final  close  of  the 
war  at  home  to  turn  our  victorious  arms  upon  Europe.  It  is  singular  to  see  to 
what  extent  this  view  has  taken  possession  of  the  conservative  mind  of  Europe. 
<*  The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursueth." 

The  Queen  mother,  sister  of  the  late  Emperor  Nicholas  of  Russia,  died  on 
the  Ist  of  March.  Her  funeral  will  be  celebrated  here  with  great  pomp  on  the 
17th  instant 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


388  DDPLOBiATIC   COEEESPONDENCE. 

Mr,  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  159.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  March  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, No.  213. 

The  fleet  of  Admiral  Goldsborongh,  to  which  you  refer,  will  not  find  much  to 
do  in  European  waters  except  to  show  itself,  and  I  hardly  know  at  whai  point 
the  show  will  be  welcomed  or  useful. 

From  all  accounts,  it  would  appear  that  Annan's  iron-clads  are  afflicted  with 
the  weakness  which  besets  that  class  of  vessels,  and  incur  great  danger  of  going 
to  the  bottom  whenever  they  put  to  sea.  As  blockade-breakers  their  occupation 
is  gone ;  and  for  general  piratical  service,  like  that  performed  by  the  Alaoama, 
they  are  not  adapted. 

Affairs  are  very  quiet  in  Europe,  with  the  exception  of  the  unusual  agitation 
of  questions  relating  to  the  Catholic  church,  especially  in  regard  to  the  present 
transition  state  of  the  temporal  power.  But  there  is  no  fear  of  disturbing  politi- 
cal results,  since  that  body  is  the  great  police  agent  of  Europe,  and  is  held  in  high 
estimation  in  its  exercise  of  this  function. 

The  Roman  chiurch  will  not  fail  to  gel  a  temporal  protection,  notwithstanding 
its  irascible  attitude,  in  compensation  for  the  support  it  yields  to  dynastic  rule. 
It  is  a  very  troublesome  friend,  but  a  still  more  troublesome  enemy,  as  France 
especially  finds. 

The  wonderful  anomaly  of  an  Italian  priest  pretending  to  temporal  sway  at 
home  and  spiritual  sway  all  over  the  world  is  naturally  productive  of  agitations 
at  all  times,  and,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  will  continue  to  be  so  till  great 
moral  or  political  changes  shall  put  an  end  to  the  absurdity.  Just  now  it  so 
happens  that  the  slight  danger  of  such  a  change,  in  the  absence  of  more  potential 
influences,  colors  European  politics  in  a  very  perceptible  degree. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  219.]  Department  ok  State, 

Washington,  Ajfril  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  15th  of  March,  No.  157,  has  been  received. 
The  reaction  of  European  opinion  in  regard  to  the  United  States,  which  you 
have  announced  as  having  begun  with  the  success  of  Major  General  Sherman's 
campaign,  will  doubtlessly  be  accelerated  by  the  intelligence  which  I  have  now 
the  pleasure  to  communicate,  that  Petersburg  and  Richmond  this  morning  yielded 
before  the  advance  of  Lieutenant  6enei*al  Grant. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ifc,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No.  161.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  April  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
I3th  of  March,  No.  215,  together  with  the  accompanying  highly  curious  and  in- 
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teresting  exposition  of  the  failing  condition  of  the  slaveholders'  rebellion;  also 
your  despatch  of  the  21  at  of  March,  No.  216. 

The  current  of  opinion  in  Europe  changed  decisively  in  regard  to  the  proba- 
ble results  of  our  conflict  when  Greneral  Sherman  took  Atlanta,  as  I  then  had  the 
honor  to  report.  From  that  time  until  now,  the  hopes  of  our  enemies  here  have 
been  growing  feebler  and  feebler,  until  we  no  longer  hear  any  expression  of 
them.  If  this  exposition  be  anything  near  the  truth,-  the  reason  for  this  silence 
is  manifest.  The  emissaries  of  the  rebellion  in  Europe  should  know  the  sub- 
stantial truth  in  regard  to  its  condition,  and  it  would  seem  that  nothing  but  a 
profound  conviction  that  it  was  near  its  end  can  account  for  their  failure  even 
to  boast — ^a  faculty  which  with  them  must  be  the  last  to  die,  for  its  vigor  has 

been  trained  by  a  practice  such  as  the  world  has  seldom  witnessed. 
####### 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Pike. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  21,  1865. 
Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  the  5th  instant.  No.  161,  concerning  public  opinion  in 
Europe  as  to  the  result  of  our  civil  war,  and  enclosing  an  interesting  item  from 
Gali^ani  relative  to  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall,  has  been  received. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  8fc.,  ^.,  igc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  163.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  April  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  horrible  news  of  to-day  by  telegraph,  after  tw^  weeks  of  rejoicing, 
orerwhelms  me  so  completely  that  I  find  myself  wholly  unable  to  do  more  than 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos.  217  to  224,  inclusive. 

With  the  profoundest  emotions  of  sympathy,  and  the  most  agonizing  appre- 
hensions for  your  own  condition,  I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  164.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  despatch  of  F.  W. 
Seward,  Acting  Secretary,  No.  225 ;  of  your  despatches  of  April  17  and  18,  Nos. 
226  and  227,  and  of  your  letter  of  AprU  17.  ^,y,^i^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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The  announcement  of  the  aBBassination  of  the  President,  the  news  of  which 
reached  here  last  week,  fills  me  with  profound  emotion.  The  dreadM  suspense 
we  were  in,  for  many  days,  in  regard  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Assistant 
Secretary,  is  happily  removed  by  this  mail.  The  tenor  of  our  first  advices  was 
such  that  we  had  not  dared  to  hope  for  the  recovery  of  Mr.  Seward,  while  we  had 
taken  for  granted  that  the  Assistant  Secretary  was  no  longer  among  the  living. 
It  is  an  inexpressible  relief  to  receive  the  assurance  that  the  lives  of  both  are 
saved. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  department  a  copy  of  Gralignani's  Messenger,  contain- 
ing one  day's  summary  of  the  public  commentary  upon  the  hideous  crimes  com- 
mitted by  the  assassins,  which  is  but  one  of  a  series  of  the  same  character. 
By  this  record  you  may,  in  some  measure,  judge  of  the  violent  shock  these  mon- 
strous assassinations  have  given  to  the  European  public.  It  would  be  difficult 
for  me  to  exaggerate  it  by  any  description  I  could  give. 

I  have  been  called  upon  by  numerous  gentlemen  of  high  political  distinction, 
among  them  the  ministers  of  foreign  afiairs,  who  have  desired  to  manifest  their  sym- 
pathy with  the  government  in  its  distress ;  to  bear  their  testimony  to  the  pore 
and  lofty  character  of  the  deceased  President,  and  to  express  the  universal 
horror  and  indignation  at  the  foul  deeds  which  have  at  once  robbed  the  nation 
of  its  head  and  daringly  put  in  imminent  peril  the  life  of  his  first  cabinet  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  W.  HUNTEB, 

Acting  Secretary  ^  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  165.]  United  States  Legation, 

TAe  Hague,  May  4,  1865. 

Sir:  Yesterday  the  second  chamber  of  the  national  legislature,  the  only' 
branch  now  in  session,  passed  resolutions  instructing  the  ministers  of  foreiga 
afiairs  to  communicate  to  the  cabinet  at  Washington  their  sense  of  the  great  loss 
sustained  by  the  United  States  in  the  death  of  the  President,  to  tender  them  the 
sympathy  of  the  chamber,  and  to  express  their  horror  and  detestation  of  die 
foul  crimes  by  which  the  President's  life  has  been  terminated  and  that  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  endangered. 

These  resolutions  were  supported  in  debate  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affiurs 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  by  M.  Van  Zuylen  on  the  part  of  the  opposition, 
and  were  unanimously  carried. 

To-day  the  minister  of  foi*eiffn  a£^irs  has  called  and  communicated  to  me  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  second  chamber,  and  requested  me  to  transmit  it  to  die 
government  at  Washington ;  and  to  add  that  nowhere  in  Europe  has  there  been 
a  profounder  emotion  felt  than  in  Holland  over  the  awful  tragedy  enacted  in 
the  United  States,  and  nowhere  can  its  condemnation  be  more  heartfelt  and 
unanimous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^th  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  236.]  DBPARTMENy  OF  State, 

Washington,  May  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  No.  163,  and  felici- 
tate myself  upon  heiug  able  to  inform  you  of  the  improved  health  of  both  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  his  son,  the  Assistant  Secretary. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ^.,  4«.»  ^. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  166.J  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  17,  1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  the 
21st,  22d,  24th,  and  28th  of  April,  Nob.  228,  229,  230,  and  one  not  numbered ; 
also  your  two  despatches  of  May  2,  Nos.  230  and  231,  (also  No.  232,)  the 
latter  containing  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  continued  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  rapid  progress  of  military  events  during  the  month  of  April  has  taken 
everybody  by  surprise  for  their  remarkable  completeness.  Europe  views  our 
final  triumphant  successes  with  the  liveliest  interest.  They  have  alike  dis- 
appointed the  hopes  and  falsified  the  confident  predictions  of  the  ruling  classes 
here,  with  few  exceptions.  The  question  now  uppermost  with  all  is,  **  What 
will  become  of  the  intrusive  emperor  of  Mexico?" 

On  the  reception  of  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Johnston  with  the  remaining 
forces  of  the  rebellion  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of 
which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Cremers. 

United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  joxa  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  insurrection  which  has  for  some  time 
past  existed  in  the  southern  States  of  the  Union  has  been  finally  quelled,  and  that  the  so- 
called  confederate  {i^Temment  has  ceased  to  exercise  or  possess  any  controlling  authority  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States.  Its  seat  of  eoremment  has  been  seized,  its  armies  have  been 
destroyed  or  captured,  its  military  and  civil  officers  are  prisoners  or  fugitives. 

It  is  under  these  circumstances  that  I  beg  to  suggest  to  your  excellency  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  orders  heretofore  given  to  the  Netherland  colonial  authorities  to  ^rant  certain 
privileges  to  vessels  sailing  under  the  so-called  confederate  flag,  and  the  usefulness  of  in- 
structing those  authorities  to  regard  all  vessels  making  use  of  this  flag  in  future  as  pirates. 

You  will  allow  me  to  observe  that  this  suggestion  nas  a  direct  practical  bearing  upon  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  at  this  moment,  inasmuch  as  an  iron-clad  steamer  called  the 
Stonewall  lately  left  Europe  on  a  tour  of  depredation  upon  American  commerce,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  now  in  the  West  India  s6as,  unaer  the  confederate  flae. 

I  beg,  at  the  same  time,  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  proclamation  of  the  late 
President  Lincoln,  issued  on  the  1 1th  of  April  last,  in  which  he  eave  notice  that  the  United 
States  considered  the  time  had  arrived  when  they  were  entitled  to  claim  the  same  friendly 
rights  and  hospitalities  for  their  naval  vessels  in  foreign  ports  which  they  themselves  are 
wilUne  to  concede  to  those  of  all  maritime  nations,  but  which  have  been  refused  in  many 
cases  during  the  progress  of  the  slaveholders'  rebellion. 

I  avail  myself  or  the  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

J.  S.  PIKE. 

His  Excellency  E.  Cremers, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs .  •  ><-^  t 
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Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Pike, 

No.  237.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  19,  1865. 
Your  despatch  of  the  4th  iDstant,  No.  165,  was  received  yesterday.  Almost 
simultaneously  came  a  note  from  Mr.  Van  Limburg,  in  which,  pursuant  to  in- 
structions from  the  King,  he  informed  me  of  the  action  and  sentiments  of  his  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  assassination  of  the  President  and  the  attempt  upon  Mr. 
Seward's  life;  and  I  have,  in  reply,  requested  him  to  make  known  to  his 
Majesty  and  the  government  of  the  Netherlands  the  grateful  sense  entertained 
here  of  the  significant  manifestations  of  sympathy  and  friendship  to  which  your 
despatch  relates. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^v.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  167.J  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  reply  of  this  government  to  the 
request  made  by  me  on  the  15th  instant,  of  which  I  have  already  in  my  last 
furnished  you  a  copy,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  this  government,  if  one  of 
the  first  to  grant  hospitality  to  the  cruisers  of  the  insurgent  States,  is  now  prompt 
to  withdraw  the  belligerent  rights  accorded  by  it  to  the  rebels  in  1861. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  despatches  of  May  8,  Nos.  233 
and  234,  with  the  enclosures,  which  will  receive  the  proper  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Cremers  to  Mr.  Pike, 
[Translation.  ] 

The  Hague.  May  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  By  your  official  note  of  the  15th  of  this  month  you  have  requested  in  the  name  of 
your  government,  that  that  of  the  Netherlands  would  withdraw  from  vessels  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  self-styled  Confederate  States  certain  privileges  which  had  previously  been  accorded 
to  them ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  von  call  my  attention  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  dated  the  11th  April  last,  claiming,  in  favor  of  vessels  of  the  republic, 
the  same  friendly  treatment,  and  the  same  rights  in  foreign  ports,  that  your  government  is 
ready  to  accord  to  vessels  of  all  maritime  nations. 

In  answer,  I  have  the  honor  to  brin^  to  your  knowledge  that  the  government  of  the  Nether  • 
lands,  which  has  always  followed  with  the  greatest  interest  the  events  which  have  occurred 
in  America  during  late  years,  telicitates  itself  on  perceiving  the  approach  of  the  end  of  the 
terrible  strife  which  has  so  long  desolated  the  United  States,  and  on  witnessing  the  arms  of 
the  federal  government  crowned  with  success. 

The  motives  which  guided  the  cabinet  of  The  Hague  in  recognizing,  in  1861,  in  the  seces- 
sionists the  rights  of  belligerents,  and  which  have  been  developed  in  the  communications 
from  the  department  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  17th  September  ana  14th  December,  1861,  and 
14  th  April,  1862,  existing  no  longer  now,  I  hasten  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  the  King*s  gov- 
ernment believes  it  can  now  withdraw  the  aforesaid  rights  from  said  States,  and  that  Uieir 
armed  vessels  shall  cease  from  this  time,  by  a  consequence  flowing  out  of  this  fact,  to  be 
admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands  as  soon  as  the  necessary  instructions  for  this  pur- 
pose can  be  transmitted  to  the  proper  authorities  by  my  colleague  for  the  colonies. 
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At  the  same  time  the  g^yemment  of  the  Netherlands,  in  acceding  so  promptly  to  the  desire 
manifested  by  that  of  the  United  States,  cherishes  the  hope  that  the  cabinet  at  Washington 
will  readiij,  so  far  as  relates  to  Netherlands  merchant  vessels,  no  longer  exercise  the  rights  of 
war,  such  as  those  of  search  and  of  blockade. 

In  what  relates  to  the  second  point  mentioned  in  your  official  note,  I  take  the  liberty,  sir, 
to  remind  you  that  already,  under  date  of  30th  December,  1861,  you  were  informed  by  the 
department  for  foreign  affairs  that  the  anterior  instructions  relative  to  the  admission  of  the 
ships-of-war  of  the  northern  and  the  southern  States  into  the  ports  of  the  Netherlands  had 
been  modified  in  the  sense,  that  thenceforward  those  vessels  might  sojourn  therein  without 
limitation  of  time  and  might  load  coal  without  limitation  of  quantity. 

The  restrictions  elsewhere  applied  to  the  admission  and  smoum  of  American  vessels-of-war 
in  foreign  ports,  therefore,  do  not  exist  in  those  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  views  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  this  relation  are  accomplished. 

Please  accept,  sir,  the  fresn  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

£.  CREMERS. 

Mr.  Pike,  Minister  Resident,  ifc,  ^c„  ife. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  168]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  bad  an  audience  of  the  King  on  Saturday  last,  the  27th  instant,  and 
delivered  to  him  the  letter  of  condolence  of  the  President  He  expressed  him- 
self gratified  with  this  mark  of  sympathy. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  the  16th  of  May, 
Nos.  234  and  235,  the  latter  covering  copies  of  the  President's  proclamation  in 
regard  to  insurgent  cruisers.  One  of  these  copies  I  have  communicated  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affiurs. 

So  far  as  I  can  judge  by  indications  within  the  circle  of  my  personal  experi- 
ence, the  sympathy  of  the  ruling  classes  in  Europe  remains  with  the  defeated 
rebels,  and  our  successes  are  regarded  with  impatience  and  irritation.  The  per- 
sonal fate  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  seems  to  interest  them  deeply. 

The  triumph  of  our  political  system  in  this  contest  is  felt  to  be  a  grievous 
blow  to  legitimacy.  It  has  felt  great  confidence  during  the  last  four  years  that 
the  attempt  at  an  organized  democracy  in  America  was  a  failure,  and  that  it  had 
before  it  the  prospect  of  a  protracted  cycle  of  political  quiet.  The  concluding 
events  of  the  war  have  changed  all  this,  and  the  disappointment  thereby  oc- 
casioned is  but  ill-concealed  by  its  representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  W.  HUNTEE, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  240.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  3d  ultimo,  No.  164,  expressing 
your  relief  upon  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  Mr.  Seward 
and  his  son,  and  relating  the  effect  of  this  horrid  crime  upon  the  European  public, 
and  informing  me  of  the  expressions  of  abhorrence  of  the  deed  and  sympathy 
with  its  victims  which  have  been  communicated  to  you  by  numerous  gentlemen 
of  high  political  distinction.  It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  the  government  and 
people  of  the  United  States  to  learn  that  public  opinion  in  Europe  is  with  them 
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in  their  sorrow.     I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  learn  of  the  con- 
Talescence  of  Mr.  Seward,  and  the  improved  health  of  his  son. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  AcHng  Saretary. 
Jambs  S.  Pikb,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  241.]  Department  of  State, 

Washifigton,  June  3, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  17th  ultimo,  No.  166,  together  with 
a  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the 
reception  of  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  the  remaining  military  forces  of  the 
insurgents,  and  it  is  fullv  approved  by  this  department 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc,  Sfc 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  243.]  Departmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  25th  of  May, 
No.  167,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  an  official  note  addressed  to  yoa 
by  the  government  of  the  Netherhmds,  announcing  the  withdrawal  of  belligerent 
rights  accorded  by  it  to  the  insurgents  in  1861.  The  conclusion  of  the  Dutch 
government  is  what  might  have  been  expected,  such  a  result  having  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  l^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  169.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  June  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  the  19th,  22d, 
and  30th  of  May,  Nos.  237,  238,  and  239,  together  with  two  proclamations  of 
the  President,  referred  to  in  No.  239. 

I  have  on  a  previous  occasion  informed  you  of  the  withdrawal  by  this  gov- 
ernment of  their  recognition  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents.  I  now  per- 
ceive, with  pleasure,  that  this  example  has  been  followed  by  England  and 
France,  and  that  the  sea  is  once  more  open  to  our  commerce. 

This  result  of  our  triumph,  at  least,  will  be  widely  welcomed  in  Europe, 
where  many  seaports  have  sensibly  felt  the  decline  in  American  shipping. 

The  doctrine  of  leniency  to  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  is  preached  in 
Europe,  but  I  do  not  observe  that  it  is  urged  except  by  those  who  favored  se- 
cession and  condemned  the  war,  and  who  thereby  lost  their  claims  to  a  place 
among  those  who  are  entitled  to  advise  in  the  present  junctu^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  WasAington.  ^      •    , 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  245.]  Department  op  State, 

Waihingtont  July  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  14th  instant,  No.  169,  predict- 
ing a  favorable  reception  in  Europe  of  the  intelligence  of  the  withdrawal  from 
the  insurgents  of  the  character  of  belligerents  bv  those  governments  which 
have  accorded  to  them  privileges  upon  that  ground.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
European  maritime  powers  so  tameij  yielded  to  slaveholders'  threats,  and  un- 
necessarily  conceded  a  belligerent  character  to  the  rebels.  The  evils  which 
have  resulted  firom  the  concession  are  deplorable,  but  they  are  passed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  172.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  August  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cftspatches  of  the  26th  of 
June,  and  the  3d  and  15th  of  July,  Nos.  244,  245,  and  246,  and  also  your 
circular  despatch  of  July  8,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  conspirators 
against  the  lives  of  the  late  and  of  the  present  President,  members  of  the 
cabinet,  and  others. 

Very  copious  criticisms  on  our  affairs  continue  to  be  indulged  in  by  European 
writers.  The  great  herd  of  hostile  commentators  on  our  concerns,  though  con- 
founded by  results,  cannot  be  abashed  into  silence.  But  they  have  written  &o- 
body  down  but  themselves. 

Mr.  John  Bright,  and  some  others  of  oar  fiiends,  are  the  only  public  men  of 
note  who  have  not  lost  reputation  as  statesmen  in  consequence  of  their  vaticina- 
tions concerning  our  war. 

The  prices  of  our  stocks  here  are  rather  retrograding.  The  imaginative 
views  lately  put  forth  by  Dr.  Elder,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Jay  Cooke,  aim- 
ing to  show  that  a  great  national  debt  promotes  rather  than  hinders  national 
prosperity,  has  provoked  criticisms  which,  perhaps,  have  something  to  do  with 
this  result.  Europeans  have  had  too  mucn  practical  acquaintance  with  war 
debts  and  taxation  to  have  patience  with  such  views.  Of  course,  such  specula- 
tions could  have  no  influence  if  they  had  not  a  sort  of  semi-official  sanction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waihington. 


Mr,  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward. 

FExtracL] 

No.  173.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  August  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  without  any  of  your  favors  to  acknowledge,  excepting  your  pri- 
vate notes. 

It  is  vacation  time  in  Europe,  when  everybody   spends  a  month  away  from 
home.  ^  ^ 
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There  are  no  topics  of  commanding  interest  in  the  political  world.     *     * 

The  cholera,  now  menacing  Europe  from  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  is 
regarded  with  solicitude,  hut  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  season  is  sufficiently 
far  advanced  to  prevent  its  ravages  in  the  north  of  Europe,  during  this  season 
at  least 

The  rate  of  money  is  low,  but  the  market  is  feverish.  This  arises,  in  part, 
from  the  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  crops,  and  partly  from  considerations  con- 
nected with  the  prospective  supply  of  the  great  staple  of  cotton.  This  article 
is  again  entering  into  commercial  and  financial  affairs  as  a  distui'bing  element. 
Our  stocks  feel  the  influence  of  this  state  of  things,  besides  having  to  carry 
weight  on  their  own  account,  and  they  thus  continue  to  fall,  being  now  at  a 
lower  point  than  they  have  been  since  the  close  of  the  war.  Another  thing 
that  influences  them  unfavorably  is  the  hostility  to  the  Mexican  empire  which 
appears  to  anunate  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  which,  it  is  feared,  may 
yet  involve  us  with  France. 

The  apparent  failure  of  the  Atlantic  telegraph  cable  is  a  great  disappointment 
to  very  confident  expectations.  It  is  long  since  any  subject  has  excited 
greater  public  interest  than  the  daily  progress  of  the  Great  Eastern,  up  to  the 
period  when  communication  was  suddenly  suspended. 

A  cattle  plague  has  appeared  in  Englana  to  an  extent  which  excites  great 
alarm,  since  the  price  of  butchers'  meat  had  already  risen  there  to  an  unwonted 
height.  It  is  alleged,  in  die  discussions  upon  the  subject,  that  it  was  imported 
from  the  continent,  and  especially  firom  Holland ;  but  there  is  nothing  of  the 
sort  in  this  country. 

Holland  has  no  grievances,  and  steadily  progresses  in  the  paths  of  political 
quiet  and  pecuniary  prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  174.J  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hagtte,  August  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  August  7,  No. 
247,  with  its  enclosures. 

I  have  communicated  to  this  government  what  you  desired  in  regard  to  Ad- 
miral de  Yries,  of  Flushing. 

Admiral  GU)ldsborough,  with  the  Colorado  and  Frolic,  is  now  at  the  Texel,  and 
with  his  ships  was  recently  at  Flushing,  and  has  visited  us  twice  at  The  Hague. 
He  leaves  for  Cherbourg  next  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  249.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  very  interesting  despatch  of  the  16th  ultimo.  No.  173,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  important  matters  which  are  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Eu- 
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ropean  public,  has  been  received,  and  I  have,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
invited  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  that  portion  which 
relates  to  the  financial  situation  in  Europe. 

Upon  representations  which  have  been  received  from  the  diplomatic  agents  of 
the  United  States  in  £urope,  the  attention  of  the  governors  and  provisional 
governors  of  the  several  States  has  been  called  to  the  reported  progress  of  the 
cholera  westward,  and  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  prevent  its  intro- 
duction into  the  United  States  has  been  recommended. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  252.]  Department  of  State, 

Waghitigtonf  September  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  No,  174,  of  the  23d 
of  August,  and  your  proceedings  therein  indicated  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WIULIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  175.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  September  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  without  any  of  your  favors  since  my  last,  excepting  your  No.  248. 
The  annual  ceremony  of  opening  the  legislative  chambers  takes  place  the 
18th  instant,  for  which  the  King  and  his  ministers  have  already  returned  to 
town.  The  two  bodies  contrive  to  have  about  a  dozen  sessions  a  year  between 
them.  They  practice  a  very  old-fashioned  and  cumbrous  form  of  legislation, 
as  you  may  suppose,  or  they  would  have  no  need  of  such  frequent  sittings. 

The  cattle  plague  has  at  length  reached  Holland,  and  spread  in  the  interior. 
It  is  naturally  regarded  with  alarm  in  a  country  so  full  of  domestic  animals  as 
this,  especially  of  the  bovine  race. 

The  apprehended  visitation  of  the  cholera  is  now  but  little  feared,  as  the  cool 
weather  already  approaches. 

The  crops  in  this*  part  of  Europe  are  generally  good,  in  this  country  espe- 
cially so. 

In  England  there  has  been  much  complaint,  but  the  apprehensions  of  a  bad 
harvest  are  less  now  than  they  were  a  fortnight  ago,  the  weather  since  then 
having  been  remarkably  fine. 

Still,  prices  have  risen,  and  paying  rates  for  our  breadstuffs  and  provisions  seem 
likely  to  prevail,  a  circumstance  favorable  to  our  finances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat£. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  178.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  October  18,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  without  any  of  your  favors  "excepting  yours  of  the  2d  instant, 
No.  252.  Cc^c^c 
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There  is  little  of  public  interest  going  on  in  Enrope  at  this  moment  excepting 
what  refers  to  the  cholera  and  the  cattle  plague. 

A  lively  concern  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  former  until  a  marked  change  of 
weather  took  place  a  few  days  a^.  The  exceptional  condition  of  the  atmos- 
phere which  has  steadily  prevailea  since  spring  has  led  to  constant  apprehension 
of  some  unusual  condition  of  the  public  health.  The  gales  and  storms  which 
have  occurred  within  the  last  week  have  now  done  much  to  dissipate  the  re- 
mains of  this  apprehension.  The  great  atmospheric  disturbance,  it  is  believed* 
will  also  modify  the  plague  raging  among  the  cattle. 

This  government  has  been  especially  active  in  obtaining  the  facts  in  regard 
to  the  spread  of  this  murrain  in  Holland,  the  nature  of  the  attacks,  and  the 
medical  treatment  in  the  various  cases.  This  information  it  has  given  to  the 
public,  through  the  public  journals,  from  day  to  day. 

When  these  labors  shall  be  completed,  I  will  endeavor  to  collect  the  &ct8  of 
their  experience  for  transmission  to  you.  They  may  be  of  service,  in  case  the 
pestilence  should  visit  our  shores. 

The  recent  publication  by  the  British  government  of  the  late  correspondence 
between  Earl  Russell  and  Mr.  Adams  on  the  Alabama  and  kindred  claims 
has  largely  occupied  public  attention.  The  upparently  positive  announcement 
that  the  English  government  will  not  submit  those  claims  to  arbitration  excites 
a  little  uneasiness.  • 

The  report  (I  suppose  unfounded)  of  a  recent  peremptory  correspondence  of 
our  government  with  France  on  &e  Mexican  question  has  had  a  similar  e£Fect. 

The  popular  mind  is  alert  to  snufif  the  daily  apprehension  in  the  conduct  of 
the  now  "  great  republic." 

Following  the  scomM  taunts  of  the  last  four  years,  these  apprehensions  are 
not,  perhaps,  unnatural 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  s.  pie:e. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Setvard  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  257.J  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  November  6,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  excuse  my  delay  in  acknowledging  your  despatch  of  May  31, 
No  168.    Tour  proceedings  therein  referred  to  are  approved,  and  your  obser- 
vations upon  the  European  sentiment  towards  the  Unitea  States  are  appreciated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pikb,  Esq.,  ^.^  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  258]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  Nooemher  6,  1865. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  i8th  ultimo,  No.  178,  and  shall 
cause  that  part  of  it  whicn  relates  to  cholera  to  be  published.    The  despatch, 
as  a  whole,  is  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD; 
Jambs  S.  Pikb,  Esq.,  ^.,  4t;.,  ^r. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


DIPLOMATIC   COBBESPONDENCE.  399 

NETHERLANDS    LEGATION. 

Mr.  van  Limhwrg  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[TraosladoB.] 

New  Tork,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  infonnation  from  the  copy  herewith  of  a  telegram 
received  by  the  consul  of  the  Netherlands  at  New  Orleans,  and  purporting  that 
the  Netherlands  ship  Geziena  Hildegonda,  Oaptain  B.  P.  Janson,  going  from 
Liverpool  to  Matamoras,  had  been  captured  hj  the  United  States  gunboat  Pem- 
bina. I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  me 
the  motives  for  this  capture,  prima  facie  astonishing,  if  not  contrary  to  the  law 
of  nations',  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  protest,  meantime,  against  whatever  may 
be  illegal  therein  and  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  the  captain,  owners,  and  other 
Netherlanders  interested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

EOEST  VAN  LIMBURG. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  U.  S,  of  America^  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

Office  United  States  Miutart  Telegraph. 

The  following  telegram  received  at  New  Orleans,  December  15,  1864 : 

[From  Southwest  Pass,  dated  December  15,  1864.] 

Netherlands  Consul:  The  Dutch  brir  Geziena  Hilde^ds  has  crossed  Uie  baras 
a  prize  to  the  United  States  steam  gronboat  Pembina.  I  am  irom  LiTerpool,  bound  to  Hat- 
amoras.    Please  adTise  tlie  British  consul  of  the  above. 

B.  P.  JANSON,  ^a9ivr. 
Am.  CoHTimiB, 

Cfm9ui  de$  Pa§9  Bat. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  van  Limhurg. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  11,  ]865« 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  28th 
nltimo,  relative  to  the  alleged  improper  captnre  of  the  Netherlands  ship  Geziena 
Hildegonda  hy  the  Unitea  States  gunboat  Pembina,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting 
him  to  investigate  the  matter  with  a  view  to  such  proceedings  as  the  result  may 
warrant. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Mr.  BOBST  VAN  LiMBURO. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  van  Limhurg. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  Beferring  to  your  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  which  you  ask  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  motives  which  induced  the  capture  of  the  Netherlands  ship  (Je- 
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ziena  Hildegonda  hj  the  United  States  ship-of-war  Pembina,  I  have  the  honor 
to  communicate,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  1 4th  instant  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  and  that  of  a  report  made  by  the  commander  of  the  captaring 
vessel. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  BOBST  VAN  LiMBURO. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

January  14,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Roest  van  Limburg,  the  Netherlands  minister,  who  wishes 
information  concerning  the  capture  of  the  Netherlands  ship  Geziena  Hildegonda  by  the 
United  States  steamer  rembina. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  report,  dated  the  4th  ultimo,  received  from  Lieutenant  Commander 
J.  G.  Maxwell,  aflfords  all  the  information  on  the  subject  in  the  possession  of  the  department 
The  vessel  has,  it  appears,  been  sent  to  the  court  at  New  Orleans  to  be  adjudicated. 
Very  respectiully,  &c, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lieutenant  Maxwell  to  Mr.  Welles. 

United  States  Steamer  Pembina, 
Off  Brazos  Santiago^  Texas,  December  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  evening  seized  the  Holland  brig  Gre- 
ziena  Hildegonda,  B.  P.  Janson,  master,  from  Liverpool  to  Matamoras.  She  was  discov- 
ered at  10.20  a.  m.,  bearing  north  by  west,  and  at  the  time  standing  to  the  southward,  but 
close  in  shore.  At  4.30  p.  m.,  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  L.  Craudall  to  over- 
haul her,  she  being  withm  two  miles  of  shore. 

Mr.  Crandall,  on  his  return,  reported  her  to  be  suspicious,  having  an  assorted  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  medicines,  gunny  cloth,  iron,  cloth,  mule  traces,  i&c,  6lc. 

I  have  sent  her  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  L.  Crandall  and  Acting  Master  Heniy  T. 
Davis,  with  a  crew  of  seven  men,  to  New  Orleans  lor  adjudication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MAXWELL, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Mr.  van  Liniburg  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Translation.] 

New  York,  January  20,  1865, 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  17th  instant,  informing 
me  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  a  report 
made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States  steamer  Pembina,  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  Netherlands  ship  Geziena  Hildegonda  by  the  said  steamer. 
As  for  all  that  results  from  such  reports,  our  ship  in  going  from  a  neutral  port 
to  a  neutral  port — that  is  to  say,  from  Liverpool  to  Matamoras — ■^mafacie,  and 
in  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  should  have  been  considered  as  in  lawful 
commerce  and  navigation,  from  which  it  should  not  have  been  caused  to  deviate. 
I  cannot  (in  the  inadequate  knowledge  I  thus  &r  have  of  the  facts  in  the  case 
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and  of  the  circumstancea)  but  renew  the  protests  and  reservations  which  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  do  in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you 
under  date  of  the  28th  December  last 

I  will,  however,  hasten  to  communicate  to  the  king's  government  the  papers 
which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  con- 
sideration. 

ROEST  VAN  LIMBURG. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  van  Limhurg, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  February  9,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  Netherlands  ship  Geziena  Hildegonda,  and 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  submitted  a  translation  thereof  for  consideration  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  RoBST  van  Limburo,  ifc.,  4v.i  ^- 


Mr.  van  Limhurg  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

Nbw  York,  April  7,  1865 — 26  Lafayette  Place. 
Dbar  Sir  :  With  the  greatest  regret  I  learnt  through  the  newspapers  the 
serious  accident  which  happened  to  your  respected  father,  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  beg  you  to  feel  assured,  and  to  assure  for  me  Mr.  Seward,  that  I  take  a  very 
sincere  part  in  the  general  sorrow  which  it  has  created,  and  that  I  most  earnestly 
hope  for  his  prompt  recovery.  The  news  of  it  would  cause  me  the  greatest  joy. 
jPlease  accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

ROEST  VAN  LIMBURG. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sbward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  van  Limhurg. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  April  8,  1865. 
Dbar  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  and  I  thank  you  for  the 
friendly  expressions  which  it  contains  concerning  the  late  accident  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  I  am  happy  to  announce  that,  though  still  suffering  much  pain, 
his  wounds  have  thus  far  been  attended  by  no  unfavorable  symptoms,  uid  that 
hopes  of  his  speedy  recovery  are  oonfidoitly  entertained  by  his  attending 
physicians. 

Very  faithfully,  yours, 

P.  W.  SEWAED,. 

Acting  Secretary. 
Mr.  RoBST  VAN  Limburg,  At.,  tec.,  New  York.  r^^^^T^ 
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Mr.  van  Limhurg  to  Mr.  Hunter, 
[Tranfllation.] 

New  Yore,  April  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  Eelative  to  the  affair  of  the  Netherlands  ship  Geziena  Hildegonda, 
captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Pembina,  an  act  which  made  room  for 
my  notes  of  the  28th  December  and  the  20th  January  last,  as  well  as  for  the 
notes  from  the  Department  of  State,  dated  the  11th  and  17th  January,  and 
others  of  the  9th  of  February  of  this  year,  I  have  just  received  from  our  consul 
at  New  Orleans  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  him  by  the  lawyer  of  the  captain  of 
the  captured  vessel.  It  does  not  pertain  to  me  to  pass  upon  the  contents  of  this 
writing,  but,  knowing  the  conciliatory  disposition  of  the  Department  of  State, 
I  ask  your  permission,  sir,  to  conmiunicate  to  you,  amicably  and  confidentially, 
this  letter,  so  that  you  may  give  to  it  such  attention  as  it  shall  seem  to  you  to 
merit. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  consider- 
ation. 

ROEST  VAN  LIMBURG. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  van  Limhurg. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  28,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  22d 
instant  and  of  its  enclosure,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Netherlands  ship  Geziena 
Hildegonda,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have  txansmitted  a  translation  thereof  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  whose  attention  has  been  recalled  to  the  matter. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Mr.  ROEST  VAN  LiMBURG. 


Mr,  van  Limhurg  to  Mr,  Hunter. 

[Translation.]  ^ 

New  York,  May  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  the  Netherlands,  as  everywhere  else,  the  news  of  the  assassination 
of  President  Lincoln  and  of  the  attempt  on  the  life  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  caused  a  universal  shock  and  deep  indignation. 

On  the  part  of  the  royal  government,  the  minister  of  foreign  afibirs  would 
have  wished  to  request  Mr.  Pike  to  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  to  Washington 
the  assurances  of  the  sorrowful  impression  caused  throughout  the  Netherlands 
*by  this  double  crime ;  but  the  temporary  absence  of  the  minister  resident  of 
the  United  States  not  putting  that  in  his  power,  it  is  in  virtue  of  the  King's 
-order,  and  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  a  council  of  ministers, 
that  I  am  charged  to  present  without  delay  to  the  American  government  the 
4issurance  of  lively  sympathy  in  the  loss  and  profound  indignation  at  the  crime 
in  which  all  the  Netherlands  partake  with  the  EiQg« 
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I  am  diarged  to  express,  sir,  at  the  same  time,  the  wishes  of  his  Majesty 
and  of  the  rojal  government  that  Divine  Providence  maj  preserve  the  life  of 
Mr.  Seward,  so  precious  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

In  acquitting  mvself  of  this  duty,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  repeat  to  you  the 
assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

ROEST  VAN  LIMBURG, 
Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr,  van  Idmhurg. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  you  ad- 
dressed to  me  on  the  16th  instant,  in  which,  under  the  orders  of  your  sovereign, 
and  in  virtue  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  a  council  of  ministers,  you  inform  me 
that  you  are  charged  to  present,  without  delay,  to  this  government  the  as- 
surances of  lively  sympathy  in  the  loss  sustained  by  the  American  people  in 
the  assassination  of  the  late  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  profound  mdig- 
nation  at  the  crime,  in  which  sentiments  yon  inform  me  that  all  the  Nether- 
lands partake  with  his  Majesty. 

Yon  also,  at  the  same  time,  acquit  yourself  of  the  farther  commission  of  ex- 
pressing the  wishes  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the  royal  government  that  Divine 
Providence  may  preserve  the  life  of  Mr.  Seward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  sir,  in  reply,  that  these  kindly  manifestations 
of  sympathy  and  friendship  are  very  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the  government 
and  people  of  the^nited  States,  and  I  must  beg  you  to  make  this  known  to 
his  Majesty  and  to  the  government  of  the  Netherlands. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewea  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER,  AcHng  Secretary. 

Mr.  Robst  van  Limburq,  ifc,,  Sfc,,  ifc. 


Mr.  van  Limhurg  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Translation.  ] 

Detroit,  May  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  minister  of  the  King  for  foreign  affiiirs  has  just  given  in  charge  to 
me,  to  communicate  to  you,  a  resolution  passed  on  the  2d  instant  by  the  second 
chamber  of  the  states  general,  tending  to  invite  the  royal  government  to 
make  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  sorrow  and  indigna- 
tion the  chamber  has  felt  on  learning  the  perfidious  and  base  outrage  of  which 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  has  been  the  victim. 

On  the  occasion  of  this  resolution,  its  mover,  Mr.  de  Zuylen  de  Nywelt,  re- 
marked that  in  the  Netherlands  it  was  caused,  more,  perhaps,  than  any  like 
resolution  could  be  elsewhere,  not  alone  by  the  ties  of  friendship  and  of  alli- 
ance which  for  a  long  period  have  existed  between  the  two  countries,  but, 
moreover,  by  the  circumstance  that  a  great  many  old  families  of  Holland  have 
established  themselves  in  the  United  States,  and  that  our  country,  at  a  period 
already  remote,  contributed  much  to  the  sowing  of  the  seed  from  which  the 
great  American  nation  has  sprung  forth  at  a  later  day. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  fully  adopting  this  principle,  expresses  anew 
ihe  general  indignation  at  the  horrible  crimes  by  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  snatched  away  from  his  great  task  at  the  moment  when 
achieving  the  object  of  his  efiforts,  and  by  which  the  lives  of  the  Secretary  and 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  were  put  in  peril. 
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It  was  in  the  nature  of  things,  said  Mr.  Gremers,  that  the  assassination  of 
a  man  whose  character  bore  «o  great  a  resemblance  to  that  of  the  noble  founder 
of  our  liberties  should  make  a  profound  impression.  Here  where  the  name  of 
Balthazar  Gerard  [the  assassin  of  William  of  Orange]  is  even  now  never  pro- 
nounced without  horror,  a  crime  resembling  his  must  excite  extraordinarj  sym- 
pathy and  indignation. 

I  take  pride,  sir,  in  being  again  instructed  to  express  to  vou  similar  senti- 
mentfi.  They  cannot  but  convince  you,  as  well  as  the  President  and  people  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  lively  and  sincere  friendship  which  attaches  the  Neth- 
erlands to  the  United  States  of  America. 

Please  accept,  sir,  the  fresh  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

EOEST  VAN  LIMBURG. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Sfc^  Sfc^  ifc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  van  Limburg. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  passage  of  a  resolution,  on  the  second  of  the  same 
month,  by  the  second  chamber  of  the  states  general  of  the  Netherlands,  in- 
viting the  royal  government  to  make  known  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  the  sorrow  and  indignation  the  chamber  has  felt  on  learning  of  the  assas- 
sination of  President  Lincoln,  and  i^urther  giving  me  the  substance  of  the  views 
expressed  on  the  occasion  by  Mr.  Zuylen  de  Nywelt,  the  m«ver  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

In  that  note  you  also  convey  to  me  renewed  expressions  on  the  part  of  the 
minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  adopted  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  resolu- 
tion, of  the  indignation  and  horror  experienced  in  the  Netherlands  at  the  crimes 
by  which  the  late  President  wais  taken  from  this  life,  and  by  which  the  lives  oi 
the  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  were  imperilled. 

In  the  renewed  manifestations  of  condolence  which  are  thus  offered  to  the 
government  and  people  of  this  country  on  behalf  of  those  of  the  Netherlands ; 
in  the  succeeding  report  of  the  resemblance  between  the  character  of  the 
founder  of  the  liberties  of  the  Netherlands  and  that  of  our  lamented  President 
Lincoln,  showing  the  livelier  sympathy  between  the  two  nations  naturally  fol- 
lowing that  resemblance  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Oremers  ;  and  in  your  concludmg 
assurance  of  friendship,  I  am  happy  to  recognize  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  a  spirit  of  cordial  amity,  and  sensibility 
to  our  national  bereavement,  which  will  always  be  gratefully  remembered  b^ 
them ;  and  I  must  beg  you  to  acquaint  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  wii 
these  sentiments. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration.  

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 

Mr.  Boest  van  Limburg,  Sfc,,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  van  Limburg  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraoBlation.] 

Bbattleborough,  August  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  government  of  the  Kin^  having  asked  me  for  information  on  the 
state  of  things  relative  to  the  Netherlands  ship  Greziena  Hildegonda,  captured 
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bj  the  United  States  gunboat  Pembina,  as  to  which  reference  was  had  in  the 
last  place  in  my  note  of  the  22d  April  this  year,  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your 
permission  to  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  enable  me  to  furnish  the  infor- 
mation desired. 
Please  accept  the  fresh  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

ROEST  VAN  LIMBURG. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  van  Limhurg. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  7th 
mstant,  requesting  to  be  informed  of  the  progress  attainea  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  case  of  the  Geziena  Hildegonda,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  have  addressed 
a  communication  upon  the  subject  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  at  New 
Orleans,  with  a  view  to  furnish  myself  with  such  information  as  will  enable  me 
at  an  early  day  to  comply  with  your  request. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Mr.  RoBST  van  Limbubg,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  fy:. 


Mr.  van  Limhurg  to  Mr.  Seward. 
*  [TnuuOation.] 

Washington,  October  30,  1865. 

Sir  •  I  have  the  honor  of  asking  your  permission  to  recur  to  my  letter  of  the 
7th  of  August  last,  relating  to  the  afitairs  of  the  Greziena  Hildegonda,  concerning 
which,  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  August,  you  did  me  the  honor  to  say  that 
you  had  demanded  information  from  the  district^ attorney  in  New  Orleans. 

The  government  of  the  King  has  written  to  me  repeatedly  on  the  subject.  I 
would  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  enable  me  to  give  it  the 
proper  information  of  what  has  been  done,  and  would  use  your  great  influence 
to  have  the  aflEair  ended  in  the  way  we  all  most  desire. 

I  have  the  honor  of  repeating  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

ROEST  VAN  LIMBURG. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  fy:.,  Sfc,,  ifc. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  van  Limhurg. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  November  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Netherlands  ship  the  Geziena  Hildegonda.  In 
reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  much  regret,  that  as  yet  no  com- 
munication upon  the  subject  has  been  received  from  the  United  States  attorney 
at  New  Orleans,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  as  stated  in  my  note  to  you 
of  the  22d  of  August  last.  I  have  again  called  the  attention  of  that  officer  to 
the  matter,  who  has  been  requested  to  communicate  to  this  department,  without 
further  delay,  such  information  regarding  the  case  in  question  as  may  be  in  his 
power. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLLABi  H.  SEWARDi 
Mr.  Bobst  van  Limburo,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc.  ^ y  '"^"  "^  ^^^glL 
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Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  51.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  October  5, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  jovl  in  relation  to  the  Galdera  claim,  just 
brought  to  my  attention  by  the  Hon.  Moses  H.  Grinnell  and  other  parties,  in 
two  letters,  marked  A  and  B ;  one  private,  the  other  official. 

These  parties  complain  of  the  award  made  in  this  case  by  the  commissioners 
at  Macao,  in  January,  1860,  and  desire  that  the  commission  may  be  re-«pened 
at  Washington,  and  that  I  will,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  remove  the  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  their  success  which  thev  find  in  my  despatch  No.  25,  of  May  19, 
1862.  Wishing  to  do  no  injustice,  and  desirous,  from  my  personal  esteem  for  Mr. 
Grinnell,  to  aid  him  in  every  proper  endeavor,  I  at  once  entered  upon  an  exam- 
ination of  the  history  of  the  claim,  as  found  in  the  legation  archives  and  records 
of  the  commission ;  and  that  nothing  might  be  left  undone,  I  requested  Dr.  Wil- 
liams, our  secretary  of  legation,  as  he  had  been  conversant  witn  the  claim  from 
the  beginning,  to  give  me  such  information  in  relation  to  it  as  he  might  possess. 

The  result  of  my  investigation  is  that  I  am  constrained  to  differ  from  Mr. 
Grinnell,  and  to  conclude  that  he  has  been  misinformed  as  to  the  facts  in  the 
case.  The  points  of  difference  are  very  clearly  set  forth  by  Dr.  Williams  in  his 
letter  to  me,  marked  G. 

You  are  aware  that  Mr.  &eed,  at  Tientsin,  in  1858,  came  to  a  general  under- 
standing with  the  Chinese  government  as  to  the  payment  of  American  claims, 
and  that  subsequently,  by  a  convention  at  Shanghai,  November  8,  1858,  it  was 
definitively  arranged  that  they  should  pay  a  certain  sum  in  gross,  (500,000  taels,) 
which  should  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  the  claims  of  our  citizens  up  to  that 
date.  The  government  of  the  United  States  undertook  to  pay  the  claimants. 
Mr.  Keed  classified  the  claims  as  well  as  he  could,  but  did  not  pass  judicially 
upon  them,  only  recommending  the  Pi*esident  to  appoint  a  commission  to  decide 
them.  In  pursuance  of  this  reconmiendation,  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
March  3,  1859,  was  passed,  and  the  President  appointed  two  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  resident  in  China,  viz.,  Charles  W.  Bradley,  LLJ).,  and  Oliver 
E.  Roberts,  as  commissioners.  They  commenced  their  sittings  at  Macao,  No- 
vember 14,  1859,  and  closed  them  Januaiy  13,  1860,  having  given  general  sat- 
isfaction to  the  claimants.  Claims  to  the  amount  of  $1,513,797  53  came  before 
them,  for  which  they  awarded  $489,694  78,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of 
nearly  $200,000. 

Amon^  the  claims  adjudicated  was  that  of  the  Caldera,  being  a  claim  of  citi- 
zens of  tne  United  States  for  piratical  depredations  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted on  the  cargo  of  a  Chilian  vessel  of  that  name.  The  commissioners  dif- 
fered in  opinion  as  to  its  merits,  and  wrote  out  their  views  in  two  elaborate  and 
able  papers,  which  may  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  commission  in  the  State 
Department.  Dr.  Bradley  resisted  the  claim  in  toto.  Mr.  Roberts  favored  it 
to  the  actual  extent  of  loss  by  the  sufferers,  which  he,  as  the  supporter  in  principle 
of  the  claim,  estimated  at  40  per  cent.,  with  12  per  cent,  interest  for  five  years. 
The  whole  claim  was  for  $89,727  09.  This  award  was  approved  bv  the  minister, 
Mr.  Ward.    The  above  is  a  brief  history  of  the  case  as  found  on  tne  records. 
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I  now  come  to  the  complaints  of  the  parties  dissatisfied  with  the  award. 
They  are  compounded  of  law  and  facts,  and  range  themselyes  under  three  prin* 
cipal  heads : 

First  That  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Marcy  and  Mr.  Oass,  in  1855  and  1859, 
respectively,  had  settled  the  legal  principle  on  which  the  claim  was  to  be  adjudi- 
cated ;  that  the  schedule  made  out  hj  Mr.  Reed  determined  the  amount  of  the 
same,  and  that  the  Chinese  government  had  recognized  its  validity. 

Second.  That  the  claimants  had  not  sufficient  notice  of  the  sittings  of  the 
commission,  and  consequently  had  no  time  to  prepare  and  present  their  case. 

Third.  .That  the  proceedings  were  ex  parte  and  were  improperly  conducted, 
in  so  far  that  evidence  was  withheld  by  Mr.  Ward,  which,  had  it  been  presented 
by  him,  would  have  led  the  commission  to  make  a  more  favorable  award. 

As  to  the  first  complaint,  it  appears  from  thearchiveis  and  from  Dr.  Williams's 
letter  that  Mr.  Beed  in  no  sense  considered  that  by  classifying  the  claims  he  was 
adjudicating  them.  If  so,  why  did  he  not  require  the  Chinese  government  to 
pay  the  fuU  amount  of  1 1 ,2 1 1 ,895,  as  stated  in  his  schedule  ?  In  his  despatch  to 
the  department  he  thought  600,000  taels  would  be  sufficient,  but  when  the  con- 
vention was  settled  he  fixed  it  at  500,000  taels,  and  finally  8498,694  proved 
adequate  for  their  payment.  He  suggested  a  commission,  and  drew  the  outline 
for  an  act  of  Congress  creating  one.  By  this  act  the  commission  was  authorized 
to  pass  upon  the  claims  according  to  the  '*  principles  of  justice  and  international 
law."  If  the  claims  had  been  paid  on  the  principle  suggested  by  the  complain- 
ants, the  pro  rata  sum  they  would  have  received  would  have  been  $16,655 ;  so 
that  the  principle  contended  for  by  them  goes  too  far,  unless  they  would  make 
their  case  an  exception. 

There  is  even  less  ground  for  founding  a  claim  on  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Marcy  and  Mr.  Cass.  These  high  officers,  animated  by  a  desire  to  secure  jus- 
tice to  our  citizens,  pressed  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the  government  in 
China  in  favor  of  the  claimants ;  but  they  could  not  have  imagined  that  their 
instructions  in  this  respect  would  be  held  to  override  an  act  of  Congress  subse- 
quently passed  in  reference  to  those  very  claims.  As  to  the  assertion  that  the 
Chinese  government  had  recognized  the  validity  of  the  claims.  Dr.  Williams  and 
the  archives  both  show  that  no  list  was  ever  laid  before  them;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  expressly  refused  to  enter  into  such  questions,  and  paid  a  sum  in 
gross  to  be  rid  of  them  forever;  and  even  went  furtner,  reusing  to  complicate 
themselves,  even  remotely,  in  liquidating  the  claims,  by  declining  to  receive 
back  any  surplus  that  might  remain  after  payment.  The  Caldera's  claim, 
therefore,  came  before  the  commission  on  its  own  merits. 

With  regard  to  the  second  complaint,  touching  the  want  of  time  to  prepare 
their  case.  Dr.  Williams  shows  that  there  was  ample  time.  As  early  as  March, 
1859,  the  act  of  Congress  was  passed  directing  where  the  commission  should 
sit ;  and  besides  that  general  intimation  to  all  interested  parties,  nearly  a  year 
before,  in  May  27,  1858,  he  had  addressed  a  notice  to  Messrs.  Bussell  &  Co. 
and  Nye  Brothers  &  Co.,  agents  in  China  for  the  insurance  companies,  asking 
them  to  prepare  their  evidence  In  this  case.  To  this  the  claimants  had  responded 
by  attorney,  and  documents  were  handed  in  on  their  side  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
^irty  papers,  to  which  were  added  as  many  more  furnished  by  the  legation. 

As  to  the  protest  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  Russell  &  Co.,  there  is  no 
evidence  in  the  legation  that  any  such  protest  was  ever  made«  Dr.  Williams 
distinctly  states  that  when  he  paid  the  first  dividend  on  this  claim  no  protest 
was  made,  and  he  has  no  recollection  of  hearing  of  it  subsequently. 

With  regard  to  the  third  complaint  against  Mr.  Ward  and  the  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  the  case,  I  have  also  to  say  that  the  intimations  that  he  withheld 
the  instructions  of  his  government  does  that  gentleman  great  injustice.  He  did 
not  make  his  decision  until  after  reading  them,  and  Dr.  Williams,  who  was  cog-^ 
nizant  of  the  circumstances,  states  that  they  were  spoken  of  at  the  time  to  the: 
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commissionerB;  and,  moreover,  the  copy  of  the  award  qaoting^  them  is  partly  in 
the  handwriting  of  Mr.  IU>bert8.  Dr.  Williams  bears  his  most  earnest  testimony  - 
to  the  carefnlness  and  integrity  of  all  Mr.  Ward's  proceedings  in  the  case.  Ho 
did  all  he  conld  for  the  claimants,  as  did  every  member  of  the  legation ;  and  in 
the  Caldera's  case  there  was  more  evidence  adduced  than  in  any  other  before 
the  commksion. 

From  these  facts  it  appears  that  this  claim  was  inlly  considered  and  decided 
Hnder  the  most  favorable  circumstances  for  the  complainants,  who  received  two- 
thirds  of  the  sum  originally  claimed,  when  it  seems  to  me  they  were  not  entitled 
to  one  farthing.  I  agree  entirely  with  the  able  opinion  of  Dr.  Bradley  against 
the  whole  claim ;  and  also  with  the  antecedent  opinion  of  Mr.  McLane,  in  No- 
vember, 1854,  in  the  same  sense.  To  both  these  opinions  I  most  respectfully 
refer  you. 

I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Ward  held  views  coincident  with  thdrs,  but  that  he 
felt  constrained  by  the  instructions  from  the  State  Department  to  decide  in  favor 
of  the  parties  to  the  extent  of  their  actual  losses  by  the  alleged  laches  of  the 
Chinese  government.  After  this  award,  to  learn  that  a  still  further  claim  should 
be  put  forward  fills  me  with  amazement,  and  makes  me  certain  that  my  distin- 
guished friend,  Mr.  Grinnell,  has  been  mbinformed  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.     ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  tkate,  WashingtoHf  2>.  (?• 


[EndosoreA.] 
Mr.  GrinneU  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

New  York,  Jttfi«  15, 1863. 

Sm :  We  beg  leave  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Caldera,  one  of  the  claims  embraced 
by  the  aj^'eement  or  convention  dated  Shanghai,  November  8,  1858,  supplementary  to  the 
treaty  ot%entsin,  and  in  which  we  are  interested  to  a  considerable  amount. 

You  are  well  aware  that  the  payment  which  the  Chinese  government,  by  that  agreement, 
promised  to  make,  and  did  in  fact  make,  for  the  satisfaction  of  private  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  was  of  a  sum  in  gross  intended  to  cover  all  such  private  claims  to  the  date  of 
the  treaty. 

It  appears  to  have  been  based  upon  a  schedule  presented  by  the  American  minister,  Mr. 
Reed,  but  the  terms  of  the  agreement  and  the  accompanying  correspondence  serve  to  show 
that  the  payments  of  China  were  to  be  a  full  satisfaction,  not  of  the  specified  claims  only,  bat 
of  all  others,  if  any,  which  might  then  exist,  transferring  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  the  sole  power  and  duty  of  distributing  the  indemnity  monev  among  the  claimants,  in 
accordance  with  its  own  views  of  iustice  and  right,  and  relieving  the  Chinese  government  of 
all  further  reclamation  or  responsibility  in  the  premises.  That  is  to  say,  the  sum  paid  was  a 
fund  for  the  satls^M^tion  of  all  just  and  reasonable  claims,  committed  to  the  Unitea  States  in 
trust,  to  be  distributed  among  the  parties  beneficially  intended  in  the  fund.  To  this  end,  the 
United  States  proceeded,  by  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1853,  to  establish  an  ex  parte  com- 
mission of  two  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  pass  upon  the  claims  in  question,  subject  to 
the  approbation  of  the  American  minister  in  China.  Of  the  claims  allowed  by  the  oommis- 
sioners,  and  which  have  been  discharged  as  the  stipulated  payments  on  debentures  of  the 
Chinese  government  were  made,  the  total  amount  is  $498,694,  leaving  a  surplus  of  indemnity 
paid  or  pavable  of  about  1200,000  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States. 

Much  of  the  surplus,  it  would  appear,  is  the  result  of  the  commissioners  having  rejected,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  claims  which  had  oeen  considered  valid  by  Mr.  Reed,  which  were  noted  on 
his  schedule  of  claims,  and  the  validity  of  which  was  thus,  in  a  certain  sense,  recognized  by 
the  Chinese  government.  Such  a  case  was  that  of  the  Caldera,  being  the  claim  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  piratical  depredations  on  the  cargo  of  the  vessel  of  that  name.  This 
claim  was  admitted  in  principle  and  allowed  in  part,  but  was  disallowed  in  part  on  objections 
which  we  feel  assured  we  could  have  met  but  for  the  fact  that  on  account  of  the  sessions  of  the 
commissioners  being  held  in  China,  and  of  the  brief  time  allowed  h^  the  act  of  Congress  for  tha 
hearing  of  the  cases,  we  had  no  sufficient  opportunity  of  presenting  our  views,  either  to  the 
commissioners  or  to  the  minister,  (Mr.  Wara. )  We  confidently  believe  that  injustice  has 
been  done  to  us,  and  that  this  would  fully  appear  to  the  commissioners  and  the  minister,  if 
the  case  could  be  fully  and  properly  bear£ 
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In  this  conTictioii  we  are  petttioners  to  ConfrjesB  fbr  relief  In  the  premises,  which  relief,  in 
ft  form  perfectly  nnexceptioDable,  we  should  obtain  but  for  the  obstacle  interposed  **of  an  nn« 
fiiTorabie  opinKm  of  the  American  legation  in  China."  What  we  ask  of  the  government  is  to 
afford  us  the  opportunity  (which  we  have  not  yet  enjoyed)  of  being  fully  heard  in  the  fiicts 
and  merits  of  our  whole  claim,  either  before  the  commission  revived  or  before  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

This  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  pray  you  to  favor,  not  only  as  an  act  of  justice  to  our- 
selves,  but  also  to  the  intention  and  mi  of  the  Chinese  government* 
We  have,  dtc,  ^^, 

M.  H.  GRINNELL, 
Presidemt  8mn  Insurance  C&mfany,  and  for  Other  Companies* 
His  Excellency  Anson  Burukgame,  tfc,,  ^c,  tfc. 


Memorandum. — Atoard  of  the  Caldera  daim  of  the  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  repre^ 
sented  bff  Messrs,  Rutsell  8f  Co.,  in  China, 

Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company : 

Claim— $34,970  08,  at  40  per  cent.,  is ». $13,988  03 

live  years' interest,  at  12  or  60  per  cent,  is 8,392  82 

22,380  85 

Due  on  the  principal  and  unpaid $20,988  05 

Five  years*  interest,  60  per  cent,  to  be  added 12,589  20 

33,571  25 

New  Tork  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  represented  by  Messrs. 
Bussell  dc  Co. : 

Claim— $22,000,  at  40  per  cent,  is 8.800  00 

Kve  years' interest,  at  12 or  60  percent,  is 5,280  00 

14,080  00 

Due  on  the  principal  and  unpaid 13,220  00 

Five  years'  interest,  60  per  cent,  tobeadded 7,932  00 

21, 152  00 

Mercantile  Insurance  Company : 

Claim— $13,912,  at  40  per  cent,  is 5,564  80 

Five  years' interest,  at  60  per  cent,  is 3,338  88 

8,903  68 

Due  on  the  principal  and  unpaid 8,347  20 

ilve  years' interest  to  be  added,  60  per  cent 5,008  22 

13,355  42 


LEndosureB.] 
Mr,  Grinnell  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

New  York,  June  16,  1863. 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  Under  mv  official  signature,  dated  the  15th  instant  I  have  already  had 
the  honor  to  address  you  with  reference  to  the  Caldera's  claims,  which  were  partially  adjudi- 
cated and  forty  per  cent  awarded ;  which  award,  however,  was  received  under  protest  by 
Messrs.  BusseU  6l  Co.,  advising  the  claimants  had  recourse  to  Washington  for  rarther  re- 
dress. 

'TIS  well  for  me,  perhaps,  to  state,  in  order  to  familiarize  yourself  at  once  with  the  Caldera 
case,  that  a  claim  was  set  up  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  decided  by  Mr.  Marcy, 
then  SecretaiT  of  State,  to  be  a  valid  one,  to  hold  the  Chinese  government  responsible  for 
indemnity.  Instructions  were  then  eiven  to  the  resident  minister  in  China,  the  Rev.  Dr 
Parker,  to  present  the  claims,  which  he  did  withAt  a  successful  result 
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Subseqaently,  howerer,  the  Bev.  Mr.  Beed,  occapjinff  the  position  of  minister,  negotiated 
a  treaty,  in  wluch  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  Caldera's  claims  was  made  and  ffnaran* 
teed  through  the  customs  of  Canton,  Shanghai,  and  Fuhchau,  and  as  receiyed  appliea  bj  in- 
stalments to  the  liquidation  of  acljudlcated  claims.  The  Caldera*s  claims,  among  others,  were 
submitted  to  a  boiurd  of  commissioners  in  China,  ^pointed  by  the  goyemment  at  Washing- 
ton, for  adjudication  of  claims — the  American  minister,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  acting  as  umpire. 

Meanwhile  it  became  necessary  to  bring  the  Caldera^s  claims  before  the  goyemment  at 
Washington  for  decision  upon  the  legality  of  the  claims  under  the  American  treaty  with 
China,  and  also  under  the  law  of  nations.  Mr.  Cass,  then  Secretary  of  State,  lost  no  time  in 
deciding  the  claims  to  be  valid,  not  only  under  the  treaty  with  China,  but  also  under  the  law 
of  nations,  and  instructions  were  sent  to  the  resident  minister,  Mr.  John  E.  Ward,  to  so  con- 
sider it.  This  settled  the  principle  and  disposed  of  the  case,  so  fiu:  as  the  government  was 
concerned. 

The  case  then,  among  others,  came  up  before  the  two  commissioners ;  Mr.  Roberts  decided  in 
favor,  and  Mr.  Bradley  against  it ;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  meantohiU,  unaccountablff  and 
stravgely  withholding  the  decision  of  the  government  from  the  eommissioners*  Mr.  Roberts 
awarded  40  per  cent.,  with  interest. 

Under  the  instructions  Mr.  Ward  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  of  course  con- 
firmed Mr.  Roberts's  award ;  the  latter,  however,  was  kept  in  total  ignorance  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  government  to  Mr.  Ward,  which  undoubtedly  would  have  aided  the  commis- 
sioners in  reaching  a  very  different  result. 

We  now  complain  of  the  amount  adjudicated  for  the  reason  that  time  was  not  allowed, 
through  notice  from  the  commissioners,  to  prepare  an  argument  to  cover  the  case  when  under 
their  examination ;  and  owing  to  the  board  not  being  conversant  with  insurance,  did  not 
consider  the  merits  of  the  marine  loss  through  the  protest,  with  full  evidence  and  testimony 
before  them ;  thus  the  interest  of  the  claimants  suffered  in  the  absence  of  any  protection. 
The  cliumants  now  petition  and  pray  of  the  government  to  reopen  the  commission  at  Wash- 
ington for  a  hearing  upon  their  case,  on  the  ground  that  twelve  months'  notice  at  least 
should  have  been  given  to  the  parties  in  the  distance,  and  afforded  them  time  to  have  placed 
before  the  commissioners  a  full  argument  upon  the  equitable  and  leffal  amount  to  whicn  they 
were  entitled.  If  it  could  be  adjudicated  at  Washington,  it  would  be  the  shortest  mode  of 
settlement ;  it  would  also  seem  as  if,  with  all  the  testimony  in  the  United  States  for  a  recon- 
sideration before  commissioners  at  Washington,  or  before  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  may 
be  authorized  to  act  through  an  act  of  Congress,  it  might  be  speedily  settied  here. 

Mr.  Robert  S.  Sturges  and  D.  N.  Spooner^  in  China  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  th« 
Caldera,  and  latter  then  United  States  consul,  both  of  whom  were  partners  of  Russell  &  Co. 
at  the  time,  and  sided  strongly  in  favor  of  the  claims  without  abatement,  still  declare  the  full 
amount  with  interest  should  be  collected. 

Now,  you  will  pardon  me  for  asking  if  it  is  right  and  just  for  these  cldms  to  be  debarred 
a  hearing,  when  such  injustice  has  been  so  monstrously  made  anparent,  particularly  so  when 
considered  with  the  fact  that  the  minister,  Mr.  Ward,  withhela  from  the  commissioners  his 
instructions  to  require  indemnity — at  the  same  time  provision  already  made  by  the  Chinese 
government  to  indenmify  the  claims  in  full,  leaving  no  adjudication  really  necessary, 
as  the  underwriters  had  paid  the  assured  in  full,'  for  the  fiftce  of  the  policies.  It  would  seem 
a  hard  case  indeed,  if,  ample  funds  still  existing  and  provided  to  pay  these  very  identical 
claims,  under  a  special  decision  of  the  government  at  Washington,  equity  and  right  should 
fail  to  correct  the  oversight  and  errors  of  the  commissioners  under  Mr.  Ward's  CKlministra- 
tion ;  and  I  cannot,  under  the  facts  and  circumstances  set  forth,  for  a  moment  doubt  you 
will  withhold  your  kind  offices  in  recommending  the  case  to  Washington,  which  will  reaaily 
settie  the  matter.  Indeed,  it  was  in  a  favorable  train  for  such  an  end  when  your  despatch 
of  the  19th  of  May,  1862,  reached  the  Secretary  of  State  and  frustrated,  for  the  time  being, 
the  steps  alreadpr  taken,  through  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  Here  the  matter  rests 
at  present  to  afford  the  claimants  time  to  address  you,  with  the  hope  you  may  reconsider  the 
mattcA  and  report  to  the  government  favoring  their  petition  for  a  hearing  at  Washington. 

Giving  the  case  immediate  attention,  and  report  bv  an  early  mail  to  enable  the  claimants 
to  renew  their  efforts  in  December  next,  you  wnl  confer  a  very  great  favor  on,  dear  sir,  yours- 
very  truly, 

M.  H.  GRDCNELL. 

His  Excellency  A.  Burungame, 

United  State*  Minister,  8fc,,  ^c,  8fc, 


[Enclosure  C] 
Mr.  JVilliams  to  Mr,  Burlingame. 

Peking,  October  1,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  carefully  read  the  lEwo  letters  of  Mr.  Grinnell,  dated  June  15th  and  16th 
ultimo,  which  you  placed  in  my  hands,  and  in  compliance  with  ^our  request,  I  now  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  tnem,  explanatory  of  th4v^laim  of  the  underwriters  of  the  Caldera,  and  its 
decision  by  the  conmiissioners  of  claims  in  January,  1860. 
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In  the  letter  of  June  15  Mr.  OriDnell  remarks,  in  reference  to  the  convention  of  claims, 
signed  November  8,  1858,  that  the  sum  ^ven  bj  the  Chinese  fi;ovemment  was  intended  to 
cover  all  private  claims  of  American  citizens  to  that  date,  estimated  from  a  schedule  pre- 
sented to  their  ofiBcers  bj  Mr.  Reed ;  and,  to  quote  his  words,  **  was  a  fond  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  just  and  reasonable  claims  committed  to  the  United  States  in  trust  to  be  distributed 
among  the  parties  beneficial!;^  interested  in  the  fund."  This  explanation  of  the  principle  of 
the  convention  is  no  doubt  a  just  one ;  and  yet  if  he  means  thereby  to  convey  the  igipression 
that  the  Chinese  negotiators  granted  so  mucu  money  out  of  the  duties  on  American  commerce 
to  the  United  States  minister  with  which  to  pay  a  certun  number  of  claims  of  American  citi- 
sens  presented  to  them,  Mr.  Grinnell  has  been  misinformed  as  to  the  details  of  the  negotia- 
tions. No  schedule  was  ever  presented  to  the  Chinese  officers,  nor  did  thev  ever  ask  for  a 
list  of  the  claims :  and  when  Questioned  as  to  a  participation  in  their  adjudication,  declined 
to  have  axivthing  to  do  with  toe  decisions.  The  amount  inserted  in  the  convention  was  re- 
duced by  ^]40,(X)0  from  the  sum  first  demanded,  in  consequence  of  further  information  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  Reed  respecting  the  claims,  and  not  at  the  request  of  the  Chinese.  The 
United  States  government  was  made  the  sole  judge  of  the  justice  of  the  claims,  and  the 
Chinese  have  never  made  any  inquirv  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  money. 

It  is  incorrect,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  by  presenting  the  schedule  of  claims  to  the  Chinese 
officers  they  accepted  tbem ;  and  that  by  the  same  act  Mr.  Reed  considered  them  all  to  be 
valid ;  for,  in  fact,  no  schedule  was  ever  laid  before  them,  nor  did  Mr.  Reed  examine  them 
judicially  in  reference  to  their  accuracy  or  validity.  He  merely  submHted  them  to  the  State 
Department,  with  such  explanations  and  classifications  as  seemed  desirable  for  understanding 
the  whole  sub^'ect.  In  no  sense  can  it  be  said,  therefore,  as  Mr.  Grinnell  remarks,  **that 
the  validity  of  the  claims  was  ever  recognized  by  the  Chinese  government."  On  the  con- 
trary, when  this  particular  case  was  presented  to  them,  in  18&6  and  J  857,  they  rejected  it 
peremptorily  as  not  coming  under  the  treaty.  In  reality,  they  paid  the  demands  made  upon 
them  by  the  English  and  French  ininisters  as  well  as  the  American,  under  pressure;  and 
never  admitted  Uiat  there  was  any  justice  in  any  of  them,  nor  would  they  voluntarily  have 
ever  paid  a  single  claim. 

The  case  of  uie  Caldera,  consequently,  came  before  the  board  of  commissioners  of  claims, 
as  all  the  others  did,  entirelv  upon  its  own  merits ;  and  the  members  of  that  board  never 
had  an  idea  that  their  awards  on  it  or  any  other  claim  were  to  be  influenced  by  what  the 
Chinese  thought  of  them.  It  had  been  put  out  of  their  power  to  offer  even  an  opinion  of  the 
justice  of  the  award  in  a  single  instance. 

In  his  letter  Mr.  Grinnell  complains  that  the  claimants  for  the  Caldera  suffered  injustice 
because  they  were  not  heard  before  the  commissioners  or  minister ;  but  in  truth  this  case 
was  illustrated  by  more  evidence,  direct  and  collateral,  than  any  other  one  presented — not 
only  as  to  the  condition  of  the  ship  and  cargo  after  the  storm,  the  circumstances  of  the 
several  attacks  of  the  pirates,  and  the  disposal  of  the  cargo  after  she  had  been  pillaged,  but 
by  full  arguments  in  regard  to  the  legal  and  international  features  involved  in  the  transac- 
tion. All  the  evidence  obtained  at  Uong  Kong,  Macao,  Kulan.  and  Canton,  in  1854,  at  the 
time  the  casualty  occurred,  was  before  the  board,  showing  all  the  known  facts ;  and  so,  too, 
were  all  the  arg^uments  contained  in  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  McLane  and  Mr.  Parker 
with  Chinese  officials,  and  of  the  former  with  the  agents  in  China  of  the  underwriters,  and 
the  elaborate  argumenfbf  Mr.  F.  B.  Cutting,  of  £&cember  3,  1855,  in  behalf  of  the  case. 
All  the  vouchers,  accounts,  policies  and  affidavits  pertaining  to  it  were  on  hand  and  spread 
before  them ;  and  it  is  nearly  certain  that  no  new  fact  could  have  been  discovered  if  the 
case  had  been  argued  in  the  United  States,  for  the  actors  in  the  transaction  were  not  there ; 
nor  can  I  imagine  what  new  arguments  the  claimants  would  have  brought  forward.  It  is 
difficult  to  perceive  wherein  they  have  lost  any  advantage  by  having  their  case  decided  in 
China. 

Complaint  is  also  made  in  these  letters  of  want  of  time  to  prepare  the  case  for  a  hearing 
by  the  commissioners,  owin^  to  the  distance,  the  limited  period  of  their  session,  and  inade- 
quate notice.  The  fact  of  distance  could  not  have  been  a  hardship,  for  the  claimants  knew 
as  early  as  March,  1859,  when  the  act  of  Congress  was  passed,  that  the  board  was  directed 
to  sit  in  China,  and  that  their  case  was  to  come  before  it ;  and,  consequently,  that  no  time 
seed  be  lost  to  prepare  their  proof.  But  nearly  a  year  before,  on  the  27 th  oi  Maj,  1858, 1 
addressed  a  note  to  Messrs.  Russell  &  Co.,  and  I^e  Brothers  &  Co.,  as  agents  for  the  in- 
surance companies,  asking  them  to  prepare  and  furnish  evidence  respecting  the  ownership 
of  the  property,  and  circumstances  of  the  loss  of  the  Caldera,  that  it  might  be  deposited  in 
the  archives,  to  be  used  in  case  the  claims  were  adjusted  with  the  Chinese  government.  In 
reply  to  this  note,  apparently,  Mr.  Cutting,  their  attorney,  sent  three  documents,  September 
10,  J  858,  to  Mr.  Reed,  explanatory  of  the  case,  and  after  the  board  commenced  its  sittings 
at  Macao,  Russell  &  Co.,  in  December  5,  1859,  added  many  more  vouchers  and  accounts, 
making  in  all  about  thirty  separate  papers  and  pleadings,  touching  upon  this  one  clium. 
There  were  nearly  as  many  more  besides,  scattered  through  the  archives  of  the  legation, 
which  were  accessible  to  the  commissioners. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  disprove  negative  assertions,  but  in  this  case  I  cannot  see  how  the 
distance,  or  the  limited  session  of  the  commission,  operated  against  the  claimants,  for  they 
had  a  longer  notice  than  they  now  say  would  have  sufficed,  and  seem  to  have  fully  availed 
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tbemselves  of  it.  If  oral  pleadlo^  was  desirable  to  secure  a  lucoessfal  issue,  as  Mr.  Grinnell 
intimates,  vfhy  did  not  the  agents  in  China  come  before  the  board  and  i>lead  the  case  T  There 
can  be  little  ground  for  supposing  that  either  the  commissioners  or  minister  lacked  any  evi- 
dence or  argument  to  enable  them  to  come  to  an  intelligent  decision. 

Among  the  papers  now  on  file  lelating  to  the  Caldera,  there  is  no  copy  of  a  protest  or  ap- 
peal from  Messrs.  Russell  <&.  Co.  when  tney  received  the  award ;  nor  when  I  paid  them  the 
first  divided  of  (2]  ,950  62  in  January,  1860,  did  I  receive  a  protest,  and  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  hearing  of  it  at  any  time  after  that  date.  Messrs.  Alvord  &,  Co.,  whose  claim  for 
losses  at  the  same  time  was  decided  on  the  same  principle,  made  no  appeal  against  their 
award. 

The  remarks  in  Mr.  Grinnell's  letter  relating  to  the  decision  of  the  Caldera*s  case  need 
some  correction,  for  he  seems  to  have  been  misinformed.  As  soon  as  the  board  commenced 
iti  sittings,  November  14,  1859,  all  the  documents  relating  to  it,  as  well  as  others,  were  handed 
to  the  commissioners  out  of  the  archives,  and,  as  appears  by  their  journal,  those  concerning 
this  case  were  discussed  on  two  or  three  occasions.  Their  views  concerning  it  finally  differea 
so  entirely  that  they  deemed  it  best  to  write  out  their  reasons  at  length  and  submit  them  to 
Mr.  Ward  as  umpire.  The  two  documents  number  forty-six  folio  pages,  and  recite  the  par- 
ticulars connected  with  the  piracy  and  collusion  of  the  ofiBcials,  and  enter  at  length  into  the 
question  as  to  the  liability  of  the  Chinese  government  to  make  compensation  for  the  injury 
done  by  its  lawless  subjects,  the  whole  drawn  up  so  carefully  as  to  render  it  almost  unneces- 
sary to  refer  elsewhere  for  information  or  argument. 

Mr.  Ward  was  at  first  inclined  to  take  Dr.  Bradley's  view  of  the  case ;  but  when  the  de- 
spatch of  Mr.  Marcy,  of  October  5,  1855,  was  referred  to,  and  its  subsequent  confirmation  by 
Mr.  Cass,  in  May,  1859,  he  remarked  with  some  de^ee  of  satisfaction  tnat  the  decision  was 
thereby  taken  out  of  his  hands,  and,  as  he  observes  m  his  written  award,  ''his  duty  will  be 
discharged  by  ascertaining  as  near  as  possible  what  have  been  the  actual  losses  of  our  citi- 
aens."  Mr.  Grinnell  seems  to  lay  so  much  stress  on  the  words  actmal  lo$ses  in  Mr.  Marcy'a 
despatch,  as  to  overlook  the  principle  that  they  should  be  construed  by  the  context  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  be  defined  and  to  include  and  mean  only  those  losses  caused  by  the  pirates. 
Mr.  Marcy  could  hardly  have  intended  that  the  Emperor  of  China  should  be  made  resj^nsi- 
'  ble  for  damages  by  tempests  and  leakage,  even  if  intimately  connected  with  these  by  pirates 
in  time  and  place.  But  Mr.  G.  almost  assumes  that  the  commissioners  or  Mr.  Ward  bad 
no  option  left  as  to  their  decision,  but  must  pay  the  whole  claim  of  $89,727  09,  because  it 
was  all  an  actual  loss.  This  idea  he  derives  from  the  postulate,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the 
Chinese  government  had  accepted  the  schedule  of  claims  presented  to  them  by  Mr.  Reed, 
and  had  paid  a  sum  of  money  to  liquidate  them,  which  were  thereby  supposed  to  have  been 
declared  valid  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  because  the  Secretary  of  State  acknowl^ged  this 
one  in  particular  to  be  a  just  claim.  He  then  concludes  that  as  these  two  principal  parties 
had  thus  acted,  there  was  no  real  auUiority  left  with  the  board  of  claims  to  adjudicate  it  and 
no  occasion  for  tbem  to  interfere. 

But  it  has  been  shown  that  no  list  was  presented  to  the  Chinese  by  Mr.  Reed,  nor  did  he 
decide  on  the  validity  of  one  of  them,  and  that  the  commissioners  were  made  bv  the  act  of 
Congress  the  sole  judges  of  all  claims  presented  to  them.  Mr.  Ward  made  his  decision  after 
reading  his  instructions,  which  I  know  were  spoken  of  to  them  at  the  time,  for  I  was  cog- 
nizant of  all  the  circumstances ;  and,  moreover,  the  copy  of  this  decision  now  on  file  is  par^ 
in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Roberts. 

What  advanta^  Mr.  Ward  proposed  to' himself  or  any  one  elseby  withholding  Mr.  Marcy 'a 
despatch  I  cannot  conceive,  for  he  could  not  take  the  case  out  of  the  commissioners*  hands, 
and  their  written  statements  prove  that  they  decided  it  on  its  own  merits.  Mr.  Roberts's  fa- 
vorable award  is  based  on  broad  grounds  of  international  law,  and  implied  protection  and 
fulfilment  of  treaty  rights  by  the  Chinese  government,  which  obliged  them  to  act  more  ener- 
getically to  remedy  the  piracies  common  along  their  coasts,  and  the  pleading  concludes  with 
tne  admission  that  the  claimants  "  are  entitled  to  all  equity  which  the  facts  of  the  case  can 
possibly  give.  Their  loss  has  been  absolute  and  without  contingency  or  construction.*' 
^  He  then  indicates  the  basis  for  an  award:  "Equity,  however,  requires  that  the  allowance 
of  the  claim  should  be  made  with  a  deduction.    The  underwriters  and  others  should  not  be 

E laced  in  a  better  position  than  if  no  piracy  had  occurred.  The  ship  suffered  heavily  in  the 
urricane,  and  a  large  claim  on  the  insurance  offices  would  have  oeen  made.  The  vessel 
had  four  feet  of  water  in  the  hold,  and  had  been  much  strained ;  the  masts,  sails,  and  rigging 
had  been  nearly  lost  before  the  pirates  came  alongside.  It  is  impossible  now  to  say  what  the 
exact  amount  of  repairs,  salvage  or  general  average  would  have  oeen,  or  what  portion  of  the 
cargo  was  daoiagea  by  the  water  in  the  hold  or  other  leakage.  After  considering  all  the  dr- 
cumstanoee  and  taking  testimony,  I  deem  it  fit  to  allow  but  forty  per  cent,  of  the  claim  on 
the  policy  covering  the  hull,  and  the  same  on  the  policies  covering  the  cargo,  with  five  years' 
interest  at  twelve  per  cent  to  the  underwriters  in  the  United  States. 

"The  rejection  of  this  claim  in  1854  (on  grounds  which,  in  my  opinion,  overlook  the  dis- 
tin^ishin^  features  of  it)  has  necessitated  acarefal  review.  I.  have  endeavored  to  view  the 
subject  as  if  it  was  now  presented  for  the  first  time.  I  have  regarded  it  merely  as  a  legal 
question,  which  requires  a  judicial  solution  according  io  the  best  of  my  ability.'^ 
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This  award  was  accepted  id  principle  and  amount  by  Mr.  Ward,  but  I  think  that  neither 
of  the  commissioners  woold  have  at  any  time  regarded  Mr.  Marcy*8  despatch  as  superior,  or 
ooDlravening  the  act  of  Congress  which  authorized  the  board  of  claims.  They  woiUd  rather 
have  explained  it  according  to  the  act,  that  being  the  highest  authority.  I  do  not  know  when 
they  first  learned  the  purport  of  the  despatch,  but  the  charge  brought  against  Mr.  Ward  of 
withholding  it  seems  to  be  both  unfounded  and  unnecessary. 

He  assisted  them  wheneyer  it  was  requested,  but  as  the  Caldera  was  the  only  claim  on 
which  they  differed,  that  assistance  amounted  merely  to  furnishing  documents.  There  was 
no  oversight  or  error  on  the  part  of  any  one  in  deciding  the  claims  such  as  these  letters  de- 
scribe, and  particularly  this  one.  Mr.  Ward  regarded  himself  as  appointed  by  the  act  merely 
to  approve  their  finding  when  it  was  unanimous,  or  decide  which  was  just  when  it  differed, 
not  at  all  authorized  to  reject  or  modif^r  it,  or  make  one  of  his  own.  I  may  perhaps  be  al- 
lowed to  add,  that  I  know  how  much  he  endeavored  to  act  impartially ;  also,  that  the  com- 
missioners took  all  possible  precautions  in  forming  their  decisions.  I  heard  several  Ameri- 
cans in  China,  claimants  ana  non-claimants,  and  some,  too,  whose  claims  had  been  cut  down, 
express  their  approval  of  the  carefulness  and  diligence  exhibited  in  investigating  the  claims 
and  the  fairness  of  the  awards.  There  was  no  end  to  be  gained  by  the  examiners  in  with- 
holding money  which  seemed  to  be  justly  due  the  claimants,  for  neither  of  them  would  be 
benefited,  and  Mr.  Ward,  especially,  could  have  no  obiect  in  withholding  his  instructions. 

There  were  several  claimants  whose  cases  were  rejected  entirely,  as  not  coming  within  the 
letter  of  the  act,  because  they  were  not  American  citizens,  or  for  other  reasons,  to  whom  this 
rejection  was  a  great  hardship.  They  were  all  included  in  the  first  schedule  made  out  by 
Mr.  Bead,  and  meir  losses  were  as  actual  as  those  of  the  insurers  of  the  Caldera,  and  perhaps 
more  serious  to  them.  Some  of  those  rejected  claims  were  those  of  native  employ^,  who 
stood  by  their  masters  in  circumstances  of  great  danger,  and  confided  their  property  to  them 
on  the  assurance  of  its  safety,  only  to  see  it  consumed  without  remedy,  while,  too,  a  number 
of  their  countrymen  in  English  employ,  and  sufferers  in  like  manner,  nave  been  compensated. 
All  these  claims  were  (according  to  Mr.  G. )  considered  alike  valid  by  Mr.  Reed  ;  and  if  the  com- 
missione-rs  had  allowed  them  as  they  were^laimed,  the  pro  rata  sum  which  the  Caldera's  claim- 
ants would  have  been  entitled  to  by  this  distribution  was  only  $16,655.  Moreover,  Mr.  Mar- 
cy*s  despatch  said  nothing  about  interest,  but  the  five  years'  interest  at  twelve  per  cent,  paid 
on  the  award  made  the  payment  altogether  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  claim. 

The  point  of  the  case  in  which  Mr.  Grinneirs  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  despatch  was  to 
be  considered  absolute  in  regard  to  this  claim,  irrespective  of  all  investigation  as  to  its  merits 
by  the  commissioners,  and  that  as  the  Chiuese  government  gave  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  government  through  Mr.  Reed,  after  accepting  the  schedule  of  claims,  all  of  it  was 
to  be  divided  among  the  claimants,  more  or  less,  but  in  the  Caldera's  case  apparently  not 
pro  rata. 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  his  errors  as  to  facts,  and  that  the  case  was  fully  shown  in  the 
evidence  and  argument  before  the  board,  that  the  claimants  had  ample  time  granted  them  to 
prepare  and  present  their  pleading,  and  that  neither  oversight  nor  iujustice  was  done  them  in 
the  premises.  There  is,  therefore,  not  a  sufficient  ground  to  be  found  for  reopening  the  case, 
nor  for  paying  the  additional  sum  now  asked. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  Anson  Burunoame,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

No.  94.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  November  9,  1 864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  neni  two  decrees  made  by  me,  and  approved  by 
the  consuls,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  22,  1860. 

The^r*^  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  irregularities  of  lawless  men  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Chinese  rebellion ;  the  second  by  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  second  decree  is  largely  taken  from  forms  made 
by  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Constantinople,  which  have  already 
been  submitted  by  you  to  Congress.  With  our  minister,  the  Hon.  E.  Joy  Morris, 
I  wish  to  bear  witness  to  the  ability  of  Mr.  Godard  in  this  respect,  and  to  beg 
that  the  credit  ascribed  to  these  rules  may  be  transferred  to  him.  I  wish  also 
to  express  my  tlianks  to  George  F.  Seward,  esq.,  consul  general  at  Shanghai, 
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for  many  yalnable  practical  suggestions.    I  am  chieflj  indebted  to  him  for  the 
fee  bill.    He  came  to  Peking  at  my  reqneet  to  consult  in  relation  to  these  decrees. 

I  have  carefally  compared  these  roles  with  those  '*  framed  for  the  supreme 
consnlar  court,  and  other  consular  courts,  in  the  dominions  of  the  Sublime 
Ottoman  Porte,  under  the  order  of  her  Majesty  in  council  of  the  27th  day  of 
August,  1860,  by  the  judge  of  her  Majesty's  supreme  consular  court,  and 
approved  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state  ;"  and  while  I 
find  them  covering  the  same  ground,  I  think  those  of  Mr.  Gk)dard  are  less 
elaborate  and  more  practical.  Their  adoption,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  very 
language  of  Mr.  Godard,  is  a  great  advantage.  They  need  but  to  be  adopted  in 
Japan  to  secure  a  uniform  system  throughout  the  east.  Whatever  other  roles 
may  be  approved  or  rejected,  I  am  sure  that  No.  44,  which  I  inserted,  will  re- 
main. It  is  this  :  "  No  consul  shall  recognize  the  claim  of  any  American  citi- 
zen arising  out  of  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
February  17, 1862,  relating  to  the  'coolie  trade,'  so  called,  nor  any  claim  whidi 
involves  the  holding  any  person  in  slavery."  I  send  also  the  circular  of  Mr. 
Seward,  (marked  A.)  I  also  enclose  the  decrees  as  printed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Shakghai,  November  1,  1864. 
I  have  been  directed  by  his  excellency  the  honorable  Anson  Burling^me,  United  States 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  to  China,  to  publish  the  following^  decrees  of 
23d  and  23d  April  last.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  they  become  of  bindingforce 
and  efiect  from  this  date.  Certified  copies  of  the  decrees  have  gone  forward  for  simoltaneoos 
publication  at  the  several  ports. 

GEO.  F.  SEWARD,  Cousml  General 


JRegnlationefor  the  consular  courts  of  the  UniiA  States  of  America  in  China. 

In  pursuance  of  section  5  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  22,  1860,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  cany  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  between  the  United  States,  ChimL 
Japan,  Siam,  Persia,  and  other  countries,  giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  ana 
consuls,  or  other  functionaries  of  the  United  States  in  those  countries,  or  for  other  puiposes," 
I,  Anson  Burlingame,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  United  States 
to  the  empire  of  China,  do  hereby  decree  the  following  rules  and  regulations,  which  shall 
have  the  force  of  law  in  the  consular  courts  of  China : 

J.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  ports  open  to  foreign 
trade  in  the  dominions  of  the  Emperor  of  China  is  required  to  be  enrolled  in  the  consular 
register,  and  shall  apply  in  person  at  the  consulate  within  thirty  days  after  the  publication 
of  this  decree.  Every  American  citizen  who  may  arrive  within  the  limits  of  the  port,  save 
and  except  any  one  who  may  be  borne  on  the  muster-roll  of  an  American  vessel,  snail  apply 
within  ten  days  at  the  consulate  to  be  enrolled.  Any  American  citizen  neglecting  to  be  so 
enrolled  will  not  be  entitled  to  claim  the  protection  or  intervention  of  the  authorities,  unless 
he  can  furnish  a  valid  reason  for  not  so  doi|^. 
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2.  In  all  cases  wbeie  an  applicant  to  be  enrolled  cannot  famish  a  passport  or  other  legal 
proof  of  his  citizenship,  he  shall  make  oath  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  if 
the  consnl  deem  desirable,  be  required  to  bring  such  farther  eridence  as  he  shall  consider 
satisfj&ctory. 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Feking,  April  22,  1864. 

Assented  to :  GEO.  F.  SEWARD,  Consul  General. 

Peking,  April  22, 1664. 

Assented  to:  OLIVER  H.  PERRY,  U,  S,  Consul. 

Canton  July,  12,  1864. 

Assented  to:  J.  C.  A.  WINGATE,  U.  S,  Consul. 

Swatow,  September  3,  1864. 

Assented  to ;  OLIVER  B.  BRADFORD,  U.  S.  Vke-consul, 

Amoy,  August  30,  1864. 

Assented  to :  A.  L.  CLARKE,  U.  S.  Vice-consul. 

Foo-CHOW-Poo,  1864. 

Assented  to:  EDWARD  C.  LORD,  U.  S.  Vice-consul. 

NiNGPO,  June  20,  1864. 

Assented  to :  WM.  BRECK,  U.  8.  Consul. 

Hankow,  June  11,  1864. 

Assented  to :  H.  G.  BRIDGES,  U.  S.  Vice-consul. 

KiNKiANG,  June  13,  1864. 

Assented  to:  G.  H.  COLTON  SALTER,  Acting  U.  8.  Consul. 

Chinkiang,  June  2,  1864. 

Assented  to:  S.  W.  POMEROY,  Jr.,  U.  5.  Vice-consul. 

Tientsin,  AprU  27,  1864. 


Regulations  for  the  consular  courts  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  China. 

In  parsnance  of  section  5  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  Jane 22,  I860,  entitled  "An 
act  to  cany  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  between  the  United  States,  China, 
Japan,  Siam,  Persia,  and  other  countries,  giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and 
consuls,  or  other  functionaries  of  the  United  States  in  those  countries,  or  for  other  purposes,*' 
I,  Anson  Burlingame,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  Unitea  States 
to  the  empire  of  China,  do  hereby  decree  the  following  rules  and  regulations  for  the  guidance 
of  the  consular  courts  in  China : 

I. — ordinary  civil  proceedings. 

1.  HotD  commenced, — Civil  proceedings  between  American  citizens  must  commence  by 
written  petition  verified  by  oath  before  the  consul. 

2.  Three  classes  of  action, — Ordinary  personal  civil  actions  are  of  three  classes,  viz :  con- 
tract, comprising  all  cases  of  contract  or  debt ;  wrone,  when  damages  are  claimed  for  a  wrong ; 
replevin,  when  possession  of  a  specified  article  is  claimed. 

3.  Demand  necessary  in  contract  and  replevin, — In  contract,  the  petition  must  aver  that 
pavment,  or  a  performance  of  the  conditions  of  the  contract  has  been  demanded  and  with- 
held ;  and,  in  replevin,  that  the  articles  to  be  Replevied  have  been  demanded. 

4.  Petitioner  must  deposit  money. — ^The  petitioner  shall  be  required  to  deposit  a  reasonable 
sum  to  defray  the  probable  expenses  of  court  and  defendant's  costs ;  subsequent  deposits  may 
be  required,  if  found  necessary. 

5.  Notice  to  defendant. — Upon  deposit  of  the  money,  the  consul  shall  order  notice  on  the 
petition,  in  writing,  directing  defendant  to  appear  before  the  court  at  a  given  day  and  hour 
to  file  his  written  answer  on  oath. 

6.  Serviu. — Notice  must  be  served  on  each  defendant  at  least  five  days  before  return  day, 
by  delivery  of  an  attested  copy  of  the  petition  and  order,  and  of  any  accompanying  account 
or  paper. 

7.  Personal  service  should  always  be  required  when  practicable. 

8.  Default, — On  proof  of  due  notice,  judgment  by  default  sh^l  be  procured  against  any 
defendant  failing  to  appear  and  file  his  answer  as  required ;  but  the  default  may  be  taken  off 
for  good  cause  within  one  day  after,  exclusive  of  Sunday. 
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9.  Ditmages. — Bat  in  actions  of  wrong,  and  all  othen  where  the  damagee  are  in  thdr  nature 
unliquidated  and  indefinite,  so  that  they  cannot  be  calcolated  with  precisicm  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  petition,  the  amoant  of  the  judgment  shall  be  ascertained  hy  eyidenoe,  notwith- 
standing the  default. 

10.  Answer. — If  defendant  appears  and  answers,  the  consul,  having  both  parties  before 
him,  shall,  before  proceeding  further,  encouraee  a  settlement  by  mutual- agreement,  or  by 
submission  of  the  case  to  referees  aereed  on  by  me  parties,  a  minority  of  whom  s^all  decide  it 

11.  AmtndmenU. — Parties  should,  at  the  trial,  be  confined  as  closely  as  may  be  to  the  aver- 
ments and  denials  of  the  statement  and  answer,  which  shall  not  be  altered  after  filing  except 
by  leave  granted  in  open  court. 

12.  American  mtneeaes  compelled  to  attend, — On  application  of  either  party  and  advance 
of.  the  fees,  the  counsel  shall  compel  the  attendance  of  any  witness  within  nis  jurisdiction 
before  himself,  referees,  or  commissioners. 

13.  Parties  are  witnesses, — ^Each  party  is  entitled  and  may  be  required  to  testify. 

14.  Decrees  to  be  obeyed, — Judgment  may  be  given  summarily  against  either  party  failing 
to  obey  any  order  or  decree  of  the  consul. 

15.  Attachment  and  arrest, — For  sufficient  cause,  and  on  sufficient  security,  the  consul,  on 
filing  a  petition,  may  gprant  a  process  of  attachment  of  any  defendants  property  to  a  sufficient 
amount,  or  of  arrest  of  any  defendant  not  a  married  woman,  nor  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  under  commission  from  the  President. 

16.  Dissolution  of  attachment. — Defendant  may  at  any  time  hare  the  attachment  dissolved 
by  depositing  such  sum,  or  giving  such  security,  as  the  consul  may  require. 

17.  Sale  of  perishable  property, — Perishable  property,  or  such  as  is  liable  to  serious  depre- 
ciation under  attachment,  may,  on  petition  of  ;either  party,  be  sold  on  the  consul's  order,  and 
its  proceeds  deposited  in  the  consulate. 

18.  Release  of  debtor, — ^Any  defendant  arrested  or  imprisoned  on  civil  petition  shall  be 
released  on  tender  of  a  sufficient  bond,  deposit  of  a  sufficient  sum,  or  assignment  of  sufficient 
property. 

19.  Debtor*8  disclosure, — ^Any  person  under  civil  arrest  or  imprisonment  may  have  his 
creditor  cited  before  the  consul  to  near  a  disclosure  of  the  prisoner's  affairs  under  oath,  and  to 
question  thereon ;  and  if  the  consul  shall  be  satisfied  of  ita  truth  and  thoroughness,  and  of 
the  honesty  of  the  debtor's  conduct  towards  the  creditor,  he  shall  forever  discharge  him  firom 
arrest  upon  that  debt,  provided  that  the  prisoner  shall  offer  to  transfer  and  secure  to  his  cred- 
itor the  property  disclosed,  or  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt,  at  the  consul's  valuation. 

20.  Debtor*s  board, — ^The  creditor  must  auvance  to  the  jailer  his  fees  and  payment  for  his 
prisoner's  board  until  the  ensuing  Monday,  ahd  afterwards  weekly,  or  the  debtor  wHl  be 
discharged  from  imprisonment  ana  future  arrest. 

21.  Execution, — On  the  second  day  after  judgment  (exclusive  of  Sunday)  execution  may 
issue,  enforcing  the  same  with  interest  at  12  per  cent,  a  year,  against  the  property  and  person 
of  the  debtor,  returnable  in  thirty  days,  and  renewable. 

22.  Seizure  and  sale  of  primerty. — Sufficient  property  to  satisfy  the  execution  and  all  ex- 
penses may  be  seiz^  and  sold  at  public  auction  by  the  officer  after  due  notice. 

23.  Property  attadied  on  petition,  and  not  advertised  for  sale  within  ten  days  after  final 
iudgment,  shall  be  returned  to  the  defendant. 

^.  Final  judgment  for  d^endant, — When  final  judgement  is  given  in  favor  of  defendant, 
his  person  and  property  are  at  once  freed  from  imprisonment  or  attachment,  and  all  security 
^ven  by  himMiscbarged.  And  the  consul  may,  at  his  discretion,  award  him  compensation 
for  any  damage  necessarily  And  directly  sustained  by  reason  of  such  attachment,  arrest,  or 
imprisormient. 

25.  Offset, — In  actions  of  contract  defendant  may  ofiset  petitioner's  claim  by  any  contract 
claim,  ^ing  his  own  claim,  under  oath,  with  his  answer.  Petitioner  shall  be  notified  to  file 
his  answer  seasonably,  on  oath,  and  the  two  claims  shall  then  be  ti  ied  together,  and  but  one 
judgment  given  for  the  difference,  if  any  be  proved  in  favor  of  either  ^urty,  otherwise  for 
defendant's  costs. 

26.  Costs. — ^Except,  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  party  finally  prevailing  recovers  costs,  to 
be  taxed  by  him  ana  revised  by  the  consul. 

,  27.  Trustee  process, — ^In  contract  the  consul  may  order  defendant's  property  or  credits  in  a 
third  party's  hands  to  be  attached  on  the  petition  by  serving  him  with  due  notioo  as  trustee, 
provided  petitioner  secures  trustee  his  costs  by  adequate  special  deposit 

28.  Trustee^s  costs. — ^If  adjudged  trustee,  the  third  party  may  retain  his  costs  from  the 
amount  for  which  he  is  adjudged  trustee  if  sufficient ;  otherwise  the  balance  of  trustee's  costs 
must  be  paid  out  of  petitioner's  special  deposit,  as  must  the  whole  of  his  costs  if  not  adjudged 
trustee. 

29.  Demand  on  trustee  upon  execution, — ^The  amount  for  which  a  trustee  is  chaiged  must 
be  inserted  in  the  execution,  and  demanded  of  him  by  the  officer  within  ten  days  after  judg- 
ment, or  all  claim  on  him  ceases.  Process  against  property  or  person  of  the  trustee  may  issue 
ten  days  after  demand. 

30.  Debt  must  be  at  least  ten  dollars, — ^If  petitioner  recovers  judgment  for  lees  than  ten 
dollars,  or  if  lees  than  ten  dollars  of  defendant's  property  or  credits  is  proved  in  the  third 
party's  hands,  in  either  case  the  third  party  must  be  discharged  with  costs  against  petitions. 
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31.  Rgplecin, — ^Before  frrantfnpf  a  Tirit  of  replevin  the  conmil  shall  require  petitioner  to  file 
a  Boffivient  bond,  with  two  responsible  sureties,  for  double  the  value  of  the  property  to  be 
replevied,  one  an  American  citizen,  or  petitioner  may  deposit  the  required  amount 

n— TENDER,  ETC. 

32.  Before  a  creditor  files  his  petition  in  contract,  his  debtor  maj  make  an  absolute  and 
unconditional  offer  of  the  amount  ne  considers  due  by  tendering  the  money  in  the  sight  of 
the  creditor  or  his  legal  representative. 

33.  Deposit, — If  not  accepted,  the  debtor  shall,  at  his  own  risk  and  paying  the  charges, 
deposit  the  money  with  the  consul,  who  shall  receipt  to  him  and  notify  the  creditor. 

34.  Demand  or  withdrawal, — It  shall  be  paid  to  the  creditor  at  any  time,  if  demanded, 
unless  previously  withdrawn  by  the  depositor. 

35.  Costs. — If  the  depasitor  does  not  withdraw  his  deposit,  and,  upon  trial,  is  not  adjudged 
to  have  owed  petitioner  at  the  time  of  the  tender  more  than  its  amount,  he  shall  recover  all 
his  costs. 

36.  Offer  to  he  defaulted. — At  any  stage  of  a  suit  in  contract  or  wrong,  defendant  may  file 
an  offer  to  be  defaulted  for  a  specific  sum  and  the  costs  up  to  that  time ;  and  if  petitioner 
chooses  to  proceed  to  trial,  and  does  not  recover  more  than  the  sum  offered  and  interest,  he 
shall  pay  all  defendant's  costs  arising  after  the  offer,  execution  issuing  for  the  balance  only. 

m. --REFERENCE. 

37.  When  parties  agree  to  a  reference,  they  shall  immediately  file  a  rule,  and  the  fiaae  be 
marked  **  referred ;"  a  commission  shall  then  issue  to  the  referees,  with  a  copy  of  all  papers 
filed  in  the  case. 

38.  Award  and  acceptance. — ^The  referees  shall  report  their  award  to  the  consul,  who  shall 
accept  the  same  and  give  judgment  and  issue  execution  thereon,  unless  satisfied  of  fraud, 
perjury,  corruption,  or  gross  error  in  the  proceedings. 

39.  H'hen  transmitted  to  minister, — In  cases  involving  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  if 
his  acceptance  is  withheld,  the  consul  shall  at  once  transmit  the  whole  case,  with  a  brief 
statement  of  his  reasons,  and  the  evidence  therefor,  to  the  minister,  who  shall  give  his  judg- 
ment on  the  award,  or  grant  a  new  trial  before  the  consul. 

IV. — APPEAL. 

40.  Must  be  within  one  day. — Appeals  must  be  claimed  before  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  day  alter  judgment,  (excluding  Sunday;)  but  in  civil  cases,  only  upon  sufficient 
security. 

41.  To  be  perfected  within  five  days. — Within  five  days  after  judgment  the  appellant  must 
set  forth  his  reasons  by  petition  filed  with  the  consul,  which  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as 
may  be  to  the  minister,  with  a  copy  of  docket  entries  and  of  all  papers  in  the  case. 

v.— NEW  TRIAL. 

42.  Because  of  perjury, — On  proof  of  the  perjury  of  any  imi>ortant  witness  of  the  prevailing 
party  upon  a  material  point  affecting  the  decision  of  a  suit,  the  consul  who  tried  it  may, 
within  a  year  after  final  judgment,  grant  a  new  trial  on  such  terms  as  he  may  deem  just. 

43.  6'«/tcr«//y.— Within  one  year  after  final  judgment  in  any  suit  not  involving  more  than 
Bre  hundred  dollars,  the  consul  who  tried  it,  or  his  successor,  may,  upon  sufficient  security, 
grant  a  new  trial  where  justice  manifestly  requires  it ;  if  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  minister. 

VL— HABEAS  CORPUS. 

44.  Slaves  not  to  be  held, — ^No  consul  shall  recognize  the  claim  of  any  American  citizen 
arising  out  of  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  19, 1862, 
relating  to  the  **  coolie  trade,"  so  culled,  nor  any  claim  which  involves  the  holding  any  person 
in  slavery. 

45.  Habeas  corpus, — Upon  application  of  any  person  in  writing  and  under  oath,  represent- 
ing that  he  or  any  other  person  is  enslaved,  unlawfully  imprisoned,  or  deprived  of  his  liberty 
by  any  American  citizen  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  consul,  such  consul  may  issue  his  writ 
of  haiens  corpus^  directing  such  citizen  to  bring  said  person,  if  in  his  custody  or  under  his 
control,  before  him,  and  the  question  shall  be  determined  summarily,  subject  to  appeaL 

Vn.— DIVORCE. 

46.  Libels  for  divorce  must  be  signed  and  sworn  to  before  the  consul,  and  on  the  trial  each 
party  may  testify. 

47.  Attachment. — ^The  consul,  for  good  cause,  may  order  the  attachment  of  libeller's  prop- 
erty to  such  an  amount  and  on  such  terms  as  he  may  think  proper. 

27  D  C  *  uigiLizeu  uy '^^jv-^v^^i^^ 


418  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE, 

48.  Husband  to  advance  money. — ^He  may  also,  at  his  discretion,  order  the  husband  to 
advance  his  wife,  or  pay  into  court,  a  reasouable  sum  to  enable  her  to  prosecute  or  defend 
the  libel,  with  a  reasonable  monthly  allowance  for  her  support  pending  the  proceedings. 

49.  Alimony. — ^Alimony  may  be  awarded  or  denied  the  wife  on  her  divorce,  at  his  discretion 

50.  Custody  of  the  minor  children  may  be  decreed  to  such  party  as  justice  and  the  children's 
good  may  require. 

51.  Release  of  fro(A.— Divorce  releases  both  parties,  and  they  shall  not  be  re-married  to  each 
other. 

52.  Costs, — Costs  are  at  the  discretion  of  the  consul. 

Yin.— MARRIAGE. 

53.  Record  and  return. — Each  consul  shall  record  all  marriages  solemnized  by  him  or  in 
his  official  presence. 

IX. — BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

54.  The  birth  and  death  of  every  American  citizen  within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction  shall 
likewise  be  recorded. 

X.— BANKRUPTCY,  PARTNERSHIP,  PROBATE,  ETC, 

55.  Until  promulgation  of  further  regulations,  consuls  will  continue  to  exercise  their  former 
lawful  jurisdiction  and  authority  in  bankruptcy,  partnerships,  probate  of  wills,  administration 
of  estates  and  other  matters  of  equity,  admiralty,  ecclesiastical  and  comm'»n  law,  not 
specially  provided  for  in  previous  decrees,  according  to  such  reasonable  rules  not  repugnant 
to  the  Constitution,  treaties,  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  they  may  find  necessary  or 
convenient  to  adopt. 

XI. — SEAMEN. 

56.  In  proceedings  and  prosecutions  instituted  by  or  against  American  seamen,  the  consul 
may,  at  his  discretion,  suspend  any  of  these  rules  in  favor  of  the  seamen  wbeu,  in  his 
opinion,  justice,  humanity  and  public  policy  require  it. 

Xn. — CRIMINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

57.  How  commenced. — Complaints  and  informations  against  American  citizens  should 
always  be  signed  and  sworn  to  before  the  consul  when  the  complainant  or  informant  is  at 
or  near  the  consuPs  port. 

58.  Utw  authenticated. — All  complaints  and  informations  not  so  signed  and  sworn  to  by 
a  citizen  of  the  United  State.8,  and  all  complaints  and  informations  iu  capital  cases,  must  be 
authenticated  by  the  consults  certificate  of  his  knowledge  or  belief  of  the  substantial  truth 
of  enough  of  the  complaint  or  information  to  justify  the  an-est  of  the  party  charged. 

59.  Copy  of  accusation, — No  citizen  shall  be  arraigned  fur  trial  until  the  offence  charged 
is  distinctly  made  known  to  him  by  the  consul  iu  respondent's  own  language.  In  cases  of 
magnitude,  and  in  all  cases  when  demanded,  an  attested  copy  (or  translation)  of  the  com- 
plamt,  information,  or  statement,  authenticated  by  the  consul,  shall  be  furnished  to  him  in 
his  own  language,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  his  arrest. 

60.  Presence  of  auuxer. — The  personal  presence  of  the  accuser  is  indispensable  throughout 
the  trial. 

61.  May  testify. — He  shall  be  informed  of  his  right  to  testify  and  cautioned  that  if  he  chooses 
to  offer  himself  as  a  witness,  he  must  answer  all  questions  that  may  be  propounded  by  the 
consul  or  his  order,  like  any  other  witness. 

62.  American  toitnes^es  compelled  to  attend. — The  government  and  the  accused  are  equally 
entitled  to  compulsory  process  for  witnesses  within  their  jurisdiction ;  and  if  the  consiil 
believes  the  accused  to  oe  unable  to  advance  the  fees,  his  necessary  witnesses  shall  be  sum- 
moned at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

63.  Fine  and  cost. — ^When  punishment  is  by  fine,  costs  may  be  included  or  remitted  at 
the  consul's  discretion.  An  alternative  sentence  of  thirty  days'  imprisonment  shall  take  effect 
on  non-payment  of  any  part  of  the  fine  or  costs  adjudged  in  any  criminal  proceeding. 

64.  Any  prisoner,  before  conviction,  may  be  admitted  to  bail  by  the  consul  who  tries  him, 
ezoept  in  capital  cases. 

65.  Cnpital  cases. — No  prisoner  charged  with  a  capital  offence  shall  be  admitted  to  bail 
where  the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presumption  of  his  guilt  great. 

66.  Afttr  conviction. — ^Afler  conviction  and  appeal  the  prisoner  may  be  admitted  to  bail 
only  by  the  minister. 

67.  American  hail. — Any  citizen  of  the  United  States  offering  himself  as  bail  shall  sign 
and  swear,  before  the  consul,  to  a  schedule  of  unincumbered  property  of  a  value  at  least 
double  the  amount  of  the  reauired  bail. 

68  Foreign  bail. — Any  other  proposed  bail  or  security  shall  sig^  and  swear  before  the 
consul  to  a  similar  schedule  of  unincumbered  personal  property  within  the  local  jurisdiction 
of  the  consulate,  or  he  may  be  required  to  deposit  the  amount  in  money  or  valuables  with 
die  consul.  /^ 
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69.  TtDO  sureties, — ^Unless  sticb  sufficient  citizen  becomes  bail,  or  sncb  deposit  be  made, 
at  least  two  sureties  shall  be  required. 

70.  Surrender. — Any  American  bail  may  have  leave  of  the  consul  to  surrender  his  pnncipal 
on  payment  of  all  costs  and  expenses. 

71.  Prosecutor  may  be  required  to  give  security  — ^Any  complainant,  informant,  or  prosecutor 
mav  be  required  to  give  security  for  all  costs  of  the  prosecution,  including  those  of  the  accused ; 
ana  every  complainant,  &c.,  not  a  citizen  of  the  UDited  States,  shall  be  so  required,  unless, 
in  the  consul's  opinion,  justice  will  be  better  promoted  otherwise ;  and  when  such  security  is 
refused  the  prosecution  shall  abate. 

TZ,  Honorable  acquittal. — When  the  innocence  of  the  accused,  both  in  law  and  intention, 
is  manifest,  the  consul  shall  add  to  the  usual  judgment  of  acquittal  the  word  **  honorably.'* 

73.  Costs. — ^In  such  case  judgment  may  be  given  and  execution  issued  summarily  against 
any  informer,  complainant,  or  prosecutor  for  the  whole  costs  of  the  trial,  including  those  of 
the  accused,  or  for  any  part  of  either,  or  both,  if  the  proceeding  appears  to  have  been  ground- 
less and  vexatious,  originating  in  corrupt,  malicious,  or  vindictive  motives. 

74.  Minor  offences. — Consuls  will  ordinarily  encourage  the  settlement  of  all  prosecutions 
not  of  a  heinous  character  by  the  parties  aggrieved  or  concerned. 

XIII.-— OATHS. 

75.  Oaths  shall  be  administered  in  some  language  that  the  witness  understands. 

76.  Not  Christians. — A  witness  not  a  Christian  shall  be  sworn  according  to  his  religious 
belief. 

77.  Atheist. — An  avowed  atheist  shall  not  be  sworn,  but  may  affirm,  under  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  perjury  ;  the  credibility  of  his  evidence  being  for  the  consideration  of  the  consul. 

78.  Affirmation. — A  Christian,  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  an  oath,  may  affirm,  under 
the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury. 

XIV.— DOCKETS,  RECORDS,  ETC. 

79.  Civil  docket. — Each  consul  shall  keep  a  reg^l^r  docket  or  calendar  of  all  civil  actions 
and  proceedings,  entering  each  case  separately,  numbering  consecutively  to  the  end  of  his 
term  of  office,  with  the  date  of  filing,  the  names  of  the  parties  in  full,  their  natiooality,  the 
nature  of  the  proceeding,  the  sum  or  thing  claimed,  with  minutes  and  dates  of  all  orders, 
decrees,  continuances,  appeals,  and  proceedings,  until  final  judgment. 

80.  Criminal  — He  shall  keep  another  regular  docket  fur  all  crimiual  cases,  with  sufficient 
similar  memoranda. 

81.  Filing yapers. — ^All  original  papers  shall  be  filed  at  once  and  never  removed  ;  no  per- 
son but  an  officer  of  the  consulate  or  minister  should  be  allowed  access  to  them.  All  papers 
in  a  case  must  be  kept  together  in  one  enclosure,  and  numbered  as  in  the  docket,  with  the 
parties'  names,  the  nature  of  the  proceeding,  the  yeai  of  filing  the  petition,  and  of  tinal  judg- 
ment couspicuously  marked  on  the  enclosure,  and  each  year's  cases  kept  by  themselves  in 
their  order. 

XV. — LIMITATION  OP  ACTIONS  AND  PROSECUTIONS. 

82.  Criminal. — Heinous  offences  not  capital  must  be  prosecuted  within  six  years ;  minor 
offences  within  one. 

83.  Cicil. — Civil  actions,  based  on  written  promise,  contract,  or  instrument,  must  be  com- 
menced within  six  years  after  the  cause  of  action  accrues ;  others  within  two. 

84.  Absence  ;  fraudulent  concealment. — In  prosecutions  for  heinous  offences  not  capital,  and 
in  civil  cases  involving  more  than  |500,  any  abhonce  of  respondent  or  defendaut  for  more 
than  three  months  at  a  time  from  China  shall  be  added  to  the  limiiation ;  and  in  civil  cases 
involving  mi^re  than  $100,  the  period  during  which  the  cause  of  action  may  be  fraudulently 
concealed  by  defendaut  shall  likewise  be  added. 

XVI. — GENERAL   PROVISIONS. 

85.  Trials  public. — All  trials  and  proceedings  in  the  United  States  consular  courts  in  China 
shall  be  open  and  public. 

86.  Interpreting  and  translating. — Papers  and  testimony  in  a  foreign  language  shall  be 
translated  into  English  by  a  sworn  interpreter  appointed  by  the  consul ;  in  civil  cases  to  be 

Said  by  petitioner.     Oaths  and  questions  shall  be  tianslateU  by  the  interpreter  from  the  £ug- 
sh  for  any  witness  who  does  not  understand  £uglish. 

87.  Testimony. — ^Parties  may  be  required  to  tile  their  petitions,  answers,  complaints,  infor- 
mations, and  all  other  papers  addressed  to  the  court  in  English ;  or  they  may  be  translated 
by  the  iuteipreier  at  the  consul's  discretion.  All  testimony  must  be  taken  in  writing  in  open 
court  by  the  consul  or  his  order,  and  signed  by  the  witness,  afcer  being  read  over  to  him  for 
his  approval  and  correction,  and  it  shall  form  part  of  the  papers  in  the  case. 

88.  Adjournment, — The  consul  may  adjourn  his  court  trum  time  to  time  and  place  to  place 
within  his  jurisdiction,  always  commencing  proceeiiiugs  and  giviug  judgment  at  the  consu- 
late. 
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89.  Oficer, — All  processes  not  served  by  the  consul  personally  must  be  executed  by  an 
officer  ot  the  coDSulate,  who  shall  sign  his  return,  specifying  the  time  and  mode  of  serrice, 
and  annexing  an  account  of  his  fees. 

90.  Copies  on  appeal. — On  appeal,  copies  of  all  the  papers  must  be  paid  for  in  advance  by 
the  appellant,  except  in  criminal  cases  where  respondent  is  unable  to  pay. 

91.  Covieg, — Any  person  interested  is  entitled  to  a  copy  of  any  paper  on  file,  on  prepay- 
ment of  tne  fee. 

92.  Reasonable  clearness,  precision,  and  certainty  should  be  required  in  the  papers,  and 
substantial  justice  and  all  practicable  despatch  is  expected  in  the  decisions. 

93.  Definition  of  consul. — The  word  "consul"  is  intended  to  include  the  consul  general, 
and  any  vice-consul  or  deputy  consul  actually  exercising  the  consular  power  at  any  consulate, 
unless  the  sense  requires  a  more  limited  construction. 

94.  Associates. — Each  associate  in  a  consular  trial  shall,  before  entering  on  his  duties,  be 
sworn  by  the  consul.  Before  taking  the  oath  he  may  b©  challenged  by  either  party,  and  for 
sufficient  cause  excused  and  another  drawn. 

95.  Contempt. — Consuls  will  always  preserve  order  in  court,  punishing  summarily  any  con- 
tempt committed  in  their  presence,  or  any  refusal  to  obey  their  lawful  summons  or  order,  by 
imprisonment  not  exceeding*  twenty-four  hours,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  and 
costs. 

96.  Attorney. — Every  party  to  a  civil  or  criminal  proceeding  may  be  heard  in  person,  or 
by  attorney  of  his  choice,  or  by  both ;  but  the  presence  of  counsel  shall  be  under  the  exclusive 
control  and  discretion  of  the  consul. 

97.  Accounts. — The  accounts  of  the  consular  courts  shall  be  kept  in  United  States  currency ; 
and  every  order  of  deposit,  decree  of  costs,  taxation  of  fees,  and,  generally,  every  paper  issuing 
originally  from  the  court,  shall  be  expressed  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  satisfied  in  United 
States  metallic  currency,  or  its  equivalent, 

XVn.— FEES. 

98.  In  consular  court — 

In  all  cases  where  the  amount  in  question  is  not  more  than  $500 $5  00 

In  all  cases  where  it  is  over  $500 15  00 

In  all  cases  where  no  specific  damages  are  sought,  the  fee  shall  be  (5  for  minor,  and 
1 1 5  for  greater  cases. 

99.  Clerk's  fees— 

For  issuing  all  writs,  warrants,  attachments,  or  other  compulsory  process 1  50 

For  docketing  every  suit  commenced 1  00 

For  executions 1  00 

For  summonses  and  subpoenas 50 

For  all  records  at  the  rate  of,  for  each  hundred  words 20 

For  drawing  every  notice,  paper,  order,  or  process,  not  otherwise  provided  for 2  00 

And  if  it  exceed  200  words,  for  every  additional  hundred  words 1  00 

For  every  seal  to  process  issued 1  00 

For  filing  each  paper  upon  the  return  of  the  marshal,  and  all  other  papers  filed  in  court.  10 

100.  Marshal's  fees— 

For  apprehending  a  deserter  and  delivering  him  on  board  the  vessel  deserted  from,  to 

be  paid  by  the  vessel  before  leaving  port 5  00 

For  searching  for  the  same,  and  if  not  found,  to  be  certified  by  the  consul,  and  on  his 

order  to  be  paid  by  said  ship 2  00 

For  serving  any  writ,  warrant,  attachment,  or  other  compulsory  process,  each  person.     2  00 

For  serving  summons 1  00 

For  returning  all  writs,  attachments,  warrants,  and  summons,  each 50 

For  each  bail-bond .» 1  00 

For  every  commitment  or  discharge  of  prisoner 2  00 

On  subpoenas  lor  each  witness  summoned 50 

For  returning  subpoena 25 

For  each  day's  attendance  upon  court 3  00 

For  levying  execution 1  50 

For  advertising  property  for  sale 2  00 

For  releasing  property  under  execution,  bv  order  of  plaintiff 3  00 

For  selling  property  under  execution  when  the  amount  collected  does  not  ex- 
ceed $l,UUO 6  percent 

If  over  $1,000,  and  not  exceeding  $5,000 3  per  cent 

If  over  $5,000 .^ 2  per  c^nt 

For  making  collections  under  $200,  in  cases  where  no  adjudication  has  taken  place  5  per  cent 

If  the  amount  exceed  $200 2i       " 

For  travcUiug  fees  in  serving  all  processes,  each  mile $0  15 

For  serving  every  notice  not  hereinafter  provided  for,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
traveL'iug  fees 0  50 
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101.  Interpreter's  ffees — 

For  each  day's  attendance  upon  court 3  00 

For  making  translations 2  00 

If  more  than  200  words,  for  each  additional  hundred 1  00 

102.  Witnesses'  fees — 

For  every  day's  attendance  at  court 1  50 

For  each  mile  travelled  in  going  to  and  returning  from  court 0  15 

103.  Crier's  fees.— 

On  trial  of  every  suit 1  00 

104.  Citizen  associate's  fees — 

For  each  day's  attendance 3  00 

105.  Costs  for  prevailing  party — 
All  necessaiy  court  fees  paid  ouL 

xvra.-— PROVISO. 

106.  All  decrees  heretofore  issued  by  authority  of  the  commissioners  and  ministers  of  the 
United  States  to  China,  which  are  inconsistent  in  whole  or  in  part  with  the  provisions  of  this 
deci'ee,  are  hereby  annulled,  and  those  portions  are  henceforth  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  the 
promulgation  of  these  rules  abrogates  no  authority  hitherto  lawfriUy  exercised  by  consuls  in 
China  not  inconsistent  herewith. 


ANSON  BURLINGAME. 


Legation  op  the  United  States  to  China, 
Peking,  ApHl  23,  1864. 

Assented  to :  GEO.  F.  SEWARD,  Consul  General. 

Peking,  April  23,  1864, 

Assented  to:  OLIVER  H.  PERRY,  U,  3.  ConsuL 

Canton,  July  12, 1864. 

Assented  to:*  J.  C.  A.  WINGATE,  U.  S,  Consul. 

Swat  ow,  September  3,  1864. 

Assented  to:  OLIVER  B.  BRADFORD,  U.  S,  Vice-consul, 

Amoy,  August  30,  1864. 

Assented  to:  A.  L.  CLARKE,  U.  5.  Vice-consul, 

FOO-CHOW-FOO,  1864. 

Assented  to:  EDWARD  C.  LORD,  U.  S.  Vice-consul, 

NiNOPO,  June  20,  1864* 

Assented  to:  WM.  BRECK,  U,  S,  Consul 

Hankow,  June  11,  1864. 

Assented  to :  H.  G.  BRIDGES,  U.  S,  Vice-consul. 

KiCJKiANO,  June  13,  1864. 

Assented  to:  a  W.  POMEROY,;Jr.,  U.  S.  Vice-consul. 

Tientsin,  April  27,  1864., 

Assented  to :  G.  H.  COLTON  SALTER,  Acting  U.  8.  Consul. 

Chinkiano,  June  2,  1864. 


[Circular  No.  3.— A.] 

Consulate  General  op  United  States, 

Skanghae,  October  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  each  of  the  decrees 
©f  April  last,  which  have  already  received  your  approval.  They  will  be  made  public  at  this 
port  on  the  day  named  in  the  notification,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  reach  you  in  time 
for  circulation  on  the  same  date. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  which  have  been  made,  I  have  to  state  that  no  new  forme  of  processes 
have  as  yet  been  prescribed.  The  experience  of  the  various  consular  officers  will  readily 
effect  the  changes  which  may  become  necessary  under  the  new  repilations. 

The  fee  headed  **in  consular  court'*  is,  together  with  all  fines  imposed,  to  be  brought  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  in  the  account  required  by  section  17th  of  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  clerks'  and  marshals'  fees  may,  as  heretofore,  be  passed  to  those  officers. 

The  judicial  report,  form  132,  should  be  regularly  transmitted,  as  required  in  section  312, 
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Consurs  Maonal.  In  the  absence  of  a  marsbal  it  maj  be  prepared  bj  the  clerk  of  the  court, 
or  by  the  consul  himself.  I  should  recommend  that  the  **  court  account*' should  also  be 
transmitted  quarterly. 

It  is  expected  that  the  decree  of  rejpstry  will  be  very  useful  in  prerenting^  to  an  extent  the 
abuse  of  the  national  name,  which  has  been  so  common  in  China.  The  yarious  officers  will, 
I  think,  find  it  of  much  advantage  to  insist  strenuously  upon  the  registry  of  all  persons  under 
their  jurisdiction. 

In  cases  when  an  offender,  who  is  not  registered,  and  who  has  no  satisfactory  proof  in 
snppoit  of  his  claim  to  citizenship,  is  arrested  and  handed  to  you  for  punishment,  you  will 
perhaps  find  it  desirable  to  deliver  him  to  the  Chinese  authorities.  In  such  case  the  condition 
may  be  madt^  that  the  native  officer  shall  sit  at  the  trial  with  two  consular  officers  as  assessors, 
who  shall  have  power  to  veto  his  decision.  If,  however,  yon  should  prefer  to  proceed  yourself 
with  the  trial,  it  has  been  held  at  Peking  that  the  offender,  having  submittea  himself  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  must  abide  by  its  decision. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  F.  SEWARD, 

United  States  Consul  General, 


United  States  Connd. 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  95.]  Lbqation  of  thb  United  States, 

Peking,  November  10.  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Thomas 
Walsh,  esq.,  one  of  our  leading  and  most  intelligent  merchants  in  the  east. 

The  letter  is  in  response  to  one  from  me  requesting  accurate  statistics  in 
relation  to  onr  trade  with  California.  I  made  it  a  point  with  him  to  secure 
statements  rather  under  than  overdrawn,  so  that  no  misleading  facts  should  go 
from  me  to  ^y  countrymen. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  find  how  carefully  he  has  met  my  request,  and  will 
prize  his  letter  accordingly. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Enclosure.] 
Mr,  Walsh  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

Nagasaki,  September  13,  1864. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Burlingame:  Your  very  fnendly  letter  of  Hi  June,  in  reply  to  my  note 
of  May  2J ,  was  only  a  fortniglit  in  coming  to  me.  I  have  delayed  thanking  you  for  it  in 
order  to  collect,  if  I  could,  some  of  the  statistics  you  ask  for  as  to  trade  between  China  and 
California.  At  length  I  have  gathered  some  figures.  They  are  a  little  old,  being  those  of 
the  exports  of  1^6 J  and  1862,  one  year,  but  I  cannot  procure  any  others  at  present,  and  they 
must  answer.  As  the  trade  has  latterly  been  pretty  steady,  I  think  the^  may  safely  be  taken 
as  the  average  figures  of  what  the  trade  is  at  present,  and  would  be  for  a  lew  years  longer. 
No  doubt  steam  communication'  would  develop  new  business  and  increase  the  old,  as  it 
always  does  *,  and  the  experience  of  steamers  on  the  Chinese  coasts  and  rivers  shows  that  the 
Chinese  are  quite  like  other  people  in  this  respect 

The  figures  are  as  follows : 

Exports  from  China,  Japan,  and  Manila  to  San  Francisco,  November  4,  1861,  to  November 

4,1862. 

From  Japan : 

Freight 
Teas,  about  500,000  pounds,  900  tons  measurement,  at  $10 $9,000 
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From  China. — Chineee  produce: 

Chinese  passeneers,  6;500,  at|30. 19,500 

Rice,  35,000,000  pounds,  263,000  picula,  at  60  cents 157,800 

Oil,  16(>,000  gallons,  10,500  piculs,  at  $1 10,500 

Peas,  2,800  bushels,  1,400  piculs,  at  60  cents 840 

Pepper,  53,000  pounds,  400  piculs,  at  $2 800 

Prepared  opium,  ^,000  pounds,  100  tons,  atflO 1,000 

Teas,  about  1,200,000  pounds,  2,000  tons,  at  f  10 20,000 

Mattinpr,  3,100  rolls,  500tons,at$8 4,000 

Fire-crackers,  5,100  boxes,  130  tons,  at  $10 1,300 

Empty  bajrs,  3,700  bales,  100  pounds  each,  900  tons,  at  |8 7, 200 

Sugar,  8,300,000  pounds,  62,500  piculs,  at  60  cents 37,500 

Manila  produce : 

Hemp,  5,600  piculs,  700  tons,  at  $8 5,600 

Coffee,  227,000  pounds,  1,700  piculs,  at  60  cents 1,020 

Cigars,  321,000,  65  tons,  at  $10 650 

Sundries  of  all  sorts,  say  2,000  tons,  at  $10 20,000 

From  Manila  direct: 

Sugar,  5,808,000  pounds,  43,500  piculs,  at  60  cents 26,100 

Hemp,  6,000  piculs,  750  tons,  at  |8 6,000 

Coffee,  737,500  pounds,  5,500  piculs,  at  60  cents 3,300 

Cordage,  &c.,  300  tons,  at  $10 3,000 

Total  freights 335,110 


This  was  divided  among  forty-six  vessels  of  39,500  register  tons,  or,  say,  50,000  tons 
measurement  capacity,  giving  an  average  freight  of,  per  ton,  $6  70. 

A  line  of  four  steamers  ought  to  be  able  to  keep  up  monthly  departures  from  Hong  Kong, 
touching  at  Kanagawa  going  over  and  at  Sandwich  islands  coming  back.  Each  steamer 
would  thus  make  three  voyages  per  annum,  each  voyage  occupying  &ur  months ;  of  this  time 
two  months  (if  the  steamers  were  good  and  fast)  would  be  spent  at  sea  and  t)|o  months  in 
the  different  ports. 

The  expenses  of  a  steamer  which  would  carry  1,000  tons  of  cargo  and  go  eight  knots  in 
ordinary  weather  would  be,  at  least,  as  follows : 

Coal  for  sixty  days,  1,200  tons,  at  average  cost  of  $12 $14,400 

Wages,  &c.,  for  four  months,  at  $3,000  per  month 12,000 

Wear  and  tear,  one  per  "cent,  per  month  on  valute  of  $175,000 7, 000 

Insurance,  one  per  cent,  per  month  on  value  of  $175,000 7, 000 

Interest,  one-half  per  cent,  per  month  on  value  of  $175,000 3, 500 

Total  expenses  for  four  months 43,900 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  each  steamer  would  have  to  make  out  of  freight  and  passengers 
about  $44,000  per  voyage  to  escape  loss.  As  there  are  at  present  but  few  passengers  and 
but  little  freight  from  California  to  China,  at  least  $30,000  of  this  ought  to  be  made  on  the 
voyage  from  China  to  California. 

I  do  not  see  how  this  can  be  done  under  existing  circumstances.  The  bulk  of  the  mer- 
chandise shipped  to  California  cannot  bear  high  freights.  It  would,  therefore,  be  imprudent  to 
reckon  on  over  $15  per  ton  for  the  steamer's  capacity  at  any  time — ^say  a  steamer  of  1,000 
tons  capacity  carries  800  tons. 

At  $15.  would  be $12,000 

And  250  Chinese  passengers,  at  $40 1 10,000 

Passage  money  of  ten  cabin  passengers,  at  $300 $3,000 

Less  one-third  for  cabin  stores,  servants,  &c 1,000 

2,000 

Total  earnings 24,000 

Leaving  a  deficit  on  each  voyage  of,  say,  $6,000.  A  moderate  subvention  from  government 
would  cover  this ;  but  it  must  be  noted  that  I  have  reckoned  the  coal  at  a  low  rate,  and'aUowed 
full  rates  for  goods  and  passengers. 

I  do  not  believe  that  silk  or  passengers  would  go  from  China  to  Europe  bv  way  of  California 
at  present,  even  if  there  were  good  steamers  across  the  Pacific,  for  it  will  be  impossible  for 
any  steamer  lines  touching  at  California  to  land  silk  in  Europe  aa  quickly  as  the  steamers  to 
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Saez  do  it.  For  some  years,  tberefore,  the  Pacific  steamers  would  have  to  depend  almost 
wholly  on  Pacific  trade,  and  this  trade  does  not  develop  very  rapidly. 

But  when  the  Pacific  railroad  shall  have  been  finished,  the  whole  subject  will  acquire  a 
new  character.  Then,  if  we  have  such  laws  as  will  encourage  the  trade,  not  only  silks  and 
passengers,  but  teas  even,  could  advantageously  be  sent,  especially  from  Shanghai  and  Japan, 
via  America,  and  have  no  doubt  this  will  be  done  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  employ  a  line  of 
semi-monthly  or  even  of  weekly  steamers  from  Hong  Kong,  via  Shanghai  and  Kanagawa,  to 
San  Francisco. 

Meanwhile,  if  our  government  could  spare  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  to 
set  the  steamers  on  foot,  the  money  would  be  well  spent,  for  it  would  probably  result  in  the 
establishment  of  a  current  of  trade  across  the  Pacific  which,  by  the  time  the  railroad  was 
ready,  might  be  strong  enough  to  flow  without  such  aid,  leaving  government  free  to  devote 
its  whole  concern  to  the  railroad  itself,  which  will  doubtless  at  first  require  a  good  deal  of 
assistance. 

As  a  patriot  and  a  tax-payer,  and  entirely  disregarding  any  interest  I  might  retain  in  the 
east,  I  would  applaud  any  reasonable  expenditure  of  public  money  in  the  effort  thus  to  make 
our  country  the  intermediary  between  the  far  east  and  Europe.  For,  sooner  or  later,  such  an 
expenditure  would  yield  a  t^n-fold  harvest.  Ten-fold  ?  Yes,  ten  thousand  times  ten-fold. 
For  we  are  not  Egyptians  who  will  be  content  to  carry  such  a  commerce  through  our  ports 
and  across  our  territory  and  draw  from  it  merely  carrier's  wages ;  but  we  would  manage  it  so 
that  the  whole  world  would  soon  become  tributary  to  us  for  doing  it,  and  we  would  do  it  so 
that  they  would  be  glad  to  be  thus  tributary. 

As  to  the  kind  of  steamers  for  the  Pacific  route,  I  should  say,  after  some  experience  and 
considerable  reflection  on  the  matter,  that  they  ou^ht  to  be  wooden  vessels  with  iron  frames, 
propelled  by  screws  ;  in  size,  about  1,500  tons,  which  would  leave  about  1,000  tons  for  cargo; 
to  steam  eight  knots  in  average  weather ;  with  a  hurricane  or  upper  deck,  so  that  the  passen- 

fers  shall  be  chiefly  on  the  main  deck,  and  the  best  vessels  of  this  sort  which  can  be  built» 
t  ought  not  to  be  attempted  to  make  quasi  men-of-war  of  them.  That  sort  of  steamers  have 
failed  as  often  as  they  have  been  tried.  Above  all,  the  company  which  receives  a  subsidy 
from  the  government  should  be  so  organized  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of  their  droppin^^ 
the  experiment  before  it  has  been  fairly  tried. 

I  have  delivered  your  message  to  Pumpelly,  who  ia  Uving  with  us,  and  he  thanks  yon 
for  it. 

If  circumstances  allow  it,  we  (he  and  I)  propose  to  obey  your  *' command"  so  far  as  to 
call  at  Pekin  next  month  on  our  way  to  Europe  via  Liberia.  We  are  not  yet  quite  sure  of 
being  able  to  go,  but  we  have  made  all  ready  and  are  very  desirous  to  go  that  way.  One  of 
the  chief  pleasures  I  reckon  on  en  route  is  to  see  you  again.  I  have  much  to  tell  you  about 
Japan,  which  J  cannot  put  in  this  already  too  long  letter,  and  also  much  to  discuss  with  yoa 
about  our  own  decu:  country.  I  want  to  see  you  soon  at  home  a^^ain,  and  engaged,  as  I  know 
you  would  be.  in  overthrowing  the  wrong  and  sustaining  the  right.  We  are  fast  approaching 
the  crisis  of  our  republic's  career,  and  if  all  good  men  do  not  rally  together  against  corruption, 
personal  ambition,  and  ignorance,  our  nation  will  be  lost. 

Hoping  soon  to  see  you,  I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  youn  truly, 

THOS.  WALSH. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

No.  99]  Departmb.vt  op  Statb, 

WcLshingtonf  December  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  pamphlet  containing  a  copj  of  the  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  this  department  and  the  honorable  Z.  Chandler,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  proposed  overland  telegraph  between  Europe  and  America,  by  the 
way  of  Behring  straits,  projected  by  Perry  McD.  Collins,  esquire.  I  enclose 
also  a  copy  of  an  instruction  addressed  to  Cassius  M.  Clay,  esquire,  our  minis- 
ter at  St.  Petersburg,  on  the  24th  of  September  last.  No.  85,  and  of  his  reply  of 
the  14th  ultimo.  No.  62.  I  refer  you  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Istof  July 
last,  entitled  "  An  act  to  encourage  and  facilitate  telegraphic  communication 
between  the  eastern  and  western  continents,''  and  to  the  President's  last  an- 
nual message. 

As  it  is  considered  desirable  and  important  that  a  branch  of  the  great  line  of 
telegraphic  communication  referred  to  in  these  papers  should  penetrate  into  the 
populous  and  wealthy  empu*e  to  which  you  are  accredited,  you  are  expected  to 
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co-operate  with  the  RuBBian  authorities,  and  those  of  other  western  powers  favor- 
ably disposed  toward  the  enterprise,  in  any  effort  which  they  may  make  towards 
that  end 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Bublinqame,  Esq.,  4n^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.  . 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  100]  Legation  op  tbb  United  States, 

Peking,  March  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  correspondence  (marked  from  A  to  L)  relating 
to  foreign  residence  at  Tangchau. 

From  this  you  will  learn — 

1st.  How  difficult  it  is  to  secure,  in  the  first  instance,  our  treaty  rights  against 
the  prejudices  of  a  powerful  class  in  China. 

2a.  The  importance  of  having  capable  agents,  like  Dr.  McCartee,  to  arrange 
successfully  disputes  which  might  otherwiee  lead  to  serious  complications. 

You  will  observe  in  the  correspondence  that  the  point  is  made  that  Tang- 
chau is,  by  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  to  be  included  as  a  place  of  residence  with 
Yentai,  its  dependent  port,  as  in  the  conceded  instances  of  Canton  and  Whampoa, 
Ningpo  and  Chenhai,  Peintsin  and  Taku. 

As  to  the  remark  in  my  letter  (L)  that  I  will  suggest  Dr.  McCartee's  name 
for  another  position,  I  have  to  say  that  I  hope  soon  to  show  in  person,  or  by 
letter,  how  the  government  may  secure  the  valuable  services  of  Dr.  McCartee, 
himself  consenting,  without  any  additional  legislation,  in  the  position  of  assistant 
interpreter  at  Peking. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


Schedule. 


A  From  A  Burlingame  to  D.  B.  McCartee,  asking  for  documents  and  for- 

waiding  deepatch,  &c Aug.  22,  1864» 

B.  From  Prince  Kuug  to  A.  Burlingame,  complaining  of  Mr.  Mills  at  Tang- 

diaufee,  in  the  matter  of  renting  a  house Aug.  14,  1864. 

C.  From  A.  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung.    Will  send  to  United  States  consul 

and  ascertain  the  facts Aug.  20, 1864. 

D.  From  D.  B.  McCartee  to  A.  Burlingame.    Eeports  on  Mr.  Mills's  case, 

and  enclosures Sept.    9,  1864. 

£.  From  C  R.  Mills  to  D.  B.  McCartee.    Statement  of  the  circumstances 

and  opposition  experienced  in  renting  the  premises  at  Tangchau Sept    2,  1864. 

F.  From  A.  Burlingame  to  D.  B.  McCartee.  Indicates  his  reasons  for  up- 
holding the  right  to  lease  property  there  and  encloses  despatch  to Oct.     8,  1864. 

0.  From  A.  Burhngame  to  Prince  Kung«  showing  that  the  opposition  to  Mr. 

Mills  came  from  the  gentry  and  not  from  the  owner Oct.     3,  1864. 

H.  From  D.  B.  McCartee  to  A.  Burlingame.    Reports  progress  made  in 

arbitrating  Mr.  Mills's  case Oct.   25,  1864» 

L    From  A.  Burlingame  to  D.  B.  McCartee.    ApnroYes  of  his  action  and 

quotes  similar  cases  of  opposition  to  renting  nouses  by  foreigners Nov.  16,  1864. 

J.  From  D.  B.  McCartee  to  A.  Burlingame.  Reports  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  Mr.  Mills's  case  by  arbitration,  with  approval  of  Chinese  local 
authorities  at  Tangchau Nov.  21, 1864. 

K.  From  D.  B.  McCartee  to  A.  Burlingame.    Resignation  of  consular 

functions Dec.  31,  1864. 

L.  From  A.  Burlingame  to  D.  B.  McCartee.    Acceptance  of  resignation...  Feb.  20,  1865. 
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[Enclosure  A.] 
JUr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  McCariUm 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking  J  August  22,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  only  recently  learned  from  Mr.  Seward  that  yon  have  been  appointed  United 
States  consul  for  the  port  of  Tangchau  and  Chifu,  and  have  accordingly  informed  the 
Chinese  government  of  the  same,  in  order  that  they  may  send  the  necessary  instructions  to 
the  local  authorities  for  your  recognition.  I  beg  to  express  my  great  satisfaction  at  your 
appointment,  and  your  previous  acquaintance  witn  the  auties  of^the  consular  office  in  China 
will  render  them  easy 

In  this  connexion  I  now  enclose  copies  of  a  communication,  lately  received  from  the  Foreign 
Office,  concerning  an  accusation  made  by  the  district  magistrate  of  Punglai  of  an  injustice 
done  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mills  in  renting  and  repairing  a  house  at  Tangchau,  and  of  my  reply- 
to  the  same,  asking  for  further  time  to  enable  me  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case.  As  this 
may  prove  to  be  a  test  case,  I  wish  to  have  such  documents  as  will  enable  me  to  prove  to 
the  government  that  he  did  not  violate  the  treaty  in  his  proceedings. 

I  request,  too,  that  you  will  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Morrison,  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
consul,  for  his  kind  exertions  in  benalf  of  Mr.  Mills. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
D.  Bethune  McCartee,  Esq.,  M.  D., 

United  States  Consul,  Chtfre. 


[Enclosure  B.] 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

August  14,  1864,  (Tunchu,  Zd  year,  7th  moon,  13<A  day.) 
Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  sends  a  communication* 
On  the  12th  instant  I  received  a  despatch  from  the  governor  of  Shantung,  enclosing  a 
report  from  the  district  magistrate  of  Punglai  at  Tangchau,  concerning  the  case  of  a  widow 
named  Hwang,  ne^  Chang,  as  follows : 

**  Near  the  east  gate  stands  a  house  and  lot  which  a  foreigper  wished  to  rent  or  buy,  but 
she  had  declined,  and  her  husband*8  brother,  Hwang  Tsung-King,  who  had  gone  into  ChihU 
province  expecting  to  get  an  office,  had  left  orders  with  her  not  to  sell  or  rent  the  premises. 
The  foreigner  came  again  in  May  to  talk  about  it,  and  was  still  more  urgent  for  her  to  sell 
or  lease  it,  but  she  declined  to  do  either.  What  was  her  surprise,  there £re,  to  see  masons 
and  carpenters  coming  to  the  spot  on  the  22d  of  July  for  the  purpose  of  pulling  down  the 
building.  He  would  not  listen  to  her  remonstrances,  but  declared  that  if  she  would  neither 
sell  nor  lease  it,  he  was  still  determined  to  pull  it  down  and  repair  it  as  he  pleased. 

**The  district  magistrate  was  investigating  the  matter,  when  the  intendaDt  of  Tangchaa 
and  Taican  circuit  sent  him  notice  that  Mr.  Morrison,  the  British  consul,  had  informal  him 
that  Mr.  Mills,  an  American  missionary  who  lived  at  Tangchau  as  a  teacher  of  religion,  had 
stated  to  him  *  that  having  recently  arrived  there  with  others,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching, 
they  could  gel  no  residences,  and  had  arranged  to  rent  the  oil  shop  of  Hwang  Tsung-King, 
outride  of  the  eastern  gate,  which  the  owner  was  willing  to  lease ;  but  Yuen  Tingch^n  and 
others  of  the  gentry  had  united  in  an  envious  spirit  to  spread  false  reports  about  the  mis* 
sionaries,  and  had  forbidden  the  owner  of  the  house  to  let  it.* 

"Thereupon  the  said  district  magistrate  made  very  careful  inquiry  among  the  gentry, 
who  assured  him  that  they  had  never  spread  false  reports,  nor  interfered  in  this  matter.  It 
also  appeared  that  one  Hwang  Chan-nen,  a  nephew  of  the  widow,  and  another  man,  a 
constable  at  the  ctist  gate,  corroborated  the  statement  concerning  the  foreigner  coming  to  her 
house  and  demolishing  the  buildings  on  this  lot.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  inquiry  may 
be  made  and  the  case  judged." 

On  receiving  the  above  I  examined  the  12th  article  of  the  American  treaty,  which  reads 
thus:  '* Citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  or  sojourning  at  any  of  the  ports  open  to 
foreign  commerce,  shall  be  permitted  to  rent  houses  or  places  of  business,  or  hire  sites  on 
which  they  can  themselves  build  houses  or  hospitals,  churches,  and  cemeteries.  The  pro- 
prietors shall  not  demand  an  exorbitant  price,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  unreasonably  insist  on  particular  spots,  but  each  party  shall  conduct  with  justice  and 
moderation.'*  Now,  in  the  present  case,  the  missionary,  Mr.  Mills,  wished  to  rent  the  widovr 
Hwang's  house,  but  she  was  unwilling  to  mortgage  or  sell  it  and  the  lot,  as  the  evidence  all 
proves,  as  it  also  does  that  the  neighbors  did  not  interfere.  He,  however,  obstinatelv  bent 
on  renting  and  repairing  the  premises,  turns  round  and  alleges  in  his  defence  that  she  was 
willing  to  lease  them,  but  that  the  gentry  interfered  to  prevent  it,  as  was  stated  in  his  untrue 
report  to  Mr.  Morrison. 
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Such  conduct  clearly  violates  the  proyision  in  the  treaty,  that  no  one  shall  he  forced  to 
rent  or  have  his  premises  encroached  on ;  and  further,  Mr.  Mills  has  oppressed  a  desolate 
widow,  which  is  contrary  to  the  excellent  precepts  of  his  religion.  Again,  the  city  of  Tang- 
chan  is  not  an  open  port  for  trade,  and  if  this  missionary  acts  in  such  a  violent  manner, 
despising  and  ill-treatine  the  people,  that  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  will  resist,  and  serious 
trouble  may  grow  out  of  it. 

I  therefore  send  this  information  to  your  excellency  that  you  may  presently  require  Mr. 
Mills  immediately  to  reimburse  the  widow  Hwang  for  the  buildings  he  has  demolished,  and 
not  allow  him  again  to  tnr  to  repair  any  more  premises  without  their  owner's  permission,  for 
this  is  very  important.  I  shall  also  send  instructions  to  the  governor  of  Shantung  to  direct 
the  district  magistrate  at  Tangchau  to  prevent  this  attempt  to  rent,  and  when  he  has  learned 
the  amount  of  damage  incurred  by  taking  down  the  buildings,  to  demand  it  of  Mr.  MiUs 
and  pay  it  to  the  widow. 

His  Excellency  Anson  Burunoame,  United  States  Minister. 


[Enclosure  C] 

Mr,  BuHingame  to  Prince  Kung. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  August 'iO,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which 
you  inform  me  that  the  governor  of  Shantung  has  reported  to  you  the  case  of  Mr.  Mills,  an 
American  missionary,  who  wished  to  rent  premises  of  the  widow  Hwang,  living  outside  of 
the  east  gate  of  Tangchau,  and  had  sent  masons  and  other  workmen  to  the  place,  on  the  22d 
of  July  last,  to  pull  down  and  repair  the  buildings  without  her  consent  and  against  local 
usages.  And  further,  that  a  despatch  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Morrisoi^,  tlie  British 
consul,  who  had  stated  in  it  that  the  owner  was  willing  to  lease  the  premises,  but  that  one 
Yuen  Tingchin,  and  others  among  the  gentry,  had  intenered  to  prevent  her  doing  so. 

It  is  to  be  inferred  that  as  these  two  statements  diflfer  in  many  respects,  there  are  still  some 
other  circumstances  not  fully  explained ;  and  as  I  have  hitherto  heard  nothing  of  the  case,  I 
will  immediately  instruct  Mr.  McCartee,  the  American  consul,  to  inquire  into  the  matter, 
and  report  to  me  in  order  to  come  to  a  settlement  of  the  matter. 

In  the  despatch,  under  reply,  it  is  stated  that  such  an  act  as  oppressing  a  desolate  widow 
is  contrary  to  the  precepts  of  religion,  and  this  is  quite  true ;  but  1  have  heard  that  Mr.  Mills 
has  been  engaged  in  nussionary  labors  in  a  quiet  way,  and  that  he  is  a  kind  and  honorable 
man.  The  allegations  made  in  the  despatch  should  therefore  be  thoroughly  examined  and 
sifted  to  learn  their  truth,  and  a  summary  decision  not  be  made  on  the  report  of  one  party; 
an  opinion  in  which  your  highness  will  no  doubt  concur. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  highnesses  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Rung,  6;c.,  8fc,,  8fc 


[Enclosure  D.] 
Mr,  McCartee  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

CmPU,  September  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  vour  excellency's  despatch  of  August 
22,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  report,  that  I  have  carefully  examined  the  statements  of  the  Kev. 
C.  R.  Mills,  and  of  several  Chmese  who  are  still  or  who  have  been  in  his  employ  during  the 
time  of  the  contention  about  the  premises  in  dispute,  and  I  would  respectfully  submit  as  my 
opinion,  that  while  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  had  any  intention  to  violate  the  treaty  in  his 
proceedings,  he  unfortunately  can  produce  nothing  in  the  form  of  a  deed  of  sale  or  landlord's 
agreement,  nor  any  document  from  the  owner  of  toe  premises,  Hwang  Tsung-King,  author- 
izing their  sale  or  rental.  Mr.  Mills  seems  to  have  felt  satisfied  of  tne  willingness  of  the 
owner,  from  the  assurances  of  the  house-agents,  Hwang  Chuh-Kiah  and  Chu  Sin-Ugan,  as 
also  of  a  man  named  Lin,  who  professed  to  have  been  sent  to  him  by  the  latter,  but  particu- 
larly of  the  broker  Ching,  a  native  of  Nganhwai  province,  who  professed  to  act  under  the  au- 
thority of  a  power  of  attorney,  asserted  to  have  been  executed  ny  the  owner,  Hwang  Tsun- 
King,  to  his  wife's  nephew,  Wang  Tsin-ping,  authorizing  the  latter  to  sell  or  otherwise  dis- 
pose of  the  property.  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Mills  ever  saw  this  document.  Or  that  be 
ever  personally  met,  or  had  any  communication  in  writing  with,  either  of  these  two  persons, 
but  seems  to  have  taken  possession  of  the  premises  at  the  instigation  of  the  aforesaid  Ching. 
This  man  assured  him  that  the  owner  was  perfectly  willing,  but  feared  to  incur  the  enmity 
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of  tlie  gentry  oi  Tangchan,  who,  it  is  reported,  have  formed  a  leagfoe  to  intimidate  and  hinder 
all  persons  from  renting  or  selling  houses  to  foreigners.  Ching  advised  Mr.  Mills  to  enter 
and  occupy  tlie  house  at  once,  promising  to  obtain  a  regular  bill  of  sale  or  lease  three  days 
after  so  doing. 

Neither  rent  nor  purchase  money  have  yet  been  paid,  and  the  only  document  Mr.  Mills 
holds  from  any  of  the  parties  interested  is  a  receipt  from  Hwang  Yuh,  and  signed  by  hia 
father  with  bis  mark,  but  not  attested  by  the  signature  of  witnesses.  By  the  advice  of 
Ching  Mr.  Mills  also  wrote  to  the  district  magistrate  of  Punglai,  inquiring  if  a  deed  of  sale 
executed  to  a  foreigner  would  be  considered  valid,  to  which  no  written  reply  was  received,  but 
a  verbal  message  was  sent  to  him  '*  impeaching  the  validity  of  the  purchase.*'  One  native 
witness  whom  I  examined  stated  that  in  this  messuce  the  magistrate  also  warned  Mr.  Mills 
that  he  would  not  be  responsible  for  compensation  if  he  (Mr.  Mills)  allowed  himself  to  be 
swindled  by  dishonest  men. 

Mr.  Mills  then  went  to  Chifu  and  consulted  the  British  consul,  M.  C.  Morrison,  esq.,  ex- 

Eressing  to  him  his  satisfaction  that  the  owner  of  the  property  was  willing  to  transfer  it  to 
im.  Mr.  Morrison,  upon  the  supposition  that  Mr.  Mills  had  sufficient  evidence  of  this  wil- 
lingness, concurred,  as  the  latter  states,  **  in  the  propriety  of  so  doing,  only  recommending 
that  it  should  not  be  done  if  likely  to  produce  a  popular  rising." 

He  returned  to  Tangchau,  and,  at  the  request  of  Hwang  \uh,  the  tenant,  having  notified 
the  family  of  the  owner,  proceeded  to  take  possession  of  the  premises,  and  to  make  alterations 
and  repairs.  He  was  opposed  by  Hwang  Tan-ming,  a  nephew  of  Hwang  Tsun-King,  who 
drove  away  his  workmen,  whereupon  his  colleague,  Mr.  Mateer,  and  himsef  commenced  to 
make  the  repairs  and  alterations  with  their  own  hands.  At  this  time,  thel  widow  Hwang 
and  the  nephew  or  nephews  of  Hwang  Tsun-King,  petitioned  the  district  magistrate  against 
Mr.  Mills,  accusing  him  of  taking  violent  possession,  &c.,  who  replied  by  issuing  a  procla- 
mation, in  which  he  quoted  that  part  of  article  XII  of  the  United  States  treaty  which  pro- 
hibits proprietors  from  demanding  exorbitant  prices,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  Kom 
taking  forcible  possession  of  houses,  &,c, 

Mr.  Mills  proceeded  with  his  repairs,  leaving  a  servant  in  charge  of  the  premises  during  his 
absence  or  Mr.  Mateer's.  An  attempt  was  made  by  some  unknown  person  to  blow  up  the 
house  with  gunpowder,  whereupon  one  of  the  Chinese  witnesses  testifies  that  Messrs.  Mills 
and  Mateer  armed  themselves  with  a  revolver  and  took  turns  in  watching  the  premises  day 
and  night.  Hwang  Tan-uing  hearing  of  this,  and  being  apprehensive  that'a  serious  distur tr- 
ance might  arise,  went  there,  and  calling  Mr.  Mills  aside,  told  him  to  go  on  with  the  altera- 
tions, assuring  him  that  sooner  or  later  me  premises  would  be  conveyed  to  him  in  a  legal 
manner. 

This  account  is  derived  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Mills,  and  of  Chinese  who  now  are,  or 
were  at  the  time,  in  his  employ.  Tancchau  is  distant  from  Chifu  about  165  li,  or  50  English 
miles  by  the  ordinary  road,  which  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  get  from  it  the  evidence  of 
the  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff,  or  to  communicate  with  and  receive  replieji  from  the  authorities 
relating  to  this  affair,  without  such  delay  as  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  forwarding  the  re- 
sults to  Peking  by  the  steamer  for  Tientsin,  which  is  expected  to  arrive  this  evening. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  case  is  likely  to  prove,  as  your  excellency  remarks,  a  **  test  case ;" 
and  if  Mr.  Mills,  whether  innocently  or  otherwise,  has  violated  the  treaty  and  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  evacuate  the  premises,  and  pay  damages  to  the  injured  parties,  the  result  will  be 
most  disastrous  to  foreigu  influence  in  Tangchau,  and  calculated  to  embolden  the  gentry  of 
that  city  in  their  endeavors  to  prevent  the  missionaries  and  others  from  renting  or  obtaining 
building  sites,  not  only  in  that  place  but  in  every  other  where  their  influence  extends. 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  for  more  than  twenty-one  years  I  have  held  the  appointment 
of  missionary  physician  and  translator,  under  the  same  society  of  which  Mr.  Mills  is  a  clerical 
missionary.  It  might  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  I  should  wish  him  to  be  successfid  in  this 
suit,  and  if  it  should  appear  that  his  course  is  one  which  ought  justly  to  be  sustained,  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  contnbute  all  the  energies  I  possess  to  the  furtherance  of  this  cause.  But 
the  question  of  justice  or  injustice,  as  in  duty  bound,  I  respectfully  submit  to  your  exoellen- 
cy's  decision,  and  beg  to  subscribe  myself, 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  McCARTEE. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  Akson  Burlingame, 

United  States  Minister,  Peking, 

P.  S.— I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  district  magistrate  of  Punglai,  ad- 
dressed to  the  missionaries  at  Tangchau,  calling  their  attention  to  an  order  coming,  in  the 
first  place,  from  the  foreign  office,  requiring  him  to  summon  Mr.  Mills,  and  (rder  him  to  obey 
the  treaty  by  evacuating  the  premises  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  taking  forcible  possession. 

2d  P.  S. — September  14.  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  send  the  formal  statements  of  Messrs. 
Mills,  Mateer,  and  Crawford,  and  of  the  Chinese  in  Mr.  Mills's  employ,  but  they  have  not 
reached  me.  I,  however,  send  a  copy  of  Mr.  Consul  Morrison's  despatch  to  the  intendent  of 
circuit,  which  has  been  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal.  In  a  private  note  he  remarks:  ** The 
impression  which  (without  &  personal  knowledge  of  the  circumstances)  Mr.  Mills's  narradva 
gives  me  is,  that  ma  view  of  the  case  is  probably  the  correct  one.   I  tldnk  if  he  remain  qoi- 
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'etly  m  possession  for  a  little  while,  that  the  opposition  will  die  away,  which  appears  to  have 
emanated  from  the  gentry  and  scholars,  more  than  from  the  owners  of  the  property/' 

The  names  of  the  gentry  mentioned  in  Mr.  Morrison's  despatch  are  Yuen  Kng-chin,  Ma 
Yerch-King,  "  and  others,  men  of  distinction  in  this  place,  who,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
the  principal  property  owners,  have  resolved  at  a  public  meeting  that  no  more  real  estate 
Bhall  be  conveyed  to  foreigners."  This  remark  is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Mills's  representation 
to  the  British  consul,  but  I  have  no  documentary  evidence  in  proof  of  it.  I  am  able  only  to 
aehd  Mr.  Mills's  informal  statement  of  the  case  at  this  time. 

D.  B.  McC. 


[Enclosure  E.] 

Statement  of  Rev.  C.  R.  Mills. 

Early  in  the  spring,  when  the  renting  of  the  property  was  first  proposed,  I  called  on  the 
ewner  at  his  house  iu  reference  to  the  matter.  A  public  meeting  of  the  gentry  had  just  been 
held  in  reference  to  my  renting  another  house  in  the  city  ;  and,  as  the  district  magistrate  in- 
formed me,  they  had  proposed  offering  violence  to  foreigner ;  while  others  have  told  uie  that 
they  declared  to  him  that,  though  the  owner  of  the  house  in  question  desired  to  rent  it  to 
foreigners,  they  would  not  permit  it.  As  I  had  avowed  that  my  object  was  the  negotiation 
about  the  house,  it  was  from  this  cause,  I  believe,  that  I  had  dimcully  in  obtaining  an  inter- 
view.  At  last  I  received  a  message  from  the  owner  that  the  matter  should  be  iutrusted  to  a 
neighbor,  Mr.  Lin,  who  would  communicate  with  me,  and  two  days  after  thiS'  man  told  me 
the  property  was  rented.  He  also  remarked  that  he  had  heard  the  owner  say  he  had  no  per- 
sonal objections  to  renting  to  foreigners,  as  they  would  probably  pay  a  good  price ;  the  onl^ 
real  difficulty  was  the  opposition  of  the  gentry,  but  that  the  tenant  might  sublet  to  me  if 
he  chose. 

About  the  same  time  Hwang  Yuh,  the  tenant,  came  to  my  chapel  voluntarily,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  Wang  Hwa-yuen,  affirmed  that  he  had  no  objection  to  my  coming,  provided  the 
owner  was  willing ;  but,  as  he  did  not  put  this  in  writing,  I  did  not  act  upon  it,  and  gave  up 
for  the  time  all  expectations  as  to  the  house.    In  the  mean  time  the  owner  lefl  the  city. 

Some  time  after  two  real  estate  agents,  named  Hwang  and  Chu,  called  to  say  to  me  that 
they  came  to  open  negotiations  for  the  house,  and^  as  I  believed,  with  authority  to  do  so;  for 
one  of  them,  then  or  soon  after,  said  that  the  owner  had  been  written  to  upon  the  subject, 
and  his  answer  was  expected.  They  were  informed  that  I  preferred  to  rent  rather  than  buy, 
and  were  told  that  I  knew  the  property  in  question  had  been  bought  for  600  strings  of  cash. 
This  remark  accounted  for  their  not  returning,  I  fully  believe,  as  they  had  promised  to  do. 
Another  period  elapsed,  when  a  third  agent,  named  Ching,  came  to  me,  proposing  to  sell  the 
property ;  and,  as  it  seemed  impossible  to  rent,  I  reluctantly  opened  negotiations  with  him 
for  buying  it.  After  some  bargaining  the  price  was  agreed  upon  at  80U  strings  of  cash  in  the 
presence  of  two  men,  Lin  and  Chang.  He  claimed  an  extra  allowance  as  broker  because  I 
wsks  a  foreigner,  and  I  subsequently  agreed  to  pay  him  eight  strings  of  cash,  with  which  he 
was  sati^siied,  and  the  bargain  was  closed  in  the  presence  of  Chang  and  Lin.  No  intimation 
was  given  that  the  transaction  was  not  on  behalf  of  the  owner,  and  the  agent  Ching  par- 
ticuhirly  stated  that  he  had  been  heard  from.  I  certainly  believed  it  lo  he  eklwna  fide  bargain, 
and  so  did  all  the  Chinese  witnesses. 

I  offered  to  pay  the  money  at  once  on  his  giving  up  the  title,  but  he  objected,  which  I  at- 
tributed to  a  suspicion  he  might  have  that  I  wished  to  get  the  document  and  then  refuse  to 
faithfully  pay  the  money,  and  not  to  any  invalidity  in  the  purchase.  It  might  also  bean  honest 
mistake  as  to  the  feasibility  of  getting  a  title  for  a  foreigner,  for  he  asked  me  to  write  to  the 
district  magistrate  and  inquire  whether  a  title  could  be  given  to  a  foreigner.  I  regarded  this 
as  gratuitous,  but  did  so  to  remove  the  agent's  scruples,  and  he  promised  to  appri.se  this  officer 
of  the  sale  of  the  property.  The  district  magistrate  made  no  written  reply  to  my  letter,  but 
sent  a  verbal  message  to  me  impeaching  tlie  valid! tv  of  the  purchase. 

I  then  investigated  the  matter  with  the  agent,  woo  then  told  me  that  the  owner,  owing  to 
the  opprobrium  attaching  to  the  sale  of  land  to  a  foreigner,  chose  to  ase  the  name  of  a  certain 
relative  in  this  transaction  named  Wang  Tsin-ping,  such  transfers  being  frequently  made  in 
China,  and  strongly  urged  me  to  move  at  once  into  the  house,  assuring  me  that  the  title 
should  afterwards  be  given.  He  added  that  this  relative  had  a  claim  on  the  property,  his 
grandfather  having  lent  money  and  taken  this  land  as  payment  for  his  debt. 

Before  following  this  advice  I  went  to  Chifu  to  consult  with  Mr.  Morrison,  the  British 
consul,  (there  being  no  United  States  consul  near,)  and  told  him  mypurpose  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  premises,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  the  agent.  He  concurred  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  step,  only  recommending  that  it  should  not  be  done  if  likely  to  produce  a 
popular  rising. 

I  returned  and  proposed  to  take  possession  of  the  house,  informed  the  tenant  so,  and  asked 
bim  to  let  the  owner's  family  know ;  but,  at  his  request,  I  told  them.    Hwang  Tang-ming, 
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a  Depbew  of  tbe  owner,  objected,  but  I  have  no  evidence  that  be  acted  by  antboritj,  and  be 
had  decliued  to  negotiate  earlj  in  tbe  spring,  when  I  wished  to  rent  it  Some  anny  words 
passed  at  this  interview,  at  which  I  probably  showed  too  much  feeling.  The  next  day,  June 
l<^,  I  went  to  tbe  house,  and  in  this  man's  presence  Mr.  Mateer  removed  a  window  from 
it,  whereupon  he  left  as  in  a  passion.  The  next  day  he  came  and  ordered  some  of  the  workmen 
to  leave  ;  but  in  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  another  member  of  the  family,  he  returned 
and  offered  to  settle  the  matter  for  me.  I  agreed  to  do  so  if  he  would  put  his  offer  in  writmg, 
but  he  declined  doin^  that,  and,  as  a  third  course,  proposed  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the 
decision  of  tbe  district  magistrate.  I  consented,  and  we  repaired  to  the  office  fur  that  end, 
but  the  magistrate  refused  to  see  us.     I  then  proposed  to  accept  the  same  terms  from  the 

f  refect ;  but  he  declined  going  to  that  officer  unless  I  would  lead  the  wav  to  his  office,  which 
obiected  to,  not  beiug  a  Chinese  subject.     We  therefore  did  not  visit  the  prefect. 

Tue  next  day,  June  24th.  two  land  agents,  named  Hwang  (a  distant  relative  of  the 
owner)  and  Chu,  came  to  my  house  early,  and  requested  me  to  postpone  my  repairs  on  the 
house.  They  said  they  came  with  authority,  and  were  sent  by  the  nephew.  I  accordingly 
stopped  work ;  but,  toward  evening,  they  came  again  to  say  that  the  title  could  not  be  made 
out  then,  but  directed  me  to  go  iorward  with  the  repairs.    I  believed  this  to  be  authoritative. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  nephew,  Hwang  Tang-ming,  met  me  there,  and  we  conversed  to- 
gether without  any  ill  feeling,  when  he  intimated  that  some  difficulty  existed  which  be  wished 
to  explain  privately  to  my  assistant.  They  then  held  a  private  conversation,  when  Hwang 
said  that  the  only  fear  was  that  the  district  magistrate,  taking  advantage  of  a  misunderstanding 
existing  with  the  owner.  Hwang  Tsuu-King,  since  last  winter,  would  make  a  pretext  of  the 
sale  to  injure  them.  They  both  urged  me  to  call  on  him  in  their  behalf  to  recjuest  him  to 
settle  tbe  case  I  did  so,  but  he  failed  to  execute  the  promise  he  made  to  settle  it.  Shortly 
after  m}  teacher  called  on  the  family,  when  this  nephew  and  others  of  the  household  protu- 
ised  biin  that  they  would  draw  up  a  paper  authorizing  me  to  proceed  with  the  repairs,  out  it 
was  never  sent 

My  relations  with  the  renter,  Hwang  Yuh,  have  uniformly  been  friendly.  He  had  sublet 
the  house  to  one  or  more  persons,  one  of  whom  received  a  compensation  from  me  for  moving 
out.  Hwang  Yuh  has  consintently  expressed  the  utmost  willingness  that  I  should  occupy 
the  property,  and  has  given  me  a  receipt  signed  by  his  father-in-law  for  the  20,000  cash  which 
I  paid  liim  tor  damages  done  to  the  garden  during  the  alterations  made  on  the  premises. 

1  have  made  this  statement  at  Chitu,  and  there  is  consequently  a  want  of  precision  in  the 
dates ;  but  I  have  given  all  tbe  facts,  so  far  as  I  know,  necessary  to  a  clear  andeiBtanding  of 
the  case,  and  am  not  conscious  of  having  withheld  any  facta  because  they  might  not  promote 
a  decision  in  my  favor. 

CHAS.  R.  MH^LS. 

Chifu,  September  2,  1864. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  received  from  a  man  at  Tangchan,  in  whom  I  have  entire  confidence, 
what  purports  to  be  a  message  from  tbe  district  magistrate,  recommending  me  to  hand  the 
eight  hundred  stiiugs  of  cash  to  tbe  consul,  with  the  request  that  he  would  in  turn  band  it 
to  tbe  intendeut  ot  circuit,  who  was  tv  be  requested  to  transmit  it  to  the  district  magistrate, 
who  would  then  offer  to  pay  it  to  the  owner  and  give  me  a  title  to  the  property. 

I  started  for  Chifu  the  next  day  in  order  to  pay  the  money  to  Mr.  Morrison,  in  compliance 
with  these  suggestions,  and  had  actually  called  on  bim  for  that  purpose,  when  I  learned  that 
D.  B.  McCart*e  had  been  invested  with  authority  to  examine  the  case,  which  would  probably 
render  such  a  course  inexpedient  at  present  1  may  add  that  my  informant  stated  that  the 
district  magistrate  wished  it  might  not  transpire  that  this  action  was  proposed  by  him. 

C.  R.  M* 


[Enclosure  F.  ] 

Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr,  McCartee, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ptkingy  October  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  No.  2  of  the  9th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  referring 
to  and  explaining  the  renting  of  the  premises  outside  of  the  east  gate  of  Tangchau  by  the  Rev. 
C.  R.  Mills.  These  papers,  together  with  your  own  clear  statement,  have  put  me  in  posses- 
sion of  those  facts  and  inferences  w  hich  have  enabled  me  to  present  the  case  to  the  foreign 
office  in  as  favorable  a  manner  as  they  permitted.  I  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  to  my 
proposition  to  Prince  Kung  to  refer  the  settlement  of  the  cAse  back  to  you  and  the  local 
authorities  at  Tangchau,  but  at  he  may  notify  the  latter  of  this  proposal  before  he  replies,  I 
send  you  a  copy  ot  my  despatch  to  him  that  you  may  see  how  I  Lave  stated  the  CAse.  lu  it 
I  maiutnin  the  right  of  foreigners  to  live  at  Tangchau  city  by  treaty,  and  base  this  right  on 
the  city  and  its  dependent  port  being  both  included  in  the  intention  of  the  treaty.  Tientsin 
and  Taku,  Canton  and  Whampoa,  JSingpo  and  Chinhai,  aie  all  similar  cases  iu  this  respect, 
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except  tbat  at  Tan^chau  no  consuls  hare  opened  their  offices.  When  the  treaty  was  made 
in  lo58,  its  capabilities  as  a  port  where  ships  could  anchor  and  trade  be  carried  on  were  not 
well  known,  and  it  has  sij^ce  proved  to  be  less  commodious  than  was  expected. 

As  soon  as  I  receive  an  answer  from  the  Chinese  officials  I  will  furnish  jou  with  a  Copl- 
and such  directions  as  may  be  necessary. 
I  am,  sir,  jour  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
D.  B.  McCartee,  Esq.,  M.  D., 

United  States  Consul,  Chifu. 


[Enclosure  G.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  Octobttr  3,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  19th  of  August  I  sent  orders  to  D.  B 
McCartee,  the  United  States  consul  at  Tangchau,  and  he  has,  in  return,  furnished  me  with 
the  following  report  respecting  the  case  of  Rev.  C.  R.  Mills  renting  a  house  and  lot: 

**  It  appears  tnat  when  Mr.  Mills  desired  to  rent  the  old  garden  and  premises  belonging  to 
the  widow  Hwang,  situated  outside  the  east  gate  of  Tangchau,  he  employed  one  man 
named  Ching,  with  three  others  as  brokers,  whose  occupation  was  to  arrange  the  leasing  of 
houses,  and  they  inquired  of  the  owner  Hwang  Tsun-Kmg,  and  informed  Mr.  Mills  of  the 
conditions  on  which  the  place  could  be  rented,  and  that  the  owner,  Hwan  Tsun-King,  was 
quite  willing  to  come  to  an  arrangement.  These  brokers  said  that  he  was  willing  enough, 
but  as  the  gentry  might  make  difficulty  when  they  heard  of  it,  perhaps  the  best  way  would 
be  to  make  tbe  repairs  first,  and  that  the  contract  for  the  terms  of  the  lease  could  be  drawn 
up  after  they  (the  foreigners)  had  moved  in. 

**  It  was  in  this  way  that  the  brokers  induced  the  two  missionaries  to  begin  making  repairs ; 
and  they  knowing  that  both  the  owners  of  the  property  and  the  brokers  were  men  of  respecta* 
ble  character,  while  they  were  much  crowded  in  their  present  residence,  and  the  hot  weather 
was  approaching,  and  had  even  come,  accordingly  came  with  workmen  to  repair  the  buildings. 
The  work  had  gone  on  for  a  few  days,  when  Hwang  Tan-ming,  a  nephew  of  the  owner,  came 
to  the  place  and  compelled  the  workmen  to  leave,  and  also  entered  his  complaint  befoie  the 
district  magistrate  of  Punglai.  The  missionaries  then  continued  the  repairs  themselves,  as 
it  was  difficult  to  stop  them  midway ;  and  the  nephew  likewise  expressed  himself  as  quite 
willing  to  allow  Mr.  Mills  to  proceed  with  the  repairs,  and  that  afterwards  a  regular  contract 
could  oe  made  with  the  owner.  When  these  repairs  had  been  completed  a  man  named 
Hwang  Yub,  who  had  lived  on  the  premises  as  a  gardener,  complained  that  the  workmen  had 
injured  and  trampled  down  his  garden  while  doing  the  job;  which,  when  Mr.  Mills  learned, 
he  compensated  him  for,  by  paying  him  the  sum  of  20,000  cash  ($'<^,)  and  took  his  receipt 
for  the  money,  dated  August  29,  now  in  Mr.  Mills^s  possession. 

*^  It  is  evident  from  these  statements  tbat  the  landlord  and  Mr.  Mills  had  a  good  under- 
standing with  each  other,  and  it  was  owing  measurably  to  the  arrangements  and  advice  of 
the  brokers  that  no  regular  lease  was  made  out  Mr.  Mills  had  no  de;$ire  to  oust  any  per- 
son by  violence,  nor  had  he  the  least  intention  to  insult  or  oppress  the  widow,  Hwang,  in 
anything  that  he  did." 

In  pre^enting  this  report,  I  may  observe  that  the  port  of  Tangchau  is  mentioned  in  the 
foreign  treaties  amon^f  tbe  ports  where  foreigners  can  reside  for  trade,  although,  owing  to 
the  discommodities  ot  the  anchorage  at  the  city  of  Tangchau,  the  merchants  carry  on  their 
trade  at  Yeutai,  and  their  vessels  anchor  there.  Moreover,  foreigners  have  resided  at  Tang-  . 
chau  itself  several  years,  and  leased  houses  there,  so  that  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  viola- 
tion of  treaty  stipulations  to  do  so.  Tbe  consul  has  forwarded  to  me  several  documents 
connected  with  this  affair ;  and  as  the  whole  matter  seems  to  be  much  mixed  up,  and  there 
are  discrepancies  in  the  statements,  I  think  the  best  way  will  be  for  me  to  refer  it  back  to 
the  consul  to  manage ;  and  I  request  that  the  Foreign  Office  will  likewise  instruct  the  local 
magistrates  to  meet  him,  and  let  them  consult  upon,  and  amicably  settle,  the  whole  question 
between  them  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  highness's  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kuno,  8^c.,  8^c.,  8fc, 


[Enclosure  H.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Chifu,  October  25,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  Xo  inform  your  excellency  that,  on  the  29th  of  September,  I  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mills  and  Mateer,  American  citizent,  resid- 
ing at  Tangchau,  informing  me  that  they  **  understood  that  prosecution  had  been  instituted 
before  Chinese  officers  against  Chang  Kan-chin,  on  account  of  his  having  attempted  to  rent 
houses"  for  tliem  in  Tangchau,  and  soliciting  for  him  **  protection,  that  he  may  not  be  de- 
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In  replying  to  this  commanication,  I  infonned  tbese  gentlemen  that,  altbongh  hj  treaty 
the  United  States  government  had  secured  to  ita  own  citizens  exen*ption  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Chinese  officers,  "the  Chinese  government  had  never  ffirrendered  its  jurisdiction 
over  its  own  subjects,  and  that,  should  it  appear  that  any  of  them  are  accused  of  infraction 
of  their  own  laws,  the  officers  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  no  power  to  interfere 
to  prevent  their  arrest  or  punishment;"  but  that  **  if  it  can  be  shown  that  they  snffer  injury 
on  the  part  either  of  the  government  or  of  individal  Chinese  for  their  lawful  employment 
nnder  American  citizens."  that  '*this  will  be  an  infraction  of  article  XXY  of  the  treaty  of 
Tientsin,  and  will  constitute  a  proper  subject  on  which  to  demand  redress.  Such  redress 
may,  however,  come  too  late  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of.  I  also  reminded  Messrs. 
Mills  and  Mateer  "that  the  consular  representative  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  stationed 
at  Chifu.  fifty  miles  from  Tangchan ;  that  he  has  no  man-of-war  or  other  force  at  his  dispo- 
sal; and  that  his  ability  to  render  aid,  or  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  must  de- 
Eend  in  a  great  measure  npon  the  prudent  conduct  and  cordial  support  and  co-operation  of 
is  fellow-citizens."  I  also  forwarded  to  them  a  document  in  Chinese,  to  be  given  to  Chang 
Kan-chin,  (enclosure  No.  1,)  in  which,  after  reciting  the  provisions  of  article  XXV  of  the 
American  treaty  of  Tientsin,  I  request  ifirom  the  local  officers  their  aid  and  protection  for  him 
while  peaceably  pursuing  his  employment  according  to  the  treaty.  At  the  same  time  I  ad- 
vised Messrs.  Mills  and  Mateer  tnat  Chang  "ifl  a  Coinese  subject,  and  that  we  have  no  right 
to  prevent  his  arrest  for  an  alleged  crime  against  the  laws  of  China;"  that  "even  should  we 
Bospect  that  the  alleged  crime  was  but  a  pretext  for  persecution  on  account  of  his  lawfol 
connexion  with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  it  might  be  ver^  difficult  to  ob- 
tain such  proofs  before  the  trial  as  would  justify  the  foreign  authorities  in  interfering  ;"  and 
that  if,  in  their  opinion,  "  the  man  is  in  danger  of  arrest,  the  safest  plan  would  be  to  send 
him  at  once  to  thijs  consulate,  and  let  the  Chinese  officers  make  their  requisition  for  him  upon 
us,"  &c. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  (on  the  18th)  of  your  excellency's  de- 
spatch of  the  8th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  in  Chinese  of  your  despatch  to  Prince  Knng, 
proposing  to  him  to  refer  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Mills's  case  back  to  myself  and  the  local  au- 
thorities at  Tangchan.  On  the  20th  instant  I  received  an  official  visit  from  Pwan,  intendant 
of  circuit,  &c.,  who  came  to  propose  that  he  should  send  for  the  district  magistrate  of  Pung- 
lai,  together  with  the  men^  Wang  Tsin-ping  and  Ching,  referred  to  in  my  previous  despatch 
to  you,  and  that  I  should  send  for  Mr.  Mills,  when  the  dispute  could  be  examined  and  de- 
cided by  the  public  officers  of  the  two  nations,  acting  in  conjunction,  agreeably  to  article 
XX VII I  of  tne  treaty.  I  informed  him  that  I  had  just  received  vour  excellency's  despatch, 
in  which  you  stated  that  you  had  proposed  to  Prince  Kung  to  refer  the  settlement  of  the  case 
to  the  local  authorities  and  myself,  and  that  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  await  the  answer 
from  the  Foreign  Office.  He  replied  that  the  prefect  of  Tangchau  was  then  absent  from  the 
city,  but  would  probably  return  in  about  ten  days,  and  that  I  might  tix  upon  any  time  afler 
that  for  the  joint  trial.  I  told  him  that  by  the  time  specified  I  thought  I  should  be  able  to 
make  some  arrangement  of  the  kind  proposed. 

About  an  hour  aJter  he  left  me  I  received  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Mills,  at  Tangchau.  dated  Oc* 
tober  17,  enclosing  a  document  from  the  district  magistrate  of  Punglai,  addressed  to  the 
American  missionary,  (or  missionaries, )  and  sent  to  Mr.  Mateer's  house  on  the  15tb.  In  it 
he  says  that  he  has  received  instructions  from  the  intendant  to  eject  Mr.  Mills  suramerily 
from  the  house,  and  restore  it  to  Mrs.  Hwang-Chang,  and,  after  accusing  him  of  breach  of 
treaty  and  gross  irregularity,  reauests  him  to  iix  a  dav  upon  which  he  wnl  leave  the  house, 
and  enjoins  him  not  to  delay.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  I  addressed  the  intendant,  re- 
citing the  stipulations  of  articles  XI  and  XXVIII  of  the  treaty,  reminding  him  of  the  propo- 
sition he  had  made  to  me  with  reference  to  a  joint  trial ;  acquainting  him  with  the  fact  of 
the  magistrate's  order  to  Mr.  Mills,  which  I  quoted  in  full ;  and  telling  him  that  it  appeared 
to  me  to  be  irreconcilable  with  bis  own  proposition  the  day  before,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the 
treaty.  In  his  reply  the  intendant  states  that  his  proposition  to  have  the  district  magistrate 
bring  Wang  Tsin-pin,  Alc,  and  that  I  should  cite  Mr.  Mills  to  Chifu  for  a  joint  trial,  was 
according  to  article  XII,  which  prohibits  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  "compelling 
[persons]  to  rent,  and  from  taking  forcible  possession,"  &c.,  (Chinese  text;)  that  his  order 
to  the  magistrate  was  given  because  Mr.  Mills  had  taken  forcible  possession  of  a  house  with- 
out having  had  any  agreement  to  rent  it,  and  has  already  occupied  it  four  months  and  more; 
and  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  Foreign  OMce  to  command  the  magistrate  of  Punglai  to 
transmit  orders  to  Mr.  Mills  to  respect  the  treaty,  which  did  not  allow  compulsory  renting  of 
people's  houses,  and  that  if  Mr.  Mills  had  forcibly  taken  possession  of  one  he  must  leave  it, 
in  ooedience  with  the  treaty ;  and  that,  therefore,  his  (the  intendant's)  orders  to  the  magis- 
trate were  not  contrary  to  the  treaty,  nor  incompatible  with  his  proposal  to  me.  (See  enclo- 
surd  No.  2.) 

Yesterday  I  again  addressed  the  intendant  on  the  same  subject.  (  Enclosure  No.  3. )  Whether 
his  proposition  to  me  was  an  afterthought,  and  in  consequence  of  a  viish  to  have  a  new 
trial — ^if,  indeed,  any  trial  could  be  said  to  have  taken  place — and  thus  avoid  the  charge  of 
having  failed  to  conform  to  the  stipulations  of  article  XXVIII ;  or  whether  it  was  intended^ 
to  take  advantage  of  Mr.  Mills's  absence  to  recover  possession  of  the  house,  lam  unable  at^ 
present  to  say.    I  am  fully  convinced,  however,  that  there  is  a  powerful  party  in  Tangchau 
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which  is  detennined  to  oust,  not  only  Mr.  Mills,  bnt  all  other  foreig^rs  from  the  city;  and 
this  of  itself  would  be  enough  to  prevent  the  landlord  from  executing  a  lease  of  the  premises 
to  Mr.  Mills.  Under  present  circumstances,  it  would  be  quite  impracticable  to  induce  wit- 
nesses to  give  testimonj  which  might  draw  down  upon  them  the  vengeance  of  the  league  of 
the  gentry;  and  that  not  only  the  magistrates,  as  Mr.  Crawford  deposed,  (see  my  last  de-. 
spatch,  enclosure  A,)  but  the  intendant  also  is  intimidated  by  them,  and  feels  it  to  be  his 
safest  course  to  side  with  the  opposition.  The  previous  magistrate  of  Punglai  district  lost 
his  office  in  consequence  of  a  aisturbance  among  the  literary  candidates,  in  which  he  was 
beaten  by  them;  and  the  intendant  himself,  when  we  first  spoke  of  this  affair,  related  to  me 
the  ill  treatment  he  had  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Wai-hai<-wei,  where  he 
went  last  year  to  establish  new  custom-house  regulations.  lie  was  surrounded  by  several 
thousand  men,  who  compelled  him  by  threats  of  violence  to  write  a  proclamation  upon  ^ 
stone  tablet,  assuring  him  that  no  alteration  should  be  made  in  the  duties. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I -have  received  (October  26)  a  second  despatch  from  the  intend- 
ant, (enclosure  4, )  from  which  vou  will  learn  that  the  Chinese  officers  have  prejudged  the 
case,  and  that  a  joint  trial  would  be  of  no  avail.  If  I  had  legal  proof  that  Mr.  Mills  had 
rented  the  house  in  question,  or  if  he  had  even  obtained  a  document  from  any  person  pre- 
tending to  be  authorized  to  act  for  the  owner,  I  might  have  some  hope  of  making  it  appear, 
at^leas^  that  he  had  not  acted  wilfully,  but  had  been  deceived.  Unfortunately,  I  am  in  pos- 
session of  no  such  proofs ;  and  from  the  tone  of  the  intendant's  despatches  it  is  evlaent 
that  the  Chinese  ofiacers  do  not  consider  the  question  as  an  open  subject  at  all ;  while,  from 
what  he  says  in  reference  to  article  XII  of  the  treaty,  it  appears  as  'i  his  object  in  proposing 
that  I  should  send  for  Mr.  Mills  to  come  to  Chifu  was  solely  to  have  him  punished  by  the 
consul  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

As  I  am  obliged  to  prepare  this  despatch  and  its  enclosures  for  the  steamer  hourlv  ex- 
pected, and  am  entirely  without  assistance,  so  that  I  must  do  the  whole  of  the  translating 
from  and  into  Chinese,  and  the  copying,  (save  only  of  the  Chinese  documents,)  I  beg  your 
excellency  to  excuse  any  appearance  of  haste  in  the  present  communication,  and  believe  me 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  McCARTEE. 

Hon.  A.  BURLINGAME, 

United  StaUa  Minuter  at  Peking. 


[Enclosure  I.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  November  16,  1864. 

^IR :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  and  have  care- 
fully read  them,  and  beg  to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  the  careful  and  judicious  manner 
in  which  you  have  acted  in  this  difficult  case,  and  for  your  lucid  statement  of  its  present 
condition. 

So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  wisest  course  to  follow  now  is  to  wait  for  the  Chinese  officials  to  move. 
If  they  insist  on  Mr.  Mills  vacating  the  premises,  the  right  of  residing  at  Tangchau  at  lUl 
must  then  be  settled,  and  that  involves  their  power  to  enforce  a  treaty  stipulation,  for  they 
may  not  quote  one  part  of  an  article  so  as  to  nullify  another  part  of  the  same  article ;  if 
Americans  have  the  right  to  live  in  that  city,  the  first  part  or  article  XII  must  needs  be 
effectual  to  enable  them  to  obtain  houses  somewhere  in  it. 

A  similar  dispute  about  obtaining  dwellings  occurred  at  Canton  in  1846,  in  which,  how- 
ever, the  United  States  authorities  had  a  better  case  on  their  side;  for  a  lease  had  b&en  ob- 
tained frt)m  the  owner,  who  had  readilv  consented  to  a  profitable  disposal  of  his  house  and 
lot  on  the  strength  of  the  treaty ;  yet  he  was  imprisoned  and  harshly  treated,  and  forcibly 
prevented  renting  the  house.  Another  man  died  in  prison,  about  the  same  time,  for  the 
same  offence  against  the  seclusive  pride  of  the  gentry  of  Canton.  Subsequently  the  oppo- 
sition died  away,  and  our  countrymen  succeeded  in  obtaining  good  residences,  and  I  hope  a 
similar  change  will  be  seen  at  Tangchau  and  Yentai. 

If  the  Chinese  still  insist  on  Mr.  Mills  leaving  these  premises,  they  should  offer  him  others, 
and  allow  the  owner  of  these  to  arrange  with  him,  on  equitable  terms,  for  the  repairs  laid  out 
on  the  place.  From  what  you  remark,  it  now  seems  unlikely  that  anv  good  would  come 
from  an  attempt  to  settle  the  matter  by  the  local  authorities  and  yourself,  and  it  will  be  ad- 
visable to  wait  further  developments  both  there  and  in  the  capitaL 

The  principle  which  you  have  expressed  in  your  reply  to  Mr.  Mills  respecting  the  inter- 
ference of  the  United  States  authorities  in  behalf  of  Chinese  subjects  is  the  correct  one; 
the  Chinese  government  has  never  surrendered  its  jurisdiction  over  its  own  subjects',  and  all 
we  can  do  in  behalf  of  tiiiose  who  may  be  unjustly  accused  or  punished  is  to  represent  the 
facts  in  their  case  as  opportunity  presents.  We  can  make  no  demands,  nor  require  any  com 
pensation  or  satisfaction  for  their  wrongs. 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BUELINGAME. 

D.  B.  McC  iRTEE,  Esq.,   . 

United  States  Vice  Consul,  Chifu  > 
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[EndoBiure  J.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Chifu,  November  21,  1664. 

Sot :  I  bare  the  honor  to  infonn  your  excellencj  that  the  suit  of  the  widow  Hwang-Chang 
against  Rev.  C.  R.  MiUs,  on  an  action  of  trespass  and  ejectment,  has  been  amicably  settled 
both  parties  having  agreed  at  mj  suggestion  to  refer  the  case  to  arbitration.  At  the  instance 
of  the  district  magistrate  of  Ponglai,  the  representatives  of  Hwang  family  nominated  as 
their  referee  a  Chinese  named  Li,  (who  I  was  afterwards  informed  was  the  assistant  magis^ 
trate  of  the  district,)  and  Mr.  Mills  nominated  H.  Q.  Hewlett,  esq.,  (who'  was  connected 
with  the  British  consulate.)  An  indenture  was  drawn  up  in  duplicate,  and  signed  by  Mr. 
Mills  and  by  the  representatives  of  the  Hwang  family,  by  which  Mr.  Mills  covenanted  to 
vacate  the  house  on  condition  that  the  magistrate  should  rent  for  him  a  temple,  which,  he 
specified,  and  the  Hwang  family  to  pay  Mr.  Mills  400  taels  for  the  improvements  put  upon 
the  house,  and  he  to  pay  a  specined  rent  to  the  family  until  he  left  the  premises. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  bond  given  to  the  district  magistrate  and  myself  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  widow  Hwang,  and  also  a  corresponding  bond  executed  by  the  Kev.  C.  K.  Mills. 
Their  originals  are  filed  in  the  office  of  the  magistrate  and  in  this  consulate.  I  also  enclose 
a  copy  o7  the  indenture  made  between  Mrs.  Hwang  and  Mr.  Mills  in  duplicate,  signed  by 
both  parties,  and  witnessed  by  their  referees,  each  party  retaining  a  copy ;  also  a  copy  of  a 
note  from  the  magistrate  asking  for  an  abatement  of  the  award,  and  of  my  reply  declining 
to  do  so.  His  worship  returned  to  Tangchau  on  the  19th  instant,  and  I  expect  in  a  few  days 
to  receive  a  despatch  from  him  acknowledging  the  adjustment  of  the  case ;  when  I  get 
it  I  shall  again  address  your  excellency,  and  forward  copies  of  the  correspondence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfhlly, 

D.  B.  McCARTEE. 

Hon.  A.  Bu&UNGAHE,  5r«.,  ^r^M  ifc. 

[Enclosure  E.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Ckifu,  Deumber  31,  J864. 

Sir  :  More  than  a  month  has  now  elapsed  since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  your  excellency, 
announcing  the  amicable  settlement  of  the  suit  brought  bpr  the  widow  Hwang-Chang  against 
the  Rev.  C.  R.  Mills,  and,  as  yet,  I  have  heard  nothmg  further  from  his  worship,  the  district 
magistrate  of  Punglai.  From  private  letters  from  Tangchau,  I  am  led  to  beheve  that  the 
complainants  represented  by  the  widow  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  more  to  their 
advantage  to  allow  Mr.  Mills  to  continue  to  occupy  the  house  in  dispute  at  the  rent  specified 
in  the  bpnd,  than  to  pay  him  the  sum  awarded  as  remuneration  for  the  improvements  he  put 
upon  the  house.    I  tnink  it  may  be  safely  concluded  that  the  afiair  is  now  finally  settled. 

As  it  was  solely  with  reference  to  the  adjustment  of  this  case  that  I  consented  to  act  as 
vice-consul,  I  beg,  now,  respectfully  to  announce  to  your  excellency  that  I  have  written  this 
day  to  the  consul  general,  rec^uestmg  that  officer  to  transmit  the  Department  of  State  my 
resignation  of  the  office.  This  is  the  fourth  time  that  I  have  had  the  honor  conferred  upon 
me  without  solicitation,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  my  feelings  to  learn,  through  the  secretary  of 
legation,  that  the  manner  in  which  I  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office,  during  the 
bnef  term  for  which  I  have  held  it,  has  mdt  your  approval. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  communication  from  Mr.  Mills,  relative  to  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  the  graves  in  the  American  cemetery  at  Tangchau,  sent  at  my  request,  as  I 
thought  1  might  wish  to  make  some  use  of  it  in  the  discussion  with  the  district  magistrate. 
Finding,  however,  that  he  was  much  more  likely  to  be  conciliated  than  mv  previous  corre- 
spondence with  the  intendant  had  led  me  to  expe^ct,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  complicate 
the  discussion  by  bringing  forward  the  desecration  of  the  tombs  at  that  time.  1  now  send 
Mr.  Mills's  statement,  a^  Dr.  Williams  suggests  that  it  may  be  of  use  to  preserve  among 
the  archives  of  the  legation  for  future  reference. 

His  worship,  the  magistrate  of  Punglai,  was  very  anxious  that  I  should  write  to  your 
excellency  in  reference  to  his  conduct  in  this  afiair,  in  such  terms  as  would  induce  you  to 
make  favorably  mention  of  his  name  to  the  foreign  office.  1  am  very  happy  to  testify  that  I 
found  him  much  more  reasonable,  and  apparently  anxious  to  settle  the  affair  amicably,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  than  the  intendant,  who  evidently  desired  to  preas 
the  cfse  to  a  decision  adverse  to  Mr.  Mills,  and  to  drive  him  from  Tangchau. 

In  taking  official  leave  at  this  time,  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that,  although  the  re- 
quirements with  reference  to  consular  officers  are  now  such  that  it  is  impossible  tor  me  to 
retahi  the  office  under  my  present 'circumstances,  yet,  should  any  exigency  arise  in  which  my 
long  residence  in  this  countiy,  and  my  acquaintance  with  the  written  and  spoken  langna^ 
of  China,  may  render  my  services  desirable  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in 
China,  I  shall  always  be  ready  and  willing  to  render  such  services  to  the  extent  of  my 
ability. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

„       ,    „  D^.  McCARTEE. 

Hon.  A.BWILINGAME,  5pc.,  *c.,  5p.  ^g,^^, by CoOg.^ 
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[Encloflore  L.  J 
Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr,  McCartee. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  February  20,  1866. 
Sm:  Tonr  despatch  of  December  31,  1864,  has  been  received.  It  informs  me  of  the  snc- 
eMsfnl  settlement  of  one  of  the  roost  difficult  cases  ever  presented  for  diplomatic  actioh. 
Your  conduct  throughout  the  negotiations  is  deserving  of  special  commendation.  The  de- 
partment will  learn,  as  I  do,  of  jour  resignation  with  regret,  and  will  appreciate  your  patri- 
otic efforts  in  the  past,  as  well  as  your  profier  of  similar  services  in  the  future. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  suggest  jour  name  to  the  government  in  connexion  with  a  place 
better  suited  than  the  one  .which  jou  have  had  for  the  exercise  of  jour  rare  qualities  as  a 
Christian,  patriot,  and  scholar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  jour  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
D.  B.  McCartee,  Esq.,  Chifu, 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  102.]  '  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  March  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  baye  tbe  honor  to  send  herewith  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
hibitions that  exist  in  China  against  entering  forbidden  places. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir»  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashingUm, 

[Enclosure.]- 
Prince  Eung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affiurs,  herewith  makes  a  communication : 
Some  time  ago,  owing  to  the  non-acquaintance  with  our  regulations  respecting  going  into 
the  gate  of  the  forbidden  city,  or  the  enclosure  of  the  Yuen-min^  gardens,  or  the  imperial 
mausolea  at  Tsun-hwa,  and  at  Mukten  in  ManchuHa,  which  foreigners  exhibited,  inasmuch 
as  they  had  heedlessly  broken  the  rules  and  intruded  into  these  important  places,  notifica- 
tions were  made  [to  tne  foreign  ministers]  in  order  that  they  might  enjoin  the  same  on  whom- 
soever it  concerned. 
A  minute  has  recently  been  received  from  the  sacrificial  board  upon  this  subject,  as  follows : 
**The  imperial  statutes  respecting  entrance  into  altars,  temples,  and  other  forbidden  places, 
should  be  most  carefully  observed,  and  it  is  for  their  protection  that  officers  and  soldiers  are 
distributed  at  them  to  guard  against  intrusion.  Except  the  policemen  and  official  employes 
who  are  detailed  for  this  duty,  all  idlers  and  persons  having  no  duties  there  arenotallowealto 
go  in  and  out.  If  the  present  condition  of  things  is  allowed  to  remain  lonp^r  it  is  reallv  to 
be  feared  that  by  and  by  some  untoward  event  may  happen  from  foreigners,  ignorant  of  these 
prohibitions,  trying  to  go  into  these  enclosures  and  builuings  against  the  wishes  of  the  police 

fnarding  them,  and  the  best  way,  therefore,  will  be  to  inform  the  foreign  ministers  before- 
and,  in  order  that  they  may  strictly  require  their  countrymen  not  to  intrude  into  these  for- 
bidden places.  Such  a  course  will  tend  to  show  the  importance  of  the  statutes  and  our 
Qsaees,  as  well  as  manifest  the  dignity  of  the  nation.*' 

I  have,  therefore,  the  dutv  to  inform  your  excellency  of  these  things,  in  the  expectation 
that  you  will  enjoin  upon  those  persons  under  vour  direction  that  hereailer  they  uio  not  to 
go  into  the  precincts  of  the  imperial  tombs,  or  into  palaces  and  other  forbidden  places  where 
guards  are  stationed  to  prevent  intruders,  in  order  to  ramble  about  and  see  them.  This  inti- 
mation is  given  in  the  spirit  of  the  well-known  maxim,  **  When  you  enter  a  kingdom  learn 
its  regulations, '^  and  I  snail  await  a  ready  reply  to  it  so  that  I  can  inform  the  officers  of  the 
sacrificial  board  of  the  same. 
January  16,  1865,  (Tunchi,  3d  year,  12th  moon,  2l8t  day.) 
His  Excellency  Anson. Burlingame, 

United  Statet  Ministtr. 


[Enclosure.] 
'Jiff.  BwrUngame  to  Prince  Kung» 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  February  15,  1865. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receint  of  a  despatch  from  your  Imperial  High- 
iess  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  which  you  have  qubted  from  a  document  which  had  been  received 
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fix>m  the  sacrificial  board  respecting  the  prohibitions  that  exist  affainst  foreigners  entering  for- 
bidden places,  and  asking  that  they  may  be  warned  not  to  forcibly  intrude  inio  them. 

I  have  carefully  read  this  despatch,  and  need  only  remark  in  relation  the  subject,  that 
as  the  path  of  propriety  is  plain,  erery  man  of  judgment  will  see  what  the  circumstances 
at  any  time  require,  and  if  any  person  under  my  control  is  at  all  guilty  of  making  disturbance 
he  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  in  the  spirit  of  firiendship 
Which  exists  between  our  respective  countries.  It  is,  however,  proper  that  the  officers  of  the 
sacrificial  board  designate  the  time  and  place  where  an  offence  has  been  committed  befioie  I 
can  act  in  this  matter. 

I  beg  here  to  refer  your  Imperial  Hiehness  to  the  third  volume  of  Wheaton*s  IntematioDal 
Law,  cnap.  I,  (in  the  Chinese  version, )for  some  details  upon  the  usages  of  western  nations 
in  their  intercourse  with  the  representatives  of  finendly  powers  who  reside  at  their  oourts,  as 
they  are  there  clearly  described. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  Highness's  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Euno,  8fe.,  Sfc,  8fc, 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  103.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  March  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  send  herewith  an  imperial  decree  made  in  response 
to  complaints  by  the  British  representative,  Mr.  Wade,  for  the  English  and  Pros- 
sians,  on  account  of  the  death  of  one  Englishman  and  three  Prussians  caused  bj 
the  failure  of  the  Ohinese  local  officials  to  fulfil  their  treaty  obligations. 

The  decree  marks  a  step  in  advance,  and  is  proof  that  the  Chinese  do  not  in- 
tend "to  regard"  the  treaties  *' with  indifference,  as  if  thej  were  but  matters  of 
form." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  jour  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[Enclosare.~-Translation.  ] 

The  office  charg^  with  the  general  administration  of  foreign  affairs  has  presented  a  me- 
paorial  requesting  that  the  local  anthorities  under  the  different  provincial  governments  be  in- 
stmcted  in  all  cases  in  which  Chinese  and  foreigners  may  be  parties  to  follow  the  course  pre- 
scribed by  treaty.  The  office  represents  that  one  Englishman  and  three  Prussians,  who  nad 
been  committing  a  robbery  in  the  village  of  Ma-chwang,  in  tbe  province  of  Kiangsu,  having 

fot  into  collision  with  inhabitants,  Ihree  of  whom  they  mortally  wounded,  were  seized  and 
ound  bv  the  villagers  and  carried  to  tbe  local  authorities ;  and  that  the  local  authorities,  e&ch  in 
U^  endeavoring  to  transfer  his  responsibility  to  some  one  else,  woald  have  nothing  whatever 
to  say  to  the  charge  of  them ;  that  the  foreigners  were  accordingly  left  three  days  in  th^ 
hancis,  and  that  two  of  them  died  of  their  sufferings.  The  office  has  written  to  the  provincial 
government  concerned  to  inquire  into  this  matter  and  take  the  necessary  steps. 

In  any  province  into  whicn  a  foreicuer  may  have  taken  on  himself  to  penetrate  unprovided 
with  a  passport,  or  in  which  he  may  have  got  into  collision  with  the  inhabitants  or  committed 
any  unlawral  act,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  authorities  under  treaty  to  forward  that  foreigner 
to  his  consul  to  be  punished. 

In  the  case  of  this  affray  at  Ma-chwang,  the  conduct  of  the  authorities,  if,  as  the  memorial 
represents,  instead  of  proceeding  with  the  expedition  enjoined  by  treaty,  they  let  the  for- 
eigners remain  bound  so  many  days  that  their  confinement  proved  fatal  to  life,  wasundoobt- 
etSy  bad ;  but  would  it  not  be  even  a  worse  matter  if  nnder  the  provisional  governments  gen- 
erally there  were  the  same  evasion  of  responsibility,  the  same  unwiUingness  to  act  for  rear 
of  consequences  f  * 

We  command,  then,  the  governor  generals  and  governors  to  give  strict  orders  V  the  local 
authorities  in  their  jurisdictions  to  oMerve  for  the  niture  that  any  foreigner  who  may  take  on 
himself  to  g^  into  the  interior  unprovided  with  a  passport,  or  who  though  carrying  a  pas^rt 
may  be  g^lty  of  any  unlawful  act,  or  whose  passport  may  not  be  in  order,  is  to  be  seixed 
and  forwarded  to  his  consul  for  punishment ;  that  any  foreigner  seized  by  people  who  may 
have  suffered  at  his  hands  and  carried  to  the  local  authorities  before  the  latter  can  have  cog- 
nizance of  his  act,  is,  as  soon  as  he  is  brought  up  to  them  by  his  captors,  to  be  forwarded  in 
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aeeordance  with  treaty  to  the  nearest  consul  for  punishment;  and  that,  whether  seised  and 
forwarded  by  the  authorities  or  by  the  people,  though  kept  in  such  restraint  as  will  prevent 
hie  escape,  he  is  not  to  be  maltreated  by  tne  way. 

And  whereas  cases  in  which  Chinese  and  foreigpaers  are  parties  are  of  very  frequent  oc- 
currence, we  further  command  the  local  authorities  to  study  constantly  and  make  themselves 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  foreign  treaties.  They  are  not  to  regard  them  with  indiffer- 
ence, as  if  they  were  but  documents  of  form,  lest  so  doing  when  the  occasion  for  ^eir  appli- 
cation of  the  treaties  presents  itself,  they  commit  errors  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Kespect  this ! 

January  14,  1865,  (Tunchi,  3d  year,  12th  moon,  17th  day.) 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  121.1  Bbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  lOtb  of  November,  1864,  and  its  accompaniments, 
relative  to  the  regulations  by  which  yon  propose  to  conduct  the  proceedings  in 
the  consnkr  courts  of  Chba,  has  been  received.    The  subject  will  be  submitted 
to  Confess  at  its  next  session  for  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Bublinqamb,  Esq.>  ifc.,  ifc„  i^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame, 

No.  125.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WashtTigton,  March  27,  1865. 

Sib  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  10th  of  November  last,  No.  95,  accompanied  by  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Thomas  Walsh,  esq.,  containing  valuable 
and  interesting  information  concerning  trade  between  California  and  China,  and 
estimates  of  the  amount  of  aid  which  would  probably  be  required  by  mail  steam- 
ships between  the  two  countries,  has  been  received.  It  did  not  arrive,  however, 
until  the  10th  instant,  when  Congress  had  adjourned. 

I  enclose  a  copv  of  the  act  *'  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  ocean  mail 
steamship  service  between  the  United  States  and  China,"  approved  on  the  17th 
ultimo,  which  it  is  hoped  will  tend  to  develop  trade  and  intercourse  between  the 
two  conntries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Anson  Borlinu-amb,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD: 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  105.]  Shanghai,  Apnl  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  an  imperial  edict,  marked  A,  according  to  which  Prince 
Ktmg  was  to  "be  no  longer  employed  ii|  the  general  councU  to  administer  the 
government,"  and  was  "removed  from  all  his  Unctions,  and  no  longer  permitted 
to  have  a  voice  in  public  matters."  I  learn  from  my  colleagues,  and  from  Dr. 
Williams,  that  from  the  explanation  of  the  members  of  the  foreign  office,  and. 
the  attitude  of  the  people,  no  apprehensions  were  entertained  on  account  of  the 
fidl  of  Prince  Kung. 

The  edict  itself  was  accepted  as  furnishing  all  the  reasons  for  the  step  taken. 
That  portion  of  it  relating  to  Wansiang  tended  rather  to  strengthen,  than.  tO' 
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weaken  our  relationB  with  the  Cfaineee  gOTemment,  as  he  has  been  long  known 
to  UB  as  an  enlightened  friend. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  edict  I  learn,  nnofficiallj,  that  Prince  KuDg 
has  been  restored  to  his  former  position.  This  proves  either  that  the  edict  was 
a  clever  arrangement  on  the  part  of  his  friends  to  meet  the  charges  which  hare 
been  made  against  him,  or,  as  is  most  likely,  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  palace 
feud  easily  accommodated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  WiLLiAi^  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[Translated  from  the  Peking  Gazette  of  April  3,  1865.  ] 

Wq  command  the  following  to  he  made  known  to  all  the  princes  and  officers  of  oar  conrt 
for  their  infonnation: 

We  have  been  honored  by  the  gpracions  commands  of  their  Majesties,  the  two  eTopnm 
dowagers,  informing  as  that  on  the  Slst  ultimo  Tsai  6han-ki  (a  Hanlin  graduate)  bad  ssnt 
up  a  memorial  stating  that  **in  the  administration  of  affairs  Prince  Kung  exhibits  such  favor- 
itism and  greediness  for  presents,  such  arrogance  and  grasping  after  ^wer,  that  people  are 
evenr  where  discussing  his  conduct,  and  asking,  if  he  manifests  such  objectionable  traits,  how 
can  he  be  trusted  to  carry  on  the  goTemment  ?'* 

Now,  although  it  may  be  difficult  to  substantiate  particular  charges,  sufficient  eride&ce 
still  exists  of  the  general  truth  of  these  allegations ;  yet,  in  examining  what  is  so  onderfaaod 
and  obscure,  it  is  not  easy  summarily  to  ascertain  the  facts.  When  ranee  Eung  first  under- 
took the  administration  of  government  he  was  generally  diligent  and  circumspect ;  but  he 
gradually  has  become  overbearing,  and  puts  himself  forward  as  sole  director  in  a  defiant  way, 
relying  on  his  high  rank  and  power ;  he  has  even  fon^ten  his  duty  to  his  sovereign,  and  hss 
gone  so  far  as  to  disdainfully  ignore  us  because  or  our  youth,  and  often  presumptnoosly 
restrained  our  acts.  Ho  has  tried  to  produce  dissension  in  our  fanuly  in  more  ways  ihsn 
need  here  be  specially  mentioned.  At  the  daily  audiences  his  manner  has  been  excessively 
overbearing,  and  his  language  to  us  has  been  often  offensively  boastful  and  wildly  extra- 
yaffant. 

If  we  do  not  speedily  make  these  things  known,  how  can  we,  when  the  day  comes  for  v 
to  assume  the  government,  employ  the  right  men  in  its  offices,  and  carry  it  mi  properiyf  It 
is  an  instance  of  our  great  leniency  that  we  now  pass  over  this  flaerant  condnct  so  mildly 
without  thoroufi^h  examination.  Let  Prince  Kung,  therefore,  be  no  longer  employed  in  the 
general  eonncilto  administer  the  government,  but  be  removed  from  all  ms  functions,  and  no 
foneer  permitted  to  have  a  voice  in  public  matters.  This  [sentence]  idso  exhibits  our  earnest 
desire  to  protect  him,  as  far  as  possible,  [from  the  just  deserts  of  his  conduct.  ] 

We  earnestly  enjoin  on  the  members  of  the  general  council,  who  have  the  care  of  mtny 
weighty  and  perplexing  matters  devolving  on  them,  to  be  united  in  their  labors,  and  prove 
their  diligence  and  loyalty  in  ftirtherin^  the  public  welfare.  Let  Wansian^  and  his  coUeagues 
in  the  office  which  has  the  oversight  oi  commercial  affairs  diligently  attena  to  oil  their  duties, 
and  harmoniously  carry  on  their  proceedings.  For  the  future  the  duties  connected  with  the 
audiences  and  presentations  will  devolve  in  rotation  on  Prince  Tun,  Prince  Shun,  Prince 
Chung,  and  Prince  Fan,  who  will  have  charge  of  these  functions. 

A  special  command. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  107.]  Shanghai,  April  25, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  forward  to  you  by  the  last  mail  a  copy  of  a  trans- 
lation yb  Dr.  Martin  of  Wheaton's  International  Laws.  I  did  not  in  my  despatch 
(105)  give  any  history  of  its  publication.  I  now  do  so  in  a  few  words.  In  the 
month  of  September  last  I  was  informed  by  a  note  from  the  officials  in  the 
foreign  office  that  Dr.  Martin,  aided  by  Chinese  scholars  designated  by  Prince 
Kung,  had  completed  the  translation  and  that  the  money  had  been  appropriated 
for  its  publicatiou.  I  was  informed  also  that  they  would,  when  the  work  should 
be  printed,  again  address  me.  I  responded,  thanking  them  for  what  they  had 
done,  commending  the  book  as  the  repository  of  the  rules  which  govern  nations 
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m  their  intercotirse  witb  each  other,  and  stated  that  although  its  prescripts  had 
not  tl^e  force  of  statute  law,  or  the  obligation  of  treaties,  still  a  thorough  exami- 
nation of  the  book  could  not  fail  to  be  of  vital  importance  to  thsm.  The  work 
was  printed  according  to  promise,  and  published  by  being  sent  in  large  numbers 
to  their  officials  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior  of  the  empire. 

The  Chinese  did  not  address  me  in  writing,  but  called  in  person  to  mark  their 
sense  of  the  import^ce  of  the  completion  of  the  work,  and  when  the  Prince 
and  suite  kindly  sat  for  their  photographs,  Tung  Sun,  who  had  superintended 
the  tianslation,  desired  to  be  taken  with  a  copy  of  Wheaton  in  his  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  109.]  Shanghai,  May  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  despatch  of  Dr.  Williams  marked 
A,  with  enclosures  marked  B  and  C,  prepared  to  send  through  Russia,  but  which 
was  finally  transmitted  to  me.  This  gives  so  clear  a  history  of  the  difficulty 
at  Peking,  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  commend  it  to  your 
careful  perusal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 


A. 

Mr.  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Peking,  April  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  is  now  four  weeks  since  Mr.  Burlingame  left  here  on  his  return,  and  somewhat 
uncertain  whether  a  letter  would  reach  him  in  the  south  of  China,  so  that  through  himself  you 
could  without  delay  learn  the  unexpected  change  that  has  just  occurred  in  this  government. 
I  have  informed  him  of  the  first  act  in  the  drama,  but,  as  the  whole  affair  seems  now  to  be 
concluded,  and  there  is  no  opportunity  to  send  by  way  of  Tientsin,  I  send  a  short  account  of 
what  has  t^en  place  directly  to  you  by  way  of  Russia,  so  that  you  may  have  the  story  as 
soon  as  possible. 

It  may  be  observed  that  after  the  retirement  of  the  English  and  French  forces  in  1860,  the 
late  emperor  deferred  his  return  to  the  capital,  either  on  account  of  sickness  or  fear,  and 
remained  at  Jeho,  in  the  northeast  of  this  province,  until  his  death  in  August,  1861,  leaving 
the  administration  to  his  brothers.  After  tne  rightful  succession  had  been  secured  to  his  son 
by  the  eoup-d^itat,  Prince  "Xun^  accompanied  him  and  the  two  regent  empresses  back  to 
Peking,  and  was  acknowledged  as  the  active  head  of  the  government.  These  two  ladies, 
one  of  whom  is  the  late  emperor's  dowa«^er,  and  the  other  the  present  emperor's  mother,  appj^ar 
to  possess  much  personal  decision  of  character  and  take  an  active  share  of  public  affairs. 
8tiU  the  prince's  position  as  I-ching  Wang,  or  prince  administrator  of  government,  has  grad- 
ually drawn  towards  himself  most  of  the  influence  which  the  Chinese  regard  as  specially 
appertaining  to  the.  throne,  and  rumor  alleges  that  this  power  has  been  oft^  misused.  The 
citizens  of  Peking  have  given  him  a  bad  name  for  two  years  past,  but  his  sudden  and,  high 
elevatiop  may  have  attracted  to  him  much  of  the  obloquy  they  usually  bestow  on  their  rulers. 
Foreigners  are  too  little  acquainted  with  the  personal  character  of  the  men  who  manage  this 
government,  to  be  able  to  judge  intelligently  respecting  many  of  the  changes  and  nlans  of 
3ieir  policy ;  and  very  often  many  things  are  not  known  until  they  are  adducea  &s  the 
sufficient  reasons  for  what  has  already  taken  place,  but  which  could  not  safely  be  mentioned 
before. 

On  the  29th  and  30th  ultim.o  a  grand  review  was  held,  at  which  the  emperor  (now  ten  years 
old)  and  empresses,  attended  by  a  large  cortege,  were  present.  It  is  reported  that  on  this 
occasion  the  bearing  of  the  prince  toward  them  was  so  offensive  that  they  determined  to 
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endure  him  no  longer,  and.  on  the  Ist  instant  a  decree  appeared  in  the  Gaaette  remoring  him 
from  all  his  offices,  and  confining  him  to  his  own  house,  ostensibly  in  consequence  of  a  me- 
morial referred  to  in  it.  The  charges  against  him  in  the  memorial  are  of  a  general  character, 
such  as  favoritism,  arrogance,  cumdity,  and  gprasping  for  power,  all  shown  in  many  ways, 
and  so  often  as  to  be  notorious.  The  emperor  accepts  the  accusations,  and,  after  r^lnrring  to 
the  princess  commendable  conduct  when  he  first  took  charge  of  affairs,  says  that  he  now 
shows  his  clemency  and  desire  to  shield  a  criminal,  by  simply  relieving  him  of  his  public 
duties.  His  four  brothers  are  detuled  to  attend  in  rotation  to  the  duties  conneded  with 
audiences  and  presentations,  but  his  other  posts  are  not  filled  up. 

When  the  edict  appeared  one  of  the  literary  examinations  was  in  progress,  so  that  tlie 
capital  was  filled  witn  scholars  from  all  parts  of  the  empire,  but  no  disturbances  arose,  though 
precautions  were  taken  to  maintain  peace  if  it  should  be  disturbed.  The  popular  gratificadon 
was  too  sincere.  In  it  Wansiang,  tne  leading  member  of  the  foreign  office,  is  enjoined  to 
attend  with  his  colleagues  to  all  the  duties  of  that  department  with  loyalty  and  diligence ; 
but  the  whole  thing  was  so  sudden  and  its  denouement  so  uncertain  that  they  addressed  a 
note  to  the  foreign  ministers  on  the  7th  requesting  them  not  to  send  in  any  official  despatch 
foi^  the  present^  But  to  employ  the  form  of  notes  to  make  known  business  that  could  not  be 
delayed ;  an  intimation  that  the  prince  might  perhaps  be  restored  to  his  position  as  chief 
secretary  of  foreign  affairs. 

In  their  conversation  they  exhibited  no  alarm  at  what  had  happened,  for  it  inyolvefl  no 
change  of  policy.  There  was  no  party  question  mixed  up  with  it,  and  the  whole  affair  was 
of  such  a  nature  that  it  might  ere  long  be  arranged.  It  is  quite  probable  that  they  may  have 
felt  some  anxiety  as  to  the  effects  of  suck  a  quarrel  upon  the  provincial  authorities,  but  that 
was  a  prospective  contingency. 

On  tne  8th  the  Gazette  contained  a  report  firom  Wo-jin  and  others,  members  of  the  privj 
council,  who,  in  compliance  with  orders,  had  summoned  the  author  of  the  memorial,  named 
Tsai  Shan-ki,  before  them  to  obtain  his  proofs  for  the  charges  made  against  the  prince.  What- 
ever may  have  been  proven,  this  report  contains  nothing  definite,  except  a  hint  at  bribery 
and  corruption,  whicn  implicates  Sieh  Hwan  (one  of  the  foreign  office)  and  Ldn  Yung  (the 
l^overnor  of  Thansi)  with  the  accused ;  but  reference  is  made  to  a  second  statement  contain- 
ing eight  other  particulars.  The  privy  council  exonerates  the  prince  in  general  terms,  but 
does  not  clear  him  of  all  charges  or  errors,  and  in  a  courtier -like  way  refers  the  sentence  on  the 
finding  back  to  the  throne,  the  fountain  of  all  power.    Its  general  tone  is  favorable  to  the 

Srince,  and  makes  it  easy  for  the  emperor  to  restore  him  to  part  at  least  of  his  previous 
ignities. 

Yesterday  another  paper  appeared,  containing  an  edict  firom  the  emperor,  who  had  himself 
received  the  commands  of  the  empresses  upon  the  prince's  case,  in  which,  after  the  usual 
circumlocution  and  half-expressed  excuses  and  reasons  that  these  back-track  documents 
exhibit,  the  prince  is  restored  to  his  position  at  the  head  ot  the  foreign  office,  and  admitted  as 
before  to  the  palace,  though  it  is  not  stated  whether  he  has  anything  to  do  with  the  audiences. 
His  highest  post  is  not  yet  restored  and  is  still  unfilled.  The  two  officers  who  are  mentioned 
as  implicated  in  a  case  of  bribery,  Sieh  Hwan  and  Lin  Yung,  are  to  .be  strictly  examined 
and  may  lose  some  of  their  honors. 

I  have  given  all  the  important  facts,  connected  with  this  affair  that  I  have  yet  learned,  for 
there  is  much  secret  history  connected  with  it  which  wiU  not  come  abroad,  and  shall  forward 
translations  of  the  papers  to  Mr.  Burlingame,  who  may  remain  in  the  south  long  enough 
still  to  receive  them.  It  is  worth  noting,  as  illustrating  the  Chinese  character,  that  during 
all  this  time  no  one  expressed  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  life  or  property  to  any  person, 
but  the  whole  furnishes  an  instance  of  the  sudden  changes  in  Chinese  political  life. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

P.  S. — A  note  has  just  been  received  from  the  foreign  office,  informing  the  foreign  ministeiiB 
that  they  may  address  their  official  communications  to  the  prince  as  before,  accompanied  bj 
his  card ;  and  I  have  also  heard,  from  good  authority,  that  he  will  ere  long  be  restored  to  all 
his  former  honors ;  consequently,  the  whole  affair  rather  establishes  him  more  firmly  than 
before  in  his  control  of  the  government 


B. 

[Extract  from  the  Peking  Gazette  of  April  8th.] 

Your  Majesty's  servants,  Wo-jin  and  others,  kneeling,  present  their  report  resnecting  the 
inquiry  ordered  by  your  Majesty,  upon  which  they  hudibly  beg  the  gracious  glance  to  be 
bestowed. 

Having  received  the  orders  of  your  Majesty  from  your  own  hand,  together  with  the 
memorial  of  the  Hanlin  graduate,  Tsai  Shan-ki,  we  accordingly,  on  the  Ist  instant,  sent  for 
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him  to  appear  before  the  inner  conncil  to  be  personall  j  examined  upon  the  gpraye  charm 
oontaiued  in  his  recent  memorial.  We  reauired  him  to  fiimish  such  eridence  as  he  had  to 
substantiate  them,  and  then  receiyed  from  nim  a  paper  containing  his  own  statement  upon 
the  matter;  from  wtiich  we  gathered  that  two  officers,  Sieh  Hwan  and  Lin  Yung,  were 
aomewhat  implicated,  but.the  charges  connected  with  them  rested  only  on  mmor,  and  the 
memorial  itself  contained  all  the  evidence  he  had  to  furnish  respecting  the  other  allegations 
of  arrogance,  fayoritism,  and  g^rasping  after  power. 

It  must  be  evident  to  evenr  one  that  in  conaactine  the  g^ve  responsibilities  laid  upon  him. 
Prince  Kung  himself  would  feel  that  he  ouf^ht  to  exhibit  the  highest  respect  and  circumspection, 
loined  wiih  pnritj  of  conduct  and  strict  uprightness.  If  in  the  time  he  has  held  these  posts 
lie  has  glided  his  acts  by  carefulness  and  strictness,  how  could  he  have  iso  frequently  induced 
this  popular  discussion  of  his  conduct  7  Although  the  memorial  adduces  no  evidence  to  prove 
the  charges  of  cupidity,  favoritism,  arrogance,  and  grasping  after  power,  yet  it  cannot,  we 
Apprehend,  be  said  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  them.  Respecting  the  first  charge,  which 
is  almost  necessarily  of  a  dark  and  underhand  nature,  and  one  which  parties  not  interested 
in  the  transactions  cannot  personally  know,  still  the  other  three  could  not  have  £uled  to 
manifest  themselves  whenever  he  (the  prince)  presented  a  report  or  conducted  any  affair,  and 
their  earliest  indications  could  hardly  Have  eluded  the  keen  eye  of  your  Majes^. 

We  humbly  think  that  the  high  prerogative  of  appointing  and  removing  officers  of  state 
bekmgs  entirely  to  your  Majesty,  and  therefore  how  much  it  is  best  to  reduce  the  power  of 
Prince  Kung,  m  order  to  manifest  that  regard  which  may  be  deemed  suitable  to  a  prince  of 
tlie  blood,  is  a  point  on  which  we  respectfully  await  your  decision.  Begardine  tne  impli- 
cation of  Sieh  Mwan  and  Lin  Tung  [with  the  prince]  in  acts  of  bribery,  and  all  the  evidence 
connected  with  it,  as  noticed  in  the  statement  of  Tsai  Shan-ki,  which  we  likewise  find  ii  also 
derived  from  mere  rumor,  it  is  but  proper  to  await  your  Majesty's  orders  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  the  charges  and  act. 

An  additional  statement  under  eight  heads,  which  was  also  lianded  to  us,  is  still  under  our 
most  careful  consideration  and  scrutiny,  and  we  must  defer  our  report  on  those  portions 
wliich  can  be  proven  or  rejected,  until  another  day. 

We  now  hand  up  the  statement  given  in  by  Tsai  Shan-ki  for  your  Majesty's«examination, 
and  accompany  it  with  a  copy  of  our  memorial,  humbly  implorii;ig  the  instructions  of  the 
empresses  and  of  ^our  Majesty  upon  the  same. 

The  supreme  will  has  been  received  upon  the  above. 

**It  is  recorded." 


[Edict,  from  the  Peking  Gazette  of  April  12th  ] 

We  have  received  the  following  ferocious  commands  from  their  Miyesties  the  empresses :     * 

Having  received  several  memorials  concerning  the  circumstances  appertaining  to  Pnnce 
Kung*s  case,  drawn  up  by  the  Princes  Tun  and  Shun,  with  Wang,  a  iudge  of  ue  court  of 
representation,  and  the  censor.  Shun— [the  purport  of  which  is,  T**  that  although  he  lias 
committed  errors,  he  is  still  eligible  for  employment" — they  were  all  accordingly  referred  to 
a  united  council,  composed  of  princes,  gnmdees,  ministers  of  state,  and  scholars,  censors 
andguardians,  for  their  deliberation.  They  have  reported  that,  according  to  the  memorials 
of  Wo-jin  and  Prince  Li,  and  others,  and  to  the  several  other  papers  drawn  up  by  the  privy 
counsellor.  Tin ;  the  censor,  Pwan ;  the  crown  adviser,  Wang  Wei  Chin,  and  a  court  derk 
framed  Kwang,  a  general  concord  of  opinion  exists  that  **  Prince  Kung*s  errors  all  originated 
with  himself,  but  as  he  is  a  prince  of  uie  blood,  and  one  of  the  highest  dignitaries  of  state, 
it  must  rest  with  his  Majesty  to  decide  whether  or  not,  if  he  should  be  again  employed,  it 
would  lead  him  to  amend  his  conduct." 

In  the  papers  drawn*up  by  the  court  clerk,  Kwang,  and  oth^  it  is  obsdhred,  "that  to 
have  doubts  and  suspicions  of  the  court  itself,  ^d  to  learn  that  discord  exists  at  the  fountain 
of  authority,  will  startle  all  who  hear  it,  whether  at  the  capital  or  in  the  provinces,  and 
greatly  increase  the  daily  anxieties  [of  the  crown."]  This  remark  indicates  a  correct  and 
enlarged  view  of  things,  it  is  true ;  but  while  this  aff'air  has  caused  great  sorrow  in  the  court, 
they  were  not  fully  aware  of  all  the  feelings  which  affect  us.  Accordingly,  the  other  day  we 
directed  Prince  Fan  and  the  members  of  the  general  coundl  to  go  to  the  oflicers  then  as- 
sembled in  the  palace,  and  inform  them  that  in  consequence  of  this  it  was  imperative  on  us 
again  to  express  our  will  upon  the  case. 

Prince  Kung,  a  near  relative  of  the  Crown,  and  one  of  the  leading  supporters  of  the  qtate, 
is  the  most  trusted  of  all  our  family,  and  has  been  the  recipient  of  many  favors  and  honors. 
His  fayoritism  has  chiefly  been  shown  in  kindness  to  his  own  relatives  and  unwillingness  to 
repel  his  own  friends ;  and  though  his  bearing  when  in  the  palace  was  frequently  miuked  by 
a  great  neglect  of  what  was  suitable,  yet  it  is  best  to  suppress  ill  feelings  and  pass  over  little 
differences  of  the  palace.  We  are  very  willing  to  take  all  such  things  patiently,  lest  out  of 
such  trifling  disagreements  results  might  arise  that  would  disturb  the  whole  operations  of 
government  and  prove  disastrous  in  their  consequences.  If  we  examine  the  records  of  former 
aynasties  we  shaU  find  many  instances  of  favorites  raised  to  power  who  had  been  leniently 
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dealt  with  when  ooiiTicte4»of  ftra]t«,'Tet  at  last  liad  become  arrorant  and  ^rasphi^,  and 
unless  tbey  were  dealt  with  beforehand,  and  the  leAults  of  snch  conduct  were  teen.' it  wonld 
be  detrimental. 

When,  therefore,  we  learned  Prince  Knng's  delinqnenciee,  and  issued  onr  first  serere  orders 
respecting  him,  it  was  with  the  earnest  hope  that  after  that  warning  and  admonition  he  wonld 
himself  see  the  errors  of  his  way  in  an  humble  spirit,  and  not  again  walk  in  the  same  path. 
It  was,  perhaps,  a  sharp  reprimand  for  venial  faults,  bu^  evidenced  our  wishes  to  protect  and 
retain  him  as  far  as  possible.  If  it  had  all  been  merely  a  momentaiy  pique  on  our  part,  can 
it  be  supposed  that  we  would  have  let  the  papers  of  Prince  Tun  and  others  be  transmitted  to 
a  body  of  high  officers  to  be  deliberated  upon  7  Since  we  have  now  learned  that  the  renorts 
cK  the  princes  and  high*  officers  agree  in  the  opinion  that  the  errors  of  Prince  Kunj^  nave 
arisen  simply  from  himself,  and  he  is  still  eligible  for  employment,  an  opinion  that  comddea 
with  our  own,  we  therefore  now  issue  this  clear  declaration : 

Let  Prince  Rung  be  restored  to  favor  and  have  the  entree  of  the  palace  as  formeriy,  and 
let  him  resume  his  post  as  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  afiairs.  Hencefo^h  he  will  feel 
that  he  must  dilfgentlv  exert  himself  to  show  his  sense  of  Siis  leniency,  and  carefully  execute 
all  tfie  ooramands  we  lay  upon  him.  Let  all  high  officers,  on  whom  devolVe  the  weighty  , 
reeponsibilities  of  state  affairs,  likewise  feel  that  they  must  with  loyalty  and  purity  of  heturt 
aid  in  managing  the  difficult  affairs  of  the  present  time ;  let  them  not  cherish  any  suspicion 
on  account  of  recent  events,  nor  shirk  labers  because  they  are  arduous,  so  that  further  evils 
sKise  through  their  indifEsrenee. 

^*Let  this  dedarMion  be  made  kiko#a  «d  all  our  minislerB  in  the  capitaL  Fnm  tha 
£mp«ror." 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward.  ^ 

Ko.  111.]  Legation  of  TftB  United  States, 

Peking,  [without  date,  reo^ved  AogOBt  12,  1865.] 

Sir  :  The  enclosecl  commanication  of  December  8,  1864,  from  the  Gbineee 
government,  notifying  me  of  the  payment  in  foil  of  the  indemnity  for  the  claims 
of  our  citizens,  has  been  detained  for  the  reports  of  the  consul  at  Canton,  and 
the  depositary  informing  me  of  the  receipt  of  the  money,  and  present  position  of 
the  fnnd.  The  liquidation  of  this  indemnity  is  creditable  to  this  government, 
and  I  have  now  only  the  further  duty  to  report  to  you  the  present  condition  of 
the  surplus  as  made  out  by  the  depositary.  The  account  ot  Messrs.  Olyphant 
&  Co.  is  enclosed,  giving  a  summary  of  the  receipts  and  payments  from  the  be- 
ginning, which  is  all  that  you  require  ;  and  I  willingly  add  my  most  decisive 
testimony  to  their  judgment,  accuracy,  and  diligence  in  the  management  of  this 
fund  during  the  six  years  which  have  elapsed  since  payments  began  upon  it 

With  theur  account  I  also  transmit  the  several  vouchers  for  the  payments  to 
the  Claimants  and  their  individual  receipts  for  the  dividends  paid  to  them  through 
the  depositary ;  the  lists  and  nature  of  the  claims  have  already  been  sent  to  toe 
department  by  the  commission  of  claims  in  1860.  Since  this  commission  closed 
its  labors  in  January,  1860,  and  sent  its  report  to  Washington,  one  case  has  come* 
befbre  me  for  payment  which  was  so  cleilr  that  I  could  have  no  doubt  about 
the  propriety  of  paying  it,  and  have  accordingly  done  so.  It  is  the  claim  of  the 
late  Mr*  Rooney,  formerly  master  of  the  bark  Caldera,  now  f^roved  by  his  brother 
and  heir  to  have  beai  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
his  losses.  I  enclose  copies  of  the  documents  necessaiy  to  illustrate  the  ease, 
^hich  was  the  only  claim  filed  in  the  legation  up  to  December,  1859,  that  couH 
not  be  decided  by  the  commission.  There  is,  tnerefore,  no  oUier  demand  that 
can  ever  come  up  for  payment  out  of  this  indemnity  frind  which  has  not  been 
examined  and  decided,  and  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1859,  has 
been  fully  carried  out  in  every  particular.  All  that  now  remains  is  for  the  gov- 
ernment to  decide  what  shall  be  done  with  the  surplus,  and  I  hope  that  the 
plans  and  suggestions  respecting  this  matter  which  I  have  made  in  previous  de- 
spatches may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  burlinga:me. 

Hon.  William  H;  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  G,  r^^^^T^ 
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Prince  Eung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  commnnication 
relating  to  the  indemnity  paid  to  American  merchants  for  their  losses. 

According  to  the  arrangements  made  at  Shanc^hai,  in  1858,  it  was  agreed  that  the  snm  of 
500,000  taels  shonld  be  paid  for  this  purpose,  the  money  to  be  obtained  by  appropriating 
one-fifth  of  the  receipts  on  imports,  exports,  and  tonnage  dues,  (derived  from  American  trade,! 
in  the  proportion  of  300,000  taels  from  Canton,  and  100,000  taels  each  from  Fuhchan  and 
Shanghai,  which  amounts  were  to  be  collected  by  successive  deductions  until  the  whole  was 
paid  up. 

By  a  despatch  just  received  from  the  Imperial  Commissioner  Li,  I  am  informed  **  that  the 
indemnity  due  to  American  merchants  for  losses  amounting  to  500,000  taels,  which  began  to 
be  coUected  in  Februanr,  1859,  by  deducting  one-fifth  from  the  receipts  on  imports^  exports, 
and  tonnage  dues,  (denved  from  American  trade,)  has  now  all  been  paid  up,  in  conformity  to 
the  original  arrangement,  by  deducting  300,000  taels  at  Canton,  and  100,000  taels>  each,  at 
Fuhchan  and  ShMighai,  and  the  debentures  first  issued  have  all  been  returned." 

I  have  therefore  the- honor  to  inform  your  excellency  of  the  above  despatch,  that  you  may 
Terify  the  facts  stated  of  the  completion  of  the  arrangement  respecting  the  indemnity. 

His  Excellency  Anson  Burlinoame, 

United  StaUs  Minister. 

Decembers,  1864,  (Tungohi,  tiurd  year,  eleventh  moon,  eighth  day.) 


(Hyphant  Sf  Co.  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

HoNO  EoNG,  Mat/  4,  1965. 

8tr:  We  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  a  final  statement  of  the  **  United  States 
hidemnity  fund,**  in  account  with  ourselves  as  receivers,  by  which  you  will  note  that  we 
have  received  from   the  Chinese  government,  as  indemnity —  « 

Taels  500,000,  representing 1735,238  97 

Interest  on  current  deposits  of  the  above —  •  2,440  98 

Interest  on  special  deposit .-  3,040  00 

Amounting  to 740,719  95 

Out  of  which  we  have  paid— - 

To  claimants '... -.     $489,694  78 

M.  Rooney*s claim 3,040  00 

Sundry  charges '        894  18 

Our  commission * 18,508  01 

And  deposited  in  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation,  at  Hong  Kong, 
as  per  accompanying  memorandum  of  receipts^  marked  A. . .      220, 000  00 

•— ~— — ^— """•      732, 1^0  jy/ 

Leaving  a  balance  in  our  hands  subject  to  your  order  this  date 8,582  98 

We  have  also  deposited,  asper  enclosed  memorandum  of  receipts,  marked  B, 
with  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation  of  Houg  Kong,  the  sum  of t^,  072  50 

The  same  being  interest  paid  us  by  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation  on  deposits,    ' 
as  per  memorandum  of  receipts,  marked  A ;  and  frirther  hold  the  special  re- 
ceipt, No.  ] 3-1 34,  of  that  corporation  for  the  sum  of 1,510  29 

Being  amount  of  claim  for  flagstaff,  and  interest  on  same  to  August,  1863. 

There  is,  therefore,  now  in  China,  for  account  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, viz :  Cash  in  i»ur  hands,  as  per  account  rendered  herewith 8, 582  98 

Principal  on  deposit  with  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation,  Hong  Kong 220, 000  00 

Interest  on  deposit  with  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation 9,072  50 

Amount  of  claim  and  interest  for  flagstaff  on  deposit,  Oriental  Bank  Corpora- 
tion..  .--.  1,510  29 

Amounthig  to 239,165  77 

Of  which  sum  the  above-named  deposits  with  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation  bear  interest 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  are  held,  as  per  receipts  in  our  possession,  subject 
to  **  the  order  of  tbe  United  States  minister  to  China,  or  chief  diplomatic  officer  of  the  Umted 
States  in  China  for  the  time  being.'* 

Trusting  your  excellency  will  nnd  the  above  accounts  in  order,  we  have  the  honor  to  re* 
main,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

OLYPHANT  &  CO. 
His  Excellency  Hon.  Anson  Burlingame,  v 

United  States  Minister  to  Chinas  Sfc,  8fe.,  8;e.  ^  j 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


444 


DIPLOMATIC  COBRESPONDBNCB. 


Mtmarandmm  of  receipts  hdd  by  the  undersigned  for  United  States  indemnity  funds  deposited 
with  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation,  Hong  Kong, 


Date. 


Nnmber. 


Amount. 


1862.— April  16.... 

May  31 

Septembers. 
1863.— March  9.... 

March  23... 

May  13. 

May  27.... 

June  16. — 

July  20 

December  21 
1864.— April  18.... 

June  16 

October  28  . 


12^80 

1^101 

12-178 

13-12 

13-58 

13-87 

13-93 

13-110 

13-126 

13-222 

14-75 

14-121 

14-202 


120,000 

40,000 

25,000 

10,000 

10,000 

20,000 

10,000 

10,000 

8,000 

15,000 

7,000 

8,000 

37,000 


220,000 


B. 


O.  &  CO. 


Memorandum  of  receipts  held  by  the  undersigned  for  interest  paid  by  and  redeposited  with  the 
Oriental  Bank  Corporation,  Hong  Kong,  on  account  of  the  within  named  deposit  receipts, 

1863 
Aug.  3,  No.  13-135  for  $1,000  00 ;  bdng  Int.  on  receipt  No.  12-86,  for  1  year  to  Apl.  16,  '63. 
'  "  May31.»63. 


13-136  for  2,000  00 

Dec  22,  No.  13-223  for  1,250  00 

1864. 

Ap'l.  20,  No.  14-78   for  500  00 

14-79   for  500  00 

Oct  12,  No.  14-192  for  3,822  50 


12-101 
12-178 


9,072  50 


Sept  2,«63L 


int.  on  receipt  No.  13-42  for  1  year  to  March  9,  '64. 
13^58  "  '•       23, '64. 

*'      Bundry  receipts  as  per  accompanying  me- 
morandum. 


We  also  hold  deposit  receipt  dated  August  3,  1863,  No.  13-134,  for  $1,510  29, 

being  amount  of  claim  for  flagstaff |1, 429  48 

And  interest  to  August  3,  1863 80  81 

1,510  29 


O.  &  CO. 


United  States  indemnity  account  in  account  with  Olyphant  8^  Co,,  receivers,  * 

Dr. 

To  payment  of  claims  of  American  citizens,  for  losses  sustained  by  them  in  Canton,  in 
1856: 

First  di^dend  paid -.-* $223,772  78 

Second  dividena  paid - 61,025  71 

Third  dividend  paid 111,405  24 

Fourth  dividend  paid 56,314  90 

Fifth  dividend  paid 37;i76  15 

Total  amount  paid  by  dividends 489,694  78 

To  total  amount  deposited  in  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation  in  Hong  Kong,  to   • 
credit  of  United  States  minister  to  China 220,000  00 
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To  paid  Mr.  Rooney's  clidm  by  order  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Borlingame 3, 040  00 

Charm  for  collection — ^freieht  on  Sjcee  received  firom  coast  ports. .. .  $494  88 

Dr.  Williams's  order  for  prfiitlng 232  56 

Dr.  Williams's  order  on  treasurer  receiyed 166  74 

8W  18 

Commission,  two  and  a  half  ppr  cent  on  amount  collected  as  indeoinity  ac* 

count,  1740,720  35 , 18,508  01 

May  4, 1866.  To  baLanoe  in  hands  of  receivers,  carried  down 8,582  98 

740,719  95 

Cr. 

By  total  amount  of  indemnity  money  collected  as  follows : 

In  Canton  taels 300,000  equal  in  dollars..  $445,748  07 

In  Foochan  taels > 100,000  "  139,936  55 

In  Shanghai  taels 100,000  *'  149,554  35 

500,000  735,238  ^ 

As  per  accounts  rendered  January  4,  1862,  June  30,  and  August  19,  1863, 

and  October  27,  1864 : 

By  interest  allowed  by  mercantile  bank  on  deposits,  as  per  our  account  rendered 
January4,  1862 2,440  98 

By  amount  of  interest  collected  from  Oriental  Bank  Corporation,  Hong  Kong . .        3, 040  00 

Total  amount  of  collections 740,719  95 

May  4,  1865.  By  balance  brought  down |8,582  98 

Errors  excepted. 

Bono  Kong,  Maw  4, 1865. 

OLYPHANT  &  CO. 


Mr,  BurliTigame  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  112.]  Shanghai,  May  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  sabmit  an  account  of  my  last  interview  with  Prince 
Kung,  prepared  hj  Dr.  Martin,  who  acted  as  interpreter  with  Dr.  Williams,  and 
who  forwarded  it  to  me  at  this  place.  It  is  so  fidl  that  I  content  myself  with 
sending  it  without  ^rther  explanation  than  to  inform  jpu  that  the  anxiety  of 
the  Chinese  officials  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  charge  of  disrespect  to  the 
foreign  legations  grew  out  of  a  pressure  we  brought  to  bear  upon  them  for  clos- 
ing one  or  two  places  against  the  legations.  From  the  tenor  of  the  despatches 
of  one  or  two  of  my  colleagues,  thej  were  left  to  infer  that  their  action  might 
lead  to  a  withdrawal  of  good  will ;  hence  their  desire,  as  expressed  in  their  ap- 
pended note,  to  have  their  intentions  explained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Was/iington,  D,  C 


MR.  BURLINGAME*S  LAST  INTERVIEW  WFTH  PRINCE  KUNG  AND  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

FOREIGN  BOARD. 

I.— PfeZtJfttiiary  inUrvuvo  with  Hangkee  at  tJU  United  States  legation^  Febrmarff  24, 1866. 

Hangkbe.  It  is  with  much  regret  I  learn  your  excellencjis  about  to  take  leave  of  our 
capital.  The  prince  regent  entertains  the  same  sentiment,  tie  feels  that  he  is  losing  a  tried 
friend,  and  desires  to  give  jou  an  expression  of  regard  by  inviting  yon  to  a  farewcSl  enter- 
tainment. I  am  copunissioned  to  inqmre  what  day  it  would  be  convenient  for  yon  to  meet 
his  highness. 
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Mr.  BuRLmoAMB.  The  kind  feeing  expretsed  by  tke  prince  and  all  Ui»  members  of  tbe 
foreign  board  I  cordially  reciprocate,  and  will  be  hapP7  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  highaeaa  on  either 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  of  next  week. 

Hangkee.  In  the  case  of  other  ministers  we  hftTe  always  widted  for  a  formal  notice  of 
&eir  intended  departure.  In  deviation  from  our  eostoms,  and  coming  i)eforehand  to  solicit 
the  favor  of  your  company,  the  prince  is  beetowinf  a  special  mark  of  confidence  and  reepect. 
He  has  not  forgotten  the  nomeroos  instances  in  wnich  you  have  employed  your  good  offices 
in  our  favor ;  of  which  not  the  least  was  your  aid  in  reUeving  us  of  our  embarrassment  with 
the  English  flotilla. 

Mr.  SuRLiNGAME.  Perhaps  I  may  still  have  the  opportunity  of  rendering  you  some  other 
•ervice'  after  leaving  your  shores ;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  always  be  happy 
to  promote  the  welmre  of  your  empire  by  all  the  means  within  my  power. 

Hangkee.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  us  if  your  excellency  comd  delay  your  journey  long 
enough  to  be  present  at  a  review  of  the  troops  we  have  had  trained  in  the  foreign  drill. 


Mr.  Burling  AM  E.  If  I  cannot,  I  assure  ^ou  it  will  not  be  from  any  want  of  iniereit  in 
that  enterprise,  for  I  look  upon  the  introduction  of  foreign  arms  and  discipline*as  a  measoro 
of  the  first  importance  for  tne  security  of  the  empire. 

Hangkee.  In  organizing^  this  force,  our  first  object  is  the  reatoration  of  order  in  oor  in- 
terior provinces.    Our  next  is  the  protection  of  our  seaports  and  of  our  foreign  trade. 

Mr.  Burlingame.  Allow  me  to  g^ve  you  a  parting  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  officering 
of  these  troops.  Let  foreign  officers  be  employed  to  driU  them  thoroughly  in  camps  of  in- 
struction, but  let  none  but  natives  lead  them  in  the  field.  Ton  will  thus  avoid  international 
lealousies,  and  save  yourselves  from  endless  embarrassment. 

Hangkee.  The  British  charge  Mr.  Wade,  gives  us  the  same  counsel.  Arte  the  necessity 
for  introducing  foreign  discipline,  I  was  deeply  convinoed  t^  first  time  I  saw  a  review  of 
foreign  troops,  which  was  at  Canton,  some  years  ago.  I  was  stationed  there  as  port  col- 
lector, and  sent  up  many  memorials  in  respect  to  foreign  officers.  My  counsels  were  de- 
feated for  the  time  bv  those  ambitious  princes,  Suschur  and  Twantiwa,  (put  to  death  in 
1801 ; )  but  they  have  been  acted  upon  since  the  reins  of  power  came  into  the  hands  of  Prince 
Kung.  I 

But,  to  change  the  subject,  have  you  heard  that  a  couple  of  Englishmen  committed  acts 
of  violence,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  Temple  of  Everlasting  Peace,  beating  the  gate-keepers,  and 
breaking  a  lock  in  order  to  effect  an  entrance? 

Mr.  BURLINGAME.  Yes ;  I  am  acquainted  with  the  facts.  Jt  was  a  gpross  outrage,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Wade  himself  views  it  in  that  light.  I  have  no  doubt  he 
will  bring  the  offenders  to  justice. 

Hangkee.  I  know  he  has  despatched  officers  to  apprehend  them,  but  he  throws  the  blame 
of  the  occurrence  on  us,  because,  forsooth,  we  put  locks  on  the  gates  of  our  sacred  places, 
instead  of  allowing  them  to* stand  open  for  the  gratification  of^promiscuous  visitors.  He 
even  seizes  on  this  occasion,  inopportune  as  it  is,  to  press  a  demand  for  the  removal  of  such 
restrictions.  This  is  just  as  if  an  Englishman  should  cut  a  Chinaman  across  the  neck,  and 
Mr.  Wade,  while  profuse  in  his  regrets  for  the  unfortunate  occurrence,  should  recommend  os 
to  wear  iron  collars  as  a  safeguard.  Or  I  may  give  you  another  illustration,  more  amusing, 
but  not  less 'truthful.  This  appendage  (holding  up  his  cue)  you  are  not  accustomed  to 
wear,  and  deem  it  of  little  value,  while  we  regard  it  as  the  very  seal  of  honor.  A  man  who 
loses  it  is  disgraced  forever,  and  one  who  cuts  off  the  cue  of  another  is  liable  to  be  punished 
with  banishment,  ^ow,  suppose  an  Englishman  had  cut  off  the  cue  of  one  of  our  people, 
Mr.  Wade  would  admit  be  had  no  right  to  do  so.'  But  what  if  he  should  proceed  to  counsel 
us  to  cut  off  all  our  cues,  and  dispense  with  a  useless  member,  as  the  best  means  for  securing 
ourselves  against  future  insulte  ? 

The  conversation  threatening  to  become  personal,  Mr.  Burlingame  declined  to  pursue  it  in 
that  direction,  but  availed  himself  of  the  introduction  of  the  subject  to  bring  forward  some 
suggestions  of  a  general  character.  They  related  to  three  points — the  sovereign  right  of  the 
Chinese  government  to  le^slate  on  its  own  domestic  affiairs,  the  importance  of  comity  and 
generosity  in  international  intercourse,  and  wisdom  of  dealing  with  individual  peculiarities. 
Under  the  first  he  remarked  that  the  Chinese  bad  an  undoubted  right  to  withdraw  from  us 
every  privilege  not  expressed  or  implied  in  the  stipulation  of  the  treaties.  But  would  it  be 
either  wise  or  honorable  to  press  their  authority  to  its  extreme  limit?  Under  the  second  he 
dwelt  especially  on  the  privileges  usually  conceded  to  diplomatic  persons,  and  intimated  that, 
though  tne  public  generally  might  be  excluded  from  their  several  places,  it  n^ght  not  be  im- 
proper to  make  some  exceptions  in  favor  of  envoys  and  their  suites.  And,  in  the  third  place, 
he  assured  them  that  Mr.  Wade  is,  at  heart,  one  of  their  best  friends,  and  advised  them  to 
comply  with  his  wishes  as  far  as  possible. 

Hangkee,  (after  noting  down  these  leading  ideas.)  We  are  liberal  in  the  concession  of 
privileges,  and  we  have  no  wish  to  retract  them ;  but  some  of  those  which  are  demanded  we 
cannot  by  any  possibility  comply  with. 

In  regard  to  some  of  these  several  places,  we  cannot  even  make  an  exception  in  favor  of 
envoys ;  nor  is  this  owing  to  any  want  of  respect  as  an  evidence  of  the  great  honor  we  pnt 
on  the  office  of  an  ambassador.    I  may  remark  that  though  none  of  us  dare  stand  or  sit  on 
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the  same  lerel  with  Prince  Eang,  yet  his  Highness  hdds  intorconxse  on  termB  of  eqiiAUty 
with  repiesentatiyes  of  the  treaty  powers. 

Oar  sentiments  are^  identical  with  yours,  though  they  are  expressed  by  diSsrent  signs; 
-and  our  religious  principles  are  the  same  as  yours,  though  they  are  clothed  in  different 
forms~t.  e.,  what  you  mean  by  "  Lord"  we  call  Heayen.  It  is  not  a  firmament  of  stone  or 
vapor  that  we  worship,  but  the  Spirit  who  dwells  in  Heayen.  In  the  popular  idolatry  we 
put  no  faith  whatever ;  but  the  Emperor  makes  us  use  it,  as  an  auxiliary  power  in  govem- 
mg  the  people.  The  teachers  of  every  creed  agreed  as  to  the  principles  of  virtue ;  any  one 
of  these  systems  will  suffice  to  deter  men  from  me  perpetration  of  secret  chmes,  which  the 
law  of  the  land  would  be  powerless  to  prevent. 

Mr.  BURLINGAME.  You  are  right  in  extending  the  freest  toleration  to  every  form  of  reli- 
gion.   All  truth  is  in  one,  and  in  the  end  the  truth  will  entirely  prevaih 

Hangkee.  As  a  proof  of  our  liberalitjr,  I  may  mention  tliat  we  are  even  now  inviting 
Christi&  missionaries  to  become  the  teachers  of  our  children ;  and  if  Christian  churches 
ever  produce  ^better  citizens  than  Buddhist,  or  Christian  schools  better  scholars  than  the 
Confucionists*  we  shall  gladiv  acknowledge  their  work.  Our  Emperor's  respect  for  the 
forms,  and  unwillinraess  to  allow  their  temples  to  be  invaded,  is  neitaer  superstition  nor  in- 
tolerance, but  merely  a  politic  arrangement  by  which  he  holds  the  Tartar  tribes  in  willing 
subjection. 

In  conclusion,  Hangkee  begged  Mr.  Buflingame  to  use  his  influence  to  induce  Mr.  Wade 
to  withdraw  his  demand,  or  at  least  to  defer  pressing  it 

11.— Jntennew  toUh  Friuee  Kwmg,  at  the  Foreign  Office,  Matreh  3,  1865, 

Mr.  BuRLiNGAMR.  In  taking  leave  of  your  Highness,  it  is  pleasant  to  recollect  the  kind- 
ness and  confidence  with  which  I  have  been  treated  by  your  government  since  my  residence 
among  you. 

Prince  Kung.  It  is  not  without  sincere  regret  that  we  part  with  one  whom  we  have 
found  to  be  our  true  friend,  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  asking  is  it  necessary  that  yon  should 
leave  ns  7    Are  you  recalled  b^  the  authcmty  of  your  sovereign? 

Mr.  Burling  AM  e.  I  am  gomg  home  on  temporary  leave. 

Prjnce  Kung.  O,  then  we  may  expect  to  see  vou  back  again.  Your  President  has  a 
second  term,  and  vou  ought  to  have  another ;  as  the  oooks  say,  we  like  to  change  our  clothes, 
but  not  our  friends. 

Mr.  Burlingamb.  I  certainly  would  return  if  I  thought  I  could  render  your  government 
any  signal  service. 

Prince  Kung.  But  we  will  take  no  denial.  We  wish  you  to  pledge  yourself  to  return  to 
us.  If  you  are  willing  to  resume  your  mission,  you  will  join  me  m  draining  a  glass  in  token 
of  consent.  (Mr.  Buningame,  after  a  brief  pause,  takes  the  glass.)  The  covenant  is  rati- 
fied ;  friends  are  not  allowed  to  forget  a  promise  sealed  by'a  gli»s  of  wine. 

Mr.  BURLINOAME.  Perhaps,  in  my  absence,  I  may  serve  you  aS  effectually  as  I  could  if  I 
were  here. 

Prince  Kung.  We  have  been  indebted  to  you  on  many  occasions,  and  especially  with  re- 
gard to  the  English  flotilla.  • 

III. — Conversation  toith  Tung  Ta-jen,  at  the  legation,  March  6,  1865. 

The  day  being  slightly  overcast,  Prince  Kung  supposed  it  would  be  unsuitable  for  taking 
a  sun  picture,  and  deferred  his  visit  until  the  next  day.  At  an  early  hour,  however,  Tung- 
Seun  came  in ;  somewhat  late  he  was  joined  b^  Hangkee  and  Chunlun.  Before  the  arrival 
of  the  two  last  Mr.  Burlingame  gave  Tung  Ta-jen  a  lew  hints  for  the  benefit  of  his  govern- 
ment. 

In  the  event,  he  said,  of  difficulties  arising  between  the  Chinese  government  and  any  rep- 
resentative of  a  foreign  power,  there  were  two  methods  by  which  they  might  be  prevented 
from  issuing  in  serious  consequences 

1.  To  make  sure  that  they  were  in  the  right,  and  then  to  send  copies  of  the  whole  corre- 
spondence to  each  of  the  other  resident  ministers,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be  published  in 
their  respective  countries.  The  fear  of  public  opinion  would  prove  a  wholesome  safeguard 
against  violent  or  unjustifiable  proceedings. 

2.  To  send  a  diplomatic  mission  to  the  west.  Both  of  these  Mr.  Burlingame  illustrated 
with  considerable  detail,  and  Tung  Ta-jen  appeared  to  appreciate  their  value. 

In  regard  to  the  last,  he  remarked  that  his  government  is  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
sending  envoys  to  western  nations,  and  that  some  of  the  youth  in  the  government  school  now 
re^eivin^  instruction  from  Tien  Sien  Hang  (  Dr.  Martin)  were  expected  to  become  qualified 
for  serving  as  interpreters  and  secretaries  to  such  embassies.  Mr.  Burlingame  closed  the 
conversation  on  this  topic  by  wishing  Tung  the  good  fortune  to  be  appointed  chief  of  the  first 
embassy  to  the  western  world.  Certain  it  is  that  few  among  its  great  officials  would  repre- 
sent the  empire  with  more  intelligence  or  dignity,  or  be  more  disposed  to  profit  by  what  they 
might  see  in  foreign  lands. 

Tung  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  premotihg  ike  publication  of  Dr.  Martin's  translation  of 
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Wheaton*8  International  Law,  and  gave  its  pages  the  benefit  of  his  own  finished  scholarship. 
On  this  occasion,  when  three  mandarins  sat  for  their  photomphs,  Tang  held  in  his  hand  a 
Yohinie  of  the  Chinese  Wheaton,  apparently  ambitions  of  havmg  his  name  associated  with 
this  work. 

Tung  Ta-jev.  Ton  will  be  able  to  sneak  a  word  in  onr  behalf^  and  correct  misapprehen- 
sions that  may  exist  concerning  ns  in  the  countries  through  which  yon  pass. 

Weusiano.  An  impression  seems  to  have  gone  abroad  tUat  we  treat  the  envoys  of  foreign 
powers  with  a  want  of  consideration.  Ton  will  be  able  to  testify  that  we  heap  on  them  all 
the  attention  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  bestow  on  our  most  honored  guests. 

Tung  Ta-jen.  Thi?  impression  has  arisen  from  some  of  them  having  asked  concessions 
whic^  are  contrary  to  our  customs,  and  which  we  hesitated  to  comply  with. 

PuiNCE  KuNG.  On  many  points  our  customs  and  those  of  the  west  are  at  variance  so 
widely  that  is  impossible  to  reconcile  them. 

TusQ  Ta-jen.  The  ancient  sages  made  it  a  maxim,  when  they  visited  a  foreign  state,  to 
make  careful  inquiries,  lest  by  chance  they  should  transgress  some  of  its  prohibitions,  or  enter 
some  places  to  which  they  were  not  allowed  access. 

Mr.  BURUNGAME.  I  Kuow  what  you  refer  to,  and  reeret  that  there  should  be  any  misun- 
derstanding in  regard  to  it.  It  is  not  for  me  or  any  other  foreign  minister  to  dictate  your 
internal  policy,  but  a  magnanimous  and  generous  course  will  do  most  to  extend  your  reputa- 
tion and  conciliate  the  gw)d  will  of  foreign  countries. 

Weusiang.  The  Prince*s  policy  has  never  been  otherwise  than  liberal  and  ma^animous. 

Mr.  BURLINGAME.  If,  however,  a  case  should  occur  in  which  you  find  it  impossible  to  agree 
with  the  envoy  of  any  nation,  I  am  satisfied  it  would  always  l>e  safe  for  you  to  submit  the 
question  to  the  judgment  of  a  third  party,  and  America,  you  know,  is  bound  by  treaty  stipu- 
uition  to  act  as  your  umi)ire  in  cases  of  international  difficulty. 

Weusiang.  You  are  right  in  saying  that  we  should  be  safe  in  submitting  such  questions, 
because  we  certainly  should  not  venture  to  refer  them  to  arbitrators  unless  we  were  sure  of 
the  soundness  of  our  own  position. 

Mr.  BuRUNGAME.  On  tne  occurrence  of  such  disputes  you  would  do  well  to  guard  a^inst 
mistaking  an  impatient  or  imperious  manner  for  inaications  of  hostile  feeling.  The  kindest 
feelings  are  not  inconsistent  with  some  degree  of  outward  irritation. 

Prince  Kung.  That  is  the  reason  why  the  ancients  have  cautioned  us  not  to  judge  men 
by  their  outward  aspect 

Mr.  BuruMgamb.  In  leaving  vour  capital  I  have  great  pleasure  in  assuring  your  High- 
ness that  you  will  find  in  Dr.  Williams,  whom  I  leave  to  act  in  my  stead,  a  true  friend,  on 
whom  you  may  rely  at  all  times — one  who  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  good  of  China. 

Prince  Kung.  Dr.  Williams  has  been  known  to  us  for  many  years.  He  stands  in  no 
need  of  recommendation.    We  greatly  prefer  him  to  any  stranger  you  might  send  us. 

Hangkee.  He  is  patient  and  considerate.  On  one  occasion  we  spent  four  hours  at  a 
stretch  consulting  with  him  on  a  single  subject. 

Mr.  Burling AME.  May  I  inquire  for  the  health  of  his  Majesty  T 

Prince  Kung.  Be  kind  enough  when  you  see  the  President  to  inform  him  that  we  return 
the  compliment 

Mr.  Bui4higame  now  took  leave,  after  fixing  on  a  day  for  the  Prince  to  make  a  fareweli 
visit  at  the  legation  and  arranging  to  have  the  Prince's  likeness  taken  on  that  occasion. 

lY.— T^s  PHnc4  at  the  legation,  March  7, 1865. 

The  Prince  came,  attended  by  all  the  members  of  the  foreign  board  except  one,  who  is  at 
present  somewhat  under  a  cloud.  He  remained  there  three  or  four  hours,  but  the  time  bein^ 
consumed  in  having  the  likeness  of  himself  and  suite  taken  by  Dr.  Pogochoff,  of  the  Russian 
legation,  little  was  said  worth  recording.  An  incident,  however,  not  unworthy  of  note,  which 
Offered  us  a  pleasant  relief  from  the  commonplace  of  official  visits  and  the  monotony  of 
business,  was  a  poetical  contest  between  two  of  the  Prince's  most  distinguished  followers — 
'  one  a  Chinese  and  the  other  a  Manchu.  Prince  Kung  having  his  attention  attracted  by  a 
book  of  engravings,  was  desirous  of  knowing  their  meaning ;  and  when  told  that  each  one 
was  the  subject  of  an  ode,  which  was  printed  on  the  opposite  page,  he  requested  to  hear  the 
translation  of  one  of  these  odes.  Its  leading  ideas  having  been  rendered  orally  by  Dr.  Martin^ 
the  Prince  ordered  Tung  8eun  to  turn  it  into  Chinese  verse.  Tung  was  not  long  in  executin^^ 
his  task,  and  his  neat  little  ode  turned  into  English  prose  reads  as  follows : 

forget  me  not. 
(Describing  a  picture.) 

Two  girls  on  shipboard  sing  a  parting  song:  ** Hearts  are  deep  or  shallow,  constant  or 
feeble :  say  not  that  friends  are  all  alike ; 

For  the  true  friend  is  only  he 

Of  deep  and  enduring  sympathy.''    . 
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The  Prince  seemed  pleased  with  the  performance,  and  called  for  another  ode,  commanding 
Pan  Ynen,  a  Mancho,  and  one  of  the  highest  officials  in  the  govemmeut,  to  try  his  talent  at 
Terse.    Pan's  snbject,  selected  bjr  the  Prince,  was 

THE  WATER  LILY. 

(Also  describing  a  picture.) 

The  theme  was  not  so  appropriate  for  the  occasion,  but  in  poetical  merit  his  production 
was  not  inferior  to  that  of  nis  Chinese  antagonist ;  it  was  as  follows : 

*'  We  dwell  together  in  a  floweij  clime ; 

The  Red  Lotus  and  White  Lily, 

Are  alternate,  trained  about  our  bower. 

It  surpasses  the  fabled  haunts  of  the  Genii, 

And  the  leaf  of  the  Sacred  Lily 

Attests  that  we  are  children  of  immortality.'* 

On  taking  leave,  Prince  Rung  again  reminded  lir.  Burlingame  how  much  he  expected 
from  the  favorable  representations  he  might  be  able  to  make  in  the  different  countries  through 
which  he  would  pass  on  his  voyage  homeward,  and  requested  that  he  would  allow  three  of 
the  members  of  tne  foreign  board  to  call  again  the  next  day. 

y.— Fmt  of  Weusiang,  Tung,  and  Hangke^  to  the  legation,  8tA,  1865, 

These  officers  came,  in  accordance  with  their  arrangement  of  the  preceding  day,  and  Mr. 
Burlingame  commenced  the  conversation  b^  producing  a  circular  letter  which  he  had  pub- 
lished lor  the  direction  of  our  consuls  in  Chma.  A  part  of  this  war  rendered  into  Chinese,  in- 
their  hearing,  that  they  might  gather  from  it  the  leading  principles  of  a  policy  agreed  upon 
by  the  ministers  of  the  treaty  powers.    It  contains  the  following  paragraphs : 

"  Tou  will  perceive  that  we  are  making  an  effort  to  substitute  fair  diplomatic  action  in 
China  for  force;  that  we  seek  to  do  iustice  that  we  may  have  justice,  and  thus  co-operar 
tion  becomes  the  rule  in  carrying  out  these  relations. 

**The  policy  is  briefly  this:  To  consult  and  c-o-operate  in  all  material  questions;  to  defend 
the  treaty  ports  so  for  as  shall  be  necessary  to  maintain  our  treaty  rights ;  to  support  the 
foreign  customs  service  in  a  pure  administration,  and  upon  a  cosmopolitan  basis;  to  encourage 
the  Chinese  government  in  its  efforts  to  maintain  order;  to  neither  ask  for,  nor  take  conces- 
sion of,  territory  in  the  treaty  ports,  nor  in  any  manner  to  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Chinese  government  over  its  own  people ;  nor  even  menace  the  territorial  integrity  of  the 
Chinese  empire." 

These  sentiments  the  Mandarins  carefully  copied,  remarking  that  they  quite  anticipated 
the  object  of  their  visit,  and  comprehended  the  topic  on  which  they  had  desired  to  confer. 
They  accordingly  soon  took  their  leave,  but  not  until  they  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Burlingame  a  memorandum,  once  more  protesting  their  innocence  of  any  disrespect  towards 
any  foreign  ministers,  and  again  invoking  his  aid  in  correcting,  misapprehensions  which 
might  exist  in  countries  he  was  to  pass  through. 

Hangkee  declared  that,  while  the  Chinese.govemment  treats  all  the  ministers  with  respect, 
it  had  never  given  such  a  demonstration  as  in  the  present  instance,  in  which  the  Prince  Kung, 
and  the  highest  officials  had  waited  day  after  day  at  the  American  legation,  and  Weusiang 
and  Tung,  in  parting  with  Mr.  Burlingame,  quoted  the  last  line  of  Tung's  sentimental  ode — 

•*  For  the  true  friend  is  only  he 
Of  deep  and  enduring  sympathy." 

P.  S. — ^The  undersigned  having  acted  as  special  interpreter  on  this  occasion,  has  made  the 
preceding  notes  from  memory,  and  believes  tltem  to  be  substantially  correct. 

W.  A.  B.  MARTIN. 
Peking,  March  27, 1865. 

NOTE  FROM  WEUSIANG,  TUNOSIEN,  AND  HANGKEE. 

The  Chinese  government  would  not  presume  to  treat  anybody  with  disrespect,  and  their 
conduct  towards  the  ministers  from  foreign  countries  has  been  even  more  respectful,  and 
has  been  in  the  highest  degree  such  as  holds  between  equals.  If  we,  as  Chinese  officers,  - 
should  fail  to  treat  them  as  we  would  honored  guests,  our  minds  would  not  be  easy,  (i.  e. 
we  should  reproach  ourselves  for  want  of  courtesy. )  However,  seeing  that  the  customs  of 
various  nations  differ  more  or  less,  and  fearful  that  some  of  those  who  have  intercourse  with 
China  may  have  the  idea  that  she  has  not  fulfilled  all  that  courtesy  requires,  we  very  partio- 
nlarlv  request  your  excellency,  on  your  way  to  the  United  States,  to  speak  in  our  oehalf 
in  this  respect  to  those  various  nations,  and  clearly  explain  to  them  that  the  Chinese  gov- 
ernment has  not  the  least  intention  to  trespass  the  rules  of  courtesy  in  their  intercourse  with 
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Mr.  Williami  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  May  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  received  a  notice 
from  Mr.  Burlingame,  dated  May  6,  stating  that  he  placed  me  ''in  charge  of  the 
legation  of  the  United  States  in  China,  and  authorized  you  [me]  to  conduct  the 
same  during  my  [hisj  absence,  or  until  the  wishes  of  the  government  may 
be  further  known.'* 

I  have  accordingly  notified  the  Chinese  authorities  that  I  have  taken  charge 
of  the  legation.  It  is  the  fourth  time  I  have  held  the  position  since  my  appoint- 
ment in  1855. 

The  only  topic  of  interest  since  Mr.  Burlingame's  despatches  Nos.  107  and 
109,  to  which  1  beg  to  refer  in  this  connexion,  is  the  restoration  of  Prince  Kung 
to  a  seat  in  the  general  council,  (enclosure  A,)  by  an  imperial  edict,  which,  like 
the  previous  ones,  is  illustrative  of  Chinese  character  and  politics,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  interest  you.  Previous  to  it,  three  papers  connected  with  the  afl^  ap- 
peared in  the  Gazette,  consisting  of  the  reports  of  high  officers  designated  to 
examine  those  who  were  implicated  by  the  original  accusation.  All  were  ex- 
onerated from  blame  fi>r  lack  of  proof,  especially  Sieh  Hwan  and  Lin  Yung, 
who  retain  their  posts,  while  the  original  memorialist,  Tsai  Shaw-ki,  has  suf- 
fered degradation  and  obloquy. 

It  may  be  well  to  explain  that  the  general  council,  to  which  Prince  Kung  has 
been  restored,  is  the  chief  executive  body  in  the  empire,  and  consists  of  such 
officers  only  as  are  designated  by  his  Majesty  from  various  departments  to  at- 
tend to  it,  who,  ex  officio,  are  entitled  to  see  him.  The  number  of  members  is 
irregular,  seldom  exceeding  eight,  and  of  course  during  the  present  minority  its 
chairman,  as  Prince  Kung  might  have  been  called,  becomes  the  leading  man  in 
the  country. 

One  of  the  Chinese  generals,  Sankolin-sin,  who  was  in  command  at  Taku  in 
May,  1859,  and  also  opposed  the  march  of  the  allies  to  Peking  in  1860,  was 
killed  by  the  insurgents  in  the  south  of  this  province  a  week  ago.  He  was  a 
Mongolian  prince  of  distinction,  and  one  of  the  best  soldiers  the  Chinese  had. 
Although  Nanking  has  been  recaptured,  the  insurrection  ha^  not  been  yet  sup- 
pressed ;  large  bodies  of  insurgents  still  defy  the  government. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Translation.  ] 
An  imperial  edictf  published  May  9,  1865. 

We  have  been  honored  by  the  maternal  and  gracious  commands  of  their  Majesties  the 
Empress  Begents  Ngan  and  Hi,  as  follows : 

**At  the  audience  held  this  day  Prince  Knnff,  having  been  allowed  to  appear  tOTetom 
thanks  for  favors  granted  him  prostrated  himself  to  the  ground,  weepine  hitterly,  as  if  he 
had  no  way  to  conceal  his  mortification.  We  then  personally  admonished  and  warned  him, 
and  the  prince  expressed  himself  to  be  deeply  sensible  of  the  grievous  faults  into  which  he 
had  been  led,  and  sincerely  repentant  and  asnamed  of  his  past  conduct.  It  excited  the  ntmoot 
commiseration  in  our  hearts. 

"We  recalled  to  mind  that  since  we  had  assumed  direction  of  the  government,  Prince 
Kung  had  been  specially  selected  as  the  chief  adviser  of  the  throne  in  the  general  council  <rf 
^^^\  J  ^^^  ^^*^^  ^^^  many  years  the  recipient  of  unnumbeored  favors,  and  to  him  alone  waa 
confided  a  trust  that,  as  it  were,  identified  him  in  our  weal  and  wbe  in  all  that  pertained  to 
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gtate  affiurs,  pviDg  bim  a  status  whicli  no  other  officer  in  the  realm  conid  approach.  It  was 
owing  to  this  high  position  that  he  became  the  object  of  misrepresentation,  and  consequently 
he  himself  occasionally  failed  in  restraining  himself,  but  walked  in  the  paths  of  error  and 
vrong-doinfi". 

**  Since,  merefore,  onr  hopes  of  the  prince  were  of  the  very  highest  degree,  we  could  do  no 
otherwise  when  he  acted  wrong  than  reprimand  and  punish  him  severely.  He  has  now 
himself  cooae  to  a  sense  of  this  conduct  towards  him,  and  has  resolved  to  amend  his  errors 
and  reform.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  in  the  appointment  and  dismissal  of  officers,  their  pro- 
motion and  degradation,  at  court  and  in  the  provinces,  eveirthing  is  done  openly  and  fairly 
without  favoritism  or  dislike,  can  it  be  supposed  that  one  who  has  ,been  so  near  to  us  and  so 
trusted  as  Prince  Kung,  who  has  held  such  weighty  responsibilities,  and  whose  talents  are  so 
well  fitted  for  assisting  in  the  administration,  should  be  treated  in  any  other  than  according 
to  these  unwavering  principles,  and  be  compelled  to  pass  his  days  in  ignoble  retirement  and 
sloth  7 

"Let  Prince  Kung,  therefore,  again  take  his  place  in  the  general  council  to  assist  in  its 
proceedings,  though,  in  some  measure  to  mark  our  sense  of  his  demerit,  it  is  inexpedient  to 
give  him  the  title  of  I-ching,  (adviser  of  the  government.)  Oh,  prince!  forget  not  the 
sorrow  and  mortification  which  you  have  this  day  suffered.  Let  your  entire  efforts  be  exerted 
still  more  than  ever  to  manifest  your  devotion  to  the  public  welfare,  that  thereby  you  may 
requite  the  confidence  now  reposed  in  you,  as  has  been  your  wont.  Do  not  hesitate  to  speak 
openlv  and  fearlessly,  but  be  specially  careful  not  to  evade  the  duties  belonging  to  you  nor 
colluae  with  others.    In  this  way  alone  can  you  fully  satisfy  our  high  expectations." 

This  from  the  Emperor. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  138.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Tune  5,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  4th  of  March,  No.  99,  containing 
a  statement  of  your  proceedings  with  regard  to  Sefior  Sinibaldo  de  Mas,  the 
Spanish  minister,  who  visited  China  during  the  past  year  for  the  purpose  of 
concluding  a  treaty  with  that  government.  Your  action  in  the  premises  is  fully 
approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  ^c,  ifc.j  ifc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Burlingame. 

No.  139.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  5,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  11th  of  March, 
No.  103,  together  with  a  copy  of  an  imperial  decree  made  in  response  to  com- 
plaints by  the  British  representative,  Mr.  Wade,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
the  Chinese  local  authorities  to  fulfil  their  treaty  obligations,  which  resulted  in 
the  death  of  one  British  and  three  Prussian  subjects. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No,  141.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  6,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  No.  102,  of  the  11th  of  March  lajst,  and  its  accompani- 
ments, relative  to  the  prohibitions  that  exist  in  Ohina  against  entering  forbidden 
places,  have  been  received  and  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr*  Hunter  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  143.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  June  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  7th  of  March  last,  No.  100,  with  its  accompanjiD^ 

copies  of  a  correspondence  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Mills,  who  appears  to  have  rented 

a  house  in  Tangchau,  thereby  exceeding  the  privileges  accorded  to  foreigners 

by  the  treaty,  has  beeif  received,  and  your  proceedings  in  the  matter  are  approved* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq^  ^.,  8fc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  3.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  June  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  A  case  has  just  been  brought  before  this  legation  by  the  Chinese  gov- 
'  emment,  which  involves  so  many  questions  of  international  obligation  that  I 
have  deemed  it  to  be  due  alil^e  to  our  own  position  as  a  nation  and  to  the  safety  of 
this  people,  and  to  satisfy  its  officers  that  we  are  desirous  to  protect  and  aid  them 
as  far  as  possible  against  our  own  evil-minded  citizens,  to  refer  its  decision  to 
the  department. 

Referring  you  to  Mr.  Burlingame's  despatches.  No.  44,  of  June  23, 1863,  and 
No.  81,  of  June  4,  1864,  and  their  enclosures,  which  should  be  read  in  this 
connexion  to  obtain  the  previous  history  of  Burgevine,  I  now  add  such  particulars 
as  I  can  learn  of  his  proceedings  up  to  the  time  of  his  arrest. 

A  few  days  after  the  despatch  No.  81  had  been  sent  away  last  year,  it  was 
reported  that  Burgevine  had  stolen  back  into  the  country  at  Ningpo ;  but  the 
correspondence  which  took  place  thereupon  (enclosures  A  and  B)  gives  no  idea 
of  the  alarm  which  filled  the  minds  of  the  high  officers  here  at  this  news,  for 
they  were  convinced  that  no  sense  of  obligation  or  honor  had  power  any  longer 
to  restrain  him.  So  completely  did  he  elude  detection,  however,  that  it  was 
concluded  that  he  had  died  or  met  a  violent  end.  But  last  month  he  reappeared 
off  Formosa,  where  he  had  gone  from  the  main  land.  I  insert  an  extract  from 
a  despatch  of  R.  Swinhoe,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  Formosa,  dated  May 
15,  kindly  furnished  me  by  T.  F.  Wade,  C.  B.,  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  her 
Majesty  in  Peking,  stating  the  following  particulars : 

**  Troubles  still  continue  in  Chang-hwa,  and  rumors  of  mandarin  slaughter 
frequently  reach  us.  *  *  *  *  *  Another  cause  of  alarm  has  lately 
much  troubled  the  authorities.  An  American  schooner,  the  General  Sherman, 
arrived  at  Ta-kow,  in  Taiwan-fu,  with  Burgevine  and  some  others  on  board. 
They  had  been  trying  to  get  to  the  Changchau  rebels  via  Ting  San,  at  which 
port  the  vessel  was  seized  by  the  customs  schooner  Vindex  and  taken  to  Amoy. 
She  had  no  contraband  of  war  on  board,  and  was  released.  But  Burgevine 
was  on  board,  and  no  one  recognized  him.  After  dodging  about  the  channel 
for  some  twenty  days  she  put  across  here,  and  finally  entered  Takow,  inquiring 
for  a  cargo.  The  mandarins  were  informed  of  the  dangerous  arrival  by  Mr. 
Gommissioner  Maxwell,  and  ever  since  communications  nave  been  pouring  in 
asking  for  my  assistance.  I  was  at  Tai-wan-fu  when  this  vessel  arrived,  and 
she  had  departed  before  I  got  back.  I  am  told  that  the  magistrate  of  Fungshau 
made  his  appearance  herewith  two  hundred  braves,  and  was  for  going  on  board 
to  seize;  but  this,  of  course,  Mr.  Maxwell  prevented,  the  only  precaution  being 
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taken  that  none  of  the  snBpicious  characters  were  allowed  to  land.    The  schooner 
was  refased  a  cargo,  and  she  returned  to  Am  07. 

The  despatch  of  Prince  Rung  (enclosure  0)  gave  me  the  first  authentic  in- 
formation of  Burgevine's  arrest.  I  have  not  received  Mr.  Irwin's  report,  and 
I  learned  the  same  day  that  the  British  legation  had  received  full  particulars  of 
the  arrest  of  Gulling,  an  Englishman,  taken  at  the  same  time,  and  soon  af^er 
given  up  to  the  British  consul  for  trial.  It  is  apparent,  ^om  this  despatch,  that 
the  imperial  government  is  determined  to  do  whatever  it*can  to  stop  this  man's 
further  schemes  to  injure  it,  and  it  must  be  granted  that  the  provocation  has 
been  very  great. 

Before  answering  the  communication  I  deemed  it  best  to  confer  with  the 
members  of  the  Foreign  Office,  to  learn  their  views,  and  found  that  they  regarded 
Burgevine  as  entirely  their  prisoner,  alleging  that  Mr.  Burlingame  had  yielded 
all  claim  over  him  if  he  should  again  be  taken  in  the  Emperor's  dominions. 
They  were  inclined  to  show  him  the  leas  mercy  because  he  had  confessed  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  when  brought  before  him,  that  he  intended  to  enter  that 
city,  if  possible,  to  help  the  insurgents.  I  replied  that  none  of  Mr.  Burlingarae's 
despatches  at  all  supported  their  inference  that  he  had  yielded  his  authority  in 
this  cajBe,  though  the  expression  *'  severely  dealt  with"  might  involve  the  ex- 
treme penalty  of  the  law  to  be  inflicted,  but  not  by  the  Chinese  authorities. 
.  The  case  presented  peculiar  difficulties.  On  the  one  hand,  while  section 
fifteen  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  22,  1860,  makes  rebellion  against  the 
Chinese  government,  with  intent  to  subvert  the  same,  a  capital  offence,  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  convict  this  man.  If  he  was  tried  for  his  previous  acts 
in  joining  the  rebels  at  Suchau,  and  his  subsequent  connexion  with  them  near 
Shanghai,  the  absence  or  death  of  important  witnesses  would  render  conviction, 
according  to  our  laws,  very  difficult.  On  the  present  occasion  he  was  taken 
when  in  company  with  a  British  subject,  before  they  had  actually  joined  the  reb- 
els, though  I  suppose  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  was  their  intention. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  very  desirable  to  give  every  assurance  to  this  gov- 
ernment that  no  effort  shall  be  spared  on  our  part  to  aid  it  in  preventing  our  cit- 
izens joining  the  rebels,  or  furnishing  them  with  arms  or  ammunition;  and  also 
no  trifling  with  justice,  in  punishing  those  who  have  given  them  aid  and  com- 
fort. It  justly  demands  it ;  and  while  we  promise  to  do  what  is  right,  we  often 
find  our  actusd  means  inadequate  to  carry  our  purpose  into  effect  along  such  an 
extended  coast  as  this.  Burgevine  had  shown  a  settled  determination  to  do  the 
Chinese  authorities  all  the  harm  he  can,  and  they  have  now  stopped  his  career, 
as  he  was  on  the  point  of  accomplishing  his  purpose.  They  expressed  them- 
selves willing  to  surrender  him  to  the  consul  for  trial,  if  I  would  assure  them 
beforehand  that  he  should  be  executed  for  the  crime  of  rebellion  ;  but  as  I  could 
not  do  this,  I  endeavored  to  explain  to  them  some  of  our  modes  of  procedure  on 
trials,  in  order  to  show  that  it  was  not  from  a  desire  to  let  him  escape. 

In  order  to  show  that  I  wished  to  do  what  would  secure  the  ends  of  justice, 
I  then  proposed  to  the  officials  to  leave  Burgevine 'in  their  hands  as  a  prisoner, 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  formerly  held  office  under  them,  while  I  referred  the 
case  to  Washington.  They  consented,  after  some  discussion,  and  I  accordingly 
replied  the  next  day  to  the  Prince's  despatch,  (enclosure  D,)  recapitulating  some 
of  the  leading  points  of  the  discussion,  and  maintaining  that  riglits  guaranteed 
by  the  treaty  were  not  yielded.  I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply  to  this  com- 
munication, nor  have  I  any  authentic  information  regarding  the  disposal  of  their 
prisoner  by  the  provincial  authorities  after  they  had  taken  him  to  Euhchan. 

I  beg  most  respectfully  to  lay  this  appeal  before  you  for  advice  or  decision, 
and' I  tnink  you  will  not  deem  it  strange  that  cases  may  arise,  under  the  regime 
of  ex-territoriality,  presenting  peculiar  features  to  be  considered  and  decided  by 
the  highest  authority.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chinese,  Burgevine*s  criminality 
is  aggravated  by  his  having  voluntarily  offered  to  drill  their  troops  under 
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General  Ward,  and  received  honor  and  commendation  for  his  brayerj  and  skill 
on  many  occasions.  They  entered  into  no  stipulations  with  the  United  States 
authorities  respecting  his  rights  or  position  ;  and  while  they  conveniently  sup- 
press all  reference  to  the  provocation  he  received,  they  see  in  it  no  justification 
for  his  turning  traitor  to  the  flag  he  served  under,  and  joining  their  rebellious 
subjects.  This  offence  was  twice  passed  by,  and  he  gave  the  consul  general  a 
solemn  assurance  that  he  would  finally  leave  the  country ;  otherwise  he  would 
have  been  tried  for  his  life. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  fact  of  receiving  official  trusts  and  rewards  firom 
the  Emperor  does  aggravate  the  offences  of  him  who,  to  gratify  a  private  piQ^e, 
collects  a  band  of  foreigners  and  leads  them  off  to  fight  his  former  masters.  The 
report  that  the  rebels  at  Suchau  in  1864  suspected  his.  fidelity  to  them  is  not 
improbable ;  but  he  seems  to  have  thought  it  indifferent  which  side  he  took. 

By  leaving  him  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  his  detention  devolves  on  them 
until  your  reply  is  received,  whether  or  not  he  has  forfeited  his  claim  for  pro- 
tection. I  do  not  apprehend  that  he  will  be  injured  while  in  their  hands,  and 
when  I  proposed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  imprisonment  they  declined  to  dis- 
cuss the  point.  I  insisted  at  first  that  the  United  States  consul  should  see  after 
his  condition,  but  as  they  wished  to  remove  him  from  the  sea-coast,  and  had 
fears  that  such  communications  might  afford  an  opportunity  for  escape  or  col- 
lusion, I  agreed  to  their  assurance  of  his  safe-keeping. 

I  am  under  the  strong  impression  that  this  man's  conduct  has  been  a  reproach  to 
the  fair  name  of  all  western  nations ;  for  all  other  foreigners,  so  far  as  I  know,  who 
commanded  the  imperialists,  have  acted  honorably  in  this  particular,  leaving  the 
service  if  they  were  dissatisfied,  and  not  turning  against  it.  I  am  mortified  that 
an  American  should  have  held  this  bad  position ;  and  Burgevine  thought  that 
his  own  country  would  protect  him,  perhaps,  and  that  his  life  was  safe  from 
judicial  condemnation.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  he  once  aided  Walker  in 
Central  America,  and  was  included  in  the  sentence  of  outlawry. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  Chinese  government  will  quote  this  case  as  a  prece- 
dent to  refuse  the  surrender  of  other  prisoners  who  may  be  captured  when  aiding 
the  rebels;  for  you  will  see  from  enclosures  E,  F  and  G,  that  three  or  four  other 
Americans  taken  about  the  same  time  near  Amoy  have  been  given  up  to  the 
consul,  and  the  officials  here  have  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  deporta- 
tion. But  how  can  we  secure  that  these  men  will  not  return  to  try  again  to 
join  the  rebels?  The  Chinese  usually  destroy  their  own  subjects  taken  in  arms, 
whose  rebellion  is  often  prolonged  and  energized  by  the  aid  and  skill  of 
foreigners.  By  yielding  this  prisoner  to  them,  the  example  will  deter  others 
from  trespassing  so  far  on  the  rights  of  Americans  as  to  stir  up  sedition, 
trusting  to  the  want  of  witnesses  and  other  legal  proof  to  escape  condemnation. 

Cases  have  already  occurred  in  China  of  aggravated  manslaughter,  and  even 
of  deliberate  killing  of  the  natives  by  foreigners,  whose  crimes  have  been  punished 
by  simple  fines  or  mere  deportation  or  short  imprisonment;  while  foreigners 
strenuously  insist  on  full  justice  when  life  is  taken  by  the  natives,  or  maiming 
with  intent  to  kill.  Such  deeds  are  happily  diminishing,  as  foreimers  are 
learning  that  they  cannot  so  easily  escape  justice,  and  the  native  officials  are 
becoming  more  willing  to  co-operate  in  maintaining  peace.  The  difficulties  of 
independent  nationalities  exercising  collateral  jurisdiction  in  the  same  region  are 
likely  to  increase  almost  to  a  state  of  hostility,  if  the  original  native  power  feels 
that  its  rights  and  safety  are  continually  jeopardized  by  the  insufficient  restraint 
of  the  foreign  powers  over  their  own  subjects,  who  constantly  plead  their  own 
laws  and  escape  the  consequences  that  overtake  the  natives  for  tne  same  offence. 

As  this  case  involved  some  questions  of  general  interest,  I  earlv  consulted 
with  Mr.  Wade  upon  the  propriety  of  this  disposal  of  Burgevine,  and  found  that 
his  views  coincided  with  my  own  as  to  the  importance  of  assuring  this  govern- 
ment that  in  some  way  it  should  be  secured  against  his  further  machinationB* 
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and  that  a  reference  of  the  case  to  Washington  was,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  preferable  course  to  take. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washifigtont  D.  C, 


[Enclosure  A.] 

Mr.  Burlingame  to  Prinu  Kung, 

Legation  of  the  Untted  States  of  America, 

Peking,  June  23,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  3d  of  May  last  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  consul 
general  at  Shanghai  had  reported  his  action  in  ordering  General  Bargevine  to  leave  the 
country,  and  that  he  had  already  sailed,  but,  greatly  to  my  surprise,  I  received  a  letter  two 
days  aj^o  from  the  same  ofiBcer,  dated  the  13th  instant,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  had 
heard  it  reported  that  General  Burffeyine,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  had  stealthily 
returned  to  China,  acting  most  audaciously  in  so  doing,  but  that  he  (the  consul  general)  was 
using  every  effort  to  apprehend  him  and  deal  with  him  severely. 

It  certainly  shows  a  reckless  disregard  of  all  honor  and  propriety  for  this  man  thus  to  steal 
back  into  the  country  after  having  left  it  as  he  did,  and  I  nave  this  day  written  to  the  consul 
general  at  Shanghai,  urging  him  to  adopt  every  possible  means  to  have  General  Burgevine 
arrested  and  dealt  with  severely.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  I  have  made  this  communication ; 
and  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kuno,  8fe,,  8fe, 


Prine4  Kung  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

[Translation.] 
June  27,  1865.     {Tungchi,  3d  year,  Bth  moon,  2Ath  day.) 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  communication  in  reply. 

I  have  received  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  23d  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that 
G^eral  Burgevine,  though  he  had  been  ordered  to  leave  the  country,  had  returned  here  in  a 
BtealtJiy  manner,  audaciously  settin^^  the  laws  of  his  country  at  defiance  by  so  doing,  but 
that  you  had  at  that  moment  sent  instructions  to  the  consul  at  Shanghai  to  take  qyqtj 
measure  to  seize  and  punish  him  severely. 

This  man  deserves  the  severest  punishment  by  the  laws  of  China  for  the  injury  he  has 
done  to  her;  and  both  your  excellency  and  myself  have  repeatedly  treated  him  with  leniencjr, 
even  beyond  the  limits  of  law,  by  ordering  him  to  depart  the  country  and  never  return  to  stir 
up  conmsion.  Our  eonsideratlon  towards  him  has  been  great,  but  he  has  no  sentiment  of 
regret  for  his  misdeeds,  and  this  contemptuous  disregard  for  the  laws  of  his  own  country,  in 
stealine  back  to  China,  shows  how  unmindfal  he  is  of  the  singular  kindness  we  have  both 
shown  nim.  His  offences  are  such  that  it  will  be  nearly  impossible  for  him  again  to  escape 
a  merited  end. 

As  your  excellency  has  already  sent  orders  to  the  consul  general  at  Shanghid  to  exert  him- 
self to  seize  and  punish  General  Burgevine,  so  have  I  also  issued  injunctions  to  the  local 
authorities  at  every  port  to  immediately  co-operate  and  do  what  they  can  speedily  to  seize 
him,  which  is  the  purpose  of  this  communication  in  reply. 
^   His  Excellency  Akson  Burlingame,  United  States  Minister, 


C. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  WUHams. 
[Translation.] 
June  16,  1865.    (  Tungcki,  4th  year',  Uk  moon,  23/i  day. ) 
Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  communication : 

On  the  13th  instant  a  despatch  was  received  from  Li,  the  superintendent  of  commerce  at 
Shanghai,  enclosing  the  following  report  from  Ewoh,  acting  commander-in-chief  in  Fuhkien : 

**  Mr.  Stanley,  a  foreigner  who  is  engaged  in  drilling  the  troops,  while  off  the  port  of  Amoy, 
on  the  13th  ultimo,  happened  to  observe  Burgevine  and  an  Englishman  named  Kihling 
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(Grilling)  on  board  of  a  schooner,  and  learned  that  they  intended  to  go  to  Chanff-dian-fii  to 
join  the  rebels.  He  also  ascertained  afterwards  that  they  had  embarked  for  ue  city  in  a 
^mall  boat,  and  stopped  at  a  place  called  Cbin-mnn,  about  a  league  distant.  Stanley  there- 
upon sent  a  letter  to  the  commissioner  of  customs  at  Amoj,  who  had  himself  just  received  a 
communication  from  the  customs  office  in  Formosa,  stating  that  Burgeyine  had  gone  over  to 
Amoj  to  join  the  rebels  at  Chang-chan,  and  he  immediatelj  despatched  some  of  the  foieig^n 
tide-waiters  to  go  out  in  search  of  the  two  men.  Tbej  were  taken  and  carried  prisoners  to 
the  camp  of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  on  being  questioned  by  officers  there*  confessed 
that  they  intended  to  ioin  the  rebels,  and  so  were  sent  on  directly  to  his  excellency  Tso,  the 
^vemor  general  of  Biihkien  and  Chehkiang,  with  the  request  that  we  would  take  the  case 
in  hand,  execute  Burgevine  as  a  felon,  justly  obnoxious  to  the  laws,  and  hand  over  the  other 
man  to  his  own  consul  for  punishment.*' 

The  above,  and  another  report  which  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Hart,  the  Inspector 
eeneral,  having  reached  me,  (Prince  Kung,)  I  find  that  this  man  Burgevine  has  broken  the 
laws  a  great  many  times  and  ways.  He  has  struck  our  officers  and  robbed  our  money.  In 
1864  he  skulked  off  to  Su-chan  to  join  the  Taiping  insurgents,  and  help  them  with  arms  and 
supplies,  Slc,  He  committed  piracy  by  seizing  a  steamer  with  which  to  resist  lus  Mi^esty's 
forces.  Now,  for  one  who,  like  him,  had  taken  an  official  salary  from  China,  to  voluntarily 
join  the  rebels  was  an  act  in  violation  of  our  laws,  and  it  was  a  great  disgrace  to  the  fair 
fame  of  the  United  States  also,  and  he  well  deserved  to  have  been  executeid  when  he  was 
arrested,  or  if  he  had  been  shot  down  by  our  troops  it  would  have  been  no  more  than  his 
crimes  deserved.  This  was  stated  formerly  in  one  of  our  despatehes  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 
But  seeing  that  Colonel  Gordon  interceded  for  him  at  the  time,  and  he  himself  expressed 
regret  for  his  misdeeds  and  intended  to  reform,  they  were  mildly  inquired  into,  and  I  agreed 
with  Mr.  Burlingame  to  let  him  off  from  further  inquiry,  if  he  would  leave  China,  never  more  to 
return.  But  in  May,  last  year,  it  having  been  reported  that  Burgevine,  utterly  despising 
the  laws  of  his  own  country,  had  stealthily  retumea  to  China,  and  proved  in  doing  so  that 
he  had  no  regard  for  anything,  Mr.  Burlingame  informed  me  that  he  had  ordered  the  consul 
to  seize  and  punish,  him,  and  I  also  enjoined  our  officers  to  take  him  wherever  he  could  be 
found.  He  being  set  in  his  evil  courses,  has  now  tried  to  get  into  Amoy,  and  secretly  join  the 
insurgents  in  that  region.  His  object  from  first  to  last  is  to  injure  China  as  much  as  he 
possibly  can.  He  has  neither  respect  nor  dread  of  the  laws  and  penalties  of  either  his  own 
country  or  of  this,  and  is,  as  your  excellency  has  truly  observed,  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as 
an  American  who  deserves  to  be  protected. 

While,  therefore,  the  three  criminals.  Ward,  Butler,  and  Carter,  who  were  arrested  at 
Chang-chan  for  aiding  the  rebels,  shall  be  handed  over  to  their  consul,  and  the  Englishman 
Culliug  will  be  delivered  to  the  British  consul,  for  the  purpose  of  each  of  them  being  ex- 
amined ^nd  punished  as  their  cases  deserve,  Burgevine,  who  has  been  arrested  as  he  was  on 
his  way  to  join  the  rebels,  should  be  treated  as  before  decided,  and  be  now  executed  Such 
a  course  would  please  the  minds  of  all,  and  deter  other  wicked  men  from  similar  conduct. 

If  hereafter  other  Americans  should  follow  the  same  lawless  course,  and  join  the  insurgents, 
I  confidently  trust  that  your  excellency  will  give  such  ordera  to  the  United  States  consuls  on 
the  coast  to  exert  themselves  in  assisting  to  arrest  them  as  will  strengthen  the  amicable 
relations  now  existing  between  our  countries. 

I  shall  expect  a  reply  to  this  despatch. 

His  Excellency  S.  Wells  Williams,  United  States  Chargi  tf  Affaires. 


[Enclosure  D.] 

Mr.  Williams  to  Prince  Kung. 

Peking,  June  21,  1865.     ' 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Highnesses  despateh  of  the  16th 
instimt,  informing  me  that  Burgevine,  while  on  his  way  to  join  the  insurgents  at  Changchan, 
had  been  seen  by  Stanley,  and  reported  to  the  commissioner  of  customs  at  Amoy,  who  had 
immediately  sent  tide-waiters  to  search  for  him ;  and  that  they  had  arrested  him  and  another 
foreigner,  who  had  been  given  over  to  the  charge  of  Kwoh,  the  commander-in-chief,  and  by 
him  sent  from  the  camp  to  the  office  of  his  excellency  Tso,  the  governor  general  of  Fuhkien 
and  Chehkiang,  to  be  immediately  examined,  requesting,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would 
carry  out  the  law  upon  Burgevine  in  conformity  to  previous  agreement,  &c 

Since  the  receipt  of  ^our  Highness's  despatch  of  June  27,  1864,  in  which  you  stated  that 
you  had  also  issued  injunctions  to  the  local  authorities  in  every  port  to  co-operate  in  trying 
to  seize  him,  that  he  might  be  severely  punished,  I  have  heard  no  tidings  of  Burgevine  mitu 
this  time,  when  his  arrest  is  reported  m  the  present  despateh. 

He  having  now  been  anested  as  a  criminal,  it  is  required  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  that  he  should  be  given  up  to  the  American  consul,  to  be  tried  and  punished ;  but 
when  his  repeated  offences,  and  contemptuous  disregard  of  the  laws,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  China,  are  considered,  all  proving  that  he  is  reprobate  to  all  good  things,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  extenuate  them. 
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I  therefore  reqnest  jova  Blgbnem  to  detain  this  man  in  confinement  in  the  conntry  a  few 
months,  while  I  refer  his  case  to  my  own  government  for  instractionsi  stipulating  in  the  dis- 
tinctest  manner  that  the  officers  in  whose  hands  he  is  placed  shall  not  injare  or  insult  him  in 
any  way.  In  so  doing,  I  will  inform  them  of  his  whole  conduct,  especially  that  he  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  imperial  government,  but,  by  deserting  and  joining  rebels  in  arms 
agunst  it,  he  has  lost  his  position,  and  forfeited  all  respect ;  and  still  more,  by  stealthily  re- 
turning' to  China,  the  ouestion  arises  whether  his  own  authorities  are  bqund  any  longer 
to  protect  him,  and  whether  he  should  not  be  given  up  to  be  tried  by  Chinese^laws. 

As  soon  as  I  receive  instructions  how  to  dispose  of  this  unusual  case  I  will  inform  you ; 
but  this  arrangement  appears  likely  to  uphold  treaty  stipulations,  and,  at  the  same  time,  af- 
ford security  that  the  guiltv  shall  not  escape. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  Highness's  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

Hi«  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kuno,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c. 


[Enclosure  £.— Translation.] 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  Buriingame. 

JIfAT  4,  1865.    (  Tangchi,  ith  year,  4th  moon,  4th  day,) 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  communication : 

I  yesterday  received  a  despatch  from  Li,  the  imperial  commissioner  and  governor  of  Eli- 
ang-su,  at  Shanghai,  which  contained  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Tsang,  the  in- 
tendant  of  the  lunghwa  and  Tsiuenchau  circuit,  then  in  charge  of  the  military  operations  at 
Amoy: 

"I  have  lately  captured  an  insurgent,  named  Sie  Ting-lung,  and  three  foreigners,  whom 
I  have  fully  examined,  and  now  forward  their  depositions,  requesting  you  to  look  at  them  and 
furnish  me  with  instructions  how  to  act." 

The  governor  then  says :  **  I  learn  from  the  papers  that  one  of  these  men  named  Hwarh 
(Ward)  produced  a  passport  which  the  American  consul  had  furnished  him,  to  go  to  Suchan, 
in  Kiangsu.  They  further  state  that  this  man  is  an  American,' and  in  company  with  others 
named  Puh-ti-lib,  (Butler,)  and  Koh-teh-lih,  (Carter,)  had  gone  to  Changcnan,  (a  city  near 
Amoy,)  for  the  purpose  of  selling  foreign  arms  [to  the  insurgents.]  It  was  affirmed  that  the 
last  two  were  also  Americans,  and  they  all  confessed  that  they  had  gone  to  Changchan  to 
sell  foreign  arms.    I  therefore  forward  the  whole  case  to  you." 

I  cannot  but  recall  to  mind  the  severe  prohibitions  existing  against  foreigners  supplying 
rebels  with  arms,  or  assisting  them  at  all,  and  that  the  same  rule  nas  long  been  embodied  in  the 
regulations  for  trade  on  the  i  angtsz ;  and,  ftirthermore,  that  in  consequence  of  my  reporting 
to  your  excellency  that  an  American  steamer  had  gone  up  to  Nanking,  in  the  winter  of  1862, 
you  replied,  **  The  violation  of  treaty  stipulations  by  this  steamer  is  to  be  much  regretted,  and 
I  shall  carefully  ascertain  the  facts,  and  punish  her  according  to  law.  If  others  of  my  coun- 
trymen violate  the  rules  and  break  the  laws  in  this  respect,  I  wish  you  to  inform  me  at  the 
time,  and  I  will  take  due  measures  for  their  punishment." 

In  a  case  like  this,  where  traders  violate  the  rules,  there  is  no  need  of  you  and  I  issuing  one 
order  after  another  about  it ;  so  if  Hwarh  (Ward)  and  the  others  have  had  the  audacity  to 
avail  themselves  of  a  passport  for  Eiangsee  to  slyly  go  on  to  Fuhkien  and  sell  their  arms  to 
rebels  in  actual  insurrection,  it  is  plain  that  they  intended  to  break  the  treaty  and  all  the 
prohibitions  which  you  have  issued. 

The  intendant  of  circuit  Tsang  examined  them  all  in  company  with  the  two  commissioners, 
Messrs.  Meritens  and  Hughes,  and  there  is  no  kind  of  doubt  of  the  fact  that  these  men  did 
sell  foreign  arms  to  the  rebels  and  assist  them  by  so  doing,  and  should,  therefore,  be  pun- 
ished as  the  treaty  requires,  in  order  to  deter  others  in  future. 

I  have  given  directions  to  the  local  authorities  to  deal  with  the  rebel  Sie  Ting-lung  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  now  also  inform  your  excellency  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
charges  against  these  three  Americans  of  aiding  rebels  by  selling  them  arms,  to  the  end  that 
you  may  send  such  instructions  to  the  IMited  States  Consul  Seward,  to  judge  and  punish 
them  by  American  law,  as  are  necessary.  When  the  case  is  finished  I  wish  you  would  in- 
form me  of  the  results. 

His  Excellency  Anson  Burlingame, 

United  States  Minister  to  China, 


[Enciosure  F.] 

JIfr.  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  May  5,  1865. 
Sat:  Last  month  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Seward,  United  States  consul  general,  that  the 
Chinese  officers  had  seized  some  native  rebels  and  foreigners  who  had  been  found  illegally 
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selling  forel^  anns  to  the  people,  and  that  the  American  oonsnl  at  Amoj  was  aboat  sending 
the  forei^en  to  him  to  be  tried  before  he  had  himselt  examined  them. 

I  haye  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  yesterday,  informing 
me  of  the  arrest  of  the  three  Americans  who  were  fonna  selling  arms  to  tne  rebels,  and  I  shaU 
direct  the  consul  general  to  deal  with  them  as  the  trea^  requires,  and  punish  them.    As  soon 
as  I  learn  his  action  in  the  case,  I  shall  inform  your  Highness  of  the  same. 
I  haye  th^  honor  to  be,  sir,  jour  Highness's  obedient  servant. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kuno,  ifc,  $ce.,  tf€. 


ANSON  BUBUNGAME. 


[EndosnieG.] 

Mr,  fFUliams  to  Prince  Kmmg, 

[Extracts.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  June  21,  1865. 

Sm :  Referring  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Burlingame*s  despatch  of  the  5th  ultimo,  informinff 
you  that  he  would  take  the  earliest  day  after  learning  the  particulars  of  the  case  of  Ward  and 
others,  who  had  been  charged  with  selling  arms  to  the  rebels,  to  acquaint  you  with  what  had 
been  done,  I  now  haye  the  honor  to  inform  your  Imperial  Highness  that  Mr.  Seward,  United 
States  consul  general  at  Shanghai,  has  sent  me  the  tbllowing  report : 

**  In  March  last  three  Amencans  were  arrested  near  Amoy,  wnose  names  were  Edward  £. 
Ward,  John  W.  Butler  and  John  Carter,  and  on  April  1st  a  fourth,  named  Hillman,  all  of 
whom  were  forwarded  to  me  by  Mr.  Irwin,  United  States  consul  at  Amoy,  for  trial.  On  the 
passa^  up  from  Amoy,  Butler  was  wounded  on  board  ship  and  died  from  the  effects  of  the 
wound  at  r^ingpo.  The  other  three  on  examination  confessed  that  they  had  gone  to  Chang- 
chan,  not  to  join  the  rebels,  but  only  to  help  them  as  agents  to  purchase  arms.  They  haye 
all  been  straitly  warned,  and  required  to  giye  bonds  wi9i  sureties  that  they  would  leaye  the 
country,  not  again  to  come  back,  which  they  haye  done." 

In  communicating  this  information  of  the  proceedings  taken  respecting  these  three  men,  it 
is  proper  to  obserye,  that  from  it  your  Highness  will  see  that  the  United  States  consuls  at  the 
ports  are  exerting  themselyes  as  far  as  possible  to  fud  in  arresting  and  punishing  criminals, 
and  thereby  preserye  the  peace. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be  your  Imperial  Highness's  obedient  seryant, 

a  WELLS  WILLIAMS, 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kuno,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c. 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  4.]  Lbgatioii  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Peking,  Jtdy  11,  1865, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  several  despatches 
addressed  to  Mr.  Barlingame,  among  them  Nos.  123,  126,  and  128,  enclosing 
military  circulars  to  the  United  States  ministers  in  London  and  Paris ;  of  No. 
121,  acknowledging  receipt  of  rules  for  consular  courts  in  China;  of  No.  125, 
referring  to  Mr.  Walsh's  notes  upon  steam  communication  between  China  and 
California;  and  of  No.  127,  being  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward's  cu*cular  of  April  10 
respecting  the  sad  accident  which  happened  to  jou  a  few  days  previous,  and 
from  which  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  you  are  likely  to  recover.      •      •       • 

Since  my  last  the  mail  has  brought  full  accounts  of  the  lamentable  assassina- 
tion of  our  beloved  President,  and  I  have  taken  the  telegraphic  despatch  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  April  16,  to  Mr.  C.  F.  Adams,  at  London,  which  appeared 
in  the  English  papers,  as  containing  the  principal  facts,  and  have  notified  the 
Chinese  government  of  this  sad  event  Prince  Kung  responded  in  a  friendly 
spirit,  ^enclosures  A  and  B.)  Previous  to  this  I  had  informed  the  Chinese  officials 
of  all  the  details  then  known  respecting  the  occurrence. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


DIPLOMATIC  COBBESPOKDENCE.  459 

The  telegraph  brought  the  first  notice  to  Peking  via  Kuasia  in  forty  days, 
but  nearly  a  fortnight  elapsed  before  farther  news  arrived  to  induce  as  to  believe 
that  sach  a  horrid  deed  coald  have  been  committed  in  the  United  States. 

The  contentment  and  joy  caused  by  the  previous  news  of  the  fall  of  Bich- 
mond  and  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army,  foretokening  the  cessation  of  arms  and 
final  suppression  of  the  rebellion  and  restoration  of  the  Union,  were  turned  into 
grief  and  indignation  at  learning  that  the  President  had  been  thus  removed.  All 
the  Americans  in  Peking  alike  mourned  his  death,  and  all  we  could  do  was  to 
pray  that  God,  who  had  brought  the  nation  to  see  the  triumph  of  its  arms 
against  treason,  would  strengthen  the  national  cause  by  leading  to  the  adoption 
of  those  plans  which  would  best  uphold  justice  and  best  promote  union. 

The  limits  of  a  despatch  will  hardly  allow  me  more  tnan  to  add  my  tribute 
of  admiration  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  His  firm  and  consistent  main- 
tenance of  the  national  cause,  his  clear  understanding  of  the  great  questions  at 
issue,  and  his  unwearied  efforts  while  enforcing  the  laws  to  deprive  the  conflict 
of  all  bitterness,  were  all  so  happily  blended  with  a  reliance  on  Divine  guidance 
as  to  elevate  him  to  a  high  rank  among  successful  statesmen.  His  name  is 
hereafter  identified  with  the  cause  of  emancipation,  while  his  patriotism,  integrity, 
and  other  virtues,  and  his  untimely  death,  render  him  not  unworthy  of  mention 
with  William  of  Orange  and  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  su:,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Bbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr,  WUliams  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  of  the  Ukfted  States, 

Peking,  July  7,  1865. 

Daring  the  present  month  I  have  received  despatches  from  the  goyemment  of  the  United 
States  infonniiig  me  that,  **on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  April,  a  man  approached  one  of 
the  attendants  upon  the  President,  pretending  that  he  had  important  despatches  to  deliver 
from  the  army,  which  he  wished  to  do  personaUj.  He  was  accordinfj^l j  admitted,  and  going 
directly  up  to  the  President,  fired  a  pistol  at  him,  whose  shot  struck  him  in  the  brain  ;  he  never 
spoke  after,  and  died  early  the  next  morning.  On  that  day  the  Vice-President  quietly  suc; 
ceeded  to  the  vacant  office.     The  assassin  was  arrested  a  few  days  after.** 

This  startling  intelligence  has  filled  me  with  amazement  and  profound  grief,  and  the 
sorrow  it  causes  is  the  greater  from  the  contrast  with  the  gratifying  tidings  received  only  a 
few  days  hefore  of  the  capitulation  of  the  so-called  capital  of  the  southern  confederacy,  and 
the  surrender  of  its  principal  general  with  over  twenty  thousand  men  to  the  victorious  arms 
of  the  government. 

Mindful  of  the  amicable  relations  subsisting  between  the  governments  of  the  United  States 
and  China,  which  cause  all  events,  whether  they  be  sad  or  joyful,  to  possess  a  common  in- 
terest, I  have  the  melancholy  duty  to  state  these  circumstances  of  the  death  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  your  Imperial  Highness  for  the  information  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  in  such  a 
manner  as  may  be  si^itable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  Highness's  obedient  servant, 

a  WELLS  WILLIAMS. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Euno,  ^c,  ^c,  ifc. 


B. 

LTranslation.] 

July  8,  1865,  (  Tungchi,  Ath  year  intercalaryi  bth  moon,  nth  day. 
Prince  Eung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  sends,  in  reply : 
I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  receive  your  excellency's  communication  informing  me  that 
the  President  of  the  Unitea  States  had  been  removed  by  death,  an  aunouncement  Uiat  inex- 
pressibly shocked  and  startled  me.    But,  as  you  add  that  on  the  Bi^f^,^|^^]^Yig^;i^esi- 
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dent  sncceeded  to  the  position  without  any  distorbance,  and  the  assassin  had  been  arrested, 
so  that  the  affairs  of  goTemment  were  going  on  qnietljr  as  usual,  I  hope  that  these  consid- 
erations will  alleviate  your  grief  at  the  event,  and  70U  will  be  able  to  attend  to  public  busi- 
ness. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to.  embody  the  particulars  connected  with  this  event  in  a  memorial  to 
his  Ma^'estj,  and  thereby  evince  the  cordial  relations  which  now  exist  between  our  countries, 
which  IS  the  purpose  of  sending  the  present  reply. 

His  Excellency  S.  W.  Williams, 

Charge  d' Affairs  of  United  StaUs,  in  China, 


Mr.  Williams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  5.]  Legation  of  thb  TTnitbd  Statbs, 

Peking,  July  31,  1865» 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  despatcH  I  have  received  from  the  department  despatches 
Nos.  129  to  134,  inclusive,  addressed  to  Mr.  Barlingame.  The  first  containing 
the  President's  proclamation  of  April  11,  relating  to  the  privileges  of  United 
States  national  vessels  in  foreign  ports,  requires  no  action  in  China,  where  the 
courtesies  due  to  our  flag  have  not  been  withheld.  The  notification  in  No.  130, 
relating  to  the  death  of  the  President,  had  heen  anticipated,  as  you  will  have 
already  learned  from  my  last  despatch  of  the  11th  instant. 

The  directions  in  your  circular  of  April  17  about  wearing  mourning  have 
already  been  complied  with.  •  •  •  •  •  • . 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  disturbances  in  the  south  of  this 

?rovince  of  Ghihli,  and  the  adjacent  provinces  of  Shantung  and  Honan,  to  which 
referred  in  my  despatch  of  May  24,  No.  1,  have  been  repressed,  and  the 
bands  of  insurgents  dispersed  or  forced  to  retire  to  the  hills,  which  have 
sheltered  them  many  years  past  The  government  brought  up  a  force  of  5,000 
or  6,000  men  from  Shanghai  in  steamers  to  Tientsin,  which  had  the  effect  of 
showing  the  people,  as  well  as  insurgents  in  that  region,  the  facilities  it  now 
possessed  for  concentrating  troops. 

The  death  of  Saukolinsin  had  weakened  the  army  under  his  command  and 
terrified  the  inhabitants,  while  it  emboldened  the  insurgents ;  these  movements 
had  the  effect  of  reversing  this  state  of  things.  If  the  latter  had  felt  strong 
enough  to  march  on  the  capital,  there  was  then  no  adequate  force  to  resist  theia. 
One  ^und  of  safety  on  the  part  of  government  was  the  difficulty  its  enemies 
had  of  getting  arms  of  any  kind  in  fheir  remote  condition  in  the  interior,  and 
that  no  foreigners  could  reach  them. 

The  funeral  of  Saukolinsin,  on  the  13th  instant,  was  one  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent parades  that  has  been  seen  in  Peking  for  a  long  time ;  and  the  death  of 
this  loyal  soldier  is  regarded  as  a  great  loss  by  the  court,  which  is  now  without 
an  influential  leader  to  set  over  against  Tsang-Kwoh-fan. 

The  evacuation  of  Changchan,  near  Amoy,  and  the  retirement  of  the  insur- 
gents from  that  neighborhood,  is  regarded  here  as  the  virtual  dispersion  of  the 
.  last  force  which  the  Nanking  rebds  can  bring  against  the  imperialists  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Yang-tse-kiang.  Large  tracts  of  country  in  the  west  and  north- 
west provinces  are  still  harassed  by  bands  of  Mohammedan  rebels,  who  are 
ineffectually  opposed  by  government  troops,  and  between  the  two  the  inhabit- 
ants are  soon  driven  off  or  destroyed,  and  their  country  gradually  turned 
into  a  desert.  Such  is  said  to  be  th^  case  at  present  with  many  places  in 
Shensi  and  Kansuh  provinces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  su:,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WELLS  WILLLOES. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State.  oigi.izedbyGoOgle 
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Mr.  SetDord  to  Mr.  BurHngame, 

No.  150.]  Department  of  State, 

l^ashington,  August  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  4th  of  May  last,  No.  109,  from  Shanghai,  enclosing 
a  commonication  from  S.  Wells  Williams,  esq.,  relative  to  the  ministerial  crisis 
which  has  taken  place  in  China,  has  heen  received,  and  I  have  read  with  inter- 
est the  history  of  that  event  as  related  hy  Mr.  Williams. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Anson  Burlinoame,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  WiUiams. 

No.  151.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  14,  1865. 

Sir:  Mr.  Borlingame's  despatch.  No.  112,  submitting  an  account  of  his  in- 
terviews with  Prince  Kung  and  other  memben^  of  the  foreign  board,  has  been 
received.  * 

The  President  of  the  United  States  desires  to  make  known  his  satisfaction 
trith  the  very  just,  liberal,  and  friendly  sentiments  expressed  by  Prince  Kung 
and  his  associates  of  the  foreign  board  at  these  interviews. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  not  disposed  to  be  technical  or  ex- 
acting in  its  intercourse  with  the  Chinese  government,  but  will  deal  with  it  with 
entire  frankness,  cordiality,  and  friendship.  The  United  States  desire  neither 
to  interfere  with  the  distinct  and  ancient  habits  and  customs  of  the  Chinese 
people,  nor  to  embarrass  the  members  of  the  foreign  board  in  their  difficult  and 
responsible  labors.  While  insisting  always  upon  rights  stipulated  in  solemn 
treaties,  the  wish  of  this  government  is  to  promote  that  esteem  which  will 
conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations. 

The  President  also  desires  to  express  his  satisfaction  with  the  attention 
and  courtesies  which  were  shown  to  Mr.  Burlingame  previous  to  his  depart- 
ure from  Peking.  They  are  regarded  by  the  President  as  a  just  compliment 
to  the  services  of  our  minister,  and  at  the  same  time  an  evidence  of  good  will 
to  the  nation  he  represents. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Williams. 

No.  1.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  Tour  interesting  despatch  of  the  25th  of  May,  No.  1,  has  been  received, 
and  your  proceedings  therein  mentioned  are  approved. 
.     I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
8.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ifc.^  9fc, 
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Mr.  J^iMUr  to  Mr.  WiUiami. 

No.  6.]  Department  op  State,  : 

Washington,  October  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  tbe  llth  of  July  last.  No.  4,  transmitting  a  copy  of 
tlie  correspondence  which  passed  between  yourself  and  Prince  Kong  upon  the^ 
subject  of  the  assassination  of  the  late  President  Lincoln,  has  been  received. 
The  sentiments  expressed  by  his  excellency  regarding  the  melancholy  occur- 
rence referred  to  are  highly  appreciated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Williams. 

No.  7.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  26th  of  June  last.  No.  3,  has  been  received. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  President  is  of  opinion  that  the 
offender  Burgevine  may,  upon  a  just  conviction,  be  left  to  the  Chinese  custody 
without  being  reclaimed  by  the  United  States  representative.  But  this  ia  to  be 
understood  to  rest  upon  our  own  voluntary  consent  upon  the  grounds  of  national 
honor,  and  not  from  Chinese  right  under  treaty  stipulations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
S.  Wells  Williams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc,,  igc. 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  115.J  Washington,  November  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  note  handed  to  me  on  behalf  of  Prince 
Kung,  by  Tung  Sinn  and  Hangki,  members  of  the  foreign  office  in  China.  It 
relates  to  the  Osborne  flotilla,  and  my  connexion  therewith.  I  ascertained  in 
London  that  the  British  government  would  take  the  vessels,  and  pay  for  them 
as  soon  as  an  appropriation  could  be  made.  I  was  requested  by  tie  British 
authorities  to  consult  with  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  now  the  British  minister  here» 
to  the  end  that  he  might  advise  his  government  in  the  interests  of  justice. 

I  have  seen  Sir  Frederick  who,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  prepared  to  aid 
the  Chinese,  and  to  urge  his  government  to  at  once  close  this  business  according 
to  their  wishes. 

This  proposed  action  on  his  part  is  but  a  continuation  of  that  spirit  of  amity 
which  led  him,  in  the  interests  of  peace,  to  send  the  flotilla  to  England,  and 
will  be  appreciated  by  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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[Enclosure. — ^Translation.] 

Nai€  handed  to  tJU  United  States  minister  on  tAe  llth  of  February,  1865,  hy  Tung  Sium  and 
Hangki,  members  of  the  foreign  office. 
Wo  beg  to  address  jonr  ezcellencj  respecting  the  sale  of  those  steamers. 
Last  jear,  you  and  the  British  minister,  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  made  an  excellent  arrange- 
ment fcr  us  respecting  the  disposition  of  Captain  Osborne's  flotilla,  according^  to  which  he 
was  to  take  the  vessels  back  to  England,  dispose  of  them  there,  and  remit  the  proceeds  to 
China ;  and  both  myself  and  all  the  members  of  the  foreign  office  were  deeply  grateful  for  the 
friendly  disposition  and  great  assistance  rendered  us  in  arranging  this  affair,  so  that  we  could 
then  place  tne  details  on  the  records  of  the  board  of  revenue.    We  also  reported  the  whole 
of  the  cireumstances  to  the  throne,  and  received  directions  to  arrange  it  in  that  way. 

However,  more  than  a  year  has  now  elapsed  since  that  was  done ;  and  when  Sir  Freder- 
ick Bruce  left  here  on  his  return  to  England  last  summer,  we  personally  requested  him  to 
devise  some  way,  on  his  arrival,  by  which  the  whole  business  could  be  soon  closed.  In  Sep- 
tember last  Mr.  Wade  officially  informed  us,  that  owing  to  war  then  existing  in  the  west,  it 
was  not  unlikely  that  some  delay  would  arise  in  selling  the  vessels,  owing  to  an  apprehension 
that  some  of  the  belligerents  might  get  them.  We  replied,  that  if  the  British  government 
would  take  them  for  their  own  use,.one-fifth  would  be  deducted,  and  we  enclosed  an  account 
corresponding  with  this  proposition.  He  answered  that  he  could  not  himself  make  any  final 
arrangement  respecting  them ;  but  as  soon  as  the  directions  of  his  government  respecting 
them  were  received  he  would  inform  us. 

As  no  intimations  concemine  this  matter  had  been  received,  in  November  last  we  wreteto 
Sir  Frederick  himself,  urging  him  to  arrange  it  as  sooi^  as  he  could ;  and  confided  the  letter 
to  Mr.  Wade  to  translate  and  forward.  As  nothing  has  been  hitherto  received  irom  Sir 
Frederick  about  the  sale  of  the  vessels  and  remittance  of  the  proceeds,  as  we  had  expected, 
we  are  left  in  a  state  of  anxious  uncertaintv  concerning  them.*  We  are  well  aware  that  he 
and  your  exceUency  made  the  most  suitable  and  satisfactory  arrangement  at  the  time  for 
their  disposal ;  and  we  all,  both  myself  and  colleagues  in  the  foreign  office,  have  entire  con- 
fidence in  your  honor ;  but  as  the  affair  is  connected  with  the  revenue  of  the  country,  as  long 
as  it  remains  unsettled,  so  long  are  we  responsible  for  the  issue. 

Knowing  that  you  both  then  so  willingly  agreed  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  action,  we  there- 
fore do  not  hesitate  to  write  your  excellency  this  note  upon  the  subject.  As  soon  as  you  can 
ascertain  the  pr^ent  value  of  these  steamers  and  (or)  wnen  their  proceeds  will  be  remitted  to 
China,  we  shall  be  very  much  pleased  to  receive  your  answer,  and  thereby  relieved  from  our 
present  suspense. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  present  our  compliments  and  best  wishes  for 
your  happiness. 

Card  of  PRINCE  KUNG. 

With  those  of  PAUYUN. 

WAUSIANG. 
TSUNGLUN. 
TUNGSIUN. 
HANGKI,  and 
SIEHHWAN 
His  Excellency  A.  Burukoame. 
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SPAIN. 

Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Setoard* 
[Extract] 

No.  134.]  Lbqatiox  of  the  United  Statbs» 

Madrid,  October  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  enjoyed  an  interriew  witb  Mr.  Llorente,  in  the  conrse  of 
which  hie  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  difficulty  with  Peru  presented  no  new 
feature  except  in  one  point. 

He  asked  me  what  would  be  the  course  of  our  government  in  regard  to  ear- 
goes  of  guano  consigned  to  ports  of  the  United  States  on  Spanish  account 

In  connexion  with  this  subject  he  said,  that  though  Spain  would  not  keep  per- 
manent possession  of  the  Ghincha  Islands,  yet  the  conduct  of  Peru  might  pos- 
sibly make  her  occupation  of  considerable  duration.  Spain  did  not  wish  to  de- 
prive the  markets  of  the  world  of  that  commodity  on  which  the  agriculture  of 
many  countries  had  come  in  a  measure  to  depend. 

She  would  not,  however,  permit  the  guano  deposits  to  be  used  by  Peru  as  a 
means  of  making  or  prolonging  war  against  herself. 

No  contract  or  stipulation  made  by  Peru,  relating  to  or  affectmg  the  guano 
subsequent  to  the  14th  of  April,  1864,  when  the  islands  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Spain,  would  be  recognized  by  this  government ;  those  m^de  previously 
would  be  religiously  observed. 

The  Spanish  government  would  establish  a  system  by  which  the  guano  could 
be  supplied  to  consumers  as  heretofore,  by  constituting  Spanish  agents  in  place 
of  Peruvian  in  the  ports  of  different  countries,  to  whom  the  value  of  cargoes 
should  be  paid,  which  sums  would  be  sequestered  by  the  Spanish  government 
until  the  events  of  the  war,  or  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  should  de- 
finitively dispose  of  them.  Mr.  Llorente  was  careful  to  repeat  that  the  sums  re- 
ceived by  the  Spanish  agents  for  the  sale  of  guano  would  not  be  immediately 
appropriated  by  Spain  as  her  own  property,  but  they  would  be  held  and  ac- 
counted for  by  her  according  to  subsequent  treaty  stipulations  with  Peru,  keep- 
ing in  view  always  the  compensation  of  her  war  expenses  until  Peru  should 
agree  to  terms  of  peace  and  friendly  intercourse. 

Spain  meant  by  this  means  to  secure  a  guarantee  of  indemnity  for  her  own 
war  expenses  whilst  'she  deprived  Peru  of  the  resources  afforded  by  this  treas- 
ure, now  in  Spanish  keeping,  and  at  the  same  time  responded  to  the  commercial 
wants  of  other  countries  not  implicated  in  this  quarrel. 

He  thought  he  ought  to  announce  these  ideas  or  plans  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment to  me,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  know  what  I  thought  of  them,  whether 
there  would  be  any  difficulty  interposed  by  my  government  to  the  substitution 
in  the  United  States  of  the  Peruvian  consignees  of  guano  by  Spanish  agents  in 
the  manner  indicated. 

I  said  that  I  could  give  no  reply  in  the  name  of  my  government  to  the  indi- 
cations he  had  made,  but  I  would  write  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  whatever  instruc- 
tions he  might  send  me  I  would  mak€  haste  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Llorente. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  my  own  referring  to  the  mortgage  already  made  by 
Peru  of  the  guano  deposits  as  a  seccurity  for  the  payment  of  her  national  debt, 
Mr.  Llorente  said :  We  shall  not  remove  that  security ;  the  islands  are  always 
tjiere,  the  guano  deposits  are  practically  inexhaustible,  and  we  have  declared 
that  we  wUl  return  them  to  Peru  on  the  termination  of  the  war.    If  our 
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occupation  be  abort  it  will  not  affect  tbe  guarantee  for  the  Pemyian  bond- 
holders ;  if  it  be  long,  we  might  perhaps  be  induced  under  certain  circum- 
stances to  pay  the  interest  coming  due  on  those  bonds  ourselves,  to  be  deducted 
from  the  amount  Peru  might  ciaim  of  us  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  guano 
sold  by  us,  for  which  we  must  account  on  the  day  of  settlement,  or  to  make 
some  other  equitable  arrangement  with  the  bondholders.  'This  referred,  of 
^course,  to  the  old  bonds  only.  No  new  contract  or  stipulation  made  by  Peru 
subsequent  to  the  Spanish  occupation  of  the  islands  would  have  any  validity 
for  Spain. 

I  have  no  observation  to  make  on  the  nature  of  this  communication  which 

will  not  suggest  itself  to  you  from  the  terms  of  the  proposition  itself. 

••  •.•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashmgUm. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  135.]  Legation  op  the  TJnitrd  States, 

Madrid,  October  28,  18C4. 

Sir  :  During  a  part  of  the  interview  I  had  with  Mr.  Llorente  yesterday,  the 
conversation  was  general  upon  the  subjects  of  business  and  interest  between  the 
two  governments. 

Among  other  things  he  told  me  that  the  reported  advances  made  by  some 
of  .the  leaders  of  the  Dominicans  soliciting  terms  of  peace  were  true. 
Those  leaders  had  made  proposals  to  conclude  peace  upon  the  basis  that  Spain 
should  retain  the  protectorate  of  that  country,  but  leave  the  Dominicans  free 
to  govern  themselves. 

Mr.  Llorente  said  that  the  reply  of  Spain  was,  in  brief  terms,  unconditional  sub- 
mission by  the  people  in  arms  against  her,  as  a  thing  demanded  by  her  military 
honor.  After  this  submission  should  be  made,  Spain  would  listen  to  any  pro- 
position tending  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  relieve  herself  of 
the  burden  of  that  dependency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  "Perry-  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  140.]  LEGATION  OF  THE  UnTTED  StATES, 

Madrid,  November  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  hope  to  save  the  mail  steamer  by  sending  direct  to  Queenstown,  and 
thus  to  put  in  your  hands  a  press  copy  of  Mr.  Consul  Dabney's  letter  from 
Teneriffe  of  the  29th  ultimo,  received  one  hour  since. 

Though  the  voyage  of  the  steamer  between  Teneriffe  and  Cadiz  has  been 
unusually  long,  perhaps  the  Calabar  may  not  hate  reached  Liverpool  in  time,  for 
Mr.  Dabney's  despatches  for  you  to  be  put  on  board  for  New  York. 
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Nothing  has  been  heard  here  of  the  new  pirate  reseel  now  oncioabiecny 
under  the  command  of  Semmen,  who  escaped  from  the  wreck  of  the  AlubaiMi 
since  the  transfer  of  her  armament  and  crew  as  related  bj  Mr.  Dabnej. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEEBY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  SuUe. 


Mr.  Ptrrif  to  Mr.  Admmt. 

Madrid,  Novembgr  9,  1864. 
Dkar  Sir  :  I  hatten  to  encloBe  for  jour  000  a  oopj  of  a  letter  received  half  an  hour  siDce 
from  our  consul  at  Teneriffe,  in  hope  it  may  precede  the  arriyal  of  the  Calabar  at  LaTerpooL 
I  also  send  a  copy  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Very  truly,  &c.,  &c.,  your  obedient  serrant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
His  Excellency  Charles  F.  Adams,  ifc^  jjrc.,  London, 


Mr.  Dahne^  to  Mr.  Perrf. 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  Teneriffe,  Cavart  Islands, 

Ttmenffe,  October  39,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  Enj^lish  blockade-runner  steamer  Laurel,  Bamney  master,  arrired  at  tins  port 
on  the  night  of  the  21  st  of  October  for  the  purpose  of  getting  coals  and  to  land  forty-two 
men,  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  English  steamer  S^  King,  which  foundered  near  the 
Desertas,  of  Madeira,  and  who  were  picked  up  in  their  boats  near  those  islands. 

On  landing,  Captain  Corbett,  late  master  ot  the  Sea  King,  declared  that  he  sbovld  maiik 
tun  the  crew  and  send  them  home  at  his  expense,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  trouble  the  consm 
with  them.  He  placed  them  at  a  hotel  instead  of  a  sailors*  boarding-house,  at  double  the  ex- 
pense of  sailors  usually,  and  all  the  expenses  to  be  paid  by  himself  with  money  obt^ned 
nrom  Bruce,  Hamilton  &,  Co.,  to  whom  it  is  said  he  brought  a  letter  of  introduction. 

All  this  appeared  so  remarkable  that  my  suspicions  were  excited  at  once,  and  failing  to  etidt 
anything  detmite  from  th4  different  employ^  of  this  house,  I  imagined  that  these- men  were 
intended  for  some  confederate  yessel  to  call  here  for  them.  I  therefore  went  to  the  com- 
mander de  la  Yarina  and  stated  my  suspicions  and  asked  him  to  investigate  the  circum- 
stances of  the  loss  of  the  Sea  King.  Two  days  elapsed  before  he  received  any  answer,  and  it 
was  a  remarkable  one  which  he  showed  to  me.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  the  crew  belonged, 
as  stated,  to  the  Sea  King,  which  did  not  founder,  but  was  sold  at  sea,  the  transfer  £ere 
made  and  the  price  paid  down,  and  that  therefore  the  captain  paid  all  expenses  of  his  crew 
here  and  their  passages  hence  to  Liverpool  in  the  steamer  of  the  30th  proximo. 

The  inference  is  that  another  transfer  has  been  made  in  this  vicinity,  (similar  to  that  of  the 
Alabama  at  Terceira  two  years  ftgo,)  of  a  vessel  suitable  for  a  cruiser  to  the  confederates; 
that  this  crew  brought  her  from  England  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  that  the  Laurel 
brought  her  confederate  officers  and  crew  out  and  transferred  them  at  the  same  place,  and 
that  we  shall  ere  long  begin  to  hear  of  her  depredations  on  our  commerce. 

I  went  to  the  British  consulate,  where  I  was  kindly  shown  her  r^^ter,  but  was  not 
allowed  to  make  any  extracts.  However,  I  examined  it  well,  and  wrote  oown  her  description 
afterward  from  memory,  which  I  believe  may  be  relied  on  as  correct,  and  which  is  as  follows: 

Screw  steamer  Sea  Kin^ ;  iron  frame,  wood  plankine ;  1,017  tons  gross,  990  net ;  300  hone- 
power;  built  at  Glasgow  in  1863:  lately  owned  bv  William  Wallace,  banker,  in  London,  and 
others;  sailed  from  London ;  cleared  for  Bombay ;  is  thiee-masted,  square  rigged,  round  stem ; 
has  a  poop  and  bust  head. 

This  is  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect  and  which  I  hasten  to  c^mmiunioate 
to  you. 

I  shall  address  Mr.  Seward  and  also  Mr. -Adams  to-morrow  by  the  English  packet,  and 
communicate  these  same  particulars.    The  crew  are  yet  here  and  are  to  go  to-morrow,  in  the 
steamer  to  Liverpool,  then  due  from  the  weet  coast  of  Africa,  the  Calabar. 
I  remain,  sir,  &c.,  &c., 

„  WILLIAM  K.  DABNBT. 

Horatio  J.  Perry, 

17.  8.  Ckargi  d' Affaires,  Madrid. 
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Mr*  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  144.]  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Madrid,  November  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  Allow  me  to  congratnlate  you  upon  the  re-election  of  President  Lincoln 
to  a  second  term  of  power.  We  nave  ju3t  received  the  telegrams  which  an- 
nounce it.  Nohly  have  our  people  responded  to  the  principles  set  forth  hj  you 
at  Auhum.  No  doubt,  from  the  extraordinary  circumstances  which  preceded 
and  surround  this  great  act,  it  had  come  to  signify  the  life  and  the  strength  or 
the  decay  and  deaSi  of  the  American  republic.  We  are  saved ;  but  that  is  not 
all. 

The  effect  of  this  event  upon  Europe  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  Never 
has  the  political  action  of  any  people  fixed  to  a  higher  degree  the  anxious  atten- 
tion of  the  world  outside  their  own  limits. 

It  hafl  been  felt  here  that  the  great  crisis  had  at  length  come;  that  after  a 
career  of  unexampled  prosperity,  our  republic,  attacked  in  its  vitals  by  the  in- 
surrection of  a  compact  claiss  strong  enough  to  display  a  military  and  a  political 
power  and  conduct  such  as  have  had  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  insurrections, 
after  a  defence  by  the  ^vemment  incohparable  also  for  the  mi^itnde  of  the 
military  resources  displayed,  now  called  upon  by  the  organic  law  to  submit 
to  the  people  themselves,  in  the  midst  of  this  gigantic  contest,  the  question 
of  the  renewal  of  the  whole  edifice  of  government  from  base  to  capital, 
forced  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  shift  a  little  upon  their  shoulders,  if 
they  pleased,  the  great  burden  of  the  war,  of  the  finances,  of  the  national  fa- 
tigue; to  yield  a  little,  if  they  chose,  only  a  little,  of  the  eternal  principles  of 
jftstice  and  state  polity  for  the  hope  of  present  ease,  or  to  sustain  those  princi- 
ples firmly,  to  carry  that  burden  steadily— to  save  the  republic — save  the  great 
interests  of  mankind — and,  instead  of  receding  and  declining,  to  bravely  puA 
the  wheel  of  human  progress  forward  over  every  obstacle,  at  the  cost  of  every 
sacrifice — ^it  was  felt,  I  say,  that  the  people  of  the  American  republic,  called 
upon  in  these  circumstances  to  quietly  and  freely  manifest  their  true  will  and 
judgment  in  secret  ballot,  where  all  that  there  is  great  and  noble  in  men,  as  well 
as  all  that  there  is  small  and  dark,  alike  find  expression,  held  in  their  hands,  in 
fact,  the  practical  solution  of  that  historic  question  which  has  troubled  the 
world's  statesmen  for  ages,  wli''ther  the  republic  could  rightfully  be  considered 
a  permanent  form  of  government ;  whether,  in  the  great  crisis  of  a  nation's  his- 
tory, a  democratic  republic  offers  in  itself  any  sufficient  guarantee  of  its  own  con- 
tinuance ;  whether  it  can,  notwithstanding  the  philosophic  perfection  of  its  the- 
ory, legitimately  take  its  place  alongside  the  monarchies  and  aristocracies  which 
have  subsisted.in  the  world  as  a  stable  form  of  government. 

The  history  of  Athens  and  the  little  states  of  Greece  is  not  favorable.  Rome 
never  was  a  democratic  republic ;  and  when  that  democracy  did  shake  off  the 
patrician  rule,  it  was  only  to  give  power  to  Gsesar.  Venice  and  the  other 
oligarchic  republics  of  the  middle  ages  do  not  meet  the  question;  Switzer- 
land is  more  fevorable,  but  does  not  solve  it.  The  expenence  of  France  is 
fatal ;  the  epoch  of  Cromwell  in  England  was  at  once  unsatisfactory  and  transi- 
tory. 

The  practical  question  remained  yet  for  our  time  and  for  our  people!  Can  a 
great  democratic  republic  stand  1  Can  it  resist  the  ambition  of  tnose  classes 
which  a  community  of  occupation  or  of  interest  will  create  ?  Can  it  resist  the 
ambition  of  its  statesmen,  of  its  generals  ?  Can  it  employ  great  armies  ?  Oan 
it  stand  the  shock  of  civil  war  ?  Is  there  really  in  the  masses  of  men,  practi- 
^ly  consideied,  that  virtue  and  those  qualities  indispensable  for  the  prolonged 

uigiLizeu  uy 'v_ivyv-/'5t  L\^ 


468  DIPLOMATIC   COERESPONDEKCE. 

continuance  in  adversity  as  well  as  in  prosperity  of  a  state  whose  only  political 
guarantee  is  the  will  of  the  whole  people  f^ly  expressed  I 

That  is  the  momentous  question  which  has  moved  Europe  profoundly  in 
respect  to  us,  and  fixed  the  gaze  of  peoples  upon  our  people  at  this  moment 
with  an  intensity  of  interest  you  at  home  may  not  have  appreciated. 

In  the  fate  of  the  United  States  went  the  hopes  of  men  for  a  long  period  to 
come,  and  that  fate,  in  the  estimation  of  those  outside  our'  limits,  hung  notahly 
upon  the  issue  of  this  ballot 

The  people  of  Spain  like  the  rest  have  felt  the  perva4ing  interest  of  thia 
moment.  I  have  not  said  a  word  to  you  officially  whilst  the  great  question  was 
pending,  but  I  send  you  now  with  my  whole  heart  the  expression  of  my  own 
rblief  at  this  solemn  verdict  of  our  people,  and  I  send  you  also  the  first  shout 
of  joy  from  Spain. 

nt  nt  *  «  «  4c 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEEET. 
Hon.  William.  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 

No.  55.']  Department  of  State, 

^  Washington,  December  2,  1864. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  the  22d  of  HTovember,  No.  144,  has  been  received. 
Tour  congratulations   upon  the  result  of  the   presidential  election  are  as 
eloquent  as  your  exposition  of  its  transcendent  influence  is  just  and  complete. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
&ORATIO  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  147*]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  December  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  At  a  conference  between  the  Spanish  minister  of  State  and  myself, 
which  took  place  to-day  at  my  house,  the  subject  of  your  instruction  No.  45, 
of  November  15,  was  fully  discussed. 

Every  conceivable  argument  was  employed  to  obtain  the  result  proposed  by 
me  in  view  of  your  instruction,  as  stated  in  my  last,  of  December  2d ;  but  I  am 
sorry  not  to  be  able  to  report  success. 

Mr.  Llorente  said  that,  with  all  deference  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Seward,  and 
with  a  most  grated  appreciation  of  the  kind  offices  of  the  President,  he  could 
not  himself  feel  any  confidence  in  the  result  of  negotiations  to  be  conmienced 
here  at  this  time. 

The  government  of  Peru  seemed  to  be  in  a  very  unsettied  condition.  A  new 
cabinet  appeared  on  the  scene  every  few  weeks. 

From  the  state  of  public  opinion  and  of  political  parties  m  Peru,  as  represented 
to  him,  it  was  evident  that  any  settlement  arranged  with  a  Peruvian  negotiator 
at  Madrid  would  be  greatiy  exposed  to  a  rejection  at  Lima. 

The  treaty  of  peace  and  recognition  negotiated  here  by  Mr.  Asma  some  yeKn 
since  had  met  that  fete.    They  would  not  abide  by  it 
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I  said  that  the  case  now  was  very  different,  as  any  settlement  arrived  at  here 
in  pursuance  of  the  President's  advice  would  undoubtedly  be  supported  by  the 
influence  of  the  United  States  for  its  acceptance  at  Lima. 

Mr.  Llorente  was  afraid  it  would  be  useress.  The  military  preparations  of 
Peru  were  being  ui^ed  forward  with  all  the  hasie  their  resources  permitted. ' 
They  might  oblige  the  Spanish  admiral  to  take  hostile  action  at  any  moment. 
We  did  not  even  know  whether  hostilities  had  not  already  commenced.  We 
did  know  that  Peru  was  making  every  effort  to  prepare  an  expedition  to  attack 
the  Spanish  ships  at  anchor  at  the  Ghincha  islands  before  their  consorts  should 
arrive. 

Mr.  Llorente 'mentioned  the  names  and  descriptions  of  the  Peruvian  vessels, 
and  appeared  to  be  well  informed. 

That  attack  might  be  made,  or  the  Spanish  commander  might  find  himself 
placed  in  such  circumstances  as  to  feel  obliged  to  make  an  attempt  to  destroy 
those  preparations  before  they  should  be  completed. 

Mr.  Llorente  had  no  doubt  of  the  result  in  either  case,  but  this  state  of  things 
was  not  favorable  to  any  negotiation  here. 

Even  if  the  Spanish  government  were  to  countermand  its  instructions  to 
Admiral  Parga,  or  suspend  their  execution  in  view  of  President  Lincoln's  ad- 
vice to  Peru,  the  time  necessary  for  communicatwn  between  Washington  and 
Lima,  and  afterwards  for  the  arrival  at  Madrid  of  a  negotiator  with  instructions 

Srepared  in  accordance  with  the  President's  advice,  would  carry  forward  the 
ay  for  beginning  such  negotiations  into  the  month  of  Febmary,  at  least,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  calculate  how  much  time  would  be  consumed  before  a  definite 
result  could  be  arrived  at  and  made  known  in  the  Pacific  states. 

Meantime  the  present  indefinite  state  of  things  was  giving  rise  to  troublesome 
complications  with  the  other  Spanish-American  states.  Spain  was  already 
almost  at  war  with  Chili,  without  object  or  profit  of  any  description.  Every- 
thing counselled  her  Majestv's  government  to  bring  this  state  of  things  to  a 
close  promptly  one  way  or  the  other,  and  know,  at  least,  precisely  where  they 
stood. 

On  the  other  hand,  said  Mr.  Llorente,  there  was  really  nothing  more  for  us  to 
say  or  do  here  than  what  had  been  done  already. 

I  had  already  been  informed  that  the  Spanish  admiral  would  not  move  in  this 
business  of  his  own  accord  before  January,  and  that  then  his  first  steps  would 
not  be  hostile,  but  the  reverse.  This  would  certainly  give  time  for  the  good 
counsel  of  the  United  States  to  be  heard  at  Lima. 

He  regretted  that  the  President  had  not  thought  it  better  to  advise  the  gov- 
ernment of  Peru  to  negotiate  on  the  spot  with  the  plenipotentiary  sent  out  by 
Spain  for  that  purpose. 

Perhaps  that  might  yet  be  the  result,  if  Mr.  Seward,  as  was  quite  probable, 
should  have  again  reflected  upon  the  actual  situation  of  this  business. 

Admiral  Par^a  had  been  furnished  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  with  the 
government  of  Peru  and  bring  this  business  to  a  settlement. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  my  own,  tending  to  draw  from  him  the  precise  char- 
acter of  the  instructions  finally  given  to  Admiral  Pareja,  Mr.  Llorente  said,  (and 
this  statement,  you  will  notice,  amounts  to  a  considerable  modification  of  the 
communication  made  to  me  on  the  13th  of  October,)  that  I  might  write  to  my 
government  that  the  instructions  of  the  Spanish  admiral  and  plenipotentiary 
gave  him  discretionary  power,  and  were  exceedingly  moderate  and  conciliatorv, 
80  much  so  that  they  could  not  fail  to  recommend  themselves  to  Mr.  Seward's 
approbation.  • 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  « 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington.  ^.^^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  152.]  LbgatiOxN  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Madrid,  December  16,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  endoae  the  translation  of  an  address  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  the  occasion  of  his  re-election,  which  has  appeared 
in  the  Spanish  newspapers,  and  is  now  receiving  signatures,  to  be  in  doe  time 
forwarded  to  its  destination. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  the  abolition  of  slavety  is,  for  the  signers  of  this  ad- 
dress, the  grand  idea  of  the  war,  the  grand  idea  of  the  re-eleclion  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  the  only  point  they  think  it  worth  while  to  dwell  upon. 

This  source  of  sympathy  for  onr  cause  is  strong,  and  its  maidfestations  con- 
stant. 

I  beg  to  confirm  to-day  the  same  observations  I  had  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate to  you  on  the  21st  September,  1862,  (despatoh  No.  81,)  and  which  coincided 
at  that  time  with  the  President's  memorable  proclamation  of  September  22,  con- 
finned  on  the  1st  January,  1863. 

I  have  no  doubt  now  that  the  recommendations  which  the  President  has  per- 
haps already  addressed  to  both  houses  of  Congress,  and  which  will  have  been 
detormined  by  the  exigencies  of  our  interior  needs,  will  again  coincide,  will 
again  display  the  same  remarkable  harmony  of  his  action,  with  this  demand  for 
the  development  and  completion  of  the  policy  of  slave  emancipation,  which  the 
exterior  service  of  our  government  makes  it  once  more  my  duty  to  report  to  you 
from  this  standpoint  of  Spain. 

The  address  of  the  Catalans  is  dated  the  6th  instant,  and  it  was  published  to- 
day simultaneously  by  various  journals. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEBRT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Translation.] 

To  the  citizen  Abraham  Lincolnt  President  of  the  republic  of  the  United  States: 

The  andenigned,  members  of  the  democratic  partj  of  Barcelona,  congratulate  joa  sid- 
cerelj  upon  the  vote  which  thatgreat people  has  given  in  your  favor,  securing  jou  for  another 
term  of  four  years  in  the  high  office  of  President  of  the  republic. 

This  event  proves  that  the  grand  idea — cause  of  the  gi  andest  war  which  the  annals  Qf  the 
world  record— existed  not  alone  in  the  mind  of  one  man,  but  in  the  consciences  of  a  whole 
people,  proves  that  the  President's  proclamation  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  well  expressed 
the  noble  aspiration  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  could  no  longer  sustain  so  un- 
worthy an  inlieritance  unaer  a  flag  in  whose  shadow  do  battle  justice  against  iniquity, 
liberty  against  servitude,  morality  against  the  most  horrible  crime. 

Touthiul  America  regards  with  consternation  your  fields  soaked  with  blood,  and  old  Europe 
shudders  with  anguish.    What  matter? 

Your  idea  is  superior  to  all;  the  end  yon  reach  at  higher  than  all  lesser  considerations, 
more  sacred  than  those  smaller  interests  of  -the  moment,  which  noble  hearts  si^ciifice  cheor- 
fally  upon  the  altar  of  the  greater  good,  and  whose  loss  draws  vile  tears  only  from  base 
.egotism. 

The  good,  the  honorable  of  all  countries  are  with  you  and  with  the  people  yon  lead  victo- 
rious in  the  noble  strife.    What  matters  to  you  the  non-adhesion  of  the  rest? 

Worm-eaten  relics  of  times  which  will  never  retmn — hypocrites  who  raise  to  Qod  pcayers 
from  lips  which  preach  the  slavery  of  their  fellow-man,  and  lift  toward  heaven  hands  whidi 
smite  tne  face  and  forge  the  chains  of  their  brother — where  should  their  svmpathy  be,  where 
their  heart,  except  in  the  den  which  hides  the  sordid  treasure  of  their  cupidity? 

How  can  the  humanitarian  sentiment  penetrate  breasts  hardened  by  the  most  ignoble  of 
the  passions  7  How  can  they  comprehend  that  the  emancipation  of  a  slave,  whose  bondage 
has  cost  them  their  gold,  is  worth  the  sacrifice  of  one  sole  drop  of  the  blood  of  a  freeman  ? 

The  good  and  the  honorable  of  all  countries  are  with  you ;  and  a  part  of  these,  few  bat 
faithful,  congratulate  you  from  one  of  the  provinces  of  Spain.  C^  r^r^r^\o 
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iUostrioas  President,  in  your  work ;  and  when  the  folemn  hour  of  joor  complete 
trinn^h  fhall  sound,  let  the  abolitioir  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  be  the  signal  for  the 
abolition  of  all  slavery  among  mankind. 
BAaCBLONA,  DeeembtrQ,  1864. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 

No.  58.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

W<uhingUm,  December  31,  1864. 
SiB:  I  have  received  your  despatcb  of  tlie  11th  of  December,  (No.  150,) 
whicb  informs  me  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Llorente,  and  of  the  accession  of  Mr. 
Benavides  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  a£Pairs. 

Certainly  we  have  found  Mr.  Llorente  courteous  and  just  in  our  correspond- 
ence with  the  government  of  Spain,  and  I  shall  be  happy  if  you  can  properly 
find  a  way  to  let  this  acknowledgment  be  known  to  him. 

I  receive  with  pleasure  the  expression  of  good  feeling  which  you  have  received 
from  Mr.  Benavides. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  ifc.  ifc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract] 

No.  161.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  debates  in  the  Spanish  setiate,  which  have  run  over  a  period  of 
about  twenty  days,  have  been  unusually  interesting. 

On  the  question  of  the  reply  to  the  Queen's  speech,  senators  of  the  opposi- 
tion have  taken  occasion  to  review  the  whole  policy  of  the  government 

Attacked  on  the  questions  of  the  abandonment  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  the 
plao  for  the  relief  of  the  treasury  by  the  adherents  of  O'Donnell,  with  that  leader 
at  the  head,,  and  on  the  queston  of  the  encidical  letter  of  the  Pope  and  general 
policy  of  ministers  toward  Rome  and  Italy  by  the  new  Catholic  orators,  I  have 
rarely  witnessed  a  debate  in  which  there  has  been  more  vigor  and  persistence 
shown  in  the  attack,  or  a  cooler  and  more  solid  ability  displayed  in  tne  defence. 
The  orators  of  the  government  have  had  the  best  of  the  argument  on  every 
point,  but  the  struggle  has  been  severe. 

The  name  of  the  United  States  has  been  used  as  a  bug-bear  by  the  orators 
of  the  opposition,  who  claimed  that  the  occupation  of  Santo  Domingo  by  the 
Spamaras  was  the  only  way  of  averting  the  annexation  of  Dominica « to  the 
United  States,  and  the  consequent  ruin  of  Spanish  interests  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  Duke  of  La  Torre,  the  same  captain  general  of  Cuba  who  made  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Dominican  general,  oantara,  was  tJie  loudest  in  this  argument. 

The  Marquis  of  Yaldeterrazo,  minister  of  Spain  to  London  in  1860,  made 
the  declaration  of  which  I  enclose  a  translation. 

The  Marquis  of  the  Habana,  (General  Ooncha,)  who  has  been  twice  captain 
eeneral  of  Cuba,  and  is  now  out  with  O'Donnell,  defended  the  policy  of  aban* 
donment,  and  said  that  the  United  States  had  long  ago  refused  the  annexation  of 
Dominica,  (referring  to  the  Cazneau  treaty,)  and  that  Spain  had  taken  them  up 
only  after  they  had  been  refused  by  other  powers. 

The  Duke  of  La  Torre  (General  Servaro)  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of  a  decla- 
ration bv  Spain  that  the  slave  trade  is  piracy,  and  wanted  steps  to  be  immedi- 
ately token  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Cuba. 
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Tbe  Marquis  of  Havana  desired  the  extinct^n  of  slavery,  but  preferred  mea- 
sures like  those  which  Brazil  had  taken  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  and  which 
had  been  sucessful  in  two  years. 

He  said  that  if  there  were  anything  to  be  apprehended  from  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  or  from  any  quarter,  as  a  military  man  he  must  say  that  he  thought 
the  policy  of  Spain  ought  to  be  to  consecrate  her  power  as  much  as  possible ; 
and  the  possession  of  Santo  Domingo  added  no  strength  to  Spain  but  was  a 
decided  source  of  weakness.  The  resources  of  Cuba  were  uselessly  employed 
in  Santo  Domingo,  and  they  might  be  needed  in  that  island  itself.      *         * 

The  debate  was  closed  last  evening,  and  the  reply  to  the  Queen's  speech 
being  put  to  the  vote,  passed  the  senate  by  a  vote  of  102  for  and  58  against 
the  policy  of  the  government. 

Tnis  is  not  a  direct  vote  upon  the  bill  for  the  abandonment  of  San  Domingo; 
this  bill  not  being  before  the  senate  but  before  the  lower  house,  to  come  up 
afterwards  to  the  senate ;  but  the  question  is  Uius  already  debated  and  settled 
indirectly,  so  far  as  the  senate  is  concerned,  the  house  having  done  little 
eels  except  to  ac(}oum  over  from  day  to  day  to  give  the  members  an  opportunity 
to  be  present  at  the  senate  debates,  and  allow  ministers  also  to  be  all  present  in 
the  upper  house. 

This  great  trial  of  parliamentary  strength  over,  all  the  interest  now  centres 
in  the  lower  house,  and  the  senate  adioums  over  to  allow  ministers  to  be  all 
present  in  the  other  house,  as  well  as  the  senators  themselves. 

But  the  question  of  San  Domingo  is  already  prejudged,  and  the  bill  for  the 
abandonment  is  already  virtually  earned  by  the  government. 

*  ♦  «  4(,:|c  4c  *  3|C  « 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Tranalatioxi.] 

A  mistake  has  been  made  in  saying  that  the  United  States  have  made  a  treaty  of  Mfinf^Tfk 
tion  with  Santo  Dominffo.    This  is  not  the  fact. 

When  I  was  in  Loudon  I  was  authorized  by  the  government  of  her  Majesty  to  occupy 
myself  in  this  question,  all  the  necessary  facilities  being  conceded  to  me  to  engage  not  only 
the  English  government  but  also  the  French,  to  associate  with  the  Spanish  government  to 
carry  out  a  demonstration  to  be  made  in  the  bay  of  Samana.  Being  authoriz^  in  this  way, 
I  conferred  with  the  English  government  on  the  serious  damage  which  would  be  caused  by 
the  occupation  of  the  bay  of  &mana  by  the  Anglo-American  government 

The  English  government  understood  it  in  this  light,  but  did  not  wish  to  bind  itself  unless 
the  French  ^vernment  associated  itself  also.  I  addressed  myself  to  the  latter,  making  a 
full- explanation  of  the  evils,  the  inconveniences,  and  the  damage  which  the  commerce  of  the 
three  nations  would  receive  if  the  United  States  should  found  an  establishment  or  raise  a 
fortification  in  that  harbor.  The  French  government  understood  the  gravity  of  the  question, 
associated  itself  with  the  English  and  Spanish  governments,  and  the  result  was  that  the  three 
made  a  demonstration  towaras  the  bay  of  Samana,  at  the  same  time  giving  instructions  to 
their  representatives  at  Washington  to  manifest  the  displeasure  which  the  three  governments 
would  teel  if  the  treaty  of  which  we  had  advice,  but  wnose  tenor  was  not  known,  should  be 
carried  into  effect 

The  Eng^lish  government  some  time  after,  havine  given  the  necessary  orders  for  the  uniting 
of  the  mantime  forces  of  the  three  powers  with  the  above-named  object,  obtained  the  first 
copy  of  this  treaty,,  which  it  remittea  to  the  government  of  her  Majesty. 

In  this  treaty  the  annexation  was  not  established;  that  which  was  alone  established  was 
the  right  to  raise  a  fortification  and  to  found  a  national  establishment  in  the  bay  of  Samana 
by  means  of  a  compensation  and  other  services  to  the  republic  of  Santo  Doming^.  Fox 
this  reason  the  Duke  de  la  Tonre  said  very  opportunely  that  the  occupation  of  Samana  is 
highly  important,  and  that  the  Spanish  government  shotdd  not  abandon  a  post  of  so  much 
value,  not  only  for  the  governments  of  England  and  France,  but  much  more  for  the  interests 
of  Spain.  In  this  I  agree  with  the  Duke  de  La  Torre,  and  I  say  to  the  ministers  that  the 
abandonment  of  Santo  Domingo  is  a  danger ;  and  I  also  say  to  the  ministers  that  they  ought 
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to  consider  well  to  wfiat  an  extent  the  security  of  our  proTinces  beyond  sea  is  compromised 
by  the  abaDdonment  of  Santo  Domingo.  The  g^ovemment  is  still  in  time  to  avoid  the  evils 
and  consequences  which  this  measure  may  produce ;  and  let  it  not  be  said  that  this  is  but  an 
echo,  for  in  order  to  defend  Porto  Rico  and  the  island  of  Cuba,  more  expense  will  have  to  be 
borne  than  is  necessary  to  preserve  Santo  Domingo. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  162j  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  February  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  |eceiyed  last  night  a  telegram  from  onr  consul  at  Vigo  informing  me 
that  a  confederate  pirate  steamer  had  entered  the  port  of  Goronna  for  repairs. 
He  gives  the  vessel's  name  Stonewall,  hut  I  received  also  a  private  advice  late 
last  nif^ht  that  the  ship  is  the  Shenandoah.  Copies  of  these  documents  go  en- 
closed, as  well  as  another  from  the  consular  agent  ^t  Corunna,  which  I  at  first 
supposed  to  refer  to  some  blockade  runner,  and  treated  accordingly. 

JBefore  daylight  to-day  the  enclosed  telegrams  had  been  sent  to  the  consul  at 
Vigo,  to  the  consular  agent  at  Corunna,  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  London,  to-  the  charge  d'affaires  at  Paris,  to  the  minister  at  Lisbon,  and  to 
th«  consuls  at  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar.  I  trust  that  from  some  one  of  these  points  a 
government  cruiser  can  be  notified  in  time  to  block  the  egress  of  the  pirate  from 
me  bay. 

I  have  also  written  the  note  to  Mr.  Benavides,  of  which  a  copy  goes  enclosed, 
and  as  soon  as  the  hour  permitted  this  morning,  sought  him  at  his  own  house, 
and  placed  the  note  in  his  hands.  I  showed  him  also  the  account  given  by  our 
consul  at  Teneri£Pe  on  the  29th  October  last,  of  the  operation  efiPected  between 
the  Laurel  and  the  Sea  King,  since  Shenandoah  or  Stonewall,  and  the  royal  de- 
cree of  June  17, 1861,  and  copies  of  the  tel^rams  I  had  sent  to  our  consuls.  And 
I  said,  also,  that  I  had  not  wished  to  indicate  in  my  note  any  step  to  be  taken 
by  her  Majesty's  government  in  preference  to  another,  but  I  had  made  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  as  I  understooa  them,  and  preferred  to  leave  to  the  spontane- 
ous action  of  her  Majesty's  government  the  proper  remedy.  I  did  not,  however, 
myself  see  how  Spain  could  ever  permit  that  vessel  to  leave  her  ports  again  as 
a  privateer.  The  article  first  of  the  royal  decree  of  June  17  th  could  have  but 
one  meaning,  and  though  my  government  had  made  no  reclamation  against 
Spain  for  the  first  arming  and  equipping  of  this  pirate  in  her  waters  unbeknown 
to  her  authorities,  yet,  now  that  the  vessel  had  come  again  within  her  jurisdic- 
tion, and  within  the  power  of  her  authorities,  if  she  were  again  allowed  to  depart, 
it  could  not  Ml  to  be  the  motive  of  grave  reclamations  from  the  government  at 
Washington. 

Mr.  Benavides  said,  what  you  wish,  then,  is  that  we  should  disarm  the  corsair  ? 
I  said,  what  would  you  do  if  an  armed  force  engaged  in  insurrection  in  France 
should  pass  the  Spanish  frontier  t    Mr.  Benavides  replied,  we  should  take  away 
.  their  arms. 

I  then  asked  if  there  was  any  motive  why  this  corsair  should  be  treated 
otherwise  ?  Mr.  Benavides  said,'  in  his  own  opinion,  there  was  not ;  and,  besides, 
this  particular  ship  seemed  to  be  doubly  guilty. 

I  added,  that,  in  my  opinon,  she  must  at  least  be  disarmed  completely,  both 
under  the  dictates  of  international  law  and  the  provisions  of  the  municipal  law 
of  Spain. 

Mr.  Benavides  took  my  note  and  said  that  he  would  attend  to  the  affair  im- 
mediatelVf  and  have  it  set  right  this  day. 

I  shall  advise  you  hereaflber  what  course  is  taken  by  this  government. 
With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant* 

HORATIO  J.  PEEET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WathingUm,  Digitized  by  vjOOQ Ic 
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[Telegranii^Vigo,  8.3 
MtMisUr  of  the  United  Slate$  : 
The  confederate  war  steamer  BtonewaU  has  entered  Conmna  to  repair  damaffes. 

BABCENA,  CamsmL 


[Translation.] 
United  States  Contul  at  Vigo : 

Protest  with  energy  against  every  kind  of  repaiss  and  snccors  for  the  confedemte  eoraair 
which  is  at  Conmna, 

PERRY,  Charge  d'Afaire$. 

rTelegiam.J 
Unit9d  StaUs  CmunUr  Agent  at  Conmna : 

Protest  with  energy  and  warmth  to  the  authorities  against  er^y  kind  of  repair  and  sqcoot 
to  the  confederate  corsair  which  is  in  your  district. 

PERRT,  Ckarg6  d'Afaireg. 

[Telegram.] 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London :  * 

A  confederate  pirate,  supposed  the  Shenandoah,  has  entered  Conmna  and  asks  for  repairs. 
Advice  to  whom  it  may  concern. 

PERRT,  Amaricau  LsgaHum. 

[Telegram.] 
To  United  States  Charg6  d*  Affaires  at  Paris : 
4  confederate  corsair  is  at  Conmna,  and  asks  for  lepairs.    Notify  our      ^. 


[Telegnun.]  . 
Minister  of  United  States  at  Lisbon  : 
The  confederate  corsair  Shenandoah  is  al  Cocwma  asking  for  repairs.    Notif^ov  >^pe« 


^ERRl 


[Telegram.] 
United  States  Consul  at  Gibraltar : 

The  confederate  pirate  steamer  Shenandoah  is  at  Conmna  seeking  to  repair  damages.    No- 
tify our  ships. 

PERRY. 


[Telegram.] 
United  States  Consul  at  Cadiz  : 

The  confederate  pirate  Shenandoah  is  at  Conmna  to  repiur  damages.    Notify  our  ships-of- 
war  and  merchantmen. 

PERRY. 


1  Translation.] 


Legation  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid, 
Morning  of  theitkof  February,  1865. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  excellency  that  a  privateer  steamer,  under  the  flag 
of  those  citizens  who  are  in  rebellion  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  has  en- 
tered the  port  of  Conmna  and  asks  to  rei>air  her  damages.    I  have  sent  instmctions  by  tide- 
graph  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  Vigo,  and  to  the  consular  agent  in  Conmna,  to 
protest  with  energy  and  persistence  before  the  local  authorities  against  the  furnishing  of  every 
kind  of  repairs,  provisions,  and  succor  to  the  privateer. 
This  is,  according  to  my  information,  the  last  (for  all  the  rest  are  either  destrc^ed  or  eap- 
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tared)  of  those  English  vessels  which  sailed  with  English  annament  and  crews  to  make  |ii- 
ratical  war  against  the  merchant  ships  of  the  United  States,  displajing  on  the  seas  the  nag 
of  the  insurgento  in  my  countrj,  into  whose  ports,  however,  they  never  entered. 

I  have  extra  official  information  that  the  English  anthoritiea  of  the  Bahamas,  obeying  the 
instmctions  of  the  government  at  London,  have  arrested  in  the  port  of  Nassau  the  vessel, 
aiater  to  the  one  now  at  Comnna,  for  having  mocked  the  laws  and  sovereignty  of  England 
bj  eqnipping  herself  under  that  flag  for  war  against  a  government  with  which  that  of  Eng- 
land IS  at  peace. 

The  vessel  which  is  now  within  the  jarisdiction  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  was  armed  as  a 
privateer  in  the  waters  of  the  Canary  islands,  in  mockery  of  the  royal  decree  of  June  17, 
1861.  According  to  the  infoimation  on  file  in  this  legation  this  vessel,  which  was  called  the 
Sea  K\M[t  salleafrom  London  with  a  cargo  of  coaU  ostensibly  for  Bombay.  At  the  same 
Ume  anotner  steamer,  the  Laurel,  sailed  from  the  port  of  Liverpool  with  heavy  cannon  and 
carriages  in  her  hold,  and  a  great  number  of  seamen  as  passengers  for  Teneriffe,  in  the  Ca- 
naries. The  two  vessels  met  at  a  retired  anchorage  in  those  islMids,  and  the  transhipment  of 
the  cannon  and  war  material  with  the  seamen  took  place  from  the  Laurel  to  the  Sea  Kin^, 
which  then  hoisted  the  flag,  not  recognized,  of  the  insurgents  of  my  countiy,  and  started  m 
search  of  prizes,  while  the  Laurel  entered  the  port  of  Teneriffe  with  the  old  crew  of  the  Sea 
King,  and  set  them  on  shore.  These  men  returned  to  England  in  the  mail  steamer  Calabar, 
and  as  soon  as  they  arrived  the  captain  was  arrested  by  the  English  government  at  the  in* 
stance  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States,  the  rest  of  the  crew  showing  their  igno- 
rance of  the  project  which  the  captain  had  executed,  and  that  they  had  refused  to  serve  aboard 
the  Sea  Ein^  as  soon  as  they  leiu*ned  her  true  character. 

This  vessel,  taking  another  name,  began  her  depredations,  and  I  have  news  of  three  ships 
of  the  United  States  with  their  cargoes  burned  and  destroyed  by  this  vessel  on  the  high  seas 
without  the  formality  of  a  condemnation  as  good  prize  by  any  tribunal,  legitimate  or  simu- 
lated. The  nature  of  such  proceedings  even  supposing  that  the  flag  was  that  of  some  known 
government,  is  well  known  to  your  excellency.  And  this  pirate  takes  refuge  now  in  the 
waters  of  the  Spanish  jurisdiction,  asking  to  repair  his  damages  after  having  violated  the 
terms  of  the  royal  decree  of  June  17,  1861. 

Although  that  decree  wounded  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  declaring 
belligerents  in  an  international  sense  the  insurgents  who  fiffht  under  an  unknown  flag  against 
their  own  eovemment,  which  is  at  peace  with  Spain,  and  uthough  the  term  neutrality  in  the 
sense  of  abstention  bv  anv  nation  from  a  war  waged  between  other  known  powers  has  not 
been  well  applied  in  this  decree,  still,  as  it  shows  patent  in  its  text  the  desire  and  resolution 
of  her  Majesty's  government  ftot  to  take  an^part  in  that  intestine  conflict  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  permit  any  one  within  the  Spanisn  jurisdictipn  to  aid  those  insurgents,  I  have  no 
difllculty  in  citing  it  as  a  Spanish  law  which  this  corsair  has  violated.  And  this  vessel  being 
now  within  the  power  of  her  Majesty's  government,  the  undersigned  mentions  these  facts  in 
the  firm  conviction  that  your  excellency  will  not  fail  to  take,  as  promptly  as  the  case  re- 
Quires,  those  measures  which  the  government  of  her  Maiesty  may  think  most  proper  to  vin- 
oicate  its  own  dignity  and  outraged  sovereignty,  and  which  will  be  suggested  oy  the  firiend- 
abin  and  good  dispositions  it  cherishes  towards  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the /assurance  of  my  moat 
distingruished  consideration. 

HOEATIO  J  PERRY. 

His  Excellency  Minister  of  State. 


Jfr.  Terry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  163.]  Legation  of  tbe  United  States, 

Madrid^  early  morning  of  the  IthFehuaryt  1866. 

Sib  :  This  goes  by  the  morning  train  in  the  hope  it  will  reach  Queenstown  in 
time  for  the  Gunard  steamer. 

The  first  resolution  of  the  Spanish  government  in  the  matter  of  the  pirate  at 
Ferrol  was  to  treat  her  as  the  Sumter  was  treated  at  Cadiz,  and  under  this  or- 
der repairs  were  commenced  upon  her  yesterday.  I  have  remonstrated  in  such 
terms  that  after  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  I  procured  a  counter  order  last  night  to 
suspend  die  work. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Fernandez,  acting  as  consular  agent  at  Ferrol,  and  act- 
ing nobly,  that  the  vessel  is  in  bad  condition  and  cannot  go  to  sea  without  the 
repairs  she  seeks.  I  think  from  present  appearances  I  shall  be  able  to  detain 
her  definitively  and  stop  her  career  entirely ;  at  any  rate  I  shall  gain  time. 

Meantime  the  Sacramento  is  off  firom  Cadiz  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant, 
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and  will  have  olentj  of  time  to  get  round.    I  baye  no  doabt  other  ships  will  be 
sent  by  Mr.  Aaams  and  Mr.  Bigelow. 

I  confirm  my  telegram  of  the  5th  to  yon  by  Qneenstown. 

The  vessel  is  an  iron-clad  ram  of  300  horse-power  and  three  gnns,  bnUt  in 
France,  stopped  by  imperial  order,  sold  afterwards  to  Denmark,  reused  by  that 
goYemment,  and  once  more  in  rebel  hands.  She  is  supposed  to  have  received 
her  crew  from  an  English  steamer  sent  out  to  meet  her  for  this  purpose  at  some 
rendezvous ;  name,  Stonewall. 

I  have  no  time  to  relate  in  detail  the  strenuous  efforts  I  have  made  here.     I 
have  been  forced  to  use  firm  language,  which  will  be  immediately  reported  to 
jrou.    I  think  the  career  of  this  vessel  is  stopped,  but  till  I  have  the  documents 
in  my  hands,  will  not  venture  to  announce  it  as  a  fait  accompli. 
With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  164.]  Legation  op  the  Uniteu  States, 

Madrid,  February  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  7th  instant  I  wrote  you  that  the  first  resolution  of  this  govern* 
ment  in  the  question  of  the  repairs  solicited  bv  the  iron-clad  ram  Stonewall,  now 
lying  at  Ferrol,  had  been  to  treat  her  as  the  Sumter  was  treated  at  Cadiz  in 
1862 ;  that  I  had  remonstrated  in  such  terms  that  I  procured  a  counter  order, 
and  that  all  work  had  been  suspended  on  that  ship.  I  now  beg  to  report  in  de- 
tail the  steps  taken  by  me  and  the  general  history  of  that  affair. 

On  the  4th  instant,  after  my  despatch  No.  162  of  that  date  with  its  enclosures 
had  been  written,  I  received  the  telegrams  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  which  informed  me 
that  the  Stonewall  had  crossed  the  bay  from  Gorunna  to  Ferrol,  where  there  is 
an  extensive  naval  arsenal  and  marine  engine  factory  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  that  the  consular  agent  at  Oorunna  had  protested  against  th&  repairs  ac- 
cording to  my  instruction  by  telegram  (already  forwarded  .in  No.  162,)  and  that 
the  screw  sloop-of-war  Sacramento  had  immediately  sailed  from  Cadiz  on  re- 
ceipt of  my  telegram  of  the  same  morning. 

I  replied  at  once  to  the  consular  agent  at  Ferrol  in  telegram  No.  10,  ordering 
him  to  protest  against  everv  kind  of  repairs  and  succor  for  the  corsair  as  con- 
trary to  the  royal  decree  of  June  17,  1861,  and  offensive  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  with  which  Spain  is  at  peace.  Before  daylight  on  the  ^th 
instant  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you,  through  the  consul  at  Queenstown,  the  tel- 
egram No.  11,  and  to  Mr.  Adams  at  London,  and  Mr.  Bigelow  at  Paris,  Nos.  12 
and  13,  giving  a  description  of  the  ram  as  furnished  me  by  the  consular  agent 
at  Ferrol. 

At  about  11  o'clock  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Benavides,  her  Catholic  Majesty's  min- 
ister of  state,  and  informed  him  that  I  bad  been  misinformed  the  day  before ; 
that  the  rebel  ship  was  not  the  Shenandoah,  as  at  first  supposed,  but  a  new  iron- 
clad ram,  whose  description  I  gave  him.  This  varied  the  erounds  of  my  reclama- 
tion. Mr.  Benavides  informed  me  that  he  had  seen  his  colleagues,  that  they  had 
a  precedent  already  in  the  case  of  the  Sumter,  and  that  it  had  been  decided  to 
treat  this  ship  in  the  same  way  the  Sumter  was  treated,  which  had  proved  satis- 
factory to  my  government  * 

I  immediately  answered  that  I  had  had  the  honor  to  treat  the  case  of  the 
Sumter  myself  with  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes,  and  that  I  had  acquiesced  in  what 
had  been  done  in  that  instance,  stating  clearly  that  it  should  not  be  used  as  a 

Srecedent  for  ftiture  cases,  whilst  my  government  had  approved  that  course,  un- 
er  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  coupling  its  approval  with  a  protest 
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against  tbe  Drovisions  of  the  royal  decree  of  June  17th,  1861,  according  to  which 
it  had  been  decided. 

I  then  Bhowed  Mr.  Benavides  the  distinctions  between  the  case  of  an  iron- 
dad  ram  and  a  wooden  ship  as  1  understood  them,  and  as  they  had  been  estab- 
lished by  an  English  tribunal  called  to  pass  upon  a  case  in  which  this  new 
class  of  vessels  was  concerned. 

I  mentioned  to  him  also  the  case  of  the  Rappahannock  detained  by  the  French 
government  at  Calais  under  circumstances  precisely  similar  to  those  of  the 
Stonewall  at  Ferrol,  except  that  the  latter  was  an  iron-clad,  which  made  the 
case  st^l  stronger  against  ner  being  repaired. 

Mr.  fienavides  requested  me  to  let  hun  have  all  that  in  writing,  and  he  would 
see  what  could  be  done. 

I  returned  home  and  immediately  wrote  the  note  of  which  a  translation  is 
enclosed,  and  it  was  handed  to  Mr.  Benavides  the  same  afternoon.  It  was 
written  in  Spanish,  and  the  first  draught  sent  to  the  minister  without  preservhig 
other  copy  than  that  taken  by  press  j^m  the  original,  and  which  I  now  enclose 
herewith.  It  seemed  to  me  preferable  to  thus  get  the  arguments  of  that  paper 
before  the  Spanish  government  immediately,  saving  a  day  or  two's  delay  in  the 
preparation  of  a  translation  by  the  Spanish  state  department  before  it  could 
have  its  effect  upon  the  ministers  while  the  Stonewall  would  be  reparing  at 
Ferrol. 

I  am  now  preparing  English  copies  both  of  this  and  of  the  note  of  the  4th 
instant,  to  be  kept  by  Mr.  Benavides  as  originals,  the  Spanish  copies  to  be 
treated  as  translations. 

After  that  note  was  sent,  I  received  at  about  8  o'clock  the  same  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 6,  the  two  telegrams  Nos.  4  and  5  from  our  consular  agent  at  Ferrol,  and 
from  Mr.  Bigelow  at  I'aris,  which  informed  me  that  the  Stonewall  was  in  a  bad 
state,  unable  to  keep  the  seas,  and  that  the  works  had  been  suspended  under  the 
consular  protest,  and  instructions  asked  from  Madrid. 

Mr.  Bigelow  informed  me  that  the  vessel  was  built  at  Bordeaux,  sold  to  Den- 
mark, equipped  for  the  confederates  at  a  place  illegible,  and  advised  me  to 
seek  Monsieur  Mercier  and  detain  her. 

Thus  it  was  certain  the  orders  to  treat  this  ship  as  the  Sumter  had  been  treated 
had  not  yet  reached  Ferrol ;  she  was  detained,  and  nothing  had  been  done  upon 
her  up  to  that  time. 

I  learned  also  that  the  least  time  she  would  need  in  order  to  stop  the  leaks 
about  her  helm-ports  enough  to  enable  her  to  go  to  sea  would  be  three  days, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  government  officers  who  surveyed  her  at  Ferrol. 

On  the  6th  instant  I  called  on  Mr.  Mercier,  the  French  ambassador,  and 
showed  him  Mr.  Bigelow's  telegram  of  the  5th.  But  he  replied  to  my  verbal 
request  for  his  co-operation  that  he  had  no  other  antecedents  than  what  I  brought 
him,  and  that  without  instructions  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  he  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  take  any  step  in  the  matter. 

I  also  saw  Mr.  Banuelos,  sub-secretary  of  state,  who  met  me  with  my  note 
of  the  5th  instant  in  his  hands  and  complained  that  the  terms  of  that  note  had 
appeared  to  them  hard ;  that  he  himself,  whose  personal  sympathies  were  entirely 
on  the  side  of  the  north,  did  not  like  it.  I  found,  however,  on  inquiry,  that  he 
had  not  read  it,  but  his  attention  had  been  called  to  some  phrases  by  the  clerk 
to  whose  bureau  it  behmged. 

I  told  Mr.  Banuelos  that  I  intended  it  to  be  only  just  hard  enough  to  stop 
the  repairs  on  the  Stonewall ;  that  I  did  not  stand  upon  the  words  or  phrases, 
and  that  if  we  could  come  to  an  understanding  as  to  things,  I  would  throw  the 
paper  into  the  chimney  and  replace  it  with  one  as  soft  as  he  could  desire.  I 
begged  him,  however,  to  consider  the  points  made  in  the  note,  which  I  then 
repeated  and  urged  verbally,  the  result  of  this  interview  being  that  an  official 
letter  was  sent  from  the  state  department  to  that  of  marine,  requesting  the 
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minlflter  of  marine  to  suspend  the  work  on  the  Stonewall  until  farther  advice  ; 
it  being  understood  that  I  would  prepare  the  draught  of  another  note  to  be  handed 
to  Mr.  Banuelos,  and  if  the  dennitive  resolution  of  this  question  which  Mr. 
Banuelos  hoped  to  obtain  from  the  cabinet  should  be  in  accordance  with  my 
wishes,  as  he  expected,  then  the  note  of  5th  February  to  be  withdrawn  and 
replaced  by  the  second  one. 

Having  effected  this  arrangement,  and  seen  the  order  for  suspension  of  the 
repaurs  issued,  I  returned  home  and  found  the  telegram  No.  6  from  the  consular 
agent  at  Ferrol,  which  advised  me  that  the  work  had  just  been  begun  on  the 
ship  that  afternoon,  under  the  orders  I  had  just  succeeded  in  having  susptended. 

On  the  7th  instant,  my  despatch  No.  163  was  written  and  forwarded  to  you 
by  the  morning  train.  Telegram  No.  14  was  sent  to  consular  agent  at  Ferrol,- 
who  replied  at  two  o'clock,  (telegram  No.  7,)  that  the  order  of  suspension  had 
been  obeyed,  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Stonewall  to  go  to  sea  in  the 
state  she  then  was. 

I  prepared  the  draught  of  a  new  note  as  ananged,  and  then  sought  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Benavides,  to  whom  I  urged  the  arguments  for  detaining  the  iron-dad 
ram,  completely,  as  set  forth  in  t3^  draught  of  a  note  a  copy  of  which  goes  en- 
cloeed. 

Mr.  Benavides  showed  me  that  these  repairs  had  been  provisionally  sus- 
pended ;  thought  that  they  could  not  alter  the  law  of  the  decree  of  June  17, 
1861,  which  he  said  had  been  published  by  the  party  of  O'Donnell,  now  in 
opposition,  and  which  he  perhaps  would  never  have  published  and  would  be 
glad  to  have  out  of  the  way.  If  any  indication  shoula  come  from  the  French 
government,  it  would  help  the  case  very  much ;  meantime  the  repaiis  would 
not  go  on. 

I  left  this  interview  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Benavides  would  himself 
be  glad  to  take  a  view  of  this  question  very  much  like  the  one  I  urged  upon 
him,  but  that  he  was  by  no  means  sure  what  would  be  the  decision  of  the  cabi- 
net in  apprehension  of  the  attacks  which  might  be  expected  from  the  opposi- 
ikm  in  tne  chambers,  if  they  were  to  vary  irom  the  precedent  of  the  Sumter 
case  at  Cadiz. 

Immediately  afterwards  I  had  an  fnterview  with  Mr.  Banuelos,  to  whom  I 
handed  the  draught  of  a  new  note ;  spoke  of  the  incidents  of  the  Sumter  nego- 
tiation ;  showed  jour  despatches  to  me,  (No.  6  of  February  4th,  1862,  and 
No.  13  of  February  24,  1862,)  leaving  No.  6  confidentially  in  his  hands  to  be 
used  as  he  might  see  fit. 

Mr.  Banuelos  thought  I  should  get  all  I  asked  except  the  detention  by  the 
Spanish  authorities  of  the  Stonewall  in  the  port,  because,  he  said,  the  batteries 
there  were  old  and  armed  with  old-fashioned  artillery,  and  what  could  the  au- 
thorities do  ?  If  the  iron-dad  chose  to  leave,  they  had  not  the  material  power 
sufficient  to  stop  her.  I  said  that  their  responsibility  would  be  covered  if  they 
made  the  attempt,  and  I  should  be  satisfied  with  the  order  for  detention  if  it 
were  executed  in  good  faith,  whatever  might  be  the  result*  I  had  no  idea  the 
ram  would  attempt  to  force  her  way  out  against  the  authority  of  a  royal  order 
for  her  detention. 

Returning  from  this  interview,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Bieelow  the  telegram  No.  15, 
in  which  I  informed  him  that  the  Stonewall  was  detained  provisionally ;  that 
Mr.  Mercier  had  no  instructions,  and  begged  him  to  see  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuyn, 
and  I  would  detain  the  ram  till  instructions  could  arrive. 

I  beg  leave  thus  to  submit  the  history  of  this  case  up  to  the  night  of  the  7th 
instant,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain,  widi  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 
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^  [Telegrams  with  despatch  164. — ^Translation.] 

No.  1. 

CORUKNA,  Februarff  4,  1865. 
To  the  Charge  (PAfaire$  of  the  United  States: 

Having  energetioallj  protested  to  the  anthorities  of  Coninna  and  Ferrol,  the  Stonewall  went 
off  to-day  to  Ferrol.    Connt  on  mj  fiaithfolness.    I  am  an  American  citisen. 

FUENTES,  Consular  Agent. 

No.  2. 

Ferrol,  Fdruary  4,  1865. 
To  the  United  States  Ambassador: 

At  this  moment  the  armor-clad  confederate  brig  Stonewall,  of  300  horse-power,  3  gons, 
Commander  V.  G.  Page,  crew  79,  from  Copoohagen  and  Corunna,  bound  for  America,  has 
amved,    I  ask  prompt  instructions. 

FERNANDEZ. 

No.  3. 

Cadiz,  February  7,  1865. 
American  Minister : 

The  two  despatches  received  and  delivered.    The  captain  has  gone  to  Yig 


Vigo. 
EG 


GGLESTON. 


No.  4. 

Ferrol,  February  5,  1865. 
Ckargi  d*  Affaires  of  the  United  Slates  at  Madrid  : 

StonewaU  in  bad  condition;  cannot  proceed.  Work  suspended  until  decision  of  govern* 
ment.    A  vessel  of  U.  C.  M.  in  guard.    I  have  protested  as  you  instructed  me. 

CONSUL, 

No.  5. 

Paris,  February  5,  1865. 
United  States  Legation  at  Madrid: 

Stonewall  built  at  Bordeaux,  refused  bj  Denmark,  equipped  for  confederates  and  driven 
from  Quiberon.  France  pursues  her.  Seek  Kercier  and  detain  the  steamer.  Letter  by 
mail. 


No.  6. 

Charge  d*  Affaires  of  tht  Unked  States  at  Madrid : 
Stonewall  repairing  damages  at  the  arsenal. 


BIGELOW. 
Ferrol,  February  6,  1865. 
FERNANDEZ,  Consul. 


No.  7. 
•  Ferrol,  February  7,  1865. 

The  royal  order  is  complied  with.    Not  posnble  for  Stonewall  to  go  to  sea  in  the  condition 
in  which  she  is,  according  to  advices. 

CONSUL  FERNANDEZ. 


No.  8. 
[Telegram.— Lisbon,  February  8,  1865.] 
Horatio  Perry.  American  Legation,  Madrid: 

Have  you  precise  information  as  to  rebel  cruiser  reported  at  Ferrol  and  Vigo?    Are  yira 
sore  as  to  Shenandoah  ? 

The  Sacramento  entered  here  partially  disabled,  en  route  to  Vigo. 

HARVEY. 
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No.  9. 
TTelegram.— LiBbon,  Febmaiy  9, 1865.] 
Horatio  Perry ^  Ameritan  Legation,  Madrid: 
Please  keep  me  fally  informed  abont  movements  of  corsiur  at  Ferrol. 


JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 


No.  10. 

[Telegram.— February  4,  1865—6  p.  m.] 

[OfficiaL^Translation.  ] 

To  the  Coneular  Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Ferrol : 

Protest  with  energy  and  persistence  before  the  local  authorities  against  eyerv  kind  of  re- 
peiiiB  and  succor  for  the  corsair,  as  contrary  to  the  roval  decree  of  «June  17,  1861,  and  offsn- 
sive  to  the  gOTernment  of  the  United  States,  with  which  Spain  is  at  peace. 

PERKY,  Charge  d'Afi ' 


No.  11. 

[Telegram.— Febmaiy  6,  1865—5  a.  m.] 

To  the  Consul  ef  the  United  States,  Qjaeenstown,  Cork  : 

The  iron-clad  confederate  steamer  Stonewall,  Commander  Y.  G.  Page,  3  guns,  300  horse' 
power,  crew  79  men,  from  Copenhagen  for  America,  is  stopped  at  Ferrol  to  repair  damages 

HORATIO  f.  PERRY. 
The  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington. 


No.  12. 
[Telegram.— February  5,  1865—5  a.  m.  ] 

To  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London : 

The  iron-clad  confederate  steamer  Stonewall,  Commander  V.  G.  Page,  3  g^uns,  300  horse- 
power, crew  79  men,  from  Copenhagen  for  America,  is  stopped  at  Ferrol  to  repair  damages. 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 


No.  13. 

[Telegram. — ^FebruaiyS,  1865—5  a  m.*) 

Charge  d*  Affaires  of  the  United  States,  Paris : 

It  is  the  iron-clad  steamer  Stonewall,  Captain  Y.  G.  Page,  3  guns,  300  horse> power,  79 
mev,  from  Copenhagen  for  America,  at  the  Ferrol  arsenal  asking  i^r  repairs. 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

No.  14. 

[Telegram.- February  7,  1865—8  o'clock  a.  m.] 

United  States  Consular  Agent  at  Ferrol : 

To^ay  countermand  last  evening's  order  issued  to  suspend  wholly  works  on  the  Stone- 
wall   Make  this  known  to  the  authorities,  renewing  your  protest. 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY, 

Churgi  d'  Affaires. 

No.  15. 

[Telegram.- February  7, 1865—5  p.  m.l 

United  States  Chargi  d' Affaires,  Paris  : 

Stonewall  nrovision  ally  under  detention.  Mereier  is  without  instructions.  Seek  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys.  I  can  detain  the  corsair  until  instructions  arrive.  Your  despatch  and  letter  re- 
ceived.   Thanks. 

PERRY,  Chargi  d' Affaires, 
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No.  16. 

[Td^gnun.— Febrttaiy  8,  186&— 0  a.  m.] 
To  United  States  Chargi  tTAffairei,  Paris : 

The  Stoxkewall  is  the  same  as  what  was- called  the  Stoerkodder  at  Bordeanz,  and  Olinde 
«l  Qoiberon.    Her  crew  is  the  eld  erew  of  the  corsair  Florida. 

PERRY,  Chargdd'Affairts. 


[Kote  to  Spanish  gorenounent.— Translatioir  to  be  considered  as  original.] 

Legatiok  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid, 

Madrid,  February  5,  1865. 

,SlR:  I  make  known  to  joor  exceUency  that  I  was  misinformed  yesterdaj,  and  tfa&t, 
•cconfin^  to  my  later  information,  the  vessel  which  was  at  Conmna  is  not  the  same  which 
was  equipped  in  the  waters  of  the  Canary  islands. 

This  one  is  an  iron^dad  steamer  of  three  guns  and  three  hundred  horse-power,  with  a  crew 
of  seventy-nine  men.  She  comes  from  Copenhagen,  bound  for  America,  and  was  moved 
yesterday  from  Comnna  to  Ferrol  in  search  of  repairs  which  she  needs. 

That  portion  of  my  note  of  yesterday  is,  therefore,  without  effect,  which  supposed  that  this 
vessel  had  already  ^violated  a  municipal  law  of  Spain,  which  was  cited ;  although  the  text  ot 
that  law,  and  its  meaning,  if  it  were  to  be  executed  in  any  case,  are  not  in  accordance  with  • 
international  law,  which  is  that  to  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  attends  in  its 
felations  with  the  government  of  her  Mi^esty. 

We  must,  tiierefore,  in  considering  the  question  presented  by  the  presence  of  this  war 
vessel  in  the  port  of  Ferrol,  limit  ourselves  to  its  international  aspect,  and  to  what  is  exacted 
by  the  relations  of  peace  and  friendship  existing  between  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  her  Majes^. 

And  your  excellency  will  allow  me  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  contents  of  my  note  of 
the  Idth  January,  18^  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  express  to  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes  the 
expediency  that  what  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  corsair  Sumter  at  Cadiz  should  not 
serve  as  a  preoedent  for  her  Muesty's  government  in  subsequent  cases ;  and  also  to  my  note 
of  the  22d  March,  1862.  in  which  I  made  known  to  that  minister  the  approval  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  or  all  that  I  had  before  said,  with  the  further  instruction,  as  regards  the 
royal  decree  of  June  17, 1861,  that,  although  the  United  States  had  continually  protested  and 
^d  not  now  acquiesce  in  the  resolution  of  the  Spanish  government  to  treat  the  insurgents  as 
belligerents,  nevertheless,  for  the  many  reasons  set  forth  in  those  two  notes,  they  had  not 
determined  for  this  cause  to  break  off  their  ancient  relations  of  friendship  with  Spain. 

Thus  the  ^vemment  of  die  United  States  submitted  to  the  isolated  fact  of  what  was  done 
for  the  first  time  in  the  case  of  the  Sumter,  protesting  against  its  repetition  and  against  the 
law  set  forth  in  the  royid  decree  of  the  17th  ox  June,  according  to  which  that  case  was  decided. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  I  venture  anything  in  foreseeing  that,  in  the  case  before  us,  another 
resolution  like  that  of  the  Sumter  would  not  be  acquiesced  in  by  my  government.        * 

It  is  true  that  at  first  various  nations  declared  the  insurgents  of  my  country  belligerents, 
but  those  who  began  in  that  mistaken  way  have  already  modified  their  pracUce  so  as  to  put 
it  more  in  harmony  with  the  rules  of  food  international  law  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  never  ceased  to  invoke. 

The  action  of  Spain  is  independent,  and  will  b^  guided  by  whatsoever  recommends  itself 
most  to  the  sentiment  of  justice  in  her  government 

But  as  I  am  confident  your  excellency  is  not  less  disposed  to  recogrnize  the  principles  of  right, 
which  favor  the  United  States  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  uan  the  ministers  of  other 
maritime  powers,  it  will  not  be  out  of  putce  to  cite  some  recent  cases  which  have  happened 
-in  England  and  France. 

The  government  of  England  has  arrested  in  her  ports,  at  the  instance  of  the  minister  of 
the  United  States,  two  iron-clad  steamers  belonging  to  the  insurgents  of  my  country,  and, 
not  finding  in  the  English  legislation  any  better  means  of  complving  with  its  obligations 
towards  my  government  on  the  one  hand  and  towards  the  rights  of  property  in  private  per- 
sons on  the  other,  paid  from  its  treasury  the  just  price  of  the  vessels  to  their  owners,  and 
incorporated  them  mto  its  navy. 

The  government  of  France  also  detained  the  vessels  which  belonged  to  these  insurgents 
in  the  ports  qf  France. 

But  the  case  most  similar  to  that  of  the  vessel  jiow  in  the  port  of  Ferrol  is  that  of  the  Bap- 
pahannock,  formerly  the  Yiotoi^  of  the  royal  navy  of  Enffland.  This  ship-of-war  was  sold 
Dy  the  English  admiralty  for  some  defects,  and  purchased  ostensibly  by  private  persons  to 
go,  as  they  said,  to  China.  Afterwards  it  was  Known  ^hat  the  true  purchasers  were  the 
American  insurgents,  and  tbe  English  government  gave  orders  to  detain  the  vessel;  but  she 
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effected  her  escape  from  the  Thames,  and,  onoe  on  the  open  sea,  hoisted  the  insurgent  HtLg, 
changed  her  name,  her  officers  pat  on  uniform,  her  crew  were  pnt  under  militarj  discipline, 
and,  after  crossing  the  sea,  she  entered  the  port  of  Calais  as  a  vessel-of-war  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  of  America,  her  officers  hearing  the  commissions  and  instructions  of  thai 
supposed  government,  and  she  began  to  make  such  repairs  as  she  needed  in  her  machinery. 
But  the  government  of  France,  at  the  instance  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States, 
not  feeling  disposed  that  a  warlike  expedition  against  the  United  States  should  start  from  its 
ports,  aiTested  this  vessel  bj  th^  simple  plan  of  anchoring  a  French  vessel-of-war  across  her. 
Dows,  with  orders  not  fb  allow  her  to  move ;  and  there  the  Rappahannock  remains  to  this  day. 
Your  excellency  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that,  according  to  the  well-established  law  of 
nations,  unless  the  government  of  Spain  is  resolved  to  recognize  the  insurgents  of  the  United 
States  as  a  sovereign  and  independent  government,  it  cannot  permit  any  expedition  hostile 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  leave  the  Spanish  ports,  after  advice  of  its  existence 
and  intention,  without  becoming  a  party  to  the  intestine  struggle  there  carried  on.  It  is  not 
right  to  declare  them  belligerents,  and  concede  to  them  the  rights  of  sovereignty  under  another 
name,  taking  ground  as  a  neutral  between  two  sovereign  powers  at  war,  whose  vessels  would 
th^  have  an  equal  right  to  consideration  and  hospitality  in  Spanish  ports.  At  the  begin- 
ning, the  great  extent  of  this  rebellion,  its  military  power,  which  to  tne  nations  of  Europe 
appeared  sufficient  to  assure  success,  the  quasi  frontier  which  it  momentarily  proclaimed  and 
defended  against  the  power  of  the  government,  and  the  seaports  it  also  possessed  and 
defended,  may  have  been  motives  for  an  error  of  appreciation  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  treated  as  an  error  and  combated  with  diplomatic  protests,  trusting  in  the 
march  of  events  to  dispel  the  illusions  of  other  governments. 
But  to-day  the  facts  are  different    Now  there  is  not  a  State  of  the  so-called  Cofederate 

,  States  where  the  flag  of  the  government  is  not  displayed  and  sustained  by  superior  forces ; 

'there  is  no  frontier;  more  than  half  the  torritory  of  the  so-called  confederacy  is  definitively 
pacificated  and  obedient  to  the  government  at  Washing^n.  With  the  capture  of  the  port  of 
Wilmington,  the  insurrection  has  lost  its  only  remuning  seaport.  Of  all  the  imposing  hosts 
it  has  put  under  arms,  one  sole  army  still  holds  firm  and  •defends  in  its  trenches  the  city  of 
Richmond.  # 

If,  under  these  circumstances,  the  government  of  her  Majesty  shall  concede  practically, 
and  under  whatsoever  name,  the  rights  of  sovereinity  to  the  revolutionary  junta  ncrw  passing 
its  last  winter  at  Richmond,  your  excellency  will  recognize,  at  least,  that  the  motive  which 
existed  at  first  in  the  false  appearance  of  the  fiEuits,  and  which  induced  my  government  to 
treat  with  a  certain  forbearance  the  error  into  which  European  governments  fell  mistakenly, 
cannot  now  be  alleged ;  and  your  excellency  will  understand  my  just  apprehension  that  the 

fovemment  of  the  united  States  may  not  cobsent,  on  their  side,  to  look  at  things  as  they 
id  at  first  But  if  that  conflict  is  reduced  already,  beyond  a  doubt,  to  the  rank  of  an  insur- 
rection aeainst  the  government,  which  the  government  overpowers;  if  there  is  no  motive, 
eiUier  real  or  apparent,  to  concede  to  that  junta  the  rights  and  considerations  of  sovereij^ty 
in  the  anticipation  that  they  would  establish  it ;  if  they  have  no  longer  any  port  in  which  a 
yessel  may  take  refuge,  and  no  hope  of  recovering  any,  then  the  recognised  principldSs  teach 
us  that  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  allow  any  armed  expedition,  hostile  to  the  govern 
ment  of  the  Unitoa  States,  to  leave  her  own  ports  without  becoming  a  party  in  the  intestine 
struggle  which  still  continues  in  that  nation.  And  it  is  no  matter  how  tne  warlike  expedition 
came  to  find  itself  within  the  Spanish  jurisdiction,  it  shall  be  because  it  could  not  keep  the 
seas;  Ihe  right  of  asylum  ana  refu^  is  not  denied  to  the  Spanish  government,  but  the 
expedition  cannot  again  leave  this  junsdiction,  preserving  its  character  of  an  organized  force 
seeking  occasion  to  commit  hostilities  against  tne  government  of*  the  United  States,  without 
involving  the  responsibility  of  the  government  of  Spain  It  is  the  same  case  as  if  an  anorad 
band  in  insurrection  against  the  government  of  France  should  take  refuge  across  the  Span- 
ish frontier.  Spain  may  exact  that  it  shall  not  be  pursued  within  her  jurisdiction,  but  she 
will  have  also  the  corresponding  obli^tion  to  not  allow  it  to  leave  her  jurisdiction  again  as 
an  armed  force  to  continue  its  hostilities  against  %  government  with  which  Spain  is  at  peace. 
And  it  is  not  true  that  in  so  doing  the  government  of  Spain  would  be  performing  the  duty  of 
.the  French  police;  it  is  only  that  Spain  would  thus  avoid  giving  just  motive  to  the  govern- 
ment of  France  to  penetrate  within  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  to  perform  the  proper  duty  of* 
the  police  of  Spain. 

And  here  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  decision  of  the 
English  tribunal  to  which  the  Queen*s  government  had  submitted  a  new  point  in  the  law  of 
nations.  This  tribunal  has  decided  that  although  it  might  be  sufficient  to  disarm  an  ordi- 
nary vessel,  take  away  her  guns  and  warlike  stores,  in  order  to  take  away  her  distinctive 
character,  it  is  not  so  in  the  case  of  iron-clad  ships ;  here  the  hull  of  the  vessel  itself  is  a 
machine  of  war,  it  has  no  other  possible  object  in  application,  it  does  not  serve  for  peace  in 
any  way,  and  it  is,  therefore,  in  the  same  case  as  the  cannon  themselves.  Thus  it  must  be 
abandoned  by  the  band  of  insurgents  who  have  it  in  hand  with  hostile  intent  against  a 
^endly  government  in  the  same  way  and  wherever  a  cannon  wonld  be. 

Your  excellency  will  consider  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  government  of  her  M^'csty,  is 
most  in  accordance  with  justice,  aM  with  that  correspondence,  which  I  flatter  myself  I  shall 
find  in  your  excellency,  to  the  sentiments  of  sincere,  loyal,  and  complete  friendship,  and  I 
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• 
will  even  saj  decided  kindly  STmpatbies,  which  animate  the  ffoyemment  and  people  of  the 
United  States  towards  that  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  noble  Spanish  nation. 

It  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  contributing  on  4ny  part  what  I  can  and  ought,  so  that  the 
resolution  of  the  disagreeable  que8|k)n  presented  oy  the  visit  of  the  Stonewall  in  this 
jurisdiction  may  be  the  proper  one  Rat  I  claim  now  in  the  name  of  my  government,  pro- 
visionally and  until  I  can  receive  its  special  instructions  referring  to  this  case,  that  this  vessel 
shall  not  receive  within  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  any  repairs  whatsoever,  whether  it  be  in  the 
hull  of  the  vessel  or  ih  her  machinery,  or  in  her  armament  and  warli^  equipments,  and,  in 
g^eral,  that  her  means  for  doing  injury  on  the  seas  to  the  government  of  the  Ignited  States 
and  to  those  who  jnay  be  under  if^  flag  shall  not  be  augmented  or  bettered  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree ;  that  she  shall  not  be  permitted  to  increase  her  stores  of  coal  or  of  provisions,  receiving  of 
these  only  enough  to  maintain  her  crew  from  day  to  day  while  she  may  remain  in  jport,  out 
in  no  manner  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  continue  with  the  supplies  she  may  receive  in  Spain  h6T 
hostile  enterprises  against  my  government ;  and,  finally,  that  this  vessel  be  detained  by  the 
government  in  whose  jurisdiction  she  is  until  she  shall  be  deprived,  both  vessel  and  crew, 
of  their  character  of  an  armed  and  organized  expedition,  ready  to  leave  the  territory  of 
Spain  to  make  war,  under  an  unrecognized  flag,  against  the  government  I  represent. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to*  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  xhj  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

His  Excellency  the  ^NiSTER  OF  State 

Of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 


C. 

Ccny  of  a  draught  of  a  noit  to  the  Spanish  government,  prepared  and  handed  to  Mr^  Banuelos 
by  Mr.  Ptiffy  on  the  7th  of  February,  in  pursuance  of  an  understanding  arrived  at  on  the 
eth  of  February.  ^ 

Sir  :  It  is  my  duty  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  vessel  reported  in  my  note  of  the 
4th  instant  turns  out  to  be  a  new  iron-clad  ram,  of  300  horse-power  and  throe  guns,  which  has 
escaped  from  the  waters  of  France,  not  yet  complete,  and  nas  entered  the  waters  pf  Spain 
for  tne  purpose  of  completing  at  the  arsenal  of  the  Ferrol  her  preparations  to  make  war  upon 
the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

Her  nistory,  as  I  am  informed,  is  as  follows :  She  was  built  at  Bordeaux  for  American  in- 
surgents, but  before  she  was  complete  the  government  of  France,  at  the  instance  of  the 
representative  of  the  United  States,  took  effective  measuies  to  prevent  her  leaving  that  port 
as  long  as  she  was  the  property  of  those  insurgents. 

She  was  then  sold  to  the  Danish  government,  and' went  to  Copenhagen.  But  upon  in- 
spection she  was  refused  by  that  government,  and  she  started  again  for  France,  with  a  small 
crew,  ostensibly  to  be  delivered  back  again  to  her  builders. 

But  she  seems  meantime  to  have  again  become  th^  property  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States ;  how  and  when  I  am  not  informed.  Insteaa  ot  going  to  Bordeaux  she  went, 
tiderofore,  to  a  retired  rendezvous  on  the  French  coast,  where  an  En^ish  steamer  met  her  and 
pat  a  warlike  crew  aboard,  when  she  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  insurgents  and  started  fof  Ferrol 
to  complete  the  preparations  which  she  needed  to  become  an  efficient  vessel-of-war. 

Your  excellency  will  allow  me  to  express  my  firm  conviction  that  she  has  mistaken  her 
course,  and  that  she  will  find  the  government  of  her  Ca'tholic  Majesty  no  better  disposed  than 
that  of  France  to  permit  her  ports  and  arsenals  to  be  the  scene  of  warlike  preparations  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  * 

Against  the  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  belligerents  in  the  roval  decree  of  June  17, 
1861,  my  government  has  constantly  protested,  as  weU  as  against  the  manner  in  which  it 
wafl  interpreted  in  the  case  of  the  Sumter  at  Cadiz,  as  not  in  accordance  with  the  sound  prin- 
ciples of  intemfbtional  law. 

But  even  the  1st  article  of  that  decree  itself  prohibited  entirely  to  fit  out,  provision  or 
equip  any  privateer  in  the  ports  of  her  Majesty. 

It  seems  the  Stonewall  has  never  yet  been  completely  fitted  out,  provisioned  or  equipped 
to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  has  not  yet  begun  her  hostile  operations  against 
the  United  States. 

She  has  come  into  a  Spanish  port  to  complete  those  preparations  of  which  she  has  need> 
and  which  she  would  not  be  allowed  to  complete  in  France.  This  briiigs  her  clearly  within 
the  text  and  meaning  of  the  1st  article  of  the  royal  decree  of  June  17,  1^1,  and  nothing  can 
be  done  in  the  way  of  fitting  out,  provisioning,  equipping  or  getting  that  vessel  ready  for 
sea,  without  directlv  violating  the  terms  of  that  decree. 

And  here  I  may  be  idlowed  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  a  case  precisely  similar 
in  its  circumstances  which  happened  in  France  more  than  a  year  since.  The  facts  are  stated 
by  the  solicitor  general  of  England  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  vs.  Rumble,  as  follows: 

The  Victor  was  an  English  war  steamer,  sold  by  the  admiralty  for  some  defect  and  purchased 
by  private  persons  to  go,  aa  they  said,  to  China.    But  it  was  afterwards  known  that  the  real 
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piirchasen  were  the  Amefican  insYUgents,  and  the  English  gorenimeBt  eaye  arden  to  detain 
the  yessel.  The  owners,  however,  received  inte)lif;ence  in  time,  and  the  ship  escaped  finom 
the  Thames,  eoing  to  sea  before  certain  repairs  which  she  needed  were  completed.  Once  on 
the  open  sea  she  hoisted  the  insurgent  flag,  cnan^^  he|^ame  to  the  Rappahannock,  her  officers 
put  on  a  uniform,  her  crew  were  put  under  miktaiy  dsciplin^  and  %ner  crossing  the  sea  die 
entered  the  French  port  of  Calais  as  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of 
America,  and  begun  to  make  the  repairs  in  which  she  stood  in  need.  But  here  the  govern- 
ment of  France  intervened,  and,  not  feeling  disposed  to  permit  that  a  French  port  should  be 
made  the  scene  of  hostile  pr^arations  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  stopped 
these  repairs  and  stopped  the  vessel,  by.  me  simple  plan  of  anchoring  a  French  vessel-ot-war 
across  her  bows,  and  the  Bappahannock  remains  in  that  state  to  this  daj. 

Tour  excellency  will  not  fau  to  remark  the  precise  similarity  of  this  case  with  that  of  tbe 
so-called  Stonewall  now  at  FerroL 

But  there  is  another  point  which  makes  the  case  still  stronger  aefunst  the  StonewalL  This 
ship  now  in  a  Spanish  port  is  an  iron-dad  vessel,  while  the  Bappanannock  is  simply  a  wooden 
ship.  The  government  of  £ng:land  has  recently  decided,  according  to  the  decision  of  its 
competent  tnbunal,  this  new  point  in  the  law  of  nations,  that,  although  it  might  be  sufficient 
to  disarm  an  ordinary  vessel,  take  away  her.  cannon  and  warlike  stores  to  change  her  dis- 
tinctive character  and  reduce  her  to  the  condition  of  a  peaceful  ship,  this  is  not  so  in  the 
case  of  an  iron-clad  vesseL  Here  the  body  of  the  ship  itself,  the  machinery  which  ^oves  it, 
the  rudder  which  guides  its  course,  in  fitct  every  part  of  the  ship,  is  itself  altogether  a  machine 
of  war.  It  has  no  other  object  nor  at>plication  possible.  It  cannot  terve  for  peaceful  pur- 
poses in  any  way.  Take  away  the  cannons,  and  the  ship  still  retains  perhaps  h^  chief  means 
of  offensive  and  deiensive  war.  She  can  run  down  ner  antogonist,  wtdle  she  is  herself 
protected  from  his  shot  by  her  iron  armor. 

It  was  in  this  wav  that  the  frigate  Cumberland  was  sunk  by  the  MerAmack,  in  the  fixsl 
battle  recorded  in  which  an  iron-clad  ship  took  part  Therefore,  according  to  the  decision  of 
the  English  tribunal  and  government  in  tbe  case  of  iron-dad  ships,  the  whole  vessel  masi 
be  treated  as  a  machine  ofwar,  and  no  part  of  it,  as  long  as  it  is  connected  witl^  the  iron-clad 
hull,  can  be  considered  ifbder  any  circumstances  as  hf«|ng  any  application  for  the  purposes 
of  peace. 

Your  excellenoy  will  not  fall  to  see  the  force  of  these  reasons ;  and  diough  tbe  action  of  the 
Spanish  government  will  be  entirely  independent  of  those  of  England  and  France,  still,  as 
Uiose  governments  were  first  to  recognize  belligerent  rights  in  the  insurgents  of  the  United 
States,  it  cannot  be  out  of  place  to  die  their  decisions  in  the  cases  whi(£  have  occurred  in 
those  coimtries,  and^also  the  measures  taken  by  those  governments  in  view  of  the  reclamations 
of  the  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  my  pleasing  duty  thus  far  to.  report  to  my  government  the  kind  and  friendlj 
disposition  of  the  government  of  Spain,  thoueh  in  the  begiiming  of  tbe  intestine  conflict  in  my 
country  she  followed  the  example  of  Englana  and  France  and  declared  herself  neutral,  while 
wepersisted  in  treating  her  as  a  friendly  power. 

Tne  struggle,  which  at  that  time  appeared  to  European  nations  as  destined  to  separate  tbe 
United  States  into  two  or  more  nations,  is  now  drawing  to  a  close.  Hiat  powerful  faction 
which  begun  by  attacking  the  soveoeignty  of  Spain  in  her  American  possessions,  and  subse- 

auently,  when  they  were  thwarted  in  their  filibustering  schemes,  turned  thdr  arms  against 
le  government  of  the  itnited  States  itself,  is  already  hopelessly  defeated. 

More  than  hfdf  the  territory  embraced  in  the  so-called  confederation  of  rebel  Stales  is 
alreftdy  definitely  pacified  and  obedient  to  the  government  at  Washington.  There  is  now  no  Stale 
in  which  the  flag  of  the  government  is  not  msplayed  and  sustained  by  superior  forces.  The 
faction  has  lost  its  last  seaport.  Ko  vessd  under  its  flag  can  ever  again  enter  its  ports.  They 
are  hoiceforth  rovers  without  a  home.  Of  all  the  imposing  forces  put  under  arms  by  tha 
fiiction,  one  army  only  still  holds  and*  defends  in  its  trenches  the  city  of  Bichmond ;  but  the 
position  of  this  army  is  evei^  day^more  critical,  and  it  is  already  as  certain  as  anvthing  in 
war  can  be  that  the  revolutionary  junta  is  now  passing  the  last  winter  of  its  existence  in 
Bichmond. 

Why  ehould  not  Sp^n,  whose  interests  are  entirely  harmonious  with  those  of  Hie  United 
States,  whose  increasmg  power  and  prosperity  ue  a  source  of  unf^gned  satisfac^on  to  the 
United  States,  whose  position  as  a  first-rate  power  would  be  hail^  by  us  with  unmixed 
pleasure — ^why  should  not  Spam  take  the  opportunity  presented  by  the  visit  of  this  corsair 
to  spontaneously  review  the  basis  of  her  declaration  of  neutrality  made  in  1861,  more  or  less 
in  accordance  with  the  action  of  other  powers,  and  be  the  first  now  to  plant  heraelf  fnuikly 
on  the  basis  of  friendship  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States,  not  recognizing  nor 
eonceding  to  the  revdutiona^  cabal  at  Bichmond  the  rights  which  bel<mg  only  to  sore- 
reigpiy  under  any  name  or  designation  whatsoever  7 

But  while  I  thus  cherish  what  may  not  be  mor^  than  a  hope,  bom  of  that  noble  exhibition 
of  jmtriotic  indignation  with  which  the  people  and  press  of  Spiun  denounced  the  supposed 
recognition  of  belligerent  rights  in  the  insurgents  of^  Santo  Domingo,  made,  as  was  errolie- 
eusly  st&ted  by  the  Unitea  States,  in  accord  with  England,  I  am  at  the  same  time  certain 
that  the  Spanish  government  Vill  at  least  take  measures  so  that  the  treatment  accorded  to  the 
oorsur  now  at  Ferrol  shall  not  be  less  favorable  to  the  Uiiited  States  than  the  conduct  heie- 
lofiyre  nh«ArvAa  by  the  govemmsnti  of  England  and  France  in  oases  niecisdy  similar. 
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Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seteard. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  165.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Madridi  February^  1865. 

Sib  :  I  take  up  the  relation  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  rebel 
ram  Stonewall,  where  it  was  left  by  mj  No.  164,  of  the  8th  instant. 

On  that  day,  in  the  morning,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Bigelow  the  tele^am  No.  16, 
enclosed  in  despatch  No.  164,  informing  him  that  the  Stonewall  is  the  same 
ship  which  was  called  Stoerkodder  at  Bordeaux,  and  Olinde  in  the  baj  of 
Qaiberon,  and*  that  she  is  manned  by  the  old  crew  of  the  pirate  Florida.  In 
the  afternoon  I  received  a  tel^ram  from  Mr.  Harvey,  at  Lisbon,  saying  that 
Ae  Sacramento  had  entered  that  port,  and  askmg  for  information.  This  tele- 
gram was  also  forwarded  with  despatch  No.  164. 

•  •••,•• 

I  received  also  a  commnnicntion  from  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Parici,  dated  5th  instant, 
giving  me  important  information,  to  which  1  replied  in  the  evening  of  this  day, 
and  ^g  to  call  yonr  especial  notice  to  the  copies  of  these  documents,  which  go 
enclosed.  My  own  letter,  February  8,  was  the  exact  statement  of  the  state  of 
this  business  at  the  time  it  was  written,  as  well  as  an  expression  of  my  own 
idea  of  what  the  government  of  France  was  called  upon  to  do  in  view  of  the 
facts  as  reported  to  this  legation. 

I  had  in  fact  seen  Mr.  Banuelos  the  same  afternoon,  and  had  received  i^m 
him  the  statement  that  he  had  shown  your  despatch  l7o.  6,  of  February  4, 1862, 
to  Mr.  Benavides,  who  had  found  it  excellent;  that  the  draught  of  a  note  I  had 
also  left  with  him  the  day  before  was  very  good  and  entirely  acceptable ;  that 
it  was  decided  there  should  be  no  repairs  on  the  Stonewall,  but  the  Spanish 
government  could  not  undef  take  to  arrest  her  definitively  in  their  port,  first, 
because  they  had  not  the  material  power  to  to  do  it,  and,  second,  because  they  * 
did  not  think  they  had  a  right  to  do  it»  If  they  let  her  go  awav  in  precisely 
the  same  condition  in  which  she  was  when  she  entered  the  Spanish  jurisdiction , 
they  were  noV  responsible  for  anything  this  ship  might  do  afterwards. 

This  was  what  they  would  do.  He  would  send  me  back  my  draught  of  a  note, 
which  I  might  sign  under  the  same  date  as  the  one  it  was  to  replace,  and  with- 
drawing the  latter,  the  whole  matter  would  be  arranged.  I  confess  that  having 
obtained  this  much,  (apparently,)  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  press  the  extreme 
point  of  definitive  detention  of  this  ship,  by  the  direct  exercise  of  the  authority 
of  the  Spanish  government. 

I  had  put  it  into  my  note  of  the  5th  instant,  in  order  to  cover  the  whole 
ground  which  my  government  might  wish  to  occupy,  in  case  this  question  should 
not  be  resolved  to  my  satisfaction.  But  I  had  the  consul's  report  that  the  Stone- 
wall could  not  sail,  in  point  of  fact,  unless  the  repairs  were  made,  and  I  ponfess 
I  would  have  dropped  that  point  of  theoretical  right,  and  contented  myself  with 
the  practical  result  of  no  repairs,  if  the  Spanish  government  had  itself  fulfilled 
what  I  was  that  afternoon  led  to  expect. 

On  the  9th  of  February  I  sent  to  the  consular  agent  at  Ferrol  a  telegram,  in 
which  I  authorized  him  to  employ  what  people  he  might  need  to  watch  the 
ram  and  see  that  she  made  no  repairs,  that  she  took  no  coals,  nor  provisions 
and  water,  except  what  might  be  necessary  to  keep  her  crew  firom  day  to  day, 
&C.9  ordering  him  to  do  all  in  good  accord  with  the  authorities  of  the  port,  and 
announcing  a  letter  of  creditby  mail  to  cover  the  expenses  of  this  service. 

•  •  *         •  •  •  • 
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I  am  forced  to  close  here  to  save  the  mail,  enclosing  oopj  of  my  protest,* 
night  of  9th  instant,  to  be  explained  in  next  despatch. 
Bespectfolly,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Bigeiowto  Mr,  P4rrff, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  5,  1865. 

Sir:  The  confederate  steamer  Stonewall,  referred  to  in  your  telegram  received  this  mom- 
VDg,  is  nndoubtedlj  one  of  the  rams  built  at  Bordeaux^  oriffinallj  for  the  ipnfederates  but 
ultimately  sold  conditionally  to  the  Danish  govemment.  She  left  Bordeaux  last  September 
for  Copeuhafff'n,  but  not  answering  to  the  specification  of  the  contract,  was  refused.  She 
left,  as  was  gvren  out  to  the  public,  and  stated  in  the  shipping  articles  of  the  crew,  for  Bor- 
deaux, early  in  January,  with  a  Danish  crew  shipped  by  Amous  de  la  Bividre,  (the  asent 
of  the  builaer,  M.  Annan,)  who  accompanied  her  to  Copenhagen  and  returned  with  her. 
She  stopped  in  the  bay  of  Quiberon,  just  inside  the  isle  of  Houat,  where  she  dischar(|red  her 
Danish  crew,  and  receiyed  at  the  same  time  from  the  Duke  of  Bichmond,  an  English  steamer, 
a  crew,  g^ns,  and  munitions  of  all  kinds.  From  a  steam-tug  sent  firom  St.  Nazaire  she  also 
received  30  tons  of  coal,  which  replaced  wha^  had  been  consumed  on  her  voyage  from  Co- 
penha^n,  where  she  had  also  taken  thirty  tons,  that  bein^  the  extent  of  her  capacity  at  that 
time,  from  which  I  infer  that  she  left  Bordeaux  full  of  coiu,  and  that  her  final  destination  for 
the  confederates  was  planned  before  she  left  Bordeaux. 

The  name  she  bore  when  she  left  Bordeaux  was  the  Stoerkodder ;  ^afler  passing  into  the 
confederate  hands,  as  I  i«esume  she  did  inunediately  after  clearing  at  Copennagen,  she  took 
the  name  of  Olinde,  which  she  bore  on  her  stem  wmle  lying  in  Quiberon  bay.  I  heard  a  re- 
port current  a  day  or  two  after  she  sailed  that  ffreat  things  were  expected  from  a  ram  which 
bad  just  Jeft  France,  called  the  Stonewall,  ana  that  the  utter  destruction  of  our  blockading 
fleet  off  Charleston  was  to  be  one  of  the  least  considerable  of  its  achievements. 

Of  the  identity  of  these  two  vessels  I  have  no  doubt,  nor  do  I  believe  any  is  entertained 
here,  either  in  the  department  of  marine  or  foreign  affiiirs,  both  of  which  I  visited  immedi- 
ately upon  the  receipt  of  vour  despatch. 

I  proposed  that  his  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  afibip  should  telegraph  this  afternoon 
to  his  minister  at  Madrid  to  ask  the  Spanish  ffovemment  to  detain  the  Stonewall,  at  least 
until  the  investigation  which  the  govemment  here  is  now  making  be  completed,  and  the 
guilty  parties,,  if  there  be  any,  to  3ie  equipment  of  this  vessel  in  French  waters,  be  ascer- 
tained. I  assured  him  that  our  legation  at  Madrid  would  unite  in  such,  an  application  if 
necessary.  • 

Unfortunately  he  had  not  yet  received  a  report  firom  the  department  of  marine,  without 
which  he  could  not  take  any  step  of  that  gravity. 

I  took  measures  to  have  the  report  of  the  minister  of  marine  reach  him  within  an  hour 
aft^  my  interview,  and  I  hope  that  one  of  the  results  of  a  perusal  of  the  evidence  will  be  a 
telegraphic  direction  this  afternoon  to  M.  Mercier  to  do  what  is  necessary  to  detain  the  vessel 

I  write  you  all  these  fiicts  in  detail  that  you  may  understand  the  position  which  Uie  French 

S»vemment  occupies,  and  to  suggest  that  you  put  yourself  at  once  in  relation  with  M. 
ercier,  and  urge  him  to  do  what  he  can  to  make  the  Spanish  govemment  seize  or  at  least 
detain  the  Stonewall.  The  more  France  can  be  made  to  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter, 
the  more  will  our  future  course  be  simplified. 

Should  M.  Mercier  receive  no  instmctions,  or  should  he  decline  to  act,  I  would  suggest 
that  you  make  the  application  in  behalf  of  your  own  govemment 

France  has  recently  furnished  Spain  an  excellent  precedent  for  such  a  step  in  the  case  of 
the  Rappahannock,  which  was  fraudulently  taken  from  English  waters  into  Calais,  to  be  fit- 
ted out  and  equipped  for  the  confederates.  This  govemment  refused  to  let  her  leave  upon 
grounds  which  ftpply^  with  exactness  to  the  case  of  the  Stonewall.  In  both  cases  they  ^t 
an  opportunity  of  n^ng  the  confederate  flag  by  a  fraud  upon  the  govemment  under  which 
thev  were  equipped  in  part.  France  refused  to  recognize  a  nationabty  acquired  in  that  way, 
.  and  the  Rappahannock  lies  at  Calais  to  this  day. 

Have  you  any  agent  at  Ferrol  t    If  not,  would  you  n^t  do  well  to  send  one  there  at  onoe  t 
.1  hope  you  will  keep  me' advised  of  the  movements  of  the  Stonewall  by  telegraph. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW,  Chargi. 
Horatio  J.  Perrt,  Esq., 

Secrttary  of  Legation, 

*  For  protest,  see  enclosure  to  despatch  from  Mr.  Perry^  No.  166. 
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D,  with  No.  166.     ♦ 

Jlfr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Fdnruary  8,  1865. 

Sir:  The' confederate  steamer  Stonewall,  now  at  Ferrol,  is  the  same  ship  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  the  5th  instant,  nnder  the  names  of  Stoerkodder  and  Olinde.  Mer  crew  is  reported 
by  my  consular  agent  at  Corunna  to  be  in  great  part  the  old  crew  of  the  pirate  Florida, 
lliis,  then,  is  an  armed  expedition,  begun  and  completed  in  the  waters  of  france  to  make 
war  upon  the  United  States.  • 

I  can  see  nothing  in  point  of  international  law  to  distinguish  this  from  the  expedition 
organized,  armed  and  equipped  in  the  Canadian  territory  of  England  to  carry  on  hostile 
operations  at  St.  Albans. 

The  Alabama  and  her  sister  ships  escaped  from  the  waters  of  England  unarmed  and  in  the 
guise  of  peaceful  vessels,  and  were  aimed  subsequently  out  of  English  jurisdiction.  But 
aside  from  the  Aict  that  a  steam-ram  cannot  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of  an  unarmed  ship, 
since  the  hull  itself  is  the  arm  both  for  offence  and  defence,  in  this  case  the  confederates 
seem  to  have  made  the  mistake  of  putting  the  crew  and  officers,  the  cannon,  coals,  and 
ammunition,  aboard  the  Stonewall  within  the  jurisdiction  of  France,  where  she  was  also  built. 
They  have  thus  involved  the  responsibility  of  the  imperial  government  in  a  way  which 
cannot  but  prove  prejudicial  to  themselves.  They  start  for  the  first  time  out  •f  the  juris- 
dictional waters  of  France,  fully  organized,  armed,  and  fitted,  to  make  war  upon  the  United 
States. 

The  complete  good  faith  and  the  executive  efficiency  with  which  the  Emperor's  government 
has  caused  the  decree  of  neutrality  to  be  obeyed  up  to  this  time,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  in  that  of  this  very  steam-ram,  until  the  rebels  found  means  to  deceive  the 
imperial  government  and  mock  its  authority,  makes  me  confident  that  when  vou  represent 
these  facts  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  with  your  accustomed  ability,  you  will  find  it  easy  to 
obtain  from  that  cleaf-headed  statesman  some  sufficent  action  designed  to  stop  the  career  of 
this  formidable  ship  before  she  has  an  opportunity  to  come  into  bostile  contact  with  the 
forces  or  the  ships  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  really  see  how  the  responsibility  of  the 
French  government  can  be  disengaged,  unless  some  adequate  effort  of  this  kind  is  made,  and 
made  promptly. 

Fortunately  the  ram  has  entered  the  arsenal  at  Ferrol  in  a  paitially  disabled  state,  and  our 
consular  f^ent  reports  that  she  cannot  keep  the  seas  till  she  is  repaired.  I  have  obtiuned 
from  the  Spanish  g'ovemment  positive  orders  that  these  repairs  shall  not  be  made ;  she  is 
closely  watched,  and  only  allowed  to  purchase  provisions,  &c.,  enough  to  maintain  her  crew 
from  day  to  day.  I  have  claimed  also  that  she  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  port 
at  all ;  but  I  am  informed  confidentially  that  if  the  ram  chooses  to  go,  there  is  not  power 
enough  in  the  batteries  and  vessels  in  the  port  to  stop  her.  She  is  detained,  however,  pro- 
visionally, so  far  as  orders  to  that  effect  can  detain  her.  I  have  the  second-class  screw  sloop 
Sacramento,  also  out  of  repair,  coming  round  as  fast  as  possible  from  Cadiz,  and  ought  to 
be  on  the  groupd  by  to-morrow. 

Will  not  France  consider  herself  called  upon  to  arrest  this  armed  expedition  even  by  force 
on  the  high  seas  for  having  violated  her  orders,  and  armed,  organized,  and  equipped  in  her 
waters,  and  started  thence  against  the  United  States,  with  which  government  France  is  at 
peace?  Is  it  not  due  to  her  own  dignity  and  to  the  vindication  of  her  own  violated  sover- 
eignty that  she  should  do  all  she  reasonably  can  to  arrest  this  armed  expedition  and  bring  it 
back  to  hei  ports,  and  "reduce  it  to  a  condition  of  quiet  and  harmlessness? 

I  make  these  suggestions,  sir,  not  as  forestalling  the  decisions  of  your  own  better  judgment, 
but  simply  to  present  to  you  the  whole  case  as  it  appears  to  me  in  the  light  of  the  (acts 
reported  to  this  legation,  and  that  you  may  understana  the  grounds  and  coarse  of  my  own 
action  here.  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY,  Chargi  i' Affaires. 

Hon.  John  Btgelow, 

U,  8,  ChargS  d  Affatrts,  Paris 

Translation  of  the  telegram. 

Station  of  Fenrol,  February  9th,  9  minutes  past  8  o'clock  at  night.— Received  in  Madrid, 
February  9th,  39  minutes  past  8  o*clock  at  night 

T^  Consul  to  the  Chargi  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States : 

1  am  officially  informed  that  it  has  been  ordered  bv  the  superior  authority  to  execute  on 
the  Stonewall  the  works  indispensable  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  her  crew  on  the  sea ;  that 
she  shall  be  furnished  with  provisions,  water,  and  coal,  and  that  she  inmiediately  leave  the 
port  in  fact. 

ALFRED  V.  DE  AECE,  ChUf  Clerk  in  iervies. 

Madrid,  February  9,  1865. 

Sent  out  at  8  o*clock'45  minutes  of  the  9th  of  February.  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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4 
Mr,  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

.  No.  166.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  February  14,  1865. 

8iB :  With  mj  nnmber  165,  sent  through  the  despatch  agent  at  London  jes* 
terday,  yon  received  a  copy  of  a  protest  which  I  wrote  and  delivered  to  her 
Majesty's  minister  of  state  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant  A  second  copy  is 
also  enclosed  herewith. 

At  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant  I  had  received  a  tel^ram 
from  Mr.  Fernandez,  consular  agent  at  Ferrol,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  morning, 
giving  him  instructions  that  the  Stonewall  was  not  to  be  repaired,  and  what  he 
was  to  do  in  watching  her.  It  informed  me  that  everything  should  be  executed 
as,  instructed*  and  that  the  authorities  were  keeping  vigilant  watch,  and  nothing 
would  be  furnished  to  the  corsair  except  for  the  day. 

About  two  hours  later,  at  9  o'clock,  I  received  another  tel^ram  from  the 
same  agent,  whose  copy  you  will  find  enclosed.  I  then  immediately  wrote  the 
protest,  and  had  it  deliv^ed  the  same  evening. 

I  have  since  known  that  the  state  department  were  hard  at  work  to  prepare 
copies  of  documents,  and  a  lar^e  package  was  sent  to  Mr.  Tassara  two  days 
since  in  order  to  get  them  thus  Iberore  you,  while  I  am-still  ignorant  wha^  will 
be  the  answer  of  this  government  to  me. 

I  have  since  seen  both  Mr.  Benavides  and  Mr.  Banuelos — ^the  latter  twice.  No 
very  satisfactory  personal  explanation  can  be  made  for  the  surprise  practiced  on 
me  after  the  negotiation  had  been  virtually  terminated,  as  to  the  repairs  of  this 
ship,  and  the  decision  announced  to  me  verbally  by  the  assistant  secietary  of 
state. 

I  have,  therefor^,  beeif  disposed  to  accept  whatever  was  said,  and  let  this  point 
drop  easily  out  of  sight.  Tne  real  motives  for  the  change  I  understand  to  be 
these :  The  present  minister  of  marine  is  an  old  officer,  the  highest  in  rank  on 
the  navy  list,  and  it  seems  he  declared  that  he  could  not  and  would  not  send 
seamen* out  to  sea  without  stopping  the  leak  in  their  vessel  first;  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  distinction  made  oetween  iron- clad  and  wooden  ships,  and  if  the 
crew  of  the  Stonewall  claimed  to  stop  the  leak  in  the  vessel  they  were  aboard 
of  before  going  to  sea  they  must  be  allowed  to  do  it 

The  disposition  had  ^rown  strong  in  the  cabinet  to  get  rid  of  the  unwelcome 
visitor,  but  it  was  found  he  really  could  not  go  without  something  being  done 
for  him  first.  I  have  no  doubt  tnat  the  conversation  of  Mr.  Mercier  with  Mr. 
Benavides  instead  of  being  an  advantage  to  me  was  the  reverse.  He  sustained 
with  me  the  opinion  which  he  no  doubt  honestly  entertains  in  common  with  his 
government,  that  all  that  belongs  to  the  navigahilite  or  seaworthiness  of  the 
ship  must  be  conceded  to  mariners  in  the  way  of  repairs  to  their  ship  in  all  civ- 
ilized pdrts,  no  matter  who  they  may  be.  I  do  not  attempt  to  foresee  how  much 
weight  this  argument  may  have  with  you,  called  to  review  calmly  all  the  inci- 
dents and  bearings  of  this  case,  nor,  once  the  position  of  neutrality  as  between 
belligerents  is  assumed,  whether  you  might  not  consider  this  concession  of 
repairs,  so  &r  as  these  relate  strictly  to  the  conditions  of  navagahilite,  as  a 
necessary  corollary  to  that  false  conclusion  originally  arrived  at  in  1861  by  the 
governments  of  Europe.  The  radical  vice  is  in  the  first  declaration  of  belligerent 
rights,  and  in  the  position  of  a  neutral  or  quast  neutral  taken  towards  the 
insurgents. 

I  have  produced  a  good  deal  of  hestitation  here  by  my  effort  to  sweep  this 

whole  vicious  declaration  of  neutrali^  entirely  away,  and  if  Spain  had  been 

^  alone  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  1  should  have  succeeded ;  but  the  repre- 

•  sentatives  of  France  and  England  were  consulted  by  this  government.     The 

O'Donnellite  opposition,  now  powerful  and  menacing  in  the  cmuubers,  had  made 
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that  declaration,  and  had  made  a  precedent  nnder  it  in  the  case  of  the  Sumter 
at  Cadiz;  and  this  was  what  they  finally  fell  back  upon  in  spite  of  the  better 
judgment  of  Mr.  Benavides,  and  after  even  he  had  apparently  carried  in  the 
cabinet  the  resolution  of  no  repairs  announced  to  me  as  reported. 

Whatever  your  decision  upon  the  whole  question  may  be,  it  was  my  business 
here  to  sustain  the  whole  ground,  and  reserve  the  rights  of  my  government  in 
the  presence  of  an  adverse  decision.  The  theoretical  questions  involved  go  to 
the  President  entire  and  unjudged ;  practically  I  have  succeeded  at  least  in  pro- 
ducing ten  days'  hesitation  and  delays  which  have  given  time  for  the  Niagara  to 
come  tirom  England  and  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  oay,  where  the  ram  has  only 
been  able  to  i^in  his  repairs  after  Captain  Craven's  appearance  on  the  scene. 

My  protest  hoB  also  had  the*e£fect  to  reduce  these  repairs  to  the  veiy  leasl 
possible  which  can  be  done  once  she  is  touched  at  all. 

Mr.  Benavides  has  promised  me  an  exact  and  minute  statement  of  all  that  is 
done,  which  will  be  very  much  less  than  what  she  really  needs.  They  h^ve 
determined  not  to  touch  her  armor  plates  under  any  circumstances. 

It  seems  the  vessel  is  badly  constructed,  and  makes  much  water  around  her 
helm-ports,  both  her  rudders  working  in  the  helm-ports  badly.  But  they  have 
determined  not  to  raise  the  plates,  not  to  do  any  thing  to  her  from  the  outside, 
and  are  fothering  the  hehn-ports,  and  bracing  and  wedeing  with  wood  and  iron 
from  the  inside.  This  will  stop  the  leak  while  she  is  in  smooth  water,  but 
whether  it  will  stand  the  working  of  the  ship  in  a  seaway  may  be  doubted.  In 
fact,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  even  if  this  ram  were  to  meet  no  enemies  but  the 
elements,  the  attempt  to  cross  the  Atlantic  ocean  at  this  season  may  very  prob- 
ably prove  disastrous  to  her  crew. 

I  am  vefy  much  chagrined  and  disappointed  by  the  failure  of  the  Sacramento 
to  appear  where  she  is  needed. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  series  of  telegrams  received  in  this  legation,  among 
which  those  of  "Mr.  Harvey  are  answers  ^  as  many  more  from  myself  referring 
to  this  ship.  She  must  be  badly  disablecror  Mr.  Harvey,  with  so  many  repeated 
and  urgent  instances,  woulfnTave  sent  her  along  to  co-operate  with  the  Niagara. 

Mr.  Wurts  has  not  been  able  to  prepare  copies  of  my  own  telegrams  and  let- 
ters in  time  for  this  despatch,  and  tney  will  be  forwarded  by  next  steamer. 

In  laying  the  principal  documents  in  this  case  before  you,  I  onght  to  say  that, 
though  I  have  felt  called  upon  to  use  firm  language,  and  to  protest  and  rederve 
the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  the  presence  of  an  adverse  decision  by  the 
Spanish  government,  I  have  not  to  complain  of  anything  like  sympathy  or  a 
disposition  to  aid  the  insurgents,  or  cf  any  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the 
government  of  the  United  States  or  the  northern  people  on  the  part  of  any 
minister  or  other  officer  of  this  government 

On  the  contrary,  I  am  persuaded  that  if  the  present  cabinet  had  found  this 
question  completely  new  and  unjudged  by  others,  I  should  Jiave  been  able  to 
come  to  an  understanding  with  the  present  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty 
which  would  have  proved  satisfactory  to  you ;  and  it  is  now,  whe^  I  am  brought 
by  the  force  of  circumstances  into  a  diplomatic  conflict  with  this,  government, 
(at  least  provisionally  and  until  your  better  judgment  can  be  consulted,)  that  I 
take  pleasure  in  saying  that  I  am  convinced  of  the  sincere  friendliness  and  entire 
good  will  of  the  present  counsellors  of  her  Majesty  towards  the  government  of 
the  United  States^  and  that  I  am  personally  much  better  satisfied  in  this  respect 
now  than  I  have  been  with  other  cabinets  which  have  preceded  that  of  the  Dukd 
of  Valencia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOBATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashingUm. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 
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Legation  op  theTTntted  States, 
At  Madrid,  February  9,  186& 

Sir  :  I  have  just  reo^ved,  with  pain  and  mrprise,  the  tele^^m  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 
The  vessel  to  which  it  refers  is  understood  to  have  escaped  from  the  waters  of  France,  where 
she  was  impeded  bj  an  imperial  decree,  in  an  unserviceable  condition,  and  to  have  come  into 
the  waters  of  Spain  to  make  certain  repairs,  of  which  she  is  in  need,  in  order  to  make  war 
upon  the  United  States.  She  is  manned  by  an  organised  band  of  armed  men,  under  the  un- 
reeofpiized  flag  of  the  insurgents  in  rebellion  against  the  government  of  the  lynited  States, 
who,  however,  have  no  ports  of  their  own  from  which  she  could  have  come  or  into  which  she 
can  ever  enter,  but  she  is  now  preparing  to  attack  the  United  States  directly  from  the  ports 
of  her  Catholic  Majes^.  This  vessel  is  an  iron-clad  ram,  in  which  the  hull  itself  is  the  chief 
weapon  of  war,  both  for  ofience  and  defence ;  it  cannotj  therefore,  be  repaired  or  bettered  in 
any  way  in  the  ports  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  without  a  clear  breach  of  that  neutrality  dd> 
dared  in  the  roval  decree  of  June  17,  1861. 

Such  being  the  fietcts  of  the  case,  it  becomes  my  duty  again  to  call  upon  the  government  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty  to  dismiss  this  iron-clad  ram  fromlier  ports  in  precisely  the  same  and 
no  better  condition  than  when  she  entered  them,  or,  if  her  crew  shoula  elect  to  remain  in  the 
asylum  they  have  found,  I  have  no  objection  to  that  course,  nor  do  I  expect  her  Majesty's 
government  to  force  them  to  sea  in  an  unseaworthy  vessel,  then  this  machine  of  war  to  re- 
main in  the  same  condition  as  when  it  entered  port,  without  repair  and  betterment  of  any  de- 
scription so  long  as  it  shall  be  the  property  of  the  insurgents  in  rebellion  against  my  govern- 
ment. But  if  her  Majesty's  government  shall  not  heed  this  reclamation,  and  will  allow  the 
repairs  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  telegram  to  pnx^ed,  I  hereby  solemnly  protest  in  the  name  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  against  all  such  proceedings,  reserving  the  rights  of  that 
government  until  the  President  can  be  advised  and  take  such  measures  as  may  seem  to  him 
best,  holding  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majestv  responsible  for  all  and  seveftU  the 
hostile  acts  which  this  iron-clad  ram  may  be  aided  and  enabled  to  perform  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  losses  and  ixnuries  she  may  inflict  upon  their  citi- 
zens in  conseqaence  of  the  repairs  and  betterments  she  may  have  received  in  the  ports  of 
her  Catholic  Mtyesty. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State 

Of  her  Catholic  M^ty. 

Delivered  at  night  on  the  9th  of  February.  •  • 

H.  J.  P. 


Tranrlation  of  the  telegram, 

[Telegraphic  despatch.  ] 

Statiop  of  FerroT,  February  9,  9  minutes  past  8  o'ck>ck  at  ni^ht— Received  in  Madrid, 
February  9,  39  minutes  past  8  o'clock  at  night 

T%e  Consul  to  the  Chargi  d' Affairs  of  the  United  States : 

I  am  officially  informed  that  it  has  been  ordered  bv  the  superior  authority  to  execute  on 
the  Stonewall  the  works  indispensable  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  her  crew  on  the  sea ;  that 
she  shall  be  furnished  with  provisions,  water,  and  coal,  and  that  she  immediately  leave  the 
port  in  fact.  ^ 

•  ALFRED  V.  DE  ARCE. 

«  Chirf^  Clerk  in  Service. 

Madrid,  February  9,  1865. 


[Telegram.— Lisbon,  February  10,  1865.] 

H<>ratio  Perry,  American  Legation,  Madrid : 

Sacramento  is  still  repairing  engine  with  all  possible  expedition.    Cannot  say  when  she 
will  be  ready  for  sea. 

HARVEY. 


[Telegram.— Lisbon,  February  10,  1865.] 
Horatio  Perry,  American  Legation,  Madrid :  * 

Sacramento  will  not  be  ready  for  ten  days. 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 

DigiLizeu  uy '>>_jvyv-/'5t  iv^ 
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ITelegpram.— Lisbon,  February  11,  1865.] 
Horatio  Perry^  American  Legation,  Madrid : 

Yonr  last  telegram  quite  indistinct.    Do  not  know  where  Niagara  is,  and  ha^ve  inquired 
in  yain* 

JAMES  E.  HAEVEY. 


[Telegram.— Ferrol,  February  11,  1865,— Translation.] 

The  United  States  Consul  to  the  Chargi  d' Affaires,  Madrid. 

I  receive  official  notice  of  the  entry  at    Corunna  of  a  United  States  ship^f-war. 
Stonewall  begins  to-day  preparations  for  repairs. 


[Telegram.— Paris,  February  11,  1865.] 
Perry,  Legation  des  Etat^Unis,  Madrid: 
Has  Niagara  arrived  7    Has  Stonewall  sailed  7    Telegraph  and  write. 


BIGELOW. 


[TelegrauL— Corunna,  February  12,  1865.] 
Honorable  Mr,  Perry,  American  Chargi  d^ Affaires :  . 

Tour  despatch  of  last  night  was  received  this  morning.    Tours  of  this  morning,  addressed 
to  consular  agent,  is  before  me ;  the  agent  is  absent 

CRAVEN. 


[Telegram.— Ferrol,  February  12, 1865.] 

SeHor  Encargado  ds  Negocios  de  los  Estados  Unidos; 

Niagara  at  Corunna.    Stonewall  will  be  ready  in  three  days.    Give  your  orders  to  Niagara 
that  smp  may  not  escape  at  night    I  received  your  despatch. 

FERNANDEZ. 


[Telegram.— Corunna,  February  13,  1865.] 

To  United  StaUs  Chargi  d^  Affaires : 

I  have  been  to  the  Lisar^as  Islands ;  there  are  fragments  of  a  vessel  which  I  believe  to  be 
North  American,  and  that  its  crew  are  on  board  the  corsair  StonewalL    Details  by  mail. 

FUENTES. 


[Telegram.— C6runna,  February  13,  1865.] 
To  United  States  Chargi  d' Affaires  : 

I  have  just  returned  from  absence  caused  by  important  matters  to  the  service,  which  I 
will  communicate  to  you  seasonably.  All  the  telegrams  sent  by  you  yesterday  came 
safely. 

FUENTES,  Consular  Agents 


[Telegram.- Vigo,  February  13,  1866.— Translation.] 

To  the  IJnUed  States  Minister: 
The  frigate  Niagara  has  j^st  arrived  at  Corunna. 


BARUNA,  Constd. 


[Telegram. — Lisbon,  February  13,  1865.] 

Horatio  Perry,  American  Legation,  Madrid : 

Craven  was  informed  Friday  night  of  impossibility  of  Sacramento  going  now.    Her  re 
pain  progressing. 

HARVET. 

Digitized  b*y  Google 
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[Telegram.— <>miiiitt,  Febnaiy  13»  1865.  ]| 
Perry,  Awteriemn  Ckargi  d'Ajftures : 

Pledges  were  given  by  the  French  government  to  onr  late  Bfinister  Dayton  that  the  ram 
•honld  not  be  tranaferred  to  the  rebels.  Cannot  Bigelo^,  at  Paris,  obtain  the  interventioii 
of  French,  with  that  of  the  Spanish  government,  to  arrest  the  ram  now  fitting  oat  at  Fersol, 
or  to  detain  her  nntil  her  ease  has  been  thoroughly  investigated  f 

CEAVEN, 
Cowummding  the  Niagara, 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  167.]  Legation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Madrid,  February  15,  1865. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  two  telegrani8»  receiTed  from  Consular 
Agent  Fernandez  at  Ferrol,  and  Captain  Craven,  aboard  the  Niagara,  at  Go- 
mnna,  receiyed  at  2  o'clock  yesterday. 

Thej  ioform  me  of  the  appearance  of  a  consort  of  the  Stonewall  at  Ferrol — a 
steamer  nnder  the  English  &g,  with  men,  ammunition,  and  other  supplies  destined 
for  the  iron-clad. 

I  enclose,  also,  a  copy  of  the  note  I  immediately  addressed  to  Mr.  Baiavidest 
and  sent  it  with  orders  to  deliyer  only  into  his  hands,  or  thote  of  the  iftsistant 
secretary. 

I  then  sought  Mr.  Benavides  personally,  and  found  him  in  the  Cortes.  We  had 
a  short  conference  in  one  of  the  committee-rooms,  and  the  minister  started  imme- 
diately for  his  department  to  have  the  orders  I  solicited  sent  off  to  Ferrol  without 
delay.  This  was  done  promptly  and  resolutely  before  my  note  had  yet  reached 
Mr.  iBenavides,  who  found  it  afterwards  at  his  department 

I  had  also  seen  the  assistant  secretary  of  state  and  Sir  John  Crampton,  to 
whom  I  showed  the  telegrams,  and  said  I  should  expect  his  support,  if  any 
were  necessary,  to  prevent  the  operations  attempted  by  .this  English  steamer. 
No  such  aid,  however,  was  requi^. 

At  night  I  sent  off  the  telegrams  Nos.  6  and  7  to  Mr.  Fernandez  and  Captain 
Craven,  and  this  morning  received  from  Mr.  Fernandez  telegram  No.  8,  which  in- 
forms me  that  the  Niagara  had  moved  over  to  Ferrol  and  laid  herself  alongside 
the  Stonewall ;  that  the  latter  would  be  complete  in  the  work  permitted  her  to-^y ; 
that  my  telegram  had  been  received,  and  that  it  was  all  right 

I  also  sent  again  to  Mr.  Harvey  the  enclosed  telegrams,  lurging  the  Sacramento 
to  get  off  for  Corunna,  and  one  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  informing  him  of  this  new  feature 
in  the  situation  of  things  at  Ferrol. 

With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOBATIO  J.  PERET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  4tj.,  Sfc.,  ^ 

Washington. 


No.  1. 

[Endosoie  A,  despatch  No.  167,  Febmaiy  18.] 

[Telegram. — ^TraiiBlatioii.] 

Ferrol,  14th  Febmaiy,  llh.  35in.  a.-in. — Received  Biadrid,  14th  February,  12h.  34m.  p.  m. 

To  the  Charge  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States  : 

Stonewall  will  be  ready  to-day.  EnglishBteamercameinoalled  Louisa  Anna  Fanny.  Very 
suspicioos;  we  watch  her. 

FEBNAJ!n)£Z. 

dent  out  at  1  Jh.  40m.  p.  m.,  of  Febmaiy  .14. 
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No.  2. 

[Telegiam. — Coraima,  Febnuuy  14.] 

PeiTf ,  Awurieam  Chargt  d'Ajfaires : 

I  hare  this  moment  inforaiatioii  of  the  arrival  at  Ferrol  of  an  English  blockade  ronner, 
named  Louito  Anna  Fanny,  with  men,  ammunition,  and  other  supplies  for  the  StonewalL 

CBAVEN,  Niagara. 

Sent  out  at  Ih.  SOm.  p.  m.,  of  the  14th  February. 


No.  a 

[Telegram.— Madrid,  February  14—1  o'clock  p.  m.] 
To  American  MimisUrat  Lt«6#« ; 

For  God'g  sake  get  the  Sacramento  off  immediately.  The  Stonewall  will  be  ready  to  sail 
to-morrow.  A  second  steamer  under  English  flag  has  lust  entered  Ferrol.  Very  suspicious. 
Supposed  consort  of  the  StonewalL    The  Niagara  watches  both. 

PEEET. 


No.  4. 


[Telegram.— Madrid,  Febntafy  14—3  o'dock  p.  m.] 
T%s  American  Jlftnister,  Lisbrnt: 

The  new-comer  is  a  blockade-runner  with  men,  ammunition,  and  supplies  for  the  Stone- 
walL 

PEBEY. 


No,  6. 

[Telegram.— Madrid,  February  14 — ^  o'clock  p.  m.] 

[Official  service.] 
To  the  Chargi  tPAjfuirei  of  ike  United  StaUe,  Pane : 

A  blockade-runner  steamer  under  English  fiae  has  entered  Ferrol  with  men«  ammunition, 
and  supplies  for  the  Stonewall.  This  ship  wul  be  ready  to  sail  to-day.  The  Niagara  is 
vigilant.    The  Sacramento  is  still  at  Ldsbon,  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts. 

PEEEY. 


«o.  6.  •     . 

[Telegram.— Translation.— Madrid,  February  14— night] 

To  the  ConetUar  Agent  of  the  United  States,  Ferrol : 

Orders  have  been  given  not  to  permit  the  transshipment  of  men,  ammunition,  and  supplies 
firom  the  Louisa  Anna  Fanny  to  the  Stonewall,  and  that  the  latter  should  not  better  her  con- 
dition in  these  things  whilst  she  is  in  Spanish  waters.    Watch  over  their  execution. 

PEEEY. 


No.  7. 

[Telegram.- Madrid,  February  14-4iigfal.] 

Ctt]ptaiM  Craven,  on  hoard  Niagara,  Conmna : 

Peremptory  orders  have  been  sent  to  prevent  the  Stonewall  from  taking  anv  men,  ammur  • 
nition,  or  supplies  from  the  Louisa  Anna  Fanny,  or  from  any  other  quarter,  while  in  Spanish 
jurisdiction. 

PEEEY. 


No.  8. 
[Telegram.—Translation.— Ferrol,  February  15— ©o'clock  a.  ip.] 
To  the  Charge  dAffaireM  of  the  United  Statee,  Madrid  : 

The  Niagara  is  in  this  port    The  Stonewall,  it  is  now  said,  will  be  ready  to*day  in  her 
works.     I  received  your  telegram;  am  advised  all  right 

FEENANDEZ- 
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[Endoraie  B.—De6patch  No.  167,  of  Febroaiy  15.] 

Mr.  Perrjf  to  Mr.  Benamdes. 

Lbgatioii  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid, 

February  14«  1865—^  o'clock  d.  nu 

Sir  :  I  am  this  moment  informed  of  the  arrival  at  Ferrol  •f  an  English  steamer  witn  men, 
ammunition,  and  other  supplies  for  the  Stonewall. 

Tour  excellencj  will  see  the  impossihili^  of  permitting  these  men,  anminnition,  and  sup- 
plies to  be  put  on  board  the  Stonewall  m  the  iurisdictional  .waters  of  Spain  without  the 
gravest  breach  of  that  neutrality  proclaimed  in  tne  first  article  of  the  royal  decree  of  June 
17,  1861. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  that  this  is  a  new  question,  entirely  distinct  and  apart  firom 
the  question  of  repairs,  m  which  I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  agree  with  your  excel- 
lency, and  have  thought  it  necessary  to  reserve  the  rights  of  my  government.  But 
I  am  confident  that  in  this  new  question  there  can  be  no  disagreement  between  your 
excellency's  manner  of  interpreting  the  neutral  obligations  of  her  Majesty's  government 
under  the  roval  decree  and  my  own,  and  I  beg  that  orders  may  be  promptly  sent  to  the 
•proper  authonties  at  Ferrol,  to  prevent  the  transshipment  of  men  and  warlike  stores  firom  the 
jrecently  arrived  steamer  to  the  Stonewall;  and  if  tnis  has  already  been  effected  in  whole  or 
in  part,  to  compel  these  things  to  be  returned  to  the  state  in  which  they  were  before  these  two 
ships  met. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  firpt  and  third  artides  of  the  royal  decree  of  June 
17,  1861,  and  take  advanta^  of  tne  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assuraooe  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

To  his  Excellency  the  MnnsTEE  of  State  of  H.  C.  M. 

[Translation,  royal  decree  of  17th  June,  1861.] 

Article  1. .  It  is  prohibited  in  all  the  ports  of  the  monarchy  to  fit  out,  provision,  or  equip 
any  privateer  vessel,  whatever  n^y  be  the  flag  she  wears. 

Article  3.  It  is  prohibited  to  the  vessels-of-war  or  privateers  with  prize  to  enter  or  remain 
for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  the  ports  of  the  monarchy  unless  it  be  in  case  that  &ey 
cannot  keep  the  seas.  Whenever  this  case  occurs  the  authorities  will  watch  the  vessel  and 
oblige  her  to  get  to  sea  as  soon  its  possible,  without  permitting  her  to  supply  herself  with 
more  than  what  is  necessary  for  the  moment,  but  in  no  case  with  arms  nor  munitions  of  war. 


Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid,  February  19,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  failure  of  this  government  to  perform  what  thej  had  agreed 
personally  with  me  to  do  in  the  matter  of  repairs  to  the  Stonewall  was  brought 
about,  as  stated,  by  the  fear  of  the  O'Donnell  opposition,  and  the  counsel  of  the 
representatives  of  France  and  England.  Mr.  Mercier  said  to  me  that,  in  his 
opinion,  his  own  government  had  gone  too  far  in  the  case  of  the  Bappahannock. 
But  I  feel  called  upon  to  say,  in  addition,  that  this  government  would  not 
have  failed  me,  notwithstanding  these  motives,  if  it  had  not  been  for  another 
circumstance. 

You  cannot  get  it  out  of  the  heads  of  these  European  governments  that  an 
ambassador  or  a  minister  is  an  officer  with  whom  they  most  guard  much  more 
consideration  than  with  a  secretary  of  legation,  incidentally  charge  d'a£Paire8. 

In  all  cases  of  persuasion  merely  an  officer  of  the  lower  grade  will  do ;  but 
whenever  it  comes  at  all  to  an  appreciation  not  merelv  of  the  weight  of  the  ar- . 
gnments  adduced,  but  also  to  the  weight  of  the  authority  at  the  back  of  the 
person  who  uses  them,  the  secretary  of  legation  is  at  an  immense  disadvantage. 
This  consideration  has  been  the  turning  point  in  the>  present  case.  I  am  in- 
formed, in  a  manner  which  leaves  no  room  for  doubtt  that  when  the  state  de- 
partment wa/  pressed  to  fall  back  firom  the  decision  of  no  repairs,  as  already 
stated,  and  the  difficulty  arose  that  this  decision  had  already  been  announced  to 
me,  it  was  answered  by  the  reflection  that  Perry  was  only  a  secretarv  of  lega- 
tion acting  ad  interim,  and  that  they  would  immediately  send  all  the  papers 
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to  Mr.  Tassara,  who  would  arrange  it  with  Mr.  Seward,  and  get  my  action  dis- 
approved. 

In  short,  thej  were  not  hound  nor  could  they  Jbe  expected  to  pay  the  same 
attention-  to  a  charg^  acting  ad  interim  as  to  a  minister  regularly  accredited, 
and  who  must  be  taken  to  speak  with  the  whole  authority  of  his  government. 
And  this  argument  turned  the  scale,  and  the  course  referred  to  was  adopted. 
Faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOKATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  n.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr  Setcard  to  Mr.  Perry. 

No.  68.]  Department  op  Statb, 

Washijigion,  February  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  Europa's  mails  arrived  this  morning,  and  our  out-going  mails 
must  be  closed  to-morrow  morning. 

Your  despatch  of  February  4,  No.  162,  is  received.  Collating  its  statements 
with  telegraphic  despatches  which  speak  of  a  piratical  vessel  having  enter^ 
"Ferrol  for  repairs,  and  with  despatches  from  Nantes  and  Paris  in  regard  to 
one  pT  more  pirates  having  been  clandestinely  fitted  out  at  Houat  island,  I  find 
it  impossible  as  yet  to  determine  what  has  happened  and  what  has  not  happened 
anywhere  ;  nevertheless,  I  am  able  to  approve  of  all  your  proceedings  as  they  are 
represented  to  me.  It  will  be  your  duty,  as  you  find  yourself  justified  by  fur- 
ther developments,  to  represent  to  the  Spanish  government  that  the  United  States 
cannot  consent  to  endure  piratical  warfare  from  Europe  under  the  care  of  an  insur- 
rection that  is  without  ports  or  courts.  We  ask  from  the  governments  of  mari- 
time states  the  enforcement  upon  their  subjects  of  peace  towards  us,  just  as 
we  enforce  it  upon  citizens  of  the  United  States  towards  them.  I  am  glad  to 
learn  that  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  has  indicated  to  you  a  disposition 
to  maintain  these  obligations.  Now  is  a  propitious  time  by  wise  administration  to 
establish  the  relations  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  upon  the  basis  of 
peace  and  lasting  friendship.  Expecting,  with  much  solicitude,  the  reply  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty's  government  to  your  judicious  representations, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  8fc.,  8fc,,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward.  • 

No.  168.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  February  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  send  you  telegrams  on  the  17th  and  18th  instant, 
through  our  consuls  at  Liverpool  and  Queenstown,  which  will  reach  you  a 
week  previous  to  this  despatch. 

I  enclose  to-day  copies  of  the  series  of  my  telegrams  on  the  subject  of  the 
Stonewall  from  the  night  of  the  9th  to  the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  22  in  number, 
a  part  of  which  ought  to  have  a;ccompanied  my  despatches  Nos.  166  and  167,  as 
will  be  seen  by  their  dates  and  contents. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  since  my  protest  of  the  9th  instant  I  find  the 
current  of  this  business  changed  in  all  quarters,'  and  I  trust  it  is  no  longer 
premature  to  announce  that  the  career  of  this  formidable  ram  as  a  vessel-of-war 
hostile  to  the  United  States  is  now  definitively  closed. 
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On  the  moning  of  tlie  lOih  iiMtant  I  new  Mr.  Mereier,  Ae  EVeiieh  smhaBsaiart 
and  put  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  my  nrotest  of  the  night  before. 

He  had  oahis  table  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  eharg^ 
d'aflaires  at  Paris,  dated  the  8th  instant,  (enclosure  widi  despatch  No.  165, 
marked  D.)  Mr.  Mercier  was  evidently  moved  by  these  papers ;  he  ddended, 
Lowever,  the  gronnd  that  the  Spanish  government  were  bound  to  allow  all 
those  repairs  which  belonged  to  the  navigahtlM  or  seaworthiness'  of  the  ship. 
I  maintained  the  distinction  b^ween  an  iron-clad  ram  and  a  wooden  ship  of 
the  ordinary  build,  fit  for  peace  or  war;  but  above  all,  I  said,  pleasanjly  but  firmly, 
that  the  United  States  were  resolved  to  put  an  end  ta  this  fitting  out  of  naval 
expeditions  in  Europe  to  be  used  against  us  in  America.  The  case  of  the 
Stonewall  lav  between  France  and  Spain.  The  ship  had  been  built,  manned 
and  equipped  in  the  waters  of  France,  till  it  took  the  full  form  of  a  formidable 
armed  expedition  against  the  United  States,  organized  and  completed  in  France* 
except  so  far  as  banged  to  the  repairs  of  the  ship  sought  to  be  made  in  Spain. 
It  struck  me  that  in  so  far  as  the  ambassador  could  magnif)r  the  theoretical 
importance  of  the  work  doing  in  Spun,  by  just  so  much  would  he  diminish  the 
part  of  responsibili^  belonging  to  Fiance  in  this  enterprise.  I  hoped  that 
mstead  of  persuading  the  Spaniards,  as  he  sought  to  persuade  me,  that  they 
could  put  tnis  machine  of  war  into  good  working  order  without  engaging  their 
responsibility  with  the  United  States,  he  would  consider  whether  it  would  not 
avoid  a  good  many  disagreeable  complications  if  we  could  stop  this  expedition 
entirely,  just  where  it  is.  He  said  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  nad  sent  hitti  no 
instructions,  and  there  had  been  plenty  of  time  to  send  him  a  tel^ram  if  the 
minister  had  wished  him  to  take  any  part  in  the  matter.  I  inquired  whether 
Mr.  fiigelow  would  have  enjoyed  a  sufficient  dergee  of  contact  with  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  to  have  impressed  the  latter  with  the  circumstances  of  this  jcase,  as 
we  looked  upon  them  and  as  he  (Mr.  Mercier)  well  knew  they  would  be  regarded 
in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mercier  gave  his  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  ability 
o{  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  was  certam  he  would  not  have  left  undone  anything  that 
could  be  done.  I  most  heartilv  concurred  in  the  same  opinion,  but  nevertheless 
urged  Mr.  Mercier  to  himself  write  to  M^.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  giving  him  his 
ideas  of  the  matter  in  case  that  minister  might  wish  to  take  any  action. 

That  interview  dosed  cordially,  without  Mr.  Mercier's  giving  me  any  definite 
reply,  the  whole  being  conducted  in  the  tone  of  a  frank  and  friendly  morning 
call,  with  as  little  of  an  official  air  as  possible. 

On  Friday^  the  17th  instant,  Mr.  Mercier  sent  to  the  Spanish  minister  of 
state  (Mr.  Benavides)  a  little  note  enclosing  a  telegraphic  instruction  from  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Mercier,  informing  him  that  a  commission  rogatoire 
had  issued  from  the  French  government  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  qf  the 
abduction  of  several  French  sailors  by  the  Stonewall,  as  was  alleged,  against 
their  wilf,  and  directing  him  to  request  the  Spanish  government  to  detain  that 
ship  until  this  business  could  be  settled.  I  saw  the  original  note  and  the  tele> 
gram  as  it  was  deciphered  and  sent  to  the  Spanish  state  department. 

Mr.  Benavides  informed  me,  on  the  ISth  instant,  also,  that  I  was  under  obli- 
gations to  Mr.  Mercier  for  many  good  offices  in  this  business  of  the  repabs  of 
Uie  Stonewall ;  that  he  had  recently  seen  him  several  times,  and  talked  with 
him  in  a  manner  much  to  &vor  my  pretensions  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Mercier,  however,  has  not  himself  communicated  a  word  to  me  about  his 
action,  since  our  interview  of  the  10th  instant,  which  was  as  related. 

On  the  11th  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Bigelow  the  letter  marked  B,  in- 
forming me  that  no  assistance  was  to  be  expected  from  the  French  government. 
This  letter  was  written  on  tl^e  8th  instant,  tne  day  previous  to  my  protest.  The 
repairs  on  the  Stonewall  were  diminished,  in  fact,  as  reported  to  you  in  my 
No.  166,  of  14th  instant.  On  the  15th  they  were  completed,  leaving  her  ifl  such 
state,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  I  received  the  telegram  No.  10  from 
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Ferrol,  whicb  ezplaim  itself,  and  was  transmitted  in  substance  to  yon  throngh 
Mr  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  and  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Paris,  and  Mr.  Harvey,  at 
lisboi^  the  same  evening. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  had  a  very  satisfactory  interview  with  Mr.  Benavides, 
in  which  I  sought  and  obtained  from  him  the  promise  that  nothing  more  should 
be  done  on  the  StonewalL 

He  requested  me  to  put  the  substance  of  what  I  said  into  writing,  which  I 
did  immediately  afterwa^s  in  the  note  of  the  same  day,  (copy  enclosed,  marked 
C)  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  send  you  the  telegram  No.  23  through  our  con- 
sul at  Queenstown,  announcing  the  general  result  in  time  for  the  steamer  which 
sailed  a  week  previous  to  the  one  which  bears  this. 

Mr.  Benavides  infomled  me  that  the  naval  officers  at  Ferrol  also  reported  that 
the  Stonewall  could  not  go  to  sea  without  more  extensive  and  more  thorough 
work  being  done  upon  her,  but  that  I  was  right,  and  the  work  could  not  be 
done. 

He  had  told  Mr.  Mercier  that  he  did  not  know  how  he  could  very  well  give 
an  order  to  detain  the  ship  merely  because  he  requested  it,  but  that  the  ship 
could  not  leave  port  with  the  Niagara  stopping  the  way*  even  if  she  were 
seaworthy,  which  she  is  not;  and  meantime  he  might  write  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  to  send  on  the  commission  rogutoire  in  an  official  form,  and  it  should  be 
executed. 

But,  I  said,  you  have  just  notified  me  that  the  24-hour8  rule  would  be  enforced 
in  the  sailing  of  the  Stonewall  and  the  Niagara.  Mr.  Benavides  replied 
that  that  was  the  rule  adopted  by  all  nations  in  such  cases,  but  in  answering 
some  observations  of  mine  on  the  rule,  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Benavides  was  not 
fully  convinced  that  it  would  stop  the  Niagara  if  the  Stonewall  should  get  under 
way,  only  he  hoped  that  in  no  event  would  there  be  any  fighting  between  the 
two  ships  within  the  Spanish  jurisdiction. 

He  mentioned  the  admiration  of  the  Spanish  naval  officers  on  inspecting  the 
Niagara,  and  was  so  good  as  to  congratulate  me  on  the  success  of  my  labors  to 
detain  the  Stonewall,  and  render  her  career  abortive. 

I  took  advantage  of  the  moment  to  say  how  painful  it  had  been  to  me,  after 
nearly  four  years  of  war,  in  which  there  had  been  no  complaint,  and  after  four- 
teen years  that  I  had  been  in  personal  contact  with  her  Majesty's  government, 
to  be  obliged  to  throw  myself  into  open  conflict  with  him,  in  a  case  where  I 
well  knew  that  this  government  had  no  interest  or  sympathy  to  satisfy,  but  was 
only  animated  by  a  wish  to  get  rid  of  an  unwelcome  visitor  as  promptly  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Benavides  said  that  was  exact.  I  remarked,  however,  that  it  was  the  in- 
flexible determination  of  my  government  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fitting  out  of  armed 
vessels  in  Europe  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  though  I  knew 
that  this  ram  had  chosen  the  ports  of  Spain  as  the  scene  of  her  preparations, 
much  against  the  pleasure  of  the  Spanish  government,  yet  he  must  see  that  I 
had  no  course  open  but  to  perform  my  duty. 

Mr.  Benavides  said  that  I  was  right,  and  my  government  was  right ;  that  he 
had  no  sympathy  at  all  with  the  insurgents  in  lebellion  against  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  more  work  should  be  done  on  that  ship. 

I  have  also  seen  Mr.  Banuelos  to-day,  who  has  confirmed  this  promise  by 
informing  me  that,  in  view  of  my  note  and  telegrams  of  the  18th  instant,  an 
official  letter  had  been  sent  from  the  state  department  to  that  of  the  navy  not 
to  allow  any  more  work  to  be  done  on  the  Stonewall. 

1  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of  the  telegrams  received  in  this  lega- 
tion on  this  sulgect  from  the  12th  to  the  20th  instant,  (enclosure  D.)  Also 
enclosure  E,  three  letters  from  the  consular  agent  at  Corunna,  giving  valuable 
information.  Enclosure  F,  two  letters  from  Mr.  Fernandez,  at  Ferrol,  one  of 
which  marked  private,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  was  performing  his 
32  D  c  * 
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duties  under  the  Berere  affliction  of  the  loss  of  hie  wife  bj  death  on  the  2d  in- 
stant, will  call  your  attention. 

I  trust  that  the  most  just  claim  of  this  old  and  yaluable  servant  of  our  goT- 
enunent  for  relief,  presented  to  70U  in  Mr.  Koemer*s  despatch  No.  74,  of 
January  21,  1864,  and  again  by  me  in  No.  .148,  of  December  11,  1864,  will 
not  be  passed  bj  unheeded.  His  services  on  this  occasion  have  been  excel- 
lent. Yon  will  notice  his  testimony  to  the  e£Eect  that  the  vigilance  exercised 
by  the  authorities  over  the  Stonewall  has  been  vigorous  and  ^ective. 

Enclosure  G,  a  private  note  from  Mr.  Banuelos,  also  confirms  for  you  the 
fact  that  no  transshipment  of  effects  from  the  tender  Louisa  Anna  Fanny  to  the 
Stonewall  was  allowed.  The  former  then  sailed  for  Bermuda,  according  to 
the  accounts  of  the  authorities  which  I  saw  at  the  state  department  in  Ma^nd. 
If  the  Sacramento  could  have  been  at  her  post  she  would  not  have  escaped. 
I  am  told  that  this  ship  is  at  last  nearly  ready  to  sail  from  lisbon. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaMngton, 


[Enclosure  A—Despatch  No.  168.] 

Case  of  the  Stonewall  at  FerroL — Telegrams  sent  out  bv  Mr.  Perry,  from  February  9,  at  nighty 
to  February  18,  at  night ^  1865. 

No.  1. 
[Telegram. — February  9,  at  night.] 
His  ExeeUency  the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  Lisbon : 

Has  the  Sacramento  sailed  ?    Let  her  lose  no  time.    I  am,  afraid  the  ram  will  be  off  to- 
morrow. 

PERRY. 


No.  2. 
[Telegram  at  9i  a.  m.,  February  10,  1865.] 
If.  U  Chargi  d^  Affaires  des  Etats  Unis  d  Farts : 
Le  corsaire  Stonewall  s'en  ira  probablement  domain. 


PERRY. 


No.  3. 
[Telegram  at  9i  a.  m.,  February  10,  1866.] 

[Official  service.]  • 

His  EzeeUenqf  the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  London  : 
The  confederate  iron-clad  ram  will  probably  start  again  forFerrol  to-morrow. 


PERRY. 


No.  4. 
[Telegram  at  9i  o'clock  p.  m.,  February  10,  1865.] 
To  the  American  Minister,  Lisbon  : 

If  that  ship  cannot  move  forward  immediately  to  help  Captain  Craven  on  the  scene  of 
action,  she  certainly  is  in  a  most  unfortunate  condition. 

PERRY. 


Nq.  6. 
[Telegram  at  4  p.  m.,  February  11, 1865.] 
James  E,  Harvey,  Minister  of  the  United  States,  Lisbon  : 

Nia^pura  has  ^'ust  arriyed  at  Corunna.    Let  the  Sacramento  lose  no  time  in  going  to  jom 
her.    The  corsair  badly  damaged  is  still  at  FerroL    Lose  no  time. 

PERRY. 


Digitized  by 


Goog.v 


DIPLOMATIC  CORHESPOKDENCE.  499 

No.  7. 
[TmnslatioiL] 
[Telegram  at  4^  p.  m.,  Febnuvy  11,  1865.] 
Sr.  Fernandez^  Consular  Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Ferrol : 
Send  a  reliable  person  aboard  the  frigate  to  inform  him  immediately. 

PERRY,  Chargi  ^Affaires. 


No.  8, 
[Telegram  at  4^  p.  m.,  Febraaiy  11,1  865.  ] 
To  Caftaim  Craven^  abordo  Ufragata  de  guerra  Niagara^  en  Corunna : 

Welcome,  detain.  The  Sacramento  coming  round  from  Cadiz  has  stopped  at  Lisbon  for 
repairs.  I  have  used  cTeiy  exertion  to  get  her  started  again.  Better  send  her  a  telegram 
direct  frt>m  yourself. 

The  Chargi  d'Af aires,  PERRY. 

No.  9. 
[Translation.] 
[Telegram  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  Februaiy  12,  1865,] 
United  States  Consular  Agent  at  Corunna  : 

Why  don't  you  communicate  to  me  the  arrlTal  of  a  vesael-of-war  at  your  port  T  What 
yessel  is  it  f     who  commands  f    Has  the  captain  receiyed  a  telegram  from  me  T 

The  Chargi  i*  Affaires,  PERRY. 

No.  10. 
[Telegram  at  9  a.  m.,  February  12, 1865.] 
M,  le  Chargi  d'Affairu  des  Etats  Unis,  it  Paris : 

The  Niagara  has  arriyed  at  Corunna.  The  Stonewall  at  Ferrol  commencing  repairs.  The 
Sacramento  at  Lisbon  making  repairs.    Your  telegram  not  official  has  been  receiyed. 

PERRY. 


No.  11. 
[Telegram  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  February  1%  1865.  ] 
Al  Capitam  Cramu,  aborda  lafragata  de  gmerre  Niagara,  Corunna : 

The  ram  is  fothering  her  helm-ports,  reported  to  need  three  days,  but  keep  a  sharp 
look  out  at  night ;  she  is  fast.  The  agent  at  Ferrol,  Antonio  J.  Fernandez,  is  trustworthy. 
No  news  from  the  Sacramento. 

PERRY. 


No.  12. 

[Telegram  at  10  p.  m.,  February  12, 1865.] 
Mr.  Harveif,  Minister  United  States,  Lisbon  : 
Has  the  Sacramento  started  ?    Captain  Crayen  expects  her  at  Corunna. 


PERRY. 


No.  13. 

[Telegram  at  1  p.  m«,  February  14>  1865.  J 

Mr.  Harvey,  American  Minister  at  Lisbon  : 

For  God's  sake  get  the  Sacramento  off  imme^ately.  The  Stonewall  will  be  ready  to  sail 
to-morrow  A  second  steamer  under  English  flag  has  just  entered  Ferrol,  yery  suspicions* 
Supposed  consort  of  the  Stonewall. 

PERRY.^T^ 
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No.  14. 
[Telegram.— Febraary  14,  1866.] 

Mr,  Harvey,  Anurican  minister,  Li^on  : 

The  new-comer  is  a  blockade-mimer  with  men,  ammunition,  and  supplies  for  the  Stonewall. 

PERRY. 


No.  15. 

[Telegram  at  ^  o'clock  p.  m.,  February  14,  1865.] 

dS.  It  Chargi  ^Affaires  des  Etats  Uni$  a  Paris : 

A  blockade-runner  steamer  under  English  flaff  has  entered  Ferrol  with  men,  ammunition, 
and  supplies  for  the  Stonewall.  This  ship  wUl  be  ready  to  sail  tonlay.  The  Niagara  is 
vigilant.    The  Sacramento  is  still  at  Lisbon  in  spite  of  all  mj  efforts. 

PERRY. 


No.  16. 
[Translation.  ] 
[Telegram. — ^February  14,  at  night  ] 
To  the  Consular  Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Ferrol  : 

Orders  have  been  dven  not  to  allow  the  transshipment  of  men,  munitions,  and  supplies 
from  the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny  to  the  Stonewall,  and  that  she  should  not  better  her  condition 
in  these  respects  while  in  Spanish  waters.  Watch  over  its  execution. 

PERRY. 


No.  17. 

[Telegram  — February  14,  at  night.] 

Capitan  Craven,  abordo  del  Niagara,  Corunna  : 

Peremptory  orders  have  been  sent  to  prevent  the  Stonewall  from  taking  any  men,  ammu- 
nition, or  supplies  from. the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  or  from  any  other  quarter,  while  in  Spanish 
jurisdiction. 

PERRY. 


[No.  18.] 
[Telegram.— February  16,  1865.] 
Captaim  Craven  abordo  lafragata  Niagara,  Ferrol : 

I  have  been  notified  that  the  24-hours  rule  will  be  enforced  in  the  sailing  of  Niagara  and 
StonewalL    The  Louisa  Ann  Fanny  has  gone  to  Bermuda,  by  official  accounts. 

PERRY. 


No.  19. 

[Telegram.— February  16, 1865.— Translation.] 
To  Fernandez,  U,  8,  Consular  Agent  at  Ferrol : 

Orders  have  been  given  that  24  hours  must  elapse  between  the  sailing  of  the  Niagara  and 
the  StonewalL    The  English  steamer  has  been  to  Bermuda  according  to  official  news. 
Notify  Captain  Craven. 

PERRY. 

No.  20 
[Telegram.— Madrid,  Friday  night,  February  17,  1865.] 
[Official  service.    To  Secretary  of  State,  Washington.] 
Thomas  Dudley,  United  States  Consul,  Liverpool : 

The  repairs  granted  to  rebel  ram  at  Ferrol  are  finished,  but  she  is  reported  incapable  of 
service.  I  oppose  more  work.  Her  commander  starts  for  Paris.  Her  constructor  expected 
from  Bordeaux.    Niagara  vigilant.    Sacramento  not  arrived. 

PERRY. 
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No.  21. 
[Telegranu— Febniarj  17,  1865.] 
Jame8  Harvey^  American  Minister,  Lisbon  : 

Bepairs  on  Stonewall  limited ;  since  finished  is  reported  in  very  bad  condition  ;  cannot  go 
to  sea;  leaks  badly;  her  conunanner  starts  for  Paris ;  her  builder  expected  from  Bordeaux. 
Consul  says  will  haye  to  be  abandoned.    Niagara  vigilant    Whero  is  Sacramento  ? 

PEEBY. 


No.  22. 

[Telegram.— February  17,  1865.] 
JIf.  U  Charge  d*  Affairs  des  Etats  Unis  d  Paris  : 

^  Limited  repairs  on  Stonewall  are  finished ;  reported,  notwithstanding,  in  very  bad  condi- 
tion; cannot  go  to  sea ;  leaks  badly ;  her  commander  starts  for  Paris ;  her  builder  is  expect- 
ed from  Bordeaux ;  consul  says  will  have  to  be  abandoned.  Niagara  at  Ferrol;  Sacramento 
not  arrived ;  letter  by  maiL 

PEBBY. 


No.  23. 
[Telegram.— Night  of  the  18th  of  February,  1865.] 
[To  Secretary  of  State,  Washington.] 
Eastman,  American  consul,  Queenstoton,  Co9k : 

Spanish  minister  will  not  allow  more  work  on  StonewalL    The  ship  is  wholly  unseaworthy. 
Her  commander  has  started  for  Madrid.    Slidell  is  also  expected  here. 

PEBBY. 


B. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  February  8,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  was  gratified  to  learn  by  your  telegrams  of  Monday  and  to-day  that  the 
Stonewall  can  be  detained  a  few  days ;  that  will  suffice  for  the  frigate  Niagara,  Captain 
Braven,  which  I  presume  left  Dover  on  Monday  to  reach  Ferrol. 

The  French  eovemment  decline  to  meddle  with  the  Stonewall  in  Spain.  Their  theory,  to 
which  they  will  naturally  adhere  as  long  as  possible,  is  that  she  was  a  Danish  vessel  till  she 
went  into  confederate  hands,  and  that  it  is  for  Denmark  and  not  for  France  to  intercede  with 
Spain  for  her  detention. 

As  no  assistance  is  to  be  expected  from  this  quarter,  you  will  need  no  suggestions  from  any 
One  to  use  every  proper  influence  with  the  Spanish  government  to  detain  the  Stonewall,  at 
least  until  you  hear  from  our  government. 

I  do  not  know  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  vessels,  but  the  result  of  a  conflict  between 
the  Stonewall  and  Niagara  might  be  sufficiently  uncertain  to  make  it  bad  policv  to  risk  one 
unnecessarily.  Upon  that  point,  however,  Captain  Craven  is  a  competent  authority.  The 
Stonewall  carries  one  300-poimder  and  two  120-pounders,  I  am  told,  m  addition  to  any  guns 
she  may  have  received  the  other  day  from  the  Duke  of  Bichmond. 
I  remain  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  Horatio  J.  Perry, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Sunday,  Februafy  12,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  my  despatch  of  February  8,  with  enclosures,  for  Mr.  Seward,  through 
yoo,  aa  the  shortest  way  of  giving  vou  an  idea  of  the  affair  here.  Pray  do  not  let  it  miss  the 
Cnnard  steamer  of  this  week,  as  I  know  the  Spanish  government  has  made  up  a  large  pack- 
age to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Tassara  at  Washington,  and  our  side  of  the  question  ought  to  be  there  by 
the  same  steamer  without  fail. 

I  am  preparing  the  enclosures  of  another  despatch,  bringing  the  history  down  to  to-day,  and 
will  send  it  also  through  you,  if  it  can  'be  done  in  time  so  as  not  to  miss  the  steamer  by 
passing  a  day  in  your  hands.  A^ 
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The  Niamra  is  on  tlie  erotrnd  at  Connma  in  good  time.  The  Stonewall  has  been  obliged 
to  lighten  ship  to  get  at  the  work  she  reqaires  to  be  done,  and  is  delayed.  Perhaps  she  will 
not  be  so  prompt  to  leave  now  the  Niagara  bars  the  waj.  Bat  I  am  not  eontent  with  the 
Sacramento.  It  looks  a  good  deal  as  if  she  was  afraid.  He  started  on  the  4th  from  Cadis, 
where  he  has  been  idle  for  near  two  months,  but  I  found  him  putting  in  at  Lisbon  for  repairs, 
and  when  he  heard  the  corsair  was  an  iron-clad,  Mr.  Harrev  sends  me  word  he  would  need 
ten  days  for  his  repairs.  I  trust  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  Niagara  will  have  the  effect  to 
make  him  move  on.  I  have  had  bad  reports  from  Cadiz  about  Uie  lojaltj  of  some  of  the 
officers  of  this  ship.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  of  the  kind  T 
Tours  faithfully,  &c,  d^c, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

John  Bioelow,  Esq.,  Sfc,  8fe,,  Paris, 

P.  S. — ^I  have  your  letter  in  which  you  inform  me  that  nothing  is  to  be  hoped  from  the 
French  government;  I  am  afraid  Merder's  intervention  or  conversation  on  this  subject  here 
has  been  positively  injurious ;  he  sustains  a  point  ife  vue  entirely  distinct  from  my  own,  as  do 
most  other  Frenchmen. 

H.  J.  P. 


[Enclosure  C,  with  No.  168.] 
NoU  qf  Mr.  P§rr$  to  Mr.  Benavides, 

Legation  op  the  United  States  at  Madrid, 

February  18,  1865. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  encloeed  copies  of  telegrams,  received  from  the  consular 
agents  of  the  United  States  at  Ferrol  and  Corunna,  from  which  it  appears  that  since  the 
repairs  done  to  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Stonewall  are  finished,  she  is  still  tound  to  be  incapable 
to  do  service  as  a  vessel-of-war  on  the  high  seas.  The  difficulty  consists,  as  I  am  informed, 
not  in  the  damage  or  breakage  of  any  particular  part  sustained  by  accident  in  her  previous 
navigation,  for  these  have  a&eady  been  repaired,  but  in  certain  radical  defects  ana  incom- 
pleteness in  her  constructionw  She  needs  to  be  wholhr  rebuilt,  the  defects  of  her  construction 
remedied,  and  what  was  left  incomplete  supplied,  befere  she  will  be  fit  for  service. 

For  this  purpose  her  builder  is  expected  fi'om  Bordeaux,  and  what  was  not  permitted  b^  the 
imperial  government  to  be  done  in  the  ports  of  France,  it  is  hoped  may  now  be  accomplished 
at  the  naval  arsenal  of  Ferrol.  I  respectfully  submit  to  your  excellency  that  this  pnase  of 
the  question  now  clearly  apparent,  takes  this  ship  entirely  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  3d 
article  of  the  royal  decree  of  June  17,  1861,  and  places  her  unmistakably  within  the  scope  of 
the  prohibition  of  the  1st  article  of  that  decree. 

It  has  been  my  duty  to  protest  and  reserve  the  rights  of  my  government  entirely  in  the 
matter  of  any  and  all  repairs  to  this  iron-clad  ram,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  repair 
of  any  accidental  damage  sustained  in  navigation  is  one  thing,  and  the  reconstruction  of  this 
vessel,  or  the  completion  of  her  construction,  in  a  Spanish  port,  would  be  quite  another,  and 
a  much  graver  thinff  under  every  light  in  which  it  can  be  viewed. 

The  first  kind  of  repairs  have  been  granted  to  this  ship,  and  completed,  as  I  understand, 
in  obedience  to  a  theory  or  principle  not  acquiesced  in  by  me,  but  which  your  excellency 
will  not  fail  to  defend  with  recogfnized  ability  in  the  intelligence  that  it  involves  no  offence, 
certainly  no  uitentional  offence,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
'  But  would  your  excellency  defend  the  rebuilding  or  completion  of  this  ram  in  Spanish 
ports  by  anv  are[ument  under  any  theory  either  of  the  general  relations  of  peace  and  mend- 
ship  which  her  Catholic  Majesty  professes  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  those  duties  of  so-called  neutrality  which  Spain  imposed  upon  herself  in  the  royal  decree 
of  June  17,  1861  7 

Is  there  any  difference  of  principle  between  the  total  building  of  this  ship  in  a  Spanish 
port  and  the  partial  building  and  completion  of  the  vessel  which  it  seems  her  owners  find  it 
convenient  to  undertake  witnin  this  jurisdiction  ? 

If  this  steam  ram  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  capable  to  undertake  hostilities  against  tlie 
United  States,  and  seeks  now  to  be  put  in  condition  for  the  first  time  in  a  Spanish  port  to 
commence  those  hostilities,  what  does  it  matter  practically  to  my  government,  or  theoretically 
to  the  principles  involved,  whether  she  has  been  built  from  her  keel  upwards  at  the  same  port  f 

It  would  hardly  be  complimentary  to  the  clear  perception  of  your  excellency  to  insist  fur- 
ther in  these  reflections ;  I  oeg,  therefore,  to  submit  the  facts  in  the  firm  conviction  that  the 
repairs  of  these  damages  which  the  naval  authorities  of  her  Majesty  considered  migfat  be 
fairly  attributed  to  the  accidents  of  navigation.  Being  already  furnished,  your  excellency  wfll 
not,  at  least,  grant  me  the  assurance  that  nothing  more  shall  be  done,  and  that  the  fiiults  or 
incompleteness  of  the  original  construction  of  this  machine  of  war  shall  not  be  supplied  or 
remedied  in  the  ports  of  her  Catholic  Mi^esty. 

On  my  own  piart  I  shall  take  a  most  sincere  pleasure  in  transmitting  such  an  assurance 
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promptly  to  my  goyemakemi,  as  calcalated,  in  mj  opinion,  to  attenuate  the  importance  of  the 
oiflagppeement  marked  hj  mj  protest  of  the  9th  instant 

I  avail  mjself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  jonr  excellencj  the  assurance  of  mj  most  di8« 
tingnished  consideration. 

HOEATIO  J.  PERRY. 

His  Excellencj  the  MnnsTER  of  State  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 


No.  1. 
[Telegram.^Ferrol,  Fehruary  15,  9h.  12m.  a.  m.^Translation.] 
Th»  CmmUair  Agent  of  the  United  States  to  the  Chargi  d'Afairee, 

The  Niagjara  in  this  port   The  Stonewall  to-day,  they  say,  will  be  ready.    I  receiyed  tele- 
gram— am  informed. 

FERNANDEZ. 

No.  2. 

[TelegrauL^Ferrol,  13th  February.— Madrid,  4h.  25m.  p.  m.]  . 

Stonewall  through  with  repairs.    Niagara  getting  ready.    I  am  ignorant  of  the  day  of  de- 
parture of  the  first 

FERNANDEZ. 


No.  3. 

[Telegram.— Ferron,  I7th  February,  4h.  45m.  p.  m.] 

Stonewall  unable  to  go  out.    Much  water.    Her  commander  goes  to  Paris.    Her  builder  is 
expected  from  Bordeaux.    I  think  she  is  abandoned.    Niagaralin  port    We  receive  telegrams. 

FERNANDEZ. 


No.  4. 

From  the  Coneuiar  Agent  at  Corwnna  to  the  Chargi  d'Af aires  of  the  UniUd  States, 

[Telegram.— -Conmna,  February  18.] 

The  confederate  captain  of  the  Stonewall  has  gone  to  Madrid  and  Paris. 

*        FUENTES. 


No.  1. 

[With  No.  168.— Translation.] 

[Telegram.— Coruna,  Februaiy  12,  1865.] 

To  the  Chargi  d' Affaires  of  the  United  State$: 

I  have  just  come  back  from  an  absence  caused  by  important  matters  of  duty,  which  I  wiU 
communicate  to  you  seasonably.    The  telegrams  from  you  on  yesterday  are  received. 

FUENTES, 
ConsmUr  Agent  rf  the  United  States. 


No.  2. 
[Telegram.— Conmna,  February  13,  1865.] 

I  have  been  to  the  Lisargas  islands.     There  we  found  fragments  of  a  vessel  which  I 
think  North  American,  and  tmtt  her  crew  is  on  board  the  Stonewall.    Particulars  by  mail. 

^  FUENTESl^ 

•  uigiLizeu  uy 'v.j  v^v-zpt  Iv, 


504  DIPLOMATIC  C0BRE8P0NDEHCE. 

No.  3. 
[Official  despatch. — ^Telegram. — Oonuma,  Febniaiy  12.] 
Perrjf,  Ameriemn  Chargi  d^AJfoire$ : 

Pledges  were  given  bj  the  French  govemment  to  onr  late  minister,  Dajton,  that  the  ram 
should  not  be  transferred  to  the  rebels.  Cannot  Bigelow,  at  Paris,  obtain  the  intervention  of 
French  with  that  of.  Spanish  government  to  arrest  the  ram  now  fitting  out  at  Ferrol,  or  to 
detain  her  until  her  case  has  been  thoronghlj  investigated. 

CRAVEN, 
Cowrmanding  the  Niagara, 

Memorandum — ^This  was  answered  immediatelj  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Bigelow  and  myself 
had  already  done  everything  which  ooald  be  done,  and  that  there  was  no  reliance  to  be  placed 
on  anything  except  his  g^ons. 


No.  4. 
•  [Telegram.— Vigo,  February  13,  1865.] 

To^  UniUd  8taU$  Minister : 
The  Niagara  has  jost  reached  Conuma. 


BABCENA,  Connd. 


No.  5. 
[Telegram.— Ferrol,  February  14,  1865.] 

To  the  Chargi  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America  : 

Stonewall  will  be  ready  to-day.    English  steamer  came  in  called  the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny. 
Very  suspicious.    We  watch  her. 

FERNANDEZ. 


No.  6. 

[Telegram.— Corunna,  February  14, 1865.] 

Perrf ,  American  Chargi  d*  Affaires : 

I  have  this  moment  received  information  of  the  arrival  at  Ferrol  yesterday  of  an  English 
blockade-runner,  named  Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  with  men,  ammunition,  and  other  supplies  tor 
the  Stonewall. 

•  •  CRAVEN,  Niagara. 


No.  7. 
[Telegram.— Ferrol,  February  15,  1865.] 

To  the  Chargi  d*  Affaires  of  the  United  States : 

The  Niagara  at  this  port    The  Stonewall,  they  say,  will  be  ready  to-day.    I  received  the 
telegram. 

FERNANDEZ. 


No.  8. 


[Telegram. — Corunna,  February  15.] 
Hon.  Horatio  Perrf,  Chargi  d"  Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America : 
Niagara  left  for  Ferrol  last  night    All  your  surmises  stated  in  your  communication  of  the 

9th  are  true.  

FUENTES. 
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No.  9. 
[Telegram.— February,  1865.] 
To  tlu  Chargi  d^AJfairt$  of  the  UniUd  States  : 

Stonewall  repdrs  finished.    Niagara  getting  ready.    I  am  ignorant  of  the  day  of  departure 
of  the  first. 

FERNANDEZ. 


No.  10. 
[Telegram.— February  17,  1866.] 
To  the  Chargi  d'Afi'aires  of  the  United  States: 

Stonewall  unable  to  go  out.    Much  water.    Her  commander  goes  to  Paris.    Builder  is  ex- 
pected from  Bordeaux.    I  think  she  is  abandoned.    Niagara  in  port    We  receive  telegrams. 

FERNANDEZ. 


No.  11. 
[Telegram. — Corunna,  February  18.] 

Mr.  Perry,  Chargi  d*  Affaires  of  the  United  States : 

The  captain  of  the  confederate  Stonewall  has  gone  to  Madrid  and  Paris,  it  is  said,  to  buy 
another  vessel  for  the  south. 

FUERTES. 


No.  12. 
[Telegram.— Lisbon.  February  18.] 

Horatio  Perry,  American  Legation,  Madrid : 

Has  Stonewall  been  allowed  to  repair  at  Ferrol,  as  alleged  in  Spanish  papers? 

HARVEY. 


No.  13. 

[Telegram.— February  20,  12.15  p.  m.] 

To  the  Chargi  d' Affaires  UniUd  States,  Madrid  : 
No  news.    Stonewall  the  same.    The  Sacramento  is  expected. 


ANTONIO  FERNANDEZ. 


[Enclosure  E,  with  No.  168.] 

Consular  Agency  of  the  United  States, 

Corunna,  February  8,  1865. 
Honorable  Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  the  4th 
instant.  Pursuant  to  your  instructions,  I  have  protested  with  the  utmost  energy  before  the 
proper  authorities  of  Corunna  and  Ferrol.  The  captain  general  of  this  province  informs  me 
that  he  has  forwarded  copies  of  faj  protest  to  the  minister  of  war  at  Madrid  and  captain 
general  of  marine  at  Ferrol. 

The  Stonewall  is  now  at  Ferrol,  for  which  port  she  left  yesterday,  with  the  object  of  get- 
ting her  repairs  executed  at  a  private  arsenal.  The  above-mentioned  privateer  is  seriously 
damaged  by  a  leak  on  her  bows,  and  she  has  a  crew  of  about  eighty  men.  I  shall  be  happy 
to  act  upon  your  excellency's  instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  vei^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  FUENTE8, 

U.  S,  Consular  Agent, 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  U,  S.  of  America  at  Madrid, 

8  O'CLOCK,  p.  m. 
I  have  received  this  moment  a  telegram  from  the  captain  eeneral  of  marine  at  Ferrol, 
informing  me  that,  in  regard  to  the  repairs  of  the  Stonewall,  he  will  act  according  to  the 

instructions  he  has  received  from  his  government.  

FUENTES. 
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[Tnoislation.] 

Consular  Agency  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Corunna,  Ftbrmary  2  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  jon  that  yesterday  afternoon  there  entered  this  port,  with 
serioos  damages,  the  confederate  screw  steamer  Stonewall,  arriving  from  Copenhagen.  This 
is  a  ship-of-war,  iron-clad,  and  with  a  ram.  She  was  purchased  a  few  days  since  at  Copen- 
hagen, and  has  on  board  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship  of  the  same  class,  the  Florida.  It 
is  probable  she  may  go  on  to  Ferrol,  at  which  place  she  will  remain  some  time  for  the  repair 
of  the  serious  damages.  There  is  also  a  possioility  that  her  presence  on  this  coast  may  re- 
late to  the  burning  of  a  vessel  which,  arrested  by  a  storm,  got  aground  among  the  Lisargas 
islands,  and  whicq,  according  to  all  the  notices  that  have  reached  me,  oombmes  all  proba- 
bilities that  she  is  North  American.  I  am  engaged  in  elucidating  all  that  is  positive  in  this 
re8])ect,  and  in  season,  in  fulfilment  of  my  duty,  will  bring  to  your  knowledge  the  result  of 
my  investigation.  • 

I  salute  you,  consul,  with  my  most  distinguished  consideration.     . 

ANTO.  GEA.  FUENTESk 

Consul  of  the  Uniud  Suues,  Vigo, 


[Translation.] 

Consular  Agency  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Coruuna,  FtAruary  13,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  knowledge  that,  on  the  14th  of  January  last,  a  ship 
grounded  on  the  greater  island  of  Lisargas,  which  had  been  burned — apparently  of  about 
two  thousand  tons,  coming  from  the  southward.  The  ship,  which  had  been  noticed  at  some 
distance,  was  completely  abandoned,  and  had  no  crew.  Having  heard  she  belonged  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  I  went  at  once  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster,  and,  from  the  fng" 
ments  picked  up  by  residents  on  the  island,  who  declared  they  had  seen  the  North  American 
fla^  floating  among  the  waves — ^because  of  the  combination  of  colors  minted  on  a  shield 
which  formed  part  of  the  poop  of  the  shipwrecked  vessel,  by  her  build,  and  the  cargo  of 
timber  she  contained— I  in  fact  satisfied  myself  that  the  vessel  burned  was  doubtless  one  of 
the  ships  which  come  periodicidly  to  the  ports  of  Cevaca  and  Ferrol  with  spars  and  timber 
for  the  Spanish  government 

The  cruiser  Stonewall  having  come  to  this  port  a  short  time  afterwards,  and  which  might, 
perhaps,  be  the  author  of  the  destruction  of  said  vessel,  I  determined  to  visit  the  confeder- 
ate ship  incogrnito,  and  eather  some  data  that  might,  in  one  case  or  another,  be^iseful  to  the 
government  of.  the  republic  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  This  plan  I  could  not 
successfully  carry  through;  but  I  satisfied  myself,  from  the  surprise  and  confusion  manifested 
by  the  crew  of  uie  confederate  vessel,  on  listening  to  well-dissembled  interrogatories,  that 
they  had  been  the  cause  of  the  disaster  anticipated,  and  that  the  crew  of  the  vessel  fired  was 
then  on  board  in  the  hold. 

This  was  the  cause  I  was  not  at  my  post  on  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the  United 
States  frigate  Niagara,  Captain  Craven.  All  your  telegrams  have  been  received.  The 
confederate  cruiser  continues  at  Ferrol,  repairing  damages.  It  is  supposed  she  has  obt^ned 
leave  of  the  government  for  this  purpose. 

I  salute  you  with  the  most  distmguished  consideration. 

A.  G.  FUENTES. 

The  Charo£  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid. 

The  steam-ram  Stonewall  was  built  at  Bordeaux,  and  left  the  above-named  port  with  m 
Danish  crew ;  was  transferred  to  the  rebels  at  sea,  with  her  present  armament  on  Doard.  The 
Danish  coat-of-arms  is  still  attached  to  the  stem  of  said  vessel.  She  was,  by  avowed  intention, 
looking  after  the  United  States  frigates  Niagara  and  Sacramento,  when  a  severe  leak  about 
her  stem  obliged  her  to  enter  this  port  for  repairs.  Forty  men  from  a  private  ship-yard  are 
doing  the  repairs,  aided  by  shipwrights  from  the  arsenal  at  FerroL  The  decks  of  thie  Stone- 
wall are  of  wood,  with  plating  of  iron  one  inch  thick  beneath. 
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I  haTe  also  to  infonn  yon  that  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Pahn,  enipneer  at  this  dock-yard, 
(and  a  true  American,)  renders  me  a  ^at  service  in  obtaining  many  particulars  regarding 
the  Stonewall,  and  in  sight  of  your  telegram,  I  send  him  to  Conmna  to  see  the  commander 
of  the  Niagara,  to  give  him  knowledge  of  all.  The  Stonewall,  according  to  the  general 
report  of  her  crew,  was  built  at  Bordeaux,  and  went  to  Copenhagen ;  armament  and  crew 
were  famished  by  an  English  vessel,  whose  name  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain ;  and 
said  vessel  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  course  of  three  or  four  days,  and  I  will  be  disappointed 
if  she  does  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  ships,  and  with  more  reason,  as  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  captain  to  destroy  all  merchant  vessels  she  may  find  in  her  way  to  America. 

Sorry  you  have  taken  the  trouble  to  send  me  the  letter  of  credit ;  the  expenses  at  present 
are  only  for  telegrams  to  you. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  acknowledge  my  gratitude  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  just  claim,  and 
hope  justice  will  be  made  to  me  by  our  government,  to  whom  I  sincerely  wish  prosperity 
and  victory,  and  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ANT.  Y.  FEENANDEZ. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq., 

CniUd  States  Charge  d' Affaires,  Madrid. 


[Enclosure  G,  with  No.  168.] 

Mr,  Banuelos  to  Mr.  Perry. 

MlNISTERiO  DE  EsTADO,  February  16,  1865. 
Bear  Sir  :  I  have  been  waiting  for  you  two  hours.    I  wish  to  see  you  a  moment,  and  will 
be  en  minist^  this  evening,  not  Ming  able  to  go  to  Eue  d^Alcala  to  present  mes  homages  a 
Mme.  Perry. 
No  transshipment  allowed  Ik  ce  soir. 
Yours,  sincerely, 

M.  BANUELOS. 


Mr.  Terry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  169.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  enclosed  the  translation  of  Mr.  Benavide's 
note  to  me  of  Slst  iiTstant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  18th  instant,  which  was  for- 
warded as  enclosure  C  of  despatch  No.  168,  of  Fehiuary  20th.  This  note  con- 
firms the  resalt  announced  to  you  in  that  despatch.  Last  night  in  company  I 
saw  Mr.  Benavides,  and  inquured  of  him  if  this  note  was  intended  to  be  the  end, 
or  whether  repairs  on  the  Stonewall  would  ever  be  recommenced  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion. Mr.  Benavides  said  no ;  that  this  was  the  end  of  repairs  on  that  ship,  and 
that  such  was  the  meaning  of  his  note. 

He  then  said,  pleasantly,  I  think  vou  have  caught  this  one,  meaning  the  Stone- 
wall, and  asked  me  what  force  we  had  there  watching  her.  I  told  him  we  had 
the  Niagara  and  Sacramento,  and  that  both  ships  had  moved  over  to  Gorunna, 
probably  to  avoid  the  ope^tion  of  this  twenty-four  hours  rule.  As  he  appeared 
not  to  be  at  all  chagrined  at  the  announcement  of  this  idea,  I  then  said  in  the  same 
tone  that  he  must  remember  there  was  a  point  loose  in  his  diplomacy  as  regarded 
the  enforcement  of  the  twentv-four  hours  rule  in  this  case.  He  had  o&cially 
stated  to  me  that  the  Spanish  government  had  not  power  enough  at  Ferrol  to 
detain  the  Stonewall  if  she  chose  to  go.  How  could  he  pretend  to  stop  our 
ships  from  following  the  Stonewall  if  he  could  not  give  me  the  guarantee  that 
they  might  not  be  followed  for  twenty-four  hours  by  the  iron-clad,  in  case  ours 
should. wish  to  leave  first?  Mr.  Benavides  laughed,  and  without  answering  this 
question,  turned  the  conversation  by  saying  that  he  was  persuaded  the  Stonewall 
would  not  start.  /^  i 
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A  telegram  from  the  consular  agent  at  Ferrol,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  in- 
forms me  that  the  Stonewall  coutinned  leaking;  that  nothing  happened,  and  he 
would  advise  me  of  anything  new. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEBBY. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington, 

Received  and  read  at  the  legation  at  Paris,  March  1, 1865,  and  posted  same 
day. 

BIGELOW. 


[Translation.] 

Department  op  State, 

Palace,  February  2h  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  voor  note  of  the  18th  instant,  in  which  you  are  so 
good  as  to  manifest  to  me,  referring  to  telegraphic  despatches  of  the  consular  agent  at  Ferrol, 
that,  after  the  termination  of  the  repairs  on  the  iron-clad  steamer  Stonewall,  this  vessel  is  still 
not  in  a  condition  to  take  the  seas  because  of  certain  radical  defects  of  construction  which 
you  solicit  maj  not  be  permitted  to  be  remedied  in  the  ship-yard  of  the  said  port  of  Fenrol, 
nor  in  any  other  in  Spain. 

The  reasons  which  yon  present  in  support  of  your  wishes  have  been  duly  appreciated  bj 
the  goYemment  of  the  Queen,  which,  bemff  conyinced  of  its  dutj  not  to  separate  its  conduct 
from  the  line  marked*  out  for  it  in  the  royal  decree  of  June  17,  1861,  has  dictated  the  proper 
orders  that  it  be  thus  done  in  the  case  to  which  jou  refer. 

The  minister  of  marine,  confirming  the  orders  previously  communicated  that  the  repaira 
which  might  be  made  on  the  Stonewall  should  not  be  such  as  to  better  her  militaiy  or  sea- 
going qualities,  has  instructed  the  naval  authority  at  Ferrol  to  strictly  comply  with  thoee 
orders,  and  not  to  permit  any  other  work  oh  the  said  vessel  than  that  qualified  by  the  com- 
mandant of  naval  engineers  as  indispensable  to  repair  the  particular  damage  which  obliged 
her  to  come  into  the  port  where  she  now  is. 

I  take  pleasure  in  oelieving  that  you  will  find  this  resolution  of  her  Majesty's  government 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  note  to  which  I  reply,  and  I  avail  myself  of  this 
occasion  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  BENAVIDES. 

Charge  d*AfpaiR£S  of  the  Umted  States, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Perry, 
No.  70.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingiont  February  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatch  of  Janu- 
ary 31,  No.  161,  which  gives  me  a  very  clear  and  succinct  account  of  a  recent  de- 
bate in  the  Spanish  senate  upon  the  ministerial  project  for  the  abandonment  of 
the  war  in  San  Domingo.  Accept  my  thanks  for  it.  I  see  that  apprehensiona 
of  possible  future  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  entered  largely  into 
this  debate.  If  I  had  been  near  by  I  would  have  whispered  to  the  statesmen 
of  Spain  that  there  is  one  national  passion  which  the  united  States  have  not 
developed,  and  are  not  likely  to  develop  as  strongly  as  other  states,  namely,  the 
passion  of  conquest  There  is  another  which  they  cherish  more  than  any  na- 
tion, that  is,  the  love  of  national  unity.  The  latter  i#  harmless  to  foreign  pow- 
ers, while  it  tends  to  procure  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity,  always  essential 
to  the  public  prosperity  and  happiness.  If,  at  last,  iSpain  has  been  satisfied 
that  the  American  Union  will  survive  the  fearful  revolution  by  which  it  has  so 
long  been  assailed,  an  official  word  in  acknowledgment  of  that  fact  would  soothe 
all  existing  asperities,  and  confirm  in  regard  to  her  the  good  will  and  friendship 
which  it  has  been  your  duty  and  mine  to  preserve  through  recent  trials  painfol 
to  both  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  ^.,  Madrid.  r^^^^l^ 
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lit.  Terry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  171.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  5,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  an  interesting  correspondence  with 
Commodore  Graven,  which  will  afford  jou  a  better  idea  of  the  situation  of  things 
at  Ferrol  than  any  I  could  give  otherwise. 

My  telegram  of  this  morning  refers  oi  course  to  the  gallant  commodore's  temp- 
tation, as  related  in  his  letter. 

The  consular  telegram  from  Ferrol,  and  the  commodore's  from  Corunna,  bring 

the  accounts  down  to  the  date  of  ,     My  telegram  just  forwarded  to  you 

through  our  consul  at  Queenstown,  to  be  put  aboard  the  Gunard  steamer  of 
to-day  from  that  port. 

A  copy  goes  enclosed ;  and  1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 


[A  No.  1,  enclosed  with  despatch  Ko.  170.] 

Legation  op  the  Uotted  States, 

Madrid,  February  23,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  press  of  business  in  this  legation  has  prevented  me  from  addressing  you  in 
writing  till  to-day.  You  will  have  received  various  telegrams,  however,  and  I  have  to  ac 
knowledge  receipt  of  several  from  yon. 

It  is  proper  torday  for  me  to  give  vou  some  information  of  what  has  heen  done  in  the  matter 
of  the  steam  ram  Stonewall  now  under  your  snpervision  at  Ferrol ;  and  as  there  is  certainly  a 
moment  of  quiet,  if  not  a  definitive  legal  detention  of  that  ship,  I  hasten  to  trace  briefly  the 
history  of  the  case  and  its  present  condition.  I  was  informed  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  in- 
stant of  the  arrival  of  the  rebel  ship  at  Corunna. 

Before  daylight  on  the  4th  telegrams  were  sent  to  London,  Paris,  Ferrol,  Corunna,  Lisbon, 
Cadiz,  and  Gibraltar — one  of  which,  I  suppose,  was  the  means  of  your  getting  notice,  and 
another  sent  off  the  Sacramento  from  Cadiz. 

On  the  4th  I  sa^r  the  Spanish  minister,  and  claimed  that  no  repairs  should  be  allowed  to 
the  corsair;  a  formal  note  was  also  addressed  to  the  Spanish  government  to  the  same  effect. 
The  consuls  had  been  ordered  to  protest  before  the  local  authorities  at  Corunna  and  Ferrol, 
and  this  deiaved  the  repairs  till  the  resolution  of  this  government  should  be  taken. 

After  this  hrst  action  you  will  find  the  history  of  the  case  in  press  copy  of  my  despatch 
No.  164  of  February  8,  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward  at  Washington. 

That  situation  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  9th,  when  the  Spanish  government,  under 
the  influence  of  the  counsel  thev  had  taken  from  the  representatives  of  France  and  England, 
and  in  fear  of  the  verv  powerful  opposition  of  the  O'Donnellite  party  in  the  chambers,  which 
party  had  published  the  roval  decree  of  June  17,  1861,  and  made  a  precedent  under  it  in  the 
case  of  the  Sumter  at  Cadiz  in  June,  1862,  fell  back  f¥om  their  verbal  arrangement  with  me 
not  to  allow  any  repairs,  and  ordered  such  repairs  to  be  made  as  were  indispensable  for  the 
security  of  the  crew  of  the  Stonewall  at  sea,  and  that  ship  to  be  then  ordered  to  immediately 
leave  the  port. 

My  despatches  Nos.  165  and  166  to  Mr.  Seward  would  give  you  the  details  of  all  this,  but 
the  only  unregistered  copies  I  have  are  now  in  the  han(&  of  Mr.  Bigelow  at  Paris  for  his 
information. 

I  enclose,  however,  a  copy  of  my  protest  delivered  to  the  Spanish  government  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th,  which  again  had  the  effect  to  bring  them  up,  and  limited  the  repairs 
which  they  had  decided  to  permit  to  so  insignificant  an  amount  in  point  of  fact,  compared 
with  what  the  ram  really  needed  to  be  done,  that  I  trust  what  was  done  will  prove  to  be 
useless. 

I  send  also  copy  of  the  ofiicial  letter  I  wrote  on  the  8th  instant  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Paris,  in 
order  to  strengthen  his  hands  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  see  if  that  government  would 
not  aid  us  to  stop  the  Stonewall. 

Meantime  all  this  had  had  the  effect  to  gain  time,  and  the  Stonewall  was  not  able  to  com- 
mence her  limited  repairs  till  afler  your  welcome  arrival  at  Corunna. 

I  had  been  greatly  chagrined  and  disappointed  at  the  failure  of  the  Sacramento  to  appear 

uigiLizeu  uy 'v.j  v^v-/pc  iN^ 


610  DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

when  she  was  needecl,  but  yonr  own  most  opportune  arriyal  secured  in  fact  the  practical  suc- 
cess of  this  little  diplomatic  campaign,  and  efifidctuallj  stopped  the  career  of  the  most  formi- 
dable pirate  the  rebels  have  been  able  to  hoist  their  flag  over  outside  their  own  military  lines. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  you,  however,  to  know  the  subsequent  course  of  events  here  and 
in  Paris. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Bigelow  of  even  date  with  mine  to  him  will  show  how  little 
dependence  can  be  placed  on  that  government  to  do  any  thing  in  our  favor  until  they  are 
oblieed  to. 

My  despatch  No.  166,  of  20th  instant,  will  tell  you  the  rest  of  the  story,  and  show  the  pre- 
c^Be  situation  of  the  Stonewall  at  present  in  a  legal  and  diplomatic  point  of  view.  Tou  will 
know  her  condition  in  point  of  material  impediments  to  her  departure  much  better  than  I,  and 
I  beg  you  to  let  me  have  your  opinion  as  to  her  capability  of  going  to  sea  in  her  nreeent  con- 
dition, and  whether  the  means  at  your  command  are  sufficient  to  control  her.  You  will,  of 
course,  know  what  to  do  about  the  24  hours  rule  without  any  advice  from  me.  I  have  only 
to  sav  that  if  that  rule  should  be  infringed,  I  will  undertake  to  fight  out  the  diplomatic  battle 
which  would  ensue  in  such  a  way  that  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  prejudiced. 

You  will  notice  in  my  No.  164  to  Mr.  Seward  that  I  have  been  officially  informed  by  the 
Spanbh  government  that  Spain  has  not  power  enough  at  Ferrol  to  detain  the  iron-clad  if  she 
chooses  to  go.  What  right  has  Spain,  then,  to  pretend  to  detain  you  for  24  hours  after  the 
departure  of  the  Stonewall,  if  she  nas.not,  according  to  her  own  confession,  power  enough  to 
detain  the  Stonewdl  for  24  hours  after  the  departure  of  your  wooden  ships  f  If  she  cannot 
give  you  the  security  that  your  poor  little  wooden  ships  will  not  be  followed  and  devoured  by 
tnls  iron  monster  as  soon  as  you  leave  port,  how  can  she  pretend  that  the  monster  shall  not 
be  followed  by  you  in  case  you  should  take  a  fancy  to  bite  his  heels  even  at  the  risk  of  your 
own  total  destruction?  This  is  a  point  loose  in  the  network  of  their  diplomacy  which  I  do 
not  propose  to  mention  till  it  is  neeaed,  but  which  you  have  a  right  to  know  for  your  own 
use  in  tne  way  which  may  seem  most  proper  to  yourself. 

I  have  to  say  also  that  the  government  at  Washington  must  have  received  my  telegram, 
copy  of  which  goes  enclosed  on  or  before  the  15  th  instant.  I  have  advice  from  our  consul  at 
Queenstown  that  it  arrived  in  time  to  be  put  aboard  the  Asia  same  day,  and  that  he  had 
ordered  it  to  be  telegraphed  on  from  Halifax  by  the  consul  at  that  port  It  is  very  probable, 
therefore,  that  you  may  see  your  squadron  promptly  re-enforced  by  snips  sent  out  from  America. 

Pray  do  me  the  fiaivor  to  return  the  press  copies  of  documents  which  accompany  this  alter 
perusal. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY, 


Commodore  Thos.  T.  Craven, 

Aboard  Flag-ship  Niagara,  at  Carunna, 


United  States  Chargi  d' Affaires. 


A  No.  2. 


U.  &  Ship  Niagara,  Corunka,  Spain,  FAmary  28,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yesterday  your  despatch  of  the  23d  instant,  with 
accompanying  copies  of  your  several  despatches  to  our  Secretaiy  of  State  at  Washington  and 
to  our  charge  d*waires  at  Paris,  giving  full  and  very  interesting  information  of  what  has 
been  done  in  the  matter  of  the  pirate  ram  Stonewall.  You  ask  my  opinion  as  to  her  capabil- 
ity of  going  to  sea  in  her  present  condition.  I  can  only  answer  this  by  stating  thus :  from 
the  information  I  received  on  my  arrival  here,  and  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  see  of  that 
vessel,  and  learn  from  our  agent  and  the  authorities  at  Ferrol,  providing  that  the  infbrmati<»i 
can  be  relied  on,  she  is  not,  eX  this  time,  in  a  seaworthy  condition.  Tne  leak  has  been  but 
imperfectly  stopped  and  might  at  any  time  break  out  and  become  as  inconvenient  as  ever. 

Notwithstanding  the  pledges  g^ven  you  by  the  Spanish  minister,  that  strict  orders  had  beea 
issued  to  the  commandant  at  Ferrol  not  to  allow  any  repairs,  except  such  as  were  indispens- 
able for  the  security  of  the  crew  of  the  Stonewall  at  sea,  to  be  put  upon  her ;  notwithstand- 
ing the  assurances  of  the  naval  commandant  at  Ferrol  that  those  orders  had  been  strictly 
OMyed,  and  notwithstanding  I  place  implicit  confidence  in  the  honesty  of  purpose,  and  of 
these  assurances,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that,  in  spite  of  their  care  and  watchfulness  to  prevent 
it,  the  pirates  have  had  the  opportunity  and  have  clandestinely  improved  their  time,  and 
have  done  much  more  than  they  have  proposed  to  do  towards  not  only  the  repairs,  but  to 
the  fitting  out  of  their  vessel  in  the  bay  of  Ferrol.  Besides  other  occupations  thev  were 
busily  engaged  for  one  or  two  days  after  my  arrival  at  that  port  in  filling  up  their  shells  and 
otherwise  preparing  their  battery  for  work.  The  Stonewall  is  a  venr  formidable  vessel,  about 
175  feet  long,  brig  rigged,  and  completely  clothed  in  iron  plates  of  five  inches  in  thickness. 
Under  her  top-gallant  forecastle  is  her  casemated  Armstrong  SOO-poxmder  rifled  gun ;  in  a 
turret  abafl  her  mainmast  are  two  120-pounder  rifled  guns,  and  sne  has  two  smaller  guns 
mounted  in  broadside.  If  as  fast  as  reputed  to  be  in  smooth  water,  she  ought  to  be  more 
than  a  match  for  three  such  ships  as  the  Niagara.    Should  we  be  so  fortunate,  nowever,  as  to 


uigiLizeu  uy  >»_■  v^v,/ 


&'^ 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  511 

eatch  ber  out  in  xtmgb  weather,  we  might  ^sibly  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  her  career.  Oar 
main  chance  now  depends  upon  the  possibilitj  of  detaining  her  where  she  is  until  the  gov- 
ernment sees  fit  to  send  out  proper  re-enforcements.  In  the  mean  time,  and  in  any  event,  I 
shall  strive  to  do  my  duty. 

As  the  Spanish  authorities  have  acknowledged  their  inability  to  prevent  the  egress  of  the 
Stonewall  m>m  Ferrol,  why  have  I  not  the  right,  "  in  self-defence,"  to  seize  upon  the  oppor- 
tanity  to  run  her  down  in  that  harbor  ?  I  feel  sorely  tempted  to  try  it,  and  were  she  in  a 
French  port,  with  the  same  eood  reason  holding,  I  should  not  long  hesitate  to  hazard  the  die. 

In  order  that  you  may  unaerstand  fully  the  part  that  I  have  taken  in  this  matter,  I  enclose 
herewith  a  copy  of  part  of  a  letter  which  I  adaressed  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  on  the  20th  instant  I 
wished  to  send  you  the  entire  copy  of  that  despatch,  but  it  has  not  been  copied  in  my  letter- 
book,  and  I  cannot  now  lay  my  nands  on  the  missing  finishing  clause,  which  was,  however, 
merely  introducing  a  g^tleman  who  kindly  volunteered  to  bei^  my  despatches  to  Paris,  and 
is  of  no  importance. 

Thanking  you,  sir,  for  your  very  kind  consideration  in  loaning  me  those  press  copies  of 
your  correspondence,  (wmch  are  herewith  enclosed, )  and  with  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  bold 
stand  you  nave  taken,  and  my  warmest  congratulations  upon  the  very  able  and  felicitous 
manner  in  which  you  have  handled  this  case  of  the  Stonewall, 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  CRAVEN,  Commodore  U.  5.  JVavy. 

Hon.  Horatio  J.  Perrt, 

American  Chargi  tPAjfaireSf  ^c,  ^c,  Madrid^ 


PERRY. 


A  No.  3. 

[Telegram.— Madrid,  March  5,  1865—9  a.  m.] 

To  Commodore  Craven,  aboard  toar-frigaU  Niagara,  Corunna : 
I  have  your  letter.    Thanks.    My  impression  is  clear  that  you  had  better  not 

B  No.  2. 

[Teleg^ram. — Corunna,  March  4. — fib.  2dm.  p.  m.] 
Hon,  H,  J.  Perrff,  American  Ckargi  d* Affaires : 

Thanks  for  your  glorious  news.    Hurrah !    Shall  salute  on  Monday. 

CRAVEN. 

B. 

[Telegram.— Ferrol,  March  4—11  a.  m.] 
To  the  Chargi  d^  Affaires  of  the  United  States  : 

Stonewall  continues  in  the  saoie  state. '  Her  commander  expected  back  from  Paris. 

FERNANDEZ. 


B  No.  1. 

[Telegram. — Madrid,  March  4.] 

Commodore  Craven,  aboard  frigate  Niagara,  Corunna : 

Sherman  has  beaten  Beauregard ;  has  occupied  Columbia,  Branchville,  and  Charleston. 
Fortifications  all  entire,  with  2(H)  magnificent  cannon,  have  fallen  into  our  hands.    Gold  195. 

H.  J.  PERRY. 

B. 

[Telegram.] 
[Official  service.— To  Secretary  of  State  of  United  States,  Washington.] 

Sunday  morning,  March  5. 
To  Consul  of  United  States,  QueonsUnon,  Cork : 

The  Stonewall  remains  in  the  same  condition.    The  Niagara  and  Sacramento  are  vigilant 
but  insufficient 

PERRY. 
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Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  174.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  10,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  my  notes  to  her  Catholic  Majesty's 
minister  of  state,  dated  the  7th  instant,  one  of  which  refers  to  the  case  of  men 
reported  to  have  left  the  English  ship  Clyde,  at  Ferrol,  and  gone  aboard  the 
Stonewall,  reported  to  you  in  my  No.  172,  of  7th  instant,  and  the  other  is  based 
on  information  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  whose  letter 
of  3d  instant  announced  that  thirty  men  formerly  belonging  to  the  pirate  Florida 
were  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Spain  to  join  the  StonewalL 

•  •  •  •  3|e  :|K  :|K 

To-day  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Benavides,  in  which  he  informed 
me  that  orders  had  already  been  sent  out  to  impede  these  thirty  men  from  joining 
the  Stonewall,  but  he  could  not  then  tell  me  precisely  where  those  orders  had 
gone. 

I  said  that  in  the  uncertainty  as  to  where  these  men  would  present  themselves, 
whether  by  railway  coming  from  France  or  at  some  other  port,  so  as  to  avoid* 
our  vessels  at  Ferrol,  I  was  afraid  that  a  simple  repetition  of  orders  to  Ferrol 
might  not  be  sufficient.  I  was  anxious  that  her  Majesty's  government  should 
avoid  all  responsibility  in  regard  to  these  men,  who  were  not  mere  passengers 
or  travellers,  but  enlisted  seamea  in  the  military  service  of  the  insurrection, 
coming  from  one  armed  vessel  to  join  another  now  seeking  to  complete  her 
crew  in  a  Spanish  port.  I  considered,  therefore,  that  the  Spanish  government 
would  have  a  perfect  right,  even  under  their  ideas  of  neutrality,  to  stop  these 
enlisted  men  at  the  frontier,  or  to  make  them  take  some  other  direction,  and 
not  allow  them  to  travel  in  the  direction  of  Ferrol. 

Mr.  Benavides  said  that  was  undoubtedly  so,  and,  at  my  suggestion,  said  he 
would  have  orders  sent  to  the  French  and  Portuguese  frontiers,  as  well  as  to 
the  seaports  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  so  that  these  men  should  assuredly  be 
stopped  if  they  presented  themselves  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Benavides  also  promised  to  have  the  facts  connected  with  the  shipment 
of  certain  men  formerly  belonging  to  an  English  vessel  now  in  port  at  Ferrol 
aboard  the  Stonewall  properly  and  thoroughly  investigated. 

While  I  am  writing  I  n  ceive  the  copy  of  protest  made  by  the  consular 
agent  Antonio  Y.  Fernandez,  addressed  to  the  brigadier  general  military  gov- 
ernor of  Ferrol,  in  compliance  with  my  telegraphic  instruction  of  the  6th 
instant  on  this  subject.  It  is  dated  on  the  7th  instant,  and  a  translated  copy 
goes  enclosed.  My  telegram  will  be  found  as  enclosiure  6,  No.  10,  of  despatch 
No.  172,  of  7th  instant. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


A. 

Madrid,  March  7,  1865. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  telegram  received  from  the  consolar  agent  of 
the  United  States  at  Ferrol,  which  informs  me  that,  in  spite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  author- 
ities of  that  port,  a  nnmher  of  men  had  found  means  to  emhark  aboi^  the  Stonewall  from 
the  English  ship  Clyde,  now  at  anchor  in  that  port. 

It  must  be  easy  to  verify  the  truth  of  this  statement  by  investigating  the  fact  whether  the 
Clyde  has  now  on  board  the  same  men'  she  had  when  she  entered  Ferrol,  and  whether  the 
Stonewall  has  increased  her  crew  of  79  men  since  she  arrived. 
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I  anderstand  your  exceUency  to  be  agreed  that  the  Stonewall  cannot  be  permitted  to  In- 
crease the  number  of  her  crew  while  within  the  Spanish  jurisdiction ;  and  if  she  has  diso- 
beyed the  orders  of  her  Majesty's  (^ovemment  in  this  respect,  your  exceUency  will  know 
what  are  the  measures  proper  to  be  taken  in  such  a  case. 

I  beg^  to  solicit  your  excellency's  prompt  attention  to  this  incident,  and  a¥^il  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinjruished  consideration. 

HORATIO  J.  JPERRY. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  op  State  of  H.  C.  M. 


[Telegram. — ^Translation.  ] 


Ferrol,  March  6,  1865. 


To  the  Charge  d'Affaire$  of  the  United  States : 

Captain  of  English  merchantman  Clyde,  two  months  in  port,  told  me  the  greater  part  of 
the  crew  had  shipped  on  the  Stonewall.    What  am  I  to  dof 

FERNANDEZ. 
Madrid,  March  6. 

EDUARDO  URICH, 
Chief  on  Service. 


B. 

Madrid,  March  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  despatch  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Liverpool,  which  infonms  me  that  about  30  men  formerly  belongin^^  to  the  pirate 
ship  Florida,  and  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  rebel  faction  now  in  insurrection  in 
the  United  States  are,  or  soon  will  be,  on  their  way  to  join  the  iron-clad  vessel  Stonewall,  now  at 
anchor  in  the  port  of  Ferrol;  For  this  purpose  it  was  supposed  they  would  be  sent  by  steamer 
from  Calais  to  some  port  in  Spain,  but  it  is  also  very  possible  that  they  may  proceed  by  land 
from  that  place  to  Ferrol. 

In  laying  these  facts  before  your  excellency,  I  have  to  beg  that  the  proper  orders  be  issued 
to  her  Majesty's  authorities  on  the  frontiers  of  France  and  Portugal,  and  at  all  the  ports  on 
the  Atlantic  coast,  not  to  permit  the  entrance  into  Spain  of  these  men  in  the  military  service 
of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  armed  expedition  prepar- 
ing aboard  the  Stonewall  to  make  war  upon  the  United  States,  but  to  impede  theu*  journey 
in  that  dire<^tion  and  separate  them  effectually  from  that  port  I  beg  also  that  renewed  orders 
may  be  given  to  the  authorities  at  Ferrol,  in  view  of  these  facts,  to  prevent  by  every  means 
in  the  power  of  her  Majesty's  government  the  joining  of  more  men  to  this  armed  expedition 
aboara  the  Stonewall,  whether  they  present  themselves  singly  or  in  bands  coming  by  sea  or 
land  to  that  port. 

And  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  mj  most 
distinguished  consideration, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State  of  H.  C.  M, 


United  States  Consulate  Tower  Bcildimu,  St.  Water  Street, 

Liverpool^  March  3,  1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  crew  from  the  pirate  Florida,  numbering  some  30,  men  were  landed  at  this 
port  on  the  16th  ultimo  from  one  of  the  Boston  steamers.  They  were  paid  off  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  and  a  certificate  eiven  them  that  they  were  to  be  on  the  steamer  Rappahannock  on 
the  10th  March,  until  which  time  they  were  to  have  leave  of  absence.  I  now  hear  that  they 
are  to  muster  on  the  Rappahannock  at  the  time  mentioned,  and  are  then  to  be  taken  on  a 
steamer  to  the  Stonewall  now  in  one  of  the  Spanish  ports ;  most  likely  an  English  steamer 
will  perform  this  duty.  Inform  Commodore  Craven. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
H.  J.  Terry,  Esq. 

D  c  33  • 
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Mr.  Fernamdei  to  Military  Governor  of  Ferrol. 
[Tnatlation.] 

It  faaTing^  come  to  'mj  knowled^  that  part  of  the  crew  of  the  English  ship  Cleodon,* 
moored  in  this  hasin  of  La  Grava  for  repairs,  hare  abandoned  that  ship  and  |;oiie  aboaxd  the 
confederate  corsair  Stonewall  and  enlisted  in  her  service,  I  cannot  do  less,  in  fulfilment  of 
mj  duty,  according  to  my  orderb  bj  telegram  of  yesterday,  than  to  address  myself  to  you  in 
reclamation  of  the  rights  of  neutrality,  and  protesting  agiunst  the  admission  of  said  corsair 
while  she  may  be  within  this  iurisdiction  of  one  single  man  more  than  the  seventy-nine 
which  her  commander  declared  on  his  entrance  into  this  port.  All  which  I  hasten  to  put  in 
your  knowledge  for  the  proper  effects  which  may  follow. 

God  guard  you  for  many  years.    Fenrol,  March  7,  1865. 

ANTONIO  Y.  FERNANDEZ. 

Senor  Brigadier  Governador  Miutaii  de  e$u  Biaxa,  ^c,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

No.  175.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  an  interview  which  I  enjoyed  yesterday  with  her  Catholic  Majesty's 
minister  of  state,  Mr.  Benavides  took  occasion  to  tell  me  that  Mr.  Madion,  the 
minister  for  Hayti,  had  approached  him  with  a  proposition  for  what  he  called 
the  neutralization  of  that  entire  islaiid.  This  proposition,  as  I  understood  it, 
was  the  expression  of  a  wish  that  the  great  maritime  powers  should  bind  them- 
selves  together,  and,  with  Hayti,  to  respect  the  neutrality  and  territorial  inde- 
pendence of  that  island  under  all  circumstances,  or  to  make  a  kind  of  American 
Switzerland  of  it,  as  Mr.  Benavides  expressed  it.  The  minister  went  on  to  say 
that  he  had  remarked  that  in  the  United  States  we  were  not  so  much  influenced 
by  the  question  of  the  form  of  government  adopted  by  our  neighbors  as  we 
were  by  that  of  the  interference  of  European  powers  in  American  concerns. 

Brazil  was  an  empire,  and  we  were  not  its  enemies  on  that  account    Hayti 
had  changed  its  form  of  government  spontaneously  and  we  had  not  interfered 
What  we  insisted  on  was,  that,  as  we  did  not  meddle  in  the  political  affairs  of 
Europe,  Europe  should  not  meddle  in  the  political  a£&irs  of  America. 

Mr.  Benavides  was  determined  to  listen  to  no  proposition,  take  no  step  at  all 
referring  to  any  part  of  America,  except  the  Spanish  colonies  of  Cuba  and 
Porto.  Uico,  without  counting  beforehand  on  a  good  understanding  with  tlie 
United  States.  Every  other  mode  of  proceeding,  every  other  reliance,  was 
futile.  This  was  his  policy  in  American  afiairs,  which  he  considered  to  be  a 
wise  policy,  and  the  only  one  which  Spain  ought  to  adopt. 

Therefore  he  had  immediately  asked  Mr.  Madion  whether  the  proposition  he 
made  here  had  also  been  made  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Madion  had  told  him  that  the  United  States  were  agreed  on  this  and 
desired  it.  Mr.  Benavides  had  answered,  very  well ;  but  let  it  be  understood 
that  Spain  will  not  entertain  any  proposition  of  this  nature,  nor  treat  with  any 
body  in  relation  to  it,  till  she  is  assured  that  the  government  of  Washington  is 
to  be  a  party  to  the  convention  if  made,  and  that  that  government  was  desirous 
it  should  be  made. 

I  said  that  I  had  no  instructions  at  all  on  this  subject,  and  did  not  know^ 
whether  anything  had  been  proposed  or  said  by  the  government  of  Hayti  to 
my  government  or  not.  What  I  could  do  would  be  to  report  what  his  excellency 
had  just  said  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  whatever  the  reply  might  be,  J  should  take 
great  pleasure  in  conveying  it  to  Mr.  Benavides;  meantime  I  must  reserve 
entirely  the  manifestation  of  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  question  presented, 
or  the  probabilities  of  what  the  President  would  think  about  it. 

♦  Written  "  C.yde"  in  ^A*  former  tekgram. 
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Mr.  Benavides  requested  me  to  write  to  you  about  it ;  and  it  beiug  tacitly  un- 
derstood that  this  government  would  not.  proceed  at  all  in  this  business  until 
your  instructions  should  be  received  by  me,  the  subject  dropped. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  176.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  iustruction  No.  68,  of  the  20th 
February,  in  reply  to  my  despatch  of  February  4,  No.  162. 

The  information  which  had  arrived  at  your  department  when  that  instruc- 
tion was  written,  as  to  the  character  and  movements  of  the  rebel  pirate  ships  in 
this  jurisdiction,  was  still  confused,  though  my  telegram  of  5th  February, 
through  the  United  States  consul  at  Queenstowu,  and  which  announced  an 
iron-dad  ram  at  Ferrol,  was  intended  to  correct  the  misapprehension  into 
which  I  had  been  led  in  my  despatch  of  the  4th,  when  the  new-comer  was 
supposed  to  be  the  Shenandoah. 

But  your  instructions  are  alike  adapted  to  either  cas^  and  I  have  taken 
especial  satisfaction  in  observing  that  the  view  of  this  subject,  which  1  was 
forced  by  the  pressure  of  circumstances  to  adopt  on  my  own  responsibility,  is 
not  dissimilar  from  that  dictated  by  your  superior  judgment. 

My  first  steps  in  this  a£Gair,  as  reported  on  the  4th  February,  are  approved 
by  you,  while  those  which  were  taken  subsequently  seem  to  be  covered  by 
your  instruction  with  singular  precision  and  forecast,  to  which  I  am  happy  to 
have  conformed. 

Having  occasion  to  see  Mr.  Benavides  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  impeding 
the  thirty  men  released  from  the  Florida  from  embarking  on  the  Stonewall,  which 
point  was  gained  as  reported  in  my  No.  174,  of  yesterday,  I  also  put  your  in- 
struction just  arrived  into  my  pocket,  and,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  read 
it  to  Mr.  Benavides. 

Much  of  the  conversation  in  that  interview  was  subsequent  to  this  reading  of 
your  instruction,  and  all  that  relating  to  Hayti,  as  reported  in  my  No.  175,  of 
to-day,  and  in  which  Mr.  Benavides  took  occasion  to  announce  the  principal 
features  of  his  policy  in  American  affairs,  took  place  afterwards. 

Seeing  the  opportunity  favorable,  I  did  not  fail  to  urge  again  upon  Mr. 
Benavides  the  considerations  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  separate  the 
policy  of  Spain  in  America  from  that  which  might  guide  the  conduct  of  France 
and  England,  and  to  this  reasoning  Mr.  Benavides  fully  assented  in  principle, 
as  you  will  observe  by  my  despatch  No.  175.  Bringing  the  matter  into  a 
concrete  form,  I  then  referred  to  the  late  glorious  news  from  our  armies  and 
fleet  in  the  Carolinas,  and  said  that  the  situation  of  things  was  to-day  un- 
doubtedly very  different  from  that  of  June,  1861,  when  the  royal  decree  of 
neutrality  was  adopted  by  Spain  in  imitation  of  France  and  England.  Mr. 
Benavides  agreed  to  this,  and  rejoiced  that  it  was  so.  I  then  said  that,  as  the 
state  of  political  relations  creat^  by  those  decrees  of  neutrality  was  about  to 
terminate  at  any  rate,  I  was  personally  desirous  that  Spain  should  seize  the 
occasion  for  an  act  of  prevision  which  could  not  fail  to  be  of  the  best  effect  in 
the  United  States.  I  wished  him  spontaneously,  in  view  of  the  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, to  review  the  policy  of  1861,  in  which  Spain  had  followed  England 
and  France,  and  now  to  take  the  lead  of  tho^e  powers  by  abolishing  the  royal 
decree  of  June,  1861,  and  placing  Spain  frankly  on  the  footing  of  a  friend  toj 
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the  government  of  Washington,  and  recognizing  the  insurgents  as  insurgents, 
and  nothing  more.  « 

Mr.  Bcnavides  assented  to  all  the  i-easoping  hy  which  I  arrived  at  this  con- 
clusion, and  said  he  would  take  the  measure  I  indicated  into  serious  consid- 
eration. He  would  study  the  point,  and  we  would  have  another  interview  con- 
cerning it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,    •  • 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry, 

No.  76.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  acertained  that  the  numbe^  of  American  merchant  ships  which 
were  built  and  owned  in  the  United  States,  and  which,  in  the  year  1858,  were 
transferred  to  a  British  registry,,  was  33,  and  their  tonnage  was  12,684;  that 
the  number  of  that  class  which  were  so  transferred  in  1859  was  49,  and  their 
tonnage  21,308 ;  that  the  number  in  1860  was  41,  and  their  tonnage  13,683; 
that  in  1861  the  number  rose  to  126,  and  the  tonnage  to  71,673;  that  in  1862 
the  number  reached  135,  and  their  tonnage  was  64,578;  that  in  1863  the  num- 
ber was  no  less  than  348,  and  the  tonnage  252,379 ;  and  that  in  1864  the  num- 
ber fell  to  106,  and  their  tonnage  to  92,052.  It  thus  appears  that  from  the 
beginning  of  our  civil  war  until  the  first  •of  January  last  thei  number  or  our 
merchant  ships  which  assumed  a  British  registry  was  715  or  thereabout.  We 
do  not  know  what  number  of  our  merchant  ships  have  sought  safety  by  acquir- 
ing other  registry  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  and,  therefore,  we  do  not  assume 
that  any  have  done  so.  Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  submit  the  foregoing  state- 
ment to  Earl  Russell,  and  to  say  to  him  that  they  are  regarded  as  illustrating 
the  great  disturbance  and  derangement  of  our  national  commerce ;  that  it  is 
our  opinion  that  this  derangement  is  a  necessary  and  legitimate  result,  not  of 
our  domestic  civil  war,  but  of  the  intervention  in  it  of  piratical  cruisers  built  in 
British  ports,  and  issuing  firom  them  to  devastate  our  trade  on  the  high  seas  in 
violation  of  municipal  laws,  treaties,  and  the  law  of  nations ;  and  that  the  abil- 
ity of  these  cruisers,  when  once  afloat  to  commit  such  devastations,  is  vastly 
increased  by  the  recognition  accorded  to  them  as  belligerent  vessels,  which  re- 
cognition has,  with  gi'eater  or  less  reservation,  been  extended  to  them  in  courts 
and  ports  of  the  British  realm  and  its  dependencies. 

The  government  of  Spain  has  concurred  with  that  of  Great  Britain  in  attrib- 
uting a  belligerent  character  to  the  piratical  vessels  of  which  mention  has  been 
made.  I  need  not  repeat  here  that  the  President  has  always  protested  equally 
against  the  departure  of  such  piratical  vessels  from  Spanish  ports,  and  the 
recognition  of  them  before  mentioned.  Still  insisting  on  that  protest,  you  will 
inform  her  Catholic  Majesty's  minister  for  foreign  affairs  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  government,  all  previous  justification  of  a  continuance  of  that  recognition 
has  now  failed  by  a  practical  reduction  of  all  the  ports  heretofore  temporarily 
held  by  the  insurgents.  The  President,  therefore,  now  looks  to  her  Catholic 
Majesty's  government  for  an  effectual  removal  of  the  evils  complained  of,  so  fiir 
as  depends  upon  Spain,  in  order  that  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States 
may  hereafter  be  carried  on  in  peace  and  safety. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Horatio  J.  Prrry,  Esq.,  Sfc„  ifc„  Madrid.  ^ 
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Mr.  Perry  to  Mr*  Seward,  * 

No.  177.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Marjk  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  Mr.  Bigelow's  letter  to  me  of  12th 
instant,  received  last  evening,  and  mine  to  Commodore  Graven,  enclosing  copy 
of  Mr.  Bigelow's,  and  sent  off  by  mail  to  Gorunua  last  night.  These  letters  ex- 
plain themselves. 

Both  the  Niagara  and  Sacramento  left  their  anchorage  at  Corunna  the  day 
before  yesterday  in  the  afternoon,  and  lay  aboat  eight  or  ten  miles  off  the  har- 
bor at  nightfall ;  yesterday  morning  they  were  not  visible. 

This  movement  was  andonbtedly  in  conseauence  of  my  letter  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, which  reached  Commodore  Craven  on  tne  10th.  On  the  night  of  the  11th 
or  12th  instant  he  telegraphed  me  his  thanks  for  that  information. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th,  I  also  received  from  onr  consular  agent  at  Ferrol 
the  repetition  of  a  telegraphic  despatch  he  had  jast  received  from  Mr.  Bigelow, 
conveying  the  same  information. 

These  tel^rams  are  copied,  and  go  enclosed,  and  the  situation  at  Corunna 
and  Ferrol  is  thus  before  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Perry. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Paris,  March  12,  1865. 

Dear  8ir  :  I  am  reliably  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  confederate  officer  in 
command  on  this  station,  Commodore  Barron,  to  change  the  upper  works  of  the  Stonewall, 
so  that  she  may  mount  ten  eons — four  on  a  side,  and  two  pivots,  one  on  each  end,  as  heavv 
as  can  be  bought.  It  is  also  proposed  to  cover  her  sides,  to  protect  her  machinery,  wiin 
chains  after  the  Winslow  pattern,  and  then  to  cover  them  again  with  wood  to  complete  the 


she  is  expected  to  muster  140  men,  and  to  be  ready  for  sea  in  fifteen  days  from  the  10th 
Instant. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW,  Charg6  d'Af aires, 
Hon.  H.  J.  Perry,  Chargi  d' Affaires. 


B 

Mr.  Perry  to  Commodore  Craven, 

Legation  of  the  United  States,   . 
Madrid,  March  14,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  *.  I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Bigelow  the  information  that  considerable 
changes  have  been  decided  on  in  the  construction  and  armament  of  the  Stonewall,  and  that 
he  hSs  sent  you  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me. 

I  have,  it  not  merely  by  word,  but  in  writing  also,  that  the  Spanish  government  will  not 
permit  any  more  work  to  be  done  on  that  ship. 

Either  the  decisions  of  Commodore  Barron  in  this  respect  are  thus  so  much  waste  paper, 
or  the  Stonewall  must  leave  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  and  go  into  some  other  fur  the  purpose 
of  getting  this  work  done.  You  will  be  able  to  judge  whether  it  was  perhaos  supposed  by 
the  confederate  officers,  at  the  time  the  work  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bigelow  was  decided  on,  that 
this  work  could  be  executed  in  Spain,  or  whether  they  mean  to  move  the  ship  as  she  is. 
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I  indiDe  to  the  former  snpj^tion,  and  ima^ne  tbej  will  still  waste  some  time  in  efforts 
to  bring  the  Spanish  anthorities  to  consent  to  tne  work  prcnected. 

Bnt  it  is  clear  that,  once  this  is  definitively  refused,  the  daj  will  have  come  for  them  to 
decide  whether  they  will  take  the  ship  out  as  she  is,  or  resign  themselres  to  let  her  rot  in 
port  at  Ferrol. 

Mj-  despatches  from  Mr.  Seward,  of  Febmary  20,  do  not  mention  the  sending  out  of  any 
re-enforcements  for  you,  though  it  is  evident  from  his  despatch  that  there  was  such  a  confu- 
sion  of  infonnation  m>m  Paris,  Nantes,  Madrid  and  Ferrol,  that  there  was  no  clear  intelli- 
gence by  that  steamer  of  what  had  really  happened. 

I  shall  have  despatches  again  the  day  alter  to-morrow,  -and  no  doubt  something  more 
explicit  will  be  heard  from  Washington. 

No  important  news  by  telegraph  from  this  steamer  arrived  yesterday. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  all  the  Atlantic  ports  and  to  the  if ontiers  of  France  and  Portu- 
gal to  stop  the  thirty  Florida's  men,  and  not  allow  them  to  traverse  Spain  in  a  direction 
towards  FerroL  New  orders  to  the  authorities  of  that  port  not  to  permit  their  embarcadon 
on  the  Stonewall  if  they  should  by  any  chance  reach  that  port. 

I  have  the  affair  of  the  Cleadon*s  men  also  in  good  train.  • 

Did  you  ever  see  a  negro  man  James  who  started  from  Madrid  to  go  to  you  on  the  27th 
ultimo  f 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

HORATIO  J.  PEHRY. 

Commodore  Craven,  Commmnding  Squadron  at  Corunna. 

Note. — A  copy  of  Mr.  Bigelow's  letter  of  12th  instant  also  accompanied  this  letter. 

H.  J.  P. 


Mr.  Fernandez  to  Mr.  Perry. 

[Telegram.] 


Ferrol,  March  11,  1865. 


Sr.  Encaroado  de  negocios  de  los  Ettados  Vnidos  : 

In  this  moment  I  received  from  Paris  the  following  despatch  to  communicate  you.  I  am 
advised  by  the  United  States  consul  at  liiverpool  that  the  corsair  Florida  were  pMd  off  on  or 
about  20th  February  last,  at  Liverpool,  when  they  received  a  leave  of  absence  until  the  lOth 
instant,  when  they  were  to  re-embark  at  Calais  on  board  the  Rappahannock. 

A  subsequent  letter  from  the  same  informs  me  that  these  men  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Stone- 
wall, Ferrol,  by  sea,  on  their  arrival  at  Calais.   By  post  I  will  send  to  you  the  original  despatch. 

FERNANDEZ. 


Commodore  Craven  to  Mr,  Perry. 
[Telegram.] 

COKUNNA,  March  11,  1865. 
Hon.  H.  J.  Perry,  American  Chargi  d:* Affaires : 
Thanks  for  your  despatch  received  yesterday. 

CRAVEN. 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  179.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  20,  1865. 

*SiR :  The  captain  of  the  Stonewall  returned  to  Ferrol,  as  expected.  The 
Niagara  and  Sacramento  returned  to  their  old  anchorage  at  the  Gorunna  on  the 
15th  instant.  Last  evening  a  telegram  from  our  couBular  agent  at  Ferrol  in- 
formed me  that  the  Stonewall  was  now  ready  to  leave  Ferrol  at  the  first  moment 
the  weather  should  permit,  and  that  he  is  not  afraid  of  our  ships.  A  telegram 
to  the  Spanish  government  also  informs  them  that  the  rehel  haa  taken  leave  of 
the  authorities  at  Ferrol  preparatory  to  sailing. 

This  determination  corresponds  exactly  to  what  was  foreseen  in  my  letter  to 
Commodore  Graven  of  14th  instant,  transmitted  to  you  with  my  No.  177  of  the 
15th  instant.     Meantime  we  have  no  n6ws  of  any  reinforcement  for  Com- 
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modore  Oraven,  asd  I  oannot  help  feariog  that  the  okas  and  power  of  this 
formidable  iron-clad  have  been  imperfectly  comprehended  at  Washington,  or  yon 
would  have  been  able  to  inform  me  before  this  that  a  force  sufficient  to  control 
this  vessel  had  left  oar  waters.  It  is  now  six  weeks  since  I  had  the  honor  to 
telegraph  jon  her  description,  without,  however,  being  able  to  give  you  details 
as  to  her  casemated  artillery,  which  may  be  compared  in  power  to  that  of  our 
best  monitors.  I  am  informed  that  a  single  shell,from  the  300-poander  Arm- 
strone,  impelled  by  50  pounds  of  powder,  and  with  a  bursting  charge  of  17 
pounds,  may  be  expected  to  render  such  a  ship  as  the  Niagara  useless. 

It  is  probable  that  the  guns  of  the  latter  wUi  be  unable  to  penetrate  the  5,  7 
and  8  inch  iron  plates  under  which  the  three  Armstrong  guns  are  casemated 
aboard  the  StonewalL  Besides  her  battery,  the  Stonewall  is  reported  to  steam 
twelve  knots,  which  would  enable  her  to  use  her  spur  40  feet  long  with  terrible 
effect  in  smooth  water. 

We  shall  see  if  the  superior  sea-going  qualities  of  our  Ships  can  be  made  to 
compensate  in  Vmy  way  for  these  tremendous  advantages  on  the  side  of  the 
StonewalL  Fortunately  the  stormy  weather  promises  to  still  spare  us  for  some 
days  the  cruel  spectacle  of  our  two  wooden  ships  in  action  against  this  monster,  in 
whose  construction  the  best  inventive  talent  of  France  has  been  exhausted,  and 
I  still  hope  re-enforcements  may  arrive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  Oommodore  Craven,  18th 
instant,  enclosing  copy  of  letter  from  the  consulate  at  Liverpool,  in  which  our 
accounts  of  the  ram  are  confirmed  by  a  correspondent  on  board  that  vessel. 

The  dispositions  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  the  measures  taken  according 
to  my  request  to  prevent  any  more  men  from  joining  the  ram,  are  satisfactory. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sur,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEfiBY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr,  Perrjf  to  Commodore  Craven. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  18,  1865. 
Dear  Sm:  I  hasten  to  forward  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  our  consulate  at  Liver- 
pool.   The  information  it  contains  may  not  be  new  to  you,  except  the  latter  part,  which 
would  seem  to  indicate  a  good  lookout  for  Teasels  under  the  Dutch  flag.    Of  course  the  man- 
ner of  fighting  of  the  ram  is  indicated  by  her  build  an4  armament. 

Mr.  Seward,  under  date  of  27th,  iniorms  me  that  Admiral  Goldsborough  is  preparing  for  a 
cruise  with  a  considerable  fleet  in  European  waters,  but  that  many  vessels  of  our  navy  are 
now  engaged  repairing  damages. 
Nothing  defimte.    No  later  news  from  Sherman. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Commodore  Craven, 

Commanding  Squadron  near  Corunna, 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr,  Perry. 
[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Lwerpool,  March  14,  1865. 
»»♦##•♦♦ 
A  person  here  who  was  formerly  in  one  of  the  rebel  privateers  holds  a  commission,  and  is 
waitmg  orders ;  has  received  a  letter  from  a  man  on  board  the  Stonewall,  in  which  the  writer 
fldves  some  particulars  of  the  vessel  which  it  might  be  well  to  communicate  to  Commodore 
Craven. 

He  says  she  is  brig-rigged ;  top-gallant  forecastle  has  a  ram  (spur)  projecting  40  feet ;  3 
turrets ;  forward  turret  has  one  nfled  gun,  shot  11-inch  shell,  50  pounds  in  cartridge,  17 

uigiLizeu  uy  '%^_j  v^v^/pc  in- 


520  DIPLOMATIC  COSRESPOKBEKCE. 

ponndfl  in  shell,  3  f«et  9  inches  long.  After  tnrret,  2  eons,  rifled,  shot  20  pounds  in  cartridge 
10  pounds  in  shell,  steel  shell  and  shot,  and  sequent  snot ;  has  4  engines,  2  screws ;  speed,  12 
knots.    Plates  of  turrets,  5,  7,  and  8  inch. 

He  says  the  Niagara  and  Sskcramento  are  outside,  but  give  us  little  concern,  as  we  shall  run 
right  into  one  of  them  and  send  her  to  the  bottom.  ^ 

llie  man  to  whom  this  is  addressed  has  told  my  informaat  that  he  expects  to  go  to  the 
Stonewall  as  gunner,  and  that  men  are  still  being  engaged  for  her,  and  that  a  Dutch  vessel 
is  to  take  them  to  her. 

Other  information  from  the  same  source  has  turned  out  correct,  which  gives  me  reason  to 
believe  this  to  be  so. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WILDING,  V.  C. 

Hon.  Horatio  J.  Perry,  ^c,  ^c,  Mmdrid, 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Perry, 

No.  79j  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

W<iihingUm,  March  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  of  February,  No.  1G8,  has  been  received,  and 
also  your  despatcn  of  the  25th  of  the  eaiae  month,  No.  169.  In  mj  No.  74  I 
gave  yon  the  determination  by  which  this  government  would  abide  in  the  case 
of  the  pirate  Stonewall,  at  least  until  a  change  should  come  over  the  situation  of 
the  vessel. 

It  is  now,  therefore,  only  necessary  to  say  that  all  your  proceedings,  as  sub- 
sequently reported,  are  fully  approved  and  heartily  commended.  Our  naval 
force  in  European  waters  will  soon  be  increased ;  but  I  cannot  learn  that  this 
is  likely  to  take  place  early  enough  for  a  contingency  in  the  case  of  the  Stone- 
waM. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

HoBATio  J.  Pbrbv,  Esq.,  ifc,,  ifc.t  Madrid, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry, 

No.  82.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtotk,  March  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatches  No.  173,  dated  March  8,  and  No.  174,  dated  March  10> 
have  been  received,  and  have  been  submitted  for  perusal  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

The  ceaseless  vigilance  and  activity  which  you  have  shown  in  your  efforts  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  in  connexion  with  the  affiiir  of  the 
pirate  Stonewall  at  Ferrol,  are  especially  commended. 
I  am,  %tty  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.,  Madrid, 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Setcard, 

No.  182.]  Legation  of  the  U.nitbd  States, 

Madrid,  April  1, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Commodore  Craven's  letter  to  me  of  the 
25th  ultimo,  written  as  he  was  leaving  the  harbor  of  Corunna,  and  giving  his 
own  account  of  the  last  soenes  of  the  Stonewall  affair  in  this  jurisdiction. 
With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  ^  j 
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Commodore  Craven  to  Mr.  Perrjf, 

United  States  Ship  Niagara, 
#  Corunna,  March  25,  1865. 

Dear  Sm  :  After  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Ferrol  some  six  or  seven  weeks,  and  there  thor 
onghly  completed  her  equipments  and  supplies,  enlisted  and  drilled  her  men,  the  Stonewall 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  this  week  made  her  appearance  outside  and  directly  to  the 
north  of  this  harbor,  but  the  stateof  the  sea  was  not  favorable  for  her  purposes,  and  while  the 
Niagara  and  Sacramento  were  «n  their  way  out  she  returned  to  her  old  anchorage — the  first 
time  on  the  plea  of  having  again  sprung  a  leak ;  the  second  on  the  pretext  that  her  ballast 
had  shifted  and  that  her  gun  nad  gotten  loose. 

On  yesterday  morning,  the  weather  being  remarkably  calm  and  the  sea  perfectly  smooth, 
she  affain  made  her  appearance, -and  with  feelings  that  no  one  can  appreciate,  I  was  obliged 
to  undergo  the  deep  humiliation  of  knowing  that  she  was  there  steaming  back  and  forth 
flaunting  her  flags  and  waiting  for  me  to  go  out  to  the  attack. 

(I  dared  not  do  it.)  The  condition  of  the  sea  was  such  that  it  would  have  been  perfect 
madness  for  me  to  go  out.  We  could  not  pos^bly  have  inflicted  the  slightest  injury  upon 
her,  and  should  have  exposed  ourselves  to  almost  mstant  destruction — a  one  sided  combat 
which  I  do  not  consider  myself  called  upon  to  engage  in. 

This  afternoon  I  have  learnt  that  the  Stonewallwas  last  seen  at  an  early  hour  this  morn- 
ing steaming  to  the  westward. 

I  am  now  on  m  v  way  out,  and  shall  proceed  towards  Lisbon. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  T.  CRAVEN. 

Hon.  H.  J.  Perry,  ChargS  d' Affaires,  tfc,  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Terry. 

No.  83.]  Department  op  State, 

WcUhxngton,  April  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  thank  you  for  your  very  interesting  confidential  note  of  the  12th  of 
March.  It  has  been  mj  earnest  desire  that  Spain  might  anticipate  the  other 
maritime  powers  in  retiring  from  the  erring  policy  of  1861.  I  feel  sure  that  she 
would  have  done  so  if  she  conld  have  ever  so  little  anticipated  the  events  of  the 
war  during  the  present  campaign.  It  is  desirable  that  you  press  the  question 
upon  the  Spanish  government  now  while  the  advantage  may  even  yet  be  secured. 
This  proceeding  in  connexion  with  the  restoration  of  peace  in  Fern,  and  the  re- 
tirement of  Spain  from  Dominica,  would  probably  open  harmonious  and  friendly 
relations  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  for  a  period  as  long  as  statesmen 
are  accustomed  to  foresee  events. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Horatio  Ferry,  Esq.,  h^c.,  ^.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 

No.  84.J  Department  op  State, 

Wa^ington,  April  4,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  March  11,  No.  176,  has  been  received.  I  have  been 
deeply  interested  in  the  conversation  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Benavides  and 
the  Duke  of  Valencia  which  you  have  reported  to  me.  The  views  you  expressed 
on  these  occasions  are  in  perfect  harmony  with  those  of  this  government  and 
I  am  glad  to  learn  that  they  were  received  with  marked  attention  by  the  min- 
isters of  her  Majesty's  government 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Ferry,  Esq.,  ifc.^  4^.,  Madrid. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Ptrry. 

No.  86.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

T^^hington,  April  4,  1865. 

Silt:    Your  despatch  of  the  11th  of  March,  No.  175,  has  been  received. 

This  government  would  hail  with  pleasure  any  determination  that  might  be 
adopted  by  European  maritime  powers  to  assure  the  independence  of  the  people 
existing  upon  the  island  of  San  Domingo.  Surely  the  adoption  of  such  a  humane 
policy  would  only  be  a  small  instalment  of  justice  to  the  Africans,  who,  having 
been  brought  from  their  native  continent  to  that  island  as  slaves,  have  now  emanci- 

Sated  themselves  and  established  civil  government.  Nor  is  it  to  be  easily  seen 
ow  European  states  could  avoid  complications  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  nations, 
if  they,  or  any  of  them,  should  attempt  intervention  on  that  island  or  elsewhere 
in  this  hemisphere ;  certainly  the  United  States  will  never  interfere  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  African  race  in  Hayti  or  elsewhere.  Emancipation  has  become 
as  necessary  to  our  security  as  it  has  always  been  congenial  with  the  princi- 
ples of  our  government. 

Nevertheless,  while  making  these  views  known  to  the  Spanish  government, 
as  you  freely  may,  you  must  by  no  means  forget  that  it  is  a  fixed  principle  of 
this  government  not  to  enter  ipto  entangling  alliances  of  any  kind  with  foreign 
nations.  While  always  respecting  the  Spanish  authority  in  Spain,  we  once 
declined  to  enter  into  treaty  stipulations  for  non-intervention  with  France  and 
Great  Britain,  not  because  we  desired  to  reserve  a  right  to  intervene,  but  because 
we  cannot  enter  into  political  contests  for  any  general  purpose  with  foreign 
powers. 

For  the  same  reason  we  have  often  declined  to  enter  into  the  congress  of 
the  American  republics. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio^  J.  Pbrby,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 
No.  91.]  Washington,  April  12,  1865. 

SiB  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  printed  copy  of  three  proclamations  of  the  11th 
instant,  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States— one  relating  to  the  closing 
of  certain  ports  of  entry,  another  supplementary  thereunto  and  relating  to  the 
port  of  Key  West,  in  Florida,  and  a  third  relating  to  reciprocal  hospitalities 
to  the  vessels  of  foreign  navies  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  to  vessels 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  ports.  You  will  perceive  by  these 
proclamations  that  it  is  believed  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  United 
States,  whatever  claim  or  pretence  may  have  existed  heretofore,  are  now 
entitled  to  claim  the  same  friendly  rights  and  hospitalities  for  their  naval  vessels 
which  they  are  willing  to  concede  to  those  of  all  maritime  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
HosATio  J.  Perbv,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8^c.,  Madrid. 

For  enclosures  see  despatch  to  Mr.  Adams  No.  1350,  p.  309,  vol.  I. 
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Mr,  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  188.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  76,  of  March  15,  has  reached  me  at  a  time  when  I 
find  it  a  little  difficult  to  get  the  attention  of  this  government 

Mj  despatch  of  the  11th  instant  informed  jou  of  what  scenes  Madrid  is  now 
the  theatre. 

The  sudden  death  of  a  cabinet  minister,  the  usual  seclusion  of  the  holj  week, 
capped  by  the  serious  illness  of  Mr.  Benavides,  minister  of  state,  have  prevented 
me  from  seeing  that  minister  upon  the  subject  of  your  instruction.  In  this  state 
of  things  I  have  sought  the  DuKe  of  Valencia  at  his  private  residence,  and  stating 
that  I  found  myself  practically  without  a  minister  of  state  with  whom  to  treat, 
opened  the  matter  of  withdrawal  by  Spain  from  her  policy  declared  in  1861, 
and  from  the  concession  of  belligerent  righta  to  rebel  cruisers,  urging  the  same 
reasons  before  reported  as  used  by  me  in  conferences  with  Mr.  Benavides. 

I  also  took  the  libertv  of  reading  to  the  Duke  a  part  of  your  instruction.  He 
seemed  to  be  penetrated  with  a  conviction  of  the  justice  and  reasonableness  of 
what  was  asked,  and  begged  me  to  put  the  request  into  the  form  of  a  note  ad- 
dressed to  the  minbter  of  state,  and  let  him  know  when  I  sent  it. 

I  immediately  wrote  the  note,  dated  18th  instatit,  addressed  to  the  minister 
of  state,  and  sent  it  under  cover  to  the  Duke  of  Valencia. 

When  I  called  again  to-day  he  was  very  much  occupied  and,  I  did  not  send 
in  my  name,  but  shall  hope  to  see  him  to-morrow. 

Meantime  Mr.  Benavides,  who  was  very  much  affected  by  the  death  of  his  old 
friend  Alcala  Galiano,  late  minister  of  public  instruction,  has  a  severe  attack  of 
acute  rheumatism,  (as  it  is  described,)  and  his  friends  have  carried  him  away 
out  of  Madrid  to  day  to  some  thermal  sulphuric  baths  in  Aragon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  189.]  Lkoation  of  thb  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  21,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  copies  of  Mr.  Beravides  notes  to  me  of  February  12th 
and  April  5th,  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  visit  of  the  Stonewall  iron-clad  pirate 
at  Ferrol,  which  papers  will  complete  the  series  of  documents  on  this  subject. 

A  good  many  consular  letters,  advices,  &c.,  not  considered  material  to  your 
full  understanding  of  this  subject,  and  to  its  history  in  the  archives  of  the  De- 
partment of  State,  remain  on  file  in  this  legation. 

With  date  April  14th,  at  Teneriffe,  our  consul,  Mr.  Dabney,  informed  me  that 
the  Stonewall  had  called  at  that  port  and  remained  24  ftours,  having  made  the 
run  from  Lisbon  in  three  days;  that  she  received  130  tons  of  coal,  and  sailed  again 
on  the  1st  instant,  and  Mr.  Dabney  infers  from  what  was  understood  to  have 
been  said  by  some  of  her  officers  that  she  started  for  Bermuda.  She  only  car- 
ries coals  for  five  days  steaming,  so  that  she  will  be  obliged  to  depend  upon  her 
sails  to  make  the  voyage. 

As  soon  as  this  information  reached  me  last  evening  I  sent  you  a  telegram  in' 
the  following  words : 
•  "Iron-dad  Slonewall  sailed  April  1st  from  Teneriffe,  supposed  for  Bermuda." 

But  I  may  be  allowed  to  hope  that  the  same  news  may  have  been  anticipated 
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to  you  throagh  some  other  channel,  as  Mr.  Dabnej  had  an  opportunity  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Adams  at  London  about  a  week  earlier  than  he  could  with 
Madrid. 

With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat*,  Washington, 


[Translation.] 

EPARTMENT  OF  STATE, 

Palaee,  AyrU  1,  1^65. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Inform  yon  that,  according  to  the  report  given  by  the  captain 
general  of  the  department  of  Ferrol  to  the  ministor  ot  marine,  thQ  Stonewall  left  that  port 
on  the  24th  of  March  last,  at  half  past  ten  o*clock  in  the  morning,  accompanied  bj  her 
Majesty^s  frigate  Conception. 

At  noon,  the  frigate  being  within  the  following  limits — Cape  Prior  north  53  east,  Coronna 
light  Bonth  32  eas^  and  the  Stonewall  about  one  mile  ahead,  about  west-northwest  of  the 
meridian — the  Conception  stopped  her  engine,  lowered  and  raised  her  ensign  with  a  cannon 
shot  to  signify  to  the  confederate  vessel  the  extent  of  the  jurisdictions  zone,  and  then 
steamed  back  slowly  to  the  mouth  of  the  port  of  Ferrol,  where  she  remained  to  watoh  the 
movements  of  the  Stonewall,  which  vessel  came  back  about  two  p.  m.,  hoisting  Spanish 
colors  at  the  foretop,  as  a  signal  for  conununication. 

The  commander  of  the  Conception  says :  "They  sent  the  mate  to  me  to  ask  permission  to 
return  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  and  communicate  with  shore.  I  refused  permission, 
and  said  as  they  had  repaired  damages  and  gone  out  without  new  accidents,  th^  could 
continue  on  their  course.  The  boat  went  back,  but  soon  returned,  insisting  on  the  demand. 
I  again  refused,  and  added,  it  was  an  abuse  of  hospitality.  I  afterwards  steamed  a  little 
north  of  meridian,  and  finding  the  Stonewall  nine  or  ten  miles  north,  at  four  o'clock  I  re- 
turned to  this  port,  (Ferrol,)  where  I. anchored  at  half  past  four.** 

In  communicating  to  you  these  detyls,  as  another  proof  of  the  desire  of  the  government 
of  the  Queen,  my  lady,  to  comply  snictly  with  the  duties  of  neutr^tv  imposed  by  the 
royal  decree,  ana  to  preserve  and  cultivate  the  good  relations  existing  between  Spain  and 
the  LTnited  States,  I  repeat  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 


The  United  States  Charge,  d* Affaires. 


A.  BENAVIDES. 


Department  op  State. 
Palace,  February  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  notes  of  the  5th  and  9th  instant,  in  which,  after  informlne 
me  of  the  arrival  of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Stonewall,  with  three  guns,  300  borse-poWer,  and 
79  men,  at  the  port  of  Ferrol,  yon  request  the  government  of  her  Muesty  the  Queen  not  to 
permit  the  said  vessel  to  repair,  nor  to  take  c^  and  provisions,  omy  enough  to  last  her 
while  in  this  port.    * 

In  the  present  case  the  government  of  her  Majesty  mu8t  adhere  to  the  decree  of  the  17th 
of  June,  1861,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  Spaniards  from  interfering  in  the  straggle 
now  going  on  in  the  United  States,  as  all  private  hiterest  is  stimulated  by  the  hope  of  gam. 
It  was  to  he  feared  they  would  take  part  on  either  side. 

In  consequence  of  this  the  government  of  her  Mfjesty  has  ordereddnstructions  to  be  given  to 
the  captain  general  of  the  department  of  Ferrol  not  to  permit  other  than  necessary  repairs 
to  the  steamer  Stonewall,  to  be  determined  bv  the  commander  of  engineers,  so  as  to  make 
her  seaworthy,  but  not  to  4mprove  or  increase  her  sea-fitness  or  military  efficacy. 

In  reference  to  your  remarks  about  the  arrival  of  the  Stonewall  at  Ferrol,  I  must  say  she 
came  with  napers  in  due  form,  without  the  least  indication  that  she  wished  to  take  on  articles 
contraband  of  war ;  whereas  examinations  of  her  damages  show  she  put  in  under  stress,  for 
certain  safety. 

This  being  the  case,  the  government  of  her  Majesty  could  not  disreg^ard  the  voice  of  hu- 
manity in  perfect  harmony  with  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  does^not  think  thev  are  violated 
by  allowing  a  vessel  only  the  repairs  strictly  necessary  to  navigate  without  endangering'  the 
lives  of  the  crew. 

I  hope  you  will  be  satisfied  with  these  lawful  reasons  for  the  resolution  in  regard  to  the 
Stonewall,  and  will  accept  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

^  A.  BENAVIDES. 

The  United  States  Charge  d'affaires.  ^  t 
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Mr,  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  190.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  21, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  news  of  the  hattle  in  which  Lee's  army  was  defeated  before 
Petersborg,  and  the  subsequent  entrance  of  onr  forces  into  Richmond,  was  re- 
ceived here,  at  first,  witb  incredulity,  on  the  13th  instant. 

I  had,  however,  a  telegram  from  our  consul  at  Queenstown,  and  immediately 
ordered  the  flag  of  the  Union  to  be  displayed  from  the  balcony  of  the  legation, 
in  the  principal  street  of  this  capital,  and  posted  a  telegram  in  the  messenger's 
room,  which  was  then  reproduced  by  all  the'evening  papers.  I  also  addressed  a 
circular  by  telegraph  to  tne  consuls  and  consular  agents  in  the  following  cities  : 
Barcelona,  Valencia,  Alicant,  Garthagena,  Malaga,  Algeciras,  (Gibraltar,)  Cadiz, 
Seville,  Vigo,  Gomnna,  Ferrol,  Santander,  and  Bilbao,  repeating  in  substance 
the  telegram  from  Queenstown,  as  follows : 

"  Richmond  taken — ^Lee's  army  annihilated — ^the  rebellion  ended — praise  God ! 
Display  the  flag  of  the  Union  for  three  days  over  that  consulate.     Feb  by." 

The  responses  I  have  received  from  every  quarter,  some  by  telegram,'  some  by 
letter,  are  heart-stirring.  I  sent  a  copy  of  the  Q\ieenstown  telegram,  confiden- 
tially, to  the  Duke  of  Valencia,  in  a  private  note,  also  to  Mr.  Benavidcs.  It  was 
the  hour  when  Alcald  Galiano  was  being  publicly' buried  with  the  highest  fune- 
ral honors  known  to  such  occasions  in  Spain.  As  soon  as  the  duke  returned  from  that 
ceremony  he  replied  in  the  note  of  which  I  enclose  a  translation.  The  president  of 
the  council  of  state,  the  Marquis  of  Vilenna,  formerly  prime  minister  and  president 
of  the  senate,  has  also  called  on  me,  expressing  his  sincere  congratulations.  Gene- 
ral Prim,  Marquis  of  Gastillejos,  was  among  the  first  to  call  and  make  known 
his  joy.  General  O'Donuell,  Duke  of  Tetuan,  who  has  just  lost  a  brother,  and, 
according  to  social  custom  here,  makes  no  visits  out  of  his  own  house,  sought 
me,  nevertheless,  in  the  senate  and  o£fered  his  felicitations.  The  president  of  the 
senate,  the  Marquis  of  Duero,  was  among  the  first  to  compliment  me  upon  the 
occasion.  Mr.  Banuelos,  sub-secretary  of  state,  has  mani&sted  sincere  satisfac- 
tion. Mr.  Benavides  has  been  impeded  by  illness.  But  they  who  are  really 
and  truly  glad,  and  whose  joy  is  visible  in  every  feature,  are  the  people.  Sad 
as  is  their  appearance  in  the  streets  of  Madrid,  since  the  events  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, their  faces  light  up  as  thej  gaze  on  the  flag  of  the  republic,  and  learn  its 
meaning  to-day,  with  an  expression  which  no  words  of  mine  can  transmit  to 
that  department,  and  which,  nevertheless,  it  would  be  well  if  the  department 
could  understand.  * 

An  address  to  the  President  which  I  have  just  received  from  Elche  (the  city 
of  the  palms)  is  a  reflex  of  the  same  light  I  saw  on  the  faces  of  this  brave  people 
as  they  passed  and  repassed  under  the  great  flag  on  the  16th  instant,  never  stop- 
ping to  gather  into  a  crowd  nor  make  any  demonstration.  I  beg  this  paper  may 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  and  you  will  find  one  paragraph  trans- 
lated, there  not  being  time  to  do  the  Whole. 

♦  4t  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  4t 

The  "  Comercio "  of  Barcelona  appears  in  gala  dress  and  devotes  an  entire 
page  to  the  shout  of  victory !  Aft  address  to  the  President  numerously  signed 
is  being  prepared,  and  will  be  sent  directly  from  that  city. 

The  appearance  of  /)ur  national  colors  just  at  the  present  juncture  of  affairs 
in  Madrid  has  been  rendered  the  more  notable  because  they  have  not  been  seen 
before  since  1861,  when,  by  your  order,  I  took  charge  of  this  legation. 

The  three  days  they  have  floated  now  amply  repay  me  for  all  the  sacrifices 
which  here,  as  well  as  at  home,  the  faithful  have  patiently  endured. 
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I  beg  to  congratulate  jou  and  kiss  the  native  soil  on  whieh  Ais  great  battle 
of  bnmanitj  has  been  foaght  and  won. 
Grod*8  holy  name  be  praised ! 

With  sentiipents  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

HORATIO  J.  PRaar, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[TranaUtiOD.] 

April  15, 1866. 
Mr  MuCH-BSTEEBffEO  Fribnd  :  I  baye  just  receiyed  joxa  welcome  note  of  to-dar,  and 
thank  yon,  not  only  for  giving  me  the  newt,  but  becanee  you  consider  that  it  is  siutis&fitoiy 
to  me.  * 

In  effect,  I  have  bad  a  great  pleasure  in  receiying  it  and]in  tbe'result  of  tbe  events  which 
it  communicates;  and  as  I  cannot  do  otherwise  tban  rejoice  at  every  triumph  of  the  prin- 
dpleg  of  government  and  of  justice  in  all  oonntriea,  I  oooffratnlate  yon  upon  tbat  wMoh  baa 
been  obtamed  in  yeurs,  repeating  myself  your  moat  affectionate  firiend  ani  faithful  servant, 
Q.  B.  S.  M., 

THE  DUKE  OF  VALENCIA. 
Mr.  Horatio  J.  Perrv. 

Tran$ltttion  of  part  of  an  address  to  President  Lincoln  by  the  citizens  of  Eclhe,  in  Sjnnn* 

Now,  when  unfortunate  Spain  is  plunged  in  a  frightful  reaction ;  now  when  tbe  enemies 
of  liberty  among  ourselves  occupy  the  places  of  power,  and  regain  one  by  one  those  difficult 
conquests  which  were  made  in  the  turmoil  of  a  devastating  civil  war  which  has  thus  become 
unproductive  for  the  cause  of  the  people;  now,  when  t&  cpreat  orators  of  Hbertf  find  the 
path  to  the  rostrum  blocked ;  now  that  science  groans  nader  blows  dealt  in  tbe  itetee  of  most 
worthy  men ;  now  that  the  press  is  muzzled  violently ;  now  that  a^un  are  repeated  among 
us  scenes  only  witnessed  when  a  foreign  soldiery  dishonored  our  soil  and  spat  in  the  face  of 
the  honest  and  brave  Spanish  people:  now,  it  is  highly  consolatory  for  us  who  hare  fiuth 
and  hope  in  the  future,  and  who  do  not  doubt  the  justice  of  God,  to  see  that  liber^  does  not 
succumb,  that  profpress  goes  on  and  makes  its  daily  journey,  aad  that  to  our  lot  it  baa  fallen 
to  see  the  destruction  of  barbarian  slavery,  and  that  it  is  a  people  democratically  governed 
which  has  carried  to  its  close  the  greatest  enterprise  in  history.  The  people  and  Uie  army 
which  have  made  such  sacrifices  in  so  just  a  cause  have  merited  well  of  humanity.  And 
the  President  of  the  republic,  called  by  Providence  to  guide  so  great  a  people  in  momenta 
decisive  and  supreme,  will  live  always  in  the  memory  of  coming  generaiions,  who  shall  Ideas 
his  name  so  long  as  justice  lives  upon  the  earth. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Perry. 

No.  93.]  Departmbi^t  of  State, 

Washington,  April  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatches,  No.  180  of  the  26th  ultimo  and  Nos.  181  and  182, 
both  dated  the  let  instant,  have  heen  received,  and  have  been  submitted  for 
perusal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.    Your  energetic  proceedings  relative  to 
the  rebel  ram  Stonewall,  during  her  stay  at  Ferrol,  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  AcHng  Secretory. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  Sgc.)  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Ferry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  193.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  29,  1865. 

Sir  :  Thank  Ood  we  are  permitted  still  to  address  you.  A  telegram  from 
Queenstown  informs  me  at  this  moment  '*  that  Mr.  Seward  and  his  son  arc 
liiiely  to  recover." 

It  is  a  relief  from  the  suspense  which  has  kept  my  hand  bound  since  the 
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evening  of  the  26di,  when  Mr.  Adams'fl  telegram  informed  me  of  the  tragedy 
in  Washington. 

Pray  accept  for  yourself,  dear  sir,  the  expression  of  my  horror  and  my  grief 
at  the  fonl  crime  of  which  yon  have  ^heen  the  victim ;  and  say  also  to  the  As 
sistant  Secretary  of  State  that  I  associate  myself  with  him  in  sympathy  for  all 
his  sufferings. 

The  death  of  President  Lincoln  hy  the  hand  of  an  assassin  at  the  moment 
when  the  great  work  with  which  his  name  is  indissolubly  connected  for 
all  time  touched  the  term  of  success,  when  the  greatest  insurrection  known  in 
history,  striking  for  human  slavery  and  at  the  life  of  the  republic,  succumbs 
at  last  to  the  valor  of  our  democratic  armies,  and  the  persistent  virtue  of  our 
people,  led  by  the  President  of  their  own  choice  twice  elected,  and  set  up  befbre 
friends  and  roes  as  their  executive ;  the  death  of  this  Chief  Magistrate,  elevated 
by  force  of  great  events  to  a  place  in  history  not  less  than  that  of  every  other 
human  name  which  the  annals  of  the  race  record,  and  filling  that  broad  place 
worthily,  occurring  at  such  a  moment  and  in  such  a  way,  has  sent  a  shock  of 
horror  through  Europe. 

The  Spanish  people  have  been  thunderstrucjL.  I  have  heard  ordinary  men, 
Ignorant  that  an  American  was  listening,  offer  to  lose  a  right  hand  if  only  this 
news  might  not  be  true.  Men  were  rushing  into  this  office  until  one  o'clock  at 
night,  unwilling  to  believe,  unable  to  control  the  emotion  this  news  had  stirred, 
and  an  unfeigned  grief  got  the  better  of  all  form  and  etiquette  in  the  manifesta- 
tion of  the  sympathy  of  this  generous-hearted  people  for  the  loss  of  President 
Lincoln. 

Your  name,  sir,  was  also  on  every  lip»  but  men  hoped  against  hope,  and  Ood 
has  permitted  this  yearning  of  the  universal  heart  of  men  to  plead  for  you. 

I  felt  it  would  be  be  so ;  I  cannot  tell  you  how  or  why,  but  in  spite  of  the 
desolating  sweep  of  the  first  telegramis,  something  stirred  within  me  with  the 
conseioasness  that  Mr.  Seward  still  lived  and  wpuld  live.  Heavy  as  the  pall 
of  grief  closed  over  the  loss  of  Lincoln,  we  have  refused  to  mourn  for  /ou,  and 
now  we  know  that  your  work  was  not  yet  finished. 

How  should  it  be,  if  it  is  now  precisely,  when  the  military  triumph  is  gained, 
and  the  political  and  diplomatic  Questions,  generated  by  the  war,  are  up  for 
settlement,  that  the  sage  counsel,  the  long-experienced  and  the  steady  hand  of 
William  H.  Seward  is  needed  in  America  ana  relied  upon  in  Europe  1 

We  mourn  for  our  President.  But  after  all  let  an  American  speak,  for  whom 
the  3,000  miles  of  distance  which  separate  him'  from  the  turmoil  and  distraction 
of  that  scene  serve,  perhaps  something  as  the  lapse  of  time  will  serve  to  his 
countrymen  at  home,  to  enable  him  to  see  events  in  their  general  form  and  pur- 
port as  they  will  stand  in  history. 

The  triumph  of  the  American  democracy  in  saving  the  second  great  republic, 
attacked  by  i^  slaveholding  oligarchy,  stands  parallel  in  the  world's  reoonl  with 
the  triumph  of  the  Roman  demoeracv  when  they  destroyed  the  first  great  re- 
public, attacking  that  slaveholding  oligarchy. 

Abraham  Lincoln  and  Julius  Caesar  are  names  which  henceforth  personify 
the  throes  of  men  for  liberty  in  two  supreme  epochs  of  history,  which  can  be 
compared  only  the  one  with  the  other.  An  emperor  was  the  result  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Roman  democracy,  as  it  has  since  been  of  other  people. 

A  citizen  President,  equally  triumphant  over  the  slaveholding  patrician  ele- 
ment, but  himself  obedient  to  law,  is  the  result  of  our  peoples'  virtue  and  his 
own.  The  singular  parity  of  incident  which  closed  the  career  of  these  two  men, 
when  the  triumph  was  assured,  will  grave  eternally  on  the  memory  of  the  genera- 
tions the  contrast  of  the  result  established,  the  immense  advance  of  humanity 
since  Gfiesar  fell. 

God's  instrument  in  a  work  which  makes  his  name  immortal,  Lincoln  died 
at  a  glorious  moment ;  success  was  assured,  and  if  he  had  been  ambitious  Jie 
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could  DOt  have  chosen  anolber  death.  His  work  was  done !  We  call  out  for 
his  tenacity  in  doing  right,  his  steady  honesty  in  executing  justice  tempered 
with  mercy ;  hut  these  are  qualities  of  our  northern  people,  and  he  was  great 
only  as  he  typified  these.  The  people  remain,  and  I  douht  not  will  find  their 
representative. 

Meantime,  what  do  we  know  of  the  divine  purposes  to  he  served  hy  this 
crowning  crime  which  sets  the  everlasting  seal  on  the  forehead  of  this  rebellion  ? 

What  is  the  position  to-day  of  those  men  who  rose  against  the  republic  for 
the  perpetuation  of  human  slavery  ? 

Speaking  from  £urope,  I  may  say  already  that  assassin  blow  has  done  more 
to  finish  up  the  sympathies  of  men  for  the  defenders  of  slavery  and  oligarchy 
than  all  that  has  happened  before  since  the  war  began.  Though  the  military 
power  of  the  rebels  is  oroken,  men  still  paid  their  tribute  of  respect  to  the  valor 
of  their  soldiery,  the  skill  of  their  generals,  and  the  political  decision  of  their 
l^ers ;  and  these  sentiments  have  great  sway  over  the  minds  of  men,  and  im- 
pede them  from  discerning  the  deformity  of  the  principles  for  which  those 
armies  and  those  leaders  fought. 

But  thtd  nieht  of  April  14,  18^5,  has  dispelled  foi-ever  the  mistaken  sympa- 
thies which  uie  audacity  of  April  13,  1861,  generated,  and  has  l%ft  thq  enemies 
of  human  progress  naked  before  the  world,  with  only  such  moral  support  hence- 
forth  as  those  decidedly  of  their  own  kind  can  give  them. 

This  in  Europe.  I  oueht  to  forbear  from  speculating  upon  its  effects  in 
America,  but  I  will  say  that  I  do  not  suppose  tne  men  who  have  made  their 
names  jllustrious  in  a  bad  cause  had  any  personal  connexion  with  a  deed  so 
foul ;  their  errors  have  not  clouded  the  moral  faculties  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebel- 
lion to  such  an  extent  as  this,  nor  are  the  southern  people  generally  to  be  charged 
with  immediate  complicity  in  this  infamy. 

It  is  precisely  because  I  do  not  believe  this  that  I  wait  to  see  a  reaction  in 
the  south  itself  against  the  cause  which  can  prepare  such  instruments,  and  give 
rise,  ev%n  incidentally,  to  such  a  deed.  God's  hand  shall  work  in  the  hearts 
of  the  south  itself  through  the  martyrdom  of  Lincoln  and  the  steadfast  magna- 
nimity of  that  great  people  whose  principles  he  represented,  and  which  I  do 
not  look  to  see  belied  even  under  this  last  provocation.  Thus  I  do  not  doubt 
the  moral  death  of  the  rebellion  in  the  south  itself  will  date  from  the  day  JAn- 
coin  was  murdered.  And  I  shall  be  greatly  mistaken  if  the  political  work  of 
pacification  and  reconstruction  of  the  great  democratic  republic  homogeneous 
and  united  as  never  before,  shall  net  be  found  to  be  notably  facilitated  by  the 
very  events  which  might  seem  at  first  to  disturb  its  course.  Such  is  my  faith ; 
pardon  its  expression. 

I  have  not  waited  instructions  to  order  mourning  in  this  legation,  and  recom- 
mend the  same  in  all  our  consulates  in  this  jurisdicdoh  for  thirty  days. 

Ton  will  find  copy  of  my  telegraphic  circular  enclosed ;  also  copy  of  the  note 
in  which  I  announced  this  event,  and  the  accession  of  President  Johnson  offi- 
cially to  the  Spanish  government.  The  popular  newspapers  appeared  in  moom- 
ing  yesterday  The  members  of  the  foreign  diplomatic  corps  and  many  emi- 
nent men  have  caUed  to  express  their  sympathy. 

No  manifestation  has  yet  been  received  firom  the  Queen's  government,  nor 
the  chambers  now  in  session. 

The  interior  condition  of  affairs  in  Spain  is  at  a  point  so  critical  that  hardly 
anything  else  can  be  expected  to  be  thought  of  by  this  government. 

The  minister  of  state  is  ill,  and  retires  from  Madrid.  His  substitute  ad  in* 
tcrim,  the  minister  of  grace  and  justice,  is  also  ill  and  confined  to  his  chamber. 

^Once  more,  sir,  I  grasp  your  hand  in  respectful  sympathy. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEBJIY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secreyraoft  State,  Washington.  digitized  by  GoOglc 
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[Translatioii.— Oircnlftr  telegrun.] 

To  the  Consuls  oftMUnited  States  in  Barcelona,  Valencia,  Alieant,  Mohan,  Denia,  Cartha* 
gena,  Malaga,  GibraUar,  Cadiz,  Vigo,  Corunna,  Ferrol,  Santander,  Bilbao  and  Seville, 

Madrid,  April  27,  1865. 

President  Lmcoln  has  been  assassinated.    Vice-President  Johnson  has  taken  possession 
of  the  presidencj. 
This  legation  wears  mourninff  for  thirty  days. 

PERRY,  Charge  d' Affaires. 


[Translation.]  , 

Legation  op  the  JD^ntted  States, 

Madrid,  AprU  27,  1865.  •" 

Sir  :  The  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London  sends  me  the  following  telegram  under 
date  of  yesterday : 

*' I  am  directea  to  inform  you  that  the  President  was  assassinated  while  in  his  bo:^  at  the 
theatre  in  Washington. 

"ACr.  Seward  was  also  attacked  in  his  chamber  on  the  same  eyening,  and  his  recbvei^  is 
doubtfiiL  ^ 

**  The  Vice-President,  Mr.  Johnson,  was'at  Washington  and  assumed  the  functions  of 
President " 

In  making  known  to  your  excellency  this  sad  event  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that, 
in  my  opinion,  it  can  in  no  way  alter  the  march  of  public_affairs. 

This  legation  will  put  on  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  your  ezfielleaoy  the  assurance  of  my  most 
distinguishedconsideratibn. 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State  ofH,  C.  AT. 


Mr.  Ferry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  194.]  Legation  of  thb  United  Statrs, 

Madrid,  May  1,  1865. 

SiB:  Afiier  my  despatch  No.  190  was  written,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  I  received 
an  official  visit  from  the  Duke  of  Valencia,  president  of  the  cabinet  of  ministers, 
attended  bj  his  aids,  who  came  to  saj  to  me,  in  the  name,  and  hj  special  order 
of  the  Queen,  how  great  was  the  horror  and  the  grief  with  which  her  Majesty 
had  learned  the  news  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  and  her  Majesty 
begged  me  to  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  President  Johnson  her  profound  and 
sincere  sympathy  with  him  and  with  the  American  nation  for  the  loss  we  hod 
sustained  in  the  person  of  our  late  most  worthy  and  illustrious  President. 

I  Ranked  the  duke,  and  begged  him  to  convey  provisionally  to  her  Majesty 
the  expression  of  my  own  gratitude  for  her  Majesty's  warm  manifestation  of 
sympathy  in  the  grief  of  my  government  and  nation,  which  I  would  not  fail  to 
snuzsmit  immediately  to  Washington. 

Yesterday  I  received  the  bfficial  note  from  the  minister  of  state  ad>  interim, 
Sr.  Arrasom,  dated  on  the  27th  instant,  and  which  the  Duke  of  Valencia  had 
also  announced  in  his  visit  on  the  29th  instant  was  being  prepared  to  be  sent 
to  me.  Sr.  Arrazola  is  ill  and  confined  to  his  chamber,  and  Sr.  Banuelos,  assistant 
secretary  of  state,  informed  me  this  was  the  only  paper  he  had  signed  for  a 
number  of  days  past. 

The  duke  also  informed  me  that  Mr.  Tassara,  Spanish  minister  at  Washing- 
ton, would  be  instructed  to  make  a  similar  manifestation  to  you  personally  in 
Washington.  t 
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To-day  the  coogreBS  of  deputies,  now  in  session,  has  also  taken  action  npon 
the  same  subject.  The  deputy  Las&la,  of  the  opposition,  inquired  of  the  govern- 
ment if  anydiing  had  been  done  to  manifest  the  sentiment  of  Hhis  nation  at  the 
horrible  events  in  Washington. 

The  Duke  of  Valencia,  in  the  name  of  the  goyemment,  recited  to  the  chamber 
the  steps  taken  by  the  Queen  and  by  the  ministers. 

The  deputy  Glavos,  ministerial,  also  made  a  remarkable  speech,  which  was 
saluted  by  the  whole  house  with  marks  of  applause. 

Then  ^e  president  of  the  congress,  from  his  chair,  said : 

Sej^obbs  Dbputibs  :  I  consider  it  my  nrivileee  as  well  as  duty  to  interpret 
on  this  occasion  the  sentiments  of  you  ail,  of  the  whole  congress,  and  of  the 
nation,  declaring  that  this  house  associates  itself  to  the  profound  affliction  which 
has  fallen  upon  the  United  States,  in  the  horrible  crime  committed  upon  the 
porsoii  of  the  Presidenl;  of  that  republic,  and  which  has  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  house  at  this  moment. 

The  question  beijig  then  put,  whether  the  house  adheres  to  the  declaration 
just  made  by  the  president,  it  was  voted  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  on 
motion  of  Deputies  Jove  and  Hevia,  it  was  ordered  to  be  enteredion  the  re(jprd 
with  the  adhesion  of  the  house  by  an  unanimoi^  vote. 

This  debate  is  worthy  to  be  transmitted  to  you  entire,  and  I  shall  send  it, 
translated  from  the  official  journal  of  the  chamber,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Becretary'of  State,  Washington. 


[TranBlation.] 

Department  op  State, 

Palace,  4prU  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoa  that  I  have  received  jour  note  of  this  date,  in  which, 
unhappily,  I  find  confirmed  the  sad  Dews  of  the  horrible  crimes  committed  on  the  persons  of 
his  ExcelleDcy  the  President  of  the  UDited  States,  Abmham  LiDcoln,  and  of  the  distinguisiiBd 
Secretary  of  State,  the  honorable  Mr.  Seward. 

Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  sentiments  of  sincere  friendship  and  gxK>d  intelligence  which 
animate  the  government  of  the  Queen,  my  lady,  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  yon  will 
easily  comprehend  the  horror  with  which  we  have  learned  the  treacherous  murder  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  that  great  nation  which  you  so  worthily  represent,  and  how  much  we 
deplore  also  the  viilanous  attack  npon  Mr.  Seward,  for  whose  recovery  we  make  the  moat 
fervent  vows. 

I  beg  you  to  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  republic 
the  sentiment  of  profound  indignation  which  the  sad  events  you  announced  have  proKlaoed 
in  the  mind  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  in  that  of  her  government,  and  I  thus  renew  to 
you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

\    L.  ARRASOLA. 

The  CHAROfe  D'AFFAIRES  of  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  195.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant  I  had  the  honot  to  receive  an  offi- 
cial communication  ^m  the  president  of  the  cabinet  of  mmisters,  the  Duke  of 
Valencia,  referring  to  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  and  transmitting  to  me 
the  declarations  of  the  Spanish  senate  and  of  the  congress  of  deputies  on  thiB 
mournful  subject. 

I  replied  to  that  communication  jesterdaj,  and  you  will  find  both  papers, 
translated  from  the  original  Spanish^  enclosed. 
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I  transmit  also  sheets  from  the*  official  jonmal  of  the  senate  and  deputies 
containing  these  debates  in  fall  and  accompanied  also  by  translations. 

Copies  in  Spaflish  of  the  original  notes  exchanged  between  the  head  of  the 
Queen's  government  and  myself  will  also  be  forwarded. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect*  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Th6  Duke  of  Valencia  to  Mr.  Perry. 

[Translation.] 

Presidency  of  the  Cabinet  op  Ministers, 

Madrid,  May  5,  3865. 

Sir  :  The  horrible  crimes  committed  on  the  persons  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  have  caused  a  painfol  and  profound  sensation  in  the  Spanish  nation, 
which  is  united  to  that  great  republic  bv  the  ties  of  a  true  friendship  and  cordial  sympathy. 

Although,  at  the  first  moment  this  sad  news  reached  us,  I  hastened  to  make  known  to  you 
personally  the  profound  grief  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  my  august  sovereign,  and  of  her 
government  at  that  immense  misfortune,  I  have  to-day  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
annexed  copies  of  the  declarations  made  hy  the  senate,  and  the  congress  of  deputies,  associating 
themselves  to  the  great  sorrow  of  that  generous  nation,  for  the  abominable  crime  perpetrated 
on  the  person  of  its  illustrious  and  respected  President. 

The  affliction  which  the  death  of  that  eminent  statesman  has  produced  to  the  government 
of  her  Majesty  is  in  part  relieved  by  the  welcome  news  that  the  life  of  the  Secretory  of  State 
for  foreign  affairs  is  happily  not  in  great  danger,  bujt,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  are  well- 
founded  hopes  he  may  oDtain  a  prompt  and  complete  recovery.  Please  Gk>d  it  may  be  so, 
for  the  good  and  prosperity  of  that  noble  countiy  or  which  you  are  the  most  worthy  represent- 
ative. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration, 

.  THE  DUKE  OF  VALENCIA. 

The  CHARGt  D'AFFAIRES  of  the  United  States  of  Ameeiea. 


[Translation.] 

Presidency  of  the  Cabinet  of  Ministers — Congress  of  Deputies. 

Palace  of  the  Deputies, 

May  2,  1865. 
Excellency  :  The  congress  of  deputies  in  the  session  of  yesterday  has  declared  unani- 
mously that  it  associates  itself  to  the  profound  sorrow  of  the  United  States  for  the  abominable 
murder  of  their  worthy  President,  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  which  we  communicate  to  your 
excellency  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  government  and  the  consequent  effects.  God 
guard  your  excellency  many  years.  *  * 

COUNT  OF  CAMPOMANES,  Deputy  Secretary. 
RAFAEL  CHABON,  Deputy  Secretary. 
The  President  of  the  Cabinet  of  Ministers. 
It  is  a  true  copy : 

VALENCIA. 


[Translation.] 

Presidency  of  the  Cabinet  of  Ministers — Senate. 

Palace  of  the  Senate,  May  3,  1865. 
Excellency:  The  senate,  in  session  of  to-day,  has  unanimously  declared  that  it  associ- 
ates itself  to  the  profound  grief  produced  in  the  United  States  by  the  horrible  crime  com- 
mitted on  the  person  of  their  worthy  President,  Abraham  Lincohi. 
God  guard  your  excellency  many  years. 

JUAN  DE  SEVILLE,  Senator  Secretary. 
HILANON  DEL  KEY,  Senator  Secretary. 
President  of  the  Cabinet  of  Ministers. 

It  is  a  true  copy : 

VALENCLLt 
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Mr,  Perry  to  the  Duke  of  Valencia, 
[Translation. — ^From  the  origmal  written  in  Spanish.] 

Madrid,  May  6, 1865. 

Sir  :  Deeply  sensible  to  the  prompt  and  feeling  manifestation  of  s^pathj  whi(3i  jom 
^  excellency  was  pleased  to  make  to  me,  personally,  in  name  of  her  Majesty  the  Qaeen,  and 
of  her  government,  on  learning  the  horrible  crimes  committed  on  the  persons  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  I  had  the  honor  to  correspond  also  personally, 
informing  you  that  I  had  made  haste  to  transmit  them  to  my  government,  and  that  I  begged 
your  excellency  to  convey  to  her  Majesty  the  Qneen  the  expressions  which  my  heart  an- 
ticipated for  those  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  consolation  with  which  they  will  smely  be 
received  by  the  President  and  government  of  the  United  States. 

Yesterday  I  received  the  welcome  note  of  your  excellency,  in  which  you  communicate  to 
me  the  declarations  made  by  the  senate  and  congress  of  deputies,  both  legislative  bodies  as- 
sociating themselves  unanimously  to  the  profound  grief  of  the  United  States  for  the  abomin- 
able crime  committed  on  the  person  of  their  lamented  President,  Abraliam  Lincoln. 

I  can  assure  your  excellency  that  these  noble  and  spontaneous  manifestations,  so  wortby 
the  generous  Spanish  nation,  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  the  government  of  the  republic  and 
by  the  whole  people. 

I  take  a  sad  but  true  satisfaction  in  sending  them  to-day  to  my  government,. and  while  I 
wait  the  appropriate  replies  from  Washington,  would  request  your  excellency  to  be  so  good 
as  to  communicate  to  the  senate  and  to  the  congress  of  deputies  the  expressidb  of  my  pro- 
found acknowledgment. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  respect. 

HORATIO  J.  PERKY. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Cabinet  of  Ministers. 


Debate  in  the  Spanish  senate.  May  3,  1865. — Translated  from  the  original  as  it  stands  in  the 

official  journal  of  the  senate. 

The  Count  op  Vistahermosa  said: 

Senators :  The  circumstance  that  Ihis  body  has  not  been  in  session  till  to-day,  since  the 
unwelcome  news  reached  Hadrid  of  the  infamous  assassination  committed  on  the  person  of 
the  worthy  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Lincoln,  has  prevented  me  from  aadresaing 
the  senate  as  I  do  at  this  moment,  in  the  persuasion  that  it  will  know  how  to  associate  its 
sentiments  of  grief  and  indignation  to  those  produced  in  the  whole  civilized  world  by  Uie 
crime  which  has  snatched  from  life  a  person  so  illustrioms  and  so  distinguished  for  his  eminent 
services.  ' 

.When  all  peoples  in  both  hemispheres  rise  with  one  voice  to  condemn  the  cowardly  assas- 
sins who  have  blackened  the  brilliant  pages  of  that  wonderful  war,  just  when  the  country 
already  saw  peace  on  the  horizon,  and  when,  undoubtedly,  that  peace  is  owing  to  the  efforts, 
the  constancy,^  and  the  skill  with  which  the  lamented  Mr.  Lincoln  has  directed  those  events, 
it  seems  just  that  the  senate  should  manifest  expressly  and  spontaneously  its  profound  sorrow 
an^^igi-et  at  an  event  as  terrible  as  it  has  been  unexpected ;  an  event  whicn  has  left  on  the 
minds  of  senators,  as  upon  those  of  aU  the  civilized  world,  a  deep  furrow  of  execration. 

If  I  shall  not  have  mterpreted  the  sentiments  of  the  senate  m  a  manner  worthy  of  its 
elevated  character,  let  it  supply  my  shortcomings,  and  address  to  the  government  of  that  re- 
public a  manifestation  such  as  our  president  considers  fit,  informing  the  Queen's  government 
of  this  manifestation,  and  making  it  extensive  to  the  illustrious  widow  who  has  seen  snatched 
away  so  prematurely  the  companion  of  her  life,  so  that  the  world  may  know  that  if  the 
Spanish*  senate  cares  for  the  *rights  and  immunities  of  people,  it  watches  no  less  carefully 
over  the  rights  of  the  kings  and  heads  of  govismment  who  rule  the  destinies  of  odier  nations^ 
.  1  therefore  call  upon  the  government  of  her  Majesty  to  give  the  proper  explanation  of 
what  has  been  done  in  this  important  question. 

The  President  op  the  Cabinet  op  Ministers,  (the  Duke  of  Valencia,)  said : 

The  government  of  her  Majesty  seconds  with  much  pleasure  the  motion  made  by  the 
senator.  Count  of  Vistahermosa.  As  soon  as  the  government  learned  officially  the  horrible 
crime  committed  in  the  United  States,  we  went  to  her  Mf^'esty's  presence  to  intorm  her  of  it, 
so  that  she  might  give  me  such  orders  as  she  thought  fit. 

Her  Majesty  ordered  me  to  go  and  visit  the  reyesentative  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid, 
and  to  express  to  him  the  ^e?  and  the  indignation  which  her  Majesty  had  felt  at  a  crime  so 
horrible,  as  well  as  all  the  interest  which  her  Majesty  felt  for  the  leaders  of  the  republic  and 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  roval  precept,  I  went  to  the  house  of  the  representative  of  the  United 
States  and  made  to  him  in  the  name  of  her  Majesty  and  of  the  government  that  manifestation. 
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which  he  ppratefullj  a<iknow]edged,  and  i  requested  him  to  transmit  the  same  to  his  grovera- 
ujent,  so  that  the  latter,  with  which  Spain  maintains  aud  seeks  to  maintain  such  good  relations, 
and  he  also  labors  to  maintain  them  for  the  good  of  both  nations,  should  be  made  aware  of 
the  sentiments  which  animate  the  Queen  and  her  government.  At  the  same  time  an  ofHcial 
Ci*mmuni  cation,  signed  by  the  minister  of  state,  was^ent  to  Senor  Tassara,  her  Majesty's  min- 
ister plenipotentiaiy  in  Washington,  making  knovA  to  him  the  same  manifestation.  This  is 
what  her  Majesty's  government  can  say  in  reply  to  the  senator. 

The  Count  of  Vistahermosa  said : 

Though  I  was  already  aware  from  what  had  been  said  in  the  congress  of  deputies  that  this 
had  been  the  course  of  her  Majesty's  ministers,  I  thought  it  right  to  make  this  motion  so  that 
the  whole  senate,  in  whose  sentiments  I  trust  I  am  not  mistaken,  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  join  in  this  profound  sorrow  fur  the  unmciitod  mist'oituue  which  has  fallen  U|»on 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  I  request  the  Chair  for  this  purpose  to  consult  the  opin- 
ion of  the  house. 

The  Presidknt  of  the  Senate  (the  Marquis  of  Duero)  then  said,  from  the  chair: 

I  am  certain  that  the  senate  authorizes  me  at  this  moment,  and  with  the  senate  all  Span- 
iards of  the  provinces  beyond  seas  and  of  the  peninsula,  to  declare  that  the  impression  pro- 
duced by  the  horrible  crime  committed  against  the  President  of  the  republic  ot  the  United 
States  has  been  unanimous,  and  that  we  loin  ourselves  to  the  manifestations  which  the  civ- 
ilized world  is  now  making  on  account  of  this  sad  event,  desiring  solemnly  to  make  known 
the  sincere  wishes  of  Spain  for  the  prosperity  and  peace  of  the  American  republic. 

The  question  will  now  be  put,  whether  the  senate  approves  this  declaration. 

The  secretary  of  the  senate,  SevUla,  having  put  the  question,  it  was  resolved  affirmatively 
by  a  imaniiflous  vote. 


Deiatt  in  the  Spanish  congress  of  deputies,  Muff  ],  1865. — Translation  from  the  original  as 
it  stands  on  the  official  journal  of  the  congress. 

The  Deputy  Senor  Lasala  (opposition)  said : 

Public  attention  has  been  occupied  in  these  days  by  the  events  which  have  given  rise 
to  inevitable  discussion  in  the  senate  and  in  this  house,  and  by  another,  also  a  bloody  event, 
occurring  in  a  foreign  land,  to  which  I  beg  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  congress. 

When  other  p^ovemments  and  parliaments  are  making  manifestations  on  account  of  this 
horrible  event,  it  seems  natural  that  in  the  Spanish  parliament,  in  the  parliament  of  the  na- 
tion, which,  by  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  is  neighbor  to  the  United  States,  something  should  be 
said,  and  that  the  initiation  should  be  taken  by  the  liberal  opposition  to  the  government  of 
her  Majesty.  ^ 

That  country  which  had  been  great  in  peace  has  not  been  less  great  in  war.  In  that  war, 
perhaps  the  most  gigantic  which  histoid  records,  it  seems,  indeed,  that  in  order  so  immense  a 
pyramid  of  corpses  should  be  grandly  crowned,  it  was  necessary  that  the  body  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  should  faU  by  the  ball  of  an  assassin. 

The 'government  of  her  Majesty — I  wish  to  do  it  justice — I  suppose  will  have  manifested  its 
sentiments,  but  I  desire  to  know  in  what  form ;  bec^se  if  it  should  not  have  been  in  some 
solemn  form  expressing  adequately  these  sentiments  of  the  whole  countiy,  I  shall  feel  obliged 
to  make  use  of  my  right  as  a  deputy  and  put  this  manifestation  into  some  other  form. 

The  President  of  the  Cabinet  op  Ministers  (Duke  of  Valencia)  said : 

Her  Majestv's  government  some  days  since,  by  extraordinary  and  unofficial  channels, 
learned  the  cnme  which  had  been  .committed  in  the  United  States,  but  did  not  wish  to  take 
any  official  step  while  the  information  it  had  received  should  not  be  confirmed ;  but  as  soon 
as  it  was  known  officially  the  government  made  haste  to  ^ay  this  intelligence  before  her 
Maiesty 

On  taking  the  orders  of  the  Queen,  I  received  the  charge  from  her  Majesty  to  go  and  visit 
the  charge  d'atfaires  of  the  United  States  in  Madrid,  and  to  express  to  him  the  profound  sor- 
row, the  immensck  affliction,  which  the  Queen  and  the  government  had  experienced  by  the 
horrible  crimes  committed  on  the  person  of  the  President  of  that  republic,  on  that  of  the 
minnter  for  foreign  affairs,  and  on  that  of  the  son  of  the  latter.  At  the  same  time  an  official 
communication  was  sent  to  him  by  the  Department  of  State  in  similar  terms,  and  a  copy  of 
the  same  was  also  sent  to  her  Majesty's  minister  in  Washington,  so  that  he  should,  communi- 
cate the  same  sentiments  to  the  new  President  of  the  republic. 

We  have  not  laid  these  papers  before  the  house  because  it  was  not  customary  to  do  so. 
We  wished  that  the  initiations  snould  be  taken  by  the  deputies  themselves,  and  it  is  immaterial 
whether  this  comes  from  the  benches  of  the  opposition  or  from  this  side,  because  in  this  case 
there  can  be  but  one  general  and  unanimous  sentiment  in  the  whole  house,  as  there  is  in  the 
whole  nation,  for  the  whole  nation  cannc^  do  otherwise  than  lament  a  horrible  crime,  an  as- 
sassination perpetrated  in  this  way  on  the  person  of  the  chief  of  a  friendly  nation,  united  to 
Spain  in  the  best  relations,  and  which,  tnroughont  the  whole  time  of  the  war,  has  been 
giving  and  is  now  giving  us  the  most  positive  proofs  of  the  good  sentiments  which  animate 
it  in  respect  to  all  questions  and  all  the  interests  of  Spain.  The  government,  therefore,  asso- 
ciates itself  to  the  motion  made  by  the  deputy,  and  would  wish  that  the  whole  bourse  and  all 
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Spain  should  manifest  these  same  sentiments,  not  onlj  because  this  ia  just,  but  also  on  ac- 
count of  the  reciprocity  of  sentiments  which  ought  to  exist  between  that  nation  and  Spain. 

The  Deputy  Se£k>r  Clavos  (ministerial)  said : 

The  president  of  the  cabinet  of  ministers  has  very  properly  undertaken  to  express,  not 
only  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  the  Queen  but  in  that  of  the  majority  of  this  house, 
the  perfect  identity  of  sentiment  which  aiflmates  all  of  us  with  respect  to  the  proposition  made 
by  the  honorable  deputy  who  has  just  spolcen.  In  this  point,  as  the  president  of  the  cabinet 
has  well  said,  there  can  be  no  diversity  of  opinion  whatsoever  among  any  of  the  depntiea 
who  sit  in  this  <;hamber.  The  abominable  crime  of  which  the  illustrious  personage  who  pre- 
sided over  the  American  union  has  been  the  victim,  is  a  thing  which  must  wound  painfully 
the  fibres  of  all  who  have  any  sentiments  of  morality,  and  profoundly  all  those  who  have 
any  political  instinct. 

It  is  evident  that  this  poison  which  corrodes  the  entrails  of  European  sodeUes  has  infiltered 
itself  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  that  it  reaches  all  peoples.  Consequently,  if  in  the  past  we 
are  afflicted  by  the  crimes  committed  in  Europe  against  crowned  heads,  on  this  occasion  the 
future  ought  to  afflict  us  still  more,  seeing  tnat  we  discover  the  disease  to  have  extended  to 
all  humanity. 

We  who  glory  in  being  partisans  of  the  principle  of  authority,  we  ought  to  feel  this  worse 
than  any.  In  fact  wo  believe  that  the  principle  of  authority  is  a  species  of  reflex  of  the 
divine  power,  understanding  this  phrase  in  its  nght  sense,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  seems  to 
me  it  cannot  be  denied  by  anybooy,  considerins^  the  public  power  in  its  august  social  mani- 
festation, not  precisely  in  kings,  as  is  vulgar^  believed,  but  in  whomsoever  represents  it 
socially  and  legitimately,  is  sacred. 

This  principle,  then,  is  for  us  incarnate  in  the  person  of  the  president  of  a  republic,  as  it  ia 
in  that  of  our  own  august  sovereigpQ,  or  in  that  ot  any  crowned  head  of  Europe. 

We  therefore  join  ourselves  to  this  worth  v,  opportune,  and  most  fitting  manifestation ;  and 


I  think  in  so  saying  I  interpret  faithftdly  the  sentiments  of  the  majority,  (by  manjr  depnties, 
yes,  yes,)  and  1  maysaytre  are  perfectly 
Lasala  and  by  the  president  of  the  cabinet. 


yes,  yes, )  and  1  may  say  tre  are  perfectly  agreed  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  deputj 


To  us  it  is  most  grateful,  seeing  that  we  are  divided  on  other  questions  in  which  our 
opinions  differ,  to  be  perfectly  united  on  this  point,  which  is  of  great  interest,  for  the  ques- 
tion is  the  condemnation,  present  and  future,  of  those  sacrilegious  attacks  against  a  principle 
alike  sacred  to  every  member  of  this  house. 

The  President  op  the  Cabinet  of  Ministers  said: 

J  omitted  to  state  to  the  congress  that  the  latest  information  of  the  government  is  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  affairs,  who  has  been  wounded  most  severely,  as  well  a« 
his  son,  it  is  hoped  may  both  recover  from  the  sad  condition  to  which  they  were  reducedt 
and  that  the  assassin  is  arreted. 

The  Deputy  SefSor  Lasala  : 

Both  times  the  President  of  the  cabinet  has  risen  he  has  satisfied  me  completely.  This  ia 
what  I  hoped  for  from  the  government  of  her  Majesty  on  this  occasion ;  and  without  enter- 
ing now  into  any  considerations  upon  the  origin  of  power,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  point  of 
fact  the  house  is  now  ready  to  make  the  manifestation  which  the  president  of  the  cabinet 
has  indicated.  I,  personally,  ought  nst  to  propose  it.  And  although  there  are  here  man  j 
persons  more  competent,  better  authorized  and  more  conspicuous  than  I  am  on  these  benches, 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  house,  they  would  not  have  authority  sufficient  to  mkke  this 
manifestation. 

But  there  is  in  this  chamber  one  person  who  can  make  it,  (the  orator  is  interrupted  by 
the  president  of  the  Congress, )  and  at  this  moment  he  is  interrupting  me  to  say  that  he  will 
make  it. 

The  President  or  the  Congress  of  Deputies  (from  his  chair)  said : 

Gentlemen  deputies,  I  consider  it  my  privilege  as  well  as  duty  to  interpret  on  this  occasion 
the  sentiments  of  you  all,  of  the  whole  congress  and  of  the  nation,  declaring  that  this 
house  associates  itself  to  the  profound  affliction  which  has  fallen  upon  the  United  States  in 
the  horrible  crime  committed  upon  the  person  of  the  President  of  that  republic,  and  which 
has  just  occupied  the  attention  of  this  house. 

The  question  being  then  put  whether  the  house  adheres  to  the  declaration  made  by  its 
president,  it  was  agreed  to  without  a  dissenting  voice ;  and  on  motion  of  deputy  love  and 
Hevia,  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  record  with  the  adhesion  of  the  house  by  an 
nnanimons  vote. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  196.]  Lrgation  or  Tub  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  7,  1865. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  ofiicial  copy  of  the  law  for  the  abandon- 
men];  of  San  Domingo,  which,  after  passing  both  chambers  of  the  legislature 
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was  signed  by  the  Queen  on  the  30tb  ultimo,  and  published  in  the  senate  on 
the  3d  instank 

I  am  informed  that  the  necessary  orders  have  been  immediately  sent  out  for  the 
prompt  evacuation  of  the  island  by  the  Spanish  military  and  naval  forces,  and 
by  the  civil  administration. 

The  more  recent  debates  on  this  question  in  both  houses  have  elicited  nothing 
new,  and,  though  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  follow  them  pretty  closely, 
there  has  been  no  particular  occasion  to  report  to  you. 

You  are  aware  tnat  I  have  seized  every  opportunity  to  undeceive  the  Span- 
ish government  as  to  the  entravagant  declan^ation  of  the  orators  opposed  to 
this  wise  measure,  tending  to  create  the  impression  that  the  United  States  were 
constantly  lying  in  wait  to  pounce  upon  the  Spanish  American  colonies,  and  that 
the  only  way  to  keep  Dominica  out  of  our  hands,  and  prevent  ita  becoming  an 
outpost  of  the  United  States,  tlireatening  Cuba  on  the  one  side  and  Porto  Rico  on 
the  other,  was  to  hold  on  to  the  coveted  island,  and  fortify,  garrison,  and  defend  it 
to  the  last  extremity  as  the  keystone  in  the  arch  of  Spanish  colonial  power  in 
America. 

Without  in  any  way  making  myself  conspicuous,  I  have  not  failed  to  embrace 
every  occasion  to  converse  with  deputies  and  senators  in  such  a  way  as  to  show 
tbem  the  Vholly  imaginary  basis  of  these  apprehensions.  Mv  well  known 
antecedents  in  opposition  to  the  Jeff.  Davis  or  Pierre  Sould  policy  of  war  for 
Cuban  annexation  in  1855,  have  again  stood  me  in  stead  to  produce  conviction  now. 
I  said,  those  projects  which  were  attributable  to  our  slaveholding  faction,  and 
undertaken  for  the  sake  of  slaveiy  by  that  party  which  has  since  gone  into  re- 
bellion against  the  government  of  the  republic  for  the  same  cau^e,  cannot  be  at- 
tributed to  the  goverment  which  is  fighting  these  very  men  and  which  maintains 
me  as  its  humble  representative  here.  Nor  is  it  conceivable  that  I  should  now  be  in 
the  service  of  an  administration  harboring  such  projects,  when  in  1855  I  made 
war  upon  the  traitors  who  did  harbor  them,  though  it  involved  my  separatioji 
from  the  service.  But  I  had  since  protested  against  the  annexation  of  San  Do- 
mingo. True— and  this  was  in  fact  the  only  question  on  which  it  might  be  pos- 
sible to  breed  serious  difficulty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain — the 
former  Spanish  administration  had  made  a  great  mistake  in  going  into  Dominica, 
and  we  had  protested  against  it  in  such  terms  as  we  thought  the  case  demanded. 
But  if  Spain  would  only  keep  within  her  own  limits  in  America,  she  need  have 
no  apprehension  at  all  that  the  United  States  would  go  out  of  theirs  to  trouble 
her  power  in  her  own  islands.  It  must  be  tolerably  evident  that  we  could  not 
be  very  ambitious  to  have  upon  our  hands  the  question  of  any  additional  negro 
population  now,  whether  slave  or  free. 

As  to  Dominica,  it  was  a  source  not  of  strength  but  of  weakness  and  embar- 
rassment to  any  power  who  should  possess  it.  Spaniards  had  certainly  found  it 
so,  and  I  did  not  understand  why  they  should  consider  the  place  so  desirable 
for  us. 

Probably,  if  we  had  had  the  misfortune  to  have  an  army  stationed  in  Dominica, 
and  our  men  were  dying  as  fast  as  those  of  Spain,  we  should  have  withdrawn  from 
that  country  long  ago ;  and  the  point  of  honor  whether  those  natives  had  beaten 
us  or  we  had  beaten  those  natives  would  not  have  troubled  us  greatly. 

In  my  conferences  with  Mr.  Benavides  on  this  subject  I  was  greatly  aided  by 
your  clear  and  most  opportune  instructions.  Towards  the  last  of  March  I  re- 
ceived your  instruction  No.  70,  of  February  27,  and  immediately  made  a  Span- 
ish translation  and  placed  it  in  Mr.  Benavides's  hands. 

You  will  find  enclosed  the  translation  of  a  paragraph  of  his  speech,  pronounced 
soon  after,  on  the  29th  of  March,  which  is  evidently  based  upon  the  ideas  set 
forth  by  you. 

The  vote  for  the  bill  was  in  the  congress  of  deputies  157  for,  to  68  against; 
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and  in  the  senate,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  93  for,  to  39  against  the, project  of  the 
government. 

Thus  I  beg  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  final  termination  of  this  vexed 
question. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEREY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Translation.  ] 

Extract  from  Ike  speech  of  Mr.  Benamdes^  Minister  of  State^   in  the  congress  of  deputies 
March  29,  lti65,ofi  the  hill  for  abandonment  of  San  Domingo. 

Mach  ha4  been  said  here  also  about  the  Uhited  States.  The  United  States  are  presented 
as  a  bugbear  bj  certain  classes  of  persons  when  they  talk  about  the  question  of  San  Do- 
mingo and  the  question  of  the  existence  of  our  West  Indies.  Sefior  Ulloa  has  talked  to  us 
about  a  new  Suamj.  It  is  said  here  that  the  day  approaches  of  great  armed  conflicts ;  it  is 
said  that  in  our  days  we  shall  witness  a  conflict  between  Europe  and  America ;  a  confiic^t 
which  will  be  colossal — of  such  proportions  that  it  shall  have  no  parallel  in  history ;  and  all 
this  is  said  with  reference  to  the  question  of  San  Domingo,  of  its  annexation  and  of  the 
project  of  abandonment  which  now  occupies  us. 

I,  gentlemen,  perhaps  may  be  a  false  prophet ;  yon  will  haye  a  perfect  right  to  say  so, 
and  I  cannot  answer  you ;  but  I  belieye  that  those  who  talk  in  that  manner  are  greatly 
mistaken  ;  that  those  great  conflicts  are  not  to  be  feared;  that  the  new  Salamy  is  not  coming  ; 
that  none  of  those  conflicts  is  coming;  none  of  those  battles  in  which  the  two  parts  of  the 
world,  America  and  Europe,  will  come  into  collision. 

I  belieye  that  nothing  of  that  kind  is  about  to  happen ;  apd  it  is  clear.  Deputies  will 
ask  me  what  data,  what  motiyes,  haye  you  to  think  in  that  agreeable  way  7  for  it  is  agreeable, 
undoubtedly,  to  think  in  this  way. 

I,  gentlemen,  on  this  occasion  cannot  say  much,  but  I  haye  reasons  to  belieye,  I  am 
intimately  conyinced  that  the  day  the  war  ends  between  the  States  of  the  north  and  south 
of  America,  the  day  those  great  battles  terminate — ^would  to  God  it  were  to-morrow  fnr  the 
g^od  of  humanity — the  United  States  are  tiot  going  to  make  war  on  Europe.  They  are 
going  to  do  something  mater,  something  which  great  people  loye  better  to  do.  They  have 
a  need  greater  than  that  of  fighting,  and  it  is  not  certainly  the  need  of  more  territory. 
Gentlemen,  they  are  going  to  work  to  strengthen  the  union  of  the  United  States  :  that  is 
their  passion — that  is  and  must  always  be  their  strength ;  that  is  always  their  idea,  and  thai 
is  always  their  necessity.  That  is  what  is  going  to  happen.  They  will  strengthen  their 
union  undoubtedly,  and  to  that  end  they  will  dedicate  all  their  political  work,  and  I  have  a 
most  intimate  conviction  of  this. 

This  agreeable  way  of  thinking,  gentlemen  deputies  may  credit  it  or  not ;  to  me  it  belongv 
to  speak  thus  because  I  have  data  which  warrants  me.  I  cannot  explain  myself  further 
upon  this  point. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  197.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  12,  1865. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Benavides,  in  which  I  took  oc- 
casion to  speak  upon  the  subject  of  your  instruction  No.  78,  of  March  21,  this 
being  the  first  opportunity  on  which  a  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  has 
been  visible  in  Madi*id  since  your  instruction  was  received.  Mr.  Benavides  im- 
mediately said  that  he  thought  Admiral  Pareja  was  disposed  to  be  a  little  hard 
upon  Chili,  though,  in  fact,  that  government  had  given  serious  motive  for  com- 
plaint. But  Mr.  Benavides  said  it  was  his  policy  and  the  wish  of  his  govern- 
ment to  avoid  all  possible  complications  with  the  republics  on  the  Pacific  coast* 
and  he  had  sent  out  instructions  to  the  Spanish  representative  in  Chili  not  to 
insist  on  indemnity  for  the  damages  suffered  by  the  Spanish  fleet  because  of  the 
Refusal  of  Chili  to  allow  their  ships  to  coal  in  her  harbors,  though  that  damage 
was  positive  and  the  refusal  of  Chili  an  unwarrantable  act        ^-^  . 
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He  had  instrncted  the  Spanish  representative  not  to  ask  anj  pecnniarj-  in- 
demnity for  any  of  these  unfriendly  acts.  But  the  Spanish  consul  had  been 
assaulted,  his  consulate  rifled,  and  the  Spanish  flag  insulted.  He  had  instructed 
the  Spanish  minister  to  require  the  disapprobation  of  these  acts  from  the  GhiHan 
government,  and  that  the  flag  of  Spain  should  be  saluted  by  order  of  the  gov* 
emment  of  the  republic,  with  which  customary  act,  in  such  cases  never  refused, 
the  Spanish  representative  was  to  announce  cJl  disagreeable  incidents  between 
the  two  governments  terminated  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  Benavides  explained  to  me  that  in  this  case  Admiral  Pareja  would  not 
have  the  conduct  of  the  negotiations,  but  the  ordinary  diplomatic  representative 
of  Spain  resident  in  Chili. 

I  expressed  to  Mr.  Benavides  my  own  hope  that  on  this  basis  cordial  relations 
h^^een  Spain  and  the  Chilian  government  would  be  promptly  restored.' 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward.  ' 

No.  198.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Benavides  has  so  far  recovered  his  health  as  to  be  able  to  resume 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  as  minister  of  state. 

Yesterday  was  his  first  reception  of  the  members  of  the  foreign  diplomatic 
corps  since  his  return  to  Madrid,  and  I  took  this  occasion  to  read  to  him  your 
important  instruction  No.  86,  of  April  4,  concerning  the^  project  for  the  neu- 
tralization of  fiayti  and  San  Domingo. 

Mr.  Benavides  said  he  was  not  surprised  by  your  decision,  which  was  in 
complete  consonance  with  the  traditionid  policy  of  the  United  States  in  such 
matters. 

Some  days  previous  I  had  seen  Mr.  Madlon,  Haytien  minister  at  this  court* 
to  whom  I  also  read  your  instruction.  Mr.  Madlon  was  pleased  with  the  tone  of 
it,  but  thought  that  your  decision  would  be  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  plan,  as 
the  other  powers  were  all  dependent  upon  what  tho  United  States  should  con- 
sent to  do, 

fce  fact  was,  that  the  agreement  of  the  United  States  to  the  project  was  the 
one  thing  essential  on  which  the  success  of  the  whole  project  hinged,  and  this 
filing,  though  the  United  States  should  look  with  pleasure  upon  the  realization 
of  the  plan  by  other  powers,  none  of  these  would  move.  He  therefore  consid- 
ered that  the  who}e  project  would  have  to  be  abandoned  without  more  trouble  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Benavides  also  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  absence  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  United  States,  nothing  would  be  done. 

Sir  John  Crampton,  the  English  minister  at  this  tourt,  who  had  also  been 
consulted  in  this  business,  expressed  to  me  in  conversation,  also,  that  there  would 
nothing  come  of  it. 

With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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JBdr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Hunter 

No.  199.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  13,  1865^ 

Sir  :  Tour  circular  instruction  of  April  17,  giving  me  official  information  of 
the  horrible  crimes  committed  in  Washington  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of 
April,  jour  printed  circular  of  same  date,  ordering  crape  to  be  worn  for  six 
months,  and  your  instruction  No.  92,  of  April  18,  in  which,  among  other  things, 
you  transmit  the  welcome  intelligence  that  the  condition  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  and  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  was  improving,  have  been  received. 

You  will  have  learned  by  my  recent  despatches,  Nos.  193,  194,  and  195,  that 
this  intelligence  was  long  since  anticipated  by  the  telegraph,  and  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  take  official  action  based  on  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Adams,  ouf  min- 
ister at  London,  dated  the  26th  ultimo.  My  own  dispositions  have  been  cdfti- 
municated  to  the  department,  as  well  as  the  action  taken  by  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, Queen,  and  legislative  bodies,  in  presence  of  these  events. 

The  full  mourning  ordered  by  me  will  be  preserved  in  this  legation  and  con- 
sulates during  the  thirty  days,  and  afterwards  reduced  to  the  crape  upon  the  left 
arm  for  six  months  from  the  15th  April,  in  compliance  with  your  printed  orders 
to  that  effect. 

I  beg  to  conmtulate  you  with  all  my  heart  upon  the  improved  state  of  both  the 
Messrs.  Sewaid,  which  I  am  happy  to  find  fully  confirmed  by  more  recent  tele- 
grams, and  I  trust*  indeied,  the  permanent  and  complete  recovery  of  both  may 
DOW  be  reasonably  anticipated.  In  this  belief  I  beg  to  enclose  the  accompanying 
private  letter,  which,  if  he  be  able  to  receive  it,  I  beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
have  delivered  into  Mr.  Seward's  hands. 

The  occaflion  also  permits  me  to  offer  to  yourself*  the  sincere  expression  of 
my  personal  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEEEY. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  i'ecretary  of  States   Woihington. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Perry, 
[Extract] 
No.  98.]  *  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  several  despatches,  from  No  188,  of  the  21st  ultimo,  to  No.  191, 
of  the  24th  ultimo,  together  with  your  private  note,  dated  April  8,  have 
been  received.  The  thnlling  account  given  in  your  No.  190  of  the  effect  pro- 
duced in  the  Spanish  capitid  by  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Eichmond  ia  highly 
interesting. 

♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦« 

I  %m,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTEE,  Acting  Secretary. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  ifc,,  ifc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
[Extract] 
No.  201.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  23, 1865. 
Sir  :  General  Prim  left  Madrid  yesterday  at  one  o'clock,  on  the  northern  line 
of  railway.    General  Milans  del  Bosch,  who  will  be  remembered  as  the  gentle- 
man who  went  to  Mexico  to  treat  directly  with  President  Juarez  before  the 
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rapture  between  the  SpaniBb  and  French  commanders,  left  also  bj  the  same 
line  at  half  past  eight  o'clock  last  evening. 

•  ••••  ••• 

There  are  certidn  persons  in  Madrid  who  are  persuaded  that  a  revolutionary 
movement  is  about  to  break  out  in  this  country,  and  that  the  throne  of  Queen 
Isabd  is  seriously  threatened. 

In  this  connexion  I  hear  it  mentioned  that  Seuor  D.  Salustiano  Olozaga, 
former  prime  minister  and  a  prominent  leader  of  the  progresista  party,  is  now  in 
Italy,  fiiter  having  been  in  Paris,  and  it  is  understood  that  money  proceeding 
from  Italy  has  been  &ceived  bv  other  prominent  men  in  Madrid.  At  the  same  time. 
General  Ghialolini,  of  the  Italian  army,  is  on  a  visit  here  to  his  wife's  relatives, 
who  are  Spanish,  but  I  see  no  indications  that  the  people  in  Madrid  are  prepar- 
ing for  a  popular  insurrection — certainly  not  at  present ;  and  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed that  tnis  event,  if  it  occur  at  all,  is  not  so  near  as  it  is  represented  to  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Terry. 

No.  100.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa9hif^Uyii,  May  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date,  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Tassara,  on  the  subject  of  the  surrender  of  the  ram  Stonewall 
to  the  authorities  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  at  Havana. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  interesting 
despatches  Nos.  194,  195,  and  196,  together  with  one  not  numbered,  dated  April 
29.     Your  proceedings  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, '  Acting  Secretary. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.t  Madrid. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Tassara. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  30,  1865. 

The  undersigned.  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  is 
directed  by  the  President  to  accquaint  Mr.  Tassara,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Oatholic  Majesty,  that  official  intelligence 
has  been  received  at  this  department,  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Havana,  that  the  insurgent  ram  Stonewall,  alias  Olinde,  which  has  been  a  sub- 
ject of  recent  correspondence  between  this  department  and  Mr.  Tassara,  was, 
on  the  19th  instant,  surrendered  by  the  person  in  charge  of  her  to  the  author- 
ities at  that  port,  in  whose  custody  she  is  supposed  to  remain.  As  this  sur- 
render must  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  capture  or  destruc- 
tion of  this  vessel  bv  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  on  her  leaving  Havana, 
which  it  is  believed  were  entirely  competent  for  either  of  these  purposes,  the  pro- 
ceeding must  have  been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  defraud  the  United  States  of 
their  incontestable  belligerent  rights. 

It  is  not  conceived  how,  by  the  law  of  nations,  Spain  could  acquire  from  the 
commercial  possession  of  the  Stonewall  any  title  to  that  vessel,  if  the  person 
who  made  the  deposit  with  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  had  been,  in  met,  at 
the  time  of  deposit  a  belligerent  rebeX    Yet  he  could  convey  no  title  in  an 
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armed  and  hostile  ship  to  a  neutral  state ;  but,  in  point  of  fact,  those  in  command 
of  the  vessel,  had  at  the  time  of  her  surrender,  lost  all  the  characteristics  and  prir- 
ileges  of  a  belligerent.  They  were  pirates ;  no  more^  no  less.  The  Stonewall 
belonged  to  their  trae  sovereign  the  United  States,  even  without  capture. 
Spain,  as  it  seems  to  the  United  States,  could  not  by  purchase  or  conveyance 
defeat  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  vessel. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  for  the  reasons  stated,  it  is  expected  that  the 
vessel  will  be  delivered  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Havana.  Any 
reasonable  expenses  which  may  have  been  incurred  by  her  Catholic  Majesty's 
authorities,  in  consequence  of  the  surrender  and  custody  of  the  Stonewall,  will 
be  paid  by  the  Navy  Department  here,  upon  presentation  of  the  proper  accounts. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara,  on  this  occasion,  renewed  assurances 
oi  his  highest  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc,  Sfc.,  Spc, 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 
tExtract.] 
No.  205.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  June  5,  1865. 

Your  No.  83,  concerning  the  withdrawal  of  the  declaration  of  neutrality  and 
belligerent  rights  by  this  government,  was  made  the  subject  of  a  conference 
with  the  Spanish  minister  of  state,  Mr.  Benavides,  who  answered  as  usual  that 
he  Was  desirous  to  take  the  step  indicated.  I  have  subsequently  recurred  also 
to  this  subject,  but  nothing  practical  has  been  accomplished  till  the  knowledge 
of  the  President's  proclamation  of  May  10  was  communicated  to  Mr  Ben- 
avides, as  related  in  my  No.  203  of  June  2. 

To-morrow  will  appear  in  the  official  Gazette  a  royal  decree,  signed  by  the 
Queen,  at  Aranjuez,  yesterday,  simply  declaring  *  the  termination  of  the  civil 
war  in  the  United  States,  and  annulling  the  royal  decree  of  neutrality  of  June 
17,  1861,  with  its  declaration  of  belligerent  and  neutral  rights,  and  all  the  rest 
which  it  contained. 

I  have  said  to  Mr.  Benavides,  from  the  first,  that  I  considered  this  the  best 
form  for  terminating  the  objectionable  state  of  intemationid  relations  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States  established  by  that  decree  of  1861,  and  I  only 
regret  not  to  have  been  able  to  obtain  it  until  the  President's  proclamation  of 
May  10  has  come  to  stimulate  the  action  of  this  government. 

ITie  Gazette  of  to-morrow  will  be  published  in  time  for  me  to  enclose  the 
printed  royal  decree  of  the  4th  instant  with  this  despatch,  which  leaves  in  the 
mail  of  1 1  o'clock  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaijd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Translation.] 

DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE,   ROYAL  DECREE. 

Tlie  war  between  the  northern  and  southern  States  in  the  republic  of  the  United  States 
being  terminated,  and  there  beine  an  end,  in  conseqnence,  by  the  re-establishment  ofpeace,  to 
the  circumstances  which  induced  the  provisions  contained  in  my  royal  decree  of  June  17, 
1861,  referring  to  the  neutrality  of  Spain  in  the  said  war,  I  decree  what  follows.  Only 
article.    My  royal  decree  of  June  17,  1861,  is  abrogated. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the  fourth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  under 
the  royal  rubric. 

The  minister  of  state. 
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Mr,  Perry, to  Mr.  Setoard, 

No.  207.J  .  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  June  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  original  report  made  bj  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Alicant  of  the  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  receiving  a 
deputation  of  the  democratic  partj  of  that  province,  who  manifested  their  sen- 
timents in  view  of  recent  occurrences  in  the  United  States,  and  requested 
that  the  same  should  be  made  known  to  our  government. 

I  also  enclose  the  address  presented  by  a  deputation  of  the  democrats  of 
Keres,  near  Cadiz,  forwarded  by  Mr.  Little,  and  referring  to  the  same  events. 
With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 
^  Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


[For  endosures  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  208.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  June  8, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  address  signed  by  the  natives  of  Onba 
and  Porto  Rico  resident  in  this  capital,  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  President 
Xiiacoln,  and  which  was  presented  to  me  yesterday  by  a  committee  of  their  num- 
ber. Remarks  appropriate  to  the  occasion  were  made  by  one  of  the  committee 
and  replied  to  by  me. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  SswAftD, 

Secretary  rf  State. 
[For  enclosure  see  Appendix,  separate  volume.] 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  June  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  night  of  the  10th  instant  the  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel,  two 
majors,  and  captains  of  the  regiment  of  Bourbon,  in  garrison  at  Valencia,  were 
surprised  in  the  barracks  as  they  were  about  to  lead  the  regiment  out  in  insur- 
rection, and  were  made  prisoners.  At  the  same  time  a  force  surrounded  the 
progresista  club  in  that  city  and  made  sixteen  of  the  leading  members  pris- 
oners. 

In  consequence  of  this  event  the  captain  general  of  that  province.  Lieu- 
tenant General  Villalonga,  marquis  of  Maestrasgo,  formerly  a  Garlist  leader,  has 
also  been  dismissed  from  his  command,  and  with  him  Major  General  La  Rocla, 
second  in  command,  with  many  inferior  officers. 

Whatever  this  movement  may  have  been  intended  to  be,  it  seems  to  have  been 
abortive.  Nevertheless,  the  Queen's  government  seems  to  be  convinced  that  it 
has  not  suppressed  the  revolutionary  symptoms  in  the  peninsula  by  its  vigorous 
and  timely  action  at  Valencia.  The  military  governor  of  Gadiz  has  also  been 
removed.  The  position  of  troops  is  being  constantly  varied,  and  movable 
columns  of  one  brigade  of  infantry,  with  artillery  and  cavalry  in  proj^rtion,  have 
been  organized  and  are  moving  from  point  to  point  throughout  me  Wintry,     t 
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It  being  currently  reported  that  General  Prim  was  at  Valencia,  again  that  he 
was  at  Perpignan,  on  the  Arontiere  of  Catalonia,  again  that  he  had  chartered  a 
fast  steamer  at  Marseilles,  and  was  on  the  Mediterranean,  the  government  has 
publicly  withdrawn  his  leave  of  absence  to  travel  abroad,  and  ordered  him  in 
the  official  Gazette  of  to-day  totproceed  by  the  straight  road  to  Madrid,  and  re- 
port to  the  minister  of  war.  The  Spanish  ambassador  has,  however,  tele- 
graphed horn  Paris  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  convey  this  order  to  the  hands 
of  General  Prim,  because  his  family,  now  at  Paris,  were  not  able  to  inform  him 
where  the  general  now  is. 

General  Milors  del  Bosch,  also  enjoyine  a  leave  of  absence  abroad,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  at  Geuta ;  various  aides-de-camp  and  officers  especially  attached 
to  these  leaders  have  been  ordered  to  out-of-way  places,  or  are  in  hiding  to 
avoid  receiving  such  orders. 

A  circular  order  of  the  minister  of  interior  government,  published  to-day, 
orders  the  civil  governors  of  the  provinces  to  close  immediately  all  the  dubs, 
caf(6s,  reading-rooms,  or  societies,  whatsoever  be  their  name  or  apparent  object, 
in  which  political  subjects  may  have  been  or  may  be  treated  of,  and  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  governor,  may  contribute  to  disturb  the  public  tranquillity. 

This  is  a  sweeping  order,  and  practically  will  amount  to  closing  all  places  of 
meeting  and  of  conversation,  except  those  where  the  partisans  of  the  govern- 
ment resort. 

I  send  enclosed  a  translation  of  the  text  of  this  order. 

Everything  still  bodes  that  the  summer  will  not  pass  without  a  conflict,  and 
the  transcendent  nature  of  the  questions  at  issue  is  confessed  by  the  minister 
to  be  nothing  less  than  the  destruction  of  the  institutions  and  the  political  sys- 
tem now  existing.  The  indications  now  are  that  open  insurrection  will  not  be 
long  delayed. 

Btill,  it  is  possible  that  the  Queen,  by  yielding  on  two  or  three  great  ques- 
tions, such  as  the  recognition  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  reform  of  the  electoral 
laws  and  lists  of  voters,  &c.,  may  temporarily  put  off  the  day  when  the  people 
of  Spain  shall  require  her  to  vacate  the  throne. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaid, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Tranaladon.] 

MnnSTERIAL  DEPARTBfENT  OF  THE  OOVERNMRNT  OF  THE  INTERIOR,  SECTION  OF  PUBUC 

ORDER. 

[Circular.] 

To  the  Oavemor  of  the  frovimce  of  —  ; 

Taking  into  consideration  the  agitation  produced  in  people*!  minds  by  the  constant  assoda- 
tion  in  different  places  of  meeting  of  persons  wlio  sustain  and  diffuse  illegal  opinions  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  the  institutions  ana  the  political  system  now  existing,  the  Queen  (whom 
God  protect)  has  been  pleased  to  order  that,  in  fulfilment  of  article  5th  of  the  law  of  June 
22,  1864,  concerning  public  meetings,  your  excellency  shall  immediately  disserve  all  the 
clubs,  reading  and  conversation  rooms,  meetings  and  societies,  whatsoever  be  their  denomi- 
nation or  apparent  object,  in  which  political  subjects  have  been  treated  or  may  be  treated, 
and  which,  m  the  opinion  of  your  exceUeixy,  may  contribute  to  disturb  the  public  tranquility. 

By  the  royal  order  I  communicate  this  \o  your  excellenoy  for  its  corresponding  effects. 

God  grant  your  excellency  many  years.    Mairid,  June  12,  1865. 

GONZALEZ  BRAVO. 

Correct  trai^tion : 
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Mr.  Perry  td  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  212.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

t       Madrid,  June  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  2l8t  instant  I  had  the  pleasure  to  meet  the  new 
minister  of  state,  who  took  possession  of  his  portfolio  on  that  day,  and  spoke 
to  him  of  the  urgency  of  the  affair  of  the  Stonewall  at  the  Havana. 

On  the  25th  instant  I  met  him  again  by  appointment,  at  his  department, 
when,  afier  reviewing  the  facts  of  her  surrender  to  the  Cuban  authorities,  with- 
out any  other  condition  except  the  advance  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  under- 
stood to  have  been  appropriated  to  paying  off  her  crew  and  furnishing  them 
transportation  out  of  the  Spanish  dominions  and  to  their  several  homes,  the 
minister  then  informed  me  that  it  was  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government 
that  the  Stonewall  should  be  immediately  delivered  lo  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States,  our  government  refunding  to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  the 
sixteen  thousand  dollars  advanced  by  him  upon  the  security  of  this  ship.  Upon 
the  question  whether  that  was  satisfactory  to  my  government,  1  said,  of  course 
that  was  a  question  which  the  government  must  decide  for  itself;  but,  without 
going  into  the  question  of  right  at  all,  I  considered  that  if,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
sixteen  thousand  dollars  was  understood  to  be  the  price  whicn  it  had  cost  the 
Cuban  authorities  to  break  up  this  organization  of  pirates,  get  possession  of 
tbeir  ship,  and  free  her  Majesty's  dominions  of  their  presence  by  giving  to 
every  man  the  means  of  transportation  to  his  own  country,  so  that  they  should 
not  become  a  charge  upon  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  and  should  thus  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  undertake  some  honest  way  of  living  for  the  future,  I  did  not 
doubt  the  government  pf  the  United  States  would  refund  that  money  on  taking 
possession  of  the  ship  surrendered  to  'her  Majesty's  authorities  under  those 
conditions  by  the  pirates  who  had  her  in  charge. 

'    I  was  then  authorized  to  communicate  to  you  that  orders  would  be  sent  im- 
mediately to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  to  deliver  the  StonewaU  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  United  States,  which  I  did  by  telegram  to  Queenstown  the  same 
evening.    Copies  of  official  notes  on  this  subject  will  be  forwarded. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  PEKRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Telegram.— Sent  June  22,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.] 
[For  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  Washington.] 

Madrid,  June  22. 
To  the  American  consul,  Queenstown ^  Cork: 

I  am  authorized  to  saj  that  orders  will  be  riven  to  the  captain  general  of  Caha  to 
deliver  the  Stonewall  to  the  firovemment  of  the  united  States. 

^  HORATIO  J.  PEERY. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  213.1  Legation  of  the  United  6tates, 

Madrid,  June  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  charg^  d'affaires  of  his  Majesty  King  Victor  Emanuel  informed  me 
the  day  before  yesterday  that  the  minister  of  state,  Mr.  Bermndez  de  Gastro, 
had  announced  to  him  the  determination  of  the  Spanish  government  to  recog-^ 
nize  the  new  kingdom  of  Italy,  and  invited  him  to  enter  into  negotiations  for 
that  purpose.  CoooIp 
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The  charg^  d'affiures  told  me  that  h'e  had  replied  he  had  no  instractions  to 
negotiate  on  that  subject,  but  he  woald  inform  his  government  of  the  purpose 
of  Spain,  and  await  its  instructions. 

I  am  informed  that  the  celebrated  prioress  of  the  convent  of  0an  Pascual,  in 
Aranjuez,  has  been  removed  to  fi  convent  in  the  town  of  Ubeda,  near  Jaen. 

The  new  electoral  law  has  been  presented  by  the  government  to  the  congress 
of  deputies  substantially  in  the  terms  foreseen  in  my  despatch  No.  211,  of  the 
22d  instant.  It  is  a  little  doubtful^whether  this  congress,  elected  under  the 
influence  of  the  Narvaez  cabinet,  and  with  a  total  abstention  of  progresistas  aud 
democrats  from  the  polls,  can  be  brought  to  vote  this  electoral  reform  and  ex- 
tension of  suffirage.  But  the  throne  has  been  so  near  the  brink  of  an  abyss  for 
lack  of  it,  that  it  is  possible  these  high  prerogative  deputies  may  themselv^  be 
brought  to  vote  it. 

If  not,  we  shall  have  a  dissolution — a  new  chamber  elected  to  vote  this  bill— >- 
and  as  soon  as  it  is  vote4#  another  dissolution,  in  order  to  arrive  at  an  election 
under  the  new  law. 

A  general  amnesty  has  been  published  for  all  offences  committed  by  the  press, 
with  release  Arom  imprisonment,  refunding  of  fines,  &c.,  in  all  cases  which 
have  already  been  decided,  and  nolle  pros,  entered  in  all  cases  now  pending* 
This  sends,  as  I  am  told,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  causes  out  of  court, 
and  puts  the  newspaper  press  where  it  was  before  the  Narvaez  cabinet  took 
power. 

It  is  understood  that  the  law  on  the  press  will  also  be  modified  in  a  liberal  sense* 
The  royal  order  revoking  the  leave  of  absence  of  General  Prim  and  com- 
manding him  to  report  in  Madrid  was  also  immediately  revoked  by  the  present 
cabinet,  as  well  as  all  the  military  orders  against  individual  officers  of  the  latter 
period  of  Narvaez  rule.  All  causes  undertaken  in  consequence  of  recent  revo- 
lutionary movements  have  been  dismissed. 

A  general  replacement  of  military  and  civil  employ^  is  going  on,  which  will 
soon  leave  none  of  the  adherents  of  the  late  cabinet  in  place.  But  whether* 
the  progresistaaud  democratic  parties  will  be  satisfied  with  tne  concessions  which 
are  now  being  made  to  them  with  full  hands  is  not  yet  settled.  Should  they 
come  in  and  consent  to  exercise  their  electoral  privileges  under  the  new  law,  the 
Queen  will  have  made  a  great  step ;  they  claim,  however,  a  reform  of  the  senate, 
also,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that,  as  things  go  now,  they  may  get  it. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Perry. 
[Extract] 

No.  105.]  Pbpartment  of  Statb, 

Washington,  July  6,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch.  No- 
205,  of  the  5th  of  June  with  its  accompaniment,  a  copy  of  the  Gaceta  de 
Madrid  of  the  6th  of  the  same  month. 

Your  proceedings  fii  submitting  the  President's  proclamation  of  May  10  to 
Mr.  Benavides  are  approved,  and  I  have  now  to  express  on  behalf  of  the 
President  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  has  learned  of  the  prompt  withdrawal 
by  the  Spanish  government  of  the  belligerent  character  with  which  it  had 
heretofore  most  unnecessarily  invested  the  rebels.  *  ♦  »  • 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Madrid.  r^  t 
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Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  214.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  July  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  diplomatic  correspondence  nnder  date  of  the  13th,  16th,  and  20th 
of  May  last,  between  the  representative  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  Sr.  Tavira, 
at  Santiago  de  Chili,  and  the  minister  of  ,foreign  relations  of  that  republic,  Sr. 
Oovarrubias,  which  you  will  probably  have  seen,  having  been  published  in  the 
Spanish  newspapers,  has  been  denounced  in  unmeasared  terms  by  the  ministerial 
press  of  the  capital  as  shameful  and  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  Spain.  It 
being  pretty  evident  that  the  solution  of  the  questions  in  debate  betwedi  this 
government  and  Chili,  which  had  been  accepted  by  Sr.  Tavira,  could  not  be 
approved  by  the  Queen's  government,  I  took  advantage  yesterday  of  the 
weekly  reception  granted  to  foreign  representatives  by  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro 
to  recur  to  the  subject  of  your  instruction  No.  78,  of  March  21. 

Without  in  any  way  seeking  to  ^ve  an  air  of  too  much  importance  to  my 
remarks,  I  stated  frankly  to  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  that  the  government  of 
Chili  had  addressed  you  on  the  subject  of  their  differences  with  Spain,  and 
that  you  had  authorized  me  to  use  my  good  offices  to  soothe  irritation,  and  prevent, 
if  possible,  any  serious  misunderstanding  between  the  two  governments  in  ques- 
tion. That  the  United  States  had  no  other  motive  than  the  desire  of  peace, 
and  had  authorized  me  to  take  no  part  and  offer  no  counsel  except  such  as  was 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  impartial  friendship  to  both  parties  at  variance. 

I  had  seen  Mr.  Benavides  in  that  spirit,  who  had  given  me  certain  assurances 
relative  to  the  policy  which  would  be  pursued  by  Spain  towards  Chili,  which 
had  inspired  me  with  the  hope  that  cordial  relations  would,  on  that  basis,  be 
promptly  restored  between  Spain  and  Chili.  I  had  noticed,  however,  that  the 
press  in  Madrid  considered  friendly  to  the  present  cabinet  had  bitterly  denounced 
what  was  called  peace  with  Chili,  and  seemed  to  intimate  that  the  solution  arrived 
at  by  Mr.  Tavira  would  be  disapproved  and  a  change  of  policy  adopted  towards 
Chili  by  her  Majesty's  government.  I  wished  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  to  be 
informed  of  the  antecedents  between  Mr.  Benavides  and  myself,  and  for  this 
purpose  handed  him  a  copy  of  my  despatch  to  you  of  May  12,  No.  197,  giving 
an  account  of  an  interview  therein  related. 

Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro,  ai^r  reading  that  paper,  said,  in  substance,  that  Mr. 
Benavides  had,  in  fact,  communicated  to  Mr.  Tavira  instructions  in  the  sense 
therein  related,  under  which  he  was  not  to  insist  on  any  indemnity,  but  to  claim 
that  the  objectionable  acts  and  grievances  suffered  bv  Spain,  which  Mr.  Bermudez 
de  Castro  repeated  substantially  as  they  are  set  forth  in  Mr.  Tavira's  note  to 
the  Chilian  government  of  May  13,  (printed  copy  enclosed,)  should  be  disavowed 
or  satisfactorily  explained  by  Chili,  and  that  the  Spanish  flag  should  be  formally 
saluted,  which  salute  they  had  offered  immediately  to  retam. 

Mr.  Tavira,  however,  had  not  obeyed  these  instructions.  Just  previous  to 
receiving  them  he  had,  on  the  12th  May,  written  a  despatch  to  Admiral  Pareja, 
and  sent  it  off  by  the  war  steamer  then  waiting  his  orders  at  Valparaiso, 
saying  that  he  had  had  recent  conferences  with  Mr.  Covarmbias,  and  that 
all  the  Chilian  government  could  do  was  what  he  therein  related  and  which 
coincides  substantially  with  the  contents  of  Mr.  Covarrubias's  note  of  the  16th 
May,  as  subsequently  published,  (9  V.,  enclosed,)  that  he,  Mr.  Tavira,  con- 
sidered this  unsatisfactory  and  he  would  not  accept  it;  he  begged,  therefore. 
Admiral  Pareja  to  send  him  a  force  of  vessels  from  the  fleet,  as  the  only  way  to 
get  something  more  satisfactory  from  the  Chilian  government^  that  the  departure 
of  the  war  steamer  with  his  despatch  for  the  fleet  would  probably  produce  some 
impression,  but  that  he  would  not  send  in  his  formal  note  repeating  the  griev- 
ances for  which  Spain  expected  satisfaction  until  four  days  later,  (16th  May,) 
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m  order  to  give  time  for  Admiral  Paraa's  reply,  with  the  vessels  solicited  to 
approach  the  Chilian  coast.  Mr.  Bermndez  de  Castro  said  that  Sr.  Tavira  then 
received  the  instmction  of  Mr.  Benavides  hefore  referred  to  on  the  14th  May, 
and  that  notwithstandiDg  their  plain  import,  on  the  15th  May  he  wrote  and  sent 
in  to  Sr.  Covarrubias  his  note  dated  the  13th  May,  so  as  to  appear  to  have  been 
written  before  he  got  Mr.  Banevides's  instructions,  in  complete  neglect  of  his 
own  statement  to  Admiral  Pareja,  that  he  would  wait  four  days  before  taking 
that  step.  That  the  note  of  Sr.  Covarrubias  of  the  16th  May,  in  reply,  was 
substantially  the  same,  as  was  foreseen  in  Mr.  Tavira's  despatch  to  Admiral  Pareja, 
declared  by  himself  wholly  unsatisfactory,  and  that  in  fact  it  did  not  contain 
the  points  he  was  instructed  by  Mr.  Benavides  to  insist  upon  as  indispensable. 
That  Mr.  Tavira's  reply  to  Mr.  Covarrubias  on  the  20th  May,  six  days  after 
he  had  avowedly  received  Mr.  Benavides's  instructions,  could  hardly  be  accounted 
for.  But  Mr.  Bermndez  de  Castro  said  that  this  action  of  Sefior  Tavira  had 
been  immediately  disapproved  and  denounced  by  Admiral  Pareja,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  accepted  by  her  Majesty's  government 

On  the  contrary,  Sefior  Tavira  would  be  immediately  removed  from  his  post 
and  ordered  to  return  home  and  give  account  of  his  proceedings.  That  Admiral 
Pareja  would  be  instructed  to  proceed  with  such  force  as  he  thought  sufficient  to 
Chili,  and  propose  to  that  government  such  terms  of  arrangement  as  were  con- 
sonant with  the  dignity  of  Spain,  which,  if  they  were  accepted  bv  that  govern- 
ment, would  terminate  the  matter,  and  Spain  would  immediately  commission 
another  minister  to  reside  at  Santiago  in  place  of  Mr.  Tavira,  resuming  all  the 
forms  and  substance  of  perfect  friendship  and  good  intelligence  between  the  two 
govemnients,  which  were  the  only  relations  desired  by  Spain.  But  if  these 
terms  of  satisfactory  arrangement  should  be  refused  by  Chili,  then  Admiral 
Pareja  would  be  instructed  to  exact  them  by  force. 

But  there  would  be  no  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. The  terms  of  settlement  to  be  insisted  upon  were  those  of  Mr.  Benavides's 
instructions— disapproval  or  apology  for  the  grievances  set  forth,  and  the  Span- 
ish flag  to  be  saluted,  which  salute  would  be  immediately  returned  and  no  in- 
demnity for  the  damages  suffered  by  Spain.  These,  I  must  understand,  how- 
ever, were  the  terms  for  a  peaceful  settlement. 

If  they  were  reftised,  and  Admiral  Paieja  should  be  forced  to  take  measures 
of  another  kind,  then  Spain  reserved  her  right  to  exact  indemnity  for  the  past — 
indemnity  for  her  war  expenses,  and  guarantees  for  the  future  according  to  her 
own  sense  of  her  rights  and  her  ability  to  enforce  them.  But  here  also  the  first 
act  of  Admiral  Pareja  would  be,  under  his  instructions,  to  address  a  circular  to 
all  the  Spanish  American  republics,  assuring  them  that  Spain  had  no  designs 
upon  their  territory  or  independent  sovereignty,  and  no  desire  for  any  especial 
favor  or  influence  in  any  of  them.  That  Spain  would  treat  them  in  aU  respects 
as  foreign  and  independent  states,  and  that  she  expected  to  be  treated  by  them 
not  with  any  special  favorer  coneideration,  but  with  precisely  the  same  courtesy 
and  consideration  which  of  right  belonged  to  every  other  foreign  nation  in  its 
intercourse  with  those  republics ;  no  more  and  no  less. 

And  Mr.  Bermndez  de  Castro  added,  speaking  more  directly  to  me,  that  if 
Chili,  or  any  one  of  those  republics,  were  to  offer  him  its  territory  or  any  part 
of  it,  he  would  not  accept  the  gift.  He  would  not  accept  the  Chincha  islands, 
though  it  would  seem  they  at  least  might  be  turned  to  some  account. 

He  said  also  that  Admiral  Pareja  would  be  permitted  by  his  instructions  to 
communicate  with  the  foreign  representatives  and  consuls  in  Chili,  freely  inform- 
ing them  of  the  steps  he  should  take  with  the  Chilian  government,  and  that  he 
would  be  glad  of  their  good  influence  to  aid  in  securing  a  peaceful  termination 
to  this  difficulty. 

I  inouired  what  would  be  the  nature  of  Admiral  Pareja's  measures  in  case 
Chili  should  not  accept  the  proposed  settlement.  ^^ 
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Mr.  Bermudez  toM  me  that  he  would  be  insjkrncted  then  to  pat  the  whole 
Chilian  coast  under  blockade.  And  in  reply  to  further  questions,  he  said  that 
the  blockade  would  last  for  one  month,  and  if  the  Ohilian  government  had  not 
in  that  time  concluded  to  accept  the  conditions  offered  by  Spain,  the  admiral 
would  be  authorized  to  perform  any  and  erery  other  hostile  act  against  the 
power  and  prosperity  of  Chili,  recognized  as  legitimate  in  a  state  of  war,  throwing 
upon  the  government  of  Chili  the  responsibility. 

I  have  thus  given  the  substance  of  this  interview,  and  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Cas- 
tro has  since  read  and  approved  the  same. 

With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


{^Documents  on  the  arrangement  wUh  ChUi, — Translation,'] 

Legation  of  Spain  in  Cmu,  May  13,  1865. 

Your  Excellencf — My  Dear  Sir:  The  unpleasant  events  which  occurred  in  this  place 
about  the  Jst  of  May  of  the  past  year,  by  reason  of  the  Hispano-Peruvian  question,  obliged 
me,  as  the  minister  resident  of  her  Majesty  near  your  government,  to  transmit  to  you  the 
notes  dated  4th,  13th,  23d  and  2dth  of  May,  8th  June,  4th  July,  21st  and  27th  September, 
6th  and  26th  October,  12th,  23d  and  24th  November,  7th  and  I5th  December. 

Tour  excellency,  in  reply,  addressed  to  me  those  dated  14th,  15th,  28th  and  3lBt  of  May, 
4th  and  7th  of  July,  24th  and  29th  of  September,  4th  and  24th  of  October,  7th,  8th,  19th, 
2dth  and  29th  of  November,  and  14th  of  December,  of  all  which  I  gave  opportune  informa- 
tion to  her  Majesty's  government 

The  pacific  and  friendly  solution  of  the  Hispano-Peruvian  qnestion  has  occurred  to  justify, 
what  I  always  told  your  excellency,  that  it  was  an  isolated  fact.  If  vour  government  did 
not  accord  to  this  the  assent  due  to  it ;  if  the  press  created  imaginary  phantasms  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  combatting  them,  and  misled  public  opinion,  and  your  excellency  did  not  think 

E roper  to  impose  on  it  the  wholesome  corrective  which  you  might,  within  the  bounds  of 
tw,  I  will  not  for  that  fail  to  congratulate  myself  for  having  folnlled  my  duty.  The  word 
corrective  I  have  used  generally  in  the  notes  of  which  I  have  made  mention,  and  I  have  ar- 
rived at  the  persuasion  that  you  did  not  give  to  it  the  true  and  genuine  meaning,  because, 
were  it  not  so,  I  should  not  know  how  to  account  for  it  that  your  excellency  could  not  inter- 
fere with  the  extravagances  of  the  press  and  of  public  opinion,  without  infringing  any  law, 
having  at  your  disposal  the  official  newspaper,  the  parliamentary  tribunal,  &c. 

On  the  very  day,  I  noticed,  with  pain,  tliat  moderation  and  propriety  were  far  from  being  the 
guide  of  all  the  publications. 

I,  who,  as  representative  of  her  Majesty,  who,  in  the  early  days  of  the  contest,  limited  my- 
self solely  to  uttering  pacific  assurances  and  proper  protests'  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  my 
nation,  will  not  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  moderation  and  justice  on  account  of  the  constant 
intemperance  of  some  writers,  most  of  all  when  result*  have  justified  my  forecast  and  loyalty. 
But  as  the  deplorable  events  pointed  out  occasioned  special  action,  in  compliance  with  what 
is  settled  in  article  12  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  Spain  and  Chili,  which  says :  The 
republic  and  her  Catholic  Majesty,  desiring  to  maintain  the  peace  and  good  accord  which 
happily  has  now  been  established  by  this  present  treaty,  declare  solemnly  and  formally : 

That  if  (which  God  forbid)  the  good  understanding  which  ought  to  rule  in  the  future  be- 
tween the  contracting  parties  should  be  interrupted  through  want  of  comprehension  of  the 
articles  here  agreed  upon,  or  for  any  other  cause  of  offence  or  complaint,  neither  of  the  par- 
ties shall  be  authorized  to  sanction  acts  of  reprisals  or  hostility  by  sea  or  land  without  having 
presented  beforehana  to  the  other  a  justificatory  memorial  of  the  motives  on  which  it  founded 
the  injury  or  wrong  and  the  denegation  of  competent  satisfaction. 

I  place  before  your  excellency  that  the  government  of  her  Majesty  believes  that  tlie  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic  has  infringed  the  law  of  nations,  the  treaty  aforesaid,  and  that  it  has 
given  offence — 

1.  In  that  measures  were  not  taken  to  avoid  affronts  given  to  its  flags  on  the  Ist  of  May 
of  the  year  last  past,  as  your  predecessor  Senor  Don  Manuel  Antonio  Tocomal  offered  to 
me,  and  the  commandant  of  the  municipal  battalion,  who  remained  impassible  in  front  of  the 
legation,  making  his  troops  mark  time  during  the  act,  was  not  brought  to  trial. 

2.  In  that  your  predecessor  made  to  the  Hispano- American  republics  the  protest  of  the 
4th  May  of  the  previous  year,  thus  infringing  what  is  settled  in  article  12  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween Spain  ana  Chili. 

3.  In  the  government  not  applying  the  wholesome  correctives  to  aberrations  of  public 
opinion  within  the  limits  authorized  by  law  uid  urged  upon  it  by  duty.  ^-^  ^ 
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4.  In  that  !n  proportion  as  It  allowed  the  Pemvian  war  steamer  Lerznndi  not  only  to  take 
in  supplies  of  coal,  provisions,  and  powder,  but  also  to  establish  a  bounty  on  the  enlistments 
of  seamen,  (of  whicn  it  took  off  *^hree  hundred  men,  a  few  more  or  lees,  who  were  allowed  to 
embark  after  the  port  was  closed,)  it  placed  obstacles  in  the  way  of  sending  supplies  to  her 
M^jesty^s  squadron. 

5.  In  that  it  did  not  order  the  institution  of  the  preparatory  proceedings  asked  for  by  me 
to  investigate  the  truth  as  to  the  expedition  of  volunteers  who  assembled  at  Valparaiso,  and 
armed,  uniformed,  and  announced  by  all  the  newspapers,  it  permitted  to  go  from  that  port 
for  the  coasts  of  Peru  in  the  Dart;  and  in  that  the  intendant  of  Valparaiso  and  the  cnief 
of  police  refused  to  detain  the  arms,  clothing,  munitions,  and  medicines  of  the  expedition,  on 
the  verbal  application  of  the  vice-consul  of  ner  Majesty  at  that  port. 

6.  In  that  it  did  not  take  the  measures  necessary  to  remove  the  fear  diffused  among  the 
peaceful  inhabitants  of  the  republic  by  the  anathema  fulminated  through  the  defamatoiy libel 
called  San  Martin,  in  the  third  number  of  the  7th  September,  in  which  it  menaced  with  the 
popular  anger  every  one  who  should  supply  the  Spanish  vessels  or  their  agents  with  even  a 
single  pound  of  flour,  a  lump  of  coal,  a  drop  of  water,  &c 

7.  In  that  the  Vencedova,  having  arrived  at  Lota,  (doubtless  because  of  the  foregoing 
anathemas, )  was  treated  as  an  enemy,  coal,  &c.,  was  refused  to  her,  and  the  maritime  gov- 
ernor disregarded  the  protest  of  her  commander;  and  in  the  government  having  issued  the  , 
decree  of  the  3Uth  September,  approving  the  conduct  of  that  functionary,  instead  ot  instituting 
the  proper  preparatory  proceeding  for  investigating  such  an  unusual  transg^ression  in  order  to 
proceed  according  to  law. 

8.  In  tbi^t  the  government  declared  coal  to  be  contraband  of  war,  with  the  object  of  preju- 
dicing Spain  and  belligerents  against  this  country  and  Peru,  knowing  it  was  not,  and  with- 
out considering  that  it  put  itself  in  contradiction  to  what  the  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
Peru  said  on  the  4th  July  last. 

9.  That  the  government  of  the  country  knew  that  Spain  was  not  in  declared  war  with 
Peru,  while  it  was  evident  that  the  French  empire  was  with  the  republic  of  Mexico ;  that 
Spain,  by  the  10th  article  of  her  treaty  with  Chili,  has  the  right  to  be  treated  as  the  most 
favored  nation,  by  which  it  ought  at  least  to  enjoy  for  the  supply  of  its  squadron  the  same 
franchises  as  are  conceded  to  the  empire,  and  therefore  it  is  that,  as  the  slightest  obstacle 
never  was  opposed  to  the  empire  supplying  itself  with  coal,  munitions,  and  provisions, 
directly,  such  was  prohibited  to  Spain — the  treaty  was  infringed. 

10.  In  that,  after  the  government  had  declared  itself  to  be  neutral  between  Spain  and  Peru, 
it  permitted  for  account  of  the  latter  the  purchase  of  horses,  and  their  embarcation  on  three 
occasiuns  at  Valparaiso,  notwithstanding  they  are  declared  contraband  of  war  by  the  law  of 
nations. 

11.  In  that,  notwithstanding  my  conclusive  notes  of  21st  and  27th  September,  6th  October, 
and  7th  and  15th  December,  the  government  did  not  take  the  measures  which  the  law  au- 
thorized it  to  do  against  the  defamatory  libel  called  San  Martin,  the  most  indecent  which  to 
this  time  has  issued  from  the  most  degraded  press. 

The  government ^f  her  Majesty,  which  holds  as  the  rule  of  its  conduct  that  every  one 
jealous  of  his  own  honor  should  look  to  that  of  his  allies  as  his  own,  will  be  willing  to  receive 
the  solemn  declarations  which  the  case  demands,  provided  they  are  compatible  with  its 
dignity. 

I  reiterate  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which 
I  am  your  obedient,  faithful  servant, 

SALVADOR  DE  TAVIEA. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Cmu. 


[Translation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  Chili, 

Santiago,  May  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which,  under  date  13th  of  this  month,  you 
have  been  pleased  to  address  to  me,  in  order  to  place  before  me  that  the  government  of  her  Cath- 
olic Majesty  believes  that  the  government  of  the  republic,  in  the  course  which  it  has  ob- 
served since  the  1st  May  of  the  year  last  past  by  reason  of  the  Hispano-Peruvian  question, 
has  done  a  wrong  to  it ;  at  the  same  time  that  international  law  and  the  treaty  existing  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  infringed.  At  the  same  time  you  signify  to  me  that  the  govern- 
ment of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  which  holds,  as  the  rule  of  its  conduct,  that  every  govern- 
ment which  is  jealous  of  its  honor  should  recaid  that  of  its  allies  as  its  own,  will  be  disposed 
to  receive  the  solemn  declarations  which  the  case  demands,  provided  they  are  compatible 
with  its  dignity. 

In  the  note  referred  to  my  government  sees  with  regret  that  its  frank  and  well  meant 
policy  during  the  bygone  Hispano-Peruvian  conflict  has  been  appreciated  in  a  manner  little 
^^^P^*^l®  to  it,  but  is  justly  gratified  in  observiug  the  enlightened  spirit  of  conciliation 
which  moves  that  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  to  desire,  as  mine  does,  a  solution  friendly  and 
satisfactory  to  C  hile  and  Spain  of  the  diflSculties  which  at  present  paralyze  their  good  un 
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^TstandiDg.  Althongli,  in  the  correspondeDce  which  it  fell  to  me  to  have  the  honor  of 
maintainiDg  with  you  through  the  course  of  the  year  last  past  are  to  he  found  expressed  at 
large  the  causes  to  which  pending  difficulties  owe  their  origin,  as  well  as  the  legitimate 
motives  which  determined  the  action  of  mj  government  in  the  complications  between  Spain 
and  Peru,  my  government  makes  it  a  duty  to  enter  into  a  firesh  examination  of  the  facts  to 
which  you  call  its  attention. 

I  venture  to  hope  that  this  fresh  examination,  inspired  by  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
republic,  will  achieve  che  rectification  of  the  opinion  of  /our  government  in  regard  to  the 
sentiments  of  mine,  and  will  place  in  fair  light  that,  far  from  purposing  to  fall  short  of  the 
duties  which,  in  re«ird  to  epain,  the  law  of  nations  and  tne  treaty  of  recognition  and 
friendship  which  it  has  concluded  with  it  impose  on  it,  the  government  of  Chili  has  de- 
plored, as  you  do,  the  unpleasant  events  which  have  occurred,  and  most  especially  the 
publication  of  the  San  Martin^  and  has  known  how  to  fulfil  completely  those  duties  under 
all  circumstancos,  and  despite  the  thousand  impediments  it  has  found  in  its  way. 

But  it  is  necessary  that  the  government  of  ner  Catholic  Majesty  should  persuade* itself 
that  the  anomalous  mode  employed  for  the  occupation  of  the  Chincha  islands  by  the  agents 
of  Spain,  and  the  strange  principles  proclaimed  to  that  effect,  were  the  cause  of  all  that  has 
occurred.  In  those  proceedings,  in  the  impressions  which  they  produced  on  the  country, 
and  in  the  conjectures  to  whicn  tbev  gave  place,  you  should  sees  the  explanations  of  all 
the  incidents.  My  government  would  also  turn  to  make  an  investigation  and  analysis  in 
detail  of  such  irritatmg  causes  if  it  were  not  for  the  desire  to  keep  at  a  distance  occasions 
for  recrimination  of  every  nature,  and  if  it  were  not  its  belief  that  every  motive  for  com- 
plaint should  disappear  before  the  explanations,  which  I  pass  on  to  give  to  your  excellency, 
with  the  frankness  and  lovalty  never  swerved  from  by  the  government  of  Chili. 

To  the  incident  which  happened  on  the  1st  of  May  of  the  year  last  past,  in  front  of  the 
residence  of  your  legation,  my  government  cannot  suppose  that  you  would  attribute  im- 
portance to  it,  except  for  the  note  addressed  some  days  afterwards  by  you  to  this  depart- 
ment. In  view  of  that  it  hastened  to  collect  the  information  requisite  to  an  estimate  ot  the 
nature  and  gravity  of  the  case  ;  and  from  this  it  appeared  that  the  incident  was  owing  to 
an  inconsiderate  outburst  of  the  moment,  bv  good  fortune  suppressed  in  the  very  act,  and 
to  an  entirely  accidental  circumstance.  The  battalion  of  the  national  guard,  which  was 
present  on  that  occasion,  far  from  authorizing,  or  by  its  presence  encouraging  any  offence 
to  the  flag  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  was  the  fist  to  prevent  or  repress  it.  In  fiict,  on  the 
day  cited,  an  assembly  of  the  people  was  to  gather  in  the  municipal  theatre ;  part  of  the 
crowd  which  was  going  to  it  passed  inadvertently  in  front  of  the  nouse  occupied  by  vour 
excellency,  and  in  doing  so  some  odious  cries  were  heard.  But  those  cries,  called  forth  by 
the  excitement  produced  by  the  recent  accounts  of  the  events  at  Chincha,  and  inevitable  at 
every  numerous  assemblage  in  which  excitable  temperaments  are  never  lacking,  found  no 
echo  from  the  majority  of  the  meeting,  nor  were  they  followed  by  any  act  derogatory  to  the 
flag  of  your  legation.  If  any  pretended  to  infer  such,  such  were  restrained  from  their  pun- 
ishable purpose  by  the  assemblage  itself,  which  thus  gave  unequivocal  evidence  of  its  dis-  • 
cretion  ana  good  conduct.  The  assemblage  made  no  delay  in  pursuing  its  course,  pressed 
forward  by  the  battalion  of  national  guards  present  at  the  time,  which,  by  marking  time 
behind  it,  evidently  intended  to  avoid  any  misbehavior  which  could  have  been  intended 
against  the  flag  of  Spain,  and  to  hinder  the  assemblage,  by  remaining  there  a  length  of 
time,  from  becoming  changed  into  a  tumultuous  crowd.  From  what  is  here  stated,  it  fol- 
lows there  was  no  reason  for  bringing  to  trial  the  chief  of  battalion  referred  to,  whose  con- 
duct at  that  meeting  was,  on  the  contrary,  worthy  of  euloginm,  and  that  the  flag  of  her 
Majesty  received  no  insult  If  such  had  been  received  my  government  would  have  been 
very  severe  in  punishing  the  authors  of  so  great  disrespect,  having  regard  as  well  not  only 
to  the  dimity  and  privileges  of  a  friendly  nation,  but  also  to  the  dignity  of  the  republic. 
Happily  it  confides  too  much  in  the  intelbgeuce  and  good  sense  of  the  country  it  governs  to 
fear  that  it  can  ever  forget  the  inviolable  respect  due  from  every  civilized  people  to  the  flag 
of  friendly  nations. 

For  the  rest,  sir,  you  are  not  ignorant  of  the  measures  which  were  taken,  some  days  after 
this  popnlar  effervescence,  that  such  scenes  should  not  be  repeated,  and  you  can  hoist  your 
flag  with  the  same  security  that  you  now  do. 

My  government  cannot  discover  in  what  the  circular  it  addressed  to  the  other  governments 
of  America,  under  date  of  4th  May  last  past,  can  be  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  article  12 
of  the  treaty  in  force  between  Chili  and  .Spain.  Neither  could  the  treaty  have  deprived  mv 
government  of  the  right  to  estimate  acts  which,  like  the  occurrences  at  Chincha,  had  such 
immediate  relation  with  the  tranquillity,  independence,  and  welfare  of  the  republic,  nor  was 
it  within  the  condition  of  the  article  alluded  to.  At  that  moment  my  government  confined 
itself  to  examining  and  demonstratine  the  anomalous  conduct  of  the  agents  of  her  Catholic 
Majesty,  and  to  manifesting  its  confidence  that  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  would  not  place  the 
seal  of  approval  on  such  conduct.  Inspired  by  a  legitimate  forecast,  and  by  a  sincere  desire 
to  maintain  the  good  understanding  between  Chili  and  Spain,  that  circular  met  with  the  ad-, 
besion  and  sym^hy  of  all  the  governments  of  America  which  have  with  her  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty alliances  more  or  less  close,  and  was  in  part  corroborated  by  the  declarations  of  the 
cabinet  of  Madrid  itself. 


uigiLizea  uy  'v^iv^v,/ 


d"" 


550  DIPLOMATIC  COREESPONDENCB, 

Your  excellency  knows  very  well  that  in  Chili  the  periodical  press  is  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  social  influence,  and  enioys  very  ample  liberty  for  the  utterance  of  its  opinions. 
No  less  ample  is  the  liberty  which  all  citizens  have  to  meet  and  discuss  every  matter  hayinfl;- 
an  interest  more  or  less  general.  Public  opinion,  through  the  multiplicity  of  its  means  ol 
expression,  through  the-  substantial  guarantees  which  the  political  constitution  and  other 
laws  of  the  republic  hold  out  to  it,  and  through  the  difficulty  of  condensing  estimates  and 
convictions  into  homogeneous  order,  would  have  evaded  any  efficacious  corrective,  even  in 
case  my  government  should  have  coincided  in  judgment  with  your  excellency  that  it  would 
have  been  salutary  and  proper  to  have  imposed  such.  * 

My  government  is  gratified  to  observe  tnat  you  now  agree  with  it  in  opinion  that  the  best 
corrective  of  the  errors  of  the  press  is  to  be  found  in  the  press  itself;  and,  tnanks  to  the  expla- 
nation of  your  idea — perhaps  not  previously  understood  in  its  genuine  and  true  meaning — in 
being  able  to  rectify  the  construction  wnich  it  attributed  to  you  when  you  indicate  the 
use  of  extraordinary  measures  to  apply  the  due  corrective  to  extravagancies  of  opinion. 

When  the  Peruvian  war  steamer  Lerzundi  arrived  at  Valparaiso,  Peru  had  not  declared 
herself  at  open  war,  nor  in  actual  hostility  towards  any  nation ;  and  if  part  of  her  territory 
was  in  the  occupation  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  she  appeared  to  await  the  determination  of 
the  cabinet  of  Madrid  about  such  occupation  before  taking  measures  to  put  an  end  to  it  by 
open  force.  Notwithstanding  this,  data  in  possession  of  my  government  warrant  it  in  af- 
firming that  the  Lerzundi  did  not  ship  at  Valparaiso  articles  of  war,  except  only  the  men 
necessary  to  make  up  her  crew,  and  the  provisions  she  had  need  of  to  return  to  ner  port  of 
destination. 

Nor  is  the  conduct  of  my  government  less  justified  in  respect  to  the  expedition  which  left 
Valparaiso,  bound  for  Caliao,  on  board  the  Chilian  schooner  Dart.  That  expedition  con- 
sisted of  a  certain  number  of  volunteers  who  left  the  country  with  the  purpose  of  passing 
over  to  Peru.  In  such  purpose  there  was  nothing  illicit  or  punishable,  since  the  form  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  execute  the  purpose  could  not  change  the  nature  of  its  character. 
If  these  volunteers  could  have  passed  over  to  Peru,  in  exercise  of  a  lawful  right,  in  the  line 
of  steamers,  what  reason  could  there  be  that  they  might  not  do  so  in  sailing  vessels  7  But 
it  is  added  that  they  carried  arms  and  munitions  on  board  the  Dart,  and  entertained  the  pro- 
ject of  attacking  vessels  of  the  squadron  which  occupied  the  Chincha  islands.  This  circum- 
stance mieht  impress  a  different  character  on  the  expedition,  and  although  nothing  could  be 
more  unlikely  or  incredible  than  such  a  project,  orders  were,  nevertheless,  given  to  the  au- 
thorities at  Valparaiso  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  Dart,  until  it  should  be  ascertained 
that  neither  arms  nor  artides  of  war  were  carried  on  board  of  her — orders  which  we  duly 
and  exactly  complied  with. 

As  to  hindering  the  departure  of  the  volunteers  themselves,  that  could  not  have  been  done 
without  infringing  the  laws  of  the  republic,  which  permit  all  its  inhabitants  to  leave  the 
country  at  their  pleasure,  and  without  any  restriction.  With  less  reason  could  they  have 
been  subjected  to  the  action  of  the  courts  on  the  mere  rumors  which  the  daily  press  put  forth 
about  the  object  of  the  voyage. 

You  think  that  my  government  ought  to  have  taken  "measures  necessary  to  remove  the 
fear  diffused  among  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  the  republic"  by  a  certain  anathema  fulmi- 
nated through  the  paper  called  San  Martin, 'against  thone  who  furnished  supplies  to  the  Span- 
ish ships.  The  adoption  of  such  measures  would  have  assumed  that  some  importance  was 
attributed  to,  and  some  influence  conceded  in,  the  public  opinion  of  the  country,  to  the  publi- 
cations in  a  newspaper  whose  character  very  soon  brought  it  into  contempt  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public.  Little,  tnerefore,  could  it  influence  the  mind  of  any,  or  engage  the  attention  of 
my  government,  by  which  the  anathema  in  question  was  passed  completely  unnoticed. 

To  have  regarded  as  you  would  have  wished  the  protest  of  the  commander  of  the  Vence- 
dora,  the  mantime  sub-delegate  at  Lota  would  have  had  to  compel  by  force  the  holders  of 
coal  to  sell  a  quantity  of  the  article.  That  would  have  been  to  violate  the  most  valued  guar- 
antees which  toe  laws  of  the  republic  secure  to  private  interests  and  persons.  If  the  holders 
of  coal,  yielding  to  the  apprehensions  and  alarms  which  were  everywhere  caused  by  the  oc- 
cupation of  Chincha,  or  tor  reasons  of  another  sort,  refused  to  supply  a  part  of  their  merchan- 
dise to  the  Vencedora,  the  maritime  sub-delegate  could  not  avoia  that  by  subjecting  them  to 
a  forced  sale. 

There  is  less  reason  to  infer  here  that  this  functionary  was  disposed  to  act  hostilely  towards 
the  Vencedora,  inasmuch  as  this  vessel,  while  she  remained  at  Lota,  could  freely  repair 
damages,  supply  herself  with  provisions,  and  take  in  ballast.  You  can  very  well  understand 
that  had  the  sub-delegate  of  marine  been  disposed  to  be  hostile,  the  schooner  would  not  have 
had  facilities  for  any  of  these  operations.  As  little  can  it  be  concealed  from  your  penetration 
that  it  would  have  been  very  easy  for  the  owners  of  the  coal,  by  placing  an  exorbitant  value 
on  the  article,  to  elude  any  order  of  sale  which  they  might  have  received  from  the  maritime 
sub-delegate,  who  in  such  case  would  find  himself  compelled  to  submit  to  seeing  his  orders 
mocked,  or  to  have  recourse  to  deciding  himself  the  price  or  sale  value  of  the  article,  causing 
to  the  owners  a  compulsory  transfer  of  property  unjustifiable  and  illegal,  and  violating  in 
their  respect  the  guarantees  which  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  republic  grant  toper- 
sons,  to  property,  and  to  industrial  pursuits. 

The  religious  respect  which  all  its  governments  have  always  maintained  in  Chili  for  prop* 
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eiij  18  one  of  the  sanctions  which  do  most  honor  to  the  repuhlic,  and  should  most  commend 
it  to  the  consideration  of  all  civilized  nations. 

It  was  natural  that  the  suh-delegate  at  Lota  should  give  an  account  of  his  proceedings, 
and  that  on  an  affair  of  such  gravity,  foreign  to  his  ordinary  jurisdiction,  and  really  unusual 
for  him,  he  should  desire  to  know  the  opinion  of  his  government.  The  frank  and  explicit  ap- 
proval which  it  gave  him,  as  it  will  always  give  when  the  conduct  of  its  agents  is  adapted  to 
the  rules  of  the  fnndamental  charters  and  the  laws,  cauuot  be  ground  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  which  in  any  like  case  my  government  is  pleased  to  think  would  have  pro- 
ceeded in  identical  manner. 

The  diverse  aspects  which,  in  its  course,  the  Hispano-Peruvian  conflict  presented,  imposed 
successively  on  my  government  a  different  attitude  and  placed  it  in  a  peculiaj  situation. 
Thus,  while  on  the  4th  of  July,  1864,  of  the  year  last  past,  although  it  could  not  be  consid- 
ered that  between  Spain  and  Peru  a  state  of  war  was  actually  existing,  yet  it  was  obliged  to 
judge  of  things  in  a  very  different  manner,  on  the  27th  of  September  of  the  same  year,  when 
it  issued  a  declaration  about  fossil  coal.  Then  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  had 
idready  resolved  to  maintain  the  possession  of  Chincha,  and  for  that  purpose  had  sent  to  the  Pa- 
cific considerable  re-enforcements,  while,  on  the  other  hauB,  Peru  showed  a  disposition  to  re- 
fain  by  force  the  islands  occupied.  The  indefinite  and  anomalous  condition  of  former  days 
ad  changed,  through  the  acts  mentioned,  and  the  explicit  and  grave  opinions  of  the  Peru- 
vian government,  to  a  state  of  war  or  of  actual  hostility,  which  imposed  on  my  government 
the  duty  to  make  on  its  part  a  formal  declaration.  With  the  resolution  determined  on  my 
government  proposed  to  itself  not  only  to  meet  legally  the  duties  of  that  neutrality  in  which 
the  latest  events  had  placed  it,  but  also  to  place  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  war  whose  f^tal 
consecjnences  none  of  the  belligerents  would  have  been  able  to  arrest. 

On  issuing  that  declaration,  therefore,  it  did  not  fall  into  that  contradiction  that  you  point 
out  nor  in  putting  it  into  practice  did  it  show  itself  to  be  partial  to  either  of  the  belligerents. 
If  the  ships  of  war  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  could  not  supply  themselves  with  coal  at  the 
Chfiian  ports,  as  little  was  it  lawful  to  supply  it  to  vessels  of  the  Peruvian  squadron. 

For  the  rest,  the  right  of  my  government  to  make  the  declaration  weare  treating  of  cannot 
be  put  in  doubt.  The  law  of  nations  does  not  settle  anything  binding  as  to  what  is  the  de- 
scription of  the  character  of  stone  coal.  The  divergence  which  exists  on  the  subject  reigns 
in  ttie  practice  of  the  principal  maritime  powers,  and  in  the  doctrines  of  publicists  leaves 
every  country  in  position  to  choose  in  the  manner  it  may  judge  most  in  conformity  with  equity 
and  the  general  principles  of  knowledge.  But  you  observe  that  the  ships-of-war  of  the  French 
natk)n  continue  to  enjoy  in  the  republic  this  franchise  even  after  the  declaration  of  the  27th 
September,  and  notwithstanding  that  empire  is  at  open  war  with  the  republic  of  Mexico.  If 
the  case  had  occurred  it  would  nave  been  completely  distinct.  For  many  years  back  France 
maiLtains  permanently  a  naval  station  in  the  Iracific,  composed  of  a  less  or  larger  number  of 
vessels,  wnich  are  accustomed  to  take  supplies,  coal,  and  other  provisions  in  the  ports  of 
Chili. 

On  the  other  hand,  my  government  has  never  even  been  notified  in  an  ofiicial  or  authentic 
manner  that  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  on  the  Pacific  were  blockaded  bv  the  French  squadron 
on  account  of  the  war  which  raged  there  between  the  republicans  and  imperialists. 

You  find  another  cause  of  complaint  against  the  republic  for  having  permitted  the  purchase 
of  horses  in  Chili  for  account  of  Peru,  which,  on  three  occasions,  were  shipped  at  Valparaiso. 
In  this  respect,  I  will  remark  that  Peru  has  always  been  accustomed  to  buy  in  Chili  the 
horses  she  has  need  of,  not  only  for  the  service  of  the  army,  but  also  for  the  labors  of  hus- 
bandry and  industrial  works.  If  in  war  on  land  this  article  can  be  considered  as  contraband, 
there  is  no  reason  for  so  esteeming  it  in  a  maritime  war,  which  is  the  only  one  that  can  be 
made  by  Spain. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Peruvian  government  could  not  export  from  Valparaiso  a  quantity 
of  gunpowder  which  it  held  in  the  care  of  a  commercial  house  at  that  place,  notwithstanding 
it  was  nought  before  the  conflict  in  which,  at  a  later  day,  it  found  itself  involved.  This  case 
is  sufficient  to  show  the  sincere  loyalty  with  which  my  government  has  fulfilled  its  obligations 
as  neutraL 

Finally,  you  complain  that  the  government  of  the  republic  had  not  taken  the  measures 
which  the  law  authorized  to  punish  the  unworthy  and  base  outrages  which  the  periodical 
called  San  Martin  directed  against  the  person  of  her  Catholic  Miyesty.  The  measures  which 
in  this  case  my  goveniment  could  take  were  narrowed  down  to  accusing  the  periodical  in 
question  before  a  jury  through  the  competent  judicial  functionary  before  your  request  The 
resolution  which  should  be  adopted  in  this  matter  was  of  a  nature  so  delicate  and  serious, 
that,  although  my  government  might  well  suppose  what  would  be  your  will,  it  deemed  it 

§  rodent  to  l^  informed  of  that  in  a  manner  decisive  and  express  on  its  part,  it  would  have 
eemed  itself  forgetful  of  the  coiisideratlon  due  to  the  sovereign  of  a  friendly  nation  by  placing 
before  a  jury  insults  and  affronts  which  needed  not  a  condemnatory  verdipt  to  render  them  in 
the  highest  degree  despicable  and  odious. 

Avoiding  such  an  irritating  emergency,  it  considered  that  it  should  regard  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  a  friendly  sovereign  with  the  same  solicitude  as  it  would  its  own,  wWch  views  it 
deemed  to  be  connected  with  the  severe  attacks  of  which  the  members  of  the  administration 
are  repeatedly  the  object  of  the  periodic  press.  ^-^  ^ 
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It  always  has  held,  and  holds  the  impression,  that  it  was  not  incambent  on  it  to  detennhie 
the  attitude  which,  in  the  presence  of  events,  it  mi^^ht  best  become  the  ^Temment  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty  to  assume.  In  this  it  is  supported  bj  the  confidence  it  feels  of  haying^ 
given  proof  of  consideration  and  friendship  in  its  testimonial  of  deference  to  jour  wishes  in 
respect  of  this  anplea«ant  incident. 

Li  the  re-examination  I  have  made  of  the  various  incidents  which  has  given  matter  for  our 
past  dissensions,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  dissipated  the  causes  of  complaint  set  forth  by 
you,  sjnd  the  doubts  which  might  sustain  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  as  to  the  real 
sentiments  which  animate  the  people  and  government  of  Chili  in  respect  of  Spain.     The 

E resent  explanations,  which  c»n  only  corroSarate  those  which  I  have  before  given  you,  are  a 
'esh  testimonial  of  the  constant  yearning  and  efforts  of  my  government  for  the  mamteaance 
of  the  relation  of  friendship  with  Spain,  and  for  the  removal  of  every  obstacle  which  night 
obstruct  the  re-establishment  of  a  cordial  understanding  between  the  two  countries.^ 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  reiterated  expression  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which 
I  am  your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ALVABO  COVAKRUBIA& 
The  Minister  Besident  ofker  Catholic  Majesty, 


[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  to  Chili, 

Santiago  de  Chili,  May  20,  186f. 

Your  Excellency— My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note,  dated  J6th 
of  the  present  month,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  13th  of  the  same. 

I  have  seen  therein  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  same  wishes  animate  your  govemixent 
as  that  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  to  arrive  at  a  solution,  satisfactory  and  honorable  to  \ath 
countries,  of  the  difficulties  which  have  bedimmed  their  good  understanding. 

The  sentiments  which  have  actuated  your  government  amid  the  unpleasant  events  wh»ch 
have  occurred,  and  the  full  explanations  which  you  have  pleased  to  give  me  on  the  eleren 
points  on  which  Spain  considered  herself  offenaed  by  Chili,  dissipate,  in  mv  judgment  aU 
the  motives  for  complaint  which  my  government  entertained,  and  will  contribute,  as  I  hope, 
to  draw  closer  together  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

I  shall  make  it  my  duty  thus  to  advise  the  government  of  her  Majesty  in  order  that  the 
sincere  understanding  wnich  has  always  existed  between  Chili  and  Spain  may  not  ag^ 
suffer  the  lea&t  alteration.    This  has  been,  and  will  be,  the  constant  aim  of  all  my  action. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  distinguished  cousidsration  with  which  I  am  four 
obedient,  faithful  servant, 

SALVADOR  DE  TAVIBA 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  op  Foreign  Belations  of  CkUi. 


[Translation.] 
Department  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Chili, 

Santiago,  May  21,  lQe&, 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  receipt  of  the  note  which,  under  date 
of  yesterday,  you  pleased  to  address  to  me,  making  known  to  me  that  the  contents  of  my 
communication  of  the  16th  instant  dissipates,  in  your  judgment,  the  motives  for  complaint 
which  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  believed  it  nad  against  the  republic,  and  will 
aid  in  drawing  more  closely  together  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Such  result  will  correspond  with  the  wishes  of  my  government,  which  has  been  g^ratified 
to  learn  your  opinion  on  the  communication  alluded  to. 

Please  accept  the  testimony  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I  am  your 
excellency's  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

ALVABO  COVARRUBIAS. 
The  Minister  Resident  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Perry, 

No.  107.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  on  the  10th  instant  to  receive  your  despatch  of  the 
23d  of  July,  No.  214,  which  gives  me  an  account  of  the  proceedings  by  which 
the  Spanish  government  disavows  and  rejects  the  adjustment  which  had  been 
made  by  its  representative  at  Santiago  of  the  controversy  between  Spain  and 
Chili. 
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At  a  later  daj  his  excellency  Mr.  Tassara  called  at  this  department  and 
read  to  me  a  despatcb  which  had  been  addreeeed  to  him  by  his  govemmenty 
which  confirmed  in  all  respects  the  information  which  yon  have  conveyed. 

The  President  learns  with  regret  that  the  efforts  heretofore  made  for  a  recon- 
ciliation between  the  two  friendly  states  concerned  have  failed,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, an  occurrence  of  hostilities,  in  form  more  or  less  modified,  may  be 
apprehended.  I  have  sought  an  opportunity  to  confer  on  the  subject  with 
Mr.  Asta  Bnruaga  before  replying  to  you,  but  have  failed.  At  presebt  I  can 
think  of  no  other  way  of  securing  the  peace  between  Spain  and  Chili  but  by 
asking  them,  in  the  President's  name,  to  consider  whether,  in  the  event  of  a 
fiEuhure  of  diplomatic  effort  to  adjust  the  controversy,  it  may  not  properly  be 
referred  to  the  arbitrament  of  some  friendly  power.  You  are  desired  to  make 
this  suggestion  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  in  doing  so  you  are  at  liberty 
to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  United  States,  the  interest  of  European 
states,  as  well  as  those  of  this  continent,  would  be  promoted  by  assuaging,  and 
if  possible  removing,  all  existing  controversies  among  the  American  States* 
and  all  controversies  between  them  and  those  situated  on  the  European  conti- 
nent. You  are  further  at  liberty  to  say  that  if  the  two  nations  immediately 
concerned  should  be  able  to  come  to  an  arrangement  at  once  peaceful  and  mu- 
tually satisfactory,  the  United  States  would  find  in  that  arrangement  fresh 
motives  for  cherishing  the  friendship  which  is  cordially  entertained  by  this 
country  for  each  of  fhe  parties. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Terry  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  21'6.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  to  Spain, 

San  Sebastian^  August  29,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  newspaper  press  of  Madrid  made  a  good  deal  of  noise  over  the 
failure  of  the  Dominicans  to  fulfil  some  of  their  engagements  with  the  Spanish 
generals  and  their  declining  to  deliver  the  prisoners  of  war ;  inciting  this  gov- 
ernment to  renewed  acts  of  hostility,  and  taking  ground  that  by  this  conduct 
of  the  Dominicans  all  former  laws  or  engagements  for  abandoning  San  Domingo 
were  void  and  ought  not  to  be  regasded,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  vigorous  contin- 
uance of  the  war  was  now  necessary  to  Spanish  honor,  and  that  this  govern- 
ment must  now  take  measures  to  make  a  permanent  establishment  in  the  ieland. 

The  partisans  of  0*Donnell,  who  had  made  speeches  and  cast  votes  in  both 
houses  of  the  Cortes  this  spring  against  the  withdrawal  of  the  Spanish  troops 
from  San  Domingo,  in  opposition  to  Narvaez's  wise  policy,  were  supposed  to 
be  in  honor  bound  to  sustain  their  own  doctrine,  now  that  they  were  in  power, 
and  to  retain  possession  of  the  island,  or  at  least  of  that  magnificent  bay  of 
Samana  which  the  United  States  are  so  anxious  to  occupy,  which  is  the  key  of 
the  West  Indian  Spanish  colonies,  and  which  France  and  England  were  also 
preparing  to  seize. 

I  early  became  convinced,  however,  that  the  O'Donnell  ministry  were  not 
overmudi  rejoiced  with  this  opportunity  to  put  in  practice  what  they  had  said  in 
opposition  to  Narvaez  in  January  last,  and  it  was  pretty  soon  settled  that,  come 
what  might,  the  solemn  renunciation  of  sovereignty  in  San  Domingo  which  had 
been  voted  in  the  spring  time  would  be  sustained  this  summer. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  inquire  whether  the  fall  of  Richmond  may  have 
had  anything  to  do  with  this  change  of  opinion  in  the  original  annexation  party 
here,  since  the  change  is  so  evidently  counselled  by  the  true  interests  of  Spain 
herself.    That  eveitt,  however,  had  intervened.    The  law  renouncing  Spanish 
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Bovereignty  in  the  island  was  recent  and  complete.  Onr  protest  against  its 
assumption  in  1861  I  knew  was  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  this  govemmeut, 
and  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  interior  of  Spain  and  Cuba  had  come  to 
give  a  force  to  the  especial  form  of  that  protest  which  it  perhaps  did  not  pos- 
sess when  it  was  written. 

I  might  have  felt  called  upon  under  certain  circumstances  to  renew  it,  subject 
to  the  President's  approval ;  but  as  things  were  I  preferred  to  wait,  keeping  a 
close  watch  upon  the  coprse  of  the  affair  here;  and  the  prudence  of  this  course 
was  soon  evident. 

You  will  have  received  from  Mr.  Tassara  a  copy  of  the  recent  circular  of 
Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  on  this  business,  which  clearly  showed  the  wishes  of 
this  government.  Immediately  upon  issuing  this  paper,  the  minister  of  state 
started  from  Madrid  to  join  the  prime  minister  and  the  court  on  this  northern 
coast,  and  I  came  also.  The  news  of  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  prisoners 
by  the  Dominicans  reached  the  government  here,  and  is  the  source  of  on- 
feigned  satisfaction. 

In  our  conference  of  yesterday,  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  told  me  that  he 
should  now  write  a  second  circular,  which  will  be  immediately  sent  to  Mr. 
Tassara,  declaring  that,  the  difficulty  about  exchange  of  prisoners  having  been 
settled  with  the  Dominicans,  Spain  retires  completely  and  definitively  from 
that  island. 

Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  has*  been  frank  and  explicit  on  this  point,  and  it  is 
with  sincere  pleasure  I  transmit  to  you  this  result  of  our  conference  yesterday, 
which  you  will  soon  have  officially  confirmed  to  you  by  Mr.  Tassara  at 
Washington. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StcUe,  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 

No.  2.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  July  3,  from  the  consul 
general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a 
communication  addressed  to  him  by  the  secretary  of  the  captain  general  of 
Cuba,  relative  to  the  attachment  which  the  consul  general  had  been  instructed 
to  ask  might  be  laid  upon  the  steamers  Harriet  Lane  and  Pelican,  and  upon 
other  property  at  Havana,  belonging  to  the  late  rebel  government.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  the  captain  general  to  comply  with  the  consul  general's 
request,  you  are  ini?tructed  to  make  the  matter  known  to  her  Catholic 
Majesty's  government,  and  to  ask  that  an  order  may  be  issued  for  the  delivery 
of  the  property  in  question,  or  that  authority  may  be  given  for  the  institutioii 
of  legal  proceedings  for  its  recovery. 

You  are  also  instructed  to^  represent  to  the  Spanish  government  that  the 
terms  employed  by  Mr.  Puig  in  conveying  the  captain  general's  refusal  are  not 
quite  courteous,  and  to  express  regret  that  anything  should  have  occurred 
tending  to  impair  in  the  slightest  degree  the  good  relations  which  it  is  so  im- 
portant should  continue  to  exist  between  her  Catholic  Majesty's  authorities  in 
the  island  of  Cuba  and  those  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Madrid. 
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Mr»  Savage  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  111.]  CONSULATB  ObNBRAL  OP  THE  UnITBD  StaTBS, 

Havana,  July  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  captain  general  has  declined  to  take  action  in  the  matter  of  the 
attachment  asked  for  by  me  to  he  laid  upon  the  steamers  Harriet  Lane,  Peli- 
can, and  other  property  here  belonging  to  the  late  rebel  government.  I  had  a 
long  interview  last  Saturday  with  Mr.  Vallo  y  Puig,  the  secretary,  to  whom  I 
made  known  the  necessity  of  prompt  action  to  secure  the  property,  as  the 
parties  controlling  it  were  to  leave  this  Island  within  a  very  few  days.  He 
promised  to  attend  to  the  business  immediately,  and  the  result  is  the  letter 
dated  Ist  of  July,  received  yesterday  morning.  Charles  J.  Helm,  Ramsay, 
Scott,  and  other  rebel  agents,  will  probably  take  passage  in  the  British  mail 
steamer  for  St.  Thomas  on  the  6th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVAGE, 

Vice'Constd  General, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[Translation.] 

Superior  Civil  Ooverkment  of  the  Ever  FArrnFUL  Islaio)  of  Cuba, 

Secretary's  Office,  Political  Bureau, 
Havana,  July  1,  1865. 
His  excellency  tbe  governor  captain  general  is  informed  of  the  contents  of  your  commn- 
nication,  dated  the  27th  of  June  last  past,  in  which  jou  solicit,  in  the  name  of  jour  nation, 
that  a  writ  of  attachment  be  issued  niM)n  certain  funds  which  yon  say  belong  to  the  so-called 
confederate  goyemment,  which  funas,  as  you  state,  are  in  possession  of  its  agents,  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Helm  and  Ramsay.  Ton  likewise  ask  that  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane,  alias 
Lavinia,  and  one-half  of  the  steamer  Pelican,  and  the  part  corresponding  to  the  confederate 
icuvemment  in  the  cargo  of  cotton  of  the  last-named  vessel,  amounting,  as  you  say,  to  the 
anm  of  40,000  dollars,  or  thereabouts,  be  attached  in  the  same  manner.  As  you  are  not  in- 
vested with  any  diplomatic  character,  it  does  not  pertiun  to  you  to  address,  nor  to  his  excel- 
lency the  superior  civil  governor  to  receive,  such  notes.  These  questions  have  to  be  arranged 
between  the  two  countries  by  duly  authorized  persons,  and  are  resolved  upon  according  to 
established  usage  by  the  law  called  international. 

In  consequence  of  what  his  excellency  has  directed  me  to  answer,  I  hdve  the  honor  to  re- 
torm  the  two  original  communications  which  accompanied  your  letter  above  mentioned. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 
By  order  of  his  excellency  the  secretary. 

JOSfi  VALLO  Y  PUIG. 
The  Consul  General 

Of  Ute  United  States  of  America^  at  Havana, 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  218.]  Legation  of  tub  United  States  to  Spain, 

San  Sebastian,  September  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  Beserving  the  privilege  to  report  by  next  steamer  more  in  detail  my 
proceedings  under  yonr  instruction  No.  107,  of  August  22, 1  have  time  only 
before  this  week's  mail  is  made  up  to  say  that  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  is  afraid 
that  anything  we  can  do  here  now  will  be  too  late,  and  that  Admiral  Pareja 
will  have  already  commenced  hostilities  under  his  instructions  unless  GhUi  shdl 
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bave  made  sucli- concessions  as  satisfied  him.  It  is  probable  he  would  receive 
the  instructions  indicated  to  you  in  my  No.  214>  of  July  23,  on  the  13th  or  14th 
instant,  and  he  would  no  doubt  proceed  to  execute  them  without  delay. 

Nevertheless,  as  the  first  stage  of  the  hostilities  authorized  was  to  be  a 
blockade  of  the  Chilian  ports,  to  be  followed  at  the  expiration  of  one  month 
(if  Chili  should  not  yield  to  his  demands)  by  other  acts  of  a  more  vigorous 
nature,  I  have  obtained  this,  that  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  writes  to  Admiral 
Pareja  immediately  to  suspend  such  further  acts  of  hostility  for  two  weeks 
longer,  in  the  hope  that  your  good  offices  near  the  Chilian  government  mean- 
time may  make  tneir  adoption  unnecessary. 

Spain  is  willing  to  abandon  every  point  of  her  demands  against  Chili  except 
one  only :  she  insists  that  the  Spanish  flag  shall  be  saluted.  She  feels  that  the 
Spanish  flag  has  been  insulted,  and  she  cannot  withdraw  so  long  as  Chili,  by 
refusing  to  salute,  maintains  that  insult  bhould  Chili  now  salute  the  Spanish 
flag,  Spain  will  interpret  that  act  of  international  courtesy  as  a  disavowal  of 
any  intention  to  insult  Spain  in  the  acts  complained  of  at  Santiago,  and  will 
immediately  salute  the  flag  of  Chili  in  her  turn,  in  token  of  complete  amity  and 
good  intelligence,  ,and  will  thereupon  withdraw  her  fleet,  making  no  further 
mention  of  any  other  of  her  subjects  of  complaint  If,  however.  Chili  shoidd 
refuse  that  .act  of  courtesy,  Spain  will  interpret  such  refusal  as  the  sign  of  a 
settled  hostility  of  sentiment  toward  her  on  the  part  of  Chili,  and  will  there- 
upon proceed  to  vigorous  acts  of  war,  maintaining  on  her  own  side  all  those  re- 
cLamations  against  Chili  heretofore  made,  and  such  as  may  hereafter  arise  in 
consequence  of  the  war  itself. 

I  am  given  to  understand  that  Admiral  Pareja's  orders  are  to  make  short 
work  of  it,  and  that  the  blow  he  will  strike  will  be  a  heavy  one. 

I  am,  however,  fully  assured  that  not  an  inch  of  Chilian  territory  will  be 
permanently  occupied,  nor  any  abasement  of  her  complete  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence  be  attempted  in  any  case  or  form. 

This  being  the  precise  state  of  the  affair,  may  I  hope  that  your  good  offices 
at  the  scene  of  operations  can  be  rendered  in  time  to  prevent  bloodshed,  and 
prove  sufficient  to  persuade  Chili  that  in  deference  to  the  peace  of  the  world, 
unless,  indeed,  it  be  her  purpose  to  make  war  at  any  rate,  she  cannot  refuse  this 
act  of  courtesy,  made  necessary  by  the  fisict  that  Spain  considers  her  flag  to  have 
been  insulted. 

It  strikes  me  that  the  question  is  not  so  much  whether  the  acts  at  Santiago, 
believed  by  Spain  to  have  taken  place  in  a  certain  way,  and  explained  by  Chili 
to  have  taken  place  in  a  different  way,  really  did  or  did  not  constitute  a  national 
insult ;  but  it  is  whether  it  be  worth  while  for  Chili  to  go  to  war  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  interpretation  of  certain  doings  of  a  crowd  of  people  at  Santiago  not 
veiy  clearly  ascertained. 

The  great  fact  to  be  considered — and  of  this  fact  there  can  be  no  doubt — is, 
that  Spain  is  really  laboring  under  a  sense  of  insult  on  the  part  of  Chili,  but 
she  now  waives  all  her  former  demands  and  consents  to  accept  an  act  of  inter- 
national courtesy,  customary  in  such  cases,  as  a  disavowal  on  the  part  of  the 
Chilian  government  of  all  intention  to  insult  the  Spanish  flag  at  Santiago  or 
anywhere.  And  it  seems  to  me,  if  there  really  has  been  no  such  intention,  aad 
if  there  be  no  disposition  to  maintain  such  an  intention  now.  Chili,  as  a  reason- 
able government  cannot  refuse  the  exchange  of  salutes  now  proposed.  Should 
this  belief  be  shared  by  the  President,  I  trust  a  prompt  eflfort  by  the  United 
States  in  Chili  may  yet  be  successful  to  pi  event  the  war. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  PERET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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Mr,  Perry  to  Mn  Seward. 


No.  220.]  Lbgation  of  thb  United  States, 

Madrid,  September  16,  1865. 

Sib  !  I  have  again  had  a  very  satisfactory  interview  with  Mr.  Bermudez  de 
Castro  on  the  Bubject  of  Spanish  relations  with  Chili  to-day,  at  his  department, 
and  have  obtained  as  a  result  the  extension  of  the  time  mentioned  in  my  de- 
spatch No  218,  of  11th  instant,  written  from  San  Sebastian.  Mr.  Bermudez  de 
Castro  trusts  that  the  Chilian  government  will  be  persuaded  to  salute  the  Span- 
ish flag,  and  promises  that  a  salute  shall  be  immediately  returned  by  the  Spanish 
fleet,  and  he  will  instantly  commission  a  new  minister  to  represent  Spain  at 
Santiago,  withdrawing  the  Spanish  forces  from  the  Pacific.  In  the  hope  that  the 
good  otiSces  of  the  United  States  will  be  exerted  to  convince  Chili  that  it  is  her 
duty  to  accept  these  terms  of  arrangement  under  the  circumstances,  and  they  to 
preserve  the  peace  which  Spain  is  not  desirous  to  break,  Mr.  Bermudez  de 
Castro,  at  my  personal  instance  and  on  my  representations,  wiites  again  imme- 
diately to  Admiral  Pareja  to  prolong  the  period  set  for  commencing  active  hos- 
tilities one  month— that  is  to  say.  two  weeks  in  addition  to  "  the  fifteen  or 
twenty  days "  already  ordered  in  accordance  with  our  understandinj^  at  San  Se- 
bastian, as  heretofore  reported,  that  being  the  language  of  the  instruction  alre^y 
sent  to  Admiral  Pareja,  and  which  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro 
will  go  out  in  the  English  mail-steamship  to  sail  from  Southampton  to-morrow, 
17th  instant.  I  begged  Mr.  Bermudez  to  send  the  additional  fifteen  days  to 
Southampton  by  telegraph  for  the  same  phip.  The  written  instruction  for  the 
additional  fifteen  days  will  go  out  in  the  next  succeeding  steamer  a  fortnight* 
later,  and  ought  to  arrive  before  the  expiration  of  the  **  fifteen  or  twenty  days" 
mentioned  in  the  first.  The  chief  thing  to  be  apprehended  is,  that  Admiral 
Pareja  may  have  already  commenced  the  active  warlike  operations  contemplated 
in  his  original  instructions  before  the  first  instruction  for  their  suspension  arrived. 
For  this  contingency  there  is  no  remedy  here.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  have^ 
not  thought  it  proper  to  offer  the  mediation  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  this  affair.  Your  instruction  of  August  22  does  not,  in  its  terms,  make 
it  my  duty  to  take  that  step,  though  I  may  assure  you  I  would  not  have  hesitated 
to  take  it  under  the  general  tenor  of  that  despatch,  if  that  measure  had  recom- 
mended itself  to  my  own  judgment  as  in  any  way  necessary  or  useful  to  prevent 
the  war  now.  threatening  between  Spain  and  Chili,  and  if  the  nature  of  the  wigr 
had  threatened  to  be  more  directly  interesting  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  actual  state  of  the  business  I  have  preferred  to  give  my  intervention 
a  wholly  informal  character  and  have  addressed  nothing  officially  in  writing  to 
the  Spanish  government ;  but  I  am  certain  nothing  more  could  bave  been  done 
here  than  what  has  been  done. 

War  may  have  already  begun  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  though  I  cherish  the  hope 
that,  contemporaneously  with  your  instructions  to  me,  you  will  also  have  ad- 
dressed others  to  our  minister  in  Chili  which  will  have  enabled  him  to  aid  the 
contending  parties  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  settlement. 

If  war  has  unfortunately  begun,  you  are  at  least  fully  assured  as  to  its  char- 
acter and  object  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  these  assurances  may  be  relied  on. 

This  government  will  not  permanently  occupy  a  foot  of  the  soil  of  Chili  nor 
seek  to  set  up  any  change  in  her  government,  nor  to  abase  in  any  manner  per- 
manently the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  Chili,  nor  of  any  other  of  the 
South  American  states.  These  assurances  have  been  renewed  to  me  to-day  by 
Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro. 

If  war  has  not  been  declared,  I  trust  that  the  delay  now  obtained,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  Spanish  pretensions  to  the  terms  of  settlement  I  have  had  the 
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honor  to  report,  will  make  it  easy  to  procure  from  Chili,  on  her  side,  snch  con- 
cessions as  will  prevent  the  recurrence  to  hostilities. 

And  in  thus  reporting  my  action,  under  your  instruction  of  August  22,  I 
trust  the  course  adopted  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  President. 
With  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  ohedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PEERY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  221.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  September  19,  IS65. 

Sir  :  Tour  instruction  No.  107,  of  the  22d  August,  relative  to  the  controversy 
between  Spain  and  Chili,  reached  me  at  San  Sebastian,  where  the  Spanish  court 
was  temporarily  residing,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant. 

I  immediately  sought  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Oastro,  and  the 
next  morning  made  this  the  subject  of  an  informal  conference  at  his  residence  at 
that  city.  1  showed  to  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  the  motives  for  regret  which 
the  United  States  would  experience  if  this  affair  should  not  be  amicably  settled, 
and  made  known  your  opinion  as  to  all  existing  controversies  between  Eu- 
ropean and  American  states.  Without  repeating  my  own  phrases,  I  will  Bay 
that  Mr.  Bermudez  concurred  fully  with  tne  United  States  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  relations  proper  to  be  maintained  between  the  states  of  Europe  and  those  of 
America. 

Mr.  Bermudez  said,  however,  that  Chili  had  wantonly  insulted  the  Spanish 
flag,  and  Spain,  with  a  powerftil  fleet  in  those  seas,  could  not  ignore  those  acts 
and  withdraw,  leaving  things  in  that  condition. 

******* 

I  asked  him  if  Spain  denied  the  war  with  Chili,  or  whether  she  only  wished 
to  obtain  certain  demands  from  Chili,  and  if  so  whether  she  would  be  satisfied 
to  obtain  what  she  asked  by  any  other  means  than  war. 

Mr.  Bermudez  said  that  Spain  did  not  desire  war  with  Chili,  nor  with  any  of 
{he  states  on  the  Pacific ;  had  no  ill  will,  no  spite,  no  sentiment  of  any  kind  to 
gratify  by  war,  and  no  ambitious  projects ;  but  she  wished  merely  to  secure  for 
her  flag  that  respect  which  he  was  confident  the  flags  of  other  nations  did  re- 
ceive &om  Chili,  and  without  which  the  amicable  relations  between  Spain  and 
Chili  could  not  be  maintained. 

He  then  went  over  the  causes  of  complaint,  saying,  among  other  things,  that 
the  flag  of  the  Spanish  legation  had  been  publicly  and  grossly  insulted  by  a 
crowd  of  people  at  Santiago  de  Chili,  in  the  presence  of  a  battalion  of  militia  in 
uniform,  drawn  up  under  their  officers  in  the  street  opposite  the  legation,  who 
witnessed  the  outrage  and  remained  quietly  marking  time  to  music,  without  of- 
fering any  opposition  whatever. 

I  am  without  authentic  information  as  to  the  facts  of  this  case,  except  such 
as  Mr.  Bermudez  has  given  me.  He  mentioned  also  the  fitting  out  and  depart- 
ure of  a  body  of  volunteers  from  Chili  to  make  war  against  Spain  in  Peru ; 
also,  the  refusal  of  coals  and  provisions  to  the  vessels-of-war  of  Spain  in  Chilian 
ports,  under  the  pretence  of  neutrality,  when  in  fact  there  was  no  war  in  which 
to  be  neutral.  I  then  said  I  supposed  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  sympathies 
of  the  people,  and  perhaps  of  the  government  of  Chili,  had  been  entirely  on  the 
side  of  Peru  during  the  recent  controversy  between  Spain  and  Peru,  but  I  did 
not  suppose  Spain  would  think  of  calling  any  American  people  to  account  for 
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their  Bympathiee  against  hersdf  in  the  Peruvian  affair,  no  more  than  she  ex- 
pected to  oe  called  to  account  for  the  sympathies  of  Spaniards  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  in  favor  of  our  southern  rebels  in  the  recent 
civil  war.  He  must  indeed  bo  aware,  from  the  experience  of  this  government 
itself,  how  different  it  was  when  such  sympathies  are  strong  in  favor  of  one  or 
the  other  contending  parties  to  prevent  their  offensive  manifestation,  and  how 
easy  it  is  to  make  up  a  list  of  grievances  if  the  party  not  favored  should  be  dis- 
posed to  take  ofiPence. 

Our  own  relations  with  her  Majesty's  government  were  eminently  friendly, 
but  I  could  call  to  mind.  If  so  disposed,  (which  I  was  not,)  scenes  and  occurrences 
in  Spain  herself  which  would  afford  as  good  cause  of  complaint  by  the  United 
States  against  Spain  as  any  he  thought  it  so  necessary  for  Spain  to  resent  in 
Chili,  except,  perhaps,  the  public  insult  to  the  Spanish  flag  at  Santiago,  if  that 
had  in  fact  occurred  as  stated.  But  the  United  States  gave  credit  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Spain  for  a  desire  to  maintain  friendly  relations,  and  for  honest  ef- 
forts to  prevent  injustice  being  done  to  the  government  and  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  all  parties  within  the  Spanish  jurisdiction,  and  though  the  execu- 
tion of  this  purpose  had  not  always  been  perfect,  and  sometimes  quite  imperfect, 
yet  the  United  States  had  not  shown  themselves  disposed  to  take  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain  to  task  for  things  which  were  undoubtedly  more  or  less  beyond 
their  controL 

I  eocild  not  suppose  that  the  honor  of  Spain  really  required  her  to  take  any 
other  attitude  towards  Chili,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  did  think  that  a  policy  of 
forbearance,  even  if  there  had  been  just  cause  of  complaint,  would  be  both  more 
honorable  and  more  profitable  for  Spain. 

I  hoped  that  Mr.  Bermudez  would  not  fall  into  the  error  of  estimallng  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  American  republics  to  withstand  aggression  by  the  number  of  their 
vessels,  or  their  battalions,  or  the  state  of  their  finances. 

Spain  had  herself  just  had  £he  experience  of  San  Domingo ;  France  had  found 
occupation  for  50,000  men  and  a  considerable  fleet  in  Mexico,  though  the  bat- 
talions of  this  republic  were  certainly  not  numerous,  and  those  of  San  Domingo 
hardly  merited  the  name. 

Mr.  Beri^udez  de  Castro  interrupted  me  to  say  yes,  but  that  I  was  answering 
myself.  In  San  Domingo  Spain  had  attempted  to  take  permanent  possession  of 
the  country,  and  in  Mexico  the  French  had  set  up  an  emperor ;  but  there  was 
no  such  project  in  this  case,  and  Spain  would  not  be  tempted  into  any  such 
policy  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  She  would  not  be  lured  into  another  San  Domingo 
affair  anywhere,  nor  would  she  meddle  with  the  form  of  any  government  nor 
with  any  insurrection.  Spain  did  not  wish  to  exercise  any  special  influence  even, 
in  any  of  those  countries.  But  the  Queen's  government  did  intend  that  the 
Spanish  flag  should  be  respected  and  the  Spanish  nation  and  subjects  treated 
with  the  same  courtesy  which  was  due  to  the  flag  and  subjects  of  all  foreign 
nations,  and  which  he  believed  was  actually  accorded  in  Chili  to  France,  and 
England,  and  the  United  States,  but  which  had  been  and  still  was  denied  to  Spain. 
If  Chili  would  not  do  that,  Spain  intended  to  punish  her.  Admiral  Pareja  was 
ordered  not  to  make  a  long  matter  of  it,  but  to  first  exhaust  every  effort  to  set- 
tle the  controversy  peaceably,  and  then,  if  that  should  be  found  impossible,  to 
strike  Chili  hard,  and  chastise  her  till  she  should  be  williLg  to  treat  Spain  as  she 
treated  other  foreign  nations. 

I  said  that  the  United  States  did  not  call  in  question  the  perfect  right  of  Spain 
to  make  war  for  such  an  object,  but  I  did  believe  the  object  stated  by  Mr.  Ber- 
mudez could  be  obtained  without  the  war,  and  if  it  could,  it  certainly  ought  to 
be  so  obtained.  I  gave  Chili  the  credit  of  being  a  reasonable  government,  and, 
though  popular  feeling  had  been  much  excited  there  in  consequence  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Spain  in  seizing  the  Chincha  islands,  which  excitement  was  very 
natoral  and  conmiendable  under  the  circumstances,  still,  since  that  main  contro- 
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vewy  had  bappilv  been  settled  witb  Peru  without  war,  I  hoped  the  smaller 
questions  which  grew  out  of  it  would  be  peaceably  settled  also.  I  could  noi 
suppose  Chili  desired  anything  else,  and  had  no  doubt  the  Chilian  government 
would  listen  willingly  to  any  representations  which  the  United  States  might 
think  proper  to  make  at  Santiago  with  a  view  to  peace.  I  was  convinced  £at 
Spain  also  ought  to  treat  this  question  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation. 

I  did  not  mean  to  offer  the  mediation  of  the  United  States ;  certainly  not  then ; 
but  I  did  invite  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  informally  to  consider  whether  the 
United  States  might  not  be  of  some  service  to  arrange  this  business. 

Mr.  Bermudez  said  he  should  be  very  glad  if  this  affair  could  be  settled  with- 
out war,  and  he  was  confident  the  United  States  could  do  much  to  bring  about 
such  a  result,  but  he  was  afraid  we  were  altogether  too  late  to  take  any  ef- 
ficient action.  Before  the  result  of  anything  we  could  do  here  would  be  known 
in  Chili,  Admiral  Pareja  would  either  have  settled  the  busine-'S  peaceably  or 
commenced  hostilities  under  his  instructions  (reported  to  you  in  No.  214  of  July 
23.)  Mr.  Bermudez  supposed  that  he  would  get  those  instructions  on  the  12Ui 
or  13th  instant,  and  that  the  admiral  would  lose  no  time  in  fulfilling  them. 

I  remarked,  however,  that  those  instructions,  as  I  understood,  only  author- 
ized him  to  undertake  at  first  a  blockade  of  the  Chilian  ports,  to  be  followed 
later  by  other  acts  of  war,  in  case  the  blockade  should  not  be  found  sufBcient  to 
procure  a  settlement. 

Mr.  Bermudez  said  that  was  so,  and  I  then  added  that  this  might  give  time 
for  the  influence  of  the  United  States  to  be  exerted  at  Santiago,  if  we  should  come 
promptly  to  an  understanding  here.  Mr.  Bermudez  said  that  the  Spanish  op- 
position newspapers  and  political  parties  would  immediately  accuse  the  Queen's 
government  of  having  yielded  to  the  influence  of  the  United  States  in  a  question 
of  national  honor,  and  they  would  also  say  that  whatever  was  conceded  by 
Chili  had  been  yielded  to  the  United  States,  but  not  to  Spain. 

I  then  told  him  I  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  putting  the  friendly  offices  of 
the  United  States  for  the  sake  of  peace  into  any  diplomatic  formula  having  a 
special  name,  nor  of  giving  them  any  prominence  which  would  afford  ground 
for  commentaries  in  the  public  press.  I  neither  offered  the  mediation  of  the 
United  States,  nor  would  he  either  accept  or  decline  such  mediation.  I  would 
not  formalize  any  offer  of  the  good  offices  of  the  United  States,  but  if  Mr  Ber- 
mudez would  tell  me  what  Spain  was  willing  to  concede  for  the  sake  of  a  peace- 
ful settlement,  and  what  she  meant  to  insist  upon  at  any  cost,  I  should  be  able 
to  form  my  own  opinion  as  to  the  probability  of  a  peaceful  settlement,  and 
whether  the  government  at  Washington  would  probably  endeavor  to  persuade 
Chili  to  accede  to  such  terms  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Bermudez  had  no  difficulty  in  telling  me  frankly  what  Spain  would  do, 
and  proposed  that  I  should  put  into  writing  the  substance  of  what  I  wanted^ 
and  he  would  consider  the  matter  and  reply ;  if  we  should  arrive  at  nothing 
definite,  the  notes  on  both  sides  should  be  withdrawn  and  destroyed. 

I  said  that  I  thought  we  coidd  better  treat  this  subject  entirely  in  verbal  con- 
ference, and  that  if  he  wished  to  consult  his  colleagues  in  the  government  I 
would  call  on  him  again  the  next  day.  Meantime  I  had  no  objection  to  furnish 
him  personally  and  confidentially  with  a  memorandum  of  my  instructions  on 
this  subject,  which  he  might  use  as  he  saw  fit  under  the  proper  reserve.  I  then 
took  leave. 

On  the  next  day  (9th  instant)  the  court  and  ministers  were  occupied  with  the 
visit  of  the  Emperor  of  France.  I  saw  Mr.  Bermudez  a  moment,  and  put  into 
his  hands  a  copy  of  your  instructions  (No.  107,  of  August  22)  without  address, 
date,  or  signature,  and  agreed  that  we  should  meet  again  the  succeeding  day 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  On  calling  as  arranged,  I  found  Mr.  Bermudes 
had  been  obliged  to  go  to  Biarritz,  where  the  French  court  was  residing,  so  that 
it  was  not  until  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  that  our  conference  was  re- 
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ffomed.  -It  will  not  be  necessary  to  repeat  tbe  conversation  at  this  interview. 
The  result  was,  that  the  Spanish  demands  being  reduced  to  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment reported  to  you  in  my  despatch,  No.  218,  of  the  same  day,  (September 
11,)  I,  on  my  side,  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  considered  those  terms  reason- 
able, and  I  had  little  doubt  they  would  be  so  considered  by  Mr.  Seward  and  the 
President.  Though  I  could  not  presume  to  anticipate  the  action  of  my  govern- 
ment, nor  had  I  any  authority  to  promise  anything,  still  I  imagined  that  on  the 
receipt  of  the  despatch  which  I  should  immediately  address  to  Mr.  Seward,  the 
President  would  not  hesitate  to  instruct  the  American  minister  in  Chili  to  use  his 
influence  to  persuade  that  government  to  accept  those  terms  of  settlement  on 
their  side,  and  thus  to  close  this  controversy  without  bloodshed  by  the  peaceful 
exchange  of  national  salutes,  as  before  reported.  I  begged  Mr.  Bermudez  de 
Oastro,  therefore,  to  write  immediately  to  Admiral  Payeja  to  suspend  hostilities 
for  a  time  sufficient  for  my  despatch  to  be  received  at  Washington,  and  for  the 
instructions  which  I  hoped  would  be  sent  to  Santiago  to  arrive  and  exert  their 
influence. 

He  said  that  he  could  not  countermand  the  instructions  under  which  Admi- 
ral Pareja  would  probably  be  already  acting.  I  said,  no;  but  those  hostilities 
which  we  supposed  might  have  already  begun  before  a  new  instruction  to 
Admiral  Pareja  could  reach  him,  would  be  limited  at  first  to  a  blockade. 

What  I  requested  was  that  this  preliminary  state  of  blockade,  if  it  existed, 
should  be  prolonged  without  any  more  active  or  vigorous  act  of  war  on  the  part 
of  Spain  until  the  result  of  the  influence  I  hoped  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Santiago  would  exert  could  be  known. 

I  did  not  promise  anything,  but  I  considered  there  was  good  ground  to  expect 
such  action,  and  good  reason  to  suppose  that  such  counsel  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  might  see  fit  to  address  to  Chili  would  engage  the  serious 
attention  of  that  government.  At  any  rate,  Spain  would  lose  nothing  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world  by  deferring  the  shedding  of  blood  whilst  there  was  a 
reasonable  hope  of  a  peacefuKsettlement.         ' 

The  blockade  was  already  a  measure  of  vigor  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  its 
prolongation  at  mv  request  was,  under  the  circumstances,  the  least  he  could  do 
as  a  mark  of  consideration  to  the  United  States,  while  it  in  no  way  prejudiced 
the  question  in  debate  with  Chili,  and  mjght  prove  to  be  fitful  of  excellent 
results. 

Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro  yielded  to  these  considerations,  and  promised  to 
write,  as  requested,  to  Admiral  Pareja  without  loss  of  time.  I  then  took  leave, 
and  immediately  wrote  the  despatch  No.  218,  of  11th  instant,  communicating 
to  you  this  result. 

The  Queen  and  ministers  of  war  and  ot  state  left  San  Sebastian  the 
same  afternoon  to  visit  the  French  court  at  Birraitz,  and  on  the  fullo'wing 
day  the  court  started  on  its  progress  back  through  the  towns  of  old  Castile, 
arriving  at  the  royal  residence  of  San  YIdefonso  on  tbe  17th  instant. 

Thus  1  did  not  again  see  Mr  Bermudez  de  Castro  for  business  till  the  16th 
instant,  at  his  ministeiial  department  in  Madrid.  This  interview  and  its  results, 
again  prolonging  the  time  for  commencing  active  hostilities  in  the  Pacific, 
was  reported  to  you  in  despatch  No.  219  of  the  same  day,  and  I  expressed  at 
that  time  my  conviction  that  nothing  more  could  be  done  here  than  what  had 
been  done,  and  left  all  future  steps  in  this  business  to  the  decision  of  your 
better  judgment.     But  I  may  be  permitted  to  state  my  own  impressions. 

Without  going  into  the  merits  of  this  controversy,  nor  attempting  to  decide 
whether  the  acts  of  discourtesy  in  the  streets  of  Santiago,  complained  of  "by 
Spain,  constituted-  a  national  insult  or  not,  I  do  think  that  since  Spain  be- 
lieves that  her  flag  was  there  wantonly  insulted,  that  fact  is  itself  sufficient 
reason  why  the  government  of  Chili  ought  to  be  willing  to  show  now,  by  an 
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act  of  cotirteey  ciiBtomarj  in  socfa  cases,  tliat  no  national  insult  was  then 
intended  or  woald  be  sustained  now  by  that  government;  especiallj  since  what 
Spain  proposes  is  an  interchange  of  salutes,  she  herself  saluting  the  flag  of  Chili 
as  soon  as  the  proof  that  her  own  is  respected  by  Chili  is  received ;  and  this 
impression,  I  confess,  is  strengthened  bj  other  considerations. 

It  is  beyond  question  that  the  government  and  people  of  Chili  did  feel  (as 
they  had  a  perfect  right  to  feel)  great  irritationagainst  Spain  and  great  sympa- 
thy with  Peru  during  the  recent  controversy  between  these  two  powers.  But  the 
series  of  public  acts  complained  of  by  Spain,  (among  which  the  refusal  of  the 
Chilian  authorities  to  ^  permit  the  customary  hospitality  to  Spanish  national 
vessels  in  their  ports,)  though  called  by  Chili  neutral  acts,  since  Peru  did  not 
at  any  time  recognize  a  state  of  war  between  herself  and  Spain,  and  finally  settled 
her  controversy  without  war,,  became  and  were  simply  unfriendly  acts  on  the 
part  of  Chili  towards  Spain. 

That  is  the  true  definition;,  and  in  making  it  I  do  not  mean  to  criticise  those 
acts  of  Chili,  nor  much  less  the  very  natural  feelings  which  prompted  them ;  but 
it  is  proper  thus  to  recognize  the  precise  state  of  the  facts  as  between  Chili  and 
Spain  at  the  moment  when  the  controversy  between  Peru  and  Spain  was  at 
last  happily  settled  without  war. 

Thus  it  was  sooU  evident  that  a  settlement  must  be  made  also  between  Chili 
and  Spain. 

But  now  that  Spain,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  has  retired  from  all  points  of  her 
complaints  and  demands  against  Chili,  save  one;  /agreed  to  forego  her  claim  for 
indemnity  of  her  damages  by  the  sudden  reAisal  of  coals  and  provisions  to  her 
ships,  and  to  overlook  other  unfriendly  acts  by  Chili,  asking  only  an  act  of 
courtesy  to  the  Spanish  flag,  to  be  replied  to  by  a  similar  courtesy  on  her  own 
part  to  the  flag  of  Chili,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  on 
the  part  of  Chili  to  re^e  such  terms  of  settlement 

That  government,  however,  is  its  own  arbiter;  and  if  it  elects  war  imder  such 
circumstances,  I  trust  at  least  that  you  will  hold  this  legation  free  of  all  respon- 
sibility. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry, 

No.  109.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  20,  1865, 
Sir  :  Your  interesting  despatch  dated  at  San  Sebastian  on  the  29th  of  last 
month  has  been  received,  and  has  been  read  with  much  satisfaction.  We  are 
content  to  believe  that  Spain,  in  retiring  completely  and  definitively  from  Uie 
island  of  San  Domingo,  has  been  actuated  by  a  just  regard  for  her  own  best 
interests  and  those  of  the  Dominican  people. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Perrv,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  3.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

September  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  in  this  city  yesterday. 
On  the  13th  instant  I  received  a  telegraphic  communication  from  Mr,  Perry, 
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hifonning  me  tliat  tbe  Qneen  was  expected  to  reach  this  citj  on  the  17th  or  18th 
of  the  present  month.  I  made  immediate  preparations  to  leave  for  Madrid,  and 
left  Paris  on  the  18th,  and  reached  here  the  tifrentietb.  On  my  arrival  here  I 
was  met  by  Mr.  Perry,  who  has  done  everything  to  make  my  arrival  and  stay 
here  pleasant.  The  Qneen  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  from  some  cause,  I  know 
not  what,  has  determined  not  to  return  to  Madrid  for  the  present.  Bhe  has 
established  her  court  for  the  present  at  La  Granja,  at  one  of  her  palaces,  about 
sixty  miles  from  Madrid.  Mr.  Perry  and  myself  called  yesterday  on  Mr.  Ber- 
mudez  de  Gastro,  minister  of  state,  and  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Perry. 
He  leaves  to-day  for  La  Grauja,  and  will  bear  my  request  to  the  Queen  for  an 
audience,  that  I  may  present  my  credentials.  As  soon  as  that  Us  arranged,  and 
my  presentation  is  over,  I  will  write  you  again. 
With  much  respect,  yours, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 
Hon-  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Hale  txt  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  4.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

La  Crranja,  October  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  despatch,  Ko.  3, 1  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Queen 
of  Spain  was  absent  from  Madrid,  and  was  staying  at  her  palace  ii^  this  place, 
and  that  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro,  minister  of  state,  had  left  Madrid  ana  had 
borne  to  the  Queen  my  request  for  an  audience  that  I  might  present  my  creden- 
tials. ,  In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  viz.,  on  the  24th  6f  September,  I  received  a 
note  from  him  informing  me  that  the  Queen  had  been  pleased  to  designate 
Saturday,  the  30th  of  September  last,  as  the  djj  she  would  receive  me  at  her 
palace  in  that  place.  In  accordance  with  this  arraugement,  I  left  Madrid  on  the 
29th  of  September,  in  company  with  Mr.  Perry,  our  secretary  of  legation. 

On  Saturday,  at  three  o'clock,  by  previous  appointment,  Mr.  Perry  and  my- 
self repaired  to  the  palace,  and  I  was  introduced  to  the  Queen,  and  presenting 
to  her  my  letter  of  credence  from  the  President,  addressed  her  as  per  copy 
herewith  enclosed,  marked  A,  to  which  the  Queen  replied,  as  per  copy  herewith 
enclosed,  marked  B.  As  the  Queen  and  Count  will  remain  here  for  some  few 
weeks  at  least,  I  propose  to  remain  here  for  the  present.  I  beg  leave  to  add 
that  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Mr.  Perry  for  his  constant  kindness  in 
rendering  me  every  assistance  in  his  power. 

With  much  respect,  yomr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State* 


A. 

Madam  :  In  presenting  tbis  letter,  certifying  that  I  hare  t>een  appointed  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  miiuster  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  reside  at  yoor  Majesty's 
comt,  I  am  instmcted  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the  government  and 
^>eople  of  the  United  States  to  confirm,  establish,  and  perpetuate  those  amicable-  relations 
vrhich  have  so  long  and  so  happily  subsisted  between  the  tvro  nations,  and  that  I  shall  best 
discharge  the  duties  devolved  upon  me  by  devoting  all  my  energies  to  the-  attainment  of  so 
desirable  an  end ;  and  if  it  may  be  permitted  to  so  humble  an  individual  as  myself  to  mingle 
an^ht  of  a  personal  character  with  the  high  considerations  which  pertain  to  the  progress  and 
welfare  of  nations,  I  would  add  that  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me  to  have  been  selected  as 
the  representative  of  my  government  to  the  court  of  a  power  that  was  our  early  and  constant 
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friend  in  our  first  great  straggle  ibr  national  existence,  which  relations  thns  anspiciondj 
commenced  have  continued  down  to  the  present  time  through  our  last  great  struggle,  fought  for 
constitutional  goven^pnent  against  treason,  anarchy,  and  rebellion. 

Other  nations  have  at  times  felt  themselves  compelled  to  resort  to  the  arbitrament  of  war 
for  the  settlement  of  their  international  difficulties,  but  with  Spain  and  the  United  States  tb« 
re<)Uirements  ol  reason,  justice,  and  public  law  have  been  found  sufficient  for  the  peaceable 
adjustment  of  any  questions  which  mav  have  arisen  between  them. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  Uie  hope  that  by  a  prompt  and  careful  observance  of 
every  duty  and  courtesy  which  a  ^reat  nation  may  expect  from  the  representative  of  a 
friendly  power,  I  may  succeed  in  rendering  myself  so  acceptable  to  your  Majesty  that  I  may 
in  some  humble  degree  be  instrumental  in  promoting  the  peace,  boner,  ana  welfare  of  botn 
nations. 

I  now  place  the  letter  of  the  President  in  your  Majesty's  hands,  with  the  expression  of 
sincere  wishes  for  the  continued  health,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  your  Majesty,  and  of  all 
your  royal  family. 


B. 

MnnsTERUL  Department  of  State. 

Mr.  Minister:  I  receive  with  satisfaction  the  letter  which  you  have  iust  delivered  to  me, 
in  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  informs  me  that  he  has  appointed  you 
his  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near  my  person. 

I  am  truly  grateful  for  the  wishes  of  the  American  government  and  people  to  streng^tben 
and  perpetuate  the  bonds  of  friendship  which  have  always  existed  between  the  two  nations. 
These  wishes  are  also  mine;  and  when  I  consider  that  these  relations  of  mutual  good  feeling 
and  friendship  are  already  as  old  as  the  existence  of  the  republic,  and  that  during  this  lon^ 
period  reason,  justice,  and  right  have  proved  sufficient  to  ^ve  a  peaceful  solution  to  all  ques- 
tions between  the  two  nations,  I  cannot  do  less  than  chensh  the  pleasing  hope  that  the  t^o 
nations  are  destined  b^  Providence  to  be  perpetual  friends  and  alhes. 

I  beg  you,  Mr.  Minister,  to  be  the  interpreter  of  these  my  sentiments  to  the  President  of 
the  republic  assuring  him  with  how  great  saltisfaction  I  have  seen  the  termmation  of  the 
terrible  struggle  which  the  American  people  have  sustained  with  glory,  and  how  sincere  is 
my  desire  that  the  peace  now  happily  established  may  completely  enace  the  footmarks  of  the 
past  contest. 

As  to  yourself,  Mr.  Minister,  be  assured  that  the  choice  inrhich  the  President  has  made  of 
your  person  to  reside  at  my  court  is  very  pleasing  to  me. 

The  manifestations  which  vou  have  made,  and  the  expressions  you  have  addressed  to  me, 
cause  me  to  expect  with  couhdence  that  during  your  mission,  and  with  the  loyal  co-operation 
of  my  government,  the  ties  of  amity  which  unite  the  two  peoples  will,  if  possible,  be  still  frir- 
ther  strengthened. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 

No.  111.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingUm,  Ottober  2,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  Have  received  your  despatch  of  September  11,  in  which  you  report  to 
me  the  decision  which  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  has  made  to  modify 
the  terms  heretofore  proposed  in  its  controversy  with  the  government  of  Chili. 
I  have  conferred  on  the  subject  with  Mr,  Asta  Buruaga,  and  he  will  write  to  hid 
government,  but  I  do  not  understand  that  he  will  be  prepared  to  advise  anything 

imatenal  to  the  situation. 

The  controversy  between  Spain  and  Chili  seems  to  be  capable  of  being  re- 

^  duced  to  a  point  of  honor,  and  on  such  a  question  susceptibilities  which  must  be 
respected  render  an  apt  fHendly  intervention  difficult  and  ineffectual.     Of  course 

J  could  not  undertake  on  behalf  of  this  government  to  discuss  so  delicate  a  ques- 
tion, existing  between  equally  friendly  states^  But  I  can  say,  I  hope,  without 
impropriety,  to  both  of  them,  that  the  interest  of  each  seems  to  us  to  require  at 
this  time,  in  an  especial  manner,  peace  and  good  foreign  relations ;  that  the 
feelings  of  the  United  States  in  the  present  juncture  incline  them  to  desire  strong- 
ly an  abatement  of  die  evils  of  war  and  of  faction  in  this  hemisphere,  and  to 
contribute  whatever  may  be  in  their  power  to  the  peaceful  progress  of  Spain  and 
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of  Chill.  I  am  fiillj  prepared  to  say  that  in  tbe  jadgment  of  the  United  States, 
and,  as  I  believe,  in  the  judgment  of  all  nations,  neither  Spain  nor  Chili  needs  to 
muke  any  new  e£fbrt  or  incur  any  sacrifice  to  establish  the  highest  possible 
character  for  chivalrous  honor  and  digtiity.  Under  these  circumstances  I  can* 
not  but  believe  that  the  two  great  people  could  adjust  the  existing  difficulty  by 
a  diplomatic  process  to  their  mutual  and  common  satisfaction. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  Sgc.,  ifc^  Madrid, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Hale, 

No.  7.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  30,  1865. 
Sir:  Mr.  Perry's  despatch  of  September  19,  No.  221,  has  been  received. 
His  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  misunderstanding  which  exists  between  Spain 
and  Chili  seem  to  me  to  have  been  altogether  judicious  and  discreet,  and  they 
are  approved.  We  are  without  any  recent  advices  upon  the  subject  from  Chili. 
Our  solicitude  about  the  affair  continues  unabated,  and  our  good  offices  to  serve 
peace  will  not  be  remitted. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  4«.»  ^c,  Madrid. 


Mr,  Sctoard  to  Mr,  Hale, 

No.  8.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  despatches  Nos.  4  and  5,  of  October  1  and  10,  respectively,  and  one 
of  October  10,  without  number,  have  been  received,  and  they  will  have  due 
attention. 

Tour  despatch  of  October  10,  upon  the  subject  of  a  postal  convention  between 
the  United  States  and  Spaia,  has  oeen  submitted  to  the  Postmaster  General  for 
his  consideration. 

The  subject  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  Pelican,  and  other  property,  lately  belonging 
to  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  is  under  consideration  here,  and  further 
instructions  in  regard  to  it  will  be  sent  to  you.  If  Mr.  Bermudez  de  Castro 
should  make  any  reply  to  your  note,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  your  No.  5, 
it  is  desired  that  you  should  delay  a  rejoinder  until  you  slikll  have  received  those 
instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

John  P.  Hale,  Esq.,  ^v.,  ^.,  Madrid, 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Tassara, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  21,  1864. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
submit,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Tassara,  the  accompanyiug  copy  of  a  despatch 
to  this  department,  of  the  13th  instant,  irom  the  United  States  consul  at  Hall- 
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fax,  relative  to  a  rebel  organization  for  the  pnrpose  of  seizing,  phmdermg,  and 
destroying  American  steamers  and  other  vessels  at  different  points  on  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  coasts,  and  on  the  upper  lakes.  It  is  stated,  as  Mr.  Tasaam 
will  perceive,  that  the  base  of  operation^  and  headquarters  of  these  desperadoes 
will  nereafter  be  at  Havana. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  renewed  assurances  ef  his  verj  faigk 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seaor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^,,  ijc,,  ifc. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

No.  141.]        Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  op  America  at  Halifax,  N.  S., 

December  13,  1864» 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  orgamzation  of  rebels  has  been 
formed,  consisting  of  at  least  three  hundred  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  seiziDg, 
plundering,  destroying,  and,  where  practicable,  appropriating  American  steauiers 
and  other  vessels  at  different  points  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  and 
on  the  upper  lakes.  ^ 

The  main  object  of  these  pirates  will  be  to  seize  vessels  having  large  amounts 
of  money  on  board. 

This  body  of  desperadoes  will  separate  in  smaller  parties  and  operate  at  dif- 
ferent points. 

Their  base  of  operations  and  headquarters  will  hereafter  be  at  Havana,  at  which 
place  they  will  be  supplied  with  money  and  such  arms  and  other  means  as  may 
be  necessary  to  facilitate  their  operations. 

A  portion  of  the  company  will  probably  remain  at  Havana;  another  portion 
will  proceed  from  Havana  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  another  portion  will  go  to  Califor- 
nia for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  and  seizing  the  Pacific  mail  steamers.  Thoso 
steamers  carrying  the  largest  amounts  of  money  will  be  the  special  objects  of 
attack. 

Several  persons  belonging  td  the  organization  have  commissions  from  the 
rebel  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Some  of  the  partes  coni^ected  with  this  pfratical  gang  left  here  last  week  in 
the  steamer  Acadies,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and  Havana,  and  which  steamer, 
it  is  said,  will  proceed  from  Havana  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Lieutenant  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders,  and  who  was  connected  with  the 
seizure  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Itoanoke,  and  has  a  commission  from  the  rebel 
government,  was  here  two  or  three  days  ago  in  disguise,  and  left  under  an  as- 
sumed name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau. 

McDonald,  who  waQ  connected  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake, 
is  said  to  be  in  Canada  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
^^  •  1  M.  M.  JACKSON,  United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Sewa?d. 
[Translation.  ] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  Decemb&  22,  1864. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which,  under  date  of 
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^terday,  tbe  honorable  Secretarj  of  State  has  addressed  to  him,  transmitting 
a  copy  of  the  despatch  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Halifax  about  a 
^an  for  captoring  merchant  vessels  of  this  country  at  different  points  on  the 
Pacific  coasts  as  well  as  on  the  lakes,  whose  base  of  operatiokis,  as  well  as  prin* 
cipal  centre,  is  supposed  to  be  at  Havana. 

The  tmdersignecl  will  give  an  account  of  the  matter,  by  the  steamer  of  the 
day  after  to-morrow,  to  the  captain  general  of  puba ;  and  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  may  be  assured  that  authority  will  take  measures  to  ascertain  the 
foundation  of  this  plan,  and  that  if  in  fact  there  be  any,  all  the  means  in  his 
reach  will  be  employed  to  frustrate  it,  so  for  as  the  jurisdiction  of  Cuba  reaches. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States  tbe  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSAEA. 

Hon.  Sbcbbtary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  3fc.,  ^.,  S(c. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 

(^Translation. — ^Extract.] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington^  January  16,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  the  honor  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
the  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  the  5th  instaot,  which  he  has  received  from 
the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  in  answer  to  him  about  the  business  of  the  scheme, 
denounced  through  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Halifax,  for  capturing 
vessels  of  this  country  at  different  points  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  to  which 
the  note  of  2l8t  December  from  your  department  refers. 

As  the  honorable  Secretary  will  see,  at  the  moment  when  the  communication 
from  this  legation  was  received  at  Cuba  the  captain  general  sent  the  secretary 
of  that  government  to  say  to  the  consul  of  the  Uniteid  States  that  at  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  night  he  would  find  him  ready  to  listen  tb  any  revelation  he 
might  have  to  make  to  him,  continuing  besides  to  make  investigations,  and  sea- 
sonably communicating  results.  #  #  #  # 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  may,  therefore,  rest  assured  that  if,  in  fact, 
the  existence  of  any  similar  scheme  to  thai;  now  mentioned  should  be  ascer- 
tained, they,  said  authorities,  will  do  all  they  should  to  frustrate  it,  so  far  as 
their  jurisdiction  reaches. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  S^c,  ^.,  ifc. 


[  Translation. — ^Extract.  ] 

ffUPERIOR  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT   OP   THE  EVER  PAITHPUL  ISLAND  OP   CUBA.— POLITICAL 

'  BUREAU. 

Your  Excellency:  I  am  informed  by  the  lettftr  from  your  excellency,  No.  42,  dated  25th 
December  last,  in  refeFence;to  the  existence  of  a  plan  supposed  to  be  formed  by  confederate 
agents,  which  is  denounced  by  the  consul  of  the  uriited  States  at  Halifax,  for  the  capture  of 
merchant  vessels  of  that  nation,  especially  those  which  carry  treasure. 

Whenever  the  consul  of  that  nation  at  this  place  has  had  recourse  to  my  authority,  that  I 
might  extend  to  him  aid  or  protection,  he  has  found  me  disposed  to  cause,  as  is  the  will  of 
our  government,  the  most  strict  neutrality  to  be  respected.  But  by  reason  of  the  coramuni- 
eatiim  from  your  excellency,  I  directed  the  secretary  of  this  superior  political  government  to 
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have  a  persooal  interriew  with  the  eonsal  of  the  United  Statea,  makine  known  to  him  in  mr- 
name  that  whenever  he  might  have  the  slightest  advices  of  any  act  which  might  be  contem- 
plated to  contravene  the  neutrality  mentioned,  he  should  immediately  advise  me  of  it, 
although  it  should  be  in  the  hours  dedicated  to  the  repose  of  night,  assured  that  the  com- 
plaint  would  be  always  attended  to-— demonstrating  to  him  by  my  arrangemeats  the  good 
faith  which  inspires  our  government  in  favor  of  our  international  relations.       •        •        • 

God  and  liberty.    Habana,  January  5,  1865. 

DOMINGO  DULCE. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  op  her  Majesty,  at  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara. 

,  Departmkivt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  January  20,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Tassara's  note  of  the  16th  instant,  and  to  ex- 
press his  satisfaction  with  the  assurances  given  by  Mr.  Tassara,  as  well  as  by 
the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  a  copy  of  whose  communication  upon  the  subject 
accompanied  the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara,  that  proper  efforts  will  be  made  by  her 
Catholic  Majesty's  autborit^ies  jn  the  island  of  Cuba  to  frustrate,  within  their 
jurisdiction,  insurgent  schemes  similar  to  that  to  which  attention  was  called  in 
the  note  addressed  by  the  undersigned  to  Mr.  Tassara  on  the  21st  ultimo,  hav- 
ing for  their  object  the  seizure,  plunder,  and  destruction  of  Amerioan  steamers 
and  other  vessels. 

Accepting  these  gratifying  declarations  with  the  implicit  confidence  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  the  undersigned  avaihs  himself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  MLr. 
Tassara  renewed  assurances  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^.,  WaskingUm. 


Mr.  HufUer  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

DKP.ARTMBNT   OP   StATR, 

Washington,  May  6,  1865. 

The  undersigned.  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  tbe 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Tassara's  note  of  the  3d  instant,  and 
to  inform  him,  in  reply,  that  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  sympathy,  which  ac- 
companied it,  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Spanish  residents  of  New  York,  will, 
pursuant  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Tassara,  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  late 
President  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  T^sara  renewed  assurances  of  bis  very  high 
consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 

Se&or  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  v  Tassara,  ifc.,  Washington. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  Spain  a*t  Washington, 

Washington,  May  10,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  re- 
ceived from  the  captain  general  oi  Cuba  a  communication,  in  which,  referring 
to  tbe  horrible  assassination  of  President  Lmcoln,  and  to  the  attempt  committed 
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on  the  perton  of  tbe  honorable  Secretaiy  of  State,  Mr.  William  H.  Seward, 
and  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seward,  he  says  to  me  what  follows : 

"  I  ask  yon  to  please  express  to  Mr.  Seward  my  sorrow,  as  governor  of  this 
.  island,  and  as  an  individual,  for  these  calamities,  and  the  vows  I  address  to  the 
Almighty  for  the  prompt  recovery  of  himself  and  son,  informing ,  him  at  the 
same  time  of  the  general  indignation  which  has  been  caused  by  the  outrage  on 
the  President  of  the  republic  and  himself,  and  that  I  await  with  anxiety  news 
of  his  recovery." 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  bring  this  to  the  knowledge  of  the  honor* 
able  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim^  asking  that  on  his  part  he  will  please  to  in- 
form Mr.  Seward  of  it,  with  similar  expressions  on  the  part  of  the  undersigned. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Acting 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr,  Tassara*  ^ 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  May  12,  1865. 
The  undersigned.  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowlede  the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Tassara, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  on  the  10th  instant,  transmitting 
an  extract  of  a  communication  received  by  him  from  the  captain  general  of  Guba 
relative  to  the  sad  occurences  of  the  14th  ultimo. 

The  sympathy  manifested  by  his  excellency  the  captain  general,  as  well  as 
by  Mr.  Tassara,  is  fully  and  gratefully  appreciated,  and  the  undersigned  has 
the  hoDor  to  request  Mr.  Tassara  to  make  this  known  to  his  excellency. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  on  this  occasion  renewed  assurances 
of  his  highest  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 

Seftor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc,,  Sfc^  Washington. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  17,  18G5. 

Sir  :  It  is  undersood  by  this  department  that  the  insurgent  ram  Stonewall* 
which  was  recently  at  the  port  of  Nassau,  started  thence  with  the  intention  of 
proceeding  to  Havana,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  further  supplies  in 
order  that  she  might  continue  the  prosecution  of  piratical  ravages  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  The  President  hopes,  however,  that  his  ei^cellency 
the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  in  view  of  the  recent  sudden  and  great  change  of  af* 
fairs  in  this  country,  by  which  insurgent  resistance  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  may  be  considered  as  virtually  at' an  end,  may  deem  himself 
warranted  in  refusing  to  comply  with  any  application  on  behalf  of  the  Stone- 
wall for  that  purpose.  If,  however,  that  functionary  should  pursue  a  different 
course  owing  to  a  failure  to  appreciate  the  change  of  circumstances  in  this 
country  adverted  to,  or  from  any  opinion  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
await  mstructions  from  Madrid,  such  a  decision  would  be  much  regretted  by  this 
government. 
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It  is  desirable  tliat  70a  should  address  }iia  excellency  tbe  captain  general  of 
Cuba  on  this  subject,  and  communicate  to  him  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  10th  instant. 

At  the  same  time  you  may  inform  hipi  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  high  estimate 
which  is  entertained  here  of  his  prudence  and  justice  will  have  no  oecasios  to 
be  abated  by  a  continuance  of  hospitalities  to  insurgent  cruisers  in  the  ports  of 
that  island. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you  renewed  assurances  of  my 
highest  consideration.  ' 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretartf. 

SefiorDon  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^.,  8fc.  Washington. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seicard, 
[TransUtion.] 

Lbgation  of  Spain  at  Washingtow, 

Waskivigton,  May  18,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  yesterday,  17th,  of 
the  honorable  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  possible  arrival  of  the  Stone- 
wall at  the  Havana,  and  on  the  conduct  which  the  authorities  at  that  place 
would  observe  toward  her  in  consequence  of  the  President's  proclamation  of 
the  9  th  instant. 

According  to  the  latest  news  the  Stonewall  had  in  fact  arrived  at  Havana  on 
the  11th  instant.  The  undersigned  nevertheless  does  not  officially  know  the 
circumstances  of  her  arrival ;  as  little  also  he  knows,  except  unofficially,  of  the 
President's  proclamation  to  which  the  note  refers. 

However  the  matter  may  be,  the  change  which  in  a  brief  time  this  country 
has  experienced  is,  in  effect,  as  notorious  as  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
asserts,  and  the  supreme  authority  of  Cuba,  to  whose  wisdom  and  justice  such 
worthy  tribute  is  rendered  on  this  occasion,  will  act  certainly  with  the  like  wis- 
dom and  justice,  as  constantly  has  guided  it  in  its  conduct  toward  the  United 
States. 

It  is  nevertheless  equally  notorious  that,  by  reason  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
movement  of  events,  the  official  and  international  position  of  the  maritime  pow- 
ers of  Europe  towards  this  country  has  not  experienced  nor  even  could  experi- 
ence as  yet  the  same  variation,  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  admits 
this  explicitly  in  presuming  that  in  the  present  case  the  supreme  authority  in 
Cuba  will  not  be  able  to  set  aside  the  instructions  which  it  has,  until  it  may  re- 
ceive othei'  fresh  ones  from  her  Majesty's  government. 

In  the  situation,  and  whatever  may  be  the  conduct  which  in  the  circle  of  in- 
ternational principles  may  be  observed  in  Cuba  towards  the  Stonewall,  the  un- 
dersigned has  the  right  to  hope  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  wiH 
keep  before  it  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  honorable  Secretary  <^ 
State  having  cause  to  be  well  assured  that  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  will  not 
now  falsify  the  favorable  opinion  he  deserves,  for  the  friendly  disposition  of 
which  he  has  given  proof  in  everything  connected  with  the  relations  with  this 
country. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reitemte  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSAEA. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  State  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Tassara, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  21,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  received 
the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty,  of  the  18th  instant,  with  reference  to  the  insurgent  ram 
Stonewal^,  which,  pursuant  to  the  latest  intelligence,  was  harhored  at  Havana, 
in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

While  making  due  allowance  for  the  consideration  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
important  events  have  succeeded  each  other,  as  Mr.  Tassara  Jias  so  judiciously 
remarked,  adverse  to  the  parties  in  whose  behalf  the  Stonewall  has  gone  forth 
to  ravage  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  nevertheless  the  undersigned  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  regret  that  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government,  after 
having,  as  is  believed,  as  long  ago  as  the  ISth  of  April  last,  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  views  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  with  reference  to  the 
shelter,  repairs,  and  supplies  which  were  fornished  to  that  vessel  at  Ferrol, 
should  not  have  appreciated  the  sensibilitv  of  this  government  enough  to  have 
taken  measures  towards  thwarting  her,  at  least,  in  seeking  similar  hospitality  in 
other  Spanish  ports.  If,  as  is  believed,  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  was 
well  informed  of  the  course  of  events  in  this  quarter,  that  information  would, 
even  while  the  Stonewall  was  at  Ferrol,  have  not  only  justified,. but,  in  tho 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  might  have  incited  that  government  to  give  signal 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  its  regard  to  the  United  States  by  requiring  its  authori- 
ties in  other  quarters  to  refuse  to  receive  or  to  entertain  that  vesse).  Contrary^ 
however,  to  this  just  expectation,  the  Stonewall  subsequently  proceeded  to  Ten- 
eriffe,  where  also  she  was  hospitably  received,  and  afterwards  went  to  Havana, 
her  last  known  place  of  refuge. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  facts  that  the  persons  calling 
themselves  president,  vice-president,  and  president  of  the  senate  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States,  are  now  held  as  prisoners  by  this  government,  and  that  thereby, 
in  connexion  with  other  recent  well  known  occurrences,  all  pretence  of  belliger- 
ent rights  has  been  swept  away  from  the  authority  which  they  claim  to  repre- 
sent,- the  undersigned  is  directed  to  announce  to  her  Catholic  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  all  other  parties  concerned,  that  if  after  this  communication 
may  be  delivered,  and  shall  have  reached  the  government  of  Spain,  or  of  any 
of  her  dependencies,  the  Stonewall  or  any  other  war  vessel  flaunting  the  flag  of 
the  insurgents  of  this  country  shall  be  received  or  allowed  to  remain  in  Spanish 
ports  or  waters,  with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  authorities  of  those  ports, 
henceforth  no  naval  vessel  of  Spain  will  be  received  in  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  and  this  government  will  deem  itself  warranted  in  taking  all  the  measures 
"which  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  United  States  demand,  by  ordering  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  insurgent  vessels  aforesaid,  as  the  nature  of  the  occasion  and  its  exi- 
gencies might  require. 

Always  desiring  to  preserve  peace  with  Spain,  this  government  cannot  but 
foresee  that  the  toleration  extended  and  conferred  towards  pirates  may  result  in 
deplomble  differences  and  collisions. 

Mr.  Tassara,  however,  as  well  as  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government,  are 
requested  to  understand  that  the  determination  of  this  government  now  herein 
announced  does  not  imply  or  import  any  hostilitv^  or  even  any  unfriendliness, 
towards  Spain.  On  the  contrary,  the  course  which  it  is  thus  announced  will 
hereafter  be  adopted  and  pursued  in  relation  to  Spain  will  also  be  adopted  in 
regard  to  any  maritime  power  that,  under  the  circumstances  indicated,  shall  at 
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any  time  hereafter  afford  shelter,  harbor,  or  protection  to  piratical  vesBels  engaged 
in  destroying  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Tassara  a 
renewed  assurance  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 
I   Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^.,  4^.,  Washington,  J>.  C 


Mr,  Tasiara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washing  tan.  May  22,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiaiy  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  re- 
ceived the  note  which  under  this  date  has  been  addressed  to  him  by  the 
Department  of  State,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Stonewall  at  Havana,  with  the  more 
astonishment,  because  the  explanations  which  he  had  on  the  17th  instant  with 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  were  of  the  most  friendly  nature. 

Deferring  to  the  care  of  her  Majesty's  government  the  answer  to  this  noto 
in  general,  the  undersigned  nevertheless  believes  himself  to  be  authorized  at 
once  to  take  notice  of  the  following  paragraph : 

*'  The  undersigned  (says  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim)  is 
directed  to  announce  to  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  as  well  as  to  all 
other  parties  concerned,  that  if  after  this  communication  may  be  delivered,  and 
shall  nave  reached  the  'government  of  Spain,  or  of  any  of  her  dependencies, 
the  Stonewall  or  any  other  war  vessel  flaunting  the  flag  of  the  insurgents  in 
this  country  shall  be  received  or  allowed  to  remain  in  Spanish  ports  or  waters, 
with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  authorities  of  those  ports,  thenceforth  no 
naval  vessel  of  Spain  will  be  received  in  a  port  of  the  United  States,  and  this 
government  will  deem  itself  warranted  in  taking  all  the  measures  which  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  United  States  demand,  by  ordering  the  destruction  of 
the  insurgent  vessels  aforesaid,  as  the  nature  of  the  occasion  and  its  exigen- 
cies might  require." 

To  which  the  undersigned  will  reply  : 

1st  That  in  what  relates  to  the  dependencies  of  Spain,  their  authorities  re- 
ceive orders  from  the  government  of  Spain,  and  not  from  this  legation. 

2d.  That  the  pretension  which  is  set  forth  in  the  note,  that  no  vessel  of  the 
heretofore  called  Confederate  States  be  received  or  permitted  to  remain  in  Span- 
ish ports  is  in  flagrant  contradiction  of  the  tenor  of  the  anterior  notes  of  17th 
instant,  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  ad  interim  himself,  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  which  he  says  to  the  Undersigned  what  follows  : 

*'You  may  inform  him  (the  captain  general)  that  it  is  hoped  the  high 
estimate  which  is  entertained  here  of  his  prudence  and  justice  will  have  no 
occasion  to  be  abated  by  a  continuance  of  hospitality  to  insurgent  cruisers  in 
the  ports  of  that  island." 

da.  In  fine,  that  although  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  follow  and  de- 
stroy insurgent  vessels  is  notorious,  it  is  no  less  so  that  the  right  can  only  be 
exercified  within  the  limitations  of  maritime  and  international  law. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  tiiis  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  'honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  ad  interim  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration.  ^ 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Tassara. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Was/iington,  May  29,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  Mr,  Tassara's  note  of  the  22d  instant,  relative  to  the  arrival  at 
Havana  of  the  insurgent  ram  Stonewall ;  and  to  offer  to  him  on  this  occasion 
renewed  assurances  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 
Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  v  Tassara,  Sfc.,  Sfc^  Waihington* 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

[TraiMlation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  to  the  United  States, 

New  York,  June  2,  1865. 

The  undereiened,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  re- 
ceived at  New  York,  where  he  is  for  the  time  being,  the  note  which,  on  the  30th 
May,  the  honorable  Acting  Secretary  of  State  pleased  to  address  to  him,  claim- 
ing the  Stonewall,  whose  rendition,  in  effect,  has  been  officially  communicated 
to  him  by  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  and  will  transmit  said  note  to  his  govern- 
ment, that  it  may  determine  on  the  affiur. 

The  undersigned  offers  on  the  occasion  to  the  honorable  Acting  Secretary  of 
State  reiterated  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSABA. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter, 

Acting  Sef^retary  of  State,  8fc.,  ifc.,  ifc^ 


Mr.  Tassa^ra  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  in  Washington, 

Washington,  July  14,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  that, 
agreeably  to  official  communications  which  he  has  received  from  Madrid,  the 
order  has  been  given  to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  to  deliver  the  war  .vessel 
Stonewall  to  the  person  whom  the  governmint  of  the  United  States  may  com- 
mission for  that  purpose,  the  due  formalities  intervening. 

In  this  action  the  government  of  her  Majesty  judges  that  the  reasons  adduced 
in  the  note  of  the  30th  of  May  last,  from  your  department,  are  not  sufficient  to 
found  the  right  of  re-vindication  which  that  of  the  United  States  believes  it  has 
over  the  forementioned  vessel.  Animated,  nevertheless,  by  the  same  noble  and 
loyal  sentiments  which  it  has  shown  during  the  four  years  of  the  war,  happily 
terminated  in  this  country,  it  omits  entering  into  a  discussion  without  object, 
'  and  the  Stonewall  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

With  reference  to  the  security  for  the  expenses  to  the  commander  of  the 
Stonewall  of  sixteen  thousand  hard  dollars,  which  sum,  having  been  considered 
as  the  sole  and  special  cause  of  the  surrender  of  the  vessel,  it  is  to  be  believed 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  not  refuse  to  reimburse  it,  it  be- 
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ing  nnderstood,  nevertbelees,  tbafe  this  is  not  a  condition  for  tbe  deliveiy  of  the 
Stonewall,  which  delivery  is,  and  most  be  considered,  absolutely  unconditional. 
Tbe  undersigned  avails  himself  of  tbis  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 
The  Hon.  Sbcretaty  of  State 

of  the  United  States,  4^.,  tfc.t  ifc. 


Mr,  Sacard  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtoih  July  17,  1866. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  tbe  honor  to 
acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  tbe  14tb  in- 
stant by  Mr.  Tassara,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  tbe  Queen  of  Spain.  In  that 
note  Mr.  Tassara  informed  tbe  undersigned  tbat  her  Catholic  Majesty  has 
ordered  that  tbe  armed  steam  vessel  called  tbe  Stonewall,  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  previous  correspondence  between  the  two  countries,  shall  be  de- 
livered up  to  tbe  government  of  tbe  United  States,  and  tbat  this  decision  had 
been  made  with  a  waiver  of  discussion  upon  tbe  question  whether  the  demand 
of  the  United  States  could  be  maintained  upon  strict  principles  of  international 
law.  Mr.  Tassara  has  been  pleased,  also,  to  assure  tbe  undersigned  tbat  the 
surrender  bas  been  ordered  on  the  ground  of  tbe  mutual  good  will  which  has 
happilv  prevailed  between  tbe  two  countries  during  tbe  period  of  tbe  insurrec- 
tion which  bas  heretofore  so  greatly  disturbed  tbe  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  many  of  tbe  foreign  powers.  The  undersigned  is  still  further  informed 
that  while  Spain  will  receive  from  the  United  States,  aB  they  have  heretofore 
offered  to  pay,  an  indemnity  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  of  tbe 
expenses  which  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  incurred  in  obtaining  possession  of 
the  Stonewall,  yet  tbat  tbe  surrender  is  tendered  without  making  it  dependent 
upon  such  reimbursement  as  a  condition. 

Mr.  Tassara's  communication  has  been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  tbe  undersigned  has  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  Mr.  Tassara 
that  orders  will  be  promptly  given  for  tbe  bringing  away  of  the  Stonewall  from, 
Havana,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars  to 
the  Spanish  government.  It  only  remains  to  be  added  that  this  government 
appreciates  equally  the  promptness,  tbe  liberality,  and  the  courtesy  which  have 
marked  tbe  proceedings  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  on  tbis  interest- 
ing subject,  and  tbat  these  proceedings  will  have  a  strong  tendency  to  confurm 
and  perpetuate  tbe  ancient  and  traditional  friendship  of  tbe  two  nations. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  rf  tbis  occasion  to  offer  Mr.  Tassara  renewed 
assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^.,  ^v.,  IVasIiington. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr,  Tassara. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  14tb  instant,  announcing  tbat  orders  have 
been  given  by  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government  for  the  delivery  of  the  insur- 
gent ram  Stonewall  to  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
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a  copy  of  a  letter  upon  the  subject,  wbicli  has  been  addressed  to  this  department 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  a  transcript  of  your  note  was  submitted 
by  me. 

It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  found  convenient  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  retention  of  the  ram  at  Havana  until  the 
ensuing  autumn. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
SeSor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara  S^c,,  ifc.,  Washington. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  JtUy  20,  1865. 
8ni :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  en- 
closing a  cop7  of  a  note  addressed  to  yon  on  the  I4th  instant  by  Mr.  Tassara,  the  Spanish 
minister,  announcing  that  orders  have  been  given  by  his  government  for  the  delivery  of  the 
insurgent  ram  Stonewall  to  the  United  States. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  at  Havana,  it  would  seem  injudicious  to  remove  the 
Stonewall  at  this  time  and  bring  her  to  a  port  of  the  United  States.  I  have  therefore  to  suggest 
that  a  request  be  made  for  the  retention  of  the  ram  at  Havana  until  fall,  if  it  can  be  con- 
veniently done,  when  she  will  be  sent  for  and  brought  to  a  northern  port.  If  her  retention 
would  not  be  convenient,  the  department  is  ready  to  despatch  a  vessel  for  her  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  v 

QIDEON  WELLES,  Sficretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.  ] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  WASHrNOTorv, 

Washington,  August  11,  1865. 
The  nndersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the- 
bonpr  to  slate  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that,  ac- 
cording to  a  communication  he  has  received  from  the  captain  general  of  Cuba, 
there  is  no  inconvenience  on  his  part  to  the  Stonewall  remaining  at  Havana 
till  the  approaching  autumn,  continuing  at  the  arsenal,  as  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary desired  by  his  note  of  22d  July  last  past. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  State  of  the  United  States,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr,  Tassara, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  4,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara,  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
relating  to  the  late  insurgent  ram  Stonewall,  at  Havana,  and  to  state,  in  reply, 
that  the  facts  communicated  therein  have  been  made  known  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  assurances  of  his  highest  considera- 
tion. 

W.  HUNTER. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^.,  ^.,  Washington.    ^r\ci\o 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Ta$$ara. 

Department  of  State, 

WcLshington^  October  5,  1865. 

Tbe  undersigned,  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  c(^nimunicate  to  IVIr.  Tassara,  her  Catholic  Majesty's  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  of  yes- 
terday's date  from  the  Secretary  of  th^  Navy,  announcing  his  purpose  to  de- 
spatch a  steamer  to  Havana,  about  the  20th  of  this  month,  to  bring  the  Stone- 
wall to  the  United  States.  He  also  suggests  an  inquiry  relative  to  the  surren- 
dering of  the  Harriet  Lane,  a  vessel  belonging  to  this  government,  which  had 
been  seized  and  held  by  the  insurgents,  or  pther  property  recently  in  possession 
of  the  rebel  government,  that  may  be  in  the  waters  of  Cuba.  The  under- 
signed has  the  honor  to  request  Mr.  Tassara  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excel'* 
lency  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Tne  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  assurances  of  his  highest  considera- 
tion. 

W.  HUNTER. 

Sefior  Don  Gabbibl  Garcia  y  Tassara,  4^.,  ^.,  Washington.  * 


Iff.  Wdles  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

WashingUm,  October  4,  1865. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  it  is  proposed  by  this  department  to  despatch  a 
steamer  to  Havana,  abont  tbe  20th  of  this  month,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  Stonewall 
to  the  United  States.  In  informing  you  of  this  purpose,  I  tase  occasion  to  suggest  that  an 
inquiry  be  made  of  the  Spanish  minister  at  Washington,  whether  the  Harriet  Lane,  a  vessel 
belonging  to  this  government,  which  had  been  seized  and  held  by  the  rebels,  or  other 

groperty  recently  in  the  possession  of  the  rebel  government,  that  may  be  in  the'  waters  of 
'uba,  will  be  surrendered  to  the  United  States  at  the  same  drae.    If  so,  arrangements  can 
'be  made  for  the  removal  of  the  same  to  some  one  of  ouf  own  ports.    The  Harriet  Lane 
you  will  remember  as  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  States  navy  and  captured  by  the  in- 
surgents at  Galveston,  Texas. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navjf. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qf  State, 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seioard. 
[Translation.  ] 

Legation  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washingtonf  October  7,  1865. 
The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  had 
the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  the  5th  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State 
ad  interim,  with  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  4th  from  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  announcing  that  about  the  20th  of  this  month  a  United 
States  steamer  will  proceed  to  Havana  to  take  charge  of  the  Stonewall,  and 
intpiiring  from  the  undersigned  "  whether  the  Harriet  Lane,  a  vessel  belonging 
to  this  government,  which  the  rebels  had  taken  and  kept  in  their  power,  or  any 
other  property  until  very  lately  in  possession  of  the  rebel  government,  which 
might  happen  to  be  in  the  waters  of  Cuba^  will  be  delivered  at  the  same  time  to 
the  United  States." 
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As  for  tho  Stonewall,  considering  the  satisfactory  correspondence  which  has 
passed  on  the  subject,  and  the  points  agreed  upon  between  the  two  govem- 
ments,  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  present 
himself  at  the  Havana,  and  the  Stonewall  will  be  delivered  to  him  bj  th^  an- 
thorities. 

However,  as  to  what  affects  the  Harriet  Lane,  or  any  other  vessel  or  property 
of 'like  origin,  which  through  any  event  may  now  be  found  in  the  waters  of 
Cuba,  the  undersigned  not  only  cannot  answer  that  it  may  also  be  delivered, 
but  that,  such  as  the  case  appears,  he  does  not  comprehend  what  kind  of  juris- 
diction the  authorities  of  Cuba  could  have  to  do  thus.  Whatever  may  be  the  ori- 
gin of  said  vessel  or  property,  and  Whatever  the  understanding  under  which 
3iey  are  in  the  waters  of  Cuba,  the  questions  which  may  now  be  raised  about 
them  must  belong  to  the  jurisdiction* of  the  courts.*  To  them  the  government 
of  the  United  States  can  have  recourse,  assured  that  in  those  of  Cuba  justice 
will  be  done. 

The  undersigned  regrets  the  more  that  he  cannot  give  other  answers,  because 
the  more  manifest  has  been  the  good  will  of  the  Spanish  government  in  the 
affair  of  the  Stonewall,  in  renouncing  at  once  every  question,  and  thus  giving  a 
proof  of  its  friendship  for  that  of  the  United  States. 

What  is  allowed  to  the  undersigned  to  do  is  to  remit  the  matter  to  the  captain 
general  of  Cuba,  that  he  may  examine  the  important  points,  reserving,  in  the  last 
case,  any  solution  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  fo  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Sfc.,  Sft.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Tassara, 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtany  October  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  this  date,  ad- 
dressed to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  subject  of  the 
insurgent  ram  Stonewall,  which  is  now  at  Havana  in  the  custody  of  her  Cath- 
olic Majesty's  authorities,  for  delivery  to  the  proper  officer  of  this  government. 
It  appears  that  the  United  States  steamers  Rhode  Island  and  Hornet,  the 
former  under  command   of  Alexander  Murray,  will  leave  here  on  Monday 
next  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  Stonewall.     Any  communication  which 
you  may  have  occasion  to  address  to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  on  the  sub- 
ject will  be  borne  by  Commander  Murray,  as  indicated  by  Mr.  Welles. 
I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Senor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassaka,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Washington. 


Mr.  WtUts  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Navy  Department,  Octobtr  21, 1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  subject  of  the  surrender  of  the  lam  Stonewall  to  the  United  States, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  accompanied 
hy  the  United  States  steamer  Hornet,  will  sail  from  Washington  on  Monday  next  for  Havana 
for  the  purpose  of  brinfinff  the  Stonewall  to  Washington. 

Commander  Alexanaer  Morrav,  commanding  the  Rhode  Island,  is  charged  with  the  doty 

of  receiving  the  Stonewall  from  tne  Spanish  government,  and  has  been  authorized  and  directed 

to  reimbarse  aU  reasonable  expenses  that  have  been  incurred  by  the  Spanish  authorities  in 

37  D  C  • 
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ooimexioD  with  the  surrender  and  custody  of  that  vessel,  amon^  them  the  item  of  sixteen 
thousand  dollars  referred  to  in  the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  14th  of  July  last,  and  communicated  to  this  department. 

As  you  may  wish  to  communicate  with  the  minister  of  Spain,  or  with  the  consul  general  of 
the  United  States  at  Havana,  with  regard  to  the  delivery  and  reception  of  the  Stonewall,  I 
advise  you  of  the  proposed  departure  of  the  Rhode  Island,  by  whicn  vessel  any  communica- 
tion that  you  or  the  Spanish  minister  may  have  to  send  to  Havana  can  be  transmitted. 

Commander  Murray^s  orders  have  reference  to  the  reception  of  the  Stonewall  only ;  and  if 
any  additional  instruction  from  you  to  the  consul  general,  or  from  the  Spanish  ministers  to 
the  authorities  at  Havana,  is  necessary  to  insure  the  delivery  to  Commander  Murray  of  the 
Stonewall,  it  should  be  sent  to  the  department  in  season  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Rhode  Island 
on  Monday  next. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Seeretarif  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  Hunter,      • 

Acting  Secretary  of  Slate. 


Mr,   Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  October  21,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  receive  the  note- of  this  date  from  the  department,  informing  him  that 
the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island  and  Hornet  are  about  to  depart  next 
Monday  from  this  port  to  go  to  Havana,  to  take  charge  of  the  Stonewall,  whose 
surrender  was  made  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  which  the  government  of 
her  Majesty  has  agreed  to  deliver  to  the  United  States,  and  that  Commander 
Alexander  Murray  will  be  the  bearer  of  any  communication  which  I  may  think 
proper  to  address  to  the  captain  general  on  the  subject. 

Annexed  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  find  a  despatch  for  the  au- 
thorities of  the  island,  giving  him  knowledge  of  the  commission  with  which  these 
vessels  go  charged,  and  introducing  their  commander. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  Sbcrbtarv  op  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  November  3,  1865. 

The  undersigne^,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  the  honoraole  Secretary  of  State  that  the  captain  general  of 
Cuba  received  his  note  of  the  5th  of  October,  from  the  department,  announcing 
the  intention  of  sending  a  United  States  vessel  to  Havana  to  take  charge  of  the 
Stonewall,  and  alluding  also  to  another  vessel,  the  Harriet  Lane,  previously 
seized  by  the  rebels  of  this  country  and  said  now  to  be  in  Cuban  waters. 

In  regard  to  the  Stonewall,  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  answers  on  the  21st 
that,  according  to  orders  from  the  government  of  her  Majesty ^t  would  be  de- 
livered to  any  one  presenting  himself  with  proper  authority,  which  most  likely 
was  done  when  Commander  Murray  appeared  at  Havana  with  the  Rhode  Island. 

As  to  the  Harriet  Lane,  the  captain  general  says  he  does  not  know  and  he 
believes  it  is  not  his  duty  to  inquire  where  she  is,  or  how  she  was  taken,  nor 
whether  she  was  sold  by  her  captors  or  exists  yet  under  another  name,  refeiring, 
on  this  point,  to  her  Majesty's  government.  ^  I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  579 

The  captain  general  forthermore  observes,  that  in  treating  of  an  act  which 
occurred,  in  any  case,  during  the  war  with  the  south,  and  which,  of  course, 
comes  under  the  head  of  neutrality,  any  question  that  may  arise  about  the  Harriet 
Lane,  through  private  negotiations  since  ner  capture,  must  be  decided  by  a  civil 
tribunal,  and  any  one  whom  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  empower 
to  bring  suit  in  our  courts  will  be  properly  received ;  and  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State  may  rest  assured  that  the  said  attorney  will  have  all  necessary 
aid  from  the  supreme  authorities  in  Cuba,  and  that  a  faithful  and  impartial 
decision  will  be  rendered  by  the  court. 

The  captain  general  adds  that  this  reclamation,  as  well  as  that  relating  to 
other  property  and  goods  of  the  same  origin,  referred  to  in  the  note  of  the  5th, 
may  have  no  other  foundation  than  various  other  reports  of  the  acting  consul 
general  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Savage — reports  of  no  better  foundation  than 
that  of  the  vessel  Maria  Agnes,  represented  to  have  on  board  a  cargo  of  con- 
federate arms,  which  goes  to  show  how  hastily  certain  falsehoods  are  dissemi-. 
nated. 

Finally,  the  captain  general  insists  that,  if  the  government  of  the  United  States 
thinks  there  is  a  good  reason  for  it,  an  attorney  be  appointed  to  bring  suits  iu  ' 
the  Cuban  courts ;  and  he  will  afford  all  possible  facilities,  as  he  has  always 
done,  to  every  application  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  State  of  the  United  States^  ^.,  ^- .  ^> 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  7,  1865. 

The  undersiened.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  de  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  upon  the  subject  of  the  steam- 
ship Harriet  Lane,  now  lying  in  the  port  of  Havana. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Tassara  that  the  matter 
will  receive  due  attention,  and  that  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  there 
has  been  empowered  to  set  on  foot  proceedings,  on  behalf  of  this  government, 
against  the  vessel  in  question  in  the  courts  of  Cuba. 

The  power  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  the  undersigned  will  thank  Mr.  Tassara 
to  attest  the  same  and  return  it  to  this  department. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Tassara  a 
renewed  assurance  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

SeHor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ip.,  ^.,  Washington. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TraDslation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  at  Washington, 

Washington,  November  15,  1865. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that 
he  has  received  despatches  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  Spanish  squadron 
in  the  Pacific,  General  Pareja,  according  to  which,  in  consequence  of  the  declara- 
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tion  of  war  against  Spain  by  the  government  of  Chili,  the  said  General  Pareja, 
acting  from  InBtructions,  had  declared  the  ports  of  that  republic  blockaded  from 
the  24th  of  September. 

The  undersigned,  judging  that  the  United  States  will  remain  neutral,  hopes 
the  honorable  Secretary,  on  his  part,  will  make  the  proper  declarations,  and  give 
suitable  orders  to  his  authorities,  to  prevent  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  or  the  arming  of  cruisera  in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  or  the  em- 
barcation  of  articles  contraband  of  war,  or  the  commission  against  Spain  of  any 
other  act  considered  by  the  common  law  of  nations  as  contrary  to  neutrality. 

Enclosed  the  honorable  Secretary  will  find  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given 
for  the  blockade. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  new  occasion  of  offering  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

GABRIEL  6.  TA8SARA. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  State  of  the  United  States,  SfCn  Sfc,,  4^. 


[Translation.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Pacific  Squadroh. 

Instrnctions  which  the  general  commanding  the  squadron  issues  to  be  strictly  observed  by 
the  commanders  of  the  vessels  which  compose  it. 

The  republic  of  Chili  being  declared  in  a  state  of  war  with  Spain,  is  completely  responsible 
for  the  consequences  which  may  grow  out  of  this  state  of  things.  For  such  reason,  and  that 
your  action  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  maj  be  best  adapted  for  hostilities  against 
Chili,  and  at  the  same  time  avoiding  any  injury  to  neutral  nations  who  carry  on  trade  witli 
that  republic,  I  pass  on  to  lay  down  for  you  the  rules  which  must  be  observed,  and  are  most 
adequate  for  attaining  both  objects : 

1.  After  this  date  you  are  authorized  to  chase  and  capture  any  vessel  of  the  Chilian  re- 
public, whether  of  war,  privateer,  or  trade ;  whether  at  sea  or  in  an^  port  of  said  republic 

2.  In  the  same  manner  you  are  authorized  to  take  possession  of  the  cargoes  on  bos^  of 
Chilian  merchant  vessels  whenever  those  cargoes  do  not  belong  to  a  neutraL  But  you  may 
make  prize  of  those  cargoes,  although  they  may  be  neutral  property  if  composed  of  arUcl^ 
contraband  of  war ;  and  of  others  wnich  are  not  so,  vou  will  only  make  prize  of  that  illegal 
portion  of  the  cargo,  leaving  the  other  at  liberty,  although  it  may  belong  to  the  same  owner 

.  with  the  illegal  portion. 

3.  You  are  also  authorized  to  detain  and  take  any  neutral  vessel  which  may  cany,  intended 
for  the  enem V,  or  belonging  to  the  enemy,  official  despatches,  Ijmd  or  naval  forces,  or  equipage 
for  the  vessds  of  such  enemy. 

4.  You  are  also  authorized  to  make  prize  of  every  cargo  which  may  be  found  on  board  a 
neutral  vessel,  and  be  composed  of  articles  contraband  of  war,  it  being  understood  that  the 
vessel  ^oes  iree  after  being  lightened  of  the  unlawful  cargo.  If  part  of  the  cargo  should  be 
of  lawful  trade  that  part  will  remain  free,  although  it  may  belong  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of 
Chili,  because  a  free  vessel  also  makes  free  the  lawful  merchandise. 

5.  You  are  also  authorized  to  capture  those  vessels  whose  neutrality  may  not  appear  to  be 
established  by  the  proper  documents. 

6.  You  may  detain  every  neutral  vessel  which,  by  the  construction  of  her  hull,  by  her  dis- 
tributions, or  by  other  circumstances  of  special  nature,  leave  no  doubt  of  her  having  been 
constructed  for  warfare,  although  she  may  appear  as  a  trader  and  her  carg^  be  not  contraband 
of  war,  because  it  may  happen  that  such  vessel  ma,^  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  for 
the  enemy,  or  been  despatcned  from  a  neutral  port  in  order  to  be  sold  to  the  enemy,  oocause 
in  both  cases  such  vessel  must  be  classified  as  contraband  of  war,  as  undoubtedly  an  instru- 
ment therefor. 

7.  Those  vessels  are  to  be  considered  as  suspicious,  and  will  be  subject  to  search,  which 
carry  double  sets,  or,  apparently,  false  papers.  Those  which  may  be  without  the  papers 
called  for  by  the  regulations  of  the  country  of  their  neutrality,  and  those  which  do  not  heave  to 
when  notified  to  do  so  bv  anv  vessel  of  the  squadron  maintaining  the  blockade,  as  also  those 
which  obstruct  search  of  such  parts  of  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  suspected  there  may  be  con- 
traband of  war,  these  suspected  vessels  shall  be  treated  as  hostile  unless  they  in  some  way 
succeed  in  removing  the  suspicions  which  may  fall  upon  them.  You  will  take  good  heed 
that  the  examination  of  ships'  papers  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  because  these  papers  must 
be  the  basis  in  which  to  establish  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the  capture. 

8.  Neutral  merchant  vessels  sailing  under  convoy  of  a  vessel  or  vessels  of  war  that  are 
neutral  may  not  be  visited,  the  written  declaration  of  the  commander  of  the  convoy  being 
sufficient  to  show  that  they  do  not  belong  to  the  enemy,  nor  carry  contraband  of  war.    u, 
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notwithstanding  this  declaration,  yon  should  belioTe  that  the  g^ood  faith  of  that  officer  may 
have  been  deceived  you  will  make  it  known  to  him,  that  he  alone  may  examine  the  vessel  or 
vessels  on  which  suspicion  falls. 

9.  In  case  of  meeting  any  cmiser  under  the  Chilian  flag  you  will  capture  her  and  treat  her 
as  anv  other  tradine  hostile  ship,  unless,  on  examination  of  the  papers,  it  appear  that  she  has 
not  tne  requisites  for  acting  as  a  cruiser,  because,  in  that  case,  she  must  be  considered  a 
pirate.  Those  documents  must  be,  first,  a  comibission  to  cruise  issued  in  her  favor  bv  the 
government  of  her  country,  in  which  are  to  be  set  forth  the  time  and  localities  in  which  she 
may  act  hostilely  to  the  enemy ;  second,  all  the  corroborating  circumstances  necessary  to  demon- 
strate the  nationality,  the  vessel  being,  besides,  manned  in  the  greatest  part  by  subjects  of  the 
nation  to  which  she  belongs. 

10.  Ton  will  not  obstruct  the  coast  fisheries  of  the  enemy,  even  within  the  territorial 
waters — that  is  to  say,  to  the  limits  of  the  longest  reach  of  artillery  of  the  squadron,  discharged 
at  low-water  line  from  the  edee  of  the  shore.  But  vou  will  take  care  this  concession  does 
not  give  origin  to  abuses  which  may  prejudice  tne  blockade  or  operations  that  may  be 
undertaken. 

11.  That  a  blockade  may  be  effective,  and  consequently  be  respected,  it  is  indispensable 
that  it  be  sustained  by  sufficient  forces  to  make  it  highly  dangerous  to  enter  the  port  or 
ports  where  it  is  maintained.    ' 

The  sole  legitimate  exception  to  this  rule  is  that  which  admits  as  cause  for  absence,  acci- 
dental and  temporary,  of  blockading  vessels,  arising  from  severe  weather ;  consequently  any 
attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  by  availiog  of  the  accidental  withdrawal  of  the  vessel  main- 
taining it,  must  be  held  fraudulent.  Hence  the  absolute  necessity  that  the  vessel  under 
your  command  be  kept  in  position  adequate  to  secure  e£fectiveness  to  the  blockade  it 
uMuntains,  always  excepting  real  greater  force  which  prevents,  because  it  must  be  kept  in 
mind  that  violations  of  olockade  are  lawful  the  moment  its  effectiveness  ceases. 

12.  Violation  of  the  blockade  is  constituted  by  the  attempt  to  enter  or  leave  a  blockaded 
port;  but  the  latter  mav  be  done — that  is  to  say,  the  departure  by  any  neutral  vessel  in  bal- 
last, or  with  a  cargo  shipped  before  the  blockade  began,  or  with  the  term  established  by  the 
g^eral  of  this  squadron ;  consequently  you  cannot  capture  neutral  vessels  which  come 
under  these  conditions. 

13.  The  neutral  vessel  which  makes  for  a  blockaded  port  is  not  obliged  to  know  that 
such  blockade  exists  until  after  she  has  been  notified  of  it,  and  this  notification  must  appear 
indorsed  on  her  crew  list  or  on  some  other  of  the  papers  the  vessel  should  carry.  Therefore 
when  a  vessel  approaches  the  port  you  are  blockading  without  knowledge  thereof,  you  will 
take  care  that  the  officer  who  may  visit  her  mark  the  notice  on  her  crew  list,  leaving  the 
vessel  to  steer  after  that  to  the  port  that  may  suit  her,  but  not  to  that  blockaded  or  any  other 
of  those  in  Chili. 

The  captain  of  the  vessel  which  is  notified  of  the  blockade  will  give  a  receipt  of  the  noti- 
fication, and  in  it  must  be  started  the  day,  place,  and  situation  astronomically  on  which  it  is 
done. 

The  vessel  to  which  the  notification  of  blockade  is  given  may  not  be  searched.  If,  once 
stamped,  the  notified  vessel  should  place  herself  or  attempt  to  place  herself  within  the  belt 
of  the  blockade,  or,  placed  within,  should  attempt  to  reach  tne  blockaded  port,  or  com- 
municate with  the  hostile  shore,  you  will  make  prize  of  her  and  all  her  cargo ;  firom  which  it 
follows,  that  when  once  the  existence  of  the  blockade  is  made  known  to  any  neutral,  you 
will  capture  any  of  them  that  attempts  to  violate  it. 

14.  Kotified,  as  Chili  already  is,  of  the  declaration  of  war,  vou  can  capture  all  vessels  of 
the  republic  either  of  war  or  trade,  and  all  enemies'  property  wnich  may  be  found  along  shore. 
Although  it  may  be  found  outside  the  line  of  blockade,  and  although  they  may  not  attempt 
to  break  that,  such  portion  of  their  cargoes  as  may  be  neutral,  if  not  composed  of  contraband 
of  war,  will  be  free. 

15.  If  by  arrival  under  stress,  either  by  bad  weather,  lack  of  provisions,  Slc.^  a  neutral 
vessel  shoiUd  seek  to  enter  the  blockaded  ports,  vou  will  allow  it,  if  there  be  previous  proof 
of  stress  which  compelled  her  to  do  so.  But  if  such  vessel  carrv  contraband  of  war,  you 
must  cause  her  to  deposit  that  in  the  vessel  of  your  command  and  another  maintaining  the 
blockade,  or  if  her  captain  prefers,  by  binding  him  in  writing,  to  keep  it  on  board  until  his 
departure ;  in  such  case,  vou  will  see  to  it  that  the  proper  document  be  explicit  as  possible. 

16.  As  it  follows  from  the  fore^ing  articles  that  you  will  have  to  exercise  rieht  of  search, 
I  pass  on  to  give  you  a  perception  of  Uie  manner  of  carrying  it  out,  so  that  we  difficulties 
of^snch  a  right  may  not  be  increased,  for  although  the  law  m  war  admits  its  exercise  in  all 
places,  I  caution  you  decidedly  not  to  exercise  it  unless  in  places  and  circumstances  which 
give  reason  to  believe  that  by  its  exercise  the  result  will  be  the  confiscation  of  the  vessel 
searched.    The  manner  in  which  you  should  proceed  is  the  following : 

1.  As  soon  as  you  think  of  searching  a  merchant  vessel,  you  will  hoist  the  national  flag, 
firing  a  gun,  not  shotted,  on  which  signal  the  merchant  ship  should  heave  to  and  await  the 
examination,  and  hoist  her  flag ;  if  she  does  not,  it  is  your  duty  to  act  as  drcumstances 
require  until  she  does. 

*2,  If  the  merchantman  comes  to  at  once  and  hoists  her  fla|^,  you  wiU  keep  such  distance 
from  her  as  you  find  convenient,  according  to  the  state  of  wmd  and  sea,  and  other  circum- 
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stances  not  possible  to  be  foreseen,  incladiog  always  tbe  safety  of  tbe  vessel  jou  may  send 


to  examine  ber.  There  are  treatises  on  mantime  law  which  say — and  the  instructions  given 
by  the  French  minister  of  marine  in  1854  to  the  admirals  and  commanders  of  her  ships  of 
war  notice  the  same — that  yon  should  keep  the  inquiring  vessel  out  of  cannon  shot  of  tbe 
vessel  examined ;  but  the  treatises  of  the  time,  such  as  £ose  of  Ortolan  and  Negrin,  with 
reason,  contest  this  doctrine,  because  under  such  circumstances  the  best  guide  is  the  prac- 
tical sense  of  the  commander  of  the  investigator ;  so,  therefore,  whUe  recommending  to  you 
on  this  point  the  greatest  prudence,  so  as  to  combine  in  the  act  in  question  moderation  with 
the  succor  which  the  bockt  may  need  that  goes  to  make  the  examination,  you  can  thus 
manoeuvre  m  observance  of  what  is  set  out  wiUi  in  the  beginninp^  of  this  paragraph ; 
because  here  is  also  the  circumstance,  that  the  principle  established  is  also  settled  for  cases 
like  that  treated  of  in  the  convention  made  16th  May,  1832,  between  the  republic  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Chili,  and  also  as  is  believed  in  other  later  stipulations. 

3.  As  soon  as  the  merchant  vessel  heaves  to,  you  will  send  a  boat  commanded  by  anoflicer. 
He,  accompanied  by  two  or  three  men,  will  board  the  vessel  and  proceed  to  verify  her  nation- 
ality, the  oescription  of  the  vessel,  and  her  cargo,  and  whether  or  not  enpiged  in  lawful 
commerce — that  is  to  say,  whether  she  carries  any  contraband  of  war.  To  this  end  the  officer 
will  require  of  the  captain  to  present  the  crew  list,  the  bill  of  health  from  the  port  of  depart- 
ure, from  which  documents  the  nationality  or  ownership  and  legitimacy  of  her  voyage  may 
be  deduced.    If  from  the  said  examination  it  result  that  the  vessel  visited  is  neutral,  and  is 

going  idso  to  a  neutral  port,  the  visit  is  at  an  end,  and  the  officer  should  leave  the  vessel  at 
berty  without  looking  into  the  nature  of  her  cargo,  stating  the  fact  on  her  papers.  If  the 
aforesaid  vessel  is  bound  for  a  hostile  port,  then  the  officer,  besides  examining  sedd  papers, 
must  proceed  to  call  upon  the  captain  for  those  which  show  the  nature  of  the  cargo,  and  if 
it  result  from  them  that  there  is  nothing  contraband  of  war  on  board,  the  vuit  is  at  an  end, 
the  vessel  at  liberty,  the  annotation  before  mentioned  also  being  made  *,  but  if  from  these 
documents  it  shall  appear  that  contraband  of  war  exists  on  board,  you  will  proceed  to  the 
capture  of  the  vessel,  still  bearing  in  mind  that  even  in  this  case  you  cannot  proceed  to  open 
the  hatches,  closets  or  chests  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  there  are  other  papers  or  suspicions 
merchandise. 

4.  It  is  well  understood  that  what  is  inculcated  in  the  paragraphs  of  this  article  in  no  way 
changes  what  I  have  pointed  out  to  you,  and  what  is  alreaay  anticipated  in  respect  of  the 
blockade  that  may  be  kept  up. 

5.  You  must  keep  in  mind  that  if  fortuitous  circumstances  detach  ^ou  fr<mi  the  blockade, 
and  you  go  to  the  coast  of  a  neutral  country,  the  law  of  visit  ceases  m  the  territorial  watefs 
of  the  neutral  country ;  and  I  have  already  warned  you  in  article  10  that  the  extension  of 
those  waters  is  limited  by  the  longest  range  of  cannon  shot  of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron — 
that  is  to  say,  within  that  range  you  cannot  exercise  the  right  of  search. 

6.  I  must  repeat  to  you  here  what  I  cautioned  you  about  in  the  last  sentence  of  article  7 : 
that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  examination  of  the  ship's  papers  be  made,  bo- 
cause  this  documentation  must  be  the  basis  on  which  must  be  founded  the  validity  or  in- 
validity of  the  capture. 

17.  If,  in  consequence  of  the  visit,  the  vessel  should  be  captured,  the  officer  will  retain 
all  the  papers,  giving  a  receipt  for  them  to  the  captain,  and  will  cause  him  to  get  her  under 
sail  so  as  to  approach  the  visiting  vessel,  whicii  will  then  return  to  her  beat  As  soon  as 
the  vessel  visited  closes  up  you  will  put  a  crew  on  board,  and  notify  the  officer  in  whose 
charge  she  may  be  to  remain,  and  proceed  to  make  inventory  of  everything  she  contains, 
sealing  up  her  natdies  as  soon  as  that  is  completed. 

18.  You  will  keep  on  board  the  capturea  vessel,  whether  merchant  or  corsur,  the  in- 
dividuals of  her  crew,  but  both  women  and  children,  and  generally  all  persons  who  do  not 
belong  to  the  Chilian  army  or  navy,  nor  have  any  connexion  with  either  arm,  may  be 
landed  at  the  first  port  at  which  the  vessel  may  touch  after  being  taken.  The  prize  being 
of  war,  vou  will  observe  the  caution  already  given  you,  and  if  you  think  proper  may  transfer 
part  of  her  complement  of  men  and  until  taking  her  into  the  port  you  may  deem  convenient, 
out  you  must  exact  a  promise  in  writing  that  they  shall  not  constitute  part  of  that  of  other 
vessels-of-war  or  hostile  cruisers. 

19.  That  you  may  have  no  doubt  about  articles  considered  contraband  of  war,  besides 
vessels  under  circumstances  noted  in  article  6,  and  in  continuation  of  articles  mentioned, 
are  cannon,  mortars,  fusiles,  and  every  kind  of  arms,  as  well  as  all  sorts  of  projectiles,  gun- 
carriages,  quick-matches,  fulminating  and  fuze,  caps,  matches,  powder,  saltpetre,  sulpnur 
fittings  for  military  clothing,  saddles  and  bridles,  and  a<£coutrements,  campaigpi  tents,  and 
g^erally  all  instruments  and  objects  manufiictured  for  war. 

20.  Ton  will  not  oppose  the  entry  and  departure  of  neutral  vessels-of-war  at  the  pcut  yon 
mav  be  blockading. 

Additional  articfe :  For  exact  understanding  of  article  12  of  these  instructions  yon  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  concession  nxide  in  it  that  neutral  vessels  may  depart  from  tbe  ports 
of  Chili  *^with  a  cargo  tkipped  before  the  blockade  ^^  is  on  the  understanding  that  the  de- 
parture take  place  witiiin  the  term  fixed  upon  by  the  general  of  this  squadron,  and  not  after 
the  expiration  of  that  term. 

JOS£  MANUEL  PAEEJA. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara. 


Department  op  State, 

WaskinglaHf  November  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  9th  of  June  last,  your  excellency,  then  being  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  had  the  goodness  to  address  to  Mr.  William  Hunter,  then  Acting 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  a  very  kind  note,  in  which  you  informed 
him,  in  the  name  of  her  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  government,  that  the  news 
which  had  been  then  lately  received  of  the  assassination  of  the  late  President, 
and  an  attack  upon  the  person  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  excited  a  profound 
sense  of  horror  and  indignationon  the  part  of  the  Grown,  the  representatives, 
and  the  people  of  Spain. 

Your  note  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  had  been 
addressed  to  yourself  by  her  Catholic  Majesty's  secretary  of  state,  together 
with  a  copy  of  two  resolutions,  relating  to  the  painful  subjects  befoce  mentioned, 
which  resolutions  had  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Cortes.  Subsequently 
to  the  receipt  of  your  communication  at  this  department,  your  excellency  had 
the  goodness  to  ask  a  personal  audience  of  the  President,  and  in  the  audience 
thereupon  granted  you'  were  pleased  to  give  an  eloquent  oral  expression  to  the 
same  just,  honorable,  and  generous  sentiments  which  were  expressed  in  the 
communications  to  which  I  have  before  referred.  These  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  eovemment  and  the  people  of  Spain  deserve 
an  immediate  written  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  American  people.  I  was  charged  with  the  duty  of 
making  those  acknowledgments.  I  beg  you  therefore  to  convey  to  your  govern- 
ment an  assurance  that  the  President  received  the  communications  referred  to 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  profound  gratitude  and  sincere  appreciation.  They 
have  served  to  awaken  on  the  part  of  the  American  people,  affections  which, 
in  the  earliest  stage  of  their  existence,  induced  on  their  part  an  especial  attach- 
ment to  Spain.  I  am  sure  they  will  serve  to  invigorate  a  friendship  between 
the  two  nations,  which  no  minister  has  ever  more  assiduously  cultivated  than 
your  excellency. 

The  papers  which  I  now  acknowledge  will  be  deposited  in  the  national 
archives,  and  will  on  the  assemblipg  of  Congress  be  submitted  to  the  legislature. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  have  the  goodness  to  make  known  to  your  govern- 
ment the  personal  circumstances,  well  understood  by  yourself,  which,  to  the 
President's  sincere  regret,  have  so  long  delayed  this  communication. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  a  renewed  assurance 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

SeSor  Don  Gadriel  Garcca  Y.  Tassara,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^r., 

Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Tassara 

Department  of  State,, 

Washingionf  November  21,  1865. 
The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  15th  instant  by 
Mr.  Tassara,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic 
Majesty,  and  to  state  that  the  same  has  been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  note  announces  that  in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Spain  by  the  government  of  Chili,  General  Pareja,  the  commanding  general  of 
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Spanish  sanadron  in  the  Pacific,  acting  under  instractions,  had  declared  the 
ports  of  Goili  blockaded  from  the  24  th  of  September  last. 

War  having  actually  begun  between  the  two  sovereign  states,  doubtless  with 
a  due  conviction  of  the  solemnity  and  importance  of  the  transaction  entertained 
by  both  of  them,  a  discussion  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the 
merits  of  the  controversy  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  respect  which  it  enter- 
tains for  these  two  friendly  nations.  Nevertheless,  the  undersigned  trusts  that 
each  of  them  will  allow  the  United  States  to  say,  with  the  utmost  kindness  and 
respect,  that  the  war  ought  to  have  been  averted,  since  the  issue  joined  involves 
nothing  more  than  the  question  whether  one  of  the  parties  ought  to  pay  to  the 
other  the  courtesy  of  an  artillery  salute.  The  United  States  cannot  but  hope 
that  the  war,  since  it  involves  no  other  issue  than  this,  will,  through  the  good 
sense  and  friendly  spirit  of  both  countries,  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and 
harmless  end. 

It  seems  to  remain  to  s&y,  on  this  occasion,  only  that  while  the  (war  shall  last, 
the  government  of  the  United  States  will  observe  the  neutrality  which  is 
enjoined  by  its  own  municipal  law,  and  by  the  law  of  nations.  No  armed  vessel 
of  either  party  will  be  allowed  to  bring  their  prizes  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  Tassara  renewed  assurances  of  his  highest 
consideration.  ^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  Y.  Tassara,  Sfc^  Jv  4^'> 

Washington. 


Mr/  Tassara  to  Mr,  Setoard, 
[Translation.] 

Lbgatiox  of  Spain  at  Washington, 

"^JVashington,  November  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  has 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  honorable  Secretary's  note  of  the  21st,  in  reply 
to  his  of  the  15th,  on  Chilian  affairs,  and  will  transmit  it  to  his  government, 
whose  prudent  deliberation  on  the  cause  that  led  to  the  rupture,  to  its  great 
regret,  is  well  known  to  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  occasion  to  offer  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
.he  assurances  of  his  hieh  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA- 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  State 

of  the  United  States,  ^tr.,  ^r.,  8fc. 
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